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The President of the Human Rights Council, Ambassador Baudelaire Ndong Ella (Gabon), announced

today the appointment of Amal Alamuddin, Doudou Diène and William Schabas to serve as members of

the independent, international commission of inquiry to investigate all violations of international

humanitarian law and international human rights law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East

Jerusalem, particularly in the occupied Gaza Strip, in the context of the military operations conducted

since 13 June 2014. William Schabas will serve as Chair of the three-person commission mandated by

the Council at its last special session.

The Council decided to establish the commission of inquiry at its twenty-first special session on 23 July

2014 to investigate all violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law in

the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, particularly in the occupied Gaza Strip, in

the context of the military operations conducted since 13 June 2014, whether before, during or after, to

establish the facts and circumstances of such violations and of the crimes perpetrated and to identify

those responsible, to make recommendations, in particular on accountability measures, all with a view to

avoiding and ending impunity and ensuring that those responsible are held accountable, and on ways

and means to protect civilians against any further assaults.

The same resolution requested that the commission of inquiry present a written report to the Human

Rights Council at its twenty-eighth session in March 2015. It requested the High-Commissioner for

Human Rights to report on the implementation of the resolution, including on measures taken with

regard to ensuring accountability for the serious violations of international humanitarian law and human

rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, to the Council at its twenty-

seventh session in September 2014.

Biographies of the members of the Commission of Inquiry

Amal Alamuddin (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) is a London-based, British-

Lebanese lawyer. She graduated from St Hugh’s College, Oxford and is specialised in international law,

criminal law, human rights and extradition. She worked at the International Court of Justice in 2004 and

her previous functions also included that of legal adviser to the Prosecutor of the Special Tribunal for

Lebanon.

Doudou Diène (Senegal) was the United Nations Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism,

racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance from 2002 to 2008 and the Independent Expert

on the situation of human rights in Côte d’Ivoire from 2011 to 2014. Mr. Diène holds a doctorate in

public law from the University of Paris law degree from the University of Caen (France) He holds a law

degree from the University of Caen and a doctorate in public law from the University of Paris.

William Schabas (Canada) is professor of international law at Middlesex University in London. He is

also professor of international criminal law and human rights at Leiden University as well as emeritus

professor human rights law at the Irish Centre for Human Rights of the National University of Ireland

Galway. From 2002 to 2004, he served as one of three international members of the Sierra Leone Truth

and Reconciliation Commission. Mr. Schabas was also a member and Chair of the Board of Trustees of

the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in Human Rights and has drafted the 2010

report of the Secretary-General on the status of the death penalty.

For information about the Human Rights Council, please visit http://www.ohchr.org/hrc
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