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Letter dated 11 January 2002 from the Permanent Representative of Israel

to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

 
 I wish to draw your attention to the latest attack committed in the course of the ongoing Palestinian campaign of terror against Israel.
 Just before dawn on 9 January 2002, two Palestinian terrorists infiltrated Israeli territory by breaching a security fence separating the Gaza

Strip from southern Israel, whereupon they opened fire on a nearby Israeli army position with automatic gunfire and grenades. Four Israeli soldiers
were killed in the attack and two others were wounded. The terrorist organization Hamas claimed responsibility for the attack.

 
 Yesterday’s attack is merely the latest in a continuing campaign of Palestinian terror that is now nearly 16 months old. Previous attacks have

been detailed in my letters dated 4 January 2002 ( A/56/766-S/2002/25 ), 13 December 2001 ( A/56/706-S/2001/1198 ), dated 4 December 2001 (
A/56/678-S/2001/1150 ), 30 November 2001 ( A/56/670-S/2001/1141 ), 28 November 2001 ( A/56/668-S/2001/1133 ),   27 November 2001 (A/56/663-
S/2001/1121) , 12 November 2001 ( A/56/617-S/2001/1071 ), 5 November 2001 ( A/56/604-S/2001/1048) , 24 October 2001 (A/54/406-S/2001/1011 ),
19 October 2001 ( A/56/492-S/2001/990 ), 17 October 2001 ( A/56/483-S/2001/975 ), 8 October 2001 ( A/56/450-S/2001/948 ), 5 October 2001 (
A/56/444-S/2001/943 ), 3 October 2001 ( A/56/438-S/2001/938 ), 24 September 2001 ( A/56/406-S/2001/907 ), 20 September 2001 ( A/56/386-
S/2001/892 ), 17 September 2001 ( A/56/367-S/2001/875 ), 7 September 2001 ( A/56/346-S/2001/858 ), 4 September 2001 ( A/56/331-S/2001/840 ), 30
August 2001 ( A/56/325-S/2001/834 ), 27 August 2001 ( A/56/324-S/2001/825 ), 13 August 2001 ( A/56/294-S/2001/787 ), 9 August 2001 ( A/56/272-
S/2001/768 ), 27 July 2001 ( A/56/225-S/2001/743 ), 26 July 2001 ( A/56/223-S/2001/737 ), 17 July 2001 ( A/56/201-S/2001/706 ), 13 July 2001 (
A/56/184-S/2001/696 ), 3 July 2001 ( A/56/138-S/2001/662 ), 21 June 2001 ( A/56/119-S/2001/619 ), 19 June 2001 ( A/56/98-S/2001/611 ), 18 June
2001 ( A/56/97-S/2001/604 ), 13 June 2001 ( A/56/92-S/2001/585 ), 11 June 2001 ( A/56/91-S/2001/580 ), 4 June 2001 ( A/56/85-S/2001/555 ), 30
May 2001 ( A/56/81-S/2001/540 ), 25 May 2001 ( A/56/80-S/2001/524 ), 18 May 2001 ( A/56/78-S/2001/506 ), 11 May 2001 ( A/56/72-S/2001/473 ),
9 May 2001 ( A/56/69-S/2001/459 ), 1 May 2001 ( A/55/924-S/2001/435 ), 23 April 2001 ( A/55/910-S/2001/396 ), 16 April 2001 ( A/55/901-
S/2001/364 ), 28 March 2001 ( A/55/863-S/2001/291 ), 27 March 2001 ( A/55/860-S/2001/280 ), 26 March 2001 ( A/55/858-S/2001/278 ), 19 March
2001 ( A/55/842-S/2001/244 ), 5 March 2001 ( A/55/821-S/2001/193 ), 2 March 2001 ( A/55/819-S/2001/187 ), 14 February 2001 ( A/55/787-
S/2001/137 ), 13 February 2001 ( A/55/781-S/2001/132 ), 2 February 2001 ( A/55/762-S/2001/103 ), 25 January 2001 ( A/55/748-S/2001/81 ), 23
January 2001 ( A/55/742-S/2001/71 ), 28 December 2000 ( A/55/719-S/2000/1252 ), 22 November 2000 ( A/55/641-S/2000/1114 ), 20 November 2000
( A/55/634-S/2000/1108 ) and 2 November 2000 ( A/55/540-S/2000/1065 ).

 The State of Israel holds the Palestinian Authority responsible for yesterday’s attack in the light of its continuing role in supporting and
perpetrating terrorist attacks against Israel and its persistent refusal to take the necessary action against terrorist organizations. Chairman Arafat and
the Palestinian leadership continue to play their duplicitous games, whereby they call for an end to violence and occasionally even condemn violence
when it occurs, while continuing to actively support and harbour terrorists.

 If any further evidence is needed of official Palestinian responsibility for terrorism, last week’s seizure of the Karine A , a large ship packed
with 50 tons of weaponry destined for the Palestinian territories, provides irrefutable proof. The attempt by official representatives of the Palestinian
Authority to purchase and smuggle large quantities of weapons, in flagrant violation of signed agreements reached between the parties, undermines
any Palestinian claims of adherence to a ceasefire. It further sends the message to Israel and the world that despite public Palestinian claims the
Palestinian leadership is vigorously preparing for further violence and terrorism.

 The continuation of terrorism against Israel emanating from the territories of the Palestinian Authority constitutes the greatest obstacle to the
resumption of a negotiated political process. Such a process, as the parties themselves have agreed, is the only possible and acceptable way to address
the needs and aspirations of both sides. Israel calls on the international community, in the context of its global campaign against terrorism, to exert
maximum and unrelenting pressure on the Palestinian leadership to fulfil its obligations to fight terrorism and to ensure its compliance with international
norms.
 

 I should be grateful if you would arrange to have the present letter circulated as a document of the fifty-sixth session of the General
Assembly, under agenda item 166, and of the Security Council.



 
( Signed ) Yehuda Lancry
Permanent Representative

 
 


