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|. Introduction

1. The United Nations International Meeting in Suppdrisraeli-Palestinian Peace was held in
Nicosia on 6 and 7 May 2009, under the auspicéisso€ommittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People and in accordaiiitethe provisions of General Assembly resolutions
63/26 and 63/27 of 26 November 2008. The thentheoMeeting wasAction by European, Arab and
other parliamentarians and their umbrella organioais for Israeli-Palestinian peace”.

2. The Committee was represented at the meeting leyegaktion comprising Paul Badiji (Senegal),
Chairman of the Committee; Zahir Tanin (Afghani3tafice-Chairman of the Committee; Saviour F.
Borg (Malta), Rapporteur of the Committee; FidebWas Gonzalez (Cuba), Representing the Vice-
Chairman of the Committee; and Riyad Mansour (Pales

3. The Meeting consisted of an opening session, fhiereary sessions and a closing session. The
themes of the plenary sessions were “Assessmeéhé @urrent situation and the prospects for peace”,
“Looking ahead: Identifying the most efficient veaiy which parliamentarians can make a difference i
advancing Israeli-Palestinian peace” and “Coordimadf efforts undertaken by parliamentarians to
advance Israeli-Palestinian peace: national, regiand other types of initiatives”.

4, Presentations were made by 19 experts, includitesfaian and Israeli experts. Mr. Dennis
Kucinich, Member of the United States House of Reentatives, was unable to travel to Nicosia and
addressed the Meeting via video. Representative8 Governments, Palestine, 1 intergovernmental
organization, 3 United Nations bodies and 12 @w@itiety organizations, as well as special guestiseof
host country and representatives of the media eadeaic institutions attended the Meeting.

5. The Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise @fitlalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People, H.E. Mr. Paul Badji, and the delegatiothefCommittee were received by H.E. Mr. Dimitris
Christofias, President of the Republic of Cypru€k HMr. Marios Garoyian, Speaker of the House of
Representatives of Cyprus, and Ms. Eleni Mavrouydaf Nicosia. The Committee delegation
expressed its deep appreciation of the active andtruictive role played by Cyprus, a member of the
Committee since its inception, in the search foomprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region

6. The main points of the discussion were summariagté concluding statement of the organizers
(see annex i).

Il. Opening statements

7. George lacovoy Presidential Commissioner, representing the &eesiof the Republic of
Cyprus, said that it was a crucial moment for éfféo achieve the long-awaited peace in the Middle
East. The presence of parliamentarians was indécaf the primary importance that the internationa
community attributed to a just and final settlemainthe conflict. The firm commitment of Cyprusdo
peaceful and negotiated settlement of internatidisgutes and, more specifically, the Arab-Israeli
conflict, was once again reaffirmed by its readineshost the Meeting. At the centre of the wiadfert
was the fundamental quest for Israeli-Palestiniscp and the creation of a viable sovereign and
territorially contiguous Palestinian State. Desgiertain promising commitments by all sides, opgni
prospects for mutually acceptable arrangemententatramatic events had jeopardized the endeavour,
and had even caused it to regress. He noted th&alkestinian commitment to peace and statehood was
founded on the two-State solution principle andgheciple of land for peace. The abandonment of
either principle would have destabilizing implicats for the whole region. Israel’s reluctance to
embrace the two-State solution and the Annapoks@@rocess were among the difficult challenges,
which also included the continued expansion ofjdlesettlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem
Those hindered the vitality of a future Palestirfsiate, and stymied political negotiations. Heticaed
that if that policy persisted, in a few years, Yiest Bank would become fragmented, with no prospect
of economic and social development.



8. He identified an urgent need for inter-Palestimeronciliation, and argued for the formation of a
consensus Government, which was truly a peacegrartirgent issues included the establishment of a
long-term stable ceasefire in Gaza, with guararftaess implementation. Those challenges required
concerted and coordinated action. The role oBim®pean Union as a good-faith mediator and a ttijrec
concerned partner for the development of the imatediegion was of vital importance. The
commitment of the new United States Administratias encouraging, and he looked forward to more
substantial coordination between the Quartet aadithb League.

9. Marios Garoyian, President of the House of Representatives of @yaid that action by
European, Arab and other parliamentarians and timelarella organizations for Israeli-Palestiniangeea
held out hope that parliamentary diplomacy, a iathit novel notion in international relations, was
starting to bear fruit, particularly for more coraplsituations, such as the one being discussefdru€y
and particularly its Parliament, finding itselftae crossroads of a very sensitive area of thedyarid
having experienced the bitter results of war amdaiigoing Turkish occupation, extended its frieish
and assistance, and pledged to contribute to Imgnamd solidifying peace, stability and prospeiityhe
Middle East.

10. He said that the House of Representatives hacenmined idle in the face of the vicissitudes in
the area, especially during conflict and the coneaghumanitarian needs in the aftermath of Issael’
attack on Gaza, and on innumerable other occasimlading repeated crises in Lebanon. The House
issued a unanimous resolution, on 8 January, comiggrthe military attack on Gaza, which undermined
the perspective of dialogue for peace. On thaasion, and in previous relevant resolutions, thaddo
had reaffirmed its solidarity with and support foe Palestinian people; it had also reaffirmed its
adherence to the right of the State of Israel aRdlastinian State to coexist peacefully, in ségamnd
within internationally recognized borders. The Hewf Representatives had joined other national
parliaments in their efforts to promote Israelid&inian peace on many occasions. Cyprus, gigen it
geographical position and its very good relationts all parties in the area, as well as its cayaast both
a member of the European Union and a country rith Middle Eastern cultural traits, could be theadl
bridge upon which to construct a solid peace diaogith the parties to the conflict in the Middlasg,

he noted.

11. United Nations Secretary-GeneBdn Ki-moon, in a statement delivered on his behalf by Tayé-
Brook Zerihoun, Special Representative of the SagréSeneral in Cyprus, said that the Quartet
remained firmly committed to the goal of a two-8tablution. He expressed strong support for a
reinforced role of the Quartet, and the stated citmemt of United States President Obama to peace in
the Middle East. He expressed concern about thatigin in the Gaza Strip, with the closure prewent
humanitarian assistance, economic recovery andajawent. He called on Israel to provide adequate
entry of fuel, cash and construction materials.

12. He went on to say that he had transmitted a sumofathe report of the Board of Inquiry on the
hostilities in Gaza to the Security Council, andswaviewing the recommendations contained therein.
He called for a durable ceasefire including in Gageen crossings; the prevention of illicit suppfy
weapons; and the reunification of Gaza and the \Bask within the framework of the legitimate
Palestinian Authority. He expressed support ferdbntinued efforts of Egypt to promote Palestinian
reconciliation, and for efforts to secure the reteaf Corporal Shalit of the Israeli Defense FoKtBF)

in exchange for Palestinian prisoners.

13. He pointed out that Israel was required to freetéesnent activity and cease unilateral steps
altering the status of Jerusalem. Settlement esipanand the route of the barrier, would make it
virtually impossible for Israeli-Palestinian peamgotiations to produce tangible results, he caatio In
that connection, he called for the resumption add-Palestinian negotiations on all core issass,
agreed by the parties and as called for in SecQadtyncil resolution 1850 (2008), on the basis af tw
States, the land for peace principle and a justtantprehensive regional peace consistent with 8gcur
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Council resolutions. He underlined the indispefesalature of the Arab Peace Initiative, and ex@éss
his commitment to working with the parties, partnerthe region and all concerned towards achieaing
negotiated political settlement of the conflict.

14. Paul Badji, Chairman of the Committee on the Exseraf the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People, expressed the Committee’s algeeciation to the Government of Cyprus, an active
member of the Committee. He pointed out that tlgigal negotiations conducted over the coursthef
past several months had not yielded any tangilsleltsee Events since December had effectively
eliminated the momentum created by the Annapolistimg. In the West Bank, escalating settlement
activity, the demolition of Palestinian housestlsetiolence, continued construction of the sepana

wall and obstacles to movement precluded viablegeagotiations. Despite the pledges of some $4.5
billion United States dollars made by internatiotahors at the Sharm el-Sheikh conference in March,
there had been no progress in Gaza's recoverh@pdpulation of the Gaza Strip continued to be the
hostage of Israel’s political goals. He reaffirnted applicability of the Fourth Geneva Conventiothe
Occupied Palestinian Territory and called for thesponsible for the deaths of civilians during the
recent Gaza conflict to be brought to justice. Toenmittee welcomed the investigative missions
mandated by the League of Arab States, the Humgim&Council and the United Nations Board of
Inquiry.

15. He expressed concern about the so-called “econpeaice” favoured by the new Israeli
leadership. Economic peace was only possible oatesthians were masters of their destiny. The
Committee encouraged the Palestinian factions narage their dialogue towards internal reconcibati

He called on the international community to act addance efforts aimed at achieving a negotiated
Israeli-Palestinian peace. In that regard, he eva&d the reinvigorated effort by President Obama’s
Administration to step up its involvement in Middtast peace efforts, including the appointment of
Special Envoy George Mitchell. He considered pamant that international stakeholders move beyond
political rhetoric and help the parties engage $e@ous political dialogue towards achieving a
comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of thestion of Palestine.

16. He expressed the view that national parliamentsraed-parliamentary organizations played an
important role in shaping public opinion, formutegipolicy guidelines and upholding international
legitimacy in support of a comprehensive, just Esting settlement of the question of PalestineeyT
could be instrumental in consolidating the demdcatocess and institution-building in the territor
under the Palestinian Authority, strengtheningtpai dialogue between the parties and applying the
principles of international law to efforts aimedr@solving the conflict. The Committee intended to
continue its long history of cooperation with pamfientarians, and to engage with them and with
representatives of inter-parliamentary organizationthe context of the events organized under the
auspices of the Committee.

17. Elissavet Papadimitriou, Vice-President of the Greek Parliament and Vioes®ent of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), said that the diehfigured prominently in IPU’s political agend&he
said that Middle East peace could not be imposad the outside or won on the battlefield. It could
only be won once the parties sat at the negotiasiblg and hammered out an agreement, which put an
end to occupation. It was the job of parliameatasito do everything possible to make that a yealit

18. In the report of the IPU Assembly a few weeks atgaRresident had formulated a series of
recommendations for parliamentary action towardddiéi East peace, she said. Everything possible
must be done to forge Palestinian reconciliatioth @ssist the Palestinian parliament, which was lertab
function. IPU could provide technical assistance eapacity-building. Reconciliation implied tailgi to
all Palestinian representatives, including thdyaitected Hamas representatives. She said e§basld
be made to resolve the many cases of Palestinidiarpantarians imprisoned by Israeli authorities.
Preparations should begin for the day when Palasgnvent to the polls to elect a new parliamdrite
Union could do much to facilitate dialogue betwésnaeli and Palestinian members. Efforts were also
being made at the parliamentary level to recortdifferences among Arab countries. Several cowstrie
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including the Islamic Republic of Iran, should beluded in the discussions so as to build bridges,
including parliamentary ones.

19. She stressed that there was no shortage of plactsas the Arab Peace Initiative and the road
map, and that everyone knew what the contourssofwgion looked like. What was in desperately shor
supply was the political will to act. That was whenembers of parliament could help their
Governments. She called for a break in the cyct®mondemnations and recriminations, which would not
bring peace and prosperity to the peoples of IaadIPalestine.

20. Abdullah Abdullah , Member of the Palestinian Legislative Councipresentative of Palestine,
expressed it the appreciation of the Council toldhéged Nations for maintaining its support of the
Palestinian people until it achieved its inaliematijhts. He said the latest Israeli aggressidhaaa had
been a humanitarian catastrophe. It had lastathg®, but it had destroyed 15 years of development.
Israeli aggressive practices against the Palestpeaple were impediments to peace, and attempts to
isolate East Jerusalem from its Palestinian sudimgs were making it impossible to have one
Palestinian sovereign State. The new Israeli Gowent had announced new political aims negating the
glimmers of hope the Annapolis Conference had preduand setting new terms and conditions, which
served as impediments to the realization of peace.

21. He said the continued attacks against Palestimetke it impossible for Palestinian students to
go to school, for farmers to reach their farms tfar sick to reach the hospitals. Parliamentaruasan
important role to urge the international commundtyghoulder its political, legal and ethical
responsibilities and to pressure Israel to abidatgrnational resolutions. The international caumity
had to compel the Israeli Government to stop allsohggressive activities against the Palestipeople
and its attempts to derail the peace processiaRahtary delegations should visit the Occupied
Palestinian Territory to learn about the situatiorthe ground first hand. They should exert greate
efforts to mitigate and ultimately reverse thediton. The IPU had accepted the Palestinian Latiis!
Council as a full-fledged member, inviting it tdeatd its meetings, which was a welcome development.

22. The representative ofCuba, speaking on behalf of tNen-Aligned Movement said that the
Movement regretted the lack of progress in the @g@aacess, despite increased international efforts
help the parties focus on the core issues of théico The Movement stressed the need for infextsi
efforts by the international community to promotgesuine peace process and to ensure respect for
international humanitarian and human rights lae Movement condemned Israel’s continuing military
occupation of the Palestinian Territory in breatmternational law and United Nations resolutiohns,
said. It condemned in the strongest terms thentdseaeli military aggression against the Paléatin
civilian population in the Gaza Strip that hadéddimore than 1,400 Palestinians and injured mene th
5,500, and caused the wanton destruction of hocnhgkan infrastructure, mosques public instituten
farms and United Nations facilities, and stres$edimportance of a permanent, durable ceasefire,
starting in Gaza and extending to the West Bank.

23. The Movement awaited the report of the Board otiingdispatched to Gaza by the Secretary-
General, and it called for immediate action todallup the findings of the Board’s investigation vl
as for the immediate dispatch of the fact-findinigsion called for by the Human Rights Council. He
said the Movement also strongly condemned Israeldinuing intensive campaign of settler
colonization, the construction of the wall home détions excavations and the imposition of arbigar
racist residency and movement restrictions, andliéd for their immediate cessation. He stresisatd
such measures were grave breaches of internatamalnd flagrant defiance of United Nations
resolutions and the advisory opinion of the Intéomal Court of Justice. The Movement called for
urgent action by the international community to peirthe occupying Power to abide by all of its
obligations under international law. He expregbedViovement’s hope that ongoing efforts to achieve
Palestinian reconciliation and unity would sooncaed.
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24, The representative of theague of Arab Statessaid the Israeli aggression against Gaza had
violated all international laws and the Fourth Gen€onvention, including through the use of cluster
bombs and depleted uranium. It had prevented ngbekers from reaching the victims. Those criroés
war had been denounced by various organizationsawdy the report of the Board of Inquiry
circulated to the Security Council. The United iNias and its specialized agencies must stop turaing
blind eye to the situation and stop dealing witlad$ as a country above the law. The declaratyon b
Israel’'s leadership that it was not going to atiigéts commitments had led to very negative
repercussions for peace, he stressed.

25. Continuing, the speaker said that the illegal oatiop and the separation wall carving up the
West Bank were making it impossible to establigiotiguous Palestinian State. The Israel
Government continued to impede the peace procekargnserious negotiations, including by its
settlements policy. Particularly troubling were tteclarations by the Israeli leadership indicatirey
rejection of the two-State solution and insisteoica so-called “economic peace” with the Palestigia
Israel must commit to its agreements, and opewgribgsings to allow for Gaza’s reconstruction, aefa
an even more serious situation in that hotbednsfite. The Arab League called on the international
community to abandon its double standard, and ep#nliamentarians of the world to reflect public
opinion, and called in better to take the necessipys to rectify the imbalances and prevent vamiatof
international law.

26. The representative of tiarliamentary Assembly of the Mediterraneandetailed the work that
the Assembly was carrying out in three standingrogtees to promote an overall peace settlemeritan t
Middle East. He also noted other regional chaksnguch as the resurgence of conflict, illegal atign
and climate change, all of which required colleet@fforts. Sharing best practices was a proven
approach, and the Assembly sought to transfer lexyd among Member States.

27. He said that the Committee on the Middle East waigllaly active working group. It did not
point fingers, but sought to bring together parkstarians, convinced that a lack of overall settietin
the Middle East continued to deprive the peoplthefMediterranean region of peace and stabilitye T
Assembly was seeking to serve as a catalyst forapgroaches and to generate new solutions. The
bureau of the Assembly would travel to the MiddésEon a fact-finding mission at the end of May, he
indicated. The challenge of the Middle East wdkdls and sensitive, but it must be addressedspibe
the new challenges constantly arising in the Mexditeean, cooperation with all countries, partidylar
the Gulf, was essential if the obstacles were teusmounted. Fostering such cooperation was dlrate
the Assembly hoped to play.

lll. Plenary sessions
A. Plenary |
Assessment of the current situation and prospectsif peace

28. Speakers in plenary | examined the prospects tordbumption of a genuine peace process
in the wake of the military assault on Gaza andde of parliamentarians in the new political laodpe.

29. Ziad Abu Amr , Member of the Palestinian Legislative Councildghat recent developments,
including the war in Gaza, the new Obama Adminiginaand the accession to power in Israel of a
rightist Government, were having their impact oa pinospects for peace in the Middle East. The
previous Israeli Government had negotiated, bug torlthe sake of negotiations. No PalestiniarieSta
had been established by the end of 2008, as hadhoged and promised internationally. Insteacelsr
settlement activities increased and there was am@nza. The new Government, which succeeded it,
had rejected the two-State solution and a freezgetittment activities.
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30. To restart a meaningful peace process, he saiotiygthe Obama Administration could exert
enough pressure on the Israeli Government to guldlieclare its commitment to the two-State solution
and a halt to all settlement activities. Failwett would contribute to a further deterioratidnhe
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory #melentire Middle East. An innovative proposailsu
as a regional road map that was being discussedited States circles, linking the Syrian-Isragldahe
Palestinian-Israeli tracks, would create a stakbémegotiations for all the relevant parties, aad

allow any one party to play one track against agotiA\ regional road map was compatible with thabAr
Peace Initiative and would, therefore, enjoy Arapport. He stressed that the sponsorship of thegoe
process should not be exclusively American. Hesamed an international coalition in support of the
regional road map comprising the United StatesRilrgsian Federation, Europe, the United Nations and
regional powers, the backing of which would stiftee resolve of the Obama Administration.

31. He said the new approach of the United States wioellessentially meaningless if its policy
objectives remained the same, including its strateijance with Israel. Scepticism was beginniog
haunt the high expectations of the Palestinianslaevorld about President Obama’s new approach, an
concerns were arising anew that he might succunteifiace of the new Israeli Government’s
confrontational style. Time was running out. Theras a chance to allay the fear and scepticishe. T
common belief was that solving the Palestiniandsiaroblem might be the right approach since that
might be the root cause of the other problemsérrdigion or, at the very least, used as a pretexhé
continuation of other conflicts. Parliamentariashsuld send a strong message to the parties trat th
was no alternative to the two-State solution armd ithmust be achieved sooner rather than later, he
concluded.

32. Mustafa El-Feky, Member of Parliament of Egypt, Chairman of therattee on Foreign
Relations of the Egyptian People’s Assembly, seedbat death and destruction in Gaza constituted
crimes against humanity according to the definiibthe International Criminal Court. The new kfa
Government included elements that had declaretirthessibility of peace with the Palestinians.
Clearly, the Israeli Government did not honour thaiernational commitments and agreements, and had
resorted to a policy of collective punishment agathe Palestinians. In the face of such flagrant
challenges to the peace process, parliamentariassmut rely solely on action by Governments but
should use the tools available to them. Priorgiesuld include supporting Egyptian efforts to grin
about agreement among the Palestinian factioniigaol a unified Government that bore the
responsibility of internal reconciliation and sesdithe opening of Gaza crossings. Gaza recoristnuct
was another important priority. Parliamentariansutth support all efforts to ensure that reconstounct
started under conditions of full accountability @rehsparency and they should follow up on the geésd
of Governments.

33. The third priority is the resumption of the peacedess. Israel's recent aggression against Gaza
should not detract from the essence of the Paiastoause. Ultimately, what Palestinians needesl wa
not only Gaza'’s reconstruction, but an end to g®ipation and an independent State of Palestine.
Parliamentarians were looking forward to a reviviaihe peace process within a clear political
framework, which would be beneficial to both Isra@ind Palestinians, and they should support those
efforts.

34. Takis Hatzigeorgiou, Member of the House of Representatives of theuBlgpof Cyprus, said
the Palestine question, like the Cyprus questi@s an international problem since it involved feayr
violations of international law and fundamental fammnights. The so-called “realities” imposed aéd
on the ground hindered efforts towards lasting peaml stability and left Palestinians in conditiohs
absolute hardship and poverty. He said that paisger peace depended on the political will toieeé
reconciliation among the Palestinians and recatmih between the Arab world and Israel. These
prospects also depended on the degree of engagefribatparties concerned in reviving the peace
process, as well as in ensuring full compliancé agreements reached and the two-State principle.
Efforts towards rehabilitating the Palestinian emog and institutions should not be a substitutettier
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goal of a fully realized Palestinian State, coritnglits own destiny, at peace with its neighboams
accountable to its people.

35. He highlighted the important role of the Europessa co-sponsor of the road map, as well as
through its Association Agreements and Europeaghteiurhood policy action plans with partners in the
region. The Union remained the largest donor ¢éoRhlestinian cause. He recalled that despitdgrsb
as a result of the Turkish occupation, Cyprus hadera contribution of $1 million for Gaza. The @y
Parliament had unanimously adopted several resakiton the issue, most recently on 8 January 2009,
condemning the military attack by Israel against®aza Strip, as well as any terrorist attackse Th
Cypriot Parliamentarians had been participatiniliddle East peace efforts at the level of the Eaeop
Parliament and the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamemtasgmbly, as well as in the framework of other
international parliamentary organizations. Hessteel that Parliamentarians should ensure that the
goodwill expressed by their Governments was evdigttranslated into concrete action. Cypriot
parliamentarians had always stressed their reagltodacilitate the Israeli-Palestinian dialogue arere
discussing ways to assist Gaza, including by ewaiytaoordinating a regional parliamentary initieti

The primary role of Parliaments, as the democriffietected representative body of the people, toas
uphold international legitimacy in support of a gehensive, just and lasting settlement of thetipres
of Palestine, he concluded.

36. Mohamed Barakeh Member of the Knesset, Secretary-General of HaBasty, said there was

a view that the new Israeli Government was onextreenism, opposing to the two-State solution. The
previous Government of Ehud Olmert had supportedwlo-State solution. The lack of such support had
prompted Kadima not to participate in the new Goment. However the Olmert/Livni Government had
done nothing to implement the two-State solutiowd had launched two wars, one in Lebanon and the
other in Gaza. Whether an Israeli Government abiite two-State slogan or not, they all agreethen
siege of Gaza and construction of the separatidl) agawell as on building new settlements and
restricting Palestinian movement. He called iteaglie whereby Israeli officials had declared thay
would not build settlements except to accommodateral growth, as the rate of growth of settlements
was double the rate of growth of the Israeli pofiola

37. He welcomed the Obama Administration’s appeal tadlksto sign the nuclear non-proliferation
treaty. As far as including the Iranian nucleaussin a discussion of the Palestinian issue vis-a-
Israel, he said that Israel had nuclear weapomselisand was indicating that, even if it signed an
international treaty on the subject, that would ctzdnge Israel’s production of nuclear weapons; it
presently had 200 such weapons in its arsenalsé’bould hardly be directed at the Palestinian lpeop
which barely owned a weapon.

38. He criticized declarations by the present Goverrtraad the previous one insisting that Israel be
recognized as a Jewish State with the intentidagitimize an ethnic-based State, to the detrinoéits
Arab citizens. Another worrying reality was théréaPalestinian division, which was exacerbated as
certain regional Power was trying to expand ithugrice among the Palestinians. Also alarmingjsn h
view, were Israeli plans to build a string of satients extending from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea,
bisecting the West Bank into two enclaves. Heechatin parliamentarians to promote the passagevsf la
that would empower their judiciaries to proseamés crimes committed outside their territory, sash

the ones committed in Gaza. The situation wheRdlgstinian legislators continued to languish iad$
jails without charges or trial also called for actby the world’s parliamentarians, he concluded.

39. Dennis Kucinich, Member of the United States House of Represepgtspeaking via video
message, said that parliamentarians needed tosteb the dichotomy of the “us versus them”
discussion, whereby one was either with the Paiesits or against them. When there was killingjas
not for parliamentarians to take one side or ampthé to help find a way for people to live in peaand
security, respecting each other’s right to survidefundamental challenge to peace globally waddhbe
that the world community had stood by in the fatsmomany human rights violations. Speaking as a
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friend of Israel, he supported its right to survivBut he could not let that translate into a falto
recognize the inherent, inalienable right of Pabéebs to their own State.

40. He said that parliamentarians needed to be engadkd question because their own nations
would always be confronted by the harsh realitiethe Middle East including Israelis and the canfli
between Palestinians. He called for an understgnafi the existential threat felt by Israelis amavithat
feeling translated into policies which might intfée counterproductive for Israel. He said he dmdt
support a rhetoric calling for the destructionsrkl, but Israel must also be urged to set adgmlicies
that had not just built walls, but had fractureg appe for the Palestinian people to exist in &ida
State. Parliamentarians had the capacity to maliesence, and they could take a position which
understood the great difficulties that both sidesendealing with, he concluded.

41. Clare Short, Member of the British Parliament, pointed out tite promised international aid to
rebuild Gaza was irrelevant because the borders glesed. People in Gaza were traumatized and
malnourished, and continued to live amongst thélgylyelying on the supplies transported through th
tunnels for all the necessities of life. In thedBank the Palestinians were constantly haragsgd a
intimidated as they tried to navigate the checkisoamd the wall to reach their lands, jobs, andation.
Those in East Jerusalem lived with the constaegthsf demolition of their houses, while those with
Israel were second class citizens with limited tégdnd opportunities. She recalled that Archbishaip
and many other South African witnesses had callad apartheid system, more cruel than that intSout
Africa. Former Prime Minister Olmert and Presid€atter had acknowledged the similarities.

42. She said that there was no prospect of a two-Stditéion unless massive Israeli settlements
were to be evacuated, and at the moment there avsigim of this. No significant Israeli party befsl in
two States based on the 1967 borders. A bittésidivamong the Palestinians factions, a deep anger
across the Muslim and Arab world, a growing riftwihe West, a rise in anti-Semitic attacks across
Europe, including attacks against anti-Zionistssleamd a decline of the moral authority of the Elhit
Nations were the result of a peace process, whashgeing nowhere, she asserted.

43. She stated that despite his good intentions, Rmesidbama was beset by many crises and locked
into a domestic political system deeply unbalarioats approach to the Israeli-Palestinian confli€b

its shame, the European Union, the majority of vehmgpulation saw the current treatment of the
Palestinians as deeply unjust, simply followed EaiStates policy and failed to uphold internatidaal

or to create more political space for Presiddmi@a. She called on parliamentarians to tellri t

and make it clear that there was no peace prooesthat the possibility of a two-State solution was
evaporating. Parliamentarians should call a loalb¢ talk of peace, under which Israel takes avare

land, increases its stronghold on the Palestintaiemches international law and is not being held t
account by the Security Council or the internati@mmmunity.

Plenary Il

Looking ahead: Identifying the most efficient waysn which parliamentarians can make a
difference in advancing Israeli-Palestinian peace

44, Speakers in Plenary Il explored the following thentae role of parliamentarians in raising
awareness about the situation on the ground ati@ipolitical process; networking: how
parliamentarians can keep the channels of commiimicapen among themselves; and comparative
advantages: areas in which parliamentarians c&e mdifference.

45, Abdulhadi Majali , Speaker of the House of Representatives of JoRtasident of the Euro-
Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly, said thatenthie Arab-Israeli conflict was a central
preoccupying theme for the Assembly; he was comdribat peace was possible, and indeed, was the
will of humankind, as was the realization of thgitienate aspiration of the Palestinians. The APalace
Initiative enjoyed the full support of the Arab akidislim communities, and deserved careful study by
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the international community, as it had promisedgiieon Israel’s withdrawal from all occupied
territories, its full incorporation into the regiamd the ending of the 60-year state of war. Thsefbly
supported, without reservation, all constructivegmsals that would end the conflict.

46. As Speaker of the Jordanian House of Represergatieebelieved that it was necessary to
encourage the parties to work towards peace aetdito the conflict, which had caused so many death
and shaken the region for so many years. Israttlements and their expansion must be haltedgalon
with all embargoes and policies of erecting basrtbat hampered the movement of those sufferingrund
occupation, which violated their human rights. pdisoners should be released, and land confiseatio
and excavations, which threaten the destructidrobf shrines and house demolitions, especially in
Jerusalem, must cease. Jordan was pursuing megmiaties and was convinced that peace could be
achieved. The people of the region were lookinyérd to peace. Jordan was working hard to promote
modern values, coexistence and compromise. Hedcah all parliamentarians to promote an end of the
occupation of all Arab lands, including the Golagidgihts and Sheba Farms, a just solution to thejeefu
issue and support the Arab Peace Initiative. ihe had come to put an end to the tragic storythed

use of force.

47. Louis Galeg Speaker of the House of Representatives of Msdtia, the contribution
parliamentary diplomacy could make to Israeli-P@hén peace could only be modest, quiet, and
incremental. IPU, the European Mediterranean &adntary Assembly, the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe, and the Parliamentary Asdgmibthe Mediterranean had all established
specialized groups working on the Middle East. deer, too many overlapping initiatives diluted thei
impact and created confusion.

48. He proposed convening a special session of theaRehtary Assembly of the Mediterranean,
hosted by Malta, dedicated to the Palestine issleefelt, however, that traditional conferences had
short-lived effect; information technology couldpide continuity through virtual meetings and
networking. Another option to consider was a forinfiormer chief negotiators of agreements between
the two sides. He called for an expanded dialagustrategic ways forward between parliamentarians
from the Quartet countries and from countries ardgion such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Iraq, Syrian Arab Republic, LebanJordan and Turkey, which Malta as a neutral
country could host Another option was a meetihgp & Malta, of the Chairs of the Foreign Affairs
Committees of the Parliaments of the United StaktesEuropean Union, the Russian Federation, the
Knesset and the Palestinian Legislative Counnd, @ the Arab countries, under the auspices of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. He calieoh the United Nations, in particular the Pateati
Rights Committee, to support such initiatives.

49. He suggested establishing a parliament-funded adtop programme, sponsoring young Israeli
and Palestinian scholars in order to promote utaeding and dialogue, including inter-religious
dialogue. Parliaments could also invite keynotagers, Israelis and Palestinians, to conduct delmat
the Palestine issue, hold briefings by parliameawartaking part in meetings abroad and strengthen
public awareness through media coverage. Participhy parliamentarians in international meetings,
including at United Nations Headquarters, also eddd be increased. Progress needed to be soitght w
regard to the open-ended detention without tridhefPLC members by Israel.

50. He warned that in order for the Euro-Mediterrané2earcelona process” to remain relevant, it
urgently needed to evolve and to address critisalenship and leadership issues. The “Union for the
Mediterranean” initiative of President Sarkozy veasimportant attempt to breathe life into the pssce
Since Helsinki I, Malta had argued that there cdagdho security in Europe unless there was seaurity
the Mediterranean. Parliamentarians from the repgaxd an open challenge for tomorrow — either to
leave the Mediterranean as a great divide or ti&waalessly for a closely linked region of theudts.

51. Eleni Theocharous Kariolou Member of the House of Representatives of theuBlapof
Cyprus, highlighted the recent establishment @fira diplomatic mission of Cyprus and Malta to the
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Palestinian Authority. Cyprus was uniquely posi&d to contribute to Israeli-Palestinian peace gea
it also maintained good relations with Israel. &malled that she had seen the extreme conditions
Gaza first hand. Having experienced war and odaupa her own homeland, she felt that one could
never do enough to overcome the calamities of mdrafhd to fight for peace, which could never be
attained with arms, but solely through dialogué.th® same time, negotiations that went on forever
without agreement jeopardized peace by undermimiaiyal confidence.

52. She said that recent events, the tragic balana shéhe recent attack on Gaza, the Israeli
elections and efforts to attain agreement betwegahFand Hamas had produced changes in the contours
of the problem, which called for responses on tioeiigd and to address the fundamentals of the proble
Ways already existed for parliamentarians to ndtvamnong themselves, and at the multilateral level a
multitude of forums existed. Awareness of theaditin on the ground in Gaza had been raised. 4t wa
necessary to do both, to alleviate the tragic oquseces and not to allow the war to happen agaén, s
said. Both sides saw the need for a politicalesatnt, but it should be stressed that the winher o
conflicts could not necessarily take all. She easted that parliamentary diplomacy had a compegati
advantage as parliamentarians were less inhibitddrimalities, which translated into flexibility.
Parliaments should coordinate with their Governmémturn pressure into concrete and longer-term
policies.

53. She said that the parties to the conflict shouldrged to fulfil their obligations under the road
map and the Annapolis commitments. There shoulal tentiguous Palestinian State in the West Bank
and Gaza, with East Jerusalem as its capital, aaéll settlement activities, which are an obstazle
peace, must cease. The Arab Peace Initiative gt@usupported. The new Israeli Government must
become a peace partner in favour of the two-Siaterv The United States and the European Union
must pressure that Government to accept the Anisgpalcess and the two-State solution, and pressure
Palestinians for their all-important reconciliati@upporting the Egyptian efforts. The urgent isdad
Gaza must absolutely be met, and all crossings bmuspened. There must be an exchange of prisoners
and members of the Palestinian Legislative Counast be released from Israeli prisons. Finally, al
parties must condemn and stop all forms of intirtiohg threats and violence, particularly against
innocent civilians.

54. Harri Grunberg , Political Adviser in the German Bundestag, shat Europe was divided in its
Middle East policy. Germany’s posture was influssh®y its historical obligation toward the Jewish
people. Which many social movements were demaratingconomic boycott of Israel similar to the one
against South Africa, all parties in the Bundestgcted this. He asserted that even under Neftarya
Liberman one could not speak of apartheid in Is@#tough if current trends continued it could olas
become a reality.

55. He argued that Germany, as one of the most impoBtates of the European Union, had to take
on more responsibility toward a political solutiofthe Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and not justatters
of assistance. Under current conditions this mearupgrading of the relations between the Europea
Union and Israel, but rather giving Israel a gusgarof joining the European Union together with an
independent Palestinian State. European parlianaés had to reconsider the decision to boycott
Hamas, and to support all efforts to build a Gowsnt of national reconciliation. He said that
parliamentarians should demand an end to Israeligation and military incursions. They should $pea
out against ethnic confrontations between Jewdstadli Palestinians, demand and end to land
confiscations and the Judaization of East Jerusatarpush for dismantling settlements that were not
part of the land exchange between Israel and thestiaans. No more settlers’ goods should be grgo
into Europe as being “Produced in Israel”.

56. During the Gaza war, for the first time, a majonfyGerman public opinion had condemned the
excessive use of force by Israel. Unfortunatdigre still was no criticism from the German
Government. Time was running out, he warned. e&dslo and Madrid in the 1990s, Israel had been
talking about peace while building settlements emdfiscating more land. Creating overcrowded
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settlements similar to Bantustans similar in thea&&trip and annexing the rest was not acceptaéle,
stressed. Parliamentarians should put pressutfeeddetanyahu-Liberman Government to present a
timetable for a Palestinian State. Parliament@igsito Gaza and the West Bank increased pressure
Israel and increased contacts with progressiveefofar a stronger vision of peace.

57. Mossi Raz former member of the Knesset, said that the nim@ebetween Israelis and
Palestinians continued, including the launchin@atsam missiles and attacks by the Israeli Airéorc
Gaza. He called on participants to condemn alewice, regardless of who was behind it, while also
condemning the occupation and settlement actiyitiesse demolitions and land confiscations. He
understood there was a difference between an Aberaitack and an attack with a Qassam rockets.

58. In order to consider the role of parliamentaridiessaid that it was first necessary to clearly
define the desired aims. First and foremost, Wzt an end to the violence and the Israeli occopati
and to human rights violations. The way forwardgwa@create two States with in the 1967 bordert wi
East Jerusalem as the capital of the Palestingte.SThe best way to that achieve would be good to
accept the Arab League Peace Initiative. Israglishachieve a peace treaty with the Syrian Arab
Republic, meaning an end to the occupation in thiaiGHeights, with Lebanon and all the other Arab
countries.

59. He said that among the Israeli population, manyetted the Arab initiative and the two-State
solution, as had the previous Israeli Governmdtitpagh he was not sure that many supported th& 196
borders. The two-State solution had gone unimptéate however, because of a basic lack of trugten
Palestinians by many in Israel. The role of ISsgghrliamentarians was to criticize the Government
policy and advocate the two-State solution andAttad Peace Initiative. Arab parliamentarians,
including Palestinians, should talk to the Israatisl meet with them to explain the Arab initiatine

detail, because it was really quite straightforwdmabking ahead, he expressed guarded optimismtabou
the future of the peace process. He said thgtréhdous Israeli Government had rhetorically sujpgubr
the two-State solution, so that there was no pressuit to implement its commitments. Mr. Netamya
on the other hand, was more vulnerable to intesnatiand domestic pressure. During his previous
tenure as Prime Minister he had negotiated andeditjme Hebron protocol with Arafat. He called on
parliamentarians to be very active in educatindipupinion and their Governments about the resditi

of the conflict, which often went misreported by timainstream media of both sides.

60. George Vellg Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Middlstk# the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Mediterranean, said that the Isf&llestinian conflict was basically about terytand
sovereignty. The conflict had been one of proviocafollowed by excessive retaliation. While the
Israeli and Palestinian populations at large waptsateful coexistence between two sovereign States,
extremist elements in the political spheres on aths had sought total victory, whatever the human
price. He argued that the role of parliamentarigruld be to convince those elements to embrace
compromise, and to accept that peace would nevactieved through military means, be they Qassam
rockets or IDF firepower.

61. Parliamentary diplomacy worked in parallel to, ofts/en paving the road to, traditional
diplomatic initiatives. Parliamentarians enjoybd tiniqgue advantage of being able to work closdly w
their constituencies, and they were therefore fileean Governments to meet and talk among themselves
At the national level, members of parliament passtdlaw and monitored the implementation of
international standards and agreements, which teddng on Israeli-Palestinian peace. They set an
example of peaceful dialogue, and shaped publiciopi Some went on to hold cabinet responsibditie
and to implement the political visions born outludir interaction with foreign colleagues. He edlfor
keeping the channels of communication betweengradntarians open and for speaking out against
boycotts and sanctions, which only intensified @xiism. Parliamentarians should avoid taking sides
the conflict so as to maintain their credibility.
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62. Like other inter-parliamentary organizations, tlaglidmentary Assembly of the Mediterranean
had set up a dedicated ad hoc committee to delalthét Middle East. He stressed that such bodies
should not be mere venues for recrimination oranfidr hackneyed declarations. They should serve as
catalysts for forward-looking practical solutionde announced that the Assembly’s Bureau, includsig
President and its Secretary-General, would travéieé Middle East on a fact-finding mission at ¢mel

of the month of May to Cairo, Gaza, Ramallah, Jadam and Amman. The aim was to support the
Middle East peace process, assess the situatitiGaas, re-engage the Israeli Parliament, and stppo
efforts to increase humanitarian aid. It was inbant on parliamentarians to ensure that the Neklanya
Government in Israel came round to the two-Statieygpaand to convince Hamas to accept Israel’strigh
to exist and, once again, to participate in thetala of a Palestinian Government. He called on
parliamentarians to support Egypt’s efforts to achiPalestinian reunification and ensure that Gaza
again opened up. Parliamentarians had to unddahaéact that Israeli settlements, the final staifi
Jerusalem, the right of return of refugees, the efadeparation and the situation in the refugaapsin
countries such as Lebanon and Jordan were crgsiz¢s impacting any final agreement. He alsoctalle
upon parliamentarians to acknowledge the efforiBuskey to mediate between Israel and the Syrian
Arab Republic, as well as the more vigorous effoftthe European Union and the Obama
Administration towards peace in the Middle East.

63. Qais Abdel-Karim Khadar, Member of the Palestinian Legislative Councildghat the
situation of Cyprus was not dissimilar to the cadtams situation of the Palestinians, and that itildo
eminently qualify Cyprus to play a role for peacdtie region. The Palestinian Legislative Coufutly
welcomed that role. While the new Administratidritee United States was giving unprecedented
importance to advancing the peace process, it iaahing with the Government of extremists in Israel
which did not conceal its opposition to the prihegoof peace. The declarations of the Israeliigare
Minister had been very clear — the Governmentingidconsider itself committed to the Annapolis
process, it would relinquish the “land for peacghpiple and the two-State solution. When thedfra
Prime Minister called for negotiations without pseditions, he meant eluding Israeli commitments.

64. He warned that if the obstacles that hindered prevhegotiations were not addressed, it would
lead only to a new scenario of failure. The aird taabe clear, namely, to end the Israeli occupadiad
create an independent, sovereign Palestinian Bititin the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its
capital. That meant a cessation of all settleraetivities, including “natural growth”, and the
construction of the separation wall. Under covidhe Annapolis peace negotiations, Israel pemdiste
expanding settlements, building the wall, Judaidiegisalem and launching an aggressive war in Gaza.

65. He called upon President of the United States, @a@bama, to take the position of the
Palestinian Authority that there was no use iniooing talks without a commitment by Israel for the
basic requirements of the peace process. Seriddshapolis had collapsed, while under the cover of
negotiations, Israel had persisted in its untenpblieies. He argued that the main reason it ladaen
possible to find a way out had been that the pydbss far, had lacked balance. In the absenasa of
equal balance of power, the international commuméty to intervene to pressure Israel to put antend
the violations of international law, with appropgeaenalties. Otherwise, it would be impossible to
advance the peace process. Responding to a psespeaker, he said that maintaining balance meant
respecting the norms of international legitimasyeashrined in United Nations resolutions.
Parliamentarians should ensure that their Govertsya@mply with decisions such as the advisory
opinion of the International Court of Justice oa #eparation wall.
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Plenary Il

Coordination of efforts undertaken by parliamentarians to advance Israeli-Palestinian peace:
national, regional and other types of initiatives

66. Speakers in Plenary lll discussed the followingiéss framework for action: at the national
level, through umbrella organizations and througgiianal organizations; the complementary rolesef t
legislative and executive branches, and broadehmframework: how parliamentarians can work with
the United Nations and other entities.

67. Abdullah Abdullah , Member of the Palestinian Legislative Councildghere were members’
ideas being forwarded, what was needed was wapsplement them. Peace in the Middle East required
ending the Israeli occupation, ensuring that Paliesis become sovereign in their land and givirasénh

in Israel who were skeptical and fearful some re@@sge. Parliamentary diplomacy was not new -ther
had been many initiatives. As far as Israeli-Ral&s peace was concerned, he recalled a 199ating

of IPU to support the peace process. An earligrifitiative of 1986 centred on holding an inteioaal
conference on the Middle East, and IPU consideasthly a parliamentary dimension as a contribution,
for which it had voted to create a committee regméing the five geographical regions.

68. Furthermore, he said that, after Madrid and Osle,|PU initiative had been transformed into a
Committee on Middle East issues, with the aim ofaating the peace negotiations. Over time, itsllev
of activity had declined, so that no real progfess been achieved. The Parliamentary Assemblyeof t
Council of Europe had also failed to make a reatrdoution to peace, because of the reluctanchef t
Israeli side to go even so far as the Annapolisstdndings, or to adopt terms of reference based o
United Nations resolutions. Other regional parbamary assemblies were also thinking of contritgutin
to advancing the peace process. What was needed sexious attempt to bring all those disparate
initiatives into one and, instead of seeking negag] to seek ways of implementing the abundansplan
for peace that were already on the table. He egipddthat parliaments, as the conscience of thplee
had a legal, public and moral responsibility tougaghat provisions of international law were respd.

69. Michael Reinprecht, Head of Unit EuroMed of the European ParliamBntissels, made a
presentation on the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamgitasembly fact-finding mission to Gaza of 22 to 24
February 2009, which had taken it to Cairo, Gageyshlem, Ramallah and Amman. This mission had
taken place at a critical moment, both for Israel the Occupied Palestinian Territory. During its
meeting with Israeli politicians, including Primeifiter Netanyahu, the delegation, led by the Hesti

of the European Parliament, Hans-Gert Pétterind,camprising the Chairs of various committees ef th
Assembly insisted on a two-State solution and digal solution with the Islamic Republic of Irarit

also had maintained that a strengthened Palestgi@amomy and security situation could not substitut
for the two-State solution.

70. He drew attention to the recent resolution adopiethe Assembly’s political committee on the
Middle East situation. Despite threats of a watkmuthe Knesset delegation, the committee had
managed to continue its constructive work and diadoand from this its value was derived. Recalling
that he had seen the results of the Gaza assahlhisiown eyes, he recalled what President Pageri
had said during the fact-finding mission: “Eacll &very individual, regardless of their religion or
nationality, had the same dignity, and that mughleeguiding principle for all countries of on Assaly,
especially in the conflict zones of the Middle Bast

71. Hector Amigo, Member of the Cuban National Assembly and PresidEthe Cuban

Commission for the Environment, said that parliatagans had the responsibility to speak up whenever
the occupation of a country against its peoplelshyia foreign power persisted, as in the casisrafel,
which continued to submit the Palestinian peoplgréwve violations of their most basic rights whiking
assured impunity by the support of the Governmétit@United States in the United Nations Security
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Council and in other international forums. Paradalky, the same country adjudged itself the right
create a list of terrorist countries in which Cutms included, and continued to imprison Cuba’se'fiv
heroes.”

72. The Cuban parliament adopted a declaration immelgliatter the unjustified aggression against
the Gaza Strip on December 27 condemning the gisptionate and indiscriminate use of sophisticated
mass extermination weapons against men, womerlrehibnd the elderly, all civilians. He called on
parliamentarians from all over the world to demé#rat Governments exert a more effective and
concerted action at the United Nations in favouthef Palestinian cause, condemn the brutal Gaza
blockade, reiterate the repudiation of the forciaattering of millions of Palestine refugees armiéase
efforts to bring the perpetrators of the crimes owotted in the Gaza Strip to justice. He called on
parliamentarians to support the recent call of IP§Ing the immediate release of the members of the
Palestinian Legislative Council who had been aabiiir detained by the Israeli authorities, denoutee
settlement policy and condemn the constructiomef‘tvall of the shame.”

73. The Cuban National Assembly had stated its firmpsuffor the inalienable right of the
Palestinian people of exercising its sovereignty self-determination in an independent State, bagsed
the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its ¢apiteational, regional and international forun@uban
parliamentarians reaffirmed their rejection of illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian and othesb
territories and condemned the violations of intéomal human rights and international humanitatzam.

74. Yariv Oppenheimer, General Director of Peace Now, Tel Aviv, stataitlshe peace camp was
trying to convince the sceptical Israeli publictiHar the sake of a normal life, of global recdgnm of
Israel, the occupation and the conflict with théeBnians had to end. Many Israelis who suppattted
two-State solution did not believe that a withdrbfmam the West Bank would lead to peace and
security. Those who opposed it felt that Arabs yuanted to destroy Israel and would never acdept i
existence.

75. He stressed that both sides had made tremendqssteteards peace, and also made tremendous
mistakes. One reason Oslo had failed was becaaise$] by blowing up buses, had made it impossible
for Israelis to believe in peace. Israeli rightagers, meanwhile had done everything in their pdwer
build more settlements and cement the occupatarliamentarians must look at the situation from a
balanced perspective, he said. He had condempeslahin Gaza, but it was the reaction to missiles
fired into Israeli cities, that could not be igndreThe rockets were fired because Israel wasrgoSaza
and imposing a curfew. However, Hamas had taken tne Gaza Strip by force and was insisting on
getting even more weapons from the Islamic Reputflican to threaten Israel. He said that more
condemnations of Israel, including pressure andbtty, were somewhat effective, but that they would
not solve the problem. The only way forward wasttot a political channel that would lead to tve-t
State solution.

76. He said the goal of the parliamentarians, bottdaésrael and outside, was to create channels of
communication, which was lacking when it came ®RBalestinian side and the rest of the Arab world.
Parliamentarians could also help activate an in&bolitical channel, which would influence and
challenge decision-makers. Israelis also needesbsoeance that in case of a withdrawal from thetWes
Bank, it would not become a base for attacks byeexsts, similar to Gaza.

77. Stavros Zenios Rector of the University of Cyprus, argued thatldwide, political
fragmentation was driven by nationalism, which veginborders that encompassed entire nations, and
rulers to come from the same nation as the rulde nationalism of Greek Cypriots wanted union with
Greece. The nationalism of Turkish Cypriots waritegir own separate State. Another force thatethap
the world was integration: as a result mainly chteological advances nation States could no longer
control the flow of money, ideas, technology, goadd people. International institutions increalsing
constrained what States did.
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78. He called for creative leadership, with foresightéparate what people wanted from what they
really needed. People, on both sides of the Cygiidde, driven by memories of insecurity, wantaad
and order and seemed to prefer the status quanefsber of the European Union, Cypriots needed to
cultivate a sense of reciprocity with that Europpartners, with neighbours and within the Cyprus
communities, to promote multicultural relationsgisbsolidarity and the pursuit of common goalstsu
as protecting the environment, finding enough watet securing sustainable energy. He argued that
leaders could exhibit toxic leadership by promotmg‘us against them” mentality or, alternatively,
creative leadership by asking people to beliewhéir own powers to overcome their fears and to
exercise high moral authority by staying firmly v course of the universal values of tolerancpeet
for the democratic process and belief in the paf@ommunication and dialogue. Institutions ofttég
learning played an important role in cultivatingske values.

IV. Closing statements

79. Saviour Borg, Rapporteur of the Committee, introduced the amfioly statement of the
organizers (see annex I).

80. Michalis Stavrinos, Head of the Middle East and Africa Department, Mgliryi of Foreign Affairs
of Cyprus, thanked the organizers of the Meetihg,Wnited Nations, the Palestinian Rights Committee
and the House of Representatives of Cyprus foinitiative to organize the event during a veryiceit
period for the Middle East peace process. Thegeteof Cyprus as the venue of the meting was
indicative of the pivotal role that the country,iaihenjoyed good relations with both parties to the
conflict, could play as its approach was guidedhayrules of international law, full respect fomhan
rights and adherence to the commitments previaustiertaken by the parties themselves. The
geographical proximity of the island to the Mid@ast allowed it to act as a useful springboardtfer
initiatives of the European Union aimed at peaak@osperity, as Europe had done after two
catastrophic wars.

81. Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer of Palestine to the United Nsitisaid that since
Annapolis, Palestinians had negotiated in goodh faitit they had not succeeded in reaching agreement
with the Israelis. Many prominent observers ackiedged that the Palestinian Authority had
significantly improved the security situation. Hewer, not only had the Israelis not abided by their
obligations, but by their own admission, settlereativities during the negotiations had increased 1
fold in comparison with 2008, and the number ofosip@ints had increased from 540 to 640. Annapolis
had failed. The obstacles that had led to ther@ibf Annapolis had to be removed from the patthef
next round of negotiations, if there was to bex neund.

82. He emphasized that there was international consgbsth at the United Nations and within the
international community, of what the solution slibbk, adding that even the United States was part o
that consensus. It was the birth of the PalestiSiate in the territory Israel occupied in 196hviEast
Jerusalem as capital, and a just agreed solutitretcefugee issue based on General Assembly tesolu
194 (lll). There was also a global consensus em#ed to remove the obstacles to negotiations: to
freeze settlement, including natural growth; remoutposts and checkpoints; and to lift the siege on
Gaza. Governments, parliamentarians and civiletptiad to muster the political will to see tohiat
those obstacles were removed and to bring evemyboae€ompliance with the international consensus on
the issue. Palestinians wanted to hear if Annapedis still on the table and, if not, what othexaislthe
United States and others had. It was unprodutdiw®ntinue to analyse the situation. Only prattic
suggestions would lead to success in this endeavbtirat effort failed, the Palestinians woulchtaue
their struggle against the occupation in other frhe concluded.

83. In closing the Meetind?aul Badji, Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, gdidd been gratifying to see the extent to which
parliamentarians were engaged in trying to findlat®n to that decades-old conflict and in making
difference. Inter-parliamentary diplomacy coulddffective when intergovernmental dialogue was
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deadlocked. Indeed, that might be the presentesig#. The parliamentarians at the meeting haceritad
possible to step out of the habitual paradigmstattishown the participants new ways to createnzatdi
conducive to a new era of peace between Isradlig’afestinians. That could only come from a firm
commitment to upholding the rights and legitimagpieations of both peoples.

84. Everyone was aware of what needed to be doneng pdace, he said, agreeing with the
previous speaker. Everyone was also aware thaaskeof bringing peace to the Middle East had now
been rendered even more difficult in the wake efrttilitary assault on Gaza and the new political
landscape. However, none of those issues, no matte sensitive or politically and emotionally lage
could be excluded from the peace negotiationsiéhle and lasting peace was to be achieved. An
alternative to violence, based on respect for maonal law, had to be found.

85. He said that the international community, actimptigh Governments and parliaments, had the
legal and moral responsibility to strive for peadespite the current obstacles. It was time tdyape
principles of international law as enshrined intédiNations resolutions, including the principldaid

for peace. The new political landscape in the Nidgeast allowed, at best, for very cautious optimis
Yet, the unacceptable situation of more than 4@syeficontinuous occupation had to be urgently
redressed to allow both Israelis and Palestiniam®éxist in peace and security. The Committeeldvou
continue to raise awareness of all aspects ofubstapn of Palestine, in accordance with its mamdat
until the occupation was brought to an end anddtaeli-Palestinian conflict was resolved in al it
aspects. He thanked the participants and the Gmesrt of Cyprus.
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Annex |
Concluding statement of the organizers

1. The United Nations International Meeting in Sompf Israeli-Palestinian peace was convened
by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalien&bights of the Palestinian People in Nicosia om& a
7 May 2009.

2. The objective of the Meeting was to emphasiedrtiportant role played by national parliaments
and inter-parliamentary organizations at the regjiamd international levels in shaping public opini
formulating policy guidelines and upholding intetinaal legitimacy in support of a comprehensivet ju
and lasting settlement of the question of PalestiParticipants in the Meeting discussed ways iitkvh
lawmakers could be instrumental in helping Israatid Palestinians resume the political dialogulee T
Meeting also underscored the need to promote aplgl #pe principles of international law to all effe
aimed at resolving the Middle East conflict angbanticular, its core issue, the question of Palesti

3. The participants expressed serious concern aheweteriorating situation in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East JerusalerartiBipants were particularly alarmed about theustaf
the peace process between Israel and the Palestinithe wake of Israel’s military assault on Gaza
While the negotiations remained suspended andrtspects for their genuine resumption were
considered bleak, the participants urged the neaelisGovernment to declare its support for a twaks
solution.

4. Participants were appalled by the lack of angitale improvement of the situation in Gaza. The
Israeli military invasion of December and Januaag keft some 1,440 Palestinian killed and over ,30
injured, the majority of whom were civilians. kdhalso led to a massive destruction and damage of
Palestinian homes, property and infrastructuree fillitary onslaught had followed many months of a
suffocating Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strippelcy continued to date. As a result, Palestianiaere
faced with severe shortages of all basic and esssnpplies, including materials badly needed to
commence reconstruction. Participants recalleduhder the Fourth Geneva Convention Israel, the
occupying Power, was obliged to protect the Paiesticivilian population under its occupation aad t
act within the ambit of international law. Panpiants noted that all efforts to achieve a ceassfiould
be supported and should lead to a permanent aassditviolence. They strongly condemned the kiilin
of innocent civilians by either side. Violence megatively affected all efforts at promoting pok
dialogue. Negotiations should not be held hostagegiendas of extremists. Participants calledufor
immediate lifting of the Israeli blockade of Gazaldahe opening of all crossings in accordance thi¢h
Agreement on Access and Movement of 15 Novembeb.20biey also called for the release of all
prisoners, including Palestinian parliamentarians.

5. Participants expressed their appreciation feliimediate and continued engagement of the
United Nations General Assembly and Security Cdu@vernments, national parliaments, regional and
international organizations and civil society ongations to achieve a ceasefire, provide basidsesvo

the civilian population, investigate possible vi@as of international humanitarian law and demand
concrete steps to improve the situation. Partitjpaommended Arab and European parliamentarians
who had been among the first on the ground to cifisst-hand information and to report back toithe
Governments and constituencies. They encouragéidmantarians to stay involved in the issue and to
engage their Israeli and Palestinian counterpastsyell as their own Governments with a view to
promoting a political solution of the conflict.

6. Participants concurred that the situation ina3aauld improve only once progress in the Israeli-
Palestinian political process has been achievedhdt context, all efforts towards the goal ofiaeimg a
negotiated final status agreement should be engedrand fully supported. To that end, the Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations must be resumed with lgerly stated goal of achieving a two-State sotutio
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Negotiations needed to be buttressed by tangiljjeawements of the situation on the ground. Most
importantly, the parties must fulfil their obligatis under phase | of the road map.

7. In that regard, participants expressed thabsertoncern over Israel’'s ongoing settlement
activity, with the Government continuing to confise large areas of Palestinian land and issue @nadss
of tenders for new housing units in settlementh@West Bank. Participants reiterated that tlesgmce
of settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Tewjtorcluding East Jerusalem, was illegal under
international law. They called on Israel to imnadly cease settlement activity, including congtouc
related to “natural growth”, and to dismantle ssttént outposts. Of particular concern was the
expansion and consolidation of large settlemertksian and around East Jerusalem, especially isdhe
called “E-1” area. It was observed that the presaf settlements in that area had resulted inrgeye
Jerusalem from the rest of the West Bank, cuttiegWest Bank into two parts and prejudging the
outcome of the permanent status negotiations.icRemts were particularly alarmed by the contiguin
demolition of Palestinian homes in East Jerusaleinere close to 2,000 demolition orders were culyent
pending, and many more Palestinian families weterg@lly at risk of losing their homes. In that
connection, participants endorsed the proposabafening a special conference of parliamentarians o
Jerusalem as soon as possible.

8. Participants denounced the continued constmuctidghe wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory and its effects on Palestinian commusitend recalled the 2004 advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice, in which the Cchad clearly stated that the construction of thd wabk
illegal under international law and insisted orré@sioval. Furthermore, they called for the remmfal

the many barriers and checkpoints in the Occup@eésinian Territory and the restoration of the
situation that had existed before September 200y emphasized the need for more serious action by
the international community to challenge the presesf the wall in the Occupied Palestinian Teryitor
Participants commended the courageous advocaonacif numerous parliamentarians who had
participated in demonstrations against the watlyjoled assistance to Gaza and kept their home
constituencies informed about the harsh realitiebesituation in the Occupied Palestinian Teryito
including Jerusalem. They encouraged them to woatio support action on these issues at the raigion
and international levels.

9. Participants warned that, taken together, tisgegyatic policies and actions of the occupying
Power towards the West Bank, East Jerusalem ar@dba Strip seriously endangered an internationally
supported approach to the solution of the conflertidering the creation of a viable, contiguous and
sovereign Palestinian State impossible. Theydalfgon the parties to work for a peaceful settleémén
the question of Palestine based on the existentvecobtates, Israel and Palestine, living sideitg s
peace and security. The participants reiteratedaltomprehensive, just and lasting solution ef th
Israeli-Palestinian conflict could only be foundaocordance with international law based on Securit
Council resolutions 242 (1967), 338 (1973), 13900@), 1515 (2003), and 1850 (2008) and all other
relevant resolutions of the United Nations. Pgréints agreed that a negotiated solution to thetopre

of Jerusalem, based on international law, was kéywnly to the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinia
conflict, but also to a lasting peace in the wirelgion. In that connection, participants recatleat the
status of Jerusalem could only be resolved thrawgggotiations and in full accordance with relevant
United Nations resolutions, and agreed that théimeed support of the international community was
crucial for advancing the Israeli-Palestinian neg@ns on all core issues. They reiterated thatArab
Peace Initiative remained an important elemenaétwancing peace in the region which should be deize

10. Participants expressed that serious concetiisiiaeel was not abiding by its obligations under t
Fourth Geneva Convention to provide protectiorhtdivilian population under occupation. The
applicability of the Convention to the Occupiedd3sihian Territory, including East Jerusalem, hadrb
repeatedly confirmed by the Conference of the Hightracting Parties, as well as by the General
Assembly, the Security Council and the Internati@wurt of Justice. It was pointed out that
parliamentarians had a special responsibility suemthat their Governments took a principled actio
under the Convention to ensure respect of and adberto norms of international humanitarian law.
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11. Participants voiced their concern about theriral Palestinian divisions blocking national unity
of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip under the failes Authority. They expressed support for all
efforts of Arab and other countries, in particdtarthe efforts by Egypt, as well as for the irtitras of
President Abbas, aimed at promoting reconciliatind restoration of Palestinian national unity, vhic
were essential for progress in achieving a perntasettiement of the question of Palestine. They
encouraged the Palestinian factions to put th@mnatinterests and aspirations of the Palestineople
ahead of any partisan concerns and to bring themurounds of talks to an early and successful
conclusion.

12. Participants at the Meeting, hosted by Cyprudember State of the European Union,
appreciated the critical role played by the Uniad ather European States in support of the Palastin
people. They appreciated the profound interestadd involvement of European institutions, its
Commission, the Parliament and other structuresfarts at supporting a solution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. They encouraged the poli@kng organs of the Union continue to play a more
supportive and proactive role in various aspecth®@folitical process, thus complementing the
substantial economic assistance provided by theean Commission.

13. Participants were of the view that nationaligarents and inter-parliamentary organizations had
a special role to play in advancing the IsraelieBtihian peace process. Such organizations dstdre
Parliamentary Union, the Parliamentary AssemblthefMediterranean, the European-Mediterranean
Parliamentary Assembly of the Barcelona ProcessEtiropean Parliament and the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union worked to uphold internatidiasl and promote an effective political dialogue
aimed at resolving all permanent status issuesgicipants encouraged these inter-parliamentary
organizations to develop closer cooperation ambamselves, with Israeli and Palestinian lawmakers
and with the United Nations and its Committee anEercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People, with a view to supporting a mahensive, just and lasting peace in the region,
including a peaceful settlement of the questioRaiestine. In that context, participants notedvedel
recommendations and suggestions made during thérger Nicosia to strengthen the role of
parliamentarians at the national, regional, anerirational levels in contributing towards the ratioh

of the question of Palestine. They called on théddl Nations Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, ifaboration with the above-mentioned inter-
parliamentary organizations, to examine those palsowith a view to their eventual implementation.

14. Participants commended Cyprus for itsstwictive role in the Committee on the Exerciséhef
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People amearaged its continuation. They welcomed the
personal interest of the President of the RepufliCyprus in the United Nations Meeting and
appreciated his message in support of Israeli-Bail@s peace. They commended the many members of
the House of Representatives of the Republic off@yfor their vivid interest and engagement in the
guestion of Palestine, thus contributing to effattsesolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.rtiRipants
expressed gratitude to the Government and Parliaof¢he Republic of Cyprus for hosting the Meeting
and the generous hospitality extended to them.
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