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Executive summary

The theme of the Meeting revolved around the gngwole of women and youth in
finding a peaceful resolution of the question oeBane, especially in the light of the Arab
Spring in the Middle East and the significant rofeéhe social media in mobilizing these
increasingly important groups in the Palestiniatiety as well as the global civil society.

Participants reviewed international support foitlk@-ground initiatives of youth and
women, and how international stakeholders can artieeir energy and resourcefulness,
empower them through education, training and ecanopportunities, and involve them more
in the political process. They also looked atithpact of social media networks on building an
open Palestinian society, while considering how &pments, United Nations entities and
international civil society organizations couldteetcoordinate efforts with Palestinian and
Israeli youth and women'’s organizations.

Participants stressed that the harsh socioeconompict of the Israeli occupation on
Palestinian youth and women left them marginaliaed disenfranchised, and that they were
mostly excluded from the political process. Thbesaquent challenges and home-grown and
global efforts to improve their lot included findinvays to offer women additional training that
would help them to develop their leadership capecdnd find jobs in a very tight, male-
dominated labour market. For young people, chgsnncluded finding ways to include them
in the political process without their being ussedaols for furthering the agendas of political
factions, and uniting their diverse voices acrbgs@ccupied Palestinian Territory.

While all agreed that information technology pldyebig role in Palestinian social
cohesion and State-building, provided an imponmaitform for the political education of the
Palestinian youth and had given them access toietyaf ideas, trends and practices, some also
pointed out the shortcomings of social media regsgifrom an information overflow, and the
inability to control or regulate the content postedthe Internet. Participating on Facebook and
clicking on a “like” icon also made young peoplergnacent and unwilling to take to the streets
as they thought this fulfilled their role as acdtg and was sufficient for their political
participation.

Others argued that it was important to develogtasgries to bolster education, and pointed
to the need to hold Israel to account for humahtsig@buses in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory. They emphasized that it was importanthange the Israeli mindset towards the
Palestinians, dismantle Israeli settlements, apghts-based diplomacy to end the conflict, and
better coordinate civil society and United Natiefforts on the ground. Participants also
thought that the United Nations role in the Quasdtich was largely controlled by the United
States, and its failure to implement its own resohs, had delegitimized the United Nations in
the eyes of the Arab world and within the globail@ociety.

The Meeting concluded that youth and women shenlthnce their use of social media
tools as a platform for political participationnatwork to unite diverse groups’ struggles and
rally against the occupation. Palestinians shtakd full advantage of the information
technology that was becoming an utmost weapon of wa



[. Introduction

1. The United Nations International Meeting on the Qiom of Palestine was held at the
Headquarters of the United Nations Educationak@dic and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO) in Paris on 30 and 31 May 2012, undetispices of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the PaleatirfPeople (“the Committee”) and in accordance
with the provisions of General Assembly resolutiéfs.4 and 66/15 of 30 November 2011.

The theme of the Meeting was “The role of youth amtnen in the peaceful resolution of the
guestion of Palestine”.

2. The Committee was represented at the Meeting ®Jeydtion comprising Abdou Salam
Diallo (Senegal), Chair of the Committee; Zahir irafAfghanistan ), Vice-Chair; Christopher
Grima (Malta), Rapporteur; Othman Jerandi (Tunjsaad Maria de los Angeles Flores Prida,
Permanent Delegate of Cuba to UNESCO. The Meebngisted of an opening session, three
plenary sessions and a closing session.

3. The themes of the plenary sessions were: “Thettuaf youth and women in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 3atem”, “Empowerment of women and youth:
a core prerequisite in building the Palestinianietgdor an independent State of Palestine”, and
“The role of the international community, in padiar the United Nations and civil society”.

4. At the Meeting, presentations were made by 21 eégpecluding Palestinian and Israeli
experts. Representatives of 59 Governments, RaeStintergovernmental organizations,

4 United Nations bodies, 26 civil society organizas, 7 media outlets, and special guests and
members of the public attended the Meeting.

5. The summary of the Chair of the Committee on theames of the Meeting (see annex |
to the present report) was published shortly d@fteriMeeting concluded its work, and is
accessible at the website of the Division for Ralemn Rights, of the United Nations Secretariat,
at www.un.org/depts/dpa/gpal/calendar.htm.

Il. Opening session

6. The Meeting opened with a statement by United Mati®ecretary-GenerBan Ki-moon,
delivered by means of video. The Secretary-Gewegdomed the Meeting’s theme and said that
women and young people largely drove the eventseoArab Spring. They rose up against
human rights abuses and oppression, spoke ougfigy and justice, dignity and decent work
and they tapped the power of social networks farad@ood. He acknowledged the potential of
young people to make history and transform thesret®s for the better.

7. However, the Secretary-General pointed out thagd®iaian women and youth continued
to face exclusion, unemployment and poverty. He theat the occupation made access to
education, jobs and health care more difficult, added that internal divisions only made the
problem worse. He emphasized that Palestinian wwaand youth had a right to fulfil their
aspirations without barriers and without discrintioa, and to have their voices heard in



decision-making. He said that the United Natiowsk&d day in and day out to promote
economic and political empowerment throughout teeupied Palestinian Territory, and that
women and youth had much to contribute to seclmstang Israeli-Palestinian peace.

8. He deplored the fact that a two-State solution vag overdue, and stressed that the
status quo was unacceptable and unsustainablent¢teiraged Palestinian and Israeli youth to
build a future of peace and urged greater involvdgméwomen in the peace process. In
conclusion, he said that the United Nations wowldtimue to support Palestinian women and
youth and would not just make speeches about théencalled on the international community
to listen to them and work with them. The Secretaeneral reiterated that this was what the
Meeting was about and that the participants haéulisupport.

9. Abdou Salam Diallo,Chair of the Committee, said that youths accoufae@4 per cent
of the Palestinian population and women comprissfl Ht was paradoxical that while they
suffered the most under the occupation -- fromenok, unemployment, lack of opportunities,
social pressures and exclusion -- their potenti&leip achieve peace and create a sovereign
Palestinian State remained largely untapped. tdsstd that participants had gathered at the
Meeting in Paris to discuss the best way to makeofishis tremendous capital for achieving
peace and create a two-State solution, while itstilpossible.

10.  The Chair invited young people to share questionkideas on Twitter and to spread the
word through social media during the Meeting tdiané a global conversation, generate ideas
and identify pitfalls. He pointed out that througgcial media, youths had shown their readiness
to become agents of change. He called on theraddhe Internet to further create pathways for
peace, and reminded them to refrain from spreadii@egsages of hate. The Chair said that the
Committee had responded to the potential of soeedia by bringing together youth movement
organizers and bloggers, broadcasting live onntexrthet and communicating through Facebook
and Twitter.

11. He said that the Meeting would also address waysmgfowering women and young
people, capacity-building and training, educationdeace, the learning of practical skills,
entrepreneurship, participation in decision-makthg, creation of an open Palestinian society
and social media. Referring to the twelfth anrsaey of the adoption of Security Council
resolution 1325 (2000) on women and peace andiggdhe Chair said that it was the
responsibility of the Committee, on this occasionhighlight the situation of women and their
leading role in society. He reminded the partinigahat the winds of change sweeping the
region had resulted, in March of 2011, in the Ral&s factions coming together to lay the
groundwork for a longed-for reconciliation, andttttee role of youth and women had to be
taken into account in this regard. He concludedshatement by calling on the region's women
and young people to become more involved and t&oda a more visible way, refusing to
become bystanders to history.

12.  Getachew EngidaDeputy Director-Generalf theUnited Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization, speaking ehalf of the Director-General of UNESCO,
said that the Meeting came at a watershed mom&rgnamonths after Palestine had become the
195" member of UNESCO. The organization was deeplynittad to a just and lasting peace



in the region, and was working to create conditfmmggenuine dialogue, based upon respect for
shared values and equal dignity for all. He exgdithat the UNESCO Office in Ramallah was
highly active in educational and cultural actiwsti®ased on the organization’s long-lasting
commitment to strengthen Palestinian institutiombe Deputy Director-General stressed that
building the defences of peace must start with wgraad it must begin in the minds of girls and
boys. Experience had shown that women’s empowedrnmas a breakthrough strategy for
sustainable development, and UNESCO was workingutdsvthat goal in Palestine.

13.  Mr. Engida said that UNESCO was collaborating @eagch to better understand
women'’s place in the Palestinian society and haddunced capacity-building measures in
several ministries. Since 2006, UNESCO had supdarender equality: the Palestinian
Women’s Research and Documentation Centre to pemoinen’s empowerment and capacity-
building for post-conflict reconstruction and govance. He noted that all of this work was
guided by the conviction that women’s participatwas vital to development, and that
recognition of women’s rights was a powerful sigobh wider commitment to the values of
equality, justice, freedom and human dignity.

14. He stressed that education was the foundatiorh&btilding of more peaceful and
prosperous societies and must be at the heart i@halbilitation and development efforts in
Palestine. He thought that no country bettertithted the importance of the right to education
than Palestine and noted that the UNESCO Offidgamallah had developed an integrated
response to protect education for schools in Gah&yh risk of attack. He argued that the Arab
Spring had shown the implications of underestintagioung people’s needs and aspirations.

15. Rabiha Diab, Minister for Women’s Affairs of the Palestinian Aatrity, speaking on
behalf of the Mahmoud Abbas, President of the Balaa Authority, as well as delivering the
keynote address to the Meeting, said that Palastwomen had played a major part in building
State institutions and had demonstrated theirieesé by standing up to the occupier for over 60
years alongside men and through women'’s groupsrexvéments. But after the signing of the
1993 Oslo peace accord, just 3 of the 300 Palastimegotiators deciding on such important
issues as health and water had been women, she®@adalarming situation at that time had
prompted Palestinian women to advocate their egyaksentation in every step of the peace
and development process. Women devised principleish the authorities had taken on board.
Article 9 of the Palestinian Basic Law, which fuincis as a temporary constitution for the
Palestinian Authority, provides that all Palestisiare equal under the law and judiciary,
without discrimination because of race, sex, cqlogligion, political views or disability.

16. Ms. Diab explained that violence against women avas of the major factors which
prevented women from contributing effectively te thevelopment of society and building of the
State. In 2010, 56 per cent of divorced womerméRalestinian Territories had been subjected
to psychological violence by their previous hustksa(® per cent in the West Bank and 76 per
cent in the Gaza Strip). Those subjected to physiolence represented 23 per cent (17 per
cent and 34 per cent in the West Bank and the Gagg respectively).  She pointed out that
women in the Gaza Strip were subjected to moreenid by their husbands than were women in
the West Bank, and that there were many reasorbkédatifference, including the siege, war and
the famine which was imposed by the occupatiorhembpulation of the Gaza Strip.



17. Women also were poorly represented in some segtane labour market, she said. The
proportion of women in the workforce was 14.7 pamtcwhich was an improvement on 2001,
when it was 10 per cent. Of the women in the wandd, 27 per cent were unemployed, while a
further 20 per cent of working women, including wemmin agriculture, worked for no
remuneration. She noted that the public sectorth@snost welcoming to women, where they
represented 37 per cent of employees. She emphllasiat in order to prosper, young women
needed a peace that guaranteed their rights. (ffeaked to the international community to help
improve the economic status of Palestinian womearbgowering and training them and
providing them with material support, with the anfnadvancing their status in the labour
market. She argued that this would have a majpaghon the advancement of women at all
levels.

18.  On a more positive note, she noted that notwitlistenall that the Palestinians had gone
through, indicators showed that Palestinian worreehadhigh educational level. llliteracy rates
among women had fallen from 16 per cent in 200D.80per cent in 2011. Furthermore, she
noted that, relatively speaking, women played d&ecéf/e part in political life. Fully one third

of the recently formed Government was comprisedahen, including six women ministers.
Women had since entered into areas previously ugimable, representing heads of the State
Security and Police divisions. Those female leageomoted a positive image of women, which
encouraged the Palestinian Authority to includeeptlilomen in national decision-making and to
integrate a gender focus into all ministries, shid.sThe strategy of the Palestinian Authority to
fight violence against women, the signing by PresidAbbas of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againgfomen and the creation of a law that
allowed women to run for president were a testarteetiie commitment of the Government to
women’s empowerment. Indeed, Palestinian womese wesdy, alongside men, to set up
national institutions for their future State.

19. Stéphane Frédéric HesseHonorary Ambassador of France, in a keynote addethe
Meeting agreed that UNESCO acceptance of Palessimemember State was a major step
forward, which had been long overdue. He saidMmtDiab’s statement, which conveyed the
Palestinians’ feeling of oppression, had brougmédhe point that Palestinians were still in an
unacceptable predicament, subjected to continutegpation, with their society fragmented.
He noted that the Israeli propaganda had preventet in the world from truly understanding
the plight of the Palestinians. But, he saidyat not lost; the battle must continue.

20. He argued that the United Nations principle “We pleeples” must be applied to
Palestine. But the Israeli public, which also Wapt in the dark about the reality of Palestine
and the suffering of the Palestinians, found thifcdlt to understand. That further exacerbated
the unconscionable delay in advancing the peaaepso Mr. Hessel said that successive
Governments in Israel had never taken seriousiyéeel to move towards peace. But, he
insisted, one day they would have to acknowledgettiey had gone down the wrong path. It
was in the Israeli public’s best interest to untéard that the policies of their Government were
criminal and that the Israelis and the Palestinranst be able to stand on equal footing to build
a prosperous Middle East.



21.  Mr. Hessel drew attention to the Russell TribumaPRalestine, which was launched in
2009 by human rights activists and lawyers, baseahternational law as a legal frame of
reference. He explained that the Tribunal hadtsgred the actions of Israel, the European
Union, the United States and major industrial conmggthat violated international resolutions
and court rulings concerning the rights of the Btaéan people.

22.  He found it revealing that many Palestinian chiidneghen asked what people most
inspired them, would first cite Israeli women lawg/¢hat defended the rights of the Palestinians
in Israeli jails. That fact, he thought, enable@ o think of a possible future civic
rearrangement among the citizens of Israel andsiadethat would allow them to live together
peacefully.

23.  Statements were also made by the representatiiegypt, Senegal, Turkey, Sri Lanka,
the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation, thaduee of Arab States and Gabon.

24.  The representative @&gypt, speaking on behalf of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, stated the Movement’s full support fae &dmission of Palestine to UNESCO and
expressed the hope that the Meeting would promotaen’s empowerment. He said that
Palestinian women had set an example for womethier drab countries and called for
sweeping changes that would liberate the Palestpe@ple from oppressive Israeli policies.

25.  The representative &enegakxpressed concern over the lengthy Israeli occoipati
impact on the Palestinian society, particularlywmen and youth. He reaffirmed the full
support of Senegal for the Palestinian strugglecatied on the Palestinians to not give in to
hopelessness. Through their commitment to socadiars, Palestinian women and youth fully
supported the Palestinian society as a wholehely tould voice their views, they could play a
catalytic role for a better future.

26. The representative diurkey pointed to his country’s assistance programme for
Palestinian youth and women through the Turkisérhtional Cooperation and Development
Agency and the Turkish Red Crescent. He explaihatiit was building nurseries, primary
schools, schools for disabled children and hospited well as providing them and women'’s
organizations with equipment. He said that in 28&d 2012, Turkey had issued 120
scholarships to Palestinian students, and thatuh#er was increasing annually. The
assistance programme was also contributing to #abes State-building by supporting
education programmes for doctors, police officerd athers.

27. The representative &ri Lanka called on all those in the Palestinian struggle, i
particular youth organizations, to declare a momato on the targeting and killing of Israeli
civilians, as the murder of Palestinian civiliand dot justify the killing of Israeli children. He
implored the Palestinians to heed the lessonsdeamliberation struggles in Guinea-Bissau and
Mozambique.

28.  The representative of tf@rganization of the Islamic Cooperation(OIC) read out the
statement of OIC Secretary-General Ekmeleddsanglu, stressing the need to work towards a
just and comprehensive solution of the Palestigiastion through relevant United Nations and



European Union resolutions and international meisinagand pledging OIC solidarity with the
Palestinian people.

29. The representative of theeague of Arab Statessaid that the Arab Peace Initiative
adopted in Beirut was still on the table, but ilkcbdisappear owing to current Israeli policies on
the ground. He emphasized that it was vital to itregbregional and international forces to put
an end to that dangerous drift, noting that baldtegic decisions must be made to prevent the
status quo from determining the contour of a fupgace.

30. The representative @abon, who spoke on behalf of the Group of 77 developing
countries and China, said that issues such asmeittit-building and Palestinian political
prisoners had been overlooked in the opening sesdithe Meeting. She noted that
international meetings had shown their mettle,dbs their limit. She argued that it was
necessary to explore new avenues to bring abouwihtate solution and called for support to
the Israeli lawyers representing Palestinian malitprisoners.

lll. Plenary sessions

A. Plenary |
The situation of youth and women in the Occupied Rastinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem

31. The speakers in plenary | addressed the followiigteemes: “The impact of the
occupation on youth and women: socio-economic &adtin conditions; access to education and
employment; situation of refugees”; “Political egganent and community initiatives: the role of
youth and women’s organizations”; and “Participatin the resistance to the occupation:
challenges and opportunities”.

32.  Siham Rashid Project Manager at the United Nations Entity@ender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) in Ramallah, foduse Jerusalem, which, she said,
represented a microcosm of the overall situatiaiméenWest Bank and Gaza Strip. She shed
light on the series of laws of the Government odidésto expel the Palestinians from Jerusalem.
For example, the Jerusalem Master Plan 2030 waandaory guide for all zoning and planning
in the city, which aimed at maintaining a populatratio of 70 per cent Jews and 30 per cent
Arabs through strict control of Palestinian conesti@an permits and zoning laws. In addition,
Israel’s Basic Law of 1980, which unilaterally de@d Jerusalem, “eternal and indivisible, as
the capital of Israel”, aimed at revoking the resicy of the Palestinians living in East
Jerusalem. Ms. Rashid noted that since 1967, B¥@00 Jerusalem residency cards had been
revoked, and since 2000, over 120,000 applicafiong&mily unification had been denied,
leading to forced family separation and fragmeaotati

33.  She argued that discriminatory policies affectedidbcial, economic and political rights
of the 360,000 Palestinians who lived in East Jdeus, and especially impacted women and
children. She pointed out a report by the Wome&éstre for Legal Aid and Counselling, which
documented the psychological and emotional imphfidroed evictions and housing demolitions
on women: they described anxiety and distress. Widraen interviewed expressed particular
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concern about the impact on their children, why thewv as being disturbed and unsettled by the
eviction and by the consequent move into overcranigng conditions. She said that women
who were often the emotional centre and the stabgiforce in the family found themselves
having to cope with their own anxiety while cariiog others as well. She added that if they
were not able to overcome the trauma, their childveuld also suffer.

34.  Another problem she discussed was the educatidarsysOwing to Israel’s education
policy in East Jerusalem, an estimated 9,000 Ruil@stchildren did not attend school, while
half dropped out, according to the Palestinian Btlan Department. Because of a shortage of
classrooms, children often studied in overcrowaeakeshift rooms in facilities not built for
educational purposes. Women and girls were alsoadlyg and psychologically harassed at
checkpoints, she said. The separation Wall anacitempanying restrictions threatened the
right to health, education, decent work and an aatxstandard of living, particularly for
expectant mothers, female students and workers.

35. Ms. Rashid concluded by calling on Israel to futhplement its obligations under the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Digaination against Women to protect women
living in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. Moxer, the international community had a
collective responsibility to ensure that the voioésvomen and girls from Jerusalem were heard,
valued and properly considered. Their vision wasial to improve their future and a
prerequisite to all efforts to achieve a just,ifagpeace as set forth in Security Council
resolution 1325 (2000) on women and peace andiggcur

36.  Matthias Burchard, Director of the United Nations Relief and Workgehcy for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) Reptasee Offices to the European Union
and Geneva in Brussels, discussed UNRWA stratégiesprove the lot of Palestinian refugee
women and youth registered with the Agency. Hd #aat in 2007, UNRWA adopted a gender
policy, which emphasised gender equality as aegyatio advance development, peace and
security for the Palestine refugees. In addittba, UNRWA Medium Term Strategy 2010-2015
promoted gender equality in all of its servicess akh example of this new approach, he cited the
Agency'’s health programme, which gives priorityeéproductive health care and family
planning concerns and includes men in its serviédso, its microfinance programme strove to
give women the same access to loans as men. ldd tiatt in 2011, the UNRWA Microfinance
Department had granted almost 40 per cent of ltan®men in Gaza, Jordan, the Syrian Arab
Republic and the West Bank. This representedrafgignt increase -- by 27 per cent -- from
2010. He added that in the West Bank, UNRWA wéa®ducing new professions and training
opportunities for women. Examples included phatpyy, accounting, banking and financial
management courses as well as courses in foodgsiogeas a response to identified market
needs, especially in the Jordan valley area.

37. Discussing the Agency’s work to reduce the unemplayt rate among youth, which was
particularly high among young women in Gaza, hd gzt UNRWA had launched the Young
Women Leaders Programme in 2011, which gave fegralduates the requisite skills in
information technology, project planning, managet@em English to compete in the labour
market. Furthermore, the UNRWA Engaging Youth @oahce, held in Brussels in March, had
gathered for the first time global leaders sucthasEuropean Union High Representative for
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Foreign Affairs and Palestinian refugee youthsiscuks the needs, hopes and aspirations of
youth in a changing Middle East.

38.  Mr. Burchard explained that at the conference insBels, UNRWA had pledged itself to
the “10 Youth Commitments” in education, health¢atonal training, microfinance, skills,
rights and participation, partnerships and commatioa. He emphasized that youth accounted
for 30 per cent of the registered Palestine refygggilation and was growing at an
unprecedented rate. There was no doubt that UNRW®t engage with youth as they were the
future human capital, the source of productivitd arpotential positive force for change in their
respective societies.

39. Nour Odeh, afreelance journalist and media consultant from Rihabegan her
presentation by pointing out that any and all ef tights the Palestinian women and youth had
been achieving were limited by an artificial cajithat the reality of the Israeli occupation
imposed on Palestinian development efforts. Yet,said, Palestinian women and youth played
an important role as activists and were key couatats to Palestinian development, especially in
the areas of human and social rights. She ardwatdie determined spirit of the Palestinian
youth compelled the Palestinian political partied4arch 2011 to heed the calls for national
unity and begin a process of reconciliation. Stiea that 42 per cent of the Palestinians living
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, includingsEderusalem, were less than 15 years of age
and 77.4 per cent under were 30 (as of Decembd))2@he said that with such a young
population, the Palestinian society was in constastion and in a state of perpetual discussion.
This, she argued, expanded the possibility of $atiange.

40. Ms. Odeh noted that because Internet services aseessible and largely affordable,
Internet usage rates were encouraging, and thertnjity to use the Internet for activism was
available. Drawing on the social media and othelstto make their voices heard, the
Palestinian youth were creating new political dyin For example, last year, Palestinian
Prime Minister Salam Fayyad had taken the unprettedestep of soliciting public input on his
Facebook account on whom to appoint as ministelngssimew Government. Similarly, the
support of youth, through daily rallies and soamddia campaigns of the massive hunger strike
of the Palestinian prisoners launched in Januatyp 20ad brought world attention to their plight,
helping to seal a deal that met the prisoners’ alméor better living conditions. She also
recalled that in order to rally support for Palests bid for full United Nations membership in
2011, more than 3,000 young activists had orgari@aed-hall meetings across the West Bank
and global awareness campaigns.

41. Talking about the side effects of the occupatios, Mdeh stressed that in 2011,
unemployment among the Palestinian youth stoo®.&t der cent in the Gaza Strip and 25.8 per
cent in the West Bank. She emphasized that thestabn youth and women were among the
most vulnerable groups affected by punitive Israedasures, including but not limited to
detention, physical assault, home demolitions asttictions on movement. Still, women and
youth were highly involved in human and social tiggactivism. She noted that in May 2011,
thanks to women'’s advocacy efforts through the meath archaic law that allowed perpetrators
of so-called honour killings to go unpunished hadrbrepealed. It was a resounding victory for
those who had struggled for years to achieve jdticthe victims. But she cautioned against
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comparing young Palestinians to other Arab youwhtfng for their rights; the Palestinians were
not experiencing a “Spring”, but had been livingamongoing “Spring” for the better part of the
past 50 years.

42.  Akram Natsheh, from Youth Against Settlements in Hebron, saut the group had
adopted the path of non-violent popular resistagzenst the occupation and worked on
resisting settlement activities within the cityAdtKhalil (Hebron). He explained that in
Hebron, Israel had set up five settlements and taaisdof military checkpoints, effectively
dividing the city in two. Youth Against Settlemsritad carried out hundreds of protests and
campaigns to end human rights violations againksiaians and spread awareness globally.

43. He said that the group’s biggest success storytheasviction of Israeli settlers from a
Palestinian house in the Tall al-Rumayda distatter a yearlong legal and rights battle. In
2012, it had organized 35 events in countries wadd to demand that Israel open Martyr Street
linking north and south Hebron, which the Israeithorities had closed without any reasonable
justification. He noted that the group also pgvated in action to support persons exposed to
hostilities: it documented the hostilities with gmlcameras, turned over the recordings to
organizations active in the area of human rightbliphed them through social media and
sometimes presented them on television channedsarglied that the documentation of those
events had helped to reduce them, in additiondatorg awareness among the citizens about
how to proceed legally when their rights were beirtdated.

44.  Mr. Natsheh cited other youth groups’ activitiesl @sues of concern, such as the
demand for the right to travel, the right to hogsiespecially in Area C, the return of confiscated
land and property, the opening of roads, the bagdif houses, the support for Palestinians
living in caves and the resistance to the Wall. sHliel that the diverse nature of issues on which
the youth groups worked, and the fact that eacheyh worked in a different region, sometimes
rendered it difficult to unite their efforts fullyiHe noted that on certain occasions, however, all
youth movements and groups joined together in otierg for example to show solidarity with
the prisoners or to commemorate the day of al-NakWamen, he said, were increasingly
joining the popular resistance, even leading mllied campaigns in some areas.

45. Mohammed S. M. Igtifan, Campaign Coordinator of the Migratory Letters @angn,
Gaza, described what Palestinian youths had coroallttone big prison” and their feeling of
helplessness and hopelessness. He noted thaajbetynof youths, especially young women,
faced extremely limited employment opportunitidhe Israeli operation Cast Lead had further
exacerbated the effects of the continuing illed¢adwure and had had a devastating impact on the
overall economy of the Gaza Strip, he said. Assalt, over 70 per cent of the population in
Gaza were considered food insecure or vulneralfieo insecurity. He argued that the large
cohort of disaffected youth had the potential todmee a socially and politically destabilizing
force, noting that Rapid Appraisal interviews rdeeahat 57 per cent of youths had expressed
the willingness to be active in any new intifadaiagt the occupation, and 72 per cent of youths
had said that they would participate in demongiratiagainst the occupation.

46.  Mr. Igtifan said that despite these hardships, goRalestinians understood their situation
and expressed the hope for the future. More tladfrsbpported the two-State solution and
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ending the occupation through non-violent meanslev@Y per cent were confident in their
ability to lead the country in the future. He sHidt young Palestinians until now had not had a
chance in practical terms to effectively particgat the political life, and 62 per cent of youths
believed that their needs and priorities were ntggrated in public policies and decisions.

47.  Notwithstanding that predicament, the youth corgthto be active and were increasingly
determined. Data related to information technoldgsing the past five years indicated a
remarkable development in terms of the accessddranuse of information and
communications technology. The data reported tt2Zhowed that the proportion of young
people who use the computer reached 87.9 pereiné iPalestinian Territory (87.4 per cent in
the West Bank and 88.6 per cent in the Gaza Stagmypared with 47.6 per cent in 2004. With
regard to the use of the Internet, the results skdawat 46.7 per cent of young people used the
Internet in the Palestinian Territory in 2009 (4p&2 cent in the West Bank and 42.8 per cent in
the Gaza Strip) compared with 20.3 per cent in 2GRL9 per cent of the youth in the
Palestinian Territory in 2009 had an e-mail accd@6tper cent in the West Bank and 27.9 per
cent in the Gaza Strip), compared with 14.3 pet tteat had an e-mail account in 2004. The
results furthermore revealed that the proportiopcafing people who had a mobile phone
amounted to 63.2 per cent in the Palestinian Teyif67 per cent in the West Bank and 57 per
cent in the Gaza Strip) in 2009, compared with &0Ocent in 2004.

48.  During the lively discussion that followed, speakelked of the “safe passage” — a
designated route inside Israel that would conrfecWWest Bank and Gaza -- an obligation that
was 15 years overdue and to which Israel had comnin various agreements. Furthermore,
the new border crossing from Gaza into Egypt [esem Shalom Kibbutz] was not actually
within Gaza but in Israel and had turned the Strip an island, a speaker said. Israel was either
trying to open one crossing and close all othersreate an island under the Israeli army control,
with only one highway or bridge as the passagewayniports or exports. Even now, 24 per
cent of Gaza was restricted. Anything that mowvethis area was “shot, killed, or destroyed”.
Some speakers called on the United Nations nairteefthe Palestinians to accept bilateral
negotiations with Israel. Jerusalem, water, secand borders were all regional, and not
bilateral, issues, they said.

49. A Palestinian representative askelden the statements of the international community
on the wrongdoings and violations of Israel wouwldhtinto actions. The participant urged the
United Nations to assume responsibility and stgmahuhe face of the status quo.

50. As aninternational law professor, said anothetigpant, it was very difficult to explain
to students how Israel was allowed to be abovéathie He hoped that the United Nations would
respect fundamental international law, breachet$tael both in times of war and peace. Also,
he wondered why no action had been taken aganast Isy the International Criminal Court.

51.  Another participant said that the Israeli occupatised all ways and means to break
down the Palestinian people. The Palestinian aogriost millions of dollars owing to
unemployment and poverty as a result of the ocempatA concern was expressed about the
future sovereign State of Palestine in the facdepleted natural resources owing to the
occupation.



14

B. Plenary Il
Empowerment of women and youth: a core prerequisd in building
the Palestinian society for an independent State éfalestine

52. The speakers in plenary Il addressed the followgingrthemes: “Efforts to empower
women and youth: capacity-building and trainindgi&ation; job and career opportunities;
entrepreneurship”; “Security Council efforts to esmr women: resolution 1325 (2000)”;
“Participation of Palestinian youth and women’sugimgs in the decision-making process --
access and involvement in actions and initiativesupport of the two-State solution”; and “The
role of youths in contributing to the building af apen Palestinian society: social media and
networks”.

53. Louise HaxthausenProgramme Coordinator for Conflict and Post-CobhfDperations

at UNESCO, said that the very complex environmenhé Occupied Palestinian Territory, with
its constant humanitarian emergencies, developarahthe subsequent unravelling of it, made it
challenging to consolidate gains in the empowerraadtparticipation of women and youth.
She noted that there was a general feeling of taiogy, individually and collectively. Constant
fear and violence had particular repercussionsvtonen and youth. She emphasized that
education, culture and media development, the fother organization’s work, were “enablers”
for development. They built resilience, encouragedvative and critical thinkings essential
elements to fulfil personal aspirations and theettgyment of society, created new avenues for
citizen participation and provided new skills amdpgoyment opportunities. She said that, for
example, education, although not lifesaving, creatéeeling of normalcy. And strong cultural
ties between Gaza and the West Bank and Jerusateencnucial for socioeconomic
development and cohesion among the Palestiniarigaeop

54. Ms. Haxthausen noted that the occupation’s unssgchpsocial impact on education
was tremendous, stunting the ability of educatoteach and students to learn. She explained
that to protect the right to education in the OcedPalestinian Territory, UNESCO provided
preparedness training for school administratorscamimunity leaders to shield schools from
attacks and monitored grave human rights violatagyenst children. She also said that while
education, school enrolment and graduation werkelyplued in Palestine, few women opted
for science and technical courses, making it mdfiewlt for them than for men to find jobs
after graduation. Moreover, she said, many oftlest talented and skilled women and youth
left to pursue careers and lives abroad.

55.  While most grade-school teachers in Palestine weraen, more could and should be
done, in Ms. Haxthausen'’s view, to increase wompaiticipation in academia. UNESCO was
carrying out research in that area through the Rambased Palestinian Women’s Research
and Documentation Centre. She noted that the ggdsc promoted the development of social
media, which gave Palestinians whose physical mewtsnwere restricted, a vital tool for
communicating with the outside world. Moreover, EEBCO encouraged women'’s participation
in the media and worked to eliminate the glassragthey faced in that field. She said that the
agency partnered with media organizations to suppomen’s career development, and pointed
out that the “Arab Spring” had shown the tremendoysact of the media on development. In
2009, UNESCO had started a citizen blogging prognarn the West Bank. The subsequent
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demand among citizens for social media training age, and many of the trainees had since
employed social media to raise the profile of Ralesacross the Arab region.

56. Nawaf Salam Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the UN#mns in New
York, discussed the failure of the Security Coutxiprotect Palestinian civilians from the
Israeli occupation. He said that since adoptimglfaark resolution 1265 (1999) on protecting
civilians in armed conflict, the Council had incorpted such protection into the mandates of
peacekeeping operations in strife-torn areas, as¢he Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Somalia, Coéte d’lvoire, Chad, Haiti and the SudBut owing to the lack of political will of
some Council members, Palestinians remained thepérao to the rule. He argued that
Palestinian women and girls were particularly vutde to the occupation, but again, the
Council had exhibited paralysis in implementingrésolution 1325 (2000). He called on all
parties to armed conflict to, inter alia, fully pest international law applicable to the rights and
protection of Palestinian women and girls.

57. He noted that the restrictions on movement caugeteéoccupation impeded women’s
access to health care, forcing some to give birthackpoints because they could not reach a
hospital. Palestinian female prisoners constdatigd torture, humiliation and horrendous

living conditions, and while Israeli female prisosidived in separate quarters supervised by
women only, their Palestinian counterparts lackethgrotection. He argued that similarly,
Palestinian children were deprived of an elabopatéection system, and the Israeli authorities
were not held to account, even though a Novembgt 28port of the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) revealed that 84 per cent of all neuscand injuries of Palestinian children were
committed by the Israeli security forces. In viaa of the rule of law principle of
proportionality, Israeli forces detained and praged, blindfolded, stripped and beat Palestinian
children as young as 12 years old for throwingasorHe added that in its February 2012 report,
Defence for Children International had shed lightlee ways in which Israeli forces used
children as human shields in Israeli military opierss.

58. In conclusion, Mr. Salam said that it was high tifmethe few Security Council members
who were hindering any progress on the questidPatdstine to allow for the Council’s
condemnation of such Israeli practices. Isradiisamlage that international humanitarian law did
not apply to Palestine since it was not a Statedduasult to injury and was a manifestation of
the disdain of Israel for the international comntyisiwill and the Council’s resolutions. He
insisted that the time for ending the Palestintareption to the Council’s protection was long
overdue.

59.  Sabri Saidam Adviser to the President of the Palestinian Atitlian
Telecommunications, Information Technology and Tecdl Education, focused on the
empowering effect of the widespread use of inforomaand communications technology in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory. He noted thatRagstinians had the world’s highest rate of
Facebook users per capita. Ninety per cent optipailation had cell phones, while more than
30 per cent had access to the Internet. He araedracebook had the potential to remove
heads of State from office, and Israel neededdotfeat use. He said that traditional weapons
used so far by Israel, notably weapons of massuwi#sin, were becoming obsolete, while
information technology was becoming the greatestpma of war. He pointed out that even the
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Prime Minister of Israel had admitted that informaattechnology was the foremost threat
against Israel. The reason for this, he opined, twat information technology enjoyed freedom
from censorship and allowed people to speak frekly.said that Palestinians were on the brink
of conducting an electronic intifada, which woulecbme a true insurrectional movement.

60. Mr. Saidam then showed a short film of a Palestinilager in Bethlehem confronting
Israeli soldiers who had stopped him and otherdialans at a checkpoint. The film, made by
Palestinian youths in the presence of foreign jalists, was a poignant example of how social
media was being used to reveal the reality of tteipation. He then recounted the story of his
mother, who, en route to a doctor’s appointmederusalem, had died after Israeli soldiers
detained her at a checkpoint.

61. Muath Abu Argoub, a youth activist and expert on social media, Hzadl action against
the occupation, whether through leadership iniid,fthe media or the resistance, was fuelled
largely by youths, which comprised three quartéthe Palestinian society. Having relied on
local universities as a vehicle for political paipiation and freedom of expression, youth were
expanding their reach to the online world. He ddteat some studies estimated that there were
between 900,000 and 1 million Facebook users iDidmupied Palestinian Territory, the highest
per capita percentage of online users in the ward, that number was rising fast. Youth spent
between two and four hours a day online, not joissbcializing, but also for civic activism.

62. He argued that the sociopolitical changes swedgpiad\rab world had undoubtedly
increased subscriptions to and involvement in $ocedia, particularly among youth, as a tool

for building an open Palestinian society and fostelively debate on various issues. As an
example, he cited the Quds News Network, a Palastiyouth site launched in 2011, which
already had more than 240,000 subscribers and weamary source of news for many people.
Another example was a mock news agency that psibtional stories, launched three

months prior, which was also rapidly gaining follens. He explained that the news agency gave
details on the practices of the occupation andskasply critical and contemptuous of
Palestinian politicians and the Palestinian siturain general.

63. In conclusion, he said that social networking sies/ided an important platform for the
political education of the Palestinian youth and gaven them access to a variety of ideas,
trends and practices. He emphasized that theypéawl instrumental in increasing political
involvement and interaction with events and hagegiaa role in disseminating and upholding
the culture of dialogue. He expressed the viewsbaial network tools might also strengthen
public oversight of Government performance and oapraccountability, reinforced the right of
access to knowledge and information, and suppditmplementation of human rights
principles. He also thought such sites might dbate to the empowerment of women and help
to increase their participation in various aspett#e, including politics, as well as encourage
social change. However, he said that the pictag not always completely positive, given the
challenges and risks connected with the use ofbkneitworking sites. The huge and never-
ending flood of information and the inability tordeol or regulate them required further studies
on the status of such sites and their impact onlamdisks they posed to the Palestinian youths
as they tried to achieve justice and freedom feirtbeople.
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64. Inthe ensuing discussion, the representativdaiiritania asked Mr. Arqoub if the
social media had brought the Palestinians into eerdgnamic frame of mind and enabled them
to foster ties with Israelis who were sympathatithte Palestinian plight. The representative of
Peru asked about the online links between South Amenyoarth of Palestinian descent and
Palestinian youth.

65. Matthias Burchard appealed to the Committee to involve more Palestfugees, in
particular youth and women, in its future meetirayg] pledged UNRWA support for that. He
asked Mr. Salam to elaborate on how a law recemttpted in Lebanon to facilitate Palestine
refugee work in Lebanon could be implemented. Aigpant asked Mr. Salam why resolution
1325 (2000) on women and peace and security hablesot implemented.

66. Several representatives of civil society organaratiasked about UNESCO policies
concerning Palestine, particularly now that theetalvas a member of the agency. They asked
how the rights of the Palestinians fit into the UMED mandate to protect the rights of
indigenous peoples, particularly in the face chédirlaw that did not recognize the rights of
Bedouins. One participant asked how the agencypnaecting Palestinian heritage, which was
being plundered and hijacked to promote tourisnsriael.

67. A journalist wondered if too much attention wasegivto short-term employment rather
than to long-term development and a secure fuame how UNESCO could help change that in
the sectors it worked in.

68. In responsel,.ouise Haxthausensaid that UNESCO had staffed the UNRWA education
sector. UNESCO was working with UNRWA and the Balgan Ministry of Education to
harmonize education policies for all Palestiniaiddrbn, and through its Ramallah office, the
agency sought to involve refugees, in particulardke refugees, in education as well as cultural
activities. She said that the admission of Palesth the organization and the fact that it was
becoming a State party to UNESCO conventions galeskne new rights, in particular cultural
rights. As a result, there definitely was roomrwore cooperation in the future. She explained
that in the next few months, the UNESCO World Hayg Committee would consider the
request of Palestine for the Church of the Natiintethlehem to become a World Heritage
Site.

69. Sabri Saidamsaid that young Internet users had relativelytiahinfluence on political
leaders. The latter must become more receptibdogggers. He noted that concerning online
communication with the Palestinian diaspora inm.&merica, the problem was that they did not
speak Arabic, making it difficult for them to commnicate with their Palestinian brethren.

70.  With regard to the situation of refugees in Lebgrdawaf Salam said that there was not
just a single law, but an entire attitude that bagun to change in 2005 to give Palestinian
refugees greater rights in the labour market ofaneim. Regarding the lack of implementation
of resolution 1325 (2000), he said hundreds of éthNations resolutions had not been
implemented owing to the lack of political will @6 Member States, in particular those with the
veto power in the Council.
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71.  Muath Abu Argoub pointed to a recent accident in which Palestisigmoolchildren had
been burned on a school bus during a field trip. ekhphasized that several negative postings by
Israeli youth on Facebook about the Palestinialtidm had stirred caution over the role of

social media. He noted, however, the truth-remggtiower of social media, stressing that virtual
media coverage of the uprising in Tunisia had diffiegreatly from that of the traditional media.

C. Plenary 11l
The role of the international community,
in particular the United Nations and civil society

72.  The speakers in plenary Ill addressed the follovainig-themes: “Targeted programmes
by United Nations entities on the ground”; “Intetinaal civil society action to end the
occupation and achieve a two-State solution”; &dddperation and coordination between the
United Nations, international civil society orgaatimns and Palestinian youth and women
organizations”.

73.  Tal Harris, Executive Director of One Voice Israel, said tthegt organization One

Voice, with offices in Israel and the Occupied Batean Territory, supported full Palestinian
membership in the United Nations and the two-Statetion. As an Israeli, he did not share his
Government’s view that Palestinian statehood wdulelaten the security of Israel. On the
contrary, he argued, statehood was a prerequasiié fHe explained that most Israelis and
Palestinians were political moderates, but a violendamentalist minority in Israel was taking
the lead. He said that the YESHA Council, a majadamentalist group, repeatedly pushed the
Israeli Parliament and the Government to enactraptement settlement expansion policies. It
was working hard to sacrifice the future in the eawhits maximalist interpretation of history.

74.  Mr. Harris said that One Voice was working to pmavisrael from turning into an
apartheid binational State which violated basic &nrand civil values and the principle of self-
determination. It was working with Palestiniantpars, who supported pragmatic Palestinian
leaders such as President Mahmoud Abbas, to mamitat Israel was doing and not doing to
secure a two-State solution with mutually agreed lswaps. He noted that One Voice was not
alone in Israel; 55 members of the 120-member ligkaesset supported the two-State solution,
and hundreds of Israeli youth activists were wagkilirectly with almost 40 of those 55
members.

75.  He said that together, they were confronting aldyicknesset member Zevulun Orlev, set
to be put to a vote, to legalize all illegal Isramltposts in the West Bank before the order by the
Supreme Court of Israel to dismantle those outposts effect in the coming months. Youth
activists from across Israel were planning to gathéront of the Israeli Prime Minister's house
to set up their own “illegal outpost” and to pogis across Jerusalem calling on the Prime
Minister, Defence Minister and the head of Kadima@itevent the legalization of the outposts, as
well as make hundreds of phone calls urging Issaeliobby for the same.

76.  Rutie Atsmon, Co-founder and Director of Windows: ChannelsGammunication, said
that she was participating in the Meeting becabsersfused to see the Palestinians as the
enemy. She said that her organization was contpakésraeli Jews, Palestinians who were
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Israeli citizens and Palestinians living in the Q@ed Palestinian Territory. The aim of the
group was to end the occupation and enable bo#s sallive together in dignity. She noted that
for generations, Israelis had been raised to belibe whole world was against them, that the
occupied land was theirs alone, and that Israetisms against the Palestinians were in self-
defence. She pointed out that many Israeli yowtre unaware of the grave injustice against
the Palestinian people; most of the Israeli puibdid not even heard of the Arab League peace
plan.

77. Ms. Atsmon noted that bringing together youths fitooth sides of the conflict enabled
Israeli teenagers to break free from that perpetyeke and understand that the security they
desired could only be achieved through a true sifplaised peace. It helped them understand the
national, economic and cultural oppression of thkegtinian society. At the same time, she said,
Palestinian youths learned that portions of thadkipublic supported Palestinian rights and
aspirations. Together, the youths were taughtngpgkills and how to work together to end the
occupation. She explained that at the end of jbait workshops, their exchanges of

information on such issues as releasing prisonecsyitment of youths to the Israeli army and
violent and non-violent struggle, were publishea joint Windows magazine that was
distributed to the public.

78.  Moreover, Ms. Atsmon’s organization worked to higpnagers understand the role of
the international community in the conflict, and be swayed by those with negative interests,
she said. That included the financial intereste@ipons manufacturers that profited from the
conflict, Governments that had influenced it framearly stages, diasporas advocating for the
complete defeat of the other side and internatiorgédnizations, which, despite good intentions
did not always know what to do. In conclusion, skl that young people growing up today
between the sea and the Jordan River had not driasgetragic conflict. They were born into it.
She argued that they were all victims of the his&brcircumstances which had created it, and it
was the adults’ responsibility to give them the \kiexige and the tools they needed to create
change, the confidence to use them and the hopéthavas possible.

79. In her talk,Phyllis Bennis Director of the New Internationalism Project anBellow at
the Institute for Policy Studies, pointed to thigeid international diplomacy over the decades to
bring peace with justice to the region. She daa the United Nations role in the Quartet, which
was largely controlled by the United States, hagedgreat damage to the reputation of the
Organization in the region. United Nations resolus often did not make it to the floor, and
those that were passed were almost never implecheiee argued that this failure had
delegitimized the United Nations in the eyes ofAlnab world and within the civil society. She
urged delegates to consider the 2006 statementebitie General Assembly of the President of
Brazil, which had acknowledged the failure of thabagl North’s role in diplomacy and called
for the global South to replace it. She emphasikatiwhen traditional diplomacy failed, it was
civil society’s job to take up initiatives.

80. Ms. Bennis noted it was important to acknowledge the peace talks had failed, and to
develop an entirely different kind of diplomacynted on a rights-based approach. She insisted
that, moreover, United States policy must changstimg out that in 2012, while the United
States economy was faltering, its Government haeéa®1 billion to its $3.1 billion in annual
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aid to the Israeli military. She added that a hémited States law required the United States
Administration to protect the Israeli Governmeminfr being held accountable in the United
Nations for violating international law. The obd&s were even greater when United Nations
officials were directly recruited from the Uniteth&s Administration. But, she said, the United
Nations was able do very little without the suppdrits Member States, and therefore civil
society needed to call them out, and not allomthi#ed Nations to be dominated by one Power.
She argued that the Organization’s delegitimizatias the result of its collaboration with the
United States. She pointed out that the ChartéreofUnited Nations began with “We the
peoples”, not “We the Governments”, and that @aitiety must challenge how the veto power
in the Security Council was used.

81. She pointed to growing civil society action to eéhd occupation and human rights
violations against Palestinians, such as the hustg&e of Palestinian prisoners, protests against
the separation Wall, the Russell Tribunal and th@l#/Social Forum Free Palestine, to be held
in Brazil in September. Moreover, the public opmin the United States was shifting towards
rights and peace. The United States Campaign datnisraeli Occupation advocated for
boycotting Israeli products and divesting from amgosing sanctions on Israel. And growing
civil movements in the United States, such as JeWace for Peace, spoke out against the
occupation. She noted that 63 per cent of UnitateS Democrats believed the Israeli
settlements were built on illegally expropriatedda

82.  Shifa Jayousj Programme Officer at the Office of the United iNas Special

Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Processmmsdém, centred her talk on the need to
engage civil society in the work of the United a8, particularly since the Organization did
not have the financial and human resources to nesfmthe needs of the Palestinian women and
youths. She said that more than 25 United Nagescies were working in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory to address challenges fagmgng people in the areas of employment,
education, financing, coordination and freedom ofsement. A major concern was the “brain
drain” of Palestinians to other markets owing te ldck of jobs at home. The Palestinians also
faced difficulty in dealing with an inadequate ediicn system, despite private and international
investment. The lack of financing for projects wasating donor-driven interventions and
competition among civil society organizations foomey for their respective activities.

83.  Ms. Jayousi noted that fragmentation and a laagoofdination and networking among
various groups were also problematic. There wts Information about what group was doing
what and with whom, as well as a lack of transpayeaccountability and responsiveness to
constituencies. She argued that the key was ¥drsuciety organizations to interact in a way
that made their input at the United Nations mofeatiive and in the service of the basic needs of
Palestinian society. The Organization needed tdkwth civil society groups to clearly define

a shared set of underlying principles, enablinghgaorks, goals and operational systems for
partnerships.

84. The United Nations could support civil society argations in developing a transparent
system to become accountable to their respectinstitoencies and to each other, she said. It
could help establish an enabling environment fteative partnership based on negotiation and
agreed intentions and explicit outcomes that wdwikg benefits for all peopleShe
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emphasized, however, that this partnership betwee/nited Nations and civil society
organizations should enhance the activity of thggaament and not serve as a substitute for
their responsibilities to address people’s baserse United Nations agencies, on the other
hand, should strengthen inter-agency coordinatimhcallaboration at all levels, she concluded.

85. Fadwa Khawaja Al-Shaer, Director General at the Non-Governmental Orgdiona
(NGO) Department of the Ministry of Interior of tiRalestinian Authority, said that there were
more than 4,000 NGOs registered in the Occupieesialan Territory, and 200 organizations
registered with the Ministry of Interior. Anoth&50 had been deregistered for failing to
represent their stated mandates or for servingwasrs for other causes. She said that civil
society organizations frequently complained th&rimational organizations weakened the role

of women’s and other civil society groups, and thatorganizations used these groups to export
and implement their own strategies. She noteditib@tnational organizations were also
criticized for monopolizing areas in which locasiitutions were highly competent, weakening
their power and ability.

86. The United Nations agencies did not sufficientlysometimes not at all, coordinate their
projects with local civil society groups, resultimgoverlapping efforts which often negatively
impacted programme implementation, she said. NtB@sregistered with the Palestinian
ministries were called upon to cooperate in godith faith Israel. But she said that she had not
seen the same policy on the Israeli side. Shectalh Israeli civil society groups to work to
ensure that the status of NGOs was also clearlgrsiged to ensure reciprocal cooperation.

87.  During the ensuing discussion, a journalist askeddraeli panellists to elaborate on
what they believed was a two-State solution and mdtyt-wing politicians were increasingly
elected to office in Israel.

88.  The Minister for Women’s Affairs of the PalestiniAnthority, Ms. Diab, joined several
others in lauding the efforts of the Israeli acisi but she cautioned that on a practical, phlysica
level it was nearly impossible for Israeli and Bélgan activists to work together owing to laws
restricting their physical movement.

89. One participant asked Mr. Harris how he would deéh the right of return of
Palestinian refugees, if given the role of thedirime Minister. Some participants directed
their questions to Ms. Bennis. One asked if tlvexdd ever be a realistic way forward to find a
solution to the conflict as long as United Statélgany aid to Israel continued.

90. InresponseRutie Atsmon said the right wing in Israel was indeed gettitrgrsger and
that civil society groups like hers, with limiteesources, were in ongoing competition with
them. Sitill, there were positive changes on tloeigd. For instance, Israelis were increasingly
refusing to serve in the army, particularly in ecupied Palestinian Territory. She noted that
30 years previously, Israeli authorities did ndit &bout two States, but that today, no one in
Israel questioned the right of existence of a Rialies State. She argued that the two-State
solution was not a question of what, but of wh&or her organization, it was important that any
solution was based on equality and human righte said that while tens of thousands of
Palestinian and Israeli women were involved in stiglt activism, too few women held
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political office. Civil society in Israel was warlg to end the occupation now before it was too
late.

91. Tal Harris said that he envisioned a two-State solution basedtie 1967 borders and
comprising a prosperous Palestinian State. Asd’Nhmister, he said he would advocate for the
right of return of Palestinian refugees to the Baiéan State, and the right of return of Jewish
refugees to Israel. He explained that One Voidendit directly address human rights, focusing
instead on political advocacy. In his view, thghtiwing in Israel was strong owing to several
factors, among them the fact that the 35 per cklsraelis who were aligned with the centre-left
did not vote at all.

92.  Phyllis Bennissaid that the problem was the United States, whopport made it
possible for Israel to, at best, look at the Palests as unequal partners. She argued that the
United Nations could not be even-handed becausedtgation was not even-handed. She
insisted that a new road map was not needed; the€tand the Geneva Conventions already
were the road map. She emphasized that civil gogigoal was to ensure that international law
guaranteed human rights and equality for everyone.

IV. Closing session

93. Inthe closing sessioRabiha Diab said that the ideas presented during the two-day
Meeting could lead to a brighter future for thed3&hians and an end to the occupation.
Reflecting on the speeches, she said that the nrerobthe Security Council had a particular
responsibility to hold Israel to account. Therestraiso be a change in the Israeli mindset,
starting at a young age, so that the Israelis aadPalestinians could jointly end the occupation.
She agreed with Ms. Bennis’ views on the implicagiof the United States unconditional
support for Israel, including in the United Natipaad said that the United States and the
European taxpayers should question why their mavessybeing used to help Israel buy
weapons.

94. Ms. Diab also praised the fact that young Isragse refusing to serve in the Israel
army and encouraged more to follow suit, whileinglfor heightened awareness among Jews
worldwide to stop immigrating to Israel, which foer pushed out the Palestinians from the
homeland. The use of modern information technotoggsolve the conflict would in the end
prove to triumph over all military arsenals, shielsdn closing, she expressed the hope that the
membership of Palestine in UNESCO would be followgdts admission to several other
international organizations.

95. In closing, the Chair of the Committédy. Diallo, said that the Committee, when it
chose the theme of the Meeting, had not been exgesiich an overflow of ideas, energy and
creativity. He assured the participants that aigothe Meeting had not answered all concerns,
the Committee had learned the necessary lessonsand decide on the ways to implement
and to build on this new path that it had beguexplore.

96. Mr. Diallo said that women and young Palestiniaateetl many problems, including the
lack of justice, freedom, dignity, and, increasingif hope. He acknowledged that in the
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understanding of many observers, the United Natiesslutions on the question of Palestine
appeared to have little more weight than the ptper were written on and would be doomed to
oblivion as soon as they were adopted. But henéed the participants that these resolutions
did not implement themselves; it was up to eaclviddal to act.

97. In conclusion, he asked from everyone - men andevpryoung and old - to reflect on
what each of them could do to realize their commh@am. Even though it might seem
impossible, it was by sheer tenacity that the dreamld be realized if everybody understood
that the future was in their hands, he concluded.
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Annex |

Summary of the Chair of the Committee on the Exerde
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People

1. The United Nations International Meeting on the Qiom of Palestine, convened by the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rigitfe Palestinian People, brought together
representatives of Governments and intergovernrherganizations, United Nations organs and
agencies, civil society organizations and the metitd NESCO Headquarters in Paris. The
Meeting aimed at mobilizing international suppant én-the-ground initiatives of youth and
women, harness their energy and resourcefulnemshieve a peaceful end to the Israeli
occupation, empower them through education, trgiaimd economic opportunities, and involve
them more in the political process. It lookedatial media networks and their impact on
building an open Palestinian society, while consrdghow Governments, United Nations
entities and international civil society organipas could better coordinate efforts with
Palestinian and Israeli youth and women’s orgaiunatto peacefully solve the question of
Palestine.

2. The Meeting saw expressions of palpable frustraaidihe lack of effective international
action, including that of the United Nations, tdghiberate the Palestinian people from the
occupation, and the lack of protection of civiliaaspecially women and children, in spite of
resolutions adopted by the United Nations Sec@ayncil. On the other hand, there were
numerous expressions of hope at the new opporsratising with the increasing involvement
of youth and women in actions of peaceful resistamiich led to concrete results, including
through new tools such as the social media thditéded their actions and amplified their effect.
The Palestinian society was vibrant and activagetinas an acute sense of urgency to resolve the
conflict and a lot of potential that could be tappdregrettably, the Israeli public continued to be
disconnected from the situation of Palestiniansisdanedia was useful in reaching out to the
other side. A main thread of discussions througtioeiMeeting, shared by many expert
speakers and meeting participants, was also theefoeéhe rights-based diplomacy.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations, adingghe Meeting in a video message,
said that the Palestinian women and youth continoéace exclusion, unemployment and
poverty, with the occupation making access to ellutgobs and health care more difficult. He
noted the important role of Palestinian women amutly in achieving a durable peace between
Israel and the Palestinians and the need to ltstémem and to work with them. He called for a
greater say for both groups in decision-making &htlessing that the two-State solution was
long overdue.

4. The Chair of the Committee noted that youth accedifdr 64 per cent of the Palestinian
population and women comprised half. These werettes who suffered the most under the
occupation, from violence, unemployment, lack gbapunities, social pressures and exclusion.
The Chair noted that through social media, youthdteown their readiness to become agents of
change, and invited the youth to use these medusth@r create pathways for peace while
refraining from spreading messages of hate. Hallegtthat the changes that had swept the
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Middle East region, including protests by Paleatinyouths and women, resulted also in the
Palestinian factions coming together to lay theugdwork for a longed-for reconciliation.

5. The Deputy Director-General of UNESCO noted thatMeeting had come at a
watershed moment, seven months after Palestinbéwuine the 195member of UNESCO.
The Agency was deeply committed to a just, lagtiegce in the region, and was working to
create conditions for genuine dialogue, based wespect for shared values and equal dignity
for all. As part of its long-lasting commitmentstyengthen Palestinian institutions, the
UNESCO Office in Ramallah was highly active in edli@nal and cultural activities. Building
peace must start with women and it must beginemtinds of girls and boys, he said.
Experience showed that women’s empowerment wasakthrough strategy for sustainable
development. UNESCO was working toward that godalestine.

6. The Palestinian Authority Minister for Women'’s Alffg, speaking on behalf of President
Mahmoud Abbassaid that notwithstanding all that was happenintpéregion and the present
obstacles, the Palestinian people still extendenl tand to achieve the two-State solution.
Speaking as a keynote presenter, the Minister ectimecall for women to have a central role in
resolving the conflict and creating a strong, vittr@alestinian State. Palestinian women had
demonstrated their resistance by standing up to¢bepier for over 60 years alongside men and
through women’s groups and women’s movements; pegyed a major role in building State
institutions, and effectively contributed to palai parties and the political arena. Today, female
leaders promoted a positive image of women, whictoeraged the Palestinian Authority to
include other women in national decision-making smohtegrate a gender focus into all
Ministries. Women were increasingly educated, esenting more than 60 per cent of college
graduates. However, job opportunities after theylgated were limited. To prosper, young
women needed a peace that guaranteed their righies Minister appealed to the international
community to consider the plight of women and youtho were the key to the future.

7. In a deeply touching keynote address of a fighter lruman rights advocate of over 60
years, Stéphane Hessel, a diplomat, writer, andesdration camp survivor, described how he
saw the decades pass, while the Palestinians rechairan unacceptable situation, subjected to
continuing occupation; a true reason for outralgethe meantime, the Israeli propaganda had
prevented many in the world from truly understagdime Palestinian plight. The Russell
Tribunal on Palestine, launched in 2009 by humgintsi activists and lawyers, with international
law as a legal frame of reference, had scrutinthecdactions of Israel, the European Union, the
United States and major industrial companies tlaated international resolutions and court
rulings concerning the rights of the Palestiniaopgde, he said. The Government of Israel, which
had never taken seriously the need to move toweadgy would have to acknowledge one day
they had gone down the wrong path, as it was ingfa@li public’s best interest to understand
that Israelis and Palestinians must be able tastarequal footing to build a prosperous Middle
East.

8. During the plenary sessions, expert speakers redeie impact of Israeli policies and
practices on women and youth. They shed lighterseries of laws adopted by the Government
of Israel aimed at maintaining in Jerusalem a pafpar ratio of 70 per cent Jews and 30 per cent
Arabs, through strict control of Palestinian counstion, leading to forced family separations and
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fragmentation, and high poverty and unemploymeteisramong Palestinians. Owing to access
restrictions, including checkpoints and the sepamatVall, students and teachers had difficulties
reaching schools; this, together with sexual arydlpsiogical harassment to which women and
girls were subjected at checkpoints, contributeldigtn school dropout rates. Movement
restrictions also impeded Palestinian access tibhheare. Home demolitions destroyed family
structures and increased their poverty and vulnigsabPalestinian female prisoners constantly
faced torture, humiliation and horrendous livingndions. Similarly, Palestinian children,
sometimes as young as 12 years old, were deprivila @rotection guaranteed under
international law; they were detained and prosetuikndfolded, stripped and beaten, and were
used as human shields in Israeli military operatiohhe psychological and emotional side
effects of the occupation on women, who had théiolurden of enduring detention, physical
assault, home demolitions and movement restrictiwhse raising and protecting their children,
often while their husbands were in Israeli jaileresimmense.

9. The representatives of United Nations agenciegarticular UNRWA and UNESCO,
reviewed targeted programmes that benefited womdryauth, providing them short-term job
opportunities; training to acquire skills to bettempete in the labour market; support services
for female victims of domestic and sexual violerexeg programmes promoting the development
of social media which gave the Palestinians a tatal for communication with the outside

world. UNRWA briefed about its efforts to take thiews of youth more into account and its
commitment for a more effective approach to additesis concerns, particularly employment,
capacity-building and youth participation.

10.  However, it was noted the very complex environnierthe Occupied Palestinian
Territory, with its constant humanitarian emergesciwhere initiatives were launched and
subsequently demolished, made it difficult to cdiase gains in the empowerment and
participation of women and youth. There was a g#rieeling of uncertainty individually and
collectively, which had particular repercussionstfese groups. The massive material and
physical losses, coupled with the lack of econoamid educational opportunity, uncertainty
about the future and psychological stress owinfp¢coccupation had created a cohort of
disaffected youth, which had the potential to bee@nsocially and politically destabilizing
force. Moreover, many of the most talented antleskivomen and youth left to pursue careers
and lives abroad.

11. In spite of the many challenges, there were alsmgtfeelings of resilience and hope.
Palestinian women and youth were highly involvetuman and social rights activism.

Drawing on social media and other tools to maké th@ces heard, Palestinian youth were
creating new political dynamics. They have helfmegropel the politicians towards a national
reconciliation process; have carried out globalrawass campaigns to rally support for
Palestine’s bid for full United Nations memberstapd have turned the world attention to the
plight of Palestinian prisoners through daily esliand social media campaigns in support of the
prisoners’ recent massive hunger strike. Youtlugsdighting the occupation through non-
violent popular resistance, which increasingly inmed women, achieved many individual
victories — among them the return of confiscatedi land property to the Palestinians, the
opening of roads and the building of houses - whkidlectively made daily life easier for the
Palestinians and fuelled aspirations for fully exgdihe occupation. Organizations such as Youth
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Against Settlements had carried out hundreds dept® and campaigns to end human rights
violations against Palestinians and spread awaseat®sut them globally. In Gaza as in the West
Bank, young Palestinians understood their situadimeh expressed hope for the future. More
than half supported a two-State solution and enttiagpbccupation through non-violent means.

12. Representatives of Palestinian civil society pairttethe disconnect between the Israeli
public and the situation of Palestinians, notingréhwas not much of a common language
between Palestinian and Israeli youth; while thveeee some youth movements in Israel that
defended the rights of Palestinians, they had abbgoken the Israeli silence on Palestinian
rights. Representatives from Israeli civil societted there were portions of the Israeli public
that supported Palestinian rights and aspiratiBepresentatives of One Voice-Israel and
Windows: Channels for Communication shared sonthef organizations’ actions in support of
the two-State solution, including action against ldgalization of Israeli outposts in the West
Bank, and programmes bringing together youth frath Isides of the conflict, aimed at helping
the Israeli youth understand that the security thesired could only be achieved through a true
rights-based peace. A representative of the UrStates Campaign to End the Israeli
Occupation, a coalition of more than 250 membeawoizations, which advocated for boycotting
Israeli products and divesting from and imposingcsians on Israel, pointed to the growing civil
society action to end the occupation and humarngiglolations against Palestinians, such as the
hunger strike of Palestinian prisoners, protestsresg the separation Wall, the Russell Tribunal
and the World Social Forum Free Palestine, to et ineBrazil in September. She noted that
public opinion in the United States was shiftingréods rights and peace, and growing civil
movements in the United States, such as Jewishe¥dar Peace, were speaking out against the
occupation.

13. Participants discussed the empowering effect ofvidespread use of information and
communications technology and the ways in whichadacedia was being used to reveal the
reality of the occupation. It was noted that Pateshad the world’s highest rate of Facebook
users per capita. Ninety per cent of the poputatiad cell phones; more than 30 per cent had
access to the Internet. Information technology be&soming the greatest weapon of war. Social
media networks also enabled Palestinian youth mmect personally with their peers in the
diaspora, and served as a bridge to Israelis wpossd the occupation, helping to form
friendships and communications between the twossiahel facilitating Israeli participation in
weekly peaceful demonstrations against the separstiall.

14.  The Meeting also addressed the role of the intemnait community in the resolution of
the question of Palestine. The representativhetnited States Campaign to End the Israeli
Occupation stressed the importance of acknowleddpaigthe peace talks had failed, and of
developing an entirely different kind of diplomacgntred on a rights-based approach. The
Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the Unitdtbis discussed the failure of the Security
Council to protect Palestinian civilians from tisedeli occupation. He noted that since adopting
landmark resolution 1265 (1999) on protecting @wis in armed conflict, the Council had
incorporated such protection into the mandatesatpkeeping operations in a myriad of strife-
torn areas; however, owing to the lack of politiaél of some members of the Council,
Palestinians remained the exception to the ruldedfinian women and girls were particularly
vulnerable to the occupation. But again the Cduraxl exhibited paralysis in applying its
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resolution 1325 (2000) towards protecting Palestiwvomen and girls from violence.
Participants also pointed to the need to betterdinate the efforts of the civil society, whose
goal was to ensure that international law guarahkeenan rights and equality for everyone,
with those of the United Nations. The importantereating partnerships between the civil
society and the private sector in Arab countries alao noted.

15. In closing the Meeting, the Minister for Women’sféifs of the Palestinian Authority
reminded members of the Security Council that they a particular responsibility to hold Israel

to account. There must also be a change in thelisnendset, starting at a young age so that
Israelis and Palestinians could jointly end theupetion. She expressed the hope that the use of
modern information technology to resolve the cathfivould in the end prove to triumph over all
military arsenals. The Chair of the Committee eagired that it was important to show the
reality of the occupation that had lasted 45 ydarsirengthen the commitment to put an end to
it. In that regard, the efforts of the United Nasacand civil society in terms of empowerment,
capacity-building and training, were valuable anddamental.
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Ms. Carol Scheller

Swiss representative

Beit Sahour

Cités unies France

Mr. Simoné Giovetti

Chief, Middle East Section
Mr. Rodolphe Dumas
Paris

Conseil national de I’Association France-Pales8oédarité
Mrs. Aicha Brahim

Mr. Christiane Gillmann

Paris

Defence for Children International — Palestine B@act
Mr. Khaled M. A. Quzmar

Legal Consultant

Ramallah

International Alliance of Women
Ms. Monique Bouaziz

Delegate to UNESCO
Saint-Cloud

International Middle East Establishment for Acade@ounseling and Guidance
Mr. Ahmed A. A. Alafghani

Chairman of the Board

Ms. Lina Y. M. Alnajjar, International Relations@iiraining

Gaza

The Jahalin Association

Ms. Angela Godfrey-Goldstein
Advocacy Officer

Jericho
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La voix de I'enfant
Ms. Martine Brousse
Paris

Les amis francais de Neve Shalom/Wahat As-Salam
Mr. Dominique M. Nodet

Chairman

Paris

Migratory Letters Campaign
Mr. Mohammed S. M. Igtifan
Campaign Coordinator

Mr. Ghazi M.S. Murtaja
External Relations Coordinator
Gaza

One Voice lIsrael
Mr. Tal Harris
Executive Director
Tel Aviv

The Palestine Return Centre
Mr. Nasim Ahmed

Senior Researcher

Mr. Sameh Habeeb,

Head of Media Department
Mr. Arafet Boujemaa

Head of Legal Section
London

Palestinians without Frontiers
Mr. Mahmoud Eljammali
Chairman of the Board

Ms. Naela I.K. Abuzarifa
Madrid

Pax Christi International
Ms. Collette Petit
UNESCO Representative
Brussels

Peace Now
Ms. Merav Kahana
Tel Aviv
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Physicians for Human Rights — Israel
Ms. Gila Norich

Director of Development

Jaffa-Tel Aviv

Plateforme des ONG francaises pour la Palestine
Ms. Claude Léostic

Chairman

Ms. Aurore Faivre

Paris

Popular Committee Against the Wall
Mr. Shadi Fawagrha

Coordinator

Bethlehem

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradgof the African Union)
Ms. Dielika Diallo

External Relations Officer

Bamako

Save Youth Future Society
Mr. Imad A. Darwish
Chairman

Mr. Khaled O. Abu Zaid
Director General

Gaza

Search for Common Ground

Ms. Anne Savey

Africa/Middle East and North Africa Programme Asaig
Ms. Coline Trautmann-Gabin

Programme Associate

Mr. Alexander Shearman

Africa/Europe Programme Associate

Brussels

Sharek Youth Forum

Mr. Wisam Shweiki

Local Youth Councils Programme Manager
Ramallah
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United States Campaign to End the Israeli Occupatio
Ms. Phyllis Bennis

Director, New Internationalism Project

Fellow, Institute for Policy Studies

Washington, D.C.

Windows: Channels for Communication
Ms. Rutie Atsmon

Co-founder and Director

Tel Aviv/IRamallah

Yala Young Leaders
Ms. Shoruq A. H. Morakten
Ramallah

Youth Against Settlements
Mr. Akram Natsheh
Hebron

Media

Al Sbah newspaper

Mr. Serri M.H. Arafat

General Director and Chief Editor
Gaza

Association de I'agence de presse étrangere
Ms. Marie Cornet-Ashby
Foreign Press

Europe Orient
Ms. Isabelle Chanel
Paris

Le Nouvel Observateur

Mr. René Backmann
International News Commentator
Paris

Page One

Mr. Stanley S.T. Samuels
European Bureau Chief
Paris



PBC Paris Tribune

Mr. Sufyan Ramabhi
Journalist

Mrs. Ghazzaoui Ramahi
Paris

UNESCO Press

Ms. Djenana Mujadzic
jolpress.com

H.E. Mrs. Katalin Bogyay

President, UNESCO General Conference

Mr. Jean-Claude Lefort
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Special guests

Député honoraire, Président de I'Association Frddalestine Solidarité

Mr. John V. Whitbeck
International lawyer
Paris

Ms. Silwan Abbassi

Ms. Hala Abu Hassira
Ms. Fatima Alsahamandi
Ms. Sahar Amarir

Mr. Akram Bader

Ms. Kathryn Brunton

Mr. Khaled Chehimi

Mr. Imad Darwich

Mr. Pierre Delorme

Mr. Adel Fahoum

Ms. Nell Gabiam

Mr. Jean-Pierre Girard
Ms. Marie Kortam

Ms. Phyllis Kotite

Mr. David Anthony Leighton
Ms. Lana Sadeq

Ms. Anne Marie Safieh Afifé
Mr. Nael Salman

Mr. Taghreed Sinwar

Ms. Zalma Tchequizoua
Ms. Violetta Torres-Baron
Mr. Christian Velpry

Public



