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I.     Draft decision recommended for adoption by the Economic and Social Council

 
Grave and massive violations of the human rights of the Palestinian people by Israel

 
The Economic and Social Council, taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution S-5/1 of 19 October 2000, endorses the Commission's decisions:
 
(a)         To establish, on an urgent basis, a human rights inquiry commission, whose membership should be based on the principles of independence and



objectivity, to gather and compile information on violations of human rights and acts which constitute grave breaches of international humanitarian law by the
Israeli occupying Power in the occupied Palestinian territories and to provide the Commission with its conclusions and recommendations, with the aim of
preventing the repetition of the recent human rights violations;
 
(b)       To request the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to undertake an urgent visit to the occupied Palestinian territories to take stock
of the violations of the human rights of the Palestinian people by the Israeli occupying Power, to facilitate the activities of the mechanisms of the
Commission in implementation of the present resolution, to keep the Commission informed of developments and to report to the Commission at its fifty-
seventh session and, on an interim basis, to the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth session;
 
(c)         To request the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the Representative of the Secretary-General on internally
displaced persons, the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, the
Special Rapporteur on religious intolerance, the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance, the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing and the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances to carry out immediate
missions to the occupied Palestinian territories and to report the findings to the Commission at its fifty-seventh session and, on an interim basis, to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fifth session.

 
II. Resolution adopted by the Commission at its fifth special session

 
S-5/1. Grave and massive violations of the human rights of the Palestinian people by Israel

 
 The Commission on Human Rights,

 
 Meeting   in special session,

 
 Guided   by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the various provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,
 

 
Recalling   Security Council resolutions 476 (1980)   of 30 June 1980, 478 (1980)   of 20 August 1980, 672 (1990)   of 12 October 1990 and 1073 (1996)   of
28 September 1996, and taking note of Council resolution 1322 (2000)   of 7 October 2000,
 

 
Recalling also   its previous resolutions on the situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories, including Jerusalem, the most recent of which
was   resolution 2000/6   of 17 April 2000,
 

 
Taking note   of the report of the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Giorgio Giacomelli (E/CN.4/S-5/3) , submitted on 17 October 2000, regarding his mission
undertaken in accordance with Commission resolution 1993/2 A of 19 February 1993,
 
Condemning   the provocative visit to Al-Haram al-Sharif on 28 September 2000 by Ariel Sharon, the Likud party leader, which triggered the tragic events
that followed in occupied East Jerusalem and the other occupied Palestinian territories, resulting in a high number of deaths and injuries among Palestinian
civilians,
 
Gravely concerned at the widespread, systematic and gross violations of human rights perpetrated by me Israeli occupying Power, in particular mass
killings and collective punishments, such as demolition of houses and closure of the Palestinian territories, measures which constitute war crimes, flagrant
violations of international humanitarian law and crimes against humanity,
 
Taking into account   the principles of international law and international humanitarian law, particularly the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949 and Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions of 1977, and the Basic Principles on the Use of
Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials of 1990, which prescribe that such officials should, inter alia,   "minimize damage and injury, and
respect and preserve human life" and "ensure that firearms are used only in appropriate circumstances in a manner likely to decrease the risk of
unnecessary harm",
 
Bearing in mind the   outcome of the Sharm el Sheikh summit of 17 October 2000,
 
1.         Strongly condemns   the disproportionate and indiscriminate use of force in violation of international humanitarian law by the Israeli occupying
Power against innocent and unarmed Palestinian civilians, causing the death of 120 civilians, including many children, in the occupied territories, which
constitutes a flagrant and grave violation of the right to life and also constitutes a war crime and a crime against humanity;
 
2.           Calls upon   Israel, the occupying Power, to put an immediate end to any use of force against unarmed civilians and to abide scrupulously by its
legal obligations and responsibilities under the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War;
 
3.         Calls upon   the international community to take immediate effective measures to secure the cessation of violence by the Israeli occupying Power
and to put an end to the ongoing violations of human rights of the Palestinian people in the occupied territories;
 
4.           Affirms   that the Israeli military occupation in itself constitutes a grave violation of the human rights of the Palestinian people;
 
5.           Also affirms   that the deliberate and systematic killing of civilians and children by the Israeli occupying authorities constitutes a flagrant and grave
violation of the right to life and also constitutes a crime against humanity;
 



6.           Decides:
 
(a)         To establish, on an urgent basis, a human rights inquiry commission, whose membership should be based on the principles of independence and
objectivity, to gather and compile information on violations of human rights and acts which constitute grave breaches of international humanitarian law by the
Israeli occupying Power in the occupied Palestinian territories and to provide the Commission with its conclusions and recommendations, with the aim of
preventing the repetition of the recent human rights violations;
 
(b)       To request the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to undertake an urgent visit to the occupied Palestinian territories to take stock
of the violations of the human rights of the Palestinian people by the Israeli occupying Power, to facilitate the activities of the mechanisms of the
Commission in implementation of me present resolution, to keep it informed of developments and to report to the Commission at its fifty-seventh session and,
on an interim basis, to the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth session;
 
(c)         To request the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the Representative of the Secretary-General on internally
displaced persons, the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, the
Special Rapporteur on religious intolerance, the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance, the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing and the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances to carry out immediate
missions to the occupied Palestinian territories and to report the findings to the Commission at its fifty-seventh session and, on an interim basis, to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fifth session;
 
(d)         To request the High Commissioner to bring the present resolution to the attention of the Government of Israel and all other Governments, the
competent United Nations organs, the specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations and international humanitarian organizations, to ensure
me widest possible dissemination of the text of the resolution and to report on its implementation by the Government of Israel to the Commission at its next
session;
 
7.           Decides   to consider this question at its fifty-seventh session under item 8 of its provisional agenda, as a matter of high priority;
 
8.           Requests   the Economic and Social Council to meet on an urgent basis in order to act on the proposals contained in the present resolution.
 

6th meeting 19 October 2000
[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 19 votes to 16, with 17 abstentions. See chap. IV.]

 
III. Organization of the work of the session

 
1.         The Economic and Social Council, in its   resolution 1990/48 of 25 May 1990, authorized the Commission on Human Rights to meet exceptionally
between its regular sessions, provided that a majority of the members of the Commission so agreed.
 
2.         The Economic and Social Council, by its decision 1993/286 of 28 July 1993, adopted at its substantive session the "Procedure for special sessions of
the Commission on Human Rights".
 
3.         By a letter dated 3 October 2000, addressed to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Permanent Representative of Algeria
to the United Nations Office at Geneva, on behalf of the Council of Arab Permanent Representatives, Members of the League of Arab States, requested
that a special session of the Commission be convened "to discuss the grave and massive violations of the human rights of the Palestinian people by the
Israeli occupying Power".
 
4.         Pursuant to Economic and Social Council decision 1993/286, the States members of the Commission were requested, by a note verbale dated 4
October 2000, to indicate their wishes in regard to the request of me Government of Algeria, with a view to ascertaining whether the majority of the
members agreed to the holding of a special session. By the deadline on 10 October 2000, me following States members of the Commission had indicated
their agreement: Argentina, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brazil, Burundi, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Czech Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Germany,
Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Tunisia, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Venezuela, Zambia.
 
5.         As the majority of the States members were in agreement, the High Commissioner convened the fifth special session of the Commission from 17 to
19 October 2000.

 
A. Opening and duration of the session

 
6.         The Commission held its fifth special session at the United Nations Office at Geneva from 17 to 19 October 2000. It held six meetings (E/CN.4/S-
5/SR.1-6) 1 /   during the session.
 
7.         The fifth special session was opened by Mr. Shambhu Ram Simkhada (Nepal), Chairperson of the Commission at its fifty-sixth session.

 
B. Attendance

 
8.         The session was attended by representatives of States members of the Commission, by observers for other States Members of me United Nations,
by observers for non-member States and Palestine, by representatives of United Nations bodies and the specialized agencies and regional intergovernmental
organizations, and by observers for other entities and non-governmental organizations. An attendance list is given in annex II to the present report.

 



C. Officers
 
9.           At its fifty-sixth session, the Commission had elected the following officers, who also served as officers for the fifth special session of the
Commission:

 
 

Chairperson: Mr. Shambhu Ram Simkhada (Nepal)
Vice-Chairpersons: Mr. Ibrahim Mirghani Ibrahim (Sudan)

Mr. Krzysztof Jakubowski (Poland)
Mr. Victor Rodríguez Cedeño (Venezuela)

Rapporteur: Ms. Marie Gervais-Vidricaire (Canada)

 
D. Agenda

10.       At its 1st meeting, on 17 October 2000, the Commission had before it the provisional agenda of the fifth special session (E/CN.4/S-5/1 and Add.1),
drawn up in accordance with rule 5 of the rules of procedure of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council.
 
11.       The agenda was adopted without a vote. For the text, see annex I to the present report.

 
E. Organization of work

 
12.       At its 1st meeting, the Commission considered the organization of its work.
 
13.         The Commission accepted the recommendation of its officers regarding limitation of the frequency and duration of statements. Members of the
Commission and all observers, including States, international organizations, other entities and non-governmental organizations, were limited to one statement
of 10 minutes. In me case of joint statements by States or non-governmental organizations, more time, within reasonable limits, would be given to the
speakers. If, after a collective statement exceeding 10 minutes, some States wished to take the floor again, they would be given half the time normally
accorded. However, if a collective statement did not exceed 10 minutes, those States wishing to take the floor again could use the time normally allotted to
them, that is, up to 10 minutes.
 
14.       The Commission followed me practice established at its previous special sessions, whereby the requirement stipulated in rule 52 of the rules of
procedure of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council that proposals and substantive amendments be discussed or put to the vote no
earlier than 24 hours after copies had been circulated to all members, was waived.
 
15.       The Commission accepted the recommendation that, with regard to rights of reply, a limitation of two replies per delegation for me entire session,
five minutes for the first and three minutes for the second, would be observed.
 
16.       The Commission also accepted the recommendation that all other rules and practices of the Commission with regard to the conduct of business
should continue to apply.

 
F. Resolution and documentation

 
17.       Resolution S-5/1, adopted by the Commission at its fifth special session, is reproduced in chapter II of the present report. A draft decision for action
by the Economic and Social Council is set out in chapter I.
 
18.       Annex III to the present report contains a statement regarding the administrative and programme budget implications of resolution S-5/1. Annex IV
contains a list of documents issued for this session of the Commission.

 
G. Concluding remarks

 
19.       At the 6th meeting, on 19 October 2000, concluding remarks were made by the following speakers:
 

(a)       Ms. Mary Robinson, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;
 

(b)       Mr. Shambhu Ram Simkhada, Chairperson of the fifth special session of the Commission.

 
IV. Letter dated 3 October 2000 from the Permanent Representative of Algeria

to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

 
20.       The Commission considered agenda item 3 at its 1 st to 6th meetings, from 17 to 19 October 2000.
 
21.       At the 1st meeting, on 17 October 2000, Ms. Mary Robinson, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, made a statement.
 
22.       Also at the 1st meeting, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel since 1967, Mr.



Giorgio Giacomelli, made a statement introducing his mission report (E/CN.4/S-5/3).
 
23.       At the same meeting, the representative of Tunisia (on behalf of the League of Arab States) made a statement with regard to the request contained
in the letter dated 3 October 2000 from the Permanent Representative of Algeria to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights
(E/CN.4/S-5/2).
 
24.       In the general debate on item 3, statements 2 /   were made by the following members of the Commission: Argentina (3rd), Bangladesh (1st),
Botswana (3rd), Brazil (3rd), Canada (3rd), Chile (3rd), China (1st), Cuba (1st), Ecuador (3rd), El Salvador (4th), France (on behalf of the) European Union;
Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Turkey aligned themselves with
the statement) (3rd), Guatemala (3rd), India (3rd), Indonesia (on behalf of the Group of Asian States (1st) and on its own behalf (2nd)), Japan (2nd). Latvia
(3rd), Morocco (3rd), Niger (3rd), Nigeria (on behalf of the Group of African States) (4th), Norway (4th), Pakistan (4th), Qatar (3rd), Republic of Korea
(3rd), Russian Federation (4th), Senegal (1st), Sri Lanka (2nd), Sudan (3rd) , Tunisia (3rd), United States of America (1st), Venezuela (on behalf of the
Group of Latin American and Caribbean States) (3rd).
 
25.       The Commission also heard statements by the following observers: Algeria (1st), Australia (2nd), Bahrain (3rd), Belize (4th), Brunei Darussalam
(4th), Democratic People's Republic of Korea (4th), Egypt (2nd), Guinea (4th), Iraq (1st), Iran (Islamic Republic of) (3rd), Israel (1st, 2nd and 3rd), Jordan
(3rd), Kuwait (1st), Lebanon (3rd), Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (3rd), Malaysia (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (1st) and on its own
behalf (4th), Mauritania (4th), New Zealand (4th), Oman (3rd), Saudi Arabia (1st), South Africa (4th), Syrian Arab Republic (1st), Turkey (3rd), United
Arab Emirates (2nd), Viet Nam (4th), Yemen (3rd).
 
26.       The observer for Palestine made statements (1st and 3rd).
 
27.       The observers for the Holy See (3rd) and Switzerland (1st) also made statements.
 
28.       Statements were made by the observers for the League of Arab States (4th) and the Organization of the Islamic Conference (3rd).
 
29.       A statement was also made by the representative of the United Nations Children's Fund (4th).
 
30.       The Commission also heard statements by observers for the following non-governmental organizations: African Commission of Health and Human
Rights Promoters (4th), Al-Haq, Law in the Service of Man (4th), American Jewish Committee (2nd), Amnesty International (2nd), Arab Organization for
Human Rights (2nd), Association for World Education (2nd), Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (2nd), Commission of the Churches on International
Affairs of the World Council of Churches (2nd), General Arab Women Federation (2nd), Habitat International Coalition (4th), Indian Movement "Tupaj
Amaru" (4th), International Commission of Jurists (2nd), International Federation of Human Rights Leagues (2nd), International League for the Rights and
Liberation of Peoples (4th), International Young Catholic Students (4th), MADRE, Inc. (2nd), North South XXI (2nd), Union of Arab Jurists (2nd), War
Resistors' International (2nd), Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (2nd), World Jewish Congress (joint statement with International
Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists) (2nd), World Federation of Democratic Youth (4th), World Organization against Torture (2nd), World Union for
Progressive Judaism (4th).
 
31.         Statements in exercise of the equivalent to the right of reply were made by the observers for Israel (4th) and Lebanon (4th).

 
Grave and massive violations of the human rights of the Palestinian people by Israel

 
32.       At the 5th meeting, on 19 October 2000, the representative of Tunisia introduced draft resolution E/CN.4/S-5/L.2/Rev.l, sponsored by Algeria,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, China, Cuba, Egypt, Indonesia, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Oman, Pakistan,
Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, the Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey, me United Arab Emirates and Yemen.
 
33.       At the request of the representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, supported by the representatives of Tunisia and
Venezuela, the Chairperson suspended consideration of the draft resolution.
 
34.       At the 6th meeting, on the same day, the Commission resumed consideration of the draft resolution.
 
35.       Statements in connection with the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference) and Tunisia.
 
36.       In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council, the attention of the
Commission was drawn to the estimated administrative and programme budget implications 3 /   of the draft resolution.
 
37.       At the request of the representative of the United States of America, a roll-call vote was taken on the draft resolution, which was adopted by 19
votes to 16, with 17 abstentions. The voting was as follows:
 
In favour:         Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Cuba, India, Indonesia, Madagascar, Mauritius, Morocco, Niger, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Senegal, Sri
Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Tunisia, Venezuela.
 
Against:           Canada, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Luxembourg, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America.
 
Abstaining:       Argentina, Botswana, Brazil, Burundi, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Peru, Republic of Korea, Republic of
the Congo, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Zambia.
 
38.       Statements in explanation of vote after the vote were made by the representatives of Argentina, Burundi, Canada, Chile, France (on behalf of the
European Union; the Czech Republic, Latvia, Poland and Romania aligned themselves with the statement), Guatemala, India, Japan, Nepal, Norway,



Mauritius, Republic of the Congo and the United States of America.
 
39.       After the adoption of the resolution, statements in connection with the adopted resolution were made by the observers for Israel and Palestine.
 
40.       For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter II, resolution S-5/1.

 
V.     Report of the Commission to the Economic and Social Council on the fifth special session

 
41.       At the 6th meeting, on 19 October 2000, the Commission considered the draft report on the work of the fifth special session (E/CN.4/S-5/L.1 and
Add. 1). The draft report was adopted ad referendum sad   the Commission decided to entrust the Rapporteur with its finalization.
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Muslim World League
World Confederation of Labour
World Federation of Democratic Youth
World Federation of Trade Unions
World Muslim Congress

 
Special consultative status
Al-Haq, Law in the Service of Man
African Commission of Health and Human Rights Promoters
All India Women's Conference
American Jewish Committee, The
Amnesty International
Arab Organization for Human Rights
Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies
Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers)
General Arab Women Federation
Indian Movement, "Tupaj Amaru"
Interfaith International
International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists
International Catholic Migration Commission
International Commission of Jurists
International Council of Jewish Women
International Federation of Human Rights Leagues
International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples
International Organization for the Development of Freedom of Education
International Organization for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
International Service for Human Rights
International Young Catholic Students
MADRE, Inc.
Marangopoulos Foundation for Human Rights
New Humanity
North South XXI
Salvation Army, The
Union of Arab Jurists
War Resisters' International
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
Women's International Zionist Organization
World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women
World Jewish Congress
World Movement of Mothers
World Organization against Torture
World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations



 
Roster
Association for World Education
Association of World Citizens
Movement against Racism and for
Friendship among Peoples
World Union for Progressive Judaism

 
Annex III

 
Administrative and programme budget implications of

resolution S-5/1 adopted by the Commission at its fifth special session

 
At its 6th meeting, on 19 October 2000, the Commission adopted resolution S-5/1. The administrative and programme budget implications will be published in
an addendum to the present report.

 
Annex IV

 
List of documents issued for the fifth special session of the Commission

 
Documents issued in the general series

 
 
Symbol Agenda item  
   
E/CN.4/S-5/1 1 Provisional agenda: note by the Secretary-General
E/CN.4/S-5/1/Add.1 1 Annotations to the provisional agenda prepared by the Secretary-General
E/CN.4/S-5/2 3 Letter dated 3 October 2000 from the Permanent Representative of Algeria

to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights

E/CN.4/S-5/3 3 Mission report on Israel's violations of human rights in the Palestinian
territories occupied since 1967, submitted by Mr. Giorgio Giacomelli, Special
Rapporteur

E/CN.4/S-5-4  Letter dated 19 October 2000 from the Permanent Representative of Israel
to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights

   
Documents issued in the limited series  
   
E/CN.4/S-5/L.1 and Add.l 4 Draft report of the fifth special session of the Commission
E/CN.4/S-5/L.2/Rev.l 3 Grave and massive violations of the human rights of the Palestinian people by

Israel: draft resolution
   
Documents issued in the non-governmental organizations series
   
E/CN.4/S-5/NGO/1 3 Written statement submitted by the Commission of the Churches on

International Affairs of the World Council of Churches, a non-governmental
organization in general consultative status

 
Notes

 
 1 /  Summary records of each of the meetings are subject to correction. They are considered final with the issuance of a consolidated

corrigendum (E/CN.4/S-5/SR.l-6/Corrigendum).
 

 2 /  The number in parentheses following the name of a State or organization denotes the number of the meeting at which the statement was
made.
 

 3 /  Annex III contains the estimated administrative and programme budget implications of the Commission resolution.

 
 


