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We welcome the recent steps forward toward Peace in the Middle East, and will pursue complementary efforts to support the Parties’ efforts to reach a political
agreement by the end of 2008, as foreseen at the Annapolis Conference. We are determined to support the subsequent implementation of that agreement, and
call again on Israel and the Palestinians to implement their Roadmap obligations in full. The EU and the U.S. are doing important work in the area of Palestinian
capacity-building to pave the way for a future democratic Palestinian state living side by side in peace and security with Israel and its other neighbours. We
underline the importance of continued broad and constructive involvement by Arab partners and commend the Arab League’s Peace Initiative and its goal of
promoting a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. We call on donors, especially those in the region to follow through on and, if possible increase, their
pledges and deliver assistance to the Palestinian Authority.
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