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G8 Foreign Ministers' Meeting Statement

Introduction

G8 Foreign Mnisters met in London on 10-11 April. The G8 represents a group of nations with a broad range of global interests and with a collective responsibility and opportunity to
use its influence to address some of the most pressing issues in the world.

Foreign Mnisters addressed a nunber of international issues, challenges and opportunities that impact on global peace, security and prosperity. Beyond exchanging view's and
coordinating actions on the pressing foreign policy issues of the day, they made a nunber of commitments as set out below and in the separate Declaration on the Prevention of
Sexual Violence in Conflict.

/...

Middle East Peace Process (MEPP)

G8 Foreign Mnisters confirmed their commitment to a just, lasting, and conprehensive peace in the Mddle East. They agreed on the urgent need to make progress on the Mddle East
Peace Process towards this goal and underscored the need for a mgjor international effort, involving all relevant parties, including the Quartet, to drive the peace process forward.
The Mnisters welcomed President Obang’s visit to the region and his statemment that peace betw een Israelis and Palestinians is necessary, just and possible. They urged both sides to
show the bold palitical leadership needed to achieve peace, to take the necessary steps to build trust and to work tow ards the resunption of negotiations without preconditions.

The Mnisters stressed that a long termsolution to this conflict can be achieved only through direct negotiations, taking note of the 23 Septenber 2011 staterent  of the Mddle East
Quartet. Mnisters called on parties to refrain fromunilateral actions and to create an atmosphere conducive to peace. They strongly reaffirmed that unilateral actions by either party
cannot prejudge the outcome of negotiations.

Mnisters expressed grave concerns about the poor state of the Palestinian economy, and the inpact this has on Palestinian state-building efforts. Mnisters affirmed their support for
the Palestinian Authority and encouraged Arab countries, as well as emerging econorries, to extend the fullest assistance possible to revitalising the Palestinian economy.

The Mnisters welcomed the Egyptian-brokered ceasefire of 21 Noverrber 2012 which ended hostilities in Gaza and southern Israel, condenmed rocket attacks in contravention of this
and urged all sides to uphold their commitments.
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