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PRESS RELEASE

 
United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator calls for halt to the displacement of Palestinians

in the Jordan Valley
 

Jerusalem, 31 January 2014
 
The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator James W. Rawley today expressed concern over the Israeli authorities’ demolition of 36 Palestinian-owned
structures in the Jordan Valley community of Ein al Hilwe yesterday. The demolitions resulted in the displacement of 66 people, including 36 children.
 
“I am deeply concerned about the ongoing displacement and dispossession of Palestinians in Area C , particularly along the Jordan Valley where the
number of structures demolished more than doubled in the last year. This activity not only deprives Palestinians of access to shelter and basic services, it
also runs counter to international law,” said Mr. Rawley. “The destruction of Palestinian-owned property and forced eviction of Palestinians must be
brought to an immediate halt until Palestinians have access to a fair planning and zoning regime that meets their needs.”
 
Humanitarian partners are providing the necessary emergency assistance to families that are currently without shelter and suffering impaired livelihoods.
Humanitarian agencies are facing increasing difficulties responding to emergency needs in Area C  of the Jordan Valley due to restrictions from the Israeli
authorities. In several cases, humanitarian assistance has been seized, confiscated or destroyed.
 
Displacement rose 25 per cent in 2013, with over 1,100 displaced in the West Bank, both in Area C  and East Jerusalem, following the demolition of
structure built without an Israeli-issued building permit, which is virtually impossible to obtain. Since the beginning of 2014, over 100 Palestinian-owned
structures have been demolished in these areas, forcibly displacing more than 180 Palestinians, including nearly 100 children.
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For more information, please contact:
Catherine Cook Tel.: +972 (0)2 582 9962; Mobile: + 972 (0) 54 3311 810

 
 


