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SECRETARY-GENERAL EXPRESSES HOPE GAZA CEASEFIRE HOLDS

THANKS EGYPT FOR BROKERING AGREEMENT

The following statement was issued today by the Spokesperson for UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon:

The Secretary-General hopes that the ceasefire reached among Palestinian factions in Gaza holds, and he thanks Egypt for its vital work in brokering this
agreement. He calls on the Palestinian Authority to take the necessary steps to restore law and order, and for all factions to abide by the ceasefire.

At the same time, the Secretary-General is deeply concerned that Palestinian militants continue to fire rockets at Israel, targeting civilians. These attacks are
completely unacceptable and violate international law.

The Secretary-General is also deeply concerned by the mounting number of civilian casualties from Israeli military operations, especially the targeted attack on
the home of a Hamas legislator in Gaza, which killed sixmembers of one family. While recognizing Israel’s right to defend itself, he calls on Israel to abide by
international law and to ensure that its actions do not target civilians or put them at undue risk.
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