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1. REPORT OF THE SIXTH UNITED NATIONS SEMINAR ON THE 
QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

1. The Sixth United Nations Seminar on t h e  Question of Palestine with 
the  t i t l e  "The Ina l ienable  Rights of the  Palestinian People" as i t s  central  
theme, w a s  held at the  Mediterranean Conference Centre, Valletta, Malta, 
f r o m  12-16 April 1982, i n  accordance with the  terms of General Assembly 
resolution 36/120 B. Eight meetings w e r e  held and 17 panel is ts  presented 
papers on various aspects of the  Question of Palestine.  

2. The United Nations Committee on the  Exercise of the  Inalienable Rights 
of t h e  Palestinian People w a s  represented by a delegation consisting of H i s  
Excellency Mr. Massamba Sarre,  Chairman of the  Committee; H i s  Excellency Mr. 
Victor J. Gauci, Malta, Rapporteur; H i s  Excellency Mr. Abdullah K a m i l ,  
Indonesia: Dr. Ferenc Somogyi, Hungary; Mr. Bechir Chebaane, !Punish; and 
k. Zehdi L. Terzi, Permanent Observer of t he  Palestine Liberation Organization 
t o  t h e  United Nations. H i s  Excellency Mr. Victor J. Gauci acted as 
Rapporteur of the  Seminar. 

3. The Seminar w a s  attended by Mrs. Lucille Mair, Secretary-General 
Designate of t he  International Conference on the  Question of Palestine.  

4. 
the  distinguished presence of the Acting-President of the  Republic of Malta, 
The Honourable Dr. Daniel Micallef and was  addressed by The Honourable 
Dr. Alex Sceberras Trigona, Minister fo r  Foreign Affairs and Culture of the  
Republic of Malta. 

The opening session of the  Seminar on 12 April 1982 w a s  convened i n  

5. The Minister outl ined the  j u s t i f i e d  struggle of the  Palestinian 
people fo r  self-determination and s t ressed the  recognition and support - 
including diplomatic accredition t o  the  Palestine Liberation Organization - 
given by Malta t o  t h e i r  cause. Over many years t he  Palestinian people, 
despite many disappointments, continue t o  place their  f a i t h  i n  the  United 
Nations. 
outcome fo r  t he  legit imate r igh t s  of the  Palestinian people. 

6. 
on the  Palestine issue w a s  a lso outlined; the  Seminar i n  Valletta w a s  
considered an important forerunner t o  act ive European involvement i n  the  
search f o r  an equitable solution. 
constraints that  so far have prevented Western Europe from making i ts  
effect ive contribution t o  a constructive Middle E a s t  policy. 

This f a i t h  deserves t o  be rewarded with an equitable and peaceful 

The ro l e  of t he  United Nations i n  disseminating objective information 

It w a s  necessary t o  invest igate  the  

7. 
Palestinian people and i t s  representation, w a s  an important element i n  
European involvement, but t he  hopes raised i n  t h a t  Declaration have not 
yet  been fu l f i l l ed .  The Valletta Seminar could serve t o  consolidate 
progress and t o  ident i fy  new avenues t o  pursue, so that progress w i l l  no 
longer be delayed. 

The Venice Declaration, which spoke for thr ight ly  of t he  r igh t s  of t he  
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8. A t  t he  same opening session, Mr. Massamba Sarre,  Chairman of the  
Committee, gave a br ie f  account of the  Committee's work. 
highlighted Europe's ro l e  i n  t he  shaping of his tory,  as w e l l  as i n  the  
formation of world opinion. 
of the  Seminar as one approach i n  helping t o  ensure t h a t  t h e  r igh t s  of t h e  
Palestinians would be implemented. 

H e  a l so  

In t h i s  context he emphasized t h e  importance 

9 .  The t r a g i c  violence perpetrated i n  Jerusalem by Israeli so ld ie rs  
reported on that  same day w a s  a grim reminder of t h e  constant deter iorat ion 
of t he  s i tua t ion  and t h e  consequent need f o r  a new momentum i n  t h e  search 
f o r  a solution. 
President of t he  Security Council and another t o  t h e  Chairman of t h e  
Palest ine Liberation Organization, M r .  Arafat, deploring t h e  Israeli action. 

"he Seminar immediately decided t o  send a telegram t o  t h e  

10. 
Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization w a s  conveyed 
t o  t h e  Seminar by Mr. Mourad Essa Bahloul, Representative of t h e  Palestine 
Liberation Organization i n  Malta. 

A message from H i s  Excellency M r .  Yasser Arafat, Chairman of t h e  

11. 
H i s  Excellency M r .  Chedli Klibi  was conveyed t o  t h e  Seminar by h i s  personal 
representative t o  the  Seminar, M r .  Youssef Al-Fayoumi. 

A message f r o m  t he  Secretary-General of t he  League of Arab States, 

12. 
Capucci, Archbishop of Jerusalem who addressed an inspir ing message t o  t h e  
Seminar. H e  emphasized the  essent ia l ly  humanitarian nature of t h e  problem 
of the  Palest inians which should c a l l  f o r  a universally posi t ive response. 
The Palestinians wanted recognition as a people, e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e i r  own 
nation and t o  t h e i r  flag, thus a t ta in ing  t h e i r  inherent dignity,  and 
l i b e r t y  as any human person. 

The Seminar w a s  graced by t h e  presence of H i s  Ehinence Msgr. Hilarion 

13. 
t he  central  theme "The Inalienable Rights of t h e  Palestinian People". 
panels and t h e i r  panel is ts  were as follows: 

Six panels were established so as t o  consider d i f fe ren t  aspects of 
These 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii 

( i v )  

The Fundamental Rights of t h e  Palestinian People 
The Hon. Mr. Andrew Faulds, M.P. (United Kingdom) 
Senator Luigi Granelli ,  M.P. ( I t a l y )  
Mr . Vladimir Ivanovich Kesselyov (Union of Soviet Soc ia l i s t  Republics ) 
Dr. V l a d i m i r  S. Koshelev (Byelorussian Soviet Soc ia l i s t  Republic) 
Dr. Jerzy Piotrowski (Poland) 

The Nature and the  Role of t he  Palestine Liberation Organization 
D r  . Sami Musallam (Palest inian ) 

Israeli Settlements Pol ic ies  i n  the  Occupied Arab Ter r i to r ies  
Dr. Becir Meholjic (Yugoslavia) 
Mr. B e l a  Szilagyi (Hungary) 

The P d e s t i n e  Issue and European Public Opinion 
Mr. Charles Saint-Prot (France) 
The Hon. Mr. Ernest Ross, M.P. (United Kingdom) 
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(v)  The Evolution of European Attitudes and Pol ic ies  on the  Question 
of Palestine 
F4r. T i j i l  Declerq (Belgium) 
Mr. Leonidas Kyrkos (Greece) 
Mr. George Vella (Malta) 

( v i )  The Role of t he  United Nations and the  Search fo r  Effective 
Measures t o  Enable the Palestinian People t o  A t t a i n  and Exercise 
its Rights 
Mr. Marcel Dinu (Romania) 
The Hon. Mr. Giancarlo Pa je t ta ,  M.P. ( I t a l y  ) 
Dr. Ingo Schoenfelder ( G e r m a n  Democratic Republic) 

14 .  
t h e  papers presented by t h e  panel is ts  W i l l  be published i n  f u l l  by the  
United Nations, together with t h e  report  of the  Seminar, as a fur ther  
contribution towards objective appraisal  of the  Question of Palestine.  

In accordance with established pract ice ,  the  opening statements and 

15. The vigorous discussions which followed the  presentation of papers 
at each meeting covered several  aspects of t he  Question of Palestine and 
helped fur ther  t o  elaborate on some of t he  points made by the  panel is ts .  

16. 
required the  attainment by the  Palestinian people of i t s  inalienable r i g h t s .  
The continued occupation of Arab lands and the  arrogant disregard of t h e  
r igh ts  of the  Arab people of Palestine had made the  Palestinian issue one 
of t he  most acute problems of our time requiring a p o l i t i c a l  settlement on 
t h e  basis  of internat ional ly  recognized principles.  

The Seminar agreed tha t  a l a s t ing  and stable peace i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  

17. The United Nations has consistently re i te ra ted  and reaffirmed t h e  
inalienable r igh t s  of t he  Palestinian people, but these continued t o  be 
violated and their  rea l i sa t ion  f rus t ra ted  by Israel, i n  defiance of 
internat ional  public opinion and i n  violat ion of internat ional  l a w .  

18. 
of Europe the  Union of Soviet Soc ia l i s t  Republics and other Socia l i s t  
European countries had consistently supported the  inalienable r igh t s  of 
the  Palestinians and had made constructive suggestions i n  attempts t o  enable 
the  Palestinian people t o  exercise those r igh ts .  

The conference noted tha t  i n  addition t o  the  non-aligned countries 

19. 
Conferences, with the  par t ic ipat ion on an equal footing of t he  representatives 
of t he  Palestine Liberation Organization; t he  jo in t  United States-Soviet 
Statement of October 1977; and the  proposal by L. I. Brezhnev, Chairman of 
the  Presidium of the  Supreme Soviet and General Secretary of t he  Central 
C o m m i t t e e  of the  Communist Party of t h e  Soviet Union fo r  an honest, col lect ive 
search f o r  an all-embracing, j u s t  and r e a l i s t i c  settlement i n  the  Middle E a s t .  
This could be done i n  the  framework of a specially-convened internat ional  
conference with the  par t ic ipat ion of a l l  interested par t ies  , natural ly  
including the  Palestine Liberation Organization. 

Among these suggestions w a s  the  e f fo r t  t o  renew the  Geneva-Middle E a s t  
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20. The European Economic Community more recent ly  had adopted a 
cons t ruc t ive  a t t i t u d e  on t h i s  i s s u e  and had endorsed t h e  p r inc ip l e  tha t  
recognition of t h e  l e g h a t e  r ights  of t h e  Pa les t in ian  people w a s  one of 
t h e  bas i c  conditions f o r  a l a s t i n g  peace i n  t h e  region, toge ther  with t h e  
need t o  provide in t e rna t iona l  guarantees f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of  all t h e  states 
i n  t h e  region and t h e  need t o  a s soc ia t e  t he  Pa le s t ine  Liberation Organization 
i n  t h e  comprehensive peace negotiations.  

21. It w a s  f e l t  t h a t  urgent and concerted ac t ion  was  required from t h e  
United S t a t e s  and Members of t h e  European Economic Community t o  be f u l l y  
behind all i n t e rna t iona l  e f f o r t s  t o  s top  t h e  Israeli process of acquis i t ion  
of t e r r i t o r y  by force ,  which i n  i t se l f  w a s  contrary t o  in t e rna t iona l  l a w  
and presented a ser ious  impediment t o  a peaceful so lu t ion  of t h e  problem. 

22. 
which were considered as a p o s s i b l i t y  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  a dialogue among t h e  
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .  

Reference w a s  a l s o  made t o  t h e  proposals by Prince Fahd of  Saudi Arabia 

23. 
r i g h t  of Pa le s t in i ans  t o  self-determination and t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  r e tu rn  t o  
Pa les t ine .  It f e l t  t h a t  t o o  o f t en  plans f o r  recognition of t h e  Pa le s t in i an  
people's r i g h t  t o  self-determination were r e s t r i c t e d  i n  appl ica t ion  t o  those  
Pa le s t in i ans  who had remained i n  Pa le s t ine  under Israeli occupation, and no 
account w a s  made f o r  t h e  re turn  of Pa les t in ian  refugees. This omission did 
not apply t o  t he  recommendation by the  United Nations Committee on t h e  
Ekercise of the  Ina l ienable  Rights of t h e  Pa les t in ian  People. 

The Seminar w a s  of t h e  view t h a t  t h e r e  was a c l e a r  l inkage between t h e  

24. The na tu re  and representa t ive  r o l e  of t h e  Pa le s t ine  Liberation 
Organization w a s  discussed i n  d e t a i l .  
had recognized t h e  Pa le s t ine  Liberation Organization and have es tab l i shed  
r e l a t i o n s  with it than with Israel. It w a s  incontes tab le  t h a t  the 
Organization w a s  more than a p o l i t i c a l  par ty  o r  l i b e r a t i o n  f ron t  - it was  
an i n s t i t u t i o n  which w a s  t h e  functions of a State and provides a na t iona l  
framework f o r  d i f f e r e n t  Pa le s t in i an  mass organizations and individuals.  

It was  pointed out t h a t  more states 

25. The question of Jerusalem and its importance w a s  emphasized. Israel's 
decision t o  enact l e g i s l a t i o n  on Jerusalem as i ts  c a p i t a l  w a s  regarded as 
one of t h e  most se r ious  ind ica t ions  of i ts  i n s i n c e r i t y  i n  p lac ing  
insurmountable obs tac les  aga ins t  a comprehensive peace sett lement.  The 
attempt u n i l a t e r a l l y  t o  impose a j u r i d i c a l  s t a t u s  of t h e  Holy C i ty ,  which 
i s  unique i n  i t s  r e l i g i o u s  and un ive r sa l i s t  charac te r ,  w a s  i n  d i r e c t  
contradiction t o  in t e rna t iona l  l a w  and has implications w e l l  beyond t h e  
i s sue  of Pa le s t in i an  r i g h t s .  

26. 
expansionist se t t lements  po l icy  continuously pursued by Israel, i n  v io l a t ion  
of accepted in t e rna t iona l  norms. 
world public opinion against  t h i s  po l icy ,  it had gained added momentum s ince  
1977. 
t h e  demographic s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  area and reduce t h e  proportion of t h e  Arab 
population i n  Jerusalem. 

The Seminar w a s  given a detailed account of t he  aggressively 

In spite of the  strong demonstration of 

It w a s  evident t h a t  t h e  Israeli leadersh ip  had a double a i m :  t o  change 
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27. Recent repressive measures, such as the  dismissal of legally-elected 
mayors and the  bru ta l  repression of the  spontaneous demonstrations of t he  
inhabitants,  increased tension and consti tuted a threa t  t o  internat ional  
peace and, i n  par t icu lar ,  t o  t he  securi ty  of t h e  Mediterranean region. 
It w a s  c l ea r  t h a t  these pol ic ies  w e r e  a fur ther  s tep  i n  the preparation 
for a planned Israeli annexation of the  occupied Palestinian Arab t e r r i t o r i e s .  

28. 
of H i s  Majesty King Khalid of Saudi Arabia, it had temporarily closed i t s  
a i rpor t s  as a gesture of support and so l ida r i ty  with t h e  Arab and Moslem 
people, over t h e  Israeli at tack on the  holy Al Aqsa Mosque i n  Jerusalem 
and against iimrmed Palestinian people. 

The host country no t i f i ed  the  Seminar that  i n  response t o  the  appeal 

29. 
it w a s  s t a t ed  t h a t  t he  media i n  Western Europe, though giving coverage t o  
events i n  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  generally tended t o  convey a bias i n  t h e i r  
reportage on the  Middle E a s t  confl ic t  from the  Question of Palestine.  
When the  Palestinian cause w a s  referred t o  t h e i r  legitimate armed struggle 
w a s  of ten d is tor ted  as terrorism. 

In discussing European public opinion on the  question of Palest ine 

30. 
of public opinion i n  Western Euope. 
by t h e  existence of a powerful and in f luen t i a l  group hos t i l e  t o  t h e  
Palestinian cause i m  par t icu lar  and t o  t h e  Arab people i n  general, and on 
the  other hand because of cer ta in  shortcomings i n  t he  f i e l d  of information 
among the  Arab information services. 

It was  noted t h a t  there  was evidence of manipulation of major sections 
This w a s  made possible on t h e  one hand 

31. A change w a s  however noticeable over t he  past  f e w  years. The 
Palestinian cause was a j u s t  one, and, once heard, i t s  conviction w a s  
i r re fu tab le .  The misinformation, o r  even "conspiracy of si lence" was 
now being challenged i n  many Western European countries,  within the  
in f luen t i a l  ranks of church organizations, t rade unions, academic and 
Parliamentary ins t i tu t ions .  In  addition, t he  European disenchantment 
with t h e  Israeli po l ic ies  under t h e  Likud Government w a s  growing with each 
additional ac t  of repression and intransigence. 

32. "he principal ro l e  of the media i n  projecting an image favourable t o  
Israel w a s  t raced and i t s  or igins  discussed. The Zionists are most 
i n f luen t i a l  i n  t he  domain of t he  media, which they mobilize t o  transform 
the  fundamental nature of t he  problem, t o  subordinate the  legit imate 
aspirat ions of Palestinians t o  Zionist designs and t o  t h e  Jewish h i s to r i ca l  
experience, and t o  disassociate t he  Palestinian cause from other national 
l ibera t ion  movements. To counteract t h i s ,  it w a s  f e l t  t h a t  attempts should 
be made t o  prove that any h o s t i l i t y  towards Israeli pol ic ies  had no re la t ion  
t o  anti-Semitism and t h a t  European securi ty  w a s  i n  no way d i r ec t ly  t i e d  t o  
Israeli po l i t i c s .  

33. 
on t h e  Question of Palest ine,  t h e  influence of t h e  United S ta tes  of America 
on these a t t i t udes  w a s  stressed. It w a s  suspected t h a t  even those Western 
European nations which w e r e  more sympathetic t o  t he  pl ight  of the Palestinians 
and were normally prepared t o  support them, nevertheless fe l t  re luctant  t o  
i s o l a t e  t h e  posit ion of tFe Thited States an4 were awaiting t h e  outcome of 
t he  policy review by the  present United S ta tes  administration 

In t rac ing  t h e  evolution of Western European pol ic ies  and a t t i t udes  
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34. 
and i n  par t icu lar  on mi l i ta ry  a id ,  so as t o  maintain a quant i ta t ive and 
qua l i ta t ive  superior i ty  over i t s  Arab neighbours. 
backed by some Western European countries,  not only i n  economic a i d  but 
a l so  i n  mi l i ta ry  assistance,  i n  addition t o  the  immigration of Jewish 
manpower in to  Israel from all over Europe and North America. 

It w a s  noted t h a t  Israel r e l i e d  heavily on United S ta tes  aid 

This policy is also 

35. The new awakening on the  issue dates back t o  1973. The first so l id  
counter-reaction took the  form of the  o i l  embargo, and t h i s  gave rise t o  
a s ignif icant  s h i f t  i n  a t t i tudes .  There has been a gradual s h i f t  noticeable 
i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  policy followed by Western European governments, and an even 
more pronounced change i n  public opinion, as evidenced by t h e  many pro- 
Palestinian demonstrations and t h e  formation of pro-Palestinian groups. 
movement a t  t h e  grass-roots l eve l  i s  gaining momentum; it needs t o  be fed with 
new information and encouraged t o  become more vocal. 

This 

36. 
campaign f o r  a be t t e r  understanding of t h e  true Palestinian cause, at a l l  
leve ls  of influence such as t h e  media, t rade  unions, youth organizations, 
non-governmental organizations and re l ig ious  in s t i t u t ions .  This could 
include t h e  production of a f i l m  which dramatizes the  question of Palestine.  
The infrastructure  and the  means already ex is t  and it was only a question of 
co-ordination and organization. 

It was suggested t h a t  there  should be a sophisticated information 

37. The United Nations' ro le  i n  t h e  search f o r  a solution t o  t h e  problem 
of Palestine w a s  reviewed and carefully analysed. 
t he  United Nations had a great responsibi l i ty  t o  give effect t o  a solution 
stemming d i r ec t ly  from the provisions of t h e  U n i t e d  Nations Charter and 
from resolution 181 (11) and other relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations. 

It was maintained t h a t  

38. 
question, it w a s  noted t h a t  considerable progress had been made i n  
the  recognition of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  aspects of t h e  legit imate Palestinian 
demands and i n  defining the  basic pr inciples  f o r  a settlement of the  
Middle East confl ic t  and the  Palestine issue through peaceful means. 

In reviewing the  his tory of United Nations involvement i n  the 

39. 
worked, it w a s  agreed tha t  it w a s  possible f o r  t h e  IJnited Nations t o  
make fur ther  progress on t h i s  issue through the  continued e f fo r t s  of 
t h e  Committee on t h e  Exercise of the  Inalienable Rights of t he  Palestinian 
People, t h e  Internat ional  Conference scheduled t o  take place no la ter  
than 1984, and fur ther  action i n  t h e  General  Assembly and t h e  Security 
Council and other United Nations bodies. 

While recognizing the  l imitat ions within which the  United Nations 

40. 
examination of t h e  recommendations of the  Committee on the  Exercise of 
t he  Inalienable Rights of t he  Palestinian People and the  adoption of a 
comprehensive resolution which would give recognition t o  the  Palestinian 
peoples' inalienable r igh t s  and the  r igh t  of a l l  S ta tes  i n  t h e  region t o  
ex is t  i n  peace and within secure boundaries. 

Such action could include, within the  Security Council, t h e  posit ive 
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kl. Within t h e  
be adopted which 

General Assembly it w a s  suggested t h a t  decisions should 
would ensure t h a t  t h e  Internat ional  Conference on the  

Question of Palestine would f ind  effect ive ways and means of achieving 
a comprehensive, j u s t  and l a s t ing  settlement of t h e  problem. 

42. 
t he  Non-Aligned Movement had at i t s  meeting i n  Kuwait i n  April 1982 cal led 
upon t h e  Secretary-General t o  undertake at the  earliest possible t i m e ,  
contacts with all par t i e s  t o  t h e  Arab-Israeli confl ic t  with a view t o  finding 
concrete ways and means t o  achieve a comprehensive, j u s t  and l a s t ing  solution. 
That meeting had a l so  cal led upon the  President of t h e  General Assembly t o  
resume t h e  meeting of t he  Seventh Emergency Special Session on t h e  Question 
of Palestine no later than 20 April 1982. 

In t h i s  connection it was  recal led t h a t  t he  Co-ordinating Bureau of 

43. 
framework capable of solving the  problems of t he  Middle E a s t  and Palestine.  
Other p a r t i a l  agreements such as the Camp David Accords negotiated outside 
t h e  framework of t h e  United Nations and without t he  par t ic ipat ion of 
representatives of t he  Palest ine Liberation Organization, made no 
effect ive provision f o r  t he  exercise of t he  inalienable r igh ts  of t he  
Palestinian people, thus complicating and retarding t h e  prospects of a 
comprehensive solution. 

The United Nations remained the  only appropriate internat ional  

44. The moral and p o l i t i c a l  authority of the  United Nations should be 
used t o  bring about an objective approach t o  t h e  question of Palestine.  

45. 
depth which characterized t h e  s tudies  they had submitted and which had 
generated so much stimulating debates. 

Gratitude w a s  expressed t o  t h e  panel is ts  f o r  t he  high qua l i ty  and 

46. 
an Appeal t o  Western European Governments f o r  j u s t i c e  i n  Palestine.  
A fur ther  appeal fo r  a Western European i n i t i a t i v e  i n  the  Near E a s t  w a s  
addressed by the  Western European par t ic ipants  i n  the  Seminar. 
of these documents are appended below. 

A Programme of Action w a s  adopted by the  Seminar which a l so  addressed 

The texts 

47. The Seminar concluded w i t h  t h e  adoption of i t s  report  and w i t h  an 
expression of grat i tude by the  par t ic ipants  t o  the  Government of Malta for  
permitting the Seminar t o  be held i n  Valletta, f o r  t he  co-operation and 
generous assistance it had extended i n  the  organization of t h e  Seminar, 
f o r  the  in t e re s t  it had taken i n  its proceedings and fo r  the  fr iendly 
atmosphere i n  which it w a s  held. 
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Programme of Action 

I. A sophisticated campaign should be launched i n  Western Europe 
t o  promote the Palestinian cause, and t o  do it at a l l  leve ls  - t h e  
media, trade unions, youth and women's organizations, non-governmental 
organizations and rel igious ins t i tu t ions .  "his could include t h e  
production of an information film which dramatizes the Palestinian question. 
Existing means and resources may be u t i l i s e d  t o  pursue t h i s  aim. 

11. The Secretary-General of t he  United Nations i s  urged t o  ensure t h a t  
t he  Special Unit on Palestinian Rights concentrates i ts  efforts on 
increasing i ts  contacts throughout Europe by establishing closer  liaison 
with non-governmental organizations, the  media and the other groups 
interested i n  the  question of Palest ine,  so as t o  organize one o r  more 
regional meetings on the  question of Palest ine,  at an appropriate t i m e  t o  
be agreed upon, which would give maximum publici ty  t o  t h e  j u s t  cause of the 
Palestinian people and. promote e f fec t ive  governmental action t o  achieve an 
equitable solution 
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The Valletta Appeal t o  Western Europe 
fo r  Jus t ice  i n  Palestine 

Malta, 16 A p r i l  1s 

We, t h e  par t ic ipants  i n  t he  Sixth United Nations Seminar on the  
Question of Palestine; 

Concerned at the s i tuat ion i n  illegally-occupied Palestine; 
Concerned at t h e  ac t s  of repression frequently and currently 

Concerned, a lso,  at t h e  threat t o  peace i n  the  area as a result of 

Deploring Israel's continued refusal  t o  abide by United Nations 

perpetrated by Israel on t h e  Arab inhabitants of these t e r r i t o r i e s ;  

these ac ts ;  

resolutions,  i t s  violat ions of internat ional  l a w  and t h e  Charter of t he  
United Nations and i ts  defiance of world public opinion; 

Anxious t o  promote a j u s t  and peaceful solution; 
Conscious of the  potent ia l ly  constructive ro l e  that Western Europe 

can, and has a moral responsibi l i ty  t o ,  play i n  promoting a resolution of 
the  problem; 

by a l l  Governments would undoubtedly lead t o  the  restorat ion of t h e  legit imate 
r igh ts  of t he  Palestinian people and t o  a j u s t  solution of t h e  question, thus 
remove exis t ing tensions which const i tute  a threa t  t o  internat ional  peace and 
security;  

t o  urge t h e i r  Governments urgently t o  adopt an impartial  approach t o  t h e  
question of Palestine and t o  assume their  proper ro l e  i n  restoring the  
l e g i t h a t e  r igh t s  of t h e  Palestinian people on the  basis of the recolaaendatione 
of t h e  United Nations Ccmnnittee on t h e  Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of 
t he  Palestinian People thereby promoting a peaceful solution t o  a p m b l m  
which had endangered internat ional  peace and security f o r  an e n t i r e  
generation. 

Convinced tha t  an impartial  consideration of t h e  question of Palestine 

Appeal t o  the  Governmental organizations and people of Western Europe 
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Appeal f o r  a Western European I n i t i a t i v e  i n  t h e  Near E a s t  

For 35 years  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  Pa les t in ian  people has been 
constantly de te r iora t ing :  h a l f  o f  t hese  people have been deprived of 
t h e i r  lands and are l i v i n g  i n  t h e  unacceptable condition of refugees; 
t h e  o the r  ha l f  are l i v i n g  under occupation and are t h e  victims of  
repress ion ,  as i s  shown by t h e  recent inc idents  i n  t h e  West Bank area. 

A defenceless people has been subjected t o  a v e r i t a b l e  martyrdom, 
i n  v i o l a t i o n  of a l l  t h e  rules of in t e rna t iona l  l a w  and a l l  t h e  reso lu t ions  
of t h e  United Nations s ince  1947. 

W e ,  Europeans of a l l  p o l i t i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  tendencies,  who are 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  Sixth United Nations Seminar on t h e  Question of  
Pa le s t ine  being he ld  i n  M a l t a ,  have t h e  duty t o  dec lare  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
imposed on t h e  Pa les t in ian  people i s  in to l e rab le  and t h a t  it i s  t i m e  f o r  
a j u s t  so lu t ion  t o  t h i s  problem t o  

Europe should demand t h a t  t h e  
aggressive and expansionist policy 
Arab and Pa les t in ian  t e r r i t o r i e s .  
of t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  retui-n should be 
Pa les t in ian  people should have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  self-determination within 

be found. 

S t a t e  of Israel pu t s  an end t o  i t s  
and withdraws from all t h e  occupied 
The exercise by t h e  Pa le s t in i an  refugees 
guaranteed. Like all o the r  peoples, t h e  
r i g h t  of exerc is ing  t h e i r  i na l i enab le  
a sovereign S t a t e  on the t e r r i t o r y  of 

t h e i r  fa ther land  and on t h e  s o i l  of t h e i r  ancestors.  

I n  addi t ion ,  t a l k s  towards t h e  achievement of a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  
Deace i n  t h e  Near E a s t  should be opened with t h e  pa r t i c ipa t ion  of a l l  t h e  
p a r t i e s  concerned, including t h e  Pa le s t ine  Liberation, which i s  t h e  s o l e  
and l eg i t ima te  representa t ive  of  t h e  Pa les t in ian  people. 

From Malta, we address 811 appeal t o  be parliamentarians,  p o l i t i c a l  
parties,  trade unions, organizations fo r  s o l i d a r i t y  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
of t h e  European Community t o  give t h e i r  support t o  an i n i t i a t i v e  which w i l l  
express t h e  desire of t h e  European peoples t o  see the  Pa les t in ian  people 
at last l i v i n g  i n  t h e i r  own homeland i n  peace, freedom and d igni ty .  

T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  which w i l l  include o f f i c i a l  recognition of t h e  
Pa les t ine  Liberation Organization as t h e  s o l e  representa t ive  of t h e  Pa le s t in i an  
people, should be based on t h e  United Nations reso lu t ions  i n  favour of 
recognition of t h e  ina l ienable  na t iona l  r i g h t s  of t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  as 
cons t i t u t ing  t h e  basis f o r  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  t h e  Near E a s t .  
Only t h i s  global peace w i l l  guarantee the  secu r i ty  of a l l  t h e  peoples and 
states of t he  region, and it remains t h e  e s s e n t i a l  condition f o r  s ecu r i ty  
throughout t h e  Mediterranean area. 

Accordingly, t h e  s igna to r i e s  i n v i t e  a l l  those  forces  t h a t  are concerned 
f o r  j u s t i c e  and peace t o  organize a European Conference t o  be held i n  
Athens i n  November 1982. 

Malta, 15 Apri l  1982 
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Signatories : 

T i J i l  DECLHIQ, Cbri8tian-Democrat Senator from Belgium 
Andrew FAULDS, Labour Member of Parliament from the  United Kingdom 
Luigi CFUUVELLI , Christian-Democrat Senator from I t a l y  
Leonidas KYRKOS, Communist Deputy from the  European Assembly (Greece) 
Jean-Yves LE DRIAN, Socia l i s t  Deputy from France 
Giancarlo PAJETTA, Communist Deputy from I t a l y  
Ernest ROSS, Labour Member of Parliament from the United Kingdam 
Charles SAINT-PROT, Chairman of t h e  Committee f o r  Peace i n  the  Near E a s t  (France) 
George VELLA, Labour Member of Parliament from Malta 
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2 .  STATEMENT BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR ALEX SCEBERRAS TRIGONA, 
FOREIGN MINISTER OF MALTA 

For the Government and people of Malta, the holding of this Seminar on 
the Island is as much an honour as it is a further step in the fulfilment of 
our commitment to the Palestinian cause. This commitment arises in the first 
place from our sympathy with the Palestinian people who for decades have been 
deprived of the basic right to live in freedom and peace on their own soil. 
The human tragedy of Palestine is the lasting shame of our era. 
uprooted from their homes, generations of Palestinian people have been 
victimized by the rabid extremism of bigotry and the unfeeling cruelty of 
political opportunism. In reaction against their oppression which has 
destroyed their homes, dispersed their families and shattered their 
aspirations, the Palestinian people have raised a bitter and impassioned 
struggle for their inalienable rights. 
for a homeland of their own, not just a piece of territory on which they are 
barely tolerated under the pretence of a false autonomy, but a sovereign 
state in its own right which will give them the opportunity to determine 
freely and without hindrahce their own lives and future. 

Arbitrarily 

The Palestinian people are struggling 

Malta supports this justified struggle. We wholeheartedly oppose those 
We do this as a peace-loving state forces which attempt to stand in its way. 

in the Mediterranean concerned at the ever-present threat to peace in the 
region and the world, residing in the festering problems of the Middle East 
and in particular the central issue of Palestine. 
from the spirit of solidarity with our Arab neighbours with whom we share 
close historical, cultural and economic ties and for whom the continuing 
tragedy of the Palestinian people is a daily and unbearable affront. 

Our commitment also arises 

The evolution of the question of Palestine is intertwined with the 
evolution of the United Nations. There is much more in this fact than a 
simple reflection of historical coincidence. It is rather a reflection of 
the reality that the issues which lie behind the tragedy of the Palestinian 
people go to the very heart oftheprinciples upon which the United Nations 
was founded: the respect for the dignity of peoples and the sovereignty of 
states and the pursuit of the peaceful intercourse among nations and peoples. 
In the light of the criticisms which biased minds have thought it fit to 
level at recent initiatives taken at the United Nations in support for the 
Palestinian people it is useful to recall that as far back as 1948, in its 
resolution 194(III), the United Nations was already asserting in no uncertain 
terms the basic right of the Palestinians to "return to their homes and live 
at peace with their neighbours", a right of which they were already deprived 
at that time and which was even more extensively eroded in subsequent years. 

Since the 1940s the Palestinian people have been struggling for their 
rights only to see them progressively eroded with each decade leaving them 
only the possibility of justifiably increasing their armed struggle and the 
annual conflicts which it brought about. 
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It is a dramatic token of the maturity and essentially peaceful 
objectives of the Palestinian people that after so many disappointments, 
after countless resolutions and initiatives by the United Nations had failed 
to resolve their problem, they were still prepared in 1975 to put their 
faith once again in yet another initiative by the world body. In that year, 
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
people was established. 
for peace in the Middle East, a strategy which would take into account the 
historical complexities, the political interests and the social realities 
which have transformed a peaceful region into a major international trouble 
spot for practically four decades. 

The task of the Committee was to elaborate a strategy 

The task set before the committee was indeed imense; the fears, the 
prejudices, the misconceptions which had accumulated around the original 
problem, itself an arduous and intractable one, were overwhelming. The 
goodwill and co-operation of the whole international community was essential 
to ensure at least a reasonable chance that the work of the committee would 
make an effective contribution to a peaceful resolution of the problem. 

The Palestinian people under the wise and able guidance of their sole 
legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization, engaged 
themselves wholeheartedly to work with the Committee in the pursuit of a 
peaceful solution. Many other nations did likewise. Malta joined in these 
endeavours, inspired by the sentiment that the collective and peaceful approach 
made possible through the deliberations of the Committee provided perhaps one 
last opportunity to avert a serious conflagration in the region. In spite of 
its extremely limited resources, the Maltese Government was more than happy to 
agree to the appointment of its Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
to serve as Rapporteur on the Committee. 
delicate and time consuming task, we felt we were making the best possible 
contribution to the process of peace and co-operation in our region. 

In assuming responsibility for this 

It is unfortunate that not all members of the United Nations adopted the 
same cooperative attitude. We were greatly distressed to see that some of our 
neighbours in Europe, whose regional and even national interests would have 
dictated otherwise, refused to join the collective and peaceful path chartered 
by the United Nations. Others went even further. At a time when the inter- 
national community was seeking a global and comprehensive solution to the 
whole cluster of issues in the Middle East, of which the Palestinian problem 
is manifestly the central one, they sought a partial solution based upon 
agreements which gave marginal and slight attention to the question of 
Palestine. 
Agreements was a result of the perception by the majority of nations of the 
essentially pernicious and retrograde impact that the Agreements would have 
on the process of peace in the region. 
at this point in time that these concerns were justified. 
initiated by Camp David, erratic even in terms of its limited and partial 
scope, has added to the seeds of trouble in the region as a whole and has 
enmeshed its protagonists even more inextricably in the vortex of conflict. 

The widespread international condemnation of the Camp David 

It is no consolation to have to state 
The process 



-14- 

In spite of these obstacles, the Committee has sought to play the role 
which was originally conceived for it. 
a set of constructive and realistic suggestions for the launching of the 
process of peace in the Middle East, suggestions which were intended to 
redress injustice, satisfy legitimate aspirations and allay realistic 
preoccupations through a series of carefully calculated steps leading to the 
final and indispensable solution, that of the establishment of a Palestinian 
state which, in peace and harmony with its neighbours, would provide the 
Palestinian people their inalienable right to a home of their own. It is to 
be stressed that at no point in its recommendations does the Committee question 
the right of any state in the region of the Middle East to exist, or to retain 
those rights and prerogativesbelongingto any member of the United Nations. 
m a t  the Committee does stress are the duties and obligations incumbent upon 
any state in fulfilment of its formal commitments as a member of the inter- 
national community. 

Within a few months it had prepared 

The United States of America, through the consistent use of its veto has, 

The path to peace and harmony has been blocked, deliberately 
since 1976, prevented the Security Council from acting on the recommendations 
of the Committee. 
and arbitrarily, time and again in defiance of overwhelming international 
opinion. 
still. The stalling of the process towards peace is in itself a step in the 
opposite direction. Lebanon 
is threatened by the ever-increasing ambitions of expansionist Zionism. The 
occupied territories are seething with turmoil. 
has reached outrageous proportions, with the unprovoked bombings on civilian 
targets and the illegal annexations of occupied territories and the city of 
Jerusalem. 

But the reality and tragedy of the Palestinian problem cannot stand 

We have seen tensions rise in the Middle East. 

Naked international aggression 

In the midst of this turbulence, the United Nations Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People has sought to 
fulfil one other role entrusted to it by the international community, namely 
to create an awareness of the real issues behind the Palestinian problem by 
promoting the open, intelligent and calm discussion of the issues involved. 
The holding of this Seminar in Malta inserts itself in the context of this 
activity. 
public opinion is certainly a slow and in some ways a tedious one. It is, 
however, an indispensable element in the strategy for the peaceful solution 
by the international community. 

The process of informing and, where necessary, reforming influential 

The Valleta Seminar assumes its particular significance in terms of the 
impact it can have on the evolution of European attitudes towards the 
Palestinian issue. For Malta this aspect is of major importance not only 
because we have long believed and preached the important role Europe can and 
should play in the Palestine question, but also because we feel that far- 
reaching European interests are at stake. 

The opportunity which is now provided for the careful and sober analysis 
of recent developments, the prodding into attitudes and assumptions which are 
increasingly being questioned, the examination of actions and initiatives which 
may be taken in the immediate future, is perhaps unique in terms both of the 
timing as well as the location of the Seminar. 
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Much more remains to be done. We are all conscious of the threshold 
which will be stepped over in two weeks time in Sinai and of the timeliness 
of new developments on the issue. It is my hope that the Seminar will play 
its role in the consolidation of progress already achieved and in the 
identification of new avenues for further action. 

We are proud to have you here in Malta and we assure you of our f u l l  
commitment to ensure the complete success of your work. 
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3. STATEMEWT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SIXTH UNITED NATIONS 
SEMINAR ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

On behalf of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People, I welcome you to the sixth United Nations 
Seminar on the Question of Palestine. 

This is the second in the series to be held in Europe, the first 
having been held in Vienna (Austria) in August 1980. 
you know, are a major element in the efforts made by the United Nations 
to alert world opinion to a matter of cardinal importance for world peace. 
Europe's role in moudling world opinion and creating history, both inside 
and outside the United Nations, is of such importance that I wish to express 
our deepest gratitude to the Maltese Government for giving its consent to 
the holding, today, of the second of our European seminars in this magnificent 
Mediterranean conference centre. The wonderful facilities placed at our 
disposal and the proverbial beauty of the setting should make our task that 
much more pleasant. 
Committee's deep thanks to our hard-working and tireless Rapporteur, 
Ambassador Gauci. Mr. Gauci's commitment to the Palestinian struggle for 
their inalienable rights, and his extensive knowledge of the Palestinian 
issue within the United Nations, have constantly facilitated the work of 
Committee members. 

These Seminars, as 

In this context, I should also like to express the 

In convening this second European seminar, we are continuing to make 
progress in the fulfilment of the mandate which the General Assembly conferred 
on us in resolution 36/120 B, adopted at its 93rd plenary meeting, on 
10 December 1981. We are in agreement in having found the previous regional 
seminars, held in Arusha, Vienna, Colombo, Havana and, most recently, New York 
very informative. The fervour with which the overwhelming majority of the 
Members of the United Nations voted to continue and increase the number of 
these seminars testifies to the value and importance attributed to them. 

The New York seminar, which was held at United Nations Headquarters 
from 15 to 19 March 1982, a l s o  dealt with the subject of "the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people". 
people is enabled to enjoy these inalienable rights will be the final 
yardstick of the success of all the efforts by the Organization to resolve 
the Palestinian issue. Our aim in meeting today, in order to conduct an 
exchange of ideas and opinions on the most effective means of redressing 
the wrongs done to the Palestinians so that they may plan their rightful 
role in the concert of nations, is to move towards that supreme goal. 

The extent to which the Palestinian 

The question of Palestine has occupied the United Nations since the 
Organization's foundation. Then, as now, it was of extreme importance for 
the political stability of the Middle East and the rest of the world. No 
other issue has remained on the United Nations agenda so long. 
last 33 years, to go no further than that, the Organization has adopted 
more than 300 resolutions on the situation in the Middle East, to which the 
Palestinian issue is central. 
of the activities to which we shall be devoting ourselves for the next few 
days. 

Over the 

This figure alone clearly shows the importance 
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The intensification of the conflict in the Middle East over the last 
30 years has made life intolerable for the population of the region, and 
this has placed the interests and peace of the entire community of nations 
under a grave threat. I am therefore sure that, like me, you will feel 
that lasting peace cannot be established in the Middle East until the 
question of Palestine has been equitably settled. 

The explosive situation resulting from the conflict in the Middle 
East makes it incumbent on us all to inform the public about the course of 
events that has created the difficult circumstances in which we find 
ourselves today, and to present the true nature of the facts to the 
international community in such a way that it will be better placed to 
prescribe suitable solutions. Allow me, in that connexion, to try your 
patience a little by going over the list of measures that the United 
Nations has taken to alleviate and avert tremendous, lamentable suffering 
among the Palestinians, who are still borne down by Israel's military 
domination and expansionist policies. 

In its first major effort to deal with the question, in 1947, the 
General Assembly adopted resolution 181 (111, which acknowledged the right 
of the Palestinian Arabs to set up an independent State next to a Jewish 
State. It should also be recalled that the Plan of Partition contained in 
addition a series of provisions relating to human rights and fundamental 
freedoms which the proposed States were legally bound to observe. 
the situation has so developed that the resolution has been effectively 
implemented only in part. Only one, Jewish, State has seen the light of 
day. Subsequent events have not, you will note, invalidated resolution 
181 (11) or diminished the validity of resolution 194 (111) which the 
General Assembly adopted in 1948, resolving that Palestinians wishing to 
return to their homes and live at peace vith their neighbours should be 
permitted to do so at the earliest practicable date. The spirit and the 
letter of these crucial resolutions are still valid. 

Yet 

Even so, a number of obstacles hindered the proper implementation of 
the two resolutions at the time of their adoption. New obstacles have 
arisen since then, which have only multiplied the serious difficulties 
confronting the Palestinians today. 
cite in this connexion are the way the Palestinians have been forced to 
scatter into neighbouring States; 
occupied the entire region in which General Assembly resolution 181 (11) 
stipulated that the Palestinians were entitled to create their national 
home; and the persistent tension - not to say the actual state of war - 
existing between the State of Israel and the neighbouring Arab countries. 

Notable among the examples one could 

the fact that since 1967 Israel has 

It goes without saying that none of these factors favoured the 
legitimate expression of the Palestinians' right to self-determination. 
Additionally, for many years the international community tended to consider 
only the humanitarian aspects of the Palestinian question, while ignoring 
its political dimension. 
it, and whatever its importance in regard to the pitiable situation of the 
refugees, this approach would clearly never have allowed the Palestinians 
to assert their legitimate rights as a people, as many other peoples affirmed 
their right to nationhood during a period of decolonization which has led 
to the well-known increase in the membership of the United Nations. 

However laudable the compassion that motivated 
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The 1970s marked a decisive turning point in this regard; after 
27 years, the Organization once again began to look at the question of 
Palestine in a political light. In adopting resolution 3236 (XXIX) in 
1974, the General Assembly recalled that resolutions 181 (11) and 194 (111) 
should be acted upon. 
return were thus reaffirmed by the international community. 
nevertheless feared that the recommendations would not be followed up, so 
the Assembly took further measures. The Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People was established in 1975. 
Pursuant to its mandate, the Committee has adopted recommendations designed 
to facilitate the exercise of the rights set forth in resolution 3236 (XXIX) ,  
The aim of these recommendations is to: 

The Palestinians' national rights and right of 
It was 

(i) Facilitate the exercise of the acknowledged rights of the Palestinian 
people and endorse the role of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
as the sole representative of the Palestinian people; 

(ii) Promote a peaceful solution satisfying all the States and peoples of 
the Middle East; 

(iii) Take advantage of all the opportunities afforded by the United Nations 
for promoting peace and safeguarding security in overseeing the 
changes recommended: and 

(iv) Ensure strict respect for the provisions of international law and 
the relevant United Nations resolutions. 

The General Assembly has reiterated these recommendations of the 
Committee at every session it has held since their original submission in 
1976; you will note, however, that despite the moral and legal authority 
they command, their implementation has always been blocked, the Security 
Council being unable to take any decision on the question owing to a veto 
by one of its permanent members. 

Discouraging as this may be, the obstacle posed by a veto in the 
Security Council has not prevented the Committee from remaining firmly 
convinced that its recommendations are a firm foundation for a fair and 
lasting solution to the Middle East problem. 
an emergency special session of the General Assembly was convened in 
July 1980, 
majority the right of the Palestinian people to set up an independent 
State and exercise its inalienable rights. 

At its request, therefore, 

At that time the General Assembly endorsed by a very large 

The voting in this regard on that occasion is of particular interest, 
showing a substantial change in the attitude of several Western European 
States. One could say that the improvement in the methods used to report 
on the situation and disseminate information on the question of Palestine 
was largely responsible for this development. 
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It was to remedy the lack of objective information that the Special 
Unit on Palestinian Rights was set up within the Secretariat in 1978. 
Special Unit, which works in consultation with and under the guidance of 
the Committee, has since that time been involved in preparing and 
disseminating studies on the question of Palestine seeking to promote a 
better understanding of the problem. 
have likewise familiarised the public with the question. 
study group on public opinion has been set up at each of the regional 
seminars held to date reveals, moreover, the importance that the Committee 
attaches to the question of information over-all. 

The 

The seminars which it has organized 
The fact that a 

These undertakings by the Special Unit have borne fruit. We welcome 
the change of opinion as regards Palestine which has occurred over the last 
two years. Besides such major international organizations as the non-aligned 
movement, OAU and the Organization of the Islamic Conference, which have 
always understood the real nature of the Palestine question, the States of 
Western Europe have more recently, as I mentioned a moment ago, shown a 
better understanding of the aspirations of the Palestinian people and a 
certain willingness to take bold and original initiatives to solve the 
problem. I am thinking, of course, of the declaration drawn up in Venice 
by the Council of Europe, which tallies on many points with the Committee's 
recommendations, and with a number of the relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly. 

Even now, while we are gathered here today to consider the Middle 
East question, developments in the region are continuing to exacerbate 
tension. As recently as 23 March, The New York Times was reporting on 
the senseless violance meted out to Arab students protesting against the 
dissolution of the properly elected El-Bireh municipal council and the 
illegal dismissal of its mayor, Ibrahh Tawil, by the Israeli Ministry of 
Defence. 
had been hit by shots fired by the Israeli army since 6 March. 
opposition to the violent methods employed by the Israeli Minister of 
Defence, Ariel Sharon, is so widespread in Israel itself that the 
Jerusalem Post felt it necessary to comment on the situation like this: 

It emerged from an article on the subject that at least 18 Arabs 
The 

"Common sense makes it impossible to believe that the army's 
punitive measures will help to make the Palestinians accept the idea of 
autonomy. 'I 

The newspaper Ha'aretz notes that: 

"The Government has decided to go on administering the territories 
as though they had already been annexed." 

You will recall, moreover, that these Israeli measures are not without 
precedent. 
1949 Geneva Convention by establishing new settlements in the illegally 
occupied territories. The Israeli authorities have dismissed the mayors 
o f  Hebron and Halhoul and the Hebron magistrate. Also among the illegal 
acts which Israel has recently committee are the annexation of Jerusalem 
and the attack against the Iraqi nuclear power station. 

Israel has persisted in violating the provisions of the fourth 
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You will also remember that the Security Council declared Israel's 
annexation of the occupied Syrian territory in the Golan Heights "null and 
void and without international legal effect" in resolution 497 of 
17 December 1981. 
the Security Council sought to take new steps on 20 January last, but was 
obstructed by the negative vote of a permanent member. 
the draft resolution proposed, the Council would have decided that all 
Member States should consider applying concrete and effective measures in 
order to nullify the Israeli decision to annex the Syrian Golan Heights. 

As Israel did not comply with resolution 497 (1981), 

Under the terms of 

Although the Security Council was unable to take any decision, an 
emergency special session of the General Assembly was convened thereafter 
to consider the steps taken by Israel. On 5 February the General Assembly, 
by 86 votes to 21, adopted a sweeping resolution condemning the annexation 
of the Golan Heights, recommending sanctions and urging States once again 
to isolate Israel because of its aggressive acts. 

Even so, the nub of the Middle East problem remains the question of 
Palestine and we all still feel that the odds are very much against a 
settlement. 
seminar are undubitably of very great importance: the General Assembly 
has solemnly entrusted us with helping to ensure that the rights of the 
Palestinians are respected. 
spirit and letter enjoins not only its signatories but also all those who 
are gathered together here to work without respite for the attainment of 
this noble objective. 

The task of the Committee and, hence, the work of this 

The Charter of the United Nations in both 

The Committee is convinced that this seminar will help to create a 
better understanding of the circumstances surrounding the question of 
Palestine. It a l s o  expects our deliberations to stimulate an awareness 
of the facts that will enable us to assure the Palestinians that one day 
they will be able to exercise their civil and political rights on their 
own soil. 

On behalf of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People, I wish to express my thanks to a l l  those who 
have devoted their time and effort to preparing the documents which will 
undoubtedly contribute to the success of this seminar. 
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4 .  MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY MR YASSER ARAFAT, CHAIRMAN OF TEIE 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 

Brothers, Chairman of the Committee, esteemed participants and 
observers: Revolutionary Greetings, 

On the occassion of the convening of the 6th Seminar on the 
Lnalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, it gives me great 
pleasure to send you in the name of my brothers, members of 
the executive committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
and in my own name, sincerest greetings and profound gratitude, 
I would like on this occassion to convey to you the interest in, 
al?d zppreciation of, our militant Palestinian people in the works 
of your previous seminars as well as the present one, 
of the important contribution such seminars make, the subjugation 
of our Palestinian people, especially those who suffure torture 
in the prisons, jails and interrogation cells, is more bearable. 

Parliament and people of Malta for hosting this Seminar. The 
Republic of Malta has consistently supported the just struggle of 
our  Palestinian people and the Palestinian people greatly apprec- 
iates this position of principle. 

Because 

I wish to extend my greetings and appreciation to the President, 

The policy of the Zionist entity continues to violate the 
legitimate and just rights of the Palestinian people to enjoy a 
decent life as defined by the United Nations for all people. 
Moreover, the enemy's various forms of violations ai'e escalating: 
From the arbitrary of the holy places, to the destruction of 
the historic character of the land, to the confiscation of land, 
to the demolitions of houses, to the declarations of annexation 
of whole areas like the City of Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, 
to its attempts to impose civil administration and l'self-rule" 
in a futile attempt to crush the will of the Palestinian people. 
All this to deepen and consolidate the occupation of our land. 
Our people express, in their continous up-rising which has 
escalated in response to the latest repressive, fascist methods 
used by the Zionists, its resistance to the occupation. The 
whole world sees and hears how the Israeli occupation army and 
the Israeli settlers open fire on our unarmed wonen, children, 
youths and aged people who have demonstrated in protest against 
the dismissal of our elected mayors and the dissolution of the 
elected municipal councils as well as against the increasing 
measures of repression and the continued occupation. 

The Israeli aggressors give themselves the right to shoot 
at our unarmed people and who stubbornly and arrogantly refuse 
to heed the opinion of the international community and refuse 
to comply with the resolutions of the international organizatii>ns, 
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Moreover, our people face the monstruous, barbaric aggression 
carried out daily by the Zionist enemy against the two brotherly 
Palestinian and Lebanese peoples -- carried out with the unlimited 
support and approval of the US administration which supplies it 
with the most modern weaponry produced by the US war machine which 
finds a testing ground on the soil of South Lebanon, 
istration provides the enemy with all types of support including 
political and diplomatic, technological and military, economic, 
financial and commercial. This assistance bolsters the Israeli's 
arrogance, aggression, instransigence and expansion. Defying all 
UN resolutions and international conventions and violating all 
standards of international law. 

This admin- 

We look up to the important role which your seminar can 
and will play in revealing these facts vis a vis the waves of 
deception spread by international Zionism in its attempt to 
describe the freedom fighters as terrorists. The real terror- 
ists, the ones who commit crimes, who daily commit aggression 
against the rights of the Palestinian people, who engage in 
organized state terrorism and international terrorism, pretend 
to be a civilized state protesting terrorism. 

We, in the PLO reassure you that the barbaric acts t o  which 
we are subjected inside and out of our occupied Palestinian 
homeland will not deter us from abiding by the highest standards 
of conduct, the principles of, and faithfulness t o ,  the Charter 
of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. From here, we reaffirm our unswerving resolution and 
unbreakable will to carry on our just and legitimate struggle 
with all means, diplomatic, political and military, t o  regain 
our inalienable rights including the right to return, the right 
to return, the right to self-determination, and the right to 
establish an independant Palestinian state on the soil of the 
Palestinian National Homeland, 

I wish you all success and progress in the works of your 
esteemed seminar. 

Revolution until Victory. 
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5 .  MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY, MR, CHEDLI AL-KOLAIBY 
SECRETARY-G- OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 

His Excellency, Mr. Chedli U-Kolaiby, the Secretary-General of the 
League of Arab States, has asked me to convey to the friendly Republic of 
Malta, its President, Government and people, his sincerest thanks and 
profound appreciation for convening this Seminar in the capital of Malta. 
This initiative, at this time when the Zionist aggression is intensifying 
against the Palestinian people, has a profound and extensive significance 
which we will continuously remember with gratitude. 
friendly Republic of Malta have always been with the just struggle of the 
Palestinian Arab people. 
Malta is a militant, freedom and peace loving people. 
Malta is the gateway to the African flank of the Arab Nations. It had 
and still has the best of relations with the Arab Nation. 
General wishes the people and Government of Malta continuous progress, 
success and prosperity so that Malta will always raise the banner of 
righteousness, goodness, justice and peace. 

The stances of the 

This is not strange since the heroic people of 
The Island of 

The Secretary- 

Mr. Chairman, His Excellency, the Secretary-General has asked me to 
convey to you personally and to the members of this esteemed Committee his 
profound appreciation and gratitude as well as his deepest thanks and 
respect for all the time, effort and patience you have spent and continue 
to spend for the realization of righteousness and for unmasking the 
suppression and evil of the Zionist enemy, and for raising the principle 
of justice and well being for mankind. 

While reiterating his thanks, the Secretary-General of the League of 
Arab States wishes your Committee continued progress in its work so that its 
work will be a historic and just record and a reference source for those 
who want to search for the just Palestinian cause. 

May God be with you and may He bless those with a living conscience 
like yourselves. Peace be upon you. 
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6 .  PAPERS PRESENTED AT THE SEMINAR 
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THE II?&IWABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTIXIAN PEOPLE 

Andrew Faulds 

I congratulate the General Aasembly of the United Nations for approv- 
ing this initiative, motivated, as it is, by the noble ideal of advancing 
the cause of peace in the Middle East. 

The Palestine conflict, and the tragedy and misery which it has 
inflicted on the Palestinian people, is without doubt the result of 
international actions which have sought to deprive the Palestinian people 
of their rights in their homeland. 
problem which Will be solved only when the international community acts 
together to ensure that the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 
are respected and enforced. 

And equally without doubt, it is a 

It is fashionable in the West todqy to denigrate the United Nations, 
and in particular the General Aasembl7: to argue, as certain western 
politicians and conmentators do, that the General Assembly, and thereby 
the United Rations as a whale, is a body composed largely of delinquent 
regimes whose prime purpose is to undermine the supposedly 'civilised' 
standards of the West, and especially of the United States of America. 
I do not wish to divert front the sub3ect of this paper, but any examination 
of the 'inalienable rights of the Palestinian people' must create questions 
which are critical not of the General A8sanbI.y but of those Western powers 
which ham displayed contempt for the efforts of the Assembly to secure 
a .just rebation to the Palestins question, and which b y e  pursued wliciea 
W e d  on p0litical expediency and the self-interest of political leaders, 
rather than morali.fry and justice. 

The Palestine question has been a recurring rrubJeet of debate and 
discussion in the General Assembly and in its camittees since the foundation 
of the United Nations more than three and half decades sgo. 
a consensus has emerged to provide a clear and unequittocal definition of 
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. 

In that t i m e  

The Riuht of R e t u r n  

in Palestine in 1948, 750,000 Palestinian Arabs had been driven from their 
When the Zionists declared the e8t8blishment of the State of Israel 

homes and property to face a life as r-ees and exiles. 
clear to the United Nations that this massive dispossession of Palestinians 
could only contribute to tensions and conflict in the region. 
11 Deceaber 1948 the General Asscarbly declared in resolution 194 (111) that 
it: 

It was immediately 

As early as 
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'Resolves that  the re-ees wishing t o  return t o  their 
homes and l ive  at peace with t h e i r  neighbours should be 
permitted t o  do so a t  the earliest practicable date, and 
t h a t  compensation should be paid for t he  property of 
those chasing not t o  return and for loss of or damage t o  
property which, under principles of international l a w  or 
in equity, should be made good by the Governments or 
authorities responsible.' 

The following year, on 11 May 1949, Israel waa admitted t o  the U n i t e d  
Nations. 
rec-endatioa YBS, i n  part, conditional on Israel's tarpact far rerolution 
194, and the  right of the dispossessed Palestinians t o  return t o  their 
homes and property. 

The Zionist state's admission t o  the UN waa unique i n  that the 

Since 1948, resolution 194 has been recalled annually by the General 
Assembly, but it has never been implemented. 

Recent criticism of t he  Wnited Ifations voiced by certain Western' 
politicians and media gives the intpresrion that on issues such am thq 
Palestine question, the United Nations General Assembly's resolutions u a  
t h e  result of a Third Warld and Canmunist bloc lobby, and that the resolutions 
do not reflect Western values and opinions. Rot only must I r9flate 'thir 
assertion, but the voting record of the  Western ncrtions in the Amrembly doer, 
itself, make clear that t h i s  is not the  cme, certainly on th i s  impart-t 
principle of the right of the  Palestinian people t o  return t o  their w- 
land. 
t o  take action i n  accord with the principles expressed by the i r  voter 8t 
t he  United Nations. 

If anything is i n  dispute it is the  readiness of certain povrrr 

For example, on 7 December 1973, the General Assembly &&ed rerolutioa 
3089, which stated that the Assembly: 

Notes with regret t h a t  the repatriation or compensation 
of refugees as provided for i n  paragraph I1 of Genera3 
Assembly reaolution 194 (111) has not been effected, 
that no substantial progresa ha8 been made i n  the 
programme endorsed by the General Assembly in m p h  
2 of resolution 513 ( V I )  of 26 January 1952 for the  
reintegration of refugees either by repatriation or 
resettlement and t h a t ,  therefore, the situation of the 
ref~qees continues t o  be a matter of serious concern. 

For the record, that resolution van endorsed by almost all mem8era 
of t he  General Assembly. 
United States and all European countries; none voted d n s t :  3 abrtrin.6 
(Israel ,  the  Bahamas and the Central Af'rican Republic). 

121 states voted i n  favour, inClUding the  
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The Right of Self-Determination 

Although the right of t he  Palestinian people t o  return t o  t h e i r  
hame8 and properties inrm which they had been expelled, first i n  
1948 and later sgain i n  1967 (added t o  which we must include those vho 
have been a rb i t r a r i l y  expelled by the Zionist forces throughout t he  
periods between the W o r  vars) ,  was recognised as ear ly  i n  1948, other 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people have been subsequently 
defined by the General Assembly. 

The 1967 war,  i n  which Arab t e r r i t o r y  on the West Bank, the Gsza Str ip ,  
i n  Sinai and the Colan Heights f e l l  under Israeli m i l i t a r y  occupation, 
provided a period of reassessing the Palestine question and the  principles 
on which a solution t o  the confl ic t  should be secured. 

In 1969 the most important development i n  t he  def ini t ion of Palestinian 
rights came i n  resolution 2535 B of 10 December 1969, adopted by the General 
huanbly t o  extend the  mandate of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (=A). 
Palestinian Arab refugees: 

The General Assembly affirmed that the  problem of the  

:has arisen fkcm the denial  of t h e i r  inalienable rights 
t o  s c l f - d e t e d n a t i o n  under the Charter of the United 
Rations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.' 

The resolution said that  the General Assembly, 

Desirom of giving effect t o  i t s  resolutions fo r  
relieving the plight of displaced persons and the 
refugees, 
1. Reaffirms the inalienable rights of the people of Palestine. 

The recorded trate on t h i s  occasion was 48 states i n  favour, 22 sgainat 
(including the United States and Israel) and 47 abstentions. 

The following year the General Assembly stated wen m o r e  unequivocally 
its Vim on Palestinian self-determination. Reschtion 2672 ( C )  stated 
that the Assembly: 

1. 
t o  equal r igh ts  and self-determination, i n  accordance with 
t he  Charter of the United Nations; 

Recognises tha t  the people of Palestine are en t i t l ed  

2. Declares that ful l  respect fo r  the inalienable rights 
of the people of Palestine is an indispensible element i n  
the establishment of a Just  and lasting peace i n  the  
Middle East. 
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The shift in international opinion on this matter over the years 
is shown by a comparison of the voting figures on Section C of resolution 
2672 in 1970 (47 in favour, 22 against, and 50 abstentions) with those 
recorded in the 1973 vote on Section D of resolution 3089 (87 in favour, 
6 against - Barbados, Israel, Costa Rica, USA, Bolivia and Nicaragua, 
and 33 abstentions). 

This 1973 resolution stated, in Section D, that the General Assembly: 

1. Exp resses once more its grave concern that the people 
of Palestine has been deprived by Israel from enjoying its 
inalienable rights and from exercising its inalienable right 
to self-determination; 

2. Declares that full respect for and realisation of the 
inalienable rights of the people of Palestine, particularly 
its right to self-determination, are indispensable for the 
establishment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East, 
and that the enjoyment by the Palestine Arab ref'ugees of their 
right to return to their homes and property, recognised by the 
General Assembly in resolution 194 (111) of 11 December 1948, 
which has been repeatedly reaffirmed by the General Assembly 
since that date, is indispensable for the achievement of a dust 
settlement of the refusee problem and the exercise by the people 
of Palestine of its right to self-determination. 

Here the General Assembly makes clear its linkage between the right 
of the Palestinians to self-determination and their right to return to 
Palestine. 
the Palestine question which make some recognition of the Palestinian 
peoples right to self-determination are framed within the limitations 
of self-determation for those Palestinians who have remained in Palestine 
under Israeli military occupation; no account is made in thise schemes 
for the return of the Palestinian ref'wees. 

This is important, because too often plans aimed at resolving 

Since the 1973 vote on resolution 3089 there have been further 
refinements of the General Assembly's definition of the 'inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people'. 
Assembly's resolution 3236 declared these to be: 

In particular, in Bovaber 1974, the 

"the right to self-determination without external interference", 

and 

"the right to national independence and sovereignty". 

Here we can see clearly a conflict between the view of the 
international community, expressed through the General Assembly, and those 
who propose such forms of limited autonomy for the Palestinian people as 
those outlined in the Camp David accords. Resolution 3236 also restated 
the Palestinians' inalienable right 'to return to their homes and property 
f r o m  which they have been displaced and uprooted', and referred to the 
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Palestinians as a 'principal party' in the establishment of a just peace, 
describine: the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) as 'the represent- 
ative of the Palestinian people'. 

By 1980, when the General Assembly convened in special session, further 
refinements of the international community's view of the Palestinian people's 
rights to self-determination were expressed in resolution ES-7/2. 
declared explicitly that the Palestinian people have the 'rinht to establish 
its own indebendent sovereiqn state', and stipulated 'the riRht of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation, the representative of the Palestinian 
people, to prticipate on an equal footing in all efforts, deliberations 
and conferences on the question of Palestine and the situation in the 
Middle East'. 

This 

It further linked the 'attainment of the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people' with the territories seized by Israeli military forces 
in the 1967 w a r .  
lasting Middle East peace could not be established, 

Resolution ES-7/2 stated that a comprehensive, just and 

"without the the withdrawal of Israel from all the occupied 
Palestinian and other territories, including Jerusalem, 
and without the achievement of a just solution of the Droblem 
of Palestine on the basis of the attainment of the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people in Palestine." 

This resolution sets the international community not only in harmony with 
the current proposals for a Palestinian state put forward by the PLO, but 
in conflict with the declarations of the Zionist establishment under 
Mcnachh Begin to the effect that Israel w i l l  not withdraw from the 1967 
occupied territories on the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and that if a 
Palestinian state is to be established it should be elsewhere than in 
Palestine, such as the current emphasis of Israeli policy statements that 
Jordan should become the Palestinian state. 

Resolution ES-7/2 states quite unequivocally the riRhts of the Palestinian 
people. Paragraph 3: 

reaffirms the inalienable right of the Palestinians to return 
to their homes and Droperty in Palestine, f rom which thev have 
been displaced or uprooted and calls for their return;" 

" 

Paragrah 4: 

"reaffirms a l s o  the inalienable rights in Palestine of the 
Palestinian people, including: 

(a) 
and to national independence and sovereignty; 

(b) 

The right to self-determination without external interference 

The right to establish its own independent sovereign state. 
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Resolution ES-7/2 was adoDted in the General Assembly by 112 in 
favour, 7 against, and 24 abstentions. 

Before I conclude, let me state one Further right of the Palestinian 
people, recognised by the General Assembly of the United Nations which 
is worthy of mention. 

krb that, my friends is the right to resist, 

which specifically referred to Palestine and South Africa, and affirmed: 
On 30 llovember 1970, the General Assembly adopted rerolufion 2649, 

"The legitimacy of the struggle of peoples under colonial and 
alien domination recognised as being entitled to the right to 
8elf-detennination to restore to themselves that right by any 
means at their dismsal." 

This vas again affinned by 76 votes to 10, with 33 abstentions in resolution 
2787 on 6 December 1971, and moreover, in 1974, 89 states supported resolution 
3236 which 'appeals to a 3 l  states and international organisations to extend 
their support to the Palestinian people in its struggle to restore its ri&ts.' 

In conclusion, 

recognition by the international community of the f o l l d n g  rights of the 
Palestinian people: 

An examination of General Assembly resolutions, therefore, shows 

1. 
or to compensation: 

The inalienable right to return to their hames and property, 

2. 
interference: 

The inalienable riRht to self-determination without external 

3. 

4. 

The inalienable right to national independence and sovereignty; 

The right to restore their rights by any means at their disposal. 

h& friends, have we done enough, are we doing enough, particularly in 
Europe, to resbbre those fundamental rights to the Palestinians? 
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THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND THE TERRITORIAL QUESTION 

Luigi Granelli 

The state of tension which persists in the Middle East is a 
confirmation that the recognition of the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people is one of the basic conditions for a lasting peace 
in the region. The United Nations reaffirms this position in all its 
policy statements on the subject. 
itself endorsed this position of principle. 
June 1980 clearly states that "the Palestinian people, which is conscious 
of existing as such must be placed in a position by an appropriate process 
defined within the framework of the comprehensive settlement to exercise 
fully its right to self-determination". 
of a people to self-determination carried with it the right to establish 
a national authority, with f u l l  sovereignty, as an expression of an 
independent state. 

The European Economic Community has 
The Venice Declaration of 

There is no doubt that the right 

The controversial definition of the concept of "Palestinian autonomy" 
arises in a significantly different context, in the framework of the complex 
Camp David Agreements negotiated between Israel and Egypt. 
given by Israel is in fact particularly restrictive. 
the limited autonomy accorded by a State in the full exercise of its 
sovereignty to ethnic minorities. Successive Israeli Governments, since 
1967, have in one way or another rigidly stuck to the judgement of their 
Supreme Court which asserted that "Israel is the State for all Jewish 
people wherever they are" and this by virtue of "their historic right to 
the whole of Palestine". 
difficult to apply a flexible definition to the concept of autonomy in the 
Palestinian context. 

The interpretation 
It does not go beyond 

On the basis of this assumption it is rather 

The authoritative Jerusalem Post in a recent article dealing with the 
question of Palestinian autonomy in Gaza and Transjordan points out that 
this also implies the right to decide "under which sovereignty one chooses, 
or perhaps even refuses, to live". 
ty-pe of debate directed towards Israel or Jordan is in itself a justification 
for a Palestinian State. 
autonomy is traditionally granted to minorities peacefully integrated in 
a nation state. Self-determination is the more logical, and appropriate 
status for a people which is in the majority and which is demanding its 
national rights. United Nations resolution 3236 recognizes these rights 
for the Palestinian people. It is natural that these rights are interpreted 
as entailing the establishment of an independent, sovereign state, with its 
own territory defined within secure boundaries, and abiding by international 
obligations in its relationship with other states. 

But the article concludes that this 

One could add that in practice the legal status of 



-32- 

1. Israeli annexation policy in the occupied territories 

The ultimate objective of a "single, secular and democratic Palestinian 
state" based on the historic right of the Palestinian people over all of 
Palestine was discarded by the Palestine Liberation Movement in 1974 and 
precisely in the context of resolution 3236. Perhaps this objective was 
simply postponed indefinitely until it could be achieved through peaceful 
measures. At that point, however, it became possible to envisage the 
safeguarding of Palestinian national rights through the creation of an 
independent state in the territories occupied by Israel in 1967. 
state, in conformity with the United Nations Charter, and in respect of 
prevailing realities, would recognize the sovereignty, independence and 
territorial integrity of all states in the region on the basis of a peaceful 
coexistence within secure and recognized boundaries. 

Such a 

In this manner even the delicate issue of the recognition of the 
State of Israel would be resolved in the context of mutual acceptance of 
internationally guaranteed agreements incorporating a globally negotiated 
peace settlement. These principles are explicitly stated in a draft 
resolution tabled in the Security Council in January 1976 by a group of 
non-aligned countries. Unfortunately, the United States veto precluded 
the adoption of this resolution, even though the PLO was prepared t o  abide 
by it. Subsequently, however, significant developments have taken place. 
In spite of many problems, the PLO has maintained the realistic position 
it adopted at that time. The European Economic Community, especially 
following the Camp David Accords, has progressively adopted a constmictive 
attitude regarding the need to recognize the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people (which include self-determination) , the need to provide 
international guarantees for the security of all the states in the region, 
and the need to involve the PLO in a comprehensive peace negotiation. 
Prince Fahd's plan, supported by Saudi Arabia, moves even more explicitly 
in the same direction and significantly enhances the possibility of a 
dialogue among interested parties. 

Political difficulties remain. Uncertainties surround the Camp David 
process, especially if the parties concerned, primarily the United States, 
fail to move from the stage of separate, and shaky, accords to a more 
comprehensive stage which can link with the initiatives being launched by 
the EEC and by the majority of Arab States. Israel's refusal to recognize 
the national rights of the Palestinian people, and the role of the PLO in 
a comprehensive negotiation, constitutes a major obstacle. Even more 
complex are the difficulties which may be foreshadowed on the territorial 
question, a question which is the key to any political settlement and to a 
lasting and just peace, but which is increasingly assuming a disturbing 
aspect. 

In its Venice Declaration, the European Economic Community urged 
Israel to terminate "the territorial occupation which it has maintained 
since the 1967 conflict, as it has done for part of Sinai". 
innumerable United Nations resolutions, the EEC a l s o  deplored the "Israeli 
settlements" which constitute a grave obstacle to the peace process in the 
Middle East. It warned that "changes relating to human settlements and to 

Echoing 
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land ownership i n  the  occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s "  a re  i l l e g a l  under 
internat ional  l a w .  
a c t s  aimed at changing the s ta tus  of Jerusalem. 

Equally s ignif icant  i s  the reject ion of un i l a t e ra l  

But since June 1980 the  s i tua t ion  has worsened i n  a l l  respects i n  
t h e  l i g h t  of t he  annexation policy pursued by Israel and which threatens 
t o  frustrate any attempt towards a comprehensive peace settlement. 
increasingly evident t ha t  Prime Minister Begin i n  defiance of a l l  in te r -  
national norms is  seeking t o  entrench Israeli presence in  a l l  t h e  other  
Arab occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  par t ly  perhaps i n  order t o  make up for  t he  
controversial  handing over of Sinai t o  Fgypt but a l so  t o  preclude the  
poss ib i l i ty  of any negotiations which take as t h e i r  basis  t h e  creation 
of a Palestinian state i n  accordance w i t h  the  United Nations Charter. 
Any action leading t o  t h e  annexation of occupied Arab lands i s  condemned 
and rejected by the  internat ional  community because it f lou t s  a l l  pr inciples  
of internat ional  l a w  and because it i s  the  source of incalculable p o l i t i c a l  
consequences. Such w a s  the  case i n  connexion w i t h  t he  decision taken i n  
July 1980 t o  es tab l i sh  Jerusalem as the  ind iv is ib le  and e te rna l  cap i t a l  of 
the  S ta t e  of Israel, and with the  a rb i t r a ry  annexation of t h e  Golan Heights 
i n  December 1981 when the  Polish c r i s i s  w a s  a t  i ts  height. Such is t h e  
case at the  present t i m e  with the  measures being taken on the  L e f t  Bank 
and Gaza where t e r r i t o r y  and peoples are being brought under d i r ec t  
Israeli control on the  basis  of a un i l a t e ra l  proposal f o r  l oca l  autonomy. 

It i s  

2. There i s  no autonomy without the  creation of a Palestinian S ta t e  

The sequence of events rules out t h e  poss ib i l i ty  of a coincidence. 
The separate ac t s  of annexation of occupied Arab lands, i n  defiance of 
t h e  resolutions of the  Security Council, the  counsels of t h e  EEC and the  
protests  of Arab countries const i tute  a del iberate  s t ra tegy t o  force the  
hands of the  United S ta tes  i n  acquiscing t o  a l imited interpretat ion of 
t he  Camp David accords by accepting a separate peace settlement. The 
return of Sinai t o  Egypt i n  April t h i s  year i s  f o r  Begin the  maximum 
concession possible with regards to the issue of t e r r i t o r i e s  occupied 
since 1967. 

The difficult ies being encountered between Israel and Egypt  i n  the  
negotiations on all other issues ranging from Palestinian autonomy t o  t h e  
s t a tus  of Jerusalem are intended t o  multiply u n t i l  they reach deadlock. 
It i s  inconceivable t h a t  E&yptian Wesident Mubarak, who is  understandably 
pat ient  u n t i l  Sinai is i n  h i s  hands, could accept a separate peace 
settlement, l imited even beyond the Camp David commitments, i n  the  face 
of mounting Arab opposition, not least from among the  moderates, and i n  
the l i g h t  of a deter iorat ing Palestinian c r i s i s .  
of Egy-pt would s ignal  t h e  collapse of t h e  Camp David process. 
Reagan himself  who has already reacted sharply t o  Israel's un i l a t e ra l  and 
i l legal ac t s ,  may be forced t o  reassess h i s  whole Middle E a s t  policy i n  
order t o  safeguard the  ten ta t ive  understanding which has already been 
established between the  United States and Saudi Arabia. 

The eventual disengagement 
President 
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The policy of annexation not only violates international law, a 
point which Washington accepts, but is also significantly changing the 
existing situation and jeopardizing possible future solutions based on a 
negotiated settlement. 
of the Arab League, for pressure by the international community on the 
Israeli Government aimed at urging it "to cease with its aggression on 
the Left Bank which threatens to exacerbate the already tense situation 
in the region". 

It justifies the request by Chedli Klibi, on behalf 

Condemnations by the Security Council are not enough since Israel 
persistently ignores them. 
action by the United Nations and the ten EEC members, even within the 
framework of the United Nations, to stop the process of forces acquisition 
of territory, which in political and legal terms challenges the various 
proposals which already exist for a peaceful and lasting solution in the 
Middle East. The request by the Egyptian representative to the United 
Nations for a condemnation of Israeli actions on the Left Bank and for 
appropriate countermeasures is not accidental. Besides asserting that he 
is not prepared to accept any redefinition of bounderies in Sinai, 
President Mubarak has forcefully called for renewed negotiations on 
Palestinian autonomy, long stalled because of Israeli intransigence, 
and he has significantly stressed that the objective of such autonomy in 
Gaza and the Left Bank should be the creation of a Palestinian state. 
This policy adopted by Egypt is relevant in the context of the evolution 
of the Camp David accords. 

There is a need for urgent and concerted 

Tension in Gaza and on the Left Bank may develop in unforeseen ways 
in the light of the provocative dismissal of the mayors of El Bireh, 
Nablus and Ramallah and the introduction of' drastic repressive measures. 
It is certain to increase and to link up with the long standing and tough 
resistance taking place on the Golan Heights and in Jerusalem. 
conceivable that the more radical elements in the PLO will once more gain 
the upper hand with very grave repercussions in the whole region of the 
Middle East. Begin himself is increasingly being exposed by his latest 
decisions to an internal political crisis, and in spite of a tied vote in 
the Israeli parliament the Government could fall and early elections be 
held. The Tel Aviv Government had encountered fewer difficulties in 
obtaining acceptance for the extension to Golan of Israeli legislative 
authority, the juridical counterpart of formal annexation. 

It is 

3. The significance of the conflict in Gaza and the West Bank 

It is important to note that the struggle on the Left Bank will 
inevitably be tougher since for many reasons this is the territory which 
will have to form the nucleus of a Palestinian national entity, the base 
upon which the eventual Palestinian state will be established in the 
context of a comprehensive, just and durable peace settlement. 
intentions of the occupying power the transition from a temporary military 
regime to a civilian administration constitutes a precise and irreversible 
step towards the formal integration of the Palestinian population into 
the state of Israel, the exact opposite to the recognition of the right 
to self-determination. 

In the 
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Everett Mendelsohn, a Harvard lecturer, has confirmed in a study 
prepared for a national commission that the common objective of measures 
hitherto adopted is de facto annexation as a preliminary to formal 
acquisition. The new civilian administration, in replacement of the 
military one, represents a unilateral introduction of a functional 
administration which buttresses Israeli claims to the occupied territory. 
The "Village Leagues" formed by the occupying authorities from volunteers 
prepared to carry Israeli arms constitute yet another device aimed at 
the same objective. At the same time they give rise to social dislocations 
thereby exacerbating tensions. 

All these measures contribute towards polarisation and conflict 
thereby eroding credibility in the postulate of a negotiated and realistic 
settlement, founded on the mutual recognition between Israel and a 
Palestinian state as envisaged in the policy endorsed for quite some time 
by a majority of the PLO. In the long run the policy of administrative 
and juridical integration, as a major element in the process of annexation, 
is intended to have marked social and economic effects. 
reliable estimates since 1967 GNP in the Left Bank and in Gaza has 
increased by 13 per cent annually, while income per capita and private 
consumption have increased by 11 per cent and 9 per cent respectively. 
Most marked is the rise in employment. 
persons in 1968. 
were working in Israel. 
Ownership of radio sets moved from 58 per cent to 79.4 per cent of all 
families; television sets from 2 per cent to 46.7 per cent. 
period under review car ownership reached 4.3 per cent (10 per cent in 
the cities) as compared to the previous 2 per cent. 

According to 

There were 127,000 employed 
In 1979 these increased to 212,000 of which 73,000 

There was a marked increase in consumption. 

In the 

Undoubtedly there have also arisen social distortions and dislocations. 
The philosophy is that of any colonial administration. 
the improvement in well being forces a relationship between the occupying 
power and hitherto disadvantaged elements. In this context, the arrival 
of a status of autonomy, of independence, could well take the form of an 
eventual loss of acquired benefits. It is not the first time that in the 
murky history of colonialism the achievement of independence, if unaccompanied 
by concerted international action permitting a consistent and broadbased 
development policy to replace social injustices, results in a drastic 
reduction in the overall standard of living. 

For certain classes 

This analysis is particularly applicable in the case of Gaza and the 
Left Bank. 
evolved into the working class, in this region there exist groups representing 
a lower middle class with pre-capitalistic instincts. 
been caught in the ferment taking place in most Arab States where palestinians 
have assumed an influential position in direct competition with more 
traditional elements. 
and in Gaza to accomodate these people thereby estranging them from the 
Palestinian cause. 
of territorial annexation and socio-economic integration is therefore 
perfectly understandable. 

Unlike in Israel where the traditional Arab-Palestinian peasantry 

These classes have not 

The opportunity therefore exists on the Left Bank 

The sharpening Palestinian resistance to this policy 

The emergence of an independent state, an imperative 
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for the Palestinian national entity, must depend on the effective support 
of all social strata, and of all the productive energies in the society. 
It runs risks of being crushed if the colonial administration succeeds in 
relegating the bearers of the struggle to the margins of the society where 
the struggle becomes desperate without any prospect for a negotiated 
settlement . 
4. The "status" of Jerusalem is decisive in any Comprehensive settlement 

The question of Jerusalem has its particular importance in this 
context. Israel's decision in July 1980 to consider Jerusalem "the 
indivisible and eternal capital city" was one of the first and most 
serious indications of its intentions to place insurmountable obstacles 
in the path of a comprehensive peace settlement. Even in this case the 
decision was preceded and accompanied by a process of social infiltration 
aimed at transforming the pluralistic and interdenominational character 
of the city through a very restructuring of the resident population. 

We have here yet another instance of a policy based on territorial 
annexation and the attempt to impose unilaterally a juridical status on 
a city unique in its traditional and universal role. Such a policy is 
in direct contradiction to international law and has implications well 
beyond the issue of Arab-Palestinian rights. 
Government had rejected the urban plan elaborated by the Jerusalem council 
aimed at limiting the Jewish population of the city in proportion to the 
ethnic structure of the whole population and imposed adjustments which 
discriminated against the Arab sector of the population. 
Professor Samuel M. Moses, from the American Urban Institute, member of 
a technical team consulted on the urban plan for the city stated that in 
the plan under review there was not "even one reflection of the exceptional 
character of Jerusalem". 
charge of just any city in Israel, but of a city which is holy for all". 
The general sentiment among the team was the desire to de-nationalise the 
city and to allow it to become 'world m a n  territory'. 

Already in 1969 the Israeli 

In 1970, 

The Amsrican consultant observed "you are not in 

Nevertheless, the plan was arbitrarily implemented, and its effects 
were in direct contrast to those requirements which in the perceptive and 
respected observations of the Jesuit Giovanni Rulli writing in the review 
"Catholic Civilisation" would have marked a step "towards peace between 
two peoples - Jew and Arab - which had to cohabit the city, on the basis 
of equal rights and obligations, not as a result of unilateral concessions 
on one part, but in virtue of an objectively defined agreement concerning 
the special juridical status recognized and guaranteed by the international 
community". Severe criticism of the annexation policy adopted in Jerusalem 
were not lacking even in Israel itself. 
movement for Jewish emancipation asserted on more than one occasion that 
the objective could only be achieved on condition that the national rights 
of Palestinian Arabs were also taken into account. A document endorsed by 
the World Union of Jewish Students at its congress held in Jerusalem in 
July 1970 states "a just, democratic, egalitarian and peace-loving society 
cannot avoid recognizing the right of all peoples to self-determination". 

Respectable elements in the 
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The problem has remained the same over the years. The insistence by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shamir to bring to Jerusalem all his foreign 
counterparts is a further proof of the desire to involve international 
opinion in the acceptance of the arbitrary juridical status imposed in 
1980. In the holy city, the military occupation remains, and an Israeli 
civil regime is not yet in force. Nevertheless tension continues to rise 
as it does in all other occupied territories. The restlessness, the 
protests, the arrests and the repercussions confirm that there is a need 
even in Jerusalem to abandon the policy of annexation and of social and 
ethnic manipulation, a policy which conflicts not, only with the rights of 
the Palestinian Arabs but also with the principles continuously reaffirmed 
at the international level. 

One cannot ignore the fact that Jerusalem is a unique city in which 
the three great monotheistic religions - the Christian, the Jewish and 
the Moslem - share the opportunity to preach to men the respect for the 
virtues of toleration, of dialogue and of understanding. But this can 
only be done if Israel resists the temptation to impose by force a 
unilateral and unacceptable status. These problems are not resolved by a 
generic commitment to guarantee the freedom of worship for all religions. 
The problem is not so much religion as it is historical and political. 
A solution must transcent the aspect of territorial sovereignty and the 
role of a holy city; it must serve as a symbol of peaceful coexistence 
and of mutual respect among the different states in the Middle East. 

It will therefore be seen that a just and comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East cannot be achieved as long as the hopes for relaxation of 
tensions and the resumption of comprehensive negotiations, possibly under 
the aegis of the United Nations, proceeds in conjunction with a continuing 
undervaluation of the impact of the measures aimed at rearranging the 
territorial order, the social structures, and the ethnic, cultural, religious 
and political relationships with the various communities. The United 
Nations has rightly always insisted on the withdrawal by Israel from all 
territories occupied on or after 1967. The Camp David Agreements include 
a significant commitment towards Palestinian autonomy, if one rejects the 
restrictive Israeli interpretation which is itself not always endorsed 
by the Americans. 

The EEC Venice Declaration of 1980 is explicit in stating the need 
to terminate "the territorial occupation arising from the 1967 conflict" 
and defines as a grave obstacle to "the peace process of the Middle East" 
the Israeli settlement policy in the occupied territories. Prince Fahd's 
plan, while implicitly recognizing Israel's right to exist and to be 
secure, is unequivocal concerning the total withdrawal from territories 
occupied in 1967 - including East Jerusalem - the dismantling of all 
Israeli settlements in the occupied territories, the guaranteeing of 
complete freedom of worship for all denominations in the holy places, the 
recognition of the right of the Palestinian people to return to their 
homeland (or to receive adequate compensation if they choose not to return), 
and the establishment of a Palestinian state on the Left Bank with Jerusalem 
as i t s  capital. 
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Saudi Arabia and the ten members of the Common Market agree that it 
is indispensible for the PLO to represent the Palestinian people in the 
peace negotiations. 
United States, is limited to the argument that no movement is possible 
unless there is a recognition of Israel on the part of the Palestinians 
and the Arab States. There is no doubt that a peaceful solution is not 
possible in the Middle East without the mutual recognition between Israel 
and a Palestinian state on the basis of obligations which arise out of 
equal status. This assertion can be accepted but it should not serve as 
a pretext for unilateral solutions. The persecuted Palestinian people 
cannot recognize a reality which negates its inalienable rights. The 
State of Israel which has adopted a policy based on the use of force 
throughout the whole Middle East may only insist on a guarantee of its 
security if it refrains from trampling upon the right of others to self- 
determination. 
the framework of a comprehensive settlement the "Palestinian Charter" may 
very well be amended in such a way that the "armed revolutionary struggle" 
against Israel be replaced by a peaceful, in other words a political, 

Opposition to this assertion, even on the part of the 

Since 1977 the PLO has not ruled out the option that in 

struggle. 

Difficulties remain, but there is room for a comprehensive, just 
and peaceful settlement: 
territorial arrangement in the Middle East based upon the rule of law 
and not the use of force is not ignored. Otherwise a l l  attempts towards 
a political settlement will prove futile. 

what is important is that the issue of a 
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BASIC RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINTAN PEOPLE 

Vladimir Kesselyov 

I I n t r o d u c t o r y  O u t l i n e  

T h i s  s emina r ,  convened on t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  t h e  UN S p e c i a l  
Committee on t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R igh t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People  i s ,  
i n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  undoubtedly  a n  up- to-da te  e v e n t .  The b a s i c  
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  are  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  impor t ance  t o  
be c o n s i d e r e d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  seminar  i f  w e  l o o k  a t  i t  from two 
a n g l e s  : 

F i r s t l y ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  problem can  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
f i n d i n g  o u t  e f f i c i e n t  measures  t o  s o l v e  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  problem 
i n  a j u s t i f i a b l e  manner and second ly  t o  see i n  a b e t t e r  l i g h t  
some new t r e n d s  i n  t h e  development o f  t he  movement f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  
of t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  which i s  
g a i n i n g  i n  s t r e n g t h  n o t  o n l y  i n  the  Middle East, Asia and A f r i c a ,  
b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  Europe and America,  

The P a l e s t i n i a n  problem can  be compared w i t h  a n  open wound 
on t h e  body o f  t h e  Arab world which i s  b e i n g  r e p e a t e d l y  and purpose-  
f u l l y  d i s t u r b e d  by t h e  f o r c e s  o f  c o l o n i a l i s m  and Zionism w i t h  t h e  
a i m  o f  s p l i t t i n g  up and weakening a l l  t h e  Arabs.  The P a l e s t i n i a n  
problem i s  today  a k i n d  o f  anomaly o f  h i s t o r y  due t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  when the  m a j o r i t y  o f  formekly  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e s  
have done away w i t h  c o l o n i a l  ens l avemen t ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
p e o p l e  were d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and 
P a l e s t i n e  - a whole c o u n t r y  d i s a p p e a r e d  from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  map 
b e f o r e  t h e  eyes  of t h e  c i v i l i s e d  w o r l d ,  

c o u n t r i e s  deal once a g a i n  wi th  t h e  problem o f  t h e  b a s i c  r i g h t s  
of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  i s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o p i c a l  i n  
view of t h e  new a c t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  on t h e  part  o f  I s r a e l  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Arab p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  occup ied  t e r r i t o r i e s :  on t h e  West 
Bank o f  t h e  J o r d a n ,  t h e  Gaza S t r i p ,  E a s t  J e r u s a l e m  as w e l l  as 
i n  Sou th  Lebanon and on t h e  Golan H e i g h t s  i n  S y r i a ,  

The f a c t  t h a t  r e s e a r c h e r s  and p u b l i c  leaders from d i f f e r e n t  

I1 SOME ASPECTS OF THE SUB-JYTCT 

The formula  "The B a s i c  r i g h t s  o f  the  P a l e s t i n i a n  peop le"  
c o n s i s t s  o f  s e v e r a l  components,  
The r i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  
r i g h t  f o r  c r e a t i o n  of  t h e i r  own s t a t e  and t h e  r i g h t  f o r  coming 
back.  

The main o f  which are as f o l l o w s :  
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a) The right of the Palestinian people to self-determination 
rests on the generally accepted principle of each nation's right 
to self-determination accepted in international law and in inter- 
national relations. V , I .  Lenin says that realization of the 
right to self-determination includes an exceptional right on 
political independence, to liberation and political seperation 
from the oppressing nation (Ed.V. Vol 27, p,225). This prin- 
ciple is also stipulated by the Charter of the United Nations 
and is interpreted in the international law as the right of any 
nation to live its own mode of life and the right to choose any 
political, economic and social system, a form of government and 
state (system) in accordance with its historical traditions, 
peculiarities of religion and culture, 
Palestinian people are concerned, this basic principle has been 
violated. 
elementary right to self-determination to be practically implemen- 
ted in accordance with known UN resolutions, 
present the essence of the Palestinian problem lies mainly, in 
our opinion, in the quest of efficient ways of restoring the right 
of the Palestinian people to self-determination, to enable the 
Palestinian people to practically enjoy the right taken from them 
by violence. 

However, as far as the 

The Palestinian people have been deprived of their 

That is why at 

This task in particular is pursued by the Palestine Resist- 
ance with the Palestine Liberation Organisation at the head of it, 
which was recagnized by the Arab countries in 1973 as the sole 
lawful representative of the Palestinian people, then by the 
socialist countries and many others. In this capacity the PLO 
is recognized by the UN as well. 

In one of his speeches V.I. Lenin observes that recognition 
of the people to self-determination always includes the demand 
to act strictly against any attempt of-vh3enm and-fnjustfce 
from outside. (Ibid., V01.7, p.105). 

- 
Palestinian Resistance, guided by the PLO, pursues this 

particular aim - it acts against the-violation and-in'ustice 
people of their right of self-determination (Ibid., Vol. 7, 
P. 1 0 5 ) .  

of the ruling circles of Israel in depriving the Pa + estinian 

b) The second main aspect of the problem in question is 
the right of the Palestinian people to establish its own Palestin- 
ian state. 
right of the Palestinian people to self-determination and is 
a logical continuation of it. The question of the establishment 
of a Palestinian state - a Palestinian national Arab state- 
stipulated by the known resolutions of the UN on the Palestinian 
problem is in recent years brought forward as the most important 
element in the efforts of the Palestinian people and the world 
community at large. 

This aspect is a clearly-defined expression of the 
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The idea of the necessity to establish the Palestinian system 
of state is a most important condition for realization of the 
Palestinian's right to self-determination and meets with increas- 
ing support in the world. Development of this tendency was 
greatly promoted by the realistic programme submitted at the 12th 
Session of the Palestine National Council in June 1974, which 
puts the task of setting up a Palestinian government in any part of 
Palestine which will be liberated from Israeli occupation, By 
this is meant the Palestinian land on the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip where an unprecedented movement has been launched against 
Israeli occupation and the so-called "administrative autonomy" 
was imposed by Israel on the Palestinian population of these 
territories. 

At present many countries of the world community and the 
public at large come forward with proposals to realize this 
lawful right of the Palestinian people to set up their own 
state. It is worthwhile noting that these proposals are 
accompanied with the ever increasing prestige of the PLO at the 
international arena as a recognized leader and the sole 
representative of the Palestinian people, despite the efforts 
of the Zionist circles of Israel and the USA to ignore this 
organization and their refusal to conduct negotiations with it, 

The socialist countries, first of all the Soviet Union, 
actively participate in the realization by the Palestinian 
people of their right to establish their own state, 

As pointed out by President Leonid Brezhnev at the 26th 
CPSU Congress and in a number of other speeches the support 
of the just cause of the Palestinian people is truly in line 
with the policy of the Soviet Union, condemning anti-Arab 
deals and calling for cessation of the Israeli occupation of 
all Arab lands seized in 1967 and realization of the inalien- 
able rights of the Arab people to establish their own state, 
The steady policy pursued by the Soviet Union insupport of 
the national rights of the Palestinian people was again con- 
firmed by the official diplomatic status granted t o  PLO in 
Moscow. At present, the official diplomatic status has also 
been granted to the PLO by the GDR, Iran, Sri Lanka and other 
states. The PLO now has relations with more than 120 states. 
Many politicians in the European capitalist countries (as well 
as Western Europe) began to reveal a more realistic view of the 
basic rights of the Palestinian people and the Palestinian 
problem as a whole. Diplomatic recognition of the PLO by the 
Austrian government in 1981, granting of the official 
diplomatic status to the PLO by the Greek Government, state- 
ments made in favour of the self-determination of the Palestin- 
ian people expressed by the Chairman of the Social-Democratic 
Party of Germany Willy Brant, the Chairman of the Social- 
Democratic Workers' Party of Sweden, Olaf Palme, the President 
of France, Mitterand, vividly demonstrate the growing recognition 
of the PLO by the West, 
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Tendenc ie s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  the  bas i c  r i g h t s  o f  the  P a l e s t i n i a n  
p e o p l e  and t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  own n a t i o n a l  s t a t e  
obse rved  i n  t h e  European c o u n t r i e s  are i n  t h e  i n t e r s t s  o f  t h e s e  
c o u n t r i e s  t o  t h e  Arab o i l ,  and i n  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  
t i e s  w i t h  t h e  Arab wor ld  and t h e i r  conce rn  o v e r  t h e  f a c t  that  
if these  r i g h t s  are  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  it  c a n  b a d l y  i n f l u e n c e  the 
d e l i v e r i e s  o f  t h e  Arab o i l  t o  these  c o u n t r i e s ,  

However, i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t endency  of a n  ever i n -  
c r e a s i n g  u n d e r s t a n d  i n  European c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  
s a t i s f y  t h e  bas i c  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  it i s  easy 
t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  many c o u n t r i e s ,  and in p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  Common 
Market c o u n t r i e s ,  b e i n g  unde r  p r e s s u r e  f rom t h e  USA and Z i o n i s t  
c i r c l e s ,  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s '  r i g h t s  o n l y  f o r m a l l y  and 
n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o  es tab l i sh  
t h e i r  own n a t i o n a l  s t a t e ,  

I n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  unde r  these  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  e f f o r t s  made 
by t h e  UN Committee members, t h e  p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e  i n  European 
and  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  a c q u i r e  p a r t i c u l a r  impor t ance  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o  
c r e a t e  t h e i r  own s t a t e  w i t h  t h e  PLO a t  t h e  head o f  i t .  Stress-  
i n g  t h e  i s s u e  o f  n e c e s s i t y  t o  set  up a s o v r e i g n  P a l e s t i n e  s t a t e  
would b e  a d e f i n i t e  s t e p  towards  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problem 
as a w h c l e .  

c )  The t h i r d  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  t o  r e t u r n  home. T h i s  a s p e c t  deals  w i t h  t h e  f a t e  
o f  t h o s e  who happened t o  become r e f u g e e s  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  o v e r  
t h e  Arab  wor ld .  It r e s u l t e d  from t h e  p u r p o s e f u l  p o l i c y ,  t h e  
s o - c a l l e d  " c r e e p i n g  a n n e x a t i o n "  o f  t h e  Arab l a n d s  pu r sued  by 
t h e  Z i o n i s t  reg ime of  I s r ae l  from t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h i s  e s t a t e .  
A t  p r e s e n t ,  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  p r e l i m i n a r y  e s t i m a t i o n s ,  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  ( abou t  60 p e r  c e n t )  
happened t o  be  r e f u g e e s  and abou t  30 p e r  c e n t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n -  
i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  unde r  I s r ae l i  o c c u p a t i o n  on t h e  West Bank, 
t h e  Gaza S t r i p  and in East J e r u s a l e m ,  abou t  15  p e r  c e n t  of 
P a l e s t i n i a n s  are  w i t h i n  I s r a e l .  

I n  some Western c o u n t r i e s  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  t h e  USA 
t h e r e  i s  a t endency  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  t a l k  abou t  t h e  f a t e s  o f  
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e s  f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  r e t u r n  home, 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  August 1981  and'Washirigton Pbst, f o r  example,  
c i ted-scme e x t r a c t s  from P r e s i d e n t  Reagan ' s  s p e e c h e s :  
"There i s  no P a l e s t i n i a n  problem, we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  f a t e s  o f  
Arab  r e f u g e e s  who had t o  adapt themse lves  t o  o t h e r  Arab 
s t a t e s " .  For  t h e  r u l i n g  Z i o n i s t  c i r c l e s  i n  I s rae l  look a t  
t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  w i t h  ever  more c a t e g o r i c a l  
n e g a t i o n ,  who d o w n r i g h t l y  n e g a t e  t h e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  n a t i o n  and l o o k  a t  i t  t h r o u g h  g u n - s i g h t s .  
i s  wor thwhi l e  n o t i n g  these  c y n i c a l  comments made by some USA 
a d v o c a t e s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  human r i g h t s  and v i o l a t i o n  of human 
r i g h t s  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  f o r  example in Poland ,  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  i g n o r i n g  an  e s s e n t i a l l y  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  t h e  whole P a l e s t i n i a n  n a t i o n .  

A t  

Here it  
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The problem o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o  come 
back i s  ra ther  compl i ca t ed  and g r e a t  one t ha t  shou ld  be con- 
s idered  s e p a r a t e l y ,  I n  t h i s  c a s e  we sha l l  o n l y  p r e s e n t  t h i s  
problem and make a comment t ha t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
r e f u g e e s  t o  come back t o  t h e i r  l a n d s  s h o u l d  be i n v a r i a b l y  
l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e i r  own s t a t e .  

The c o n t i n u e d  e s c a l a t i o n  o f  I s r a e l ' s  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  and 
expans ionism i n e v i t a b l y  provokes  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  I s  the re  any 
D o s s i b l i t y  f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  move i n  s e e k i n g  a Deace fu l  s o l u t i o n  
'to t h e  P a i e s t i n e  problem and t h e  
r i g h t s .  

I b e l i e v e  t ha t  any p e a c e f u l  
if c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  are m e t :  

r e a l i z a t i o n  bf  t h e i r  l a w f u l  

s o l u t i o n  w i l l  be a c c e p t a b l e  

1) I s r a e l  shou ld  s t o p  i t s  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Lebanon 
as a p r e l i m i n a r y  s t e p .  

2 )  A t o t a l  s e t t l e m e n t  s h o u l d  be r e a c h e d  based on t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  UN d e c i s i o n s ,  b u t  n o t  on a u n i l a t e r a l  bas i s .  

3 )  The PLO must be  i n c l u d e d  as a f u l l  p a r t n e r  i n  any t a l k s  
on t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  problem. 

4) A p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n  canno t  be  r e a c h e d  w i t h o u t  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o  s e t  up a s o v e r e i g n  s t a t e  
on t h e i r  own t e r r i t o r y .  
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F”DAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 

Vladhir  Koshelev 

During t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  decades t h e  Midd le  East w a s  four  times t h e  arena 
of w a r s .  Today t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  is still f raught  w i t h  e x p l o s i o n ,  a s  t h e  
I s r a e l i  t r o o p s  c o n t i n u e  the i r  o c c u p a t i o n  of Arab lands ,  and t h e  Arab p e o p l e  
of P a l e s t i n e  is d e p  ived of i t s  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s .  It is u n i v e r s a l l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  
t o d a y  t h a t  t h e  prob  I e m  of P a l e s t i n e  is t h e  core of t h e  Midd le  Fhst conf l i c t .  

’I’he P a l e s t i n i a  problem’s  record is long  and dramotic .1t  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  
c o l l u s i o n  of Anglo- 1 mer ican  imper i a l i sm w i t h  in t e rna t iona l  Zionism.  Zionism 
d e c l a r e d  a s  i t s  main  q o a l  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a J e w i s h  s t a t e  i n  P a l e s t i n e  
t h e  Arab popula t ion  of which  i n  1913 was e q u a l  t o  533 t h o u s a n d  (90.3 per  c e n t ) ,  
w h i l e  t h e  J e w i s h  popu la t ion  e q u a l l e d  to 57  t h o u s a n d ,  or 9 . 7  pe r  c e n t .  

In i t i a l ly  J e w i s h  c o l o n i z a t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  w a s  a c t i v e l y  suppor t ed  and 
s p o n s o r e d  by Grea t  Britain wh ich  had  been g i v e n  t h e  m a n d a t e  t o  gove rn  
P a l e s t i n e  by  t h e  League  of N a t i o n s  a f t e r  World War I .  By 1947  t h e  J e w i s h  
popu la t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  r e a c h e d  650 t h o u s a n d .  Zionis t  immigrat ion brought 
a b o u t  a c h a n g e  in  t h e  r a t io  of Arab and J e w i s h  popu la t ion  of t h e  terr i tory.  
S p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  fact t h a t  this c h a n g e  was t ak ing  p l a c e  
not o n l y  d u e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number of immigran t s  coming t o  Pa le s t ine  but  
also d u e  t o  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  of t h e  native P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab popula t ion .  

In 1947 a mass emigra t ion  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  Arabs s t a r t s .  

By t h a t  t i m e  t h e  Z i o n i s t s  considerably s t r e n g t h e n e d  the i r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  
P a l e s t i n e  a n d  w e r e  becoming more and more p e r s i s t e n t  i n  t ry ing  to g e t  r id of 
t h e  Brit ish pa t ronage  and become  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  masters of t h e  coun t ry .  Using 
t h e  Anglo-American c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  s t r iv ing  of t h e  US oil z o n o p o l i e s  
t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  the i r  s t a n d  i n  t h e  Midd le  E a s t ,  t h e  Z i o n i s t s  s t a r t e d  p lac ing  
more e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  of A m e r i c a .  It w a s  a t  
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tha t  t i m e  that  they intensified their  terrorist activities aga ins t  the  Palestinian 
Arabs. Losing its control over t he  terri tory Great Britain had to p a s s  over t he  
issue of Palest ine t o  the United Nations. On November 2 9 ,  1947, t he  UN 
Geneml Assembly adopted a resolution on  the divis ion of Palestine which was 
under the  British mandate, and the establ ishment  i n  its territory o f? the  two 
independent s t a t e s  - rhe Arab and the  Jewish one. However, through th'e fault  
of t h e  Z ion i sm and imperialist forces  supporting them, t h i s  resolution w a s  not 
implemented. At the end of 1947 - t he  beginning of 1948 militarized Zionist' 
organizations performed b whole s e r i e s  of temorist actions and  a t t acks  aga ins t  
the  Palestinian Arabs. Especially grave w a s  their crlme a t  the  Arab vi l lage 
of Deir Jasin,  where Zionists s taged a massacre. A s  a resul t  of those  ac t ions  
clbout 400 thousand Arabs were driven -from the  future territory of the s t a t e  of 
Israel  before i t s  establishment in May,  1948. 

The expultion of the Palestinian Arabs did not  s top  after the  establ ishment  
of the  s t a t e  of Israel. I t  become m o s t  in tens ive  during the  armed c l a s h e s  
between Israel  and the Arab states during the Palestinian War of 1948-49. 
After t h e  war 340 thousand Arab refugees had to  join the 400 thousand 
Palest inians forced to  leave  their homeland earlier.  

Answering t h e  question why. th i s  mass emigration of the Palestinian Arabs 
took  p lace ,  E. M .  Primakov, well-known Soviet s c i e n t i s t ,  s t ressed  that  it was 
t he  resul t  of t h e  policy pursued by the Zionist leadership.  And i t  was  not tha t  
t h e  Zionists were j u s t  sa t isf ied with such a mass departure of the Palestinian 
Arabs. They  were purposefully trying to achieve  th i s  goal .  This conclusion 
is supported by some Western authors.  For example,  the well-known British , 

historian Arnoid Toynbie thinks that the Palestinian Arabs did neither l eave  
tl-cir homes  voluntarily,  nor obey the orders  of the  neighbouring Arab s t a t e s ;  
they left under the threat of death.  There is no doubt that  the terrorist a c t s  
aga ins t  t h e  Palestinian Arabs were not  acc identa l  but brouqht about by the 
poi icy of t h e  Zionists directed a t  the establ ishment  of a Jewish state i n  
Pa les t ine ' s  territory. Menachem Begin,  l eader  of a terrorist Zionist organization 
"Irgun", s t a t ed  with cynical frankness tha t  the  massacre  was  not simply 
ju s t i f i ed ,  s i n c e  without the victory in  Deir Jasin there  would not have been 
the  state of Israel  a s  such. * 

T h i s  is how the Palestinian refugee i s s u e  emerged a s  a part of the 
Palestinian problem. 

Starting from 1948 a continuous s t r u w l e  was under way to gain the right 
for t he  Palestinian refugees to return to their  homeland. By 1967 the UN 
General Assembly adopted 19 resolutions confirming t h e  right of the  refugees 

-----_- -- 
* E. ? , A .  Frimskov. Anatomy of t h e  Middle East Conflict ,  Moscow, 1978. 



-46- 

to repa t r i a t ion -  or compensa t ion  for t h e  l o s t  property.  I s r a e l ,  however ,  made  
a point  of re fus ing  to implement  the r e s o l u t i o n s .  

--Meanwhile,  t h e  pos i t ion  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  Arabs w a s  a g g r a v a t e d  by  t h e  
' ' s u - d a y  war"  of 1967. The I s r a e l i  a g g r e s s i o n  against Arab s t a t e s  broyght  
a b o u t - a  new w a v e  of Pa le s t in i an  r e f u g e e s .  Many of them b e c a m e  twice-  
r e f u g e e s .  

The Arab populs  t ion of t h e  o c c u p i e d  t e r r i t o r i e s  e x p e r i e n c e  a l l  burdens  
of a n  occupa t ion  regime: a r r e s t s  terror  pe r secu t ion  s e a r c h e s  I forced 
e v i c t i o n  , des t ruc t ion  of h o u s e s ,  s u p p r e s s i o n  of demons t r a t ions  a n d  s t r i k e s .  
Tel  Aviv p u r s u e s  t h e  pol icy  of a n n e x a t i o n  a n d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s e t t l e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  occup ied  Arab te r r i to r ies  ( the  W e s t  Bank of t h e  Jordan r iver  a n d  t h e  
G a z a  Str ip) .  The a i m  of t h i s  po l icy  is to e n s u r e  a te r r i to r ia l  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  
a c h a n g e  of the  ju r id i ca l ,  geograph ica l  a n d  demographic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  
s e i z e d  Pa le s t in i an  l ands .  In I s r ae l  itself t h e  Pa le s t in i an  Arabs a l s o  h a v e  
a s t a t u s  of t h e  o p p r e s s e d  na t iona l  minori ty .  They d o  not  e n j o y  e q u a l  r i g h t s  
wi th  t h e  J e w i s h  populat ion , a r e  s u b j e c t  to humil ia t ing d iscr imina t ion  a n d  
p rac t i ca l ly  depr ived  of civil r igh ts .  

As a r e s u l t  the  Pa le s t in l ans  found t h e m s e l v e s  wi thout  a homeland.  This  
is t r u e  wl th  regard to a l l  t h e  Pa le s t in i an  people:  t h e  Pa le s t in i an  Arabs l iving 
i n  t h e  terr i tory of I s r a e l ,  t h o s e  who  l i v e  in  t h e  occup ied  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  
11undreds of t h o u s a n d s  of r e f u g e e s  i n  v a r i o u s  Arab c o u n t r i e s .  I t  should  be 
especial ly  s t r e s s e d  tha t  t h e  issue i n  q u e s t i o n  is t h e  fate of t h e  people 
depr ivcd  of i t s  na t iona l  r i g h t s ,  a n d  not  j u s t  t h e  problem of Pa le s t in i an  r e f u g e e s  
as t h e  I s r a e l i  l e a d e r s h i p  t r i e s  to  p r e s e n t  i t .  

T h u s ,  t he  Pa le s t ln i an  problem is now a complex  of in t e r r e l a t ed  issues,  
s u c h  a s  t he  cont inuing occupa t ion  of P a l e s t i n i a n  l a n d s  b y  I s r a e l ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
to r e s t o r e  the nationill  r i gh t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people ,  the  posi t ion of r e f u g e e s .  
The e s s e n c e  of t h i s  problem is t h e  fate of t h e  Arab peop le  of Pa les t ine  force-  
f u l l y  depr ived  of its homeland.  A j u s t  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problem p r e s u p p o s e s  
t h e  implementat ion of t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  Pa le s t in i an  people  to se l f -  
de te rmina t ion  a n d  e s t ab l i shmen t  of its own independen t  state. I t  is on ly  on  
t h i s  basis that a l a s t ing  a n d  stable p e a c e  c a n  be a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  Middle East. 

The cont inued  occupat ion  of t h e  Arab l a n d s  a n d  d i s r ega rd  for t he  r i g h t s  
of t h e  Arab people of Pa le s t ine  h a v e  made t h e  Pa le s t in i an  problem o n e  of t h e  
a c u t e s t  problem of our t i m e .  For a number of y e a r s  i t  h a s  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  o n  
many o c c a s i o n s  by t h e  United Na t ions  G e n e r a l  Assembly.  Zionism h a s  fa i led  
to prove tha t  "Pa les t ine  is a l and  wi thout  p e o p l e " ,  wh ich  should b e  handed  




























































































































































































































