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1. REPORT OF THE FIFTH UNITED NATIONS SEMINAR ON THE 
QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

1. 
its central theme "The Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People", took 
place at United Nations Headquarters New York from 15-19 March 1982, in 
accordance with the terms cf General Assembly resolution 36/120 B. Nine 
meetings were held, at which twenty panelists presented papers on various 
aspects of the Question of Palestine. 

The Fifth United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine, with 

2. The United Nations Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People was represented by a delegation consistinn 
of His Excellency, Mr. Massamba Sarré, Senegal, Chairman of the Committee; 
His Excellency, Mr. Raul Roa-Kouri, Cuba, Vice-chairman; His Excellency, 
Mr. Victor J. Gauci, Malta, Rapporteur; His Excellency, Mr. II. Ott, German 
Democratic Republic; His Fxcellency, Mr. Natarajan Krishnan, India; and 
Mr. Zehdi L. Terzi, Permanent Observer of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
to the United Nations. His Excellency, Mr. Victor J. Gauci acted as 
Rapporteur of the Seminar. 

3. 
M r .  William B. Buffum, Under-Secretary-General for Political and General 
Assembly Affairs of the United Nations. In welcoming the participants on 
behalf of the Secretary-General, Mr. Buffum observed that efforts to find 
a just solution to the Question of Palestine remained one of the main 
preoccupations of the United Nations; these efforts should be maintained 
since as long as the problem persisted, it posed a threat to international 
peace and security. 
contribution to future consideration of the question in the United Nations 
which was widely accepted as the framework within which a comprehensive 
solution had to be found. 

The opening session of the Seminar on 15 March 1982 was addressed by 

He expressed the hope that the Seminar would be a major 

4. At the same session, Mr. Massamba Sarré, Chairman of the Committee, 
gave a brief account of the Committee's work and stressed the importance 
of ensuring that all facts surrounding the question of Palestine reach the 
public so that a proper understanding of the issues would be achieved. 

5. 
Mr. Natarajan Krishnan, Acting President of the United Nations Council for 
Namibia, Mr. Gervais Charles, Rapporteur of the United Nations Special 
Committee against Apartheid and His Excellency, Mr. Frank Owen Abdullah, 
Chairman of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

The opening session of the Seminar was also addressed by His Excellency, 

6. A message from His Excellency, Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization was conveyed 
to the Seminar by M r .  Zehdi L. Terzi, Permanent Observer of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 
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6.  A message from His Excellency, M r .  Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization was conveyed 
to the Seminar by Mr. Zehdi L. Terzi, Permanent Observer of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 

7 .  The Seminar was attended by Mrs. Lucille Mair, Secretary-General 
designate of the International Conference on the Question of Palestine. 

8. Seven panels were established to consider different aspects of the 
central theme "The inalienable rights of the Palestinian people". These 
panels and their panelists were as follows: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

Panel I: The Nature of the Role of the Palestine Liberation 

M r .  Khaled Abu Kudayb 
Organization 

Panel II: 
Prof. Thomas Naylor 
Rev. Donald Wagner 
Dr. Philip Rivera 

The Palestine Issue and North American Public Opinion 

Panel III: The Palestine Question in the Context of Military 

Prof. Harold McDougal 
Dr. Khalil Nakhleh 
Dr. Eqbal Ahmad 

Occupation 

Panel IV: 

Dr. Mordecai Briemberg 
Prof. Mark Solomon 
Mr. Jack O'Dell 
Miss Gail Pressberg 

Domestic and Strategic Influences in the Formation of 
American and Canadian Policies 

Panel V: 
Prof. Jamal Nassar 
Rev. Joseph L. Ryan, S.J. 
The Honourable Senator Heath Macquarrie 
Mr. =$a Zureik 

The Fundamental Rights of the Palestinian People 

Panel VI: The Evolution of American and Canadian Policies on the 

Prof. Frank Epp 
Prof .  Paul Noble 
Prof. John Quigley 
M r .  Seth Tillman 

Question of Palestine 
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G. Panel V I I :  The Role of the United Nations in seeking Effective 
Measures to Enable the Palestinian People to attain and 
exercise its Rights 

Prof. Charlotte Teuber 
His Excellency, Mr. Victor J. Gauci 

9. In view ofthe well-researched and in-depth analysis contained in 
the papers presented at the Seminar, and in accordance with established 
practice, the papers will be published in full by the United Nations, with 
the report of the Seminar, as a contribution to a wider understanding of 
the Question of Palestine. 

10. 
spontaneous and stimulating exchange of views. 
aspects of the question of Paiestine, particularly the rights of the people 
which, it was agreed, were being systematically and continuously violated 
by Israel. 

"he presentation of papers at each meeting was followed by a lively, 
Discussion covered a l l  

11. 
issue in accordance with various United Nations resolutions would only 
excerbate the crisis and present an ever-increasing threat to international 
peace and security. The stability of the region, the attainment of an 
environment in which all inhabitants can live as a community and the 
achievement of peace depended direcltly upon the realization of the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and its aspirations. 

It was consistently maintained that failure to resolve the Palestinian 

12. 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 
Liberation Organization had wide-ranging and increasing responsibilities 
in the political, economic, social, educational and cultural fields. 

The Seminar was provided with a detailed acount of the iwtitutions 
It was noted that the Palestine 

13. It was observed that Israel was waging a total war to obliterate 
continuous Palestinian efforts to assert their rights, and among the most 
sinister aspects of its policy was the deliberate suppression of Palestinian 
institutions by Israel. 

14. 
to military activities. 

The Palestinian struggle for survival was a l s o  total and not limited 
This fact had been underplayed in the media. 

15. In order to propagate a more comprehensive and fair understanding of 
the real nature of the Palestine Liberation Organization, new links should 
be established which would make up for the failure of the mass media to 
report all the facts surrounding the issue as well as its tendency to 
present them with a bias against the Palestine Liberation Organization. 
Renewed efforts should be made to counter negative and unbalanced attitudes 
in North America. Diverse and strengthened efforts should be made to dispel 
the erroneous impression propagated by the media.that the Palestine 
Liberation Organization was only a military organization bent on terrorism. 
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Its activities i n  t h e  economic, s o c i a l ,  ejiucation, c u l t u r a l  and welfare 
f i e l d s ,  i f  b e t t e r  known, would l ead  t o  a c l e a r e r  understanding i n  North 
America and t o  the r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Pa les t ine  Liberation Organization 
provides a p o l i t i c a l  platform as wel l  as inf ra -s t ruc ture  f o r  socio-economic 
progress of i t s  people which cons t i t u t e s  t h e  very essense of a S ta t e .  

16. 
not seek confrontation, but rather t h e  co-operation of a l l  peace-loving 
peoples. 

In  b r i e f ,  as i t s  objec t ive ,  t h e  Pa les t ine  Liberation Organization does 

17. In  discussing the fundamental r i g h t s  of the  Pa les t in ian  people, t h e  
Seminar noted w i t h  appreciation tha t  these r i g h t s  had not only been defined 
by the  United Nations but also regularly reaffirmed. Attention w a s  drawn 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o :  

( i ) 

(ii) 

General Assembly reso lu t ion  3236 (XXIX) which elaborated these  
ina l ienable  r i g h t s ,  and 

3210 (XXIX) which considered t h e  Pa le s t in i an  people t o  be a 
p r inc ipa l  par ty  t o  t he  question of Pa le s t ine  and inv i t ed  t h e  
Pa le s t ine  Liberation Organization, t h e  representa t ive  of t h e  
Pa les t in ian  people, t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  de l ibera t ions  of 
t h e  General Assembly on t h e  question of Pa les t ine .  

Both these  reso lu t ions  were emphasized i n  reso lu t ion  ES-7/2 adopted by t h e  
General Assembly a t  i t s  Seventh Emergency Special  Session. 

18. The Seminar w a s  of t h e  opinion that  no deviation should be permitted 
from t h e  r i g h t s  recognized by these  General Assembly reso lu t ions ,  t h e  most 
important being : 

t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  P d e s t i n i a n s  t o  re turn  t o  t h e i r  homes and property 
i n  Pa les t ine ,  from which they have been fo rc ib ly  displaced and uprooted; 

t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  Pa les t in ian  people t o  self-determination without 
ex terna l  in te r fe rence ;  

t h e  r i g h t  of the Pa les t in ian  people t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  own independent 
and sovereign s t a t e  i n  Pa les t ine ;  

t h e  r i g h t  t o  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y  and na t iona l  un i ty ;  

t he  r i g h t  of the  Pa le s t ine  Liberation Organization, t h e  representa t ive  
of t h e  Pa les t in ian  people, t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  on an equal footing i n  all 
e f f o r t s ,  de l ibera t ions  and conferences on t h e  Question of Pa le s t ine  
and t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the Middle E a s t  within t h e  framework of the 
United Nations. 

It w a s  agreed t h a t  t h e  hear t  of t h e  Middle E a s t  problem, the  Question 
of Pa les t ine  inevi tab ly  w i l l  remain t h e  centrai. i s sue  which must be resolved 
if peace w a s  t o  be based on reason. 
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20. 
ou t ,  which, through t h e  r e fusa l  t o  accept t h e  Pa les t ine  Liberation 
Organization, t h e  representa t ive  of the  Pa les t in ian  people, as an equal 
pa r tne r  i n  t h e  negot ia t ions ,  by a t t m p t i n g  t o  determine t h e  destiny of t h e  
Pa le s t in i an  people i n  t h e i r  absence, and by denying them t h e i r  fundamental. 
r i g h t s ,  v io l a t ed  United Nations reso lu t ions .  
evident i n  t h e  in t e rp re t a t ion  and implementation of t h e  Accords by I s r a e l .  

I n  t h i s  context,  many elements i n  t h e  Camp David Accords were pointed 

This aspect i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

21. 
after a d e t a i l e d  ana lys i s  of t h e  more important f ac to r s  involved, it w a s  
concluded t h a t  while there w a s  gradual awareness building i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  as t o  t h e  Pa le s t in i an  cause and t h e i r  fundamental human r i g h t s ,  
t h e r e  were s t i l l  major barriers which stood i n  opposition t o  Americans 
accepting t h e  Pa les t in ian  cause as j u s t  and human. 

In  discussing t h e  Pa le s t in i an  i ssue  and North American public opinion, 

22. 
fea tured  i n  t h e  discussions,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t s  bombings of t h e  Lebanon, i t s  
a t t a c k  on t h e  I r a q i  nuclear r eac to r ,  subject though it w a s  t o  IAEA safeguards, 
and t h e  annexation of t h e  Syrian Golan Heights. During the very course of 
t h e  Seminar, it w a s  noted with extreme concern tha t  once again Israel had 
resor ted  t o  repress ive  measures by fo rc ib ly  dismantling t h e  e l ec t ed  municipal 
council  of Al-Bireh, a town i n  t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r y  ly ing  t o  t h e  north of 
Jerusalem. 
casua l t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  by t h e  Israeli occupying forces.  

There were addi t iona l  v io l a t ions  of i n t e rna t iona l  l a w  by Israel which 

This a r b i t r a r y  ac t ion  had l e d  t o  widespread unrest  leading t o  

23. 
has been reached i n  t h e  North American continent,  t he re  was a need f o r  
s t r i k i n g  a pos i t i ve  responsive chord i n  order t o  gain a hearing. It w a s  
suggested that an increased and b e t t e r  organized campaign should be made 
on behalf of t h e  Pa les t in ian  aspect on a va r i e ty  of l e v e l s  f r o m  churches 
t o  Arab-American groups t o  grass-roots organizing e f f o r t s .  
non-governmental organizations w a s  considered as p a r t i c u l a r l y  relevant i n  
t h i s  regard. 
non-polit ical  i n i t i a t i v e s .  

Since only an elementary s tage  of awareness on t h e  Pa les t in ian  question 

The r o l e  of t h e  

This l e v e l  of a c t i v i t i y  should consider both p o l i t i c a l  and 

24. 
West Bank, a first hand account of the  harsh l i v i n g  conditions imposed under 
m i l i t a r y  occupation by I s r a e l .  The Seminar a l so  g rea t ly  appreciated t h e  
impressions and conclusions drawn by impar t ia l  observers who had v i s i t e d  
the West Bank and Gaza i n  recent t i m e s  and seen f o r  themselves t he  oppressive 
measures applied i n  t h e  context of m i l i t a r y  occupation. 

The Seminar had t h e  bene f i t  of hearing, from a res ident  of t h e  occupied 

25. P a r t i c u l a r  mention w a s  made of t h e  occupation au tho r i ty ' s  m i l i t a r y  
order  No. 854 which placed cr ippl ing  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on higher education i n  
t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  through extensive censorship of teaching materials 
and r e s t r i c t i o n s  on ex t r acu r r i cu la r  programmes and events and on t h e  freedom 
of movement of ind iv idua l  students and f acu l ty  members. 
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26. The conclusion was drawn that military order No. 854 was part and 
parcel of Israel's s-called "iron-fist" policy adopted in the wake of the 
Camp David Accords and that it violated international law and The Hague 
Conventions. 
military order had resulted in a renewal of Palestinian consciousness and 
resistance. 

It was pointed out however that, far from submission, this 

27. 
by Israeli leaders made it clear that there was a very real danger that the 
West Bank and Gaza would be annexed by Israel and that the Arab inhabitants 
would either be exiled or reduced to living in reservations. 
contended that the world was presently starkly witnessing the final phases 
of Israeli attempts at the liquidation of Palestine. 

Nevertheless, an analysis of the statements made and plans announced 

It was 

28. 
1948, and the West Bank which was occupied in 1967. 
both regions, good agricultural land - military occupation had been used 
to achieve the twin targets of land and people - on the one hand, the 
judaization through settlements, and on the other hand, depopulation by 
dispersal of the ex2sting Arab inhabitants. The same considerations as 
applied to the West Bank, applied equally to the Gaza Strip. 

Parallels were drawn between Israeli policies in Galilee occupied in 
It was shown that in 

29. 
documented analysis, it was argued that, regionally and globally, the 
immediate consequences of the American-Israeli alliance was United States 
support for Israel's persistent assault upon Palestinian rights. 
repeated tolerance for Israel's truculent activities in the region had 
been demonstrated over a period of time. 

In evaluating United States policy in the Middle East, in a detailed 

A 

30. 
aspirations for self-determination and nationalisation of resources. As 
part of that core was a continuing hostility to the Palestine Liberation 
Organization which is perceived by United States policy makers as the 
cornerstone of regional and external radicalisation. 
hirope showed growing signs of pressing for its own independent approach to 
the regional crisis, including a clear commitment to Palestinian self- 
determination. 

At the core of the policy was a military response to rising regional 

In contrast, Western 

31. It was maintained that there was a strong factual basis for attributing 
to the United States responsibility for violations by Israel of the rights of 
the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza since continued 
assistance to Israel had permitted persistence in those violations, of which 
the United States was fully aware and which the administration had frequently 
criticised. 

financial 

32. Among the examples given were the United States reaction to the 
acquisition of the West Bank and Gaza and Israel's refusal to withdraw from 
those territories, as well as Israel's policy of illegal settlements in the 
occupied territories which, though condemned, could be continued because of 
the high level of funding by the United States that was indirectly used to 
finance the settlements. 
United States was in breach of its international-legal obligations towards 
the Palestinian people. 

It was held that by pursuing this policy the 
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33. 
Palestine an exception from the traditional commitment to the universal 
principle of self-determination. This inconsistency could be traced to 
Israel's standing in American thought and politics and the consequent 
essentially irreconcileable commitment of succeeding administrations to 
that country. 

There had been a long term tendency in United States policy to make 

34. 
a lso  traced, Canada's independent role in foreign policy was stressed, 
backed by well documented analysis. It was stated that Canada's interests 
in the Middle East stemmed basically from various considerations but that 
it was only in times of crisis that the situation attracted concentrated 
Canadian attention. 
pro-Israeli leaning in Canada's attitude and policies, mainly due to 
conceptions of legitimacy held by the political elite, the structure of 
interests of the Government and the views of allies, all of which basically 
pointed in the same direction and led Canadians to lose sight of the 
Palestinians as a people with an identity and national consciousness. 

The evaluation of Canadian policy on the question of Palestine was 

The view was expressed that there was a distinct 

35. 
government opinion was the strength and efficiency of a number of pro-Israel 
lobbies and pressure groups. 
a slow awakening sense of co-responsibility for the current situation in the 
area and a broadening recognition of its inequities and iniquities. 
had been a growing perception of the aims of Israel. Much of this awareness 
was the result of the intransigence-of Israel, no less than an increased 
sensitivity to the fa te  and state of the Palestinians. Slight though the 
improvement had been there were discernibly some prospects for even- 
handedness in Canada's approach to the problem of the Middle East. 
West Bank and Gaza had been identified as clearly defined territory in 
which the Palestinians had a right to a homeland. 

An important ingredient in the development of Canadian popular and 

It was noted, however, that there was in Canada 

There 

The 

36. It was noted that a possible means of alerting the North American 
public to Israel's denial of Palestinian self-determination would be to 
draw parallels between the status of Namibia and the status of Palestine. 
Both Palestine and Namibia are former League of Nations Mandates, presently 
occupied by racist regimes. 
the problem of South Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia could facilitate 
their understanding of Israel's illegal occupation. 

The alertness of the North American public to 

37. 
Nations as the framework within which a settlement of the question of 
Palestine could be found. 
effective measures to put an end to Israel's illegal occupation and policies 
and practices, and to provide a solution which respected the resolutions of 
the United Nations. The longer an equitable solution was delayed, the more 
complex and intractable became the problem. 

The Seminar traced and emphasised the important role of the United 

The organisation had a responsibility to seek 
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38. The question of Palestine fell squarely within the ambit of the United 
Nations, which inherited the problem at the very beginning of its existence. 
The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People had been mandated to draw up a programme of implementation to enable 
the Palestinians to exercise their inalienable rights. This the Committee 
had done after thorough analysis of the problem, after soliciting opinions 
from all concerned, and after having reviewed opinions previously expressed 
on the question. 

39. The Committee's recommendations have been repeatedly endorsed by the 
General Assembly but not yet implemented because of the negative vote of 
one of the permanent members in the Security Council. 

40. 
based on United Nations resolutions and international law, which would 
guarantee the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. 
still awaited, The Committee has, therefore, been authorized to promote 
implementation of its recommendations through dissemination of information 
and energetic insistence on keeping the cause of the Palestinians at the 
forefront of attention of the international community within and outside the 
United Nations. 

The Committee's recommendations advocated a just and peaceful solution 

Progress was 

41. The task had proved to be a difficult one because the adverse campaign 
of media misinformation relentlessly continued. 
to redress the distortions and misinterpretations on the issue of Palestine. 

The Committee has striven 

42. 
frequent reference. It was stressed that Israel's decision to annex 
Jerusalem and to move its capital to that City had been condemned and 
declared null and void by the international community. 
that Israel's legislation and its actions 01 Jerusalem shoULd never be 
accepted by the international community. 

The international character of the Holy City of Jerusalem attracted 

It was emphasized 

43.  
the Committee also has to monitor events and report violations as they occur. 

44. The Committee had already gathered overwhelming support within the 
United Nations behind its recommendations. 
was still awaited. The Committee appreciated that there were still some 
obstacles to be overcome, but there was a noticeable shift even in the ranks 
of those influential countries which at the present time stood on the 
sidelines. 

In view of the ongoing repression by Israel in the occupied territories, 

Action by the Security Council 

45. 
encourage positive moves which would strengthen the momentum for an equitable 
solution. 
self-determination of peoples had received a boost in the Helsinki Final Act. 
The spirit of Helsinki was universal in its scope and application. 

The Committee intended to solidify the support already gained and to 

Many encouraging statements had been noted, and the principle of 
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46. 
Palestine which was expected t o  take place not la ter  than 1984. It was 
hoped t h a t  t h a t  conference would bring concrete results by climaxing the  
search for ef fec t ive  measures which would enable the  Palestinian people 
peacefully t o  attain and exercise i t s  inalienable r igh ts .  
Nations should continue t o  make every e f for t  and engage all re la ted  agencies 
t o  help i n  t h a t  e f f o r t  - t he  achievement of an equitable,  l a s t ing  solution 
t o  the  pl ight  of the  Palestinian people. 

Reference w a s  made t o  t h e  Internat ional  Conference on t h e  Question of 

The United 

47. 
appreciation t o  the par t ic ipants ,  especially t h e  panel is ts  who had, by t h e i r  
dedication and care i n  preparing t h e i r  papers, contributed great ly  t o  the  
success of the  Seminar. 

The Seminar concluded i ts  work w i t h  an expression by the  Chairman of 
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2. STAT-T BY MR. WILLIAM B. BUFFUM, UIVDllR-SECRETARY-GENERAL 
FOR POLITICAL AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY AFFAIRS OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS OH BEEIALF OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIOHS 

It is my privilege to welcome you, on behalf of the Secretary-General, 
to the Fifth United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine and the 
first to be held on the North American continent in accordance with General 
Assembly resolution 36/120. 

In the light of the United Nations' commitment to the search for a 
solution to the problem of Palestine, it is appropriate that this Seminar 
should be held at Headquarters. 
find a just solution to the Palestine question continues to be one of the 
main preoccupations of the United Nations. 
fundamental point that has been firmly established in several United Nations 
resolutions, namely that a durable peace in the Middle East cem ultimately 
be achieved only through a comprehensive settlement covering all aspects of 
the problem including, in particular, the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

It highlights the fact that the effort to 

It also helps to emphasize a 

The eminence of the diplomats, scholars and experts gathered here to 
participate in the Seminar is impressive. 
seriousness of purpose and to the urgency attached to the need to seek an 
equitable solution to what has unfortunately proved so far to be an 
intractable problem. 
has presented a challenge not only to the United Nations but to all mankind 
for the past 35 years. However, the inability to find solutions in the 
past should not discourage us in our efforts now and in the future. In 
the knowledge that as long as the problem remains unsolved it will constitute 
a threat to international peace and security, we cannot relax for one moment 
our efforts to find a just solution. 

It is vivid testimony to the 

We are all aware that the subject under discussion 

It is for this reason that the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People was established by the thirtieth 
session of the General Assembly to draw up a programme for the implementation 
of the rights of the Palestinian people enumerated in General Assembly 
resolution 3236(~~1~). 
Committee has worked untiringly to serve its mandate under the distinguished 
chairmanship first of Ambassadors Fall and Kane and now His Excellency 
Ambassador Massamba Sarré. 
the 
wisdom and talent directing the work of this Committee. 

In spite of the complexity of its tasks, the 

I know from personal experience how fortunate 
Committee, indeed the Palestinian cause is to have a leader of his 

The Committee's efforts have helped to focus attention on the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people and given the widest possible exposure to the 
facts relating to those rights. 
Committee which has also, in keeping with its mandate, drawn up a programne 
for the implementation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. 
The repeated endorsement of those recommendations by the General Assembly and 
the renewal of the Committee's mandate each year attest to the importance 
attached by the General Assembly to the Committee's work. One aspect of that 
work is the organization of the Seminar which is just commencing. 

This has been a valuable contribution by the 
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In the past two years, four seminars have been held on this subject. 
Their success and their obvious valuable contribution to the search for 
solutions to the problem have encouraged the General Assembly to increase 
the number of seminars to three each year. The Seminar which commences 
today has amongst its panels one which deals with the role of the United 
Nations in the search for effective measures to enable the Palestinian 
people to attain and exercise their rights. 
be expressed and the suggestions that will be forthcoming in the 
discussions will be a msjor contribution to future consideration of the 
question in the United Nations, which is widely accepted as the framework 
within which a comprehensive solution has to be found. 

No doubt the views that will 

As you begin your important deliberations, I should like on behalf' 
of the Secretary-General and on my own behalf, to wish this Seminar every 
success. 
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3. STAT= BY THE CiiAIRMAaI OF TEE FIFTH UNITED NATIONS 
SEMIIVAR ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

On behalf of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People, may I welcome you to the 5th United Nations 
Seminar on the Question of Palestine. 

As you know, in convening this first North American seminar, we are 
fulfilling the mandate entrusted to us in resolution 36/120 B, adopted by 
the General Assembly at its 93rd plenary meeting on 10 December 1981. 
Previous regional seminars held during the 1980-1981 biennium at Arusha, 
Vienna, Colombo and Havana proved instructive and illuminating. 
readiness of the overwhelming majority of United Nations membership to 
vote in favour of the continuation and augmentation of such activity stands 
a8 ready testament to their value. 

The 

It is salutary that we now have the opportunity to broaden our scope 
by including North America in our programme. 
is the bounden duty of our Coimiiittee to endeavour to enlighten and mobilize 
the entirety of world opinion on a matter that persistently confronts the 
international community. That matter is, of course, the Question of 
Palestine - one that is constantly at the crux of the Middle Eastern 
instability, and remains an ever-present threat to world peace. 

I make this point since it 

The lack of a solution to the Question acceptable to all parties 
concerned, has teen up the attention of the United Nations since its 
very creation. Acceleration and intensification of conflict over the 
years has relentlessly plagued the well-being of people in the region and, 
what is more, has increasingly threatened the interest and peace of the 
entire community of nations. I believe you will concur with me when I s a y  
that it is impossible to foresee any durable peace in the Middle East, or 
any lessening of concomitant threat to international peace and security, 
without an equitable solution to the Palestinian Question. 

It is our present obligation at this Seminar to inform world opinion 
about those events that have led to the present situation. It is also our 
solemn obligation, and I use that epithet advisedly, to help avert future 
explosive confrontation. I 
it is usefül if I briefly reiterate the catalogue of action taken on the 
part of the United Nations' membership to avoid still further perpetuation 
of what can only be described as man's inhumanity to man. 

sure, therefore, you will agree with me that 

In an early attempt to resolve the Question, the General Assembly in 
1947 adopted resolution i8i( II) which recognized the right of Palestinian 
Arabs to establish an independent state side by side with that of the 
Jewish people. As we well know, only one part of that resolution was in 
fact applied. 
however, neither repudiates the validity of resolution 181( II), nor does 
it diminish the equal validity of resolution 19b(III) adopted in 1948 which 
decided that those Palestinians who wish to return to their homes as soon 
as possible and live in peace with their neighbours should be permitted to 
do so. 
unquestionable. 

Only a Jewish state came into being. That eventuality, 

The spirit and content of both these seminal resolutions remains 
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While this is so, obstacles prevented proper implementation of either 
resolution at the time of their adoption. 
have arisen that have only served to compound the severe difficulties in 
which Palestinians find themselves today. 
the following: 
states; 
which, under the terms of General Assembly resolution 181(11), is a rightful 
homeland for Palestinians; and still further, the continuing tension, if 
not actual state of war between the state of Israel and neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

Since then, still other obstacles 

By way of example, I might cite 
the unwilling dispersal of Palestinians to neighbouring 

Israel's occupation since 1.967 of the entirety of that region 

It goes without saying that none of these conditions have augured 
well for legitimate expression of Palestinian right to self-determination. 
Moreover, for many years the international community tended to confine 
consideration of the whole Palestinian question to humanitarian rather than 
to political aspects of the problem. However good-hearted and essential such 
an approach might have been, given the plight of the refugees, it was clearly 
inadequate if Palestinians were ever to assert their legitimate rights as a 
people - as many others so asserted their national right during a period of 
dccolonization that has led to increased United Nations membership. 

The turning point came in the 1970s. After some 27 years, the United 
Nations reverted to political consideration of the Palestinian question. 
1971-74, General Assembly resolution 3236( DIX) reminded the world of the 
need to implement earlier resolutions - namely, 181(II) and 194(III). 
National rights and the right of return were thus reaffirmed by the 
international community. But since it was feared that these recommendations 
might not be implemented, still further action was taken by the General 
Assembly. 
of the Palestinian People was established. 
the Committee adopted recommendations to facilitate exercise of those rights 
contained in resolution 3236( XXIX) . 

In 

In 1975, the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
Under the terms of its mandate, 

These recommendations are designed: 

(i) To facilitate in a graduated manner the exercise of the recognized 
rights of the Palestinian people, and to endorse the role of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization as their sole representative; 

(ii) To bring about a peaceful solution satisfactory to all states and 
peoples in the Middle East; 

(iii) To utilize all the latent possibilities of the United Nations for 
promoting peace and guaranteeing security in overseeing the recommended 
process of change; 

(iv) To abide strictly by international law and the relevant resolutions 
of the United Nations. 

These recommendations of the Committee have been endorsed by the 
General Assembly at each session since their first presentation in 1976. 
Despite their fundamental moral and legal authority, however, their 
implementation has been constantly blocked since the Security Council 
has been prevented from taking any decision on the matter as a result 
of exercise of veto on the part of one of its permanent members. 
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Discouraging though the formidable obstacle of a Security Council 
veto may be, the Committee has remained firm in its conviction that its 
recommendations continue to offer a sound basis for a just and lasting 
solution to the Middle Eastern problem. In consequence, at the request 
of the Committee, an emergency special session of the General Assembly 
was held in July 1980. 
the right of the Palestinian people to establish its own independent 
state and exercise its inalienable rights. 

By an overwhelming majority the Assembly endorsed 

The voting pattern on this matter was of particular interest since 
it demonstrated a significant change in attitude of several Western 
European nations. 
position was occasioned in no small w a y  by improved reporting and 
dissemination of the facts surrounding the Palestinian question. 

It may well be argued that this reassessment of 

It was an effort to counter the lack of objective reporting that led 
in 1978 to the establishment within the Secretariat of a Special Unit on 
Palestinian Rights. 
with it, the Unit has since prepared and distributed studies on the Question 
of Palestine in order to promote better understanding of the problem. 
Seminars organized by the Unit have also proved effective in contributing 
to improved public knowledge of the subject. The importance which the 
Committee attaches to the whole question of information is continually 
evidenced by the inclusion of a panel on public opinion at each of our 
regional seminars. 

Under the guidance of the Committee, and in consuitation 

The 

Our present seminar, as you know, has been preceeded by recent events 
in the occupied Syrian territory of the Golan Hights that has direct bearing 
on the Palestinian question. Such events have only served to exacerbate 
tension in the whole region. The decision of Israel to extend its laws, 
jurisdiction and administration in that occupied territory was considered to 
be tantamount to annexation and was unanimously declared "null and void and 
without international legal effect" by the Security Council in its resolution 
497 of 17 December 1981. 
rescind its decision. 

The resolution demanded therefore that Israel 

It might be recalled that such Israeli action is not without precedent. 
Israel has persistently violated the Fourth Geneva Convention of 12 August 
1949 by establishing new settlements in illegally occupied territories and 
by expelling the Mayors of Hebron and Halhoul as well as the Judge of Hebron. 
Still other events have occurred such as the Israeli annexation of Jerusalem, 
the decision to remove its capital to that city and its attack on Iraq. 

Given the course of events, and as a result of Israeli non-compliance 

At that time, because of the negative 
with resolution 497 (i98i), the Security Council attempted to take further 
action on 20 January of this year. 
vote of one permanent member, the Council failed to adopt a draft resolution 
by which - under the terms of Chapter V I 1  of the United Nations Charter - it 
would have decided that "all Member States should consider applying concrete 
and effective measures against Israel in order to nullify the Israeli 
annexation of the Syt-ian Golan Heights". 



Later, however, on 20 January 1982, the Council adopted resolution 
500 (1982) whereby an emergency special session of the General Assembly 
should be held regarding the Israeli decision and lack of will to rescind 
it. 
adopted a sweeping resolution condemning the annexation of the Golan 
Heights, recommending sanctions and urged nations to isolate Israel for its 
act of aggression. 

As a resuit, on February 5, by a vote of 86 to 21, the General Assembly 

No matter what solution is found to the specific problem of Israel's 
annexation of the Syrian Golan Heights, the substance of the problem - the 
question of Palestine will remain. The task before the Committee, and by 
extension the work of this Seminar is indeed awesome in that we have been 
entrusted by the General Assembly to help ensure that the rights of the 
Palestinians are implemented. This task is further encumbent upon us 
under the Charter of the United Nations. 

It is the expectation of the Connnittee that this Seminar will 
contribute towards better understanding of events surrounding the Palestinian 
question. 
helphil comprehension of facts that will assure Palestinians that they will 
be able to enjoy political and civil rights on their own soil. 

It is our equal expectation that our deliberations will lead to 

On behalf of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People, may I express my thanks to all who have devoted 
tine and consideration to the preparation of papers that w i l l  undoubtedly 
contribute to the success of this Seminar. 
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4. STATEMENT BY H.E. MR. N. KRISHNAiV, ACTING PRESIDWT OF 
THE UNITED RATIONS COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA 

M a y  I begin my statement by expressing the gratitude of the United 
Nations Council for Namibia for the invitation extended to it by the 
Committee to express its solidarity with the struggling people of Palestine. 

The Council for Namibia has always admired the constructive approach 
the Committee on the Ekercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People under the able and dedicated chairmanship of Ambassador Sarré, has 
shown in the discharge of its mandate with regard to .the resolution of the 
question of Palestine. The Council for Namibia believes that the problems 
in the Middle East are inextricably bound to the just solution of the 
question of Palestine; the lack of a solution to this question Vil1 
continue to aggravate tension and conflict in the Middle East as well as 
endanger international peace and security. 
in the Middle East as long as the people of Palestine are denied their 
fundamental and inalienable rights to live in freedom, peace and dignity 
in their own country. 
to the question of Palestine, which is a conditio sine qua non for everlasting 
peace in the Middle East, cannot be attained without the participation of the 
Palestinian people and their sole and authentic representative, the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 

There can be no lasting peace 

The Council for Namibia believes that a just solution 

The Council for Namibia affirms the United Nations General Assembly 
resolutions on the right of the Palestinian people to return to their homes 
and property in Palestine from which they have been uprooted and discharged 
by Israel. The right to self-determination, without external interference, 
for the Palestinian people can and should no longer be a question of debate. 
The Council is convinced that the continued denial of the just and righteous 
cause of the Palestinian people to their own homeland and state by Israel 
deprives the United Nations of attaining its cardinal goal which is the 
attainment of nationhood by all peoples under foreign and colonial domination. 
The United listions should continue to impress and insist, with all its 
authority, upon Israel the need to comply with the provisions of all its 
resolutions on the question of Palestine, and those of the General Assembly 
and Security Council since the adoption of resolution i81(11) in the 
General Assembly in 1977. The United Nations must also impress upon Israel 
the need to comply with the relevant resolutions which have designated the 
historic character of the holy city of Jerusalem, as embodied in Security 
Council resolution 476 (1980) of 30 June 1980 and 478(1980) of 20 August 1980 
which rejected the declaration of Israel that Jerusalem is its capital. 
Council for Namibia, in solidarity with the Committee on the Question of 
Palestine, condemns the policies and plans by Israel aimed at the resettlement 
of the Palestinian people outside their homeland. 
that all political initiatives and manoeuvres to arrive at a settlement of 
the Middle East question, in disregard of United Nations resolutions, are 
bound to fail. 

The 

We are strongly convinced 
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The question of Palestine, like the question of Namibia, continues to 
torment the conscience of the international community. 
Namibia believes that time is long overdue for the initiation of vigorous 
and imaginative programmes aimed at resolving these problems without delay. 
Like the question of Namibia, the question of Palestine has been on the 
agenda of the United Nations General Assembly since its inception, yet the 
solution thereof continues to elude us. 
people and the turmoil in those respective areas, a ïas ,  are growing day by 
day. 

The Council for 

Meanwhile, the sufferings of the 

In Namibia, the racist South African regime continues to perpetrate 
its brutalities against the people, bent on subjugating them into submission 
and into acceptance of its illegal colonial occupation of the territory and 
imposition of its horrendous policies of apartheid. 
national community to reverse this trend continue to encounter the arrogant 
intransigence of the facist regime of South Africa. 

Efforts by the inter- 

With regard to the implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (19781, 
the responsibility for the present deadlock rests clearly with South Africa 
which has consistently blocked a l l  efforts aimed at finding a solution for 
the implementation of this resolution. 
acceptable basis for a peaceful transition to Namibia's independence. 

This resolution constitutes the only 

The Council for Namibia strongly believes that the Western Five have 
an important role to play by virtue of their special relationship to exert 
pressure on South Africa. 

In this connexion, we would caution the Western Five not to give 
South Africa the opportunity to reopen negotiations on issues on which full 
agreement has already been reached and not to engage in anything that can 
be interpreted by South Africa as being supportive of its intransigent 
position in the negotiating process. 

South Africa, like Israel, must begin to realize that the path which 
they have elected to follow in their conduct of international relations is 
indurious to the maintenance of international peace and security. 
that South Africa and Israel conform their behaviour to the norms universally 
accepted by the international community. They stand isolated and condemned 
for their continued defiance of world opinion. 
own higher interests and remain intransigent in refusing to comply with the 
call of the United Nations, effective means will have to be found to compel 
them to do so. 

We demand 

If they do not recognize their 

The writing is on the wall. Neither Israel - nor South Africa - can 
afford to ignore it any longer. 
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5 .  MESSAGE OF AMBASSADOR MAITAMA-SULE, CHAIRMAN OF 
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE AGAINST APARTHEID 

First and foremost, Mr. Chairman, I should like to convey to you the 
sincere gratitude of the Special Committee against Apartheid for the invitation 
to take part in this important seminar on the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people. On behalf of Ambassador Maitama-Sule, Chairman of the 
Special Committee, who is unfortunately prevented from attending by prior 
commitments, I have the pleasure to extend to the Committee on the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian,People, through yourself, our 
deep appreciation and warmest congratulations. The excellent preparatory work 
done by that Committee will ensure from the outset that the seminar is a 
complete success. 

It is easy for us, the members of the Special Committee against Apartheid 
to identify with the struggle of the Palestinian people. We are greatly 
predisposed to such an attitude by our experience of fighting against the 
ruthless policy and practices of repression and aggression of an inhuman 
régime. That is why we are anxious t o  reaffirm once again our unflagging 
commitment to the defence of the right of all peoples, whatever their race 
or religion, to self-determination and independence. 

The despicable policy of apartheid inflicted by the racist régime of 
South Africa on the country's black majority is at present the major problem 
in southern Africa. Similarly, after more than three decades, the crux of 
the conflict in the Middle East remains Israel's persistent denial of the 
legitimate right of the Palestinian Arab people to self-determination and 
independence. 

The two problems are not as different as they may appear at first sight. 
Their underlying causes are to be found in the flagrant and persistent violation 
of the principles and norms of international law and the United Nations Charter, 
taking the concrete form of depriving oppressed peoples of their inalienable 
rights. 
not only of the regions directly involved but of the whole world. 

These abnormal situations pose grave threats to the peace and security 

The United Nations has affirmed time and again that the necessary 
conditions for a just and lasting settlement of the Middle East conflict are 
that Israel withdraw from the occupied territories, including Jerusalem, and 
that the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people be respected. That 
includes the right to self-determination and the right to establish a State 
under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

It is therefore deplorable that the continued efforts of the international 
community to achieve a peaceful solution of the Palestinian question have not 
so far yielded any positive results, owing to the defiant attitude taken by 
Israel. 
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That country's annexationist policy needs no lengthy comment. In 1967, 
it conquered the last remaining part of Palestine, placing a million and a 
half Palestinians under repressive military occupation and administration. 
More recently, apart from its annexation of eastern Jerusalem in July 1980, 
Israel last December promulgated the law extending its jurisdiction to the 
Syrian Golan Heights. 
of Article 39 of the United Nations Charter and General Assembly resolution 
3314 (XXIX). Furthermore, Israel is continuing in the occupied territories 
to apply measures which violate the fourth 1949 Geneva Convention relative to 
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, in a spirit of defiance 
against United Nations resolutions and decisions. 

That was a flagrant act of aggression under the terms 

There can be little doubt that these brazen acts only aggravate an 
already difficult situation, thus making the possibility of a peaceful negotiated 
solution to the Middle East turmoil more remote. 

An important point which cannot be ignored is the Organization's slowness 
in finding the required solution to the Palestinian problem. 
challenge to the credibility and capacity of the United Nations in discharginR 
its fundamental responsibilities, which is to say the maintenance of international 
peace and security. 
of their responsibilities on the part of the great Powers, Members of the United 
Nations. 
on 20 January to adopt the Jordanian draft resolution, as a result of the 
exercise of a right of veto. 
by all Member States of concrete and effective measures against Israel with a 
view to achieving the repeal of the legislation, in any event null and void, 
relating to the annexation of the Syrian Golan Heights. 

This is a maJor 

I would venture to say that this situation is due to evasion 

The most recent example of this was the failure of the Security Council 

That draft resolution called for the application 

Similarly, the Security Council found itself last year unable to condemn 
the massive aggression committed by South African military forces against Angola 
and to institute symbolic action in response, as proposed on 31 August 1.981 by 
the non-aligned countries, owing to the veto exercised by the same permanent 
member. 

The tendency of the United Nations to be impotent in the face of our 
problems cannot fail to whet the appetite of these two countries and to entrench 
them in their attitude of defiance. 

With that in mind, it is supremely important to monitor Israel's close 
collaboration with South Africa with the greatest possible vigilance. 
Special Committee against Apartheid vehemently and consistently condemns Israel's 
collaboration with the racist régime of South Africa, in flagrant violation of 
the pertinent United Nations resolutions. That collaboration, involving 
economic, financial, commercial, cultural, sports ,  military and nuclear matters, 
encourages the South African régime in its criminal apartheid policy and represents 
an obstacle to the international community's endeavours to eradicate that odious 
practice. 

The 

The nuclear capability which the two countries have acquired and the 
growing strength of their alliance expose the international community to the 
gravest dangers, and the risk of a generalized conflagration is looming ever 
larger. 
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gain st Apart h id and the Committee on the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People have similar objectives: 
to promote the exercise by the peoples concerned of their right to self- 
determination. 
once more to express unreserved support to the Committee on the Exercise of 
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People in the fulfilment of its mandate. 

Accordingly, the Special Committee against Apartheid would like 

We should, without further delay, take the initiatives which are necessary 
to restore the credibility and effectiveness of our Organization. 
ado, therefore, our present approach must be rectified so as to enable the 
United Nations to respond to the hopes which the international community has 
placed in it from the time of its foundation. 

Without more 

In conclusion, I should like to wish the seminar and all those taking 
part in it the greatest possible success, in the confidence that it will 
achieve the desired results. It will, above all, help to give fresh impetus 
to the world-wide campaign in support of the just struggle to restore to the 
Palestinian people its inalienable rights. 
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6 .  STATHEFT BY H.E. MR. FRANK OWEN ABDULLAII, 
CHAI- OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF =-FOUR 

On behalf of the Special Committee of 24 on Decolonization, I wish to 
thank the Conmittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People for having organized this important seminar on the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. 
attach great significance to the mobilization of international opinion towards 
the attainment of the objectives of the United Nations on the question of 
self-determination for all peoples under alien and colonial domination. 
are profoundly aware that world public opinion is a powerful weapon in the 
stniggle against injustice, oppression and alien and colonial domination. 
It therefore gives me great satisfaction to join in this effort to enlighten 
and mobilize international opinion on the question of Palestine before such 
an influential and broadly representative gathering assembled here today. 

We, in the Special Committee, 

We 

The decision of the General Assembly under which this Seminar is being 
held clearly confirms the intensified commitment of the international 
community to the just cause of the Palestinian people and to the attainment 
of their inalienable rights. Despite our Organization's continuing efforts 
over the past three decades in the search for a peaceful and just solution 
for all the nations and peoples of the region, progress made thus far falls 
far short of our objectives. 

As we are well aware, the situation in the region continues to 
constitute a crisis which bears the explosive pctential of a conflict that 
would seriously endanger international peace and security. 
relevant in this context to recall that the General Assembly has repeatedly 
called for the iull and speedy exercise by the Palestinian people for their 
right to self-determination without external interference and to national 
independence and sovereignty, as well as their right to return to their home 
and property froma which they have been displaced and uprooted. 

It is particularly 

While the Palestinian question continues to be one of the most complex, 
difficult and demgerous issues facing this Organization, this should not 
discourage the international conmiunity in its search for a just solution to 
the problem. On the contrary, our commitment to the goal as set forth in a 
number of related resolutions of the United Nations must be reinforced with a 
grave sense of urgency. 

It is in this sense that the international community is being called 
upon today to make a positive and significant contribution and in so doing, 
to ensure that no action be taken which would so exacerbate the situation, 
that a just settlement would be rendered more difficult to achieve. 

Before concluding, I should like to acknowledge with appreciation the 
very important work carried out by the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People under the outstanding and 
dedicated leadership of Ambassador Sarré of Senegal. 
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I wish also to express my thanks to you, Mr. Chairman, and to all 
the members of the Committee for the kind invitation extended to me to take 
part in this Seminar. 

It is my confident hope that the holding of this Seminar would take 
us a step closer to the fulfilment by the Organization of its obligations 
to the Palestinian people. 
to the organizing Committee iay best wishes for a successrul outcome of your 
deliberations. 

I therefore extend to you, Mr. Chairman, axd 
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7. MESSAGE OF MR. YMSER ARAFAT, CHAIRMAN, MECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, and in the name of our Palestinian people, I wish to extend 
to you our greetings and a message of goodwill. 

It gives me great pleasure to address this Fifth Seminar on the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, convened this week in 
conformity vith a decision of the General Assembly of the United Nations with 
only three negative votes. 
organization of a seminar in North America; and your Committee considered 
Chicago as the venue. It is lamentable that the Government of the United 
States of America decided not to accept the decision of the General Assembly 
and refused to grant permission to the United Nations Special Committee to 
convene the Seminar outside the United Nations Headquarters district as this 
"would be contrary to the policy of the United States concerning the Committee 
itself, the mandate of which the United States believes shouïd be terminated". 

The General Assembly decided to call for the 

The positive response by such a great number of prominent personalities 
in North America - both in Canada and in the United States - is very 
significant, reassuring and confirms our belief and knowledge that the 
peoples of the United States and Canada wish to understand better the just 
cause of the Palestinian people. I am confident that the deliberations of 
this Seminar will have a positive impact on the understanding of the Question 
of Palestine and the plight and struggle of the Palestinian people to attain 
and freely exercise its inalienable rights. 
will also expose the racist policies and practices of the Israeli forces 
occupying our Palestinian homeland. 

At the same time, the Seminar 

Indeed, United Nations records demonstrate that Israel has no respect 
for resolutions, decisions and recommendations of the Security Council and 
the General Assembly and much less for the principles of the Charter, the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, international conventions and 
internatinnal law. 

Israel persists in its policies and practices of oppression and 
violations of human rights - the faculty and students of the educational 
institutions, Bir Zeit, Bethlehem, the Fellaheen, the Palestinian peasants 
and farmers thirst more and more as a result of Israel "stealing" their 
water not only for irrigation but also drinking water. These are but some 
manifestations of acts of state-terrorism against our people under 
occupation. 
rights - rights recognized by the overwhelming vast majority of governments, 
political groups, parties, professional and popular organizations all  over 
the world. 

The only offence committed by our people is asserting their 
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It is evident that conferences, resolutions and seminars have not made 
it more possible for our people to exercise their inalienable rights including 
their right to return to their homes and property from which they were uprooted, 
their right to self-determination and their right to establish their independent 
state on their own historic soil. 
values the international resolutions and recommendations which support its 
just cause, condemn Israeli occupation, aggression and racial oppression. 
Resolutions which call for - nay demand - the termination of such occupation, 
aggression and racial oppression. 
step towards the realization of the rights of Palestinians and their 
aspirations. 

Nevertheless, the Palestinian people greatly 

Such resolutions constitute an important 

The achievements of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People under your able leadership, a son of 
liberated Africa and the representative of the friendly country and people 
of Senegal, and the joint efforts of the members of the Committee are more 
reason for our faith and confidence in the efficacy of the United Nations. 
The programme of implementation recommended by the Committee and endorsed 
by the overwhelming majority of the members of the United Nations is a 
positive and constructive step on the road to peace through the recognition 
and respect for the inalienable rights of our people. 
Palestinian people confront Zionist occupation and policies by all means - 
legitimate means sanctioned by the international community. 

However, the 

While the position of the Government of the United States remains 
unchanged in its hostility and denial of the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people, including their right to choose and designate their 
representative - the Palestine Liberation Organization - which is 
internationally recognized and given a status in this Organization of the 
United Nations, while the Government of the United States pursues its policies 
of limitless and unconditional support to Israel to continue and escalate its 
aggression against our people in occupied Palestine and those in the refugee 
camps particularly in South Lebanon, while the administration in Washington 
maintains a constant, we note with satisfaction and esteem the growing concern 
and understanding and support our cause is receiving from prominent 
personalities as shown in your participation in this Seminar. The remarks 
of former presidents of the United States, the comments and analysis by 
ex-senior members of the administration, the coverage by the media are 
indicators of a better understanding and for a more constructive comprehensive 
approach to achieve peace through a just and comprehensive solution based on 
a just solution of the question of Palestine in a l l  its aspects particularly 
the human aspect and the return of the Palestinians to their homes and an end 
to the miserable status as stateless refugees, and also the aspect of political 
rights primarily the right to self-determination in our own homeland, 
Palestine. We are also encouraged that responsible United States citizens 
consider "all these remarks and comments are indicative of a growing view 
within the United States that peace could not be made without bringing the 
Palestinians into the game, and that this could not be done without the 
Palestine Liberation Organization. 
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The administration in Washington has tried a bilateral approach between 
Egypt and Israel and in an attempt to disregard the Palestinian people and 
the Palestinian dimension. The Camp David approach has not achieved peace 
or a solution. The failure was and remains inevitable since the heart of 
the issue or the conflict remains the question of Palestine and the fate and 
future of the Palestinian people and the Palestinian territory. 

We are confident that the distinguished participants in this United 
Nations Seminar will contribute and help in a constructive way.  

We wish you all the best and every success. 

Revolution until victory. 
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8. PAPERS PRESE.NTED AT THE SEMINAR 
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SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE 
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION ( PLO) 

Khaled Abu Kudayb 

Ever since its establishment in 1964, and especially since the late 
i96Os, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) has an increasing 
reponsibility in the social, as well as other, fields of the Palestine 
revolution. 
identity, and the harsh living conditions of the Palestinians, following 
the establishment of Israel in 1948 and the consequent dispersal of the 
Palestinian people, made it, among other things, even more urgent for them 
to organize in trade unions. On the other hand, massive military attacks 
upon Palestinian forces and civil populations, together with mass arrests 
of militants and ordinary Palestinians l/, necessitated the establishment 
and/or development of certain institutions to take care of martyrs' and 
prisoners families. Providing employment for Palestinian workers, who 
usually suffer from restrictions imposed upon their mobility and work, is 
still another, though perhaps a less significant consideration behind 
the founding of some industrial and handicraft enterprises. Furthermore, 
education conditions of the Palestinian people and the awareness of the 
PLO of these conditions gave birth to a number of educational institutions. 

The danger of the effacement of the Palestinian national 

To these three kinds of social institutions (trade unions, social care, 
and industrial and handiwork), the PLO has contributed greatly, in one way 
or another. Furthermore, individual resistance organizations of the PLO 
have participated, in varying degrees, to this important field of social 
activity. The following is an account of the major social institutions of 
the PLO. 

Popular Organization (Unions) 

These include the General Union of Palestinian Students (established 
in 19591, the General Union of Palestinian Teachers (1969) ,  the General 
Union of Palestinian Artists (19691, the General Union of Palestinian 
Writers and Journalists (i966), the General Union of' Palestinian Doctors 
and Pharmacists (1974), the General Union of Palestinian Lawyers (1971.1, 
the General Union of Palestinian Engineers (1973), the General Ilnion of 
Palestinian Workers and the General Union of Palestinian Women (1965). g/ 

These organizations play, under the umbrella of the ?LO, ti significant 
role in the mobilization of the different sectors of the Palestinian peonle 
and in the preservation of its national identity. They are represented in 
the Palestinian National Council and obtain the support of the PLO in 
different ways. 
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Furthermore, some of these unions perform strictly social fbctions. 
The General Union of Palestinian Women, for example, is responsible for 
the Home of Martyrs' Children and the Steadfastness House for Children. 
The Union also has twelve vocational centers for females/ 
three in Syria, two in Jordan and one in Kuwait. 

The Steadfastness House for Children (Beit al-SumÜd) 

six in Lebanon, 

It was founded in 1976 in Beirut. 
Palestinian Women responded to the pressing problem of hundreds of Palestinian, 
Lebanese and other Arab children orphaned, following the fall of the refugee 
camp of Tal al-Za'tar to the Phalangist Party and its allies, 
became the responsibility of the Union. And specialists in the field of child 
welfare were commissioned to design a substitute caring family environment 
for these child victims. 

At the time the General Union of 

These children 

When it was officially established in 1977, it had 80 children, but the 
number is now 216. 
age groups, guided and cared for by a substitute mother who lives with them 
and shares all their activities. 
treatment for the children to adapt themselves to the planned programme, a 
programme of education and activities is being carried on now by the House, 
with emphasis on vocational training. a/ 
The Association of Workshops for the Sons of Palestinian Martyrs (Samëd) 

They live in families of seven or eight from different 

Following the first stage of psychological 

The idea of Sam& was first born in 1970 in Jordan, when the Women's 
sector of the Palestine National Liberation Movement (Fateh) began, together 
with the Movement's Institution for Social Affairs, to supervise and develop 
the then existing rehabilitation centers of sewing and embroidery. Moved to 
Lebanon in the early 1970s and licensed by the Lebanese Interior Ministry on 
15 November 1973, it now represents the Revolution's recognized and independent 
social and economic arm. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 .  

6 .  

7. 

S k e d  has the following objectives: 41 

Rehabilitation of the Sons of Martyrs of the Revolution and securing 
employinent opportunities for them. 

Securing employment opportunities for Palestinians in general. 

Creating material grounds for ensuring the continued existence of 
Palestinian grouping, inside and outside their homeland. 

Providing Palestinian grouping with different products, at reasonable 
prices. 

Preserving Palestinian folklore and making it as widely known as possible. 

Building the nucleus of a Palestinian economy, entitled to achieve self- 
sufficiency for the Revolution, and to serve as a model for the future 
economy of an independent Palestine. 

Sustaining economic relations with sisterly Arab and friendly countries 
as well as world democratic political parties. 
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The activities of Shed currently cover three major sectors : industrial, 
cinema and agricultural production, in addition to the commercial sector. 
The industrial sector includes 35 production units, distributed among 12 
branches ranging from manual handicraft to fully mechanized industries. 
The cinema sector has so far produced the following documentary films: 
"The Key", "The Day of the Land", and an educational film on Preventive 
Medicine. The agricultural sector sponsors agricultural enterprises in 
Guinea Conakry, Guinea Bissau, Somalia, Sudan and Syria. 
section deals with the importation/marketing of all needs/products of the 
different (production) branches, and the strengthening of ties of co-operation 
with the countries concerned. 21 

The commercial 

Sbed employs h,500 workers, 69 per cent of whom are female, and has 
so far trained about 20,000 of both sexes. $/ Shed has achieved successive 
benefits for its workers, according to its belief that the workers are 
partners in the work and the responsibility. The workers are represented in 
the revolutionary union committees elected by the workers themselves, as well 
as in Sbed's administrative board, the executive council and the industrial 
production council. S&ed offers social and health welfare for its workers. 

Institution for Social Affairs and Care of Martyrs' Families 

The Institution was first founded in 1965 by Fateh to provide social 
protection for families of the Movement's militants. With time, however, 
its protection was extended to include families of the freedom fighters of 
all Resistence groups, and even of civilians killed in Israeli attacks 
against Palestinian and Arab population. 

The activities of the Institution include: I/ 
1. Provision of regular/bccasional aid, in cashjlrind; 

2. Provision of medical services; 

3 .  Provision of education for the children; 

4. Provision of vocational training; 

5. Care of the wounded and disabled; 

6. Combatting illiteracy. 

The Institution has opened a number of vocational rehabilitation 
centers in each of Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Kuwait. It has also sponsored 
training and rehabilitation courses in sewing and knitting, embroidery and 
typewriting, and the female graduates were provided either with employment 
in Shed or with the machines necessary for home industries. Centers for 
illiteracy elimination have been also founded by the Institution. 81 
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The Palestinian Red Crescent Society 9 /  - 
The Palestinian Red Crescent Society was established in the beginning 

of the year 1969. 

The Palestinian Red Crescent Society in Lebanon owns 9 hospitals with 
a capacity of 600 beds. 

It also runs a clinic in every Palestinian refugee camp, and a number of 
other specialized clinics and laboratories for the making of artificial limbs. 

In order to close the gap i n  the number of expert hands trained 
in these fields, the Society established a training school to train male 
and female nurses and assistant pharmacists and laboratory technicians and 
X-Ray specialists. 

The Society also established three schools for training young men and 
women in secretarial work and sewing arts. 
girls at their homes through providing them with small capital in the form of 
cloth and threads, for the making of folklore dresses, which after completion 
are bought and resold through social exhibitions held for that purpose. 

It also has proErammes to employ 

- The Open University 

Young Palestinians face a number of problems inasfar as obtaining 
university education is concerned; 

- A l 1  Palestinian Universities are in Israeli-occupied territories. 
Hence, they could be closed or harassed by the occupant power under 
one or another pretext. 

- Around 60 per cent of the 42,000 Palestinian students at high school 
level cannot afford university expenses. 

- The quality of education a Palestinian student n o w  obtains does not 
take into account the national identity, culture, or needs of the 
Palestinian people. 

Aware of these problems, the PLO has adopted a plan for a Palestinian 
open university, scheduled to be implemented starting next April. It i s  
estimated that the university’s first academic year would begin in Spring hg84 
and the number of students would reach in four years about h5,OOO. lo/ 
-- Youth and Club Scout Institution 

The Institution aims at “the rearing of a new generation of Palestinian 
and the social psychological and children from 6 to 16 years of age; 

physical health of the child. One of the most important aims is to develop 
the capabilities of youth in order to fulfill the creation of a democratic, 
secular state in Palestine; to understand human rights and to establish 
international peace based on justice and equality“. =/ 
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The educational programme of this institution consists of civic and 
national education, social education, physical education, civil defence 
and art and hobbies. 

Other Institutions - 
These include institutions affiliated with individual Resistance 

organizations, e.g., the Chassan Kanafani Cultural Foundation and the 
Palestinian Youth Organization of the Popular Front fo r  the Liberation 
of Palestine, the Democratje Youth Organization (Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine), afid Association Xajdeh. 

These institutions contribute to t h e  o v e r a l l  social effort of  the ?LO, 
some of them (which have multifarious functions! hy directing parts of 
their activities to the social sphere, and others (which work purely in 
the area of social welfare) by concentrating aL1 their efforts on a specific 
group or sector of the Palestinian people. 
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NOTES 

1. 

2.  

3 .  

4. 

5.  

6. 

7. 

8. 

According t o  one estimate, about 250,000 of the Palest in ians 
i n  the 1967 occupied te r r i t o r i es -have  been j a i l e d  f o r  varying 
periods. A. Kapeliuk, Al-Hamishrnar, 5/6/1981 

For d e t a i l s ,  see Nabila B r e i r ,  "A Note on the Socio-Cultural 
l n s t i  t u t i ons  o f  the Palest ine L ibe ra t i on  Organization (PLO)", 
(an unpublished paper submitted t o  the Economic Commission 
f o r  Western Asia (ECWA) , 1979, pp 2-7. 

Palest ine (PLO Informat ion B u l l e t i n ) ,  Be i ru t ,  Vol., 8, No.l., 
January 1982, p.86 

Nabi 1 Badran, "Al-Mulassasat A l - i n t a j  iyyah F i  Al-Thawrah A l -  
F i  1astiniyyah"-(Productive I n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  the Palest in ian 
Revolut ion),  Samed A l - l q t i s à d i ,  Bei ru t ,  V01.2., No.12., January 
1980, p.34. 

For b e t a i l s ,  see Muhammed Shayur, "Samed Al-Tajrubah wa al-Turnih 
f i  'Amiha al-Than! 'Ashar". (See! a f t e r  Twelve Years: Experience 
and Ambit ions), Samed a l - l q t i s a d i ,  Bei ru t ,  Vol .5, No. 36., January 
1982, pp.98-232. 

Ab; a l - ' A l a ,  D i  reçtor-General of-Samed, i n  an in terv iew held 
by Samir Ayyub, Sarned a l - l q t i s a d i ,  Be i ru t ,  Vol.5, N0.36., 
January 1982, pp. 27, 42. 

Fateh Year Book (1969), p.59, ( i n  Arabic) .  

For d e t a i l s ,  see l n t i s a r  al-Wazir, "Rehabi l i ta t ion Centers of 
the I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  Social A f f a i r s " ,  i n  the papers o f  the Seminar 
on I l l i t e r a c y  E l im ina t i on  and Vocational Training, held by the 
Higher Council foi- l l l i t c r o c y  El iminat ion an:! the General Union 
o f  Palest in ian Women, December 21, 1981 ( i n  Arabic) .  

9. Interview w i t h  S .  Ayyub, Head of Section o f  Informat ion a t  the 
Society, August 1978, GS i n  N. E r e i r ,  -- o p - c i t . ,  p.10. 

10. For the l a s t  ten years o r  so, PLO runs a h igh school i n  Kuwait. 

11. A r t i c l e  I I  of the I n s t i t u t i o n ' s C o n s t i t u t i o n .  
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CANADIAN MASS MEDIA AND THE MIDDLE EAST 

R.T. Naylor 

It has become a truism that, with the reactivation of the Cold 
War and the reescalation of the nuclear arms race, the 1.980s will be 
the most dangerous decade in human history. Political flashpoints 
abound in the contemporary world, and their number is likely to 
increase. But of the multitude of trouble spots, actual and potential, 
it will not be Namibia or El Salvador o r  even Poland that will cause 
the great Powers to push the nuclear button and incinerate the human 
race. The area that holds out the greatest danger for the next decade 
is precisely that which has held the greatest danger for the last three - 
the Middle East. 
and despite the massive outpouring of words ostensibly dealing with 
the situation in the Middle East, through every conceivable medium, 
the level of public ignorance in North America of the true origins 
and actual dimensions of the problem remains appalling. 
information controls the public consciousness, thus precluding rational 
discussion and political mobilization within North America around 
precisely the foreign policy issue that most demands rational 
discussion and political mobilization. 
perpetuating this sorry and dangerous state of affairs rests with 
the North American mass media whose portrayal of the region and its 
political problems has been nothing short of scandalous. 

Yet despite the evident danger to mankind's survival, 

Myth- 

The responsibility for 

The Root of the Problem 

The task of off-setting and, eventually, reversing the damage 
done to the public interest by the North American mass media is an 
enormous and an urgent one. It is rendered all the more difficult, 
but not for that reason less urgent, when account is taken of the 
broader social and cultural factors conditioning public understanding, 
or misunderstanding, of the Middle East. 
political upheavals that have torn apart Middle Eastern societies and 
brought the world to the brink of super-Power conflict time after time 
since the second world war, is the question of Palestine. 
North American public rarely perceives the moral or political necessity 
of a resolution to the question of Palestine. 
it see the outrages being committed daily against the people of 
Palestine, and the denial of their human and national rights, as 
worthy objects of their concern. 
information, though that is bad enough. Even if the flow of hard 
fact through the mass media could be greatly enhanced, public opinion 
in North America would remain largely oblivious. 
developments that would produce mass moral outrage if perpetrated 
anywhere else in the world against any other people, bring a shrug of 
indifference in North America when directed against Palestinians. 
bizarre situation exists because the question of Palestine has been 
caught up inextricably in the North American consciousness with three 
other powerful influences conditioning public opinion. 

The central issue in the 

But the 

Even more rarely does 

It is -- not just a lack of factual 

Incidents and 

This 
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The first, and most general, is that the United States and 
Canada are "new" societies of European settlement, with a ltcowboy and 
Indian" attitude deeply instilled in the public mind by films, folklore, 
fables and history books. The result is an intrinsic propensity to 
sympathize with parallel situations where white settler civilization 
is seen as pitted against the "natives" in its struggle to tame the 
wilderness or make the deserts bloom. 

The second, and more particular, is the historical antipatny of 
the Occident to the Orient, a factor often overlooked in the past 
decade when the global conflict paradigm was perceived more in terms 
of North versus South. But the conflict of Occident and Orient is 
even more powerful, rooted as it is in several centuries of historical 
experience. To understand this deep and complex phenomenon, it is 
important not to lose sight of the remarkable degree to which western 
cultural and commercial advance since the Renaissance, was conceived 
of in Jealous emulation of the Arab East, and actuated at its expense. 
Given the long history of political, economic and indeed military 
conflict, the West has always had its Islamic "bad guy" to colour 
its popular culture - be it Salah Ad-Din, throwing the Crusaders 
out of Palestine; or the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman, banging on the 
gates of Vienna; 
ships out of the Mediterranean; or, in more recent times, a Khomeini 
or a Qadhaffi, brandishing the so-called "oil weapon"; 
culmination and personification of the western world's current 
prejudices and fears, the image of the Palestinian guerrilla, wrapped 
in his kefiah, with Kalishnikov in hand, threatening to bring 
international civil aviation to a standstill. Thus the Palestinians 
are, on one level, simply the latest of a long series of victims of 
a process of racial and religious vilification in the West that has 
deep historical roots. 
Christians is, of course, rarely if ever mentioned in the North 
American media). 

or the bhrbary pirates, chasing English and French 

or, as the 

(That 20 per cent of Palestinians are 

The third maJor conditioning influence in North American 
perceptions of the Middle East is the resurgence of Cold War hysteria - 
which has recently taken an especially insane dimension with the 
enunciation of the doctrine of limited nuclear war. A Cold War 
consciousness is a particularly powerful component of the North 
American mass culture. Hence the perception of the importance of the 
strategic alliance of the United States with Israel as an instrument 
for containing the spread of Soviet influence. It suffices often to 
just assert that an independent Palestinian state would be a satellite 
of the Soviet Union and the principle of self-determination of nations, 
for which American leaders have always professed to stand, can be put 
on the political back-burner. Thus, Palestine is, or at least has 
become, in a sense, simply another tool in the game of nations in which 
morality is always shunted aside when it conflicts, as it usually does, 
with the demands of global realpolitik. The fact that it is precisely 
the United State's uncritical and blanket endorsement of an expansionist 
Zionist state that historically has given the Soviet Union scope to expand 
its influence in the Middle East goes conveniently ignored. 
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The result of these three conditioning influences - the latent, 
and often overt racism of North American popular culture; 
of centuries of fear of, a n d  hostility towards Islam and the Arab 
world; and the politics of super-power hegemonism - in conjunction 
with a flagrantly biased media coverage, is to convey to the average 
North American, an image of Arab terrorism and Islamic Fanaticism, 
usually depicted as marching arm in arm with the International 
Communist Conspiracy, on a Jihad intent on destroying the moral and 
economic foundations of some imaginary construct called Judeo-Christian 
Civilization. This is what the North American mass media would call 
"news"; and it is as typical of the Canadian mass media as it is of 
the American ones. 

the legacy 

The Image of ïslam 

To understand the North American attitude towards Palestinians 
and their struggles, it is necessary to look far beyond the question 
of Palestine. For the antipathy of the North American to the 
Palestinian is simply a variant on the general theme of hostility 
towards the Arab World at large, and to Islam beyond and embracing it. 
Tndeed, North American attitudes towards Palestine cannot even be 
dissociated from those towards Iran - partly because it would be a 
surprise to most North Americans, including the majority of Canadian 
Journalists, to learn that Iranians are .-- not Arabs; partly because 
their common 'tlslamicll character, albeit that in theological terms, 
Palestinians and Iranians in general are very far apart; but mainly 
because the mass media, under the influence of Cold War ideology and 
a Zionist propaganda campaign, have insisted on making a political 
link between the Palestinian national movement and the current 
irani= régime. To take but one example, the CTV national news 
picked an auspicious day on which to perpetrate the fable that the 
Popular and Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine was 
responsible for the takeover of the American embassy in Teheran. 
Citing an impeccably objective source, the CIA, it made the announce- 
ment on the very day the United Nations had declared a day of inter- 
national solidarity with the Palestinian people. Needless to say 
that latter piece of information was not reported. 

-I- 

The upshot is that, for better or, more often for worse, the 
image of Islam, including that of the :ranian Revolution, as portrayed 
by the Canadian mass media and as perceived by the Canadian public, 
is vital to shaping its consciousness of the question of Palestine. 
And the image of Islam as portrayed by the Canadian mass media can 
be best illustrated with the following example: 

On 14 February 1982,  the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) 

As the title aptly shows, the overall effect of the 
presented in its prime time M a n  Alive series, a programme entitled 
"Iran's Holy War". 
programme, was to convey to the audience the impression that Iranians 
and, by inference, Moslems in general, do not work, sleep, eat, think, 
make love or engage in any other normal human activity, so busy are 
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they praying, fighting, and plotting the downfall of modern western 
civilization. The opening line of the show's commentary was nothing; 
less than "the call from the minaret is the call for Jihad" which it 
explained as meaning "Holy War". Apart from the simple fact that the 
actual call heard from the minaret was nothing but the standard call 
to prayer, apart from the absurdity of supposing Jihad would actually 
be proclaimed from a minaret, apart from the distortion of the meaning 
of Jihad as a necessarily military event, and apart from the failure 
to point out that Jihad is- regarded as a sacred dsty by only a minority 
school among Islamic jurists, the programme went on to achieve even 
dizzier heights of fantasy by describing Iranians as possessed of a 
"fanatical determination to carry out God's will" and as being "bent 
on Jihad against the entire secular modern world". It also managed 
to misrepresent the Iranian policy as "the world's newest theocracy", 
completely misunderstanding the Iranian constitution and the role of 
Ayatollah Khomeini in it. The programme was, of course, liberally 
laced with images of blood-thirsty mobs and mass executions. 

Three themes stand out from the programme : the image of the 

and the link between religious 
Moslem, particularly the Shi's, as a religious fanatic; the 
association of Islam with violence; 
belief and an alleged desire for a return to medieval social and 
economic conditions. These three themes are reiterated frequently 
in the Canadian mass media, in lieu of actual political analysis and 
factual reporting. 

As to the constant emphasis on the religious fanaticism of the 
Moslem, particularly the Shi'a, together with the latter's alleged 
propensity to seek martyrdom, one cannot but be struck by the double 
standard. No one describes the sincere conviction of the Pope, or even 
of the last President of the United States, that their policy actions 
are guided by religious belief, as evidence of "fanaticism". 
Canadian history books, there are an abundance of eulogies to the 
valour of Jesuit priests who penetrated the wilderness of North 
American dzliberately seeking martyrdom in pursuit of their twin 
earthly goals - of winning converts to the One True Faith and of 
winning control of the North American fur trade for the French empire. 
Their behaviour is comprehensive and laudable; that of 'Iranians who 
sacrificed themselves for the overthrow of one of the most inhuman and 
repressive political régimes to blight this century is simply 
"fanatical". 
when religious fundamentalism is also on the rise among Christians and 
Jews, but without the mass media pundits indulging in snide and phony 
urbanity at their expense. 

And in 

The double standard is particularly striking at a time 

Another favourite exercise of the Canadian mass media is the 
association of Islam with acts of violence, especially if they can be 
sensationalized with appropriately loaded language. Thus, CTV, 
Canada's largest private network, on its national news on 25 October 1?81, 
following the Sadat assassination - whi.ch it, of course, imputed solely 
to religious fanaticism on the part of his opponents - actually described 
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running gun battles in Cairo between police and some phenomenon it 
described as "underground Moslems"! As to j u s t  what bizarre species 
of creature this would be, CTV never enlightened the audience, leaving 
them with the impression that it was somewhat akin to a Satan-worshipping 
troglodyte - an impression suitably heightened when the very next item 
on the news featured a former Hungarian political prisoner describing 
his experiences in beatiqq off rats in his cell. Another example of 
this same sensation hunting by the media occurred when Canada's 
largest circulation daily newpaper, the Toronto Star (10 October 1980) , 
proudly displayed a picture of a military firing squad in Mauretania 
executing a convicted murderer, with the bold faced caption proclaiming 
this an example of "Islamic Justice". 
question - where in Seventh Century A . D .  texts like the Qu'ran or the 
Shari'a, can one find any reference to firing squads - one is inclined 
to ask whether the I_ Star, or any other North American newspaper, 
reporting the execution of convicted murderer Gary Gilmour, by firing 
squad, in Utah a few years ago, would have portrayed it as an example 
of "Christian Justice" ? To take another common theme, virtually all 
of the Canadian media were fond of typing the militants who seized the 
American embassy in Teheran as "Islamic students". What other kind 
did they expect to find in Iran ? Seventh Day adventists perhaps ? 
And to put the matter in reverse, it is interesting to speculate on 
what the likely reaction would be in North America if a Damascus 
newspaper had carried a study about a bank hold-up in Toronto, the 
responsibility for which it imputed to a gang of "pistol packing 
Protestants". The answer is obvious. 

Now apart from the obvious 

Perhaps the worst example of this type of dissemination of racial 
and religious bigotry in the mass media came when Terry Mosher, probably 
Canada's top political cartoonist, disgraced a generally brilliant 
career with his portrait of Idi Amin. 
his countrymen in general, but physically devouring Christians - 
presenting the image of the black African cannibal, conveniently a 
Moslem by nominal conviction, engaged in his own grotesque Jihad against 
disciples of Christian (read western) enlightenment. Parenthetically, 
one is inclined to wonder what the reaction in North America would be 
if a newspaper in T e l  Aviv ran a cartoon showing Adolph Hitler, operating 
the gas ovens with one hand and holding aloft a crucifix in the other. 

Amin was depicted, not brutalizing 

In a similar vein one is entitled to ask why the CBC, with its 
fondness for the phrase "Islamic bomb" to describe a nonexistant nuclear 
arsenal, does not also employ the phrase "Jewish bomb" to describe the 
elements in a nuclear arsenal that very much does exist. Apart from 
simple and blatant hypocrisy, the depressing answer is probably that 
CBC is not aware of its existence, though virtually everyone in the 
journalistic world outside of Canada is. 

A third theme much beloved and belaboured by the mass media is 
the alleged desire in Islamic societies to return to "medieval" social 
conditions as the intensity of religious belief grows. The term 
"medieval" has actually appeared, along with "fanatical", and a host 
of equally insulting words and phrases, in the broadcasts of the 
publicly owned Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. Indeed, even 
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Montrealls prestigious intellectual newspaper, Le Devoir, which should 
know better, once described the Moslem Brotherhood as "an ultraconservative 
organization which wishes to return to a strictly Islamic society" 
(1 December 1981). 
bothered to take the elementary precaution of examining the policy 
programme of the Egyptian Moslem Brotherhood, for example, they would 
have discovered, among other things, a call for: the nationalization 
of natural resources, the elimination of control by foreign capital, 
redistribution of land, comprehensive social insurance, encouragement 
of industrial growth based on local raw materials and craft traditions, 
and compulsory trade unionization. 
a lot of things; but "medieval" is cePtainly not one of them. 

Yet if the authors of any of the caricatures had 

One can call such a policy programme 

Why then the characterization of the Islamic revival as a 
completely reactionary social movement ? There are two principal 
reasons for the refusal of the mass media to understand its social and 
political complexities. One, the obvious one, is that religious 
stereotyping is a handy substitute for the much harder job of factual 
reporting and careful political analysis; for these require knowledge, 
a very scarce commodity among North American mass media pundits. Hence 
the reporters and producers look for quick explanations that are 
compatible with their own personal biases and the meager state of their 
own knowledge. 
that the "Orient" is in some fundamental way an alien and inexplicable 
phenomenon, it becomes a self-fulfilling prophesy. Expectations that 
it is incomprehensive except in terms of the quaint superstitious rites 
of the natives, becomes an excuse for failure to probe root causes. 
Hence they remain unexplained and therefore inexplicable. 

The second is that because of the popular conviction 

In fact the phenomenon of the Islamic revival is readily 
comprehensible to the Occidental mind, if it is explained in terms of 
parallels to the West's own historical development. 
separation of Church and State, popularly regarded as unknown in the 
medieval East, is in fact a very recent and far from complete phenomenon 
in the modern West. 
priests should hold cabinet portfolios in Nicaragua's contemporary 
government, why is the presence of clergymen in the Iranian Parliament 
so much an object of political voyeurism on the part of western 
journalists ? Time after time in their history, political dissent 
and demands for the redistribution of power and wealth in Christian 
societies has taken an overtly religious form. Christian clergymen 
have taken a leading part in all manner of movements for economic and 
political democracy - the Canadian social democratic party is an 
excellent example - and they continue to do so to this day. In so 
doing these clergymen derive their spiritual guidance from the bible. 
These men are treated as knowledgeable and progressive. Yet those who 
base their demands for political, economic and social change on 
religious texts written many hundreds of years after the Christian 
ones, are stereotyped as primitive and retrograde fanatics. 

The notion of 

If it is perfectly comprehensible that three 
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The Image of the Arab --- 
bluch the same process of racial and religious stereotyping 

underlies the mass media's treatment of the Arab. 
results are even more distorted. With respect to the Arab world, 
one finds again three major themes being reiterated time after time 
in the media; the backwardness of the area and the untrustworthiness 
of its peoples; oil as the new Holy Sepulchre to be wrested from the 
control of unscrupulous orientals; and the inate propensity of the 
Arab, particularly the Palestinian, to commit acts of "terrorism". A 
few examples of each theme will suffice - with CBC winning the prize 
for either blundering incompetence or open dishonesty in its programming. 

Tf anything the 

Thus on 18 October 1979, in its series of programmes on the 
world's great cities, the CBC ran a special show on Jerusalem. It was 
run on prime time during a period when Canada's own foreign policy on 
the Jerusalem question was being subjected to serious diplomatic and 
political scrutiny. It was made in Israel without consultation with 
a single Christian or Moslem organization. 
incessantly about the "Jewish" character of the city - making one 
condescending reference to Christianity and none at all to Islam and 
it punctuated the diatribe by showing Palestinians in only two auises - 
as street vendors or riding donkeys. 

It harangued the viewer 

This process of minimizing the role of the Arab, and rewriting 
history to write him out of it, is actually a fairly common media 
trick. Another interesting example came ir,CTV's coverage of the 
death of Marshall Tito on its national news. Tito was described in 
the news commentary as the man who, along with India's Nehru, had 
founded the Non-Aligned Movement. A picture of the founding conference 
was shown in which all three of the founding fathers of the Non-Aligned 
Movement were shown seated around the table. Nasser was never identified 
by name, and few viewers wouldhave recognized his picture. 

A more sweeping example of the rewriting of history to conform 
to contemporary political objectives was provided in an article in 
Canada's most geographically widely read and most prestigious Ehglish 
language daily. 
Robert Kaplan spun a tale of "a seventh century Arab invasion that 
left, much of the Holy Land desolate" - undoubtedly just waiting for 
someone to come along and make the deserts thus created, bloom again. 

in the Globe and Mail of 28 November 1981, one 

R second theme harped on in the mass madia i s  the western 
world's supposed vulnerability to the use of the so-called oil weapon. 
Ask the man on the street i n  Canadaand he will likely inform you, on 
the basis of' what he has learned from newspapers and television, that 
OPEC is an organization of Arab oil Sheikhs (necessarily mispronounced), 
headed by Yaser Arafat, the members of which divide their time between 
bombing synagogues and gambling away their ill gotten gains from western 
motorists in the casinos of Monte Carlo. To illustrate, it is worth 
noting the Globe and Mas's eulogistic review of Jane Fonda's latest 
attempt to aprear to still be the bright young idea as she faces the 
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trauma of middle age. 
Saudi Arabia as a country of fanatical undemocratic Islamic fundament- 
alists who are against everything we stand for" (such as nuclear power 
and the Viet Nam War perhaps); 
America aware of the great danger it faced, the gravest she assures us, 
in American history. Good stuff indeed, and strongly reminiscent of 
a game played until very recently by mothers in southern Austria who 
frightened their children into good behaviour by threatening that if 
they misbehaved, the Turks would come back. 

There she was approvingly quoted as describing 

and she committed herself to making 

If a Jane Fonda movie cannot be fobbed off as an authoritative 
statement of the problem, however influential it may be in moldine; the 
public mind, surely a feature article on the front page of the Weekly 
Review section of the Gazette, (23 June 1979) commissioned a special 
article called "The Great Oil Robbery" written by the well known 
petroleum expert, Jon Kimchel The gist of this article was that the 
world is awash with oil and that high prices were simply a tool for 
the diabolical foreign policy intentions of the wily orientals. 

Parenthetically, one might point out that the CBC and the 
Montreal Gazette make frequent use of Kimche's peculiar talents as a 
political commentator, parroting and publishing his most ridiculous 
fantasies including his theory that at one point the presidents of 
Iraq, Libya and Algeria conspired with international terrorists to 
arrange the kidnapping of their own oil ministers ( A s  it Happens, 
CBC Radio, 22 January, 1976). This and numerous other fables of 
Kimche's authorship are printed or broadcast without any attempt to 
identify him as the former editor of the Jewish Observer or the 
brother of an undersecretary in the Israeli government foreign affairs 
department, which identification might imply to the reader or listener 
that perhaps this "expert" has his own political axes to grind. The 
situation is bad enough when Kimche is presented as an authoritative 
political commentator - in spite of his reputation among knowledgeable 
circles as someone with an abominably bad track record just in terms 
of factual accuracy. But the situation becomes intolerable when a 
supposedly respectable newspaper gives Kimche front page space to 
comment on the complex and technical world of oil. To put it simply, 
Jon Kimche would not recognize a barrel of oil if it fell on his head. 

Kimche's political objectives in his oil fantasies are clear 
enough. Out of fear that the West might become sufficiently concerned 
about its future oil supplies as to seek some sort of compromise 
solution to the Middle East c r i s i s ,  one which would require granting 
a more balanced hearing of .-I-- all parties to the dispute, Kimche and h i s  
fellow propagandists have, since 1-79, waged a multilateral and multi- 
dimensional campaign to convince the world that there is an abundance 
of conventional oil for all current demands for an indefinite future 
and at a more or less constant cost of production. This has the 
additional advantage of making rising oil prices appear to be an 
exploitation of the West by the "Arabs", something which finds immediate 
favour in western, especially North American, societies with their 
glutinous appetites for oil and its products. 



There are three obvious, technical rejoinders. One is that even 
experts are far from agreement about the state of the world's conventional 
oil reserves; 
view that just happens to be politically expedient. 
the power of OPEC to control prices is ridiculously exaggerated. 
third is that even if there is an abundance of conventional crude oil, 
morality dictates that it be shifted away from sustaining the mass 
consumption, energy waste based societies of the West, and put into 
the immediate and pressing task of feeding the world's population - 
petroleum and its products are the crucial input for agriculture. 

hence Kimche is simply selecting one of several points of 
The second is that 

The 

But beyond the technical misrepresentation are three implicit 
political assumptions well worth examination. 
distinct from all other commodities in that its price is not supposed 
to rise. Not one of the multitude of Canadian mass media specials on 
the so-called "oil crisis" since the 1973 oil price hike, seem to have 
deemed it worthy of mention that the real price of oil, adjusted for 
the rate of inflation, is now just about where it was 25 years ago; 
and that the 1971, 1973 and 1979-80 oil price increases have done nothing 
beyond offsetting the effects of the inflation of the prices of imported 
goods that oil producing countries buy with their oil revenues. 

One is that oil is 

A second implicit political assumption is that access to the oil 
of the Middle East is 1n some way a sacred right of the West, to plunder 
at will and at a fixed price. Hence any move by the oil producers to 
conserve what in some cases is their sole natural resource is morally 
and politically unacceptable. 

The third is that oil is the unfortunate preserve of the "Arabs", 
who being backward, do not need it, and being unscrupulous, should not 
control it. 
OPEC countries is distinctly not Arab would be a surprise to the 
average North American. 

The fact that the vast majority of the population of the 

To illustrate the last point, take the caricature presented by 
She columnist Barbara Amiel in Canada's national magazine, McLeds. 

actually described oil as "the stuff under the sand where the Arabs 
park their camels". That kind of racial stereotyping would produce 
outrage in Canada, if not court proceedings, if it were applid to any 
other ethnic minority represented in the Canadian mosaic. Directed 
against Arabs it is normal and acceptable. 
obvious political overtones. 

It Is also loaded with 

Needless to say the Libyan régime has been an especially favoured 
object of this kind of treatment in the mass media, given the coincidence 
of large reserves of petroleum, a "radical" political image, and strong 
support to some elemtns of the Palestine national movement. 
routinely accused of using its oil revenues for all kinds of subversive 
and "terrorist" activities, thus simultaneously throwing into question 
both the legitimacy of Libyan foreign policy (which is a valid subject 
for debate) and its moral right to derive material benefit from its 
natural resources (which is not). Contained within the attacks on 
Libya, apart from the image of a handful of bedouin who have nothing 
better to do with their oil money than make trouble for the West, is 

It is 
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the Cold W a r  assumption that use of the American public revenues, 
including those from the taxation of oil and gas, for furthering 
United States foreign policy aims is legitimate; 
behaviour by Libya is not. 

while similar 

To illustrate the process of demonification of the Qadhaffi 
régime, take the following item which appeared in the Globe and Mail 
( 30 May 1981) in the guise of a review of a Libyan financed movie: 

Lion of the Desert 

Heaven's Gate in a burnoose. Anthony Quinn and Oliver Reed 
lead opposing camps in a Middle Eastern western whose purpose 
is to radicalize the audience on behalf of the Libyans by 
making the audience sick. 

Note that nothing in the "review" really concerns the move per se - 
which whatever its (numerous) flaws of technique and taste, happens 
to be a historically accurate account of the insurrection in Libya 
against Italian rule in the 1920s. 
the contention that, because of the current ruling régime in Libya, 
the people of that country are not entitled to have their history 
told. 
Italian occupation and settlement, not only gives the Libyans something 
very much in common with other post-colonial nations (whose right to 
reconstruct their past in their own image is never denied), but might 
also convey to the astute a rather awkward analogy to the Palestinian 
struggle. 

The criticism thus boils down to 

For the effect of the recounting of their struggles against 

One last illustration will suffice on the oil question to 
illustrate the use of energy fears as an instrument by which antagonism 
of the West to the Middle East is maintained and indeed strengthened 
while the legitimacy of Palestine national rights is undermined in 
western eyes. 
called Energy Probe, in its campaign for increased public awareness of 
the real facts behind the energy situation in North America, sponsored 
a study called Over A Barrel in which the opening line in Part One read: 
"October, 1973. 
the Arab states attack Israel". The so-called "oil embargo" followed. 
And so, logically, given the statement's situation as the opening line 
of the study, did allthe western world's energy woes. Note that not only 
were these Arabs so reprehensible as to cease to allow their natural 
resources to be siphoned off at will by an energy prolifigate west, but 
they were impolite enough to strike back to regain stolen territory on a 
Jewish religious holiday. 
bounds. 

In 1981, a highly laudable organization in Toronto 

On the eve of the Jewish religious festival of Yom Kippur, 

The perfidity of the Arabs clearly knows no 

Parenthetically one wonders why Eneray Probe did not mention that 
the October War coincided as well with the Moslem religious holiday of 
Ramadan. 
popular and journalistic lexicon in Canada instead of "Ramadan war", 
reveals the depth of bias and prejudgement of the issues. 

Indeed, the very term "Yom Kippur war" that has entered the 
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However, the two themes noted above - the retrograde and alien 
nature of Arab society and the West's vulnerability to an oil embargo - 
receive much less media attention, and do much less harm, than the 
media's exploitation of the third major theme in its treatment of the 
Arab world - the supposed propensity of Arabs, especially Palestinians, 
for acts of "terrorism". 
used on the air waves and in the printed media that the two words 
comprising it have become not only inextricably linked, but virtually 
interchangeable in the public mind. To illustrate this process, take 
the example of a generally excellent anti-nuclear film by Canada's 

Indeed, so often is the phrase "Arab terrorist" 

publicly owned National Film Board. 
stress is laid on the danaers of Dlutonium fallina into the hands of 

In the film "No Act of God" much 
._ 

terrorists. This is indeed a frightening possibility. Yet, instead 
of mentioning any terrorist organization by name, the film followed up 
its warning about the dangers of terrorist acts by immediately showing 
an Israeli soldier with gun in hand watching over a West Bank town in 
which the minarets were silhouetted against the background; 
very next scene showed armed militiamen running loose through the 
streets of Beirut. 

and the 

Apart from the obvious rebuttal - that the objective of the 
Palestinians is to return to the'ir homeland, not to turn it into a 
radioactive cinder heap - one is entitled to ask, what became of the 
notion of "balance" and accuracy in the presentation of problems ? 
There was no mention in the film of the fact that the sixth largest 
nuclear arsenal in the world lies in the control of the only former 
active terrorist to be freely elected to represent his people as head 
of state; 
fissionable materials was conducted by the secret service of that same 
state; that it is the only state in the Middle East with nuclear 
facilities to have refused to sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty; 
that it is the only state, outside the two super-Powers, to have 
actually and openly threatened its neighbours with nuclear incineration 
in order to achieve its political objectives. 

that the only documented case of state sponsored theft of 

and 

To take another example, one in which some members of CBC take 
areat pride, the Canadian publicly owned network on 25 September 1979, 
on its supposedly elite programme of news and current affairs, Fifth 
Estate, presented an item entitled "The Russian Connection" which left 
infmmed observers of the Middle East having to choose between laughter 
and tears. 
network of "terrorists". There was no mention at all of the PLO's 
myriad of social, cultural, and educational functions, of the schools 
and hospitals and refugee relief facilities that it operates. 
Furthermore, there was a patently preposterous effort to portray the 
PLO as an agent of Moscow - Arab Terrorism and the International 
Communist ConsDiracy in league once more. And lest the final element 
in the Holy Trinity of mass media myth-tification be neglected, the 
programme went on to portray the lebanese Civil War (one of the most 
complex and multifaceted political phenomena of this century) as 
nothing more than a battle between "Palestinians" on the one hand, 
and "Christians" on the other. Islamic Fanaticism Joined forces with 
Arab Terrorism to do MOSCOW'S bidding in its war against Christian 
Civilization. 

In this programme, the PLO was presented as an organized 
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However, the programme did have a solution to the problem. 
"Exterminate them", helpfully suggested the Israeli military spokesman. 

Th-is, CBC afterwards protested, was merely balanced coverage. 

Lest the CBC's main rival, CTV, feel discriminated against by 
omission, it should be noted that it too has proven itself more than 
equal tc the task at hand, of nyth-informing the Canadian public's 
consciousness of the real situation. Thus, during the Eight Day War 
in Southern Lebanon in iC78, CTlr faithfully replayed an American 
network's coverage of Israeli mopping-un operations, culminating in an 
assault on a nest of "terrorists". The hiding place was surrounded by 
Israeli troops who called out to the "terrorists" to come out with their 
hands up,  or some similar nonsense straight out of a rejected John Wayne 
script. This was done not in Arabic, or in Hebrew, or even in French - 
h u t  in English, while the obliging camera crew busied itself capturing 
:,he high drama for posterity. 
lcoking individual in civilian clothes - with no weapons of any sort, 
nor even holsters or ammunition helts - and he declared with evident 
lear "T'm Lebanese!" Sack to the CTV studio where the news commentator 
b a l d l y  announced the upshot of this operation, "Two terrorists killed, 
one captured". 
Beirut journalists, but no clarification o r  correction was ever 
forthcoming on CTV. 

Out of his hiding place came one frightened 

0 

The three "terrorists" in question turned out to be 

On one level these kinds of mistakes of fact, o r  deliberate lies 
as the case may be, are amusing to behold, and ample evidence of the 
abysmally low standards of either technical competence or professional 
integrity of Canadian journalists and their institutions. But on another 
level they are tragic and dangerous. For they contribute strongly to 
the general process of ddhumanization of the image of the Palestinian 
in the eyes of the North American public. In that way they serve to 
cover up for Israeli state terrorism aimed at the liquidation of the 
national existence, and. indeed even the physical existence, of the 
?alest.inian people. Once the mass media have f inished t h e  process of 
vilification of the image of the Palestinian in his own right, any 
residual sympathies of the North American public are eliminated 
comDletelg when the media cooperate with political Zionism in the use 
of the ultimate weapon in its war against the national and human rights 
of the people of Palestine. 

The Ultimate Weapon 

As noted above, it is one thing to see a historical antipathy 
of the West against the East bred of jealousy and fear. It is quite 
another to explain its intensification in the post world war two period 
when the Arab world, and Islam in general, can scarcely be seen as a 
major threat to the economic and political interests of the West no 
matter how exaggerated the oil question becomes. The explanation for 
the intensification of racial and religious denigration indulged in by 
the mass media lies, in part at least, in its usefulness to propagandists 
f o r  political Zionism. Political Zionism, in its struggle against 
Palestinian natlonalisrn, and its consequent collision with the Arab 
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world as a whole and the Islamic world beyond it, has frequent recourse 
ta the ultimate propaganda weapon, stoking the fires of the Holocaust 
and then shifting the guilt of the West onto the peoples of the East. 
This process reached its anthropologically absurd culmination when 
Menachen Begin, a man of -A Polish de;:rcz,t, aïid the architect of an 
intensified programme to destroy the national life of the semitic Arab 
inhabitants of Palestine, is allowed to stand before representatives of 
the mass madia, and, without check or challenge, label the PLO as an 
"antisemitic" orgaqization ! In this calumny, the mass media have been 
enthusiastically cooperative. While even Hollywood bas yet to stoop to 
the level of painting a picture of Palestinian Arabs operating the gas 
ovens in Nazi concentration camps, nonetheless political Zionism employs 
indirect, but equally effective means of burning just such a message 
into the minds of the North American public, through film, Tf, radio, 
newspapers, and even in cartoons. 

In another blot on the usually distinguished record of cartoonist 
Terry Mosher, Ayatollah Khomeini is  portrayed as reading the Qu'ran, 
behind which is secreted a copy of Mein K a m p f .  Given Khomeini's vell 
known and well publicized sympathies with the Palestinian struggle, the 
triple association here is matched in cleverness only by its fundamental 
dishonesty. 

Most of Terry Mosher's cartoons appear in the Montreal Gazette, 
itself more of a joke book than a newspaper in its foreign affairs 
reporting. 
of image association even without Mosher's evidently expert help. l'nus 
on 30 October 1979, a heading for a news item proclaims "I never imagined 
prisoners going t o  death, says ex-Nazi", while right below it appears 
another heading stating "Israeli agent helped Germans question Palestinian 
suspect" ! 

But the Gazette is perfectly capable of playing the game 

Naturally CBC! woilld not allow itself to be outdone in this sort 
of game. Hence when its national TV news reported the bomb attacks that 
maimed the mayors of Nabius and Ramallah, along with seven innocent 
bystanders, CBC announced that speculation held that the attacks were 
"the work of Jewish ultranationalists". Rut it went on to note, with 
certainty this time, that the bomb attack took place "very near wnere 
six Jews were killed by Arab terrorist?". 
performance on 20 October 1981, in which the entire scenario - P.rab 
terrorism, the Holocaust, and the International Communist Conspiracy - 
was laid before the viewer. The television news began by showing PLO 
Chairman Yassir Arafat in Moscow, with the PLO being granted full 
diplomatic status. It immediately followed with a report of the bombing 
of the Antwerp synagogue in which it was stated that, although there 
were no immediate suspects, police had pointed out that two Palestinians 
had been arrested there the year before - what they were arrested for, 
whether traffic violations or bombing other synagoRues was, of course, 
never mentioned. Then an item followed on the alleged rise of anti- 
semitism in Poland which was imputed, without any evidence, to the 
increasing influence of the Soviet Union. Thus was the circle neatly 
closed. The Soviet Union and Palestinian terrorists were in league to 
exterminate world Jewry and suppress democratic freedom. 

W e n  better was CBC's 
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One last item is necessary to complete the depressing roster of 
myth-information parading as news. Right after the Israeli bombing of 
Iraq's research reactor, Menachen Begin's claim that "we will never be 
the first to introduce nuclear arms into the area" was faithfully 
parotted in Montreal English language newspaper, television and radio 
news - without a single reporter or editor or producer bothering to 
point out that Israel had possessed a substantial and useable nuclear 
arsenal for at least ten years, and that Iraq, unlike Israel, had 
signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty, and hence had IAEA inspectors on 
site to supervise the use of fissionable material. 
nothing more than an election stunt for Begin's coalition, was picked 
up by the Canadian mass media as a pretext for another round of Arab- 
bashing, as editorialists performed simply uncanny feats of logical 
contortion to justify the attack. The general chorus of disenchantment 
of world leaders with the Israeli action over the weekend of 13-14 June 
1981, was succeeded by a counteroffensive in the Montreal media. 
Le Devoir launched a front page series of articles dealing with Israel's 
"security" concerns; 
Israeli act, proved its adroitness once more by jmtaposing two front 
page s t o r y  headings, one that said "Montrealer weeps at Holocaust 
reunion'' and another that read, "Get missiles moved, Begin tells Habib". 

What was really 

the Gazette, apart from an editorial lauding the 

Behind the Headlines 

Within the United States, the reasons for the perpetuation and 
intensification of traditional racial and religious stereotypes and the 
resulting reinforcement of the public antipathy to Palestinians, and 
lack of sympathy with their struggle to maintain and exercise the 
national and natural rights taken for granted everywhere else in the 
world, are clear enough - they derive from the current conJuncture of 
interests between advocates of Cold War confrontation and apologists 
for political Zionism, working against a background of historical 
prejudice. Hence the happy consensus witnessed everyday, among 
Hollywood, the major newspapers, the television networks, and the 
"radical chic" New York literati. -- 

However, the reasons for the same process of racial and religious 
stereotyping taking place with the same intensity in Canada are not as 
immediately evident. Nonetheless a little reflection reveals four 
principal reasons for the mass media in Canada essentially hewing the 
same line as the American mass media. The obvious one is the presence 
in Canada, equally with the United States, of a very competent Israeli 
public relations machine, backed up by a well organized and well placed 
Zionist lobby - this in contrast to the uncoordinated and weakly financed 
nature of Arab efforts to present their point of view. But Zionism did 
not invent the biases evident in the mass media. Hence reasons for the 
Canadian mass media presenting such a distroted image must be sought in 
much deeper factors than simply the presence of an active and powerful 
lobby group. 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































