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INTRODUCTION 

The first North American NGO Symposium on the Question of Palestine took 

place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 25 to 27 June 1984, 

in accordance with General Assembly resolution 38/58B of 13 December 1983. 

Fifty-seven NGOs participated in the Symposium as well as 20 experts, members 

of the academic community and politicians. 

The topics for consideration were: 

(a) The Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian people; 

(b) 

(c) Factors determining policy-making in North America on the Middle 

The role of North American Churches on the Question of Palestine; 

East and the question of Palestine; 

(a) Paths to a comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle East; 

(e) Women and the question of Palestine; and 

(f) Strategies for NGO collaboration and networking. 

The opening session of the Symposium was addressed by His Excellency 

Ambassador Massamba Sarr6, Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the 

Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and by Mr. Zehdi Labib Terzi, 

Permanent Observer of the Palestine Liberation Organization to the United 

Nations. 
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General  and wide-ranging d i s c u s s i o n s  followed t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of t h e  

p a n e l i s  ts. 

The Symposium concluded its meetings by adopt ing by acclamation a 

d e c l a r a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  "The North American Declarat ion".  (See below t h e  t e x t  of 

t h e  Declaration.) 
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THE NORTH AMERICAN DEQ;AZiATfON 

1. 
of the Palestinian People and the Division €or Palestinian Eaghts for making 
this meeting possible. 

We wish to thank the Conmittee on the Exercise of the Lnaiierable Rights 

2. A s  non-governmental organizations (NGOs). we ate particuiatlg grateful to 
the United Nations for the creation of an NGO liaison staff functLon, and €or 
the provision of annual NGO meetings. 

3. he, the representatives of 60 non-governmental organizatioGs represented 
at the North American NGO Symposium on the Question of Palestine. 25-27 June 
1984, at United Nations Headquarters in New York. call upon the peoples dnd 
governments of the United States and C a ~ d a  to take definitive steps to secure 
a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Arab-Israeli conflict, the core 
of which is the question of Palestine. 

4. We wish to voice our support for the United Nations. especially its work 
to achieve a just and lasting solution to the question of Palestine through 
the implementation of relevant resolutions. 

5. 
elements of such a peace which is,reflected in the relevant resolutions and 
documents of the United Nations and the positions of the majority of the 
Member States of the United Nations as expressed in the Geneva Declaration on 
Palestine, 1983. 

We are of the opinion that there exists an international consensus on the 

6 ,  Recent polls have shown that this international consensus is paralleled 
by an emerging consensus among the peoples of Canada and the United States for 
such a just peace. The peoples of our two nations are increasingly 
recognizing that Palestinians, like Israelis, constitute a nation and are 
endowed with an inalienable right to national self-determination and statehood 
within historic Palestine. This right means the right to return to Palestine; 
the right to be represented by their chosen representatives, the Palestine 
Liberation Organization; and the right to live securely in peace with all the 
neighbourinq states, including Israel. 

7 ,  We believe that it is imperative that steps towards peace be taken 
immediately since the de facto annexation of the West Bank (including 
Jerusalem) and Gaza by the government of Israel, is proceeding rapidly and 
threatens to destroy the possibility of a peace based upon the mutual 
recognition of the rights of Palestinians, as well as Israelis to national 
self-determination. We call on the government of the United States to declare 
unequivocally that the 1949 Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of 
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Civilian Persons In Time of War applies to all territories occuprecl by Israel 
in and after 1967; to secure Israeli compliance with the Corrventron. as the US 
is required to do by the terms of the Convention. We are aware that the 
United States Government and consequently the American taxpayer gives mote 
United States aid to Israel than to any other country. Much of it IS in the 
form of grants which do not need to be repaid. 
illegally to build and expand existing settlements. 

This money permits Israel 

8. It is our belief that all the parties to the conflict should cose 
together in an international peace conference on the Middle East as caLisd for 
the the International Conference on the Question of Palestine, August 1983. 
and as adopted by the General Assembly in A/RES/38/58 C. It is essential tA%t 
the conference be inclusive and be attended by representatives of bz’’,t I s r i i i  
and the Palestinians, which is the Palestine Liberation Organization. those 
Arab states party to the conflict, the United States and the Soviet Uraun- 
Just as General Assembly resolution 181 of November 1947, recognized the rigf-,t 
of both peoples to self-determination and statehood, so now should the member 
states of the General Assembly reiterate these principles as the basis for a 
negotiated peace under the auspices of the United Nations. 

9. With the intent to further this goal of a just and lasting peace, w e  
representatives of non-governmental organizations will work towards the 
following, and urge our respective governments of Canada and the United States 
to take similar actions: 

Call upon the governments of Canada and the United States for the 
recognition of the right and just struggle of the Palestinian people 
under their sole and legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. 

Promote Palestinian right of self-determination and the convening of 
an international peace conference under the auspices of the United 
Nations. 

Work towards an immediate freeze on the construction and expansion 
of Jewish settlements in the occupied territories. 

Promote the reduction of militarization of this highly volatile 
region, by refraining from supplying weapons and other  means of war. The 
threat of World War I11 and the possibility of a nuclear disaster is of 
great concern. 

Take concrete steps to preserve and protect the human rights of all 
persons living in Israel and in all territories occupied by Israel. 

Provide protection and assistance to Palestinians who are victims of 
dispossession and oppression, particularly women and children. 



Ensure academic freedom and freedom of culturai etpression in the 
occupied Palestinian and =her Arab territories. including Jerusalem, 
with particular attention to the function of universrties in t.hese areas. 

Urge meetings between religious groups. wcnnen's organizations, 
labour unions. peace groups, human rights groups, and other UGCs w i t h  
their Israeli and Palestinian counterparts. 

Facilitate trialogue among North American Muslims, mist- and 
Jews concerning the moral and theological basis for a lastlrJq pesce in 
the Middle East. 

Encourage meetings between Palestinians and proqressive Javt_+-- 
forces within and outside Israel in the hopes of furthering peace a d  
mutual understanding. 

Work towards the elimination of discriminatory restrictions on visas 
to Palestinian leaders to visit the United States and Canada. since such 
coannunications among Palestinians, progressive Israelis and the public of 
the U.S. and Canada are ingredients in a peaceful resolution of the 
conflict. 

Urge that all American and Canadian NGOs working for peace with 
justice in the Middle East be accorded the full protection of their 
rights to freedom of expression and association without fear of 
surveillance, interception of m a i l ,  surreptitious entry, or harrassment 
by the governments of the United States or Canada, in light of tha 
deplorable Security Bill recently passed by the House of Commons in 
Canada and the various proposed "anti-terrorist" bills presently posing 
serious threats to the civil liberties and rights of Canadians and 
Americans working in support of various human rights struggles. 

Work to initiate, particularly among-North American women's 
organizations, a coordinated campaign of support on behalf of Palestinian 
women presently imprisoned and under town and house arrest because of 
their social and political activities. 

Urge NGOs to raise the issue of the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people in the course of the upcoming electoral campaigns in 
the United States and Canada. 

Urge that UNRWA continue to provide its services to the Palestinians 
Cognizant of its mandate we urge the without any decrease or diminution. 

United Nations to re-evaluate and update UNRWA's regulations as to which 
families and women receive aid. Further, we urge that governments 
increase their financial support of UNRWA. 



Promote the  d isseminat ion  of t h e  speech made by Chairman Yasser 
Arafat a t  the Internat ional  Conference on t h e  Ouestion o f  Palestine,  
A u g u s t ,  1983. 

15. We urge t h e  United Hations to:  

Include, i n  t he  mandate of  t h e  HGO l i a i son  function of t h e  Division 

This should f a c i l i t a t e  inclusion and fu l l  par t ic ipa t ion  
f o r  Palestinian R i g h t r ,  vork on the  Decade of Women Conference in 
Hairobi, 1985. 
of Palest inian women i n  t h a t  Conference. 

Facil i tate t h e  Horth American NGO community i n  t h e  establishment of 
a clearninghouse for in fomat ion  on the question of  Palestine. 

Continue t h e  development of a bi-monthly Rorth American calendar of 
BG-3 a c t i v i t i e s ,  and f a c i l i t a t e  i ts  wide dissemination. 

- Produce a comprehensive directory of all NGO organizations working 
on tbis issue including those t h a t  have not par t ic ipated i n  any United 
Eations activities. 

Coordinate t h e  development of a guide t o  resources, "how to" urpcr t ise ,  
ami action-oricnted netvorking, including the  development of a telephone 
t ree for t he  communication of urgent information. 

U. 
f o r  diss-tion of our co l l ec t ive  fesources, hoping t h a t  the formation of 
krth  Amcricm public opinion can be a jo in t  HWmnited Nations venture. 

Ut i n  trrrn w i l l  c r e a t e  ways for &%er c o d c a t i o n  mong ourselves and 

12. We urge the publfcatian o f  t h e  procetdirgs of t h i s  Symposium, including 
the Borth American Declaration and the  s ta t rnents  of t h e  pane l i s t s ,  by t he  
United Siations. 

13. 
Rights of  t he  Palestinian People t o  c o w e y . t h i s  resolution t o  t h e  39th General 
Assunbly as psrt of the Camnittee's report. 

Ve urge the W r m c r r r  of t h e  Connnittet on the Exercise of t h e  Inalienable 
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENTS 

Ambassador Massamba Sarr6 

The North American NGO Symposium on the Question of Palestine is called 
to order. On behalf of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People, I have the honour to welcome you to this very 
important Symposium which is the first of its kind in North America. The 
Committee's conviction which is implicitly reflected in the International 
Conference on the Question of Palestine held last August, in Geneva, as well as 
by the General Assembly at its thirty eighth session, that NGOs have a signal 
role to play in the efforts undertaken by the international community in order 
to find a just and lasting solution to this difficult question, which is that 
of Palestine itself. It is only by making the elements of the question better 
known and by ensuring their broader dissemination and by taking an unbiased 
look at the facts that it will be possible to make progress in this direction. 

As regards the United Nations, this matter has been before the 
Organization for some 40 years as you know and it has constantly searched for 
a solution which would ensure justice to all the peoples, and, in particular, 
the Palestinian people, a martyred people. This may seem to be an exorbitant 
duration and even some doubts may arise with regard to the effectiveness of 
the United Nations. Although there is good reason to have some doubts on the 
matter, this observation must not give rise to discouragement since on the 
universal level there is at least broad agreement on the principles which 
should serve as a basis for a just solution to the Palestinian question. 

As you know, at present the only obstacle to their implementation we must 
recognize and we must say so is the lack of a political will and it is because 
of this lack of a political will, the United Nations following lengthy 
experience in 1975 set up the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People which has harnessed itself to a search for a 
solution and a formulation of the principles which should serve as a basis for 
a just and lasting solution to the question. For,the first time this Committee 
in 1976 submitted a programme designed to enable the Palestinian people to 
exercise freely its rights, in the published document you will find the first 
report of the recommendations of this Committee which considers the basic 
causes and the principles regarding the inadmissability of any taking of 
territory by force, the question of the liberation of Palestine, the role of 
the United Nations, the eminent role of the United Nations in this question. 
Another principle which will be found in this report is that of the right to 
return. You are aware that following the events of 1947 and 1967 thousands of 
Palestinians were uprooted from their homes and a sine qua non to enable the 
Palestinian people to exercise their rights is at least the return of these 
persons to their homes. You will find as another guiding principle in this 
report the right to self-determination, to independance and national 
sovereignty which, as you know, is a principle enshrined in the Charter of the 
United Nations and the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 

These recommendations were, as I said, submitted in 1976 to the Security 
Council; unfortunately, following a veto of a permanent member of the Security 
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Council the recommendations did not materialize. None the less, in spite of 
this obstacle, year after year and session after session, at every meeting at 
which the Palestinian question has been examined the Committee has confirmed 
its recommendations as I have already mentioned. And in spite of these 
obstacles and the rejection especially at the level of the Security Council 
which is the essential body of the United Nations, in spite of these rejections 
the recommendations preserve their entire value to serve as a basis for a just 
solution to this problem, and in this respect we must at the level of NGOs 
undertake every action in order to bring about a favourable political climate 
in your respective Governments so that this question be settled as rapidly as 
possible. An urgent problem arises and this has been the basis for convening 
an international peace conference on the Middle East, an idea which is 
contained in the Geneva Declaration of last year and which was adopted by the 
General Assembly this year with a very large majority in resolution 58/38. 
Unfortunately, progress so far attained with respect to this idea has remained 
very slight in view of the interpretation put upon it by the parties directly 
concerned. None the less, it is encouraging to note that, in spite of some 
reservations, the interested parties have begun to realize that it is high time 
and indeed just and necessary that an opening be made, that is, appropriate 
conversations should be held on the Palestinian question. And as I have said 
earlier, it is at this point that your role becomes more important than ever. 
You must make your respective public opinions understand as well as the poli- 
tical will in your country, the importance of the settlement of this problem, 
the peace and security of the world depend upon it, and whatever arguments and 
whatever reasoning may be advanced on one side or the other on the Palestinian 
question, for or against dialogue between Arabs and Palestinians. 

It is perfectly clear that, until there is a just and lasting settlement 
of the Palestinian question, in all its various components and variants, there 
will never be any peace in the Middle East, and I think we must keep this in 
mind, history so recommends as well as our objectivity. I believe, therefore, 
that NGOs do have a very important role to play, on the one hand by harmonizing 
and co-ordinating their efforts in the search for this long awaited peace, and 
on the other hand by organizing their reports of their efforts with the united 
Nations in order to bring about some progress in this matter. Some may say, 
following what I have said, that the impression may arise that NGOs have never 
had any active participation in a search for a solution to this question, on 
the contrary, this is merely a reminder, all the more so as at the last 
Conference which was held in Geneva on the Palestinian question, more than 100 
NGOs t o o k  an active part, and indeed made a positive contribution to this 
Conference, and the documents which you drafted there, once followed up, could 
certainly constitute an important step in the achievement of the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people. All this demonstrates the influence of the 
NGOs and the important contributions which they may make to the settlement of 
this question and I should like to recall here that in the course of the 
Geneva conference, the Committee where I had the honour to propose on behalf 
of the Committee, that a meeting of the NGOs be organized during the last 
sessi0,n of the General Assembly of the United Nations. Unfortunately, in view 
of technical difficulties, the meeting could not take place. However, the 
idea was not dropped. On the contrary, it has been improved. The Committee 
quickly realized how importance it was to follow up the results of the Geneva 
Conference through meetings of NGOs. Therefore the General Assembly at its 
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last session decided to convene a series of regional colloquia every year 
which would culminate in an international meeting of NGOs. 

From now on, our Committee is thus active on three levels in a programme, 
the aim of which is to awaken the greatest possible interest in the Palestinian 
question and to make it better understood throughout the world whilst ensuring 
that its components be properly understood. First of all, during the last four 
years, the Committee has organized and participated in seminars on the 
Palestinian question, in various regions1 seminars took place in Central 
America, Africa, Europe and North America. And very soon, in the month of 
August, the tenth Seminar of this sort will take place in Tunis, where it will 
bring together the European and the African participants. These participants 
will be personalities chosen from among eminent political and civic leaders, 
university professors and journalists. Next we take part in a programme 
recently started up by the Department of Public Information of the United 
Nations, with a series of colloquia designed for journalists. The first of 
these colloquia has just taken place at the beginning of this month, in Vienna. 
A colloquium at which a large number of journalists, the largest number of 
which were from Western Europe and Eastern Europe, took part. We know that 
these NGO meetings give an opening and a new dimension to the c-operation 
between the United Nations and NGOs. The colloquium of the North American 
region which is opening today is the first of the series. Your participation 
and the interest which you have demonstrated in this question is welcomed with 
special satisfaction, as it will complete and sustain the efforts made by 
Governments in the United Nations. Your determination, I am convinced, will 
mobilize greater attention and participation throughout this continent which 
will entail national policies which will assist in the solution of this 
problem. I also hope on behalf of the Committee that you will take part in 
the International Meeting, which will take place in August at Geneva. These 
meetings, I am convinced will be useful to co-ordinate your efforts both in 
this region as well as on the international level. 

We hardly need to add that the Committee i s  pleased with your co-operation 
and is prepared to assist you in every possible way. We hope that this 
colloquium is only the beginning of a long and close collaboration founded on 
a common interest in the cause of the Palestinian people as well and for that 
of all the peoples and States of the region, which are desirous, and I 
underline this, to live in peace in active solidarity. 

Before concluding, I wish to thank you on behalf of the Committee. As you 
have accepted with the experts to take part in the various round tables of this 
colloquium, thanks to the various reports, the question of Palestine will be 
dealt with in its entire breadth, problems will be enlightened and solutions 
proposed. The views which will be expressed and the discussions which will 
follow the reports will, I am sure, provide a solid basis for the conclusions 
of your deliberations. The task which is entrusted to you is immense and it is 
inspiring. It has at least the merit of constituting an important step in the 
efforts undertaken to render justice to the Palestinian people and to restore 
peace to this region of the world. On behalf of the Committee, I welcome you 
to the United Nations and I am convinced that your efforts will be crowned with I 
success, not only for the Palestinian people, but for the understanding between 
peoples and nations, and o n  this n o t e ,  1 wish to conclude and wish you every 
success. 
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&. Zehdi 1;. Terzi 

It is with great pleasure and satisfaction that I see the "grassroots" 
in the United States of America and Canada are convening to consider ways 
and means in order to contribute, in a joint endeavour, to the achievement 
of peace in the Middle East. The search for peace has been the focus for 
many years. But for peace there are prerequisites. Peace cannot be 
attained in a vacuum. Peace w i l l  be through a comprehensive, just and 
lasting settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the Palestine question 
is at the heart of the conflict. 

Thus, in endeavouring to attain peace and guarantee its viability, it 
is imperative that endeavours be directed at achieving a just solution to 
the Palestine question. As a matter of  fact, an international consensus of 
opinion emerged stressing this specific point. Namely, that the just 
solution of the Palestine question is the sine qua non for a comprehensive, 
just and lasting settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The Palestinian people, through its sole and legitimate representative, 
the PLO, and at the specific request of Chairman Yasser Arafat, wishes to 
put on record our gratitude to the United Nations Committee on the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of  the Palestinian People and will appreciate it 
if you, Mr. Chairman, w i l l  convey our esteem and appreciation to each and 
every single member of your Committee. 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations and his staff, particularly the 
staff of the Division for Palestinian Rights. 

Our appreciation goes equally to 

With your permission, I wish to express our thanks and gratitude to 
the participants in this symposium - to the distinguished members of the 
panels as well as the distinguished representatives of the non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) . 

I know that the distinguished participants are knowledgeable about the 
plight of the Palestinian people and the endeavours of the United Nations, 
particularly since 1975, when the United Nations Special. Committee was 
established. 
"Paths to a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East". 
1964, when the Palestine Liberation Organization was proclaimed, the 
Palestinian people had all its hopes that the international community would 
respond to its appeals and that it would redress the injustice and bring to 
an end the misery and dispersion of our people. 
since such appeals went unheeded, we should exercise our right to struggle 
by all means, including armed struggle. 
is really lamentable that much blood must be shed to awaken the conscience 
and arouse curiosity, interest, understanding and recognition of facts, 
culminating in identification and solidarity. 

But I shall take the liberty to address the specific item 
I n  

In 1968, we decided that 

It This did find some response. 

In 1974, Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the PLO, 
appeared before the General Assembly offering two options -- the olive 
branch or the gun of the freedom fighters. Since then the PLO adheres 
firmly to both options. 
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Since 1976, t h e  PLO has welcomed and encouraged a l l  endeavours by 
the  d i f fe ren t  organs of t h e  United Nations t o  achieve a settlement 
conducive t o  peace, and guaranteeing t h e  res tora t ion  and exercise of our 
inal ienable  r igh ts .  The PLO has rejected a l l  p a r t i a l  agreements as such 
agreements have ignored and even attempted t o  annul our r i g h t s  and have 
only contributed t o  exacerbating t h e  s i tua t ion ,  t o  the  consolidation of 
t h e  Israeli occupation of our homes, t o  the  pers is tence of Israel i n  i t s  
po l i c i e s  and pract ices  against  our people and t o  fur ther  Israeli  mi l i ta ry  
adventurism and expansionism. 

The PLO s a w  a gleam of hope i n  the  jo in t  declaration of the  USSR and 
the  United States i n  October 1977, but t h e  Government of t h e  United S ta t e s  
reneged. Since 1976 t h e  Government of t he  United States has wi l fu l ly  
obstructed a l l  endeavours f o r  a settlement under t h e  aegis of the  Security 
Council. The Government of t h e  United S ta tes  has responded adamantly and 
i n  a very negative and destruct ive way against  t h e  c a l l  by t h e  General 
Assembly t o  convene an in te rna t iona l  peace conference on t h e  Middle East. 
The General Assembly has adopted such a c a l l  almost unanimously w i t h  t he  
exception of the United States, Canada, Israel and a fourth m e m b e r .  "In 
t h e  case of the l i be ra t ion  of Namibia, the  United States f inds i tself  a 
party t o  the  delaying process." 
the United States i s  the par ty  obstructing peace and undermining a l l  
internat ional  e f f o r t s  f o r  peace. 

I n - t h e  case of peace i n  the Middle E a s t ,  

I n  t h i s  context we are confident t ha t  t he  distinguished par t ic ipants  
w i l l  use a l l  t h e i r  resources and endeavours t o  br ing the  United S ta tes  i n  
l i n e  with the  rest of t he  worPd. 
Pax Americana w i l l  not help bring peace i n  the  Middle E a s t  o r  j u s t i ce  t o  
the  Palest inian people. We do appreciate the  e f f o r t s  of Jesse 
and the Rainbow Coalition - par t i cu la r ly  t h e i r  endeavours t o  include a 
j u s t  posi t ion on the fate of t he  Palest inian people i n  the platform of 
the 'Democratic Party". 

Isolationism i n  t h e  sense of imposing 

Jackson 

The prime concern should focus on t h e  fate and destiny of almost f i v e  
mil l ion Palest inians and how t o  redress t h e  in jus t i ce s  and v i s i t a t ions  
tha t  have a f f l i c t e d  t h e  l i v e s  and well-being of t h e  Palest inian and 
Palest inian people. 

It is  commonly known at t h e  United Nations t h a t  as early as 1948, t h e  
Government of the  United States ca l led  f o r  the re turn  of t h e  Palest inian 
refugees t o  t h e i r  homes. 
consecutive United States Governments w e  appeal t o  you, t he  "grassroots", 
t o  increase the awareness of the United States and Canadian communities of 
t h e  soc ia l  and economic burdens of the  Palest inian people as a result of 
t he  continued Israeli occupation and i t s  pers i s ten t  policy denying t h i s  
fundamental r i gh t  of t h e  Palest inian t o  return t o  h i s  home. We believe 
that you w i l l  use a l l  your resources t o  increase t h e  awareness of t h e  need 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  and ensure the  re turn  of t h e  Palest inians t o  their  homes i n  
Palest ine,  where they can l i v e  i n  peace. 

While w e  appreciate th i s  constant posi t ion by 
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The concept of self-determination i s  usually r e f e r r e d  t o  as a 
Wilsonian doctrine,  dating back t o  t h e  f i r s t  decade of t h i s  century. 
The image of t h e  United States i n  developing countries used t o  be, w e l l  
a t  least f o r  u s  Pa le s t in i ans ,  as the  champion of t h i s  r i g h t  t o  
self-determination of peoples. With t h e  exception of t h e  United S t a t e s  
and Israel, t h e  e n t i r e  world community advocates and upholds t h i s  r i g h t  
f o r  t h e  Pa le s t in i an  people and is endeavouring t o  f i n d  t h e  means t o  
guarantee t h e  free expression of t h e  r i g h t  t o  self-determination by t h e  
Pa le s t in i aa  people. 

It is  here t h a t  w e  feel  that you can cont r ibu te  t o  br ing  t o  t h e  
awareness of t h e  American and Canadian peoples t h a t  t h e  Pa le s t in i an  
people has t h e  r i g h t  t o  self-determination and t h a t  you should 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  finding ways and means t o  make t h e  exerc ise  of  t h i s  
r i g h t  as one of the  a i m s  of t h e  Administration i n  Washington i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  On t h e  eve of na t iona l  e l ec t ions  both i n  the  United S t a t e s  
and Canada, you would cont r ibu te  t o  t h e  espousing of t h i s  r i g h t  f o r  t h e  
Pa le s t in i an  people and i ts  f r e e  exercise.  

It i s  a common r i g h t  of peoples t o  choose t h e i r  representa t ives  
and t h e  Pa les t in ian  people has  already and unequivocably proclaimed 
tha t  t h e  PLO is t h e i r  so l e  and l eg i t ima te  representa t ive .  We do 
understand t h a t  some Governments may have t h e i r  own views on who should 
represent peoples, but regard less  of these views, our people stand fast 
and uni ted  t h a t  the  PLO i s  their  representa t ive .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t he  United 
Nations i n  1974 i nv i t ed  the  PLO, representa t ive  of t h e  Pa le s t in i an  
people, t h e  p r inc ipa l  par ty  t o  t h e  question of  Pa les t ine .  

We welcome you here  today as you do subscribe t o  t h e  above aims of 
t h i s  symposium, namely, t o  enable t h e  Pa les t in ian  people t o  exercise 
i t s  ina l ienable  r i g h t s ,  and t o  return t o  i t s  oxn homeland, Pa les t ine .  

I n  Geneva i n  t h e  summer of 1983, the Conference adopted a programme 
of ac t ion  for the  achievement of Pa le s t in i an  r i g h t s  and i n  some detai l  
what i s  suggested i s  t h a t  t h e  NGOs i n t ens i fy  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  every 
poss ib le  way. Such e f f o r t s  are mentioned the re  but w e  would hope t h a t  
you w i l l  i n t ens i fy  your e f f o r t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  exchanges and o ther  
programmes of j o i n t  ac t ion  with your Pa les t in ian  counterparts,  be they 
i n  t h e  occupied Pa le s t in i an  t e r r i t o r i e s  o r  i n  t h e  diaspora. 

We f u r t h e r  t r u s t  t h a t  your s t r a t egy  for col labora t ion  and 
networking w i l l  focus on your a c t i v i t i e s  i n  your own count r ies ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  coming f e w  months i n  preparation f o r  your p r e s i d e n t i a l  
e lec t ions .  I n  t h e  United S t a t e s  you have e l ec t ions  almost every yea r ,  so 
it i s  not only f o r  your endeavours during t h e  p re s iden t i a l  e l ec t ions  but 
f o r  any \and a l l  o f f i c e s ,  state, c i t y ,  borough, county, trade unions, 
student councils,  any s o r t  of e l ec t ions .  It is through your direct 
involvement that  you w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  prove t o  be a f a c t o r  among the  
f a c t o r s  determining policy-making i n  North America. It i s  w i t h  g rea t  
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sa t i s f ac t ion  that w e  have noted i n  t h e  last f e w  months an awakening and 
sens i t iz ing  of t he  American worker on t h e  street. It i s  t h i s  involvement 
of the  worker on t h e  street t h a t  w i l l  help reshape t h e  determining of 
po l ic ies .  
towards the  complete emancipation and involvement of t h e  American worker 
i n  determining the  pol ic ies  of h i s  country. 
long process. 

L e t  us consider t h a t  you a re  s t a r t i n g  on the  last t e n  metres 

We admit it w i l l  be a ra ther  

We must as w e l l  consider t h e  economic aspects of t he  United States- 
Israel re la t ions .  I am sure you know t h a t  by January 1985, t h e  Unit*ed 
States w i l l  import from I s r a e l  two b i l l i o n  dol la rs  worth of I s r a e l i  
products. That w i l l  be a d i r ec t  result of t he  implementation of free 
trade zone agreement. Some claim t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  not ser iously endanger 
United S ta tes  industry. 
white minority r6gime i n  South Africa has found i n  Israel an ou t l e t  
through which t o  market i s  products i n  t h e  European Economic Community 
(EEC), w e  a l s o  know t h a t  by providing t h i s  f a c i l i t y  t o  Israel, the  
I s r a e l i  m i l i t a r y  industry w i l l  a l s o  benefi t  and w i l l  increase i t s  
marketing i n  some neighbouring countries i n  Central America and South 
America. I leave it t o  your imagination t o  assess t o  what extent t h i s  
w i l l  a f f ec t  t h e  economy of t h e  United S ta tes  and i ts  work force,  and i t s  
involvement i n  C I A  and other  operations. 

But l e t  us think of another aspect - t h e  r a c i s t  

In  the mi l i t a ry  f i e l d ,  the General Assembly last  December had 
demanded par t icu lar ly  from t h e  United S ta t e s  t o  r e f r a in  from taking any 
s teps  tha t  would supplement Israel's war capabi l i ty  and consequently 
i t s  aggresive a c t s ,  whether i n  t h e  Palest inian and other Arab t e r r i t o r i e s  
occupied since 1967 or against  countries i n  t h e  region. 
disregard and contempt, t h e  United States reviewed and developed i t s  
s t r a t eg ic  agreement with Israel and as a mstter of f a c t  has i n i t i a t e d  t h e  
implementation of such an agreement by congucting so-called medieval 
manouevres. 
North America w i l l  de f in i t e ly  have something t o  say t o  your Governments 
about t h i s  involvement. 

In  t o t a l  

In  t h i s  context we are sure that  you, t h e  ''grassroots'' i n  

And f i n a l l y ,  I must say t h e  time t o  ac t  i s  now. We are  confident 
t h a t  your f i n a l  declaration w i l l  be a true r e f l ec t ion  of your 
determination t o  contribute.  

Let us not w a i t  f o r  the establishment of more Jewish settlements i n  
occupied Palest inian land. L e t  us not w a i t  f o r  t he  r e s u l t s  of such 
pol ic ies  - r e s u l t s  t ha t  w i l l  be manifested i n  more repressive act ion by 
the  Israeli Zionist  forces  of occupation - manifested i n  expulsions of 
farmers and workers from the i r  homes, manifested i n  further s tea l ing  of 
i r r i g a t i o n  w a t e r s ,  manifested i n  closing of schools, manifested i n  
strangulation of Palest inian Arab towns and v i l l ages  and t h e  consequences 
of such aggressions. 

Let us not w a i t  f o r  another Sabra, S h a t i l l a ,  E i n  El Helweh, not 
another Deir Yassin and Kafr Kassem - not another 1967 and 1982. 
ac t  now. 

L e t  us 
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A. The Inalienable Rights o f t h e  
Palestinian People 
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Professor Ibrahim Abu-Lughod 

At the beginning of my presentation I should like, as a person who has 
benefited enormously from the work of the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, to express my appreciation for 
your continuing good work. I would like also to express my appreciation to 
the Division for Palestinian Rights which has organized this conference. I 
know that the effort to organize this conference, as well as many of the 
previous conferences that were not intended for NGOs, have met with the overt 
hostility of certain States that' shall remain nameless, as well as with 
interference from alleged friends of the Palestinian people. 

I find it ironic that in 1984 in fact we still have to talk about the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and the national basis for such 
rights. For as many of you know, in 1921, that is 63 years ago, Palestine's 
independence was provisionally recognized by the League of Nations which has 
done a great deal of course to undermine that provisional independence. In 
1921 there was no question about the existence of a Palestinian national 
community or a Palestinian people, possessing national rights. Yet in 1984, 
we now try to articulate these inalienable rights. As they have been 
articulated both by Professor Said and Ambassador Sarre and Mr. Terzi and 
summarized also by Professor Zureik, the right to independence and sovereignty 
in Palestine, they are the right to return, and the right to representation by 
their own representative, which is the Palestine Liberation Organization. The 
articulation of these rights and therefore the effort to implement them on the 
ground, I think are based on a valid assumption that runs contrary to an 
invalid assumption. That is there are two assumptions that are in conflict 
which is probably the reason why we are here today. There is the historical 
Zionist assumption which quite clearly denies the existence of the Palestinian 
people and there is the other assumption that the Palestinian people do 
exist. One assumption, that is the Zionist one, has been expressed repeatedly 
over time. Most recently you will find a number of publications including the 
John Peters book which participate in this game of denying the existence of 
the Palestinians. But I have also a statement, which I shall quote to you, 
which I think sums up the attitude of the current Israeli population, not 
their agents, but the Israeli population, towards their view of the 
Palestinian people. So I do not need to quote Golda Meir's statement. I will 
quote another statement that came out on 1 December 1983 and published in the 
Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz, and written by someone I assume to be a Ph.D. like 
us, Dr. Shlomo Ariel. Now I will quote the statement in full. 

"As part of my job,'I organize some seminars about current issues 
for youngsters about to be conscripted [that is into the Israeli army]. 
I met with ten such groups of 50 boys each who can be described as a 
repr,esentative, random sample of Israel-Jewish population. The boys came 
from all sections of society and from all groups of ethnic origin 
existing within that age group. Since this happened after Finkelstein 
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from upper Nazareth had been interviewed on television on 1 November I 
chose as one of my topics the attitude towards the Arabs of  Israel (the 
citizens of Israel that D r .  Zureik was talking about). Almost all the 
participants in the debate said they fully identified with Finkelstein's 
racist attitude towards the Arabs. When I argued that the Arabs in 
question were citizens accorded equal rights by our laws, the typical 
response was that they should be deprived of Israeli citizenship. In 
every discussion group there were several boys who argued that the Arabs 
of Israel should be physically eliminated, including the old, women and 
children. When I drew comparisons with Sabra and Shatila and with the 
Nazi extermination campaign, they voiced their approval and declared in 
all honesty that they were willing to do the exterminating with their own 
hands without guilt feelings or hangups. Not a single boy voiced his 
horror or even reservations about these remarks, but some did say that 
there was no need for physical extermination. It was enough to expel the 
Arabs across the border. (That is the term also that was used by Mr. 
Herzl, when he wrote The Jewish State.) Many argued for South African 
style apartheid. The idea that the Arabs of Israel regarded this 
country, Palestine, as their homeland was received with amazement and 
contempt. Any moral arguments presented, were rejected with sneers. In 
any one group there were never more than two or three boys with 
humanitarian and anti-racist opinions, and I felt that they fear to 
express these publicly. Those few who are there to present unpopular 
views were indeed immediately silenced by a chorus of shouts." 

NOW, it seems to me in my presentation I will try to tell you the other 
assumption which underlies the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 
and the attempts to implement them. It seems to me that there are two 
national bases for these rights. One, is a historical one, and the other is 
existential. Both of these concern the current struggle of the Palestinian 
people for their attainment of their national rights. The argument of the 
United Nations, which as well follows the Palestinian argument, is that the 
Palestinians do constitute a national community, related to the soil of 
Palestine. The historical basis for this is that the Palestinian people who 
have grown in Palestine since time immemorial, have produced a specific 
cultural identity that makes them a people. They have produced a particular 
national system, a particular artistic system, legalistic system and all these 
facts that help to determine the existence of a specific national community. 
It is admittedly proved that the Palestinian people are also part of the Arab 
national community. The expression of the culture in Arabic and the 
participation in the Arab cultural endeavour has been an aspect of the 
contribution of all the specific Arab peoples. There is no denial today that 
the Egyptian people exist, they have their own specificity within the 
framework of the Arab national community. There is no argument about the fact 
that the Iraqi people do constitute a national community entitled to live in a 
sovereign State as part of the Arab community and therefore just as the 
Egyptians have contributed certain institutions, certain artistic productions, 
certain literary achievements, and the Iraqis, the Syrians, the Lebanese and 
the Saudis, so did the Palestinians over time. And you will find specific 
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expression in language, in art, in cuisine that are specific to each of these 
national communities. While the Arab community as a whole shares a national 
culture, each of its constituent elements have its own specificity. In that 
sense, since time immemorial, the Palestinian people have made their 
contribution on the soil of Palestine. They did not make that contribution on 
the soil of Iraq, or on the soil of Egypt. They made it specifically in 
Palestine and historians have recognized for quite a long time certain 
peculiarities to that soil in terms of its interaction with the people of 
Palestine, in terms of the attitudes that people have held since time 
immemorial. You will find for example, and it is not an accident politically 
today that the Palestinians are the only national community in the Arab world 
that have been in the forefront of advocating a democratic secular existence 
for multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-confessional communities. In fact, 
Palestine has always been much more receptive to a variety of religious 
experiences than most of the other States in the region. The only times that 
Palestine was not tolerant towards other communities were the times when 
Palestine was in fact occupied by people alien to the soil of Palestine. In 
the Middle Ages Palestine was an intolerant place when Palestine was 
controlled by the Kingdom of Jerusalem. Palestine today is intolerant towards 
other ethnic groups, other religious groups because it is controlled by alien 
settlers who came from another area and planted their own ideas about social 
and cultural existence. 

Now when the Palestinians therefore today affirm their national identity, 
they affirm it in the positive sense, on the basis of the historic continuity 
of the Palestinian people in terms of its interaction with the soil of 
Palestine, participating at the same time in the general creativity of the 
Arab national community. But there is a second basis which is negative. TF2 
second basis is essentially the existential experience of the Palestinians in 
modern times, specifically in terms of its struggle for national independence 
from British colonial control and in its attempt to frustrate the Zionist 
endeavour to transform Palestine into a racist State of Israel. This is 
specifically dated obviously from the onset of the mandate, that is from 1921, 
when Palestine as a specific geographic unit as we know it today in fact 
developed specific national institutions in terms of education and national 
economic system and so forth, constantly struggling to attain its independence. 
I have summarized in the paper that you will be receiving, six processes that 
describe the Palestine experience today. These are the existential 
experiences of the Palestinians since 1921. And I will enumerate them without 
going into great detail. 

Experience No. 1 is the fact dispossession. The Palestinian people of 
all people in the Middle East today are the only people in fact whose 
experience since 1921 is one of continual dispossession from their soil. So 
that today, as Benvenisti's report will indicate although it addresses itself 
only to the West Bank and Gaza, in fact the Palestinians today, own, in terms 
of their own soil, roughly 30 to 35 per cent of the soil of Palestine. When 
in fact, they were the possessors of the land up to 1921. Today, only 30 per 
cent of the soil of Palestine or 35 per cent of the soil is owned by its 
Palestinian people. The dispossession, is a common experience to all 
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Palestinians so that when Professor Zureik quotes to you a commonality to the 
reaction of the Palestinians to their fate, the commonality comes-both from an 
affirmation as well as from the negative experience that they have experienced 
largely at the hands of Zionist settlers. 

Second, all Palestinians share in the experience of expulsion and 
dispersion. Today, of the 4 . 5  million Palestinian people that are available 
in the profile that Professor Said might refer to later, only a minority of 
the Palestinian people today live on the historic soil of Palestine. 
Approximately 40 to 4 2  per cent of the Palestinian people today live in 
historic Palestine, which means that the process of expulsion that started in 
fact way back in the 1920s, as the Zionist companies began to acquire land 
with the aid of the British colonial administration, that resulted in 
continuing displacement, is a process that continues until this very moment. 
No one, no Palestinian is exempted from the experience of expulsion. 
Dispossession and expulsion are both common, irrespective of citizenship, 
irrespective of locale. So Palestinian citizens of Israel are also 
dispossessed. They continue to be dispossessed by the legal machinery of the 
State and they continue also to be expelled whether it is from upper Nazareth 
or from some other area. So this is the second. 

The third experience is one of national oppression. All the Palestinians, 
irrespective of place, have differentially experienced national oppression, 
whether it is in Israel or in the occupied West Bank or in Gaza or in Lebanon. 
Wherever the Palestinian is, today, he cannot because of the absence of 
statehood, because of the absence bf a governing authority, and because of the 
fact that the Palestinians are outside their soil, he cannot fashion a 
national curriculum by which to educate the people. They are subject to the 
curricula of all other State,s, but Palestinians themselves cannot implement a 
curriculum by which they can educate their children in terms of Palestinian 
national culture. In Israel', their education is in the hands of what 
Professor Zureik described as the orientalists of Israel, those who are 
experts on the minds of the Arabs. Therefore the national curriculum of the 
Palestinian citizens of Israel is in fact shaped by their opponents, opponents 
who obviously hold the negative views and stereotypes that are essential to 
the process of their expulsion and displacement. 

The fourth process is the process of genocide. Now the Palestinian 
people have experienced both cultural and physical genocide and the statement 
that I quoted to you encourages in fact the attempt of the Government to 
launch campaigns of extermination whatever the pretext maybe. But the 
Palestinian people today have gone through the experience of cultural and 
physical genocide, sometimes with deliberate planning. Now I want to alert you 
to, and you are obviously familiar with the definition of genocide that is 
accepted by the United Nations, is when a State plans for the destruction of a 
people in whole or in part and the campaign that was launched in Lebanon was 
intended to annihilate the Palestinians, that portion of the Palestinian 
people that lived in Lebanon. When a State incarcerates the able-bodied males 
between certain ages, i.e. between ages 17 and 18 and 60, in fact it is 
interfering with the birth rate of that community. Now everyone knows that, 
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€or Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza who are of that active age 
category, and Palestinians who were in Lebanon and were incarcerated in the 
Ansar concentration camp, figures that reach over 20,000 to 25,000 people and 
everyone knows the consequence for the birth-rate of that community. Now you 
read the definition of genocide that is accepted by the united Nations and 
apply it to Israel's behaviour in Lebanon as the MacBride Commission's report 
on Israel in Lebanon conclusively demonstrates, in fact, genocidal behaviour 
was expressed in that campaign. And in that sense, the trauma of the 
Palestinians embodies this experience in genocide. 

The fifth process is the process I call politicide, that is there are 
obviously two consensuses in the world. There is a consensus which is 
international in character, an international consensus which calls for the 
establishment of an independent Palestinian State in Palestine led obviously 
by the Palestine Liberation Organization, and the whole basis of the work of 
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People represents essentially the international consensus that affirms the 
rights of the Palestinian people to establish an independent sovereign State 
in Palestine. But there is a more powerful consensus. The consensus which is 
Israeli-American. These two, because they have more power, are able to annul 
the international consensus and their consensus is that, under no conceivable 
circumstance, should the Palestinians have an independent State. Under no 
conceivable circumstances, in accordance with all proposals that I have read, 
emanating from either Israel or the United States Government, is there a 
possibility €OK the Palestinians to establish an independent political 
community. This is a process of politicide. President Reagan's plan of 
1 September 1982 was explicit. Now in that sense, this is a unique experience. 
These five processes today concerning the Palestinian experience and the 
historic affirmation of the Palestinian people that have grown on the soil of 
Palestine as well as the negative experiences of the Palestinian people 
converge to affirm the rights of the Palestinian people to national 
independence, sovereignty, return and representation by the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 

Now the final comment that I want to make, having laid the national 
basis, is that it seems to me it is extremely important on existential grounds 
for the Palestinians to obtain an independent sovereign State, because it is 
only in the context of an independent sovereign State that a culture could 
survive. If the Palestinians do not have a State, Palestinian culture, in 
fact the community, will be participating in both physical as well as cultural 
genocide. That is number 1. Number 2 ,  I see a great danger that there is a 
tremendous amount of effort that is going on to implement the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people. 
these rights, their denial is more successful and, with time, those violations 
and those denials are gaining ground, on the ground, that is in Palestine 
itself, in occupied Palestine itself, the Palestinians are losing more ground 
instead of obtaining greater rights by the sheer power of Israel, a Power that 
is an admitted derivative from some other super-Power. The Palestinians are 
losing more grounds, more land, less control over their destiny and so forth. 

We see today that in fact the violation of 
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But I see also a great danger in terms of the future, not only for the 
Palestinians, because the success of -Israel in denyi-ng- the-Palestinian right 
to self-determination is already in fact affecting the implementation of the 
rights of the Arab people to maintain their independence. Now we have two 
instances already in which Israel has succeeded in depriving the Arab people 
of their right to maintain their independence and sovereignty and to live 
their own lives on their own historic soil. That is in Lebanon and in the 
Syrian Arab Republic. 
right to maintain their independence by the continued occupation of the 
Golan. The people of.Lebanon are denied their right to maintain their 
independence on their soil. Now this is not accidental, it is related to two 
issues. Issue number one: that Zionism has never had an intention only over 
Palestine, but had the intention of implementing its State in a territory that 
it calls Palestine but whose frontiers go beyond mandatory Palestine. 
recent threats that have emanated and you have seen them in the advertisements 
in the New York Times that Palestine is Jordan indicates also an intention to 
undermine the independence and Sovereignty of Jordan. So our failure in fact 
to implement the rights of the Palestinian people may also lead to an 
expansion of the violations of the rights of the Arab people. So if peace is 
threatened, it is not only threatened because the Palestine question remains 
unsolved, but because the intentions of Zionists go beyond the Palestinian 
people. 

The Syrian people of the Golan are deprived of their 

The 
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Edward Said 

Although I have been designated as moderator o 3 
like to conclude the presentation of individual statements by making a short 
summary statement and then open the floor to discussion. 

this session, I wou 

The present situation of the Palestinian people, as has been pursuasively 
argued by both Professor Zureik and Professor Abu-Lughod, is fundamentally and 
seriously anomalous. Palestinians have all the attributes of nationhood, a 
common history, the language, a set of traditions, a national culture, 
national institutions, a national representative in the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, recognized universally by every segment of the Palestinian 
population as well as by a large majority of the world's states and a common 
framework of aspirations and values, but the Palestinians do not control 
Palestine which is the natural site of their projected independent State. The 
United Nations has been very clear on the imperatives of Palestinian national 
self-determination and so too have the Islamic Conference, the Movement of the 
Non Aligned and the Organization of African Unity as well as various important 
European, Asian and Latin American states, yet still the processes continue by 
which the Palestinian people has been alienated both from its natal territory 
and its cultural patrimony. 

Today, more Palestinians than ever before are born in exile and face the 
prospect of continued exile, external as well as internal. In the occupied 
territories, in Lebanon, and in the Syrian Arab Republic, more Israeli 
settlements, more Israeli violence in collective punishment attempts to break 
the Palestinian national will. For as Zionist 
and Israeli leaders have been saying candidly for several generations, that 
Palestinian national claims are neither admissible to them nor valid. As for 
Israel's chief ally, the United States of America, while Presidents Carter and 
Reaqan have gone as far as admitting the existence of a question of Palestine, 
even to the extent in the case of President Carter of speaking guardedly of 
the need for a Palestinian homeland of some sort, the United States has not 
accepted the premises of Palestinian nationalism. With Israel the United 
States has opposed the idea of national self-determination for the 
Palestinians and in so far as it foresees the need for a solution to the 
question of Palestine, it does so in terms that firmly opt for not accepting 
the Palestinian and international consensus' definition of an acceptable 
solution. 

The aims of Israpl are clear. 

I may refer here to a statement that appeared in today's New York Times 
of a symposium on terrorism conducted by an Israeli organization in 
Washington. The United States Secretary of State defined Palestinian efforts 
to regain a homeland as different from those of other peoples (he was speaking 
of the Afghanistan people for example) and defined Palestinian efforts as 
terrorism saying that the various allies of the united States including the 
Governments, for example, of Honduras and El Salvador, do not engage in acts 
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of terrorism. And indeed it might strike one as somewhat peculiar to have 
this remark from a Secretary of State given that declarations by the united 
States Government on some of its allies in Central America have in fact 
defined what has been done there in the case of El Salvador as in fact 
terrorism (the killing of innocent church people and other civilians) But 
since they are allies of the United States they therefore qualify for 
approval, whereas the Palestinians who are by all standards the victims of 
sustained State terrorism by Israel at a scale in proportion to which all 
other claims pale, are defined as terrorists. 

The sufferings therefore, imposed upon the Palestinian people in its 
dispersion and its political difficulties, are therefore legion. All these 
sufferings derive from the perfect inability of every Palestinian, man, woman 
and child to exercise a fundamental set of inalienable rights. No Palestinian 
has a Palestinian passport. No Palestinian has Palestinian nationality. No 
Palestinian can vote in a national election as a Palestinian. No Palestinian 
can voluntary return to Palestine and take up residence there. In most places 
the very word Palestine is either denied OK in some way made the object of 
particular, usually injurious juridical, political, social and cultural 
discrimination. Thus, for example, there has never been a Palestinian census, 
nor for that matter referendum. The anomaly of course is that as a people the 
Palestinians are among the most advanced in the world so far as their 
political consciousness is concerned. Every Palestinian shares with all other 
Palestinians a history of dispossession and a no less important history of 
struggle. 
they are exiled, dispersed and punished, but that they have advanced so far 
beyond these negative attributes as to have articulated a positive vision of 
the future. 

For the profoundest truth about the Palestinians today is not that 

Unmistakably and collecti-vely, the Palestinian people has formulated its 
own sense of itself and of its future as aimed at the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian State on the historical national soil of Palestine. 
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E l i a  T. Zureik 

A quarter  of a century after the  establishment of the  S ta t e  of 
Israel, and with it the  dispersal of a majority of t h e  indigenous 
Palest inian population, s l i g h t l y  less than one ha l f  of t h e  more than 
4 mill ion Palest inians continue t o  reside i n  h i s t o r i c a l  Palest ine and 
thus f ind  themselves i n  varying degree under Israeli mi l i t a ry ,  p o l i t i c a l  
and economic control  -- 1.2 mil l ion l i v e  i n  t h e  West Bank and Gaza and 
0.6 mil l ion i n  pre-1967 Israel, whereas t h e  rest are scattered i n  the  
Arab world and outside it. Regardless of where they happen t o  l i v e ,  the  
Palest inians and t h e i r  spokemen are being constantly hounded by Israel's 
agents and m i l i t a r y  apparatus. 
undertaking by an elaborate and vicious campaign of hatred,  orchestrated 
by leading po l i t i c i ans ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  mass media s p e c i a l i s t s  and 
fundamentalist re l ig ious  groups, all of whom have made it t h e i r  business 
i n  t h i s  country and outside it t o  deny the very existence of the 
Palest inians as a people, who are e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e i r  r i gh t  of self- 
determination and a place under the sun. 

I s r a e l  i s  being assisted i n  t h i s  

L e t  t he re  be no mistake about it, the  o f f i c i a l  Zionis t  establishment 
i n  I s r a e l  and outside it is  waging t o t a l  w a r  against  t h e  very existence 
of t h e  Palest inian people; i n  t h i s  they are aided and abetted by the 
legacy of t he  holocaust and Western anti-Semitism whose heinous crimes i n  
exterminating European Jewry are now being exorcized a t  the  expense of t h e  
Palest inians '  r i g h t  of self-determination. The obscenity with which t h e  
holocaust was, and i s  being now, traded by Begin's, Sharon's and Shamir's 
i l k ,  t h e  t e r r o r i s t s  of y e s t e ~ e a r  and today's representat ives  of I s r a e l ' s  
rul ing c i r c l e s ,  i s  being matched by the callousness of gen t i l e  Zionists of 
all shades, from t h e  re l ig ious  r igh t  of J e r ry  Falwell 's types i n  t h e  United 
S ta tes ,  t o  Senator Daniel Pa t r ick  Moynihan, infamous f o r  h i s  r a c i s t  and 
venomous a t tacks  on t h e  Arabs i n  general and t h e  Palest inians i n  par t icu lar  
and h i s  fake liberalism which condemns United S ta tes  aggression i n  Central 
America but celebrates it together w i t h  Israel's i n  the  Middle E a s t ,  t o  the 
charlatan and opportunist Senator G a r y  Hart, and ul t imately t o  Vice-President 
Walter Mondale, t h a t  perennial  product of t h e  Democratic par ty  machine whose 
godfather, organized American labour i n  the  shape of t h e  AFLCIO, pr ides  
i tself  f o r  coming out i n  t o t a l  support of Israel's aggression i n  Lebanon and 
fo r  being oblivious t o  the  h i s t o r i c  ro l e  of t h e  Zionist  t r ade  union movement, 
t he  Histadrut, i n  cu l t iva t ing  prof i tab le  t i e s  with oppressive regimes such 
as South Africa and i n  dispossessing t h e  Palest inian workers from genuine 
national, p o l i t i c a l  and economic r igh t s .  It is  fair t o  say t h a t  racism 
against  t h e  Arabs i n  general and the  Palest inians i n  pa r t i cu la r  i s  t h e  only 
cause i n  recent memory where the  so-called l e f t  i n  t h i s  country has e i the r  
supported Israel or maintained s i lence over the Palest ine question, and i n  
so doing has managed t o  c lose ranks w i t h  i t s  arch-enemy, the rad ica l  r i gh t .  
This,is indeed a commentary on the  p o l i t i c s  of t h e  l e f t  i n  North America. 

The tragedy in all. o f  this is that the conniving against  the Palestinian 
people i s  being orchestrated behind t h e  backs of t h e  American masses and a t  
t h e  expense of t h e  American taxpayer, whose hard-earned money i s  subsidizing 
t o  the tune of $200 mill ion t o  $300 mill ion a year Zionism's avaricious 



a p p e t i t e  f o r  t h e  expansion of se t t lements  on t h e  West Bank  and Gaza, so 
as t o  negate t h e  Pa le s t in i an  dream f o r  an independent S t a t e  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  
Pa le s t ine .  I n  addi t ion  t o  t h e  unl imited infus ion  of t h e  American 
taxpayer ' s  money i n t o  t h e  c o f f e r s  of t h e  Israeli Government, t h e r e  i s  t h e  
fune l l i ng  of huge amounts of tax-exempt funds r a i s e d  by Zionis t  
o rganiza t ions  i n  t h e  West, not  t o  mention t h e  enormous write-off of United 
S t a t e s  a i d  t o  Israel amounting t o  t h e  b i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  -- a l l  t h i s  i n  
order  t o  o i l  and f u e l  Israel's aggressive m i l i t a r y  and i n d u s t r i a l  machine. 
The l a t e s t  hushed m i l i t a r y  agreement between I s r a e l  and t h e  United S t a t e s  
se rves  as another s l ap  i n  t h e  f ace  of an impotent Arab world, which i s  
being duly rewarded f o r  surrending what i s  l e f t  of i t s  i n t e g r i t y  t o  t h e  
Pax Americana. 

The tremendous p o l i t i c a l  and economic leverage which t h e  United 
S t a t e s  has a t  i t s  d isposa l  t o  compel I s r a e l  t o  consider more conc i l i a to ry  
measures i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  i s sue  is  matched only by i t s  t o t a l  
c a p i t u l a t i o n  before  t h e  vociferous Zionis t  lobby i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
whose main and t r a d i t i o n a l  occupation of covering up Israel 's  crimes has  
now been extended t o  defaming t h e  reputa t ion  of those f e w  courageous 
Americans who venture t o  expose t h e  lunacy of American fore ign  pol icy i n  
t h e  Middle E a s t  and as a r e s u l t  f i n d  t h e i r  names included i n  an e labora te  
and preposterous "enemies l i s t "  prepared by Zionis t  o rganiza t ions  such as 
t h e  B'nai  Br i th .  
t o  s u f f e r  a t  t h e  hands of t h e  new breed of t h e  se l f - s ty l ed  McCarthyites of 
t h e  so-called Anti-Defamation League -- more appropriately t he  Defamation 
League. 

J e s se  Jackson i s  the  l a t e s t ,  but by no means t h e  l a s t ,  

It would be a mistake t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  o f f i c i a l  I s r a e l i  ob jec t ives ,  a s  
some pundi ts  do, on the  b a s i s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  colourat ion of  t h e  Government 
of the  day. 
whether a r t i c u l a t e d  by so-called Labour Z ion i s t s ,  Rev i s ion i s t s ,  o r  
groupings of o ther  ideologica l  shades i n  power, have always been t o  
o b l i t e r a t e  any sense of  Pa le s t in i an  nationalism. I n  t h i s  r e spec t ,  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  genocide perpe t ra ted  aga ins t  the  Pa le s t in i ans  and t h e i r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  during Israel 's  1982 des t ruc t ion  and occupation of West Beirut  
and Lebanon i s  an attempt t o  a n n i h i l a t e  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  ( w i t h  t h e  a id ,  of 
course,  o f  United S t a t e s  weapons and f i n a n c i a l  backing).  It i s  d i f f e ren t  
from what goes on da i ly  i n  t h e  West Bank and Gaza only i n  terms of t a c t i c s  
and not u l t ima te  ends: i n  both ins tances  t h e r e  i s  a convergence i n  I s r a e l i  
p o l i c i e s  toward l i qu ida t ing  t h e  c u l t u r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and even physical  
surv iva l  of Pa le s t in i an  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t h e i r  r ep resen ta t ives .  

The overr iding ob jec t ives  of successive I s r a e l i  Governments, 

I n  examining the  da t a  pe r t a in ing  t o  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  under I s r a e l i  
con t ro l ,  w e  a r e  t o l d  t h e  reason that  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  a r e  worse o f f  than t h e  
dominant major i ty  Jews on ind ica to r s  of income, occupation, education, 
h e a l t h ,  housing, ownership of durable  goods, modes of p o l i t i c a l  o rganiza t ion ,  
c u l t u r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and general  economic v i a b i l i t y  i s  due t o  t h e i r  
t r ad i t i ona l i sm and s o c i a l  backwardness inhe r i t ed  from cen tu r i e s  of ignorance. 
This approach, which blames t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  f o r  t h e i r  own oppression, has 
not withstood t h e  onslaught of empir ical  evidence, i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e g r i t y  
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and, most importantly, t h e  reac t ion  of Pa le s t in i ans  themselves. The 
o r ig ina to r s  of t h i s  psychologistic ideology a r e  o r i e n t a l i s t s  of all 
kinds,  some of whom run t h e  I s r a e l i  bureaucracy, and o thers  who parade 
themselves, ins ide  Israel and outside it, as experts on t h e  Arab mind. 
Shlomo Avineri, a self-professed s o c i a l i s t  and previous Director General 
of t h e  Israeli Foreign Ministry under the Labour Government, who has 
been a t tacked  r ecen t ly  i n  t h e  pages of t h e  Israeli  d a i l y  Ha'Aretz by a 
repentant Benvenisti -- t h e  former Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem -- f o r  
indoct r ina t ing  Israeli s o l d i e r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  occupation and des t ruc t ion  
of West Bei ru t ;  Amnon Cohen, a previous advisor t o  the m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s  on t h e  West Bank; Menachem Milson, t h e  d i sc red i t ed  West Bank 
administrator appointed by t h e  Likud government t o  manage t h e  systematic 
oppression of West Bank Pa le s t in i ans ,  and of course Yehoshafat Harkabi, 
t h e  spy-turned-academic, t o  name a few, a l l  are but i n t e l l e c t u a l  specimens 
of I s r a e l ' s  academic i l i t e s  whose i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  Arab mind goes hand 
i n  hand with t h e i r  dedication t o  warped p o l i t i c a l  i d e a l s  and t h e i r  
d i s se rv ice  i n  t h e  cause of peace. 
Minister,  who is  sure t o  give t h e  word " i n t e l l e c t u a l "  a bad name, i s  
(according t o  h i s  advisors as revealed i n  a laudatory exposh i n  The New 
York Times (Franks, 25 March 1984) "beginning t o  study t h e  Arab mind". 

Even Moshe Arens, I s r a e l ' s  Defence 

There i s  a tendency among those of us who watch t h e  Middle E a s t  
c lose ly  i n  search of the  s l i g h t e s t  s ign  o f  hope f o r  peace t o  a t t r i b u t e  a 
grea t  deal of importance t o  t h e  various s p l i n t e r  peace movements i n s ide  
Israel on t h e  assumption thak they are j u s t  t h e  beginning of  a change i n  
t h e  climate of opinion t o  eventually l ead  t o  a change of hea r t  among t h e  
I s r a e l i  public concerning t h e  Pa le s t ine  i ssue .  While I do not want t o  
minimize t h e  s ign i f icance  of t hese  movements i n s ide  Israel and outs ide  i t ,  
it i s  equally important t o  remain r e a l i s t i c  about t h e i r  prospects i n  
q r e a d i n g  t o  the  majority of the population, i n  I s r a e l .  

L e t  m e  review before you two s e t s  of d a t a  which r e f l e c t  t h e  pos i t i on  
of t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  under Israeli rule on the l e v e l  of public opinion and 
economic circumstances. I w i l l  start with t h e  l a t te r  f irst ,  t o  be 
followed by t h e  former and conclude by summarizing the  reac t ion  of t h e  
Pa le s t in i ans  themselves. 
d i n a l  d a t a  which I gathered i n  t h e  middle of t he  1970s when I was working 
on my book, The Pa le s t in i ans  i n  Israel. A t  t h a t  time I t r i e d  t o  show Ohat 
t h e  ideologica l  underpinnings of the I s r a e l i  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  are premised 
on a form of hegemony c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of s e t t l e r  soc i e t i e s .  Indeed it could 
not be otherwise, f o r  t h i s  supers t ruc tura l  system i s  w h a t  makes and 
j u s t i f i e s  t h e  ex is tence  of discriminatory p rac t i ces  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  
economy and po l i ty .  "he i n t e r e s t i n g  f ea tu re  of t h i s  comparison, as the  da ta  
below w i l l  show i s  t h a t  a decade o r  more la te r  t h e r e  has hardly been any 
change i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  o r i en ta t ion  of t h e  dominant Jewish majority t o  t he  
Pa le s t in i an  i ssue .  I n  a 
study car r iedout  i n  t h e  1960s and ea r ly  1970s, 80 per cent of Israelis 
polled agreed w i t h  t h e  proposit ion t h a t  t h e  "Arabs w i l l  not reach t h e  l e v e l  
of progress of J e w s " ,  and 90 per cent endorsed t h e  proposit ion tha t  "Arabs 
understand only force".  It i s  not surpr i s ing  t o  f ind  i n  t h e  same poll t h a t  

My objec t ive  now i s  t o  update some of t h e  a t t i t u -  

Let m e  f i r s t  r e c a p i t u l a t e  t h e  e a r l i e r  r e s u l t s .  
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90 per cent of the  Jews sampled would prefer  t o  see fewer Arabs remain i n  
the  country (Peres,  1971). 
I s r a e l ,  it i s  shown t h a t  84 per cent would be bothered i f  a f r iend  or  
r e l a t i v e  married an Arab, God forbid; 74 per cent i f  t h e i r  own children 
befriended Arabs, 54 per cent i f  t h e i r  children were taught by Arab 
teachers ,  and 49 per cent i f  Arabs moved next door (Segal, 1973). 
Contrast t h i s  t o  t he  findings of a study of r u r a l  Palestinians car r ied  out 
a t  the  same period, i n  which 90 per cent of them sa id  they would be wil l ing 
t o  befriend J e w s  (Yalan, 1972). A group of psychologists i n  t h e  middle of 
t h e  1960s, who studied the  mutual perceptions of Arab and Jewish youth, 
reached the  following astonishing conclusions, namely tha t  Arabs were 
perceived by Jewish children t o  be "lower on nearly a l l  t r a i t s ,  
s ign i f icant ly  so on courage, good looks, in te l l igence ,  leadership,  
cheerfulness, pleasantness, manners, t ruthfulness ,  successfulness, good- 
naturedness, self-confidence, permissiveness, r ek iab i l i t y  and capacity f o r  
hard  work" (Lamber t  e t  a l . ,  1965).  
we discover t ha t  53 per cent of the Jewish adul ts  i n  the  sample said t h a t  
Arabs are  l a z i e r  than Israelis; 74 per cent t h a t  Arabs are  l e s s  i n t e l l i gen t ;  
68 per cent t h a t  Arabs feel bl ind hatred toward the  Jews ( I  wonder why, one 
might ask?);  75 per cent t h a t  Arabs a re  c rue l le r ;  88 per cent t ha t  Arabs a re  
more dishonest; and 67 per cent believe tha t  Arabs are in fe r io r  t o  I s r a e l i s .  

In  another 1971 survey of Jewish adul ts  i n  

And from Segal ' s  study Whose Jerusalem? 

More than a decade la ter ,  an Israeli psychologist, D r .  Shlomo Ariel ,  
summarized i n  a l e t te r  t o  t h e  H s - k e t z  (1 December 1983) t he  conclusions of 
h i s  invest igat ion based on in-depth interviews he conducted with would-be 
draf tees  in to  the  Israeli army i n  t h e  following words: 

"In every discussion group there  were several  boys who argued t h a t  
t he  Arabs of I s r a e l  should be physically eliminated including t h e  
o ld ,  women and children. and 
Shat i la  and w i t h  the  Nazi  extermination campaign, they voiced 
t h e i r  approval and declared i n  a l l  honesty t h a t  they were wil l ing 
t o  do t h e  exterminating with t h e i r  own hands, without g u i l t  
feel ings o r  hang-ups. Not a s ingle  boy voiced h i s  horror o r  even 
reservations about these remarks, but some did say tha t  there  w a s  
no need f o r  physical extermination. 
Arabs across the border. 

When I drew comparisons with Sabra 

It w a s  enough t o  expel the  

Many argued f o r  South African-styled apartheid. The idea t h a t  
t he  Arabs of I s r a e l  regarded t h i s  country a s  t h e i r  homeland w a s  
received w i t h  amazement and contempt . . . ' I  

David Shipler ,  The New York Tines correspondent i n  I s r a e l ,  f i l e d  a 
four-part se r ied  i n  December of 1983 i n  which he dea l t  with t h e  predicament 
of the Palest inians who are c i t i zens  of t h e  S ta t e  of I s r a e l  (The New York 
T imes ,  27-30 December 1983). 
p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l  conditions of the  Palest inians i n  Israel, Shipler 
c i t e s  data from the  ear ly  1980s which show tha t  65 per cent of t h e  
I s r a e l i s  surveyed indicated t h a t  they could not t r u s t  an Arab ( a  similar 
proportion of t he  Arabs expressed an ident ica l  a t t i t u d e  towards the  J e w s ) .  

In  t he  course of de ta i l ing  the  sad economic, 
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t h e  majority of t h e  Jews, c lose  t o  70 per cen t ,  endorsed the  proposit ion 
t h a t  J e w s  should be given preference i n  education, jobs and welfare 
bene f i t s .  
Jews i n  the  sample endorsed discrimination aga ins t  Arabs seeking high 
government pos i t i ons ,  and 77 pe r  cent thought t h a t  t h e  Government w a s  
doing more than enough f o r  t h e  Arabs. 
Gilmour's (1982) observation t h a t  90 per cent of t h e  jobs advertised i n  
t h e  d a i l y  newspaper Yediot Aharanot state t h a t  t h e  appl icants  must be 
"army leavers" , which e f f e c t i v e l y  excludes most Arabs. Ship le r  grasped 
t h e  essence of i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  racism i n  Israel by noting t h e  following 
on two separa te  occasions: 

When broken down, t he  da t a  revealed t h a t  84 per  cent of t h e  

These f ind ings  are i n  l i n e  with 

"Much of the discrimination i s  b u i l t  i n t o  l a w .  More generous 
c h i l d  welfare payments, subsidized government loans f o r  housing 
and o the r  bene f i t s  a r e  ava i l ab le  t o  those who had a t  least one 
family member i n  t h e  army, thereby excluding a l l  Arabs, who a r e  
exempt from t h e  draft . . ." 
And on another occasion, i n  t h e  aftermath of t h e  massacre of 

Pa le s t in i ans  i n  t h e  refugee camps i n  Lebanon, he remarked: 

"In a l l  the  soul-searching provoked by t h e  w a r  i n  Lebanon, t h e  
Beirut massacre, and t h e  S t a t e  inquiry commission, t h e  foundations 
of one Israeli a t t i t u d e  have gone r e l a t i v e l y  unchanged. This i s  
t h e  na t iona l  consensus on t h e  i l l eg i t imacy  of Pa le s t in i an  
nationalism ... It stands at t h e  cent re  of Israel 's concept of 
i tself  i n  t h e  region, r e f l e c t s  t h e  emotional content of Zionis t  
ideology, and i l luminates t h e  r e j e c t i o n  by most Israelis across 
most of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  spectrum of t h e  notion t h a t  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  
are a l s o  a people laden with a h i s t o r y  and a dream." 
York T imes ,  20 February 1983). 

F ina l ly ,  a survey conducted i n  1980 (Tsemah, 1980) showed t h a t  65 per 

(The New 

cent of t h e  Jews sampled thought t h a t  it was impossible t o  t r u s t  
Pa le s t in i ans  i n  Israel, 64 per cent endorsed increased surve i l lance  over 
them, 42 per  cent support "preventive a r r e s t s "  of the  Pa le s t in i ans ,  and 
77 per  cent r a t iona l i zed  t h e  need f o r  all t h i s  on the basis of na t iona l  
secur i ty .  
highest  level of in to le rance  aga ins t  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  c m e  from t h e  Jewish 
population i n  t h e  Gal i lee  with t h e  l a r g e s t  Arab concentration: 72 per  cent 
agreed t o  l i m i t  the  number of Arabs i n  t h e  country so t ha t  they don't 
become a majority; 57 per  cent endorsed t h e  idea  of encouraging t h e  
Pa le s t in i ans  t o  leave; and 78 per  cent approved of increasing surve i l lance  
over t h e  Pa le s t in i an  population (Ha-Aretz, 30 March 1984) .  

It is s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  note t h a t  when broken down by region, t h e  

The r a c i s t  ideology of the  ru l ing  c i r c l e s ' i n  Israel does not seem t o  
su f fe r  from any inh ib i t i ons  when it comes t o  t h e i r  treatment of t h e  
Pa le s t in i ans .  Sharon's murderous schemes i n  invading Lebanon, which 
culminated i n  t h e  systematic des t ruc t ion  of t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  i n  Sabra and 
S h a t i l a  by t h e  Israeli-sponsored Chr is t ian  Phallange gangs, t o  h i s  
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sponsoring of t o r t u r e  p r a c t i c e  on t h e  West Bank i n  h i s  capac i ty  as Defence 
Minis te r ,  t o  Begin's re fe rence  t o  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  as "two-legged beas ts"  
who f e l l  ou ts ide  t h e  p a i l  of t h e  human race ,  t o  t h e  obscene u t te rances  of 
t h e  previous Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Israeli Army, General Rafael Ei tan ,  who 
r e jo i ced  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  as a r e s u l t  of t h e  se t t lements  on the West Bank 
and Gaza, t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  would be squeezed and forced t o  behave l i k e  
"drugged cockroaches i n s i d e  a bo t t l e " .  
r a c i s t  ou tburs t s  aga ins t  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  f i n d  t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  t h e  
dehumanizing p o l i c i e s  of an earlier generat ion of a r c h i t e c t s  of Zionism, 
whether it i s  i n  Golda Meir's den ia l  i n  t h e  l a t e  1960s of t h e  exis tence of 
t he  Pa le s t in i an  peoplehood or  t h e  c ra s s  manifestat ions of I s r a e l  Koenig 
who, as sen ior  o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  I s r a e l i  Ministry of I n t e r i o r ,  excel led by 
producing h i s  infamous memorandum i n  which he advised t h a t  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  
i n  I s r a e l  should be urged t o  emigrate through denia l  of appropriate  job 
oppor tuni t ies  and, should t h i s  not-so-subtle method f a i l ,  ou t r igh t  
expulsion should not  be ru l ed  out .  

O f  course these  1980 vintage 

Turning t o  t h e  socio-economic p r o f i l e  of t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  the  
evolut ion of Pa le s t in i an  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e ,  both i n  t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  
and in Israel proper ,  r evea l s  t he  colonized nature  of Pa le s t in i an  economy. 
Again t o  r e f e r  t o  S h i p l e r ' s  a r t i c l e s  i n  The New York T i m e s ,  he concluded: 
I n  I s r a e l ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s  there a r e  about 6,000 Jews i n  academic pos i t i ons  
and about 20 Arabs: one out  of  300. There has never been an A r a b  Supreme 
Court J u s t i c e .  
Arab -- no bank, i n d u s t r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  undertaking. And 
I might add t h a t  Arab un ive r s i ty  s tudents  comprise around 2.5 pe r  cent of 
t h e  e n t i r e  un ive r s i ty  s tudent  populat ion,  a t  a time when t h e  Pa le s t in i an  
minori ty  i n  I s r a e l  amounts t o  c lose  t o  16  pe r  cent  of t he  population. 

No l a r g e  economic i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Israel headed by an 

I n  t h e  face  of continued conf i sca t ion  of Arab land and appropriat ion 
of water resources ,  the  emerging pa t t e rn  of economic r e l a t i o n s  revea ls  t h e  
na ture  of t h e  dual  labour  market i n  I s r a e l i  soc ie ty :  t h e  Jews a r e  
concentrated i n  t he  p ro fes s iona l ,  s k i l l e d  and mi l i t a ry - re l a t ed  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
while t h e  Arabs are t o  be found i n  t h e  secondary economic sec to r  where 
unski l led  and service-type jobs predominate. Over t h e  yea r s ,  t h e  outcome 
of t h i s  process has been occupational segregation accompanied by f u r t h e r  
de-pro le ta r ian iza t ion  of t h e  Jewish labour force.  It i s  t h i s  phenomenon 
which has prompted t h e  I s r a e l i  soc io logis t  Rivkah Bar-Yosef t o  note as 
e a r l y  as a decade ago t h a t  t h e  Jews i n  Israel have become ''a na t ion  of  
bosses " . 

For t h e  Arabs i n  t h e  labour  force  t h e  leading " indus t r i a l "  s ec to r  i s  
furniture-making, woodwork and upholstery; i n  con t r a s t  t h e  Jewish labour 
force  i s  concentrated i n  managerial ,  i n d u s t r i a l  and s t r a t e g i c  sec to r s  of 
t h e  economy, such as the  diamond, e l ec t ron ic ,  s c i e n t i f i c  and profess iona l  
occupations. Faced with shortage In  the  t echn ica l - indus t r i a l  s e c t o r ,  where 
spec ia l ized  t r a i n i n g  i s  needed and i n  conformity with t h e  dua l i t y  of t h e  
labour  market, Israel i s  turn ing  t o  importing fore ign ,  non-Arab s k i l l e d  
labour ,  and/or acce le ra t ing  t h e  absorption of t r a i n e d  Western Jewish 
immigrants (Makhoul, 1981). 
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A t y p i c a l  f ea tu re  of Pa le s t in i an  work experience has  been i t s  
migratory nature .  
Jewish s e c t o r ,  Arab workers have found it imperative t o  t r a v e l  long 
d is tances  from t h e i r  places  of res idence i n  search of employment i n  t h e  
Zionis t  metropoles. It is  estimated t h a t  c lose  t o  80 per  cent of 
Pa les t in i an  workers commute from t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  t o  p laces  of work. 

Since a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  en t e rp r i se s  are loca ted  i n  t h e  

The low profess iona l  p r o f i l e  of t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  i s  expected t o  be 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e i r  income. When ad jus ted  on a per  c a p i t a  basis,  o f f i c i a l  
f i g u r e s  show t h a t  t h e  income of Pa le s t in i an  workers (urban and rural)  i n  
Israel i s  less than one ha l f  of  t h a t  of Jewish workers. Arabs f a l l  i n  t h e  
lowest t e n t h  pe rcen t i l e  of t h e  income spectrum. I n  s p e c i f i c  terms, the 
most recent  da t a  show t h a t  a Pa le s t in i an  makes 51  per  cent  of what an 
I s rae l i -born  Jew earns.  

Taking o the r  i nd ica to r s  of s tandards o f  l i v i n g  i n t o  account, we f ind  
t h a t  t he  Pa le s t in i ans  come out cons i s t en t ly  behind J e w s .  Arabs spend i n  
propor t iona l  terms more on food and s h e l t e r  than Jews -- a c l e a r  s ign  of a 
depressed economic s t a t u s .  They own s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l e s s  i n  terms of durable 
goods such as c a r s ,  te lephones,  t e l e v i s i o n s ,  e t c .  But above a l l  t h e  most 
dramatic cont ras t  i s  i n  the  a rea  of housing. More than  one t h i r d  of a l l  
Pa le s t in i ans  i n  Israel l i v e  between t h r e e  and four  persons t o  a room. 
corresponding f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  Jewish population i s  less than 2 pe r  cent .  
F i f t een  per  cent  of  t h e  Arabs l i v e  i n  one person t o  a room, compared t o  t h e  
c lose  t o  60 per  cent of t h e  Jewish population. 

The 

It i s  l eg i t ima te  t o  ask i n  t h e  l i g h t  of a l l  t h i s  what would be t h e  
r eac t ions  of t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  t o  t h i s  s t a t e  of  a f f a i r s ?  A s  a s o c i o l o g i s t ,  I 
am s t ruck  by t h e  ethnocentr ic  methodological approaches adopted by Israeli 
researchers  i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s tud ies .  For example, t h e  numerous publ ic  
opinion surveys conducted i n  I s r a e l  invar iab ly  exclude Pa le s t in i an  respondents 
from t h e i r  samples. And t h e  few at tempts  t h a t  were made t o  include 
Pa le s t in i an  respondents suf fe red  from l ack  of vigour and demanded extreme care  
i n  t h e i r  i n t e rp re t a t ion .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  one should attempt t o  s i t u a t e  t h e  da t a  
i n  t h e  context of t h e  preva i l ing  atmosphere of suspicion and mis t rus t .  To put 
it mi ld ly ,  Pa le s t in i an  respondents,  un l ike  t h e i r  Israeli Jewish counterpar t s ,  
f e e l  threatened and harassed i f  they  voice publ ic ly  e i t h e r  t he i r  c r i t i c i s m  of 
Israeli  p o l i c i e s  o r  depic t ion  of the i r  circumstances i n  a manner t h a t  might 
por t ray  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  bad l i g h t .  Bearing i n  mind these ser ious  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  
it i s  s t i l l  poss ib le ,  I be l i eve ,  t o  construct  a gene ra l  p i c t u r e  of t h e  
f ee l ings  and a sp i r a t ions  of  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  under Israeli cont ro l .  

According t o  one study c i t e d  by Gilmour, ha l f  of t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  sampled 
i n  I s r a e l  i n  1979 do not recognize Israel 's  r i g h t  t o  ex i s t ,  w h i l e  two t h i r d s  
be l ieve  t h a t  Zionism i s  r a c i s t .  A highly publ ic ized nation-wide study 
conducted i n  1980 by researchers  from Haifa  Universi ty  (Smooha and Pere t z ,  
1 9 8 2 ) ,  sought t o  compare Pa le s t in i an  a t t i t u d e s  ( t h e  so-called Israeli Arabs) 
t o  t h e i r  Jewish counterpar ts  on a c l u s t e r  of i s sues  having t o  do with 
Pa le s t in i an  nat ional ism,  t h e  PLO and statehood. A summary tab le  of the  
re levant  results is reproduced i n  t h e  annex t o  t h i s  paper. Su f f i ce  it here t o  
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highl ight  t h e  main findings i n  point form: 

1. 80 per  cent of t h e  Palest inians advocate I s r a e l ' s  recognition of 
Palest inian nationalism, while 16.3 per cent support such a posi t ion i n  a 
qua l i f ied  basis under cer ta in  conditions. O f  t he  Jews i n  t h e  sample, 53.7 
per cent r e j e c t  t h i s  idea,  35.3 per cent espouse it i n  a conditional manner 
and t h e  remaining minority of 10 per  cent approve of t h e  idea without 
qua l i f ica t ions  . 

2. Close t o  70 per cent of t h e  Palest inians i n  I s r a e l  advocate 
Israel 's  recognition of t h e  PLO as t h e  legit imate representat ive of t he  
Palest inian people without any reservat ions,  23 per cent do with some 
qual i f ica t ions ,  and 9 per cent oppose such a recognition. Among t h e  Jewish 
respondents, close t o  85 per  cent r e j e c t  t o t a l l y  the recognition of the PLO. 

3. 76.9 per cent of t h e  Jewish respondents polled opposed outr ight  a 
Palest inian S ta te  on t h e  West Bank and Gaza, compared t o  64.3 per cent of 
t h e  Palest inians who endorsed it without any qual i f icat ions,  and 20 per cent 
under ce r t a in  conditions. 

4. It i s  in te res t ing  t o  note t h a t  78 per cent of the  Palest inians i n  
t h e  study agreed tha t  t h e  Palest inian refugees should be repa t r ia ted  t o  
t h e i r  o r ig ina l  homes in pre-1967 Israel, whereas 74 per cent of t he  Jews 
rejected t h i s  proposal. 

5. In  t h e  l i g h t  of the'above, it i s  not surprising t o  f ind  t h a t  84 per 
cent of t h e  Palest inians . i n  t he  sample are against settlements i n  t h e  
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ,  compared t o  27.8 per cent of t h e  Jewish respondents. 

In  conclusion, t he  authors of t he  study discover tha t  on t h e  bas i s  of 
an ideological scale which s t re tches  from a hawkish t o  non-hawkish posi t ion,  
Jews were skewed toward the upper (hawkish) end of t h e  continuum, whereas 
Arabs were s l a t ed  toward t h e  lower (non-hawkish) section of t h e  scale.  

The relevant question t o  raise here from the  point of view of the  
Palest inians is  t h i s :  
both consti tuencies across the 1967 Green 
various po l l s  conducted on the  West Bank i n  the  last  two t o  three years ,  
before and a f t e r  the  I s r a e l i  invasion of Lebanon, have demonstrated an 
unshakeable ident i f ica t ion  w i t h  t he  PLO as the  sole  representative of t he  
Palest inian people. One such p o l l ,  commissioned for  Time magazine i n  April 
1982, showed Palest inian support f o r  t h e  PLO reaching the  upper 80 percentage 
points.  
I s r a e l i  government, be it through t h e  bru ta l  invasion of Lebanon o r  t h e  
continued suppression i n  t h e  West Bank,  including i ts  feeble attempts a t  
cu l t iva t ing  a quisling l o c a l  leadership,  t h e  results of these po l l s  must have 
come as a great disappointment, par t icu lar ly  t o  Israel 's Arabists who, l i k e  
Professor Milson, thought they had f i n a l l y  grasped the  essence of t h e  Arab 
mind. 

"To what extent are Palest inian aspirat ions shsred by 
Line?" On the  question of t h e  PLO, 

I n  t he  face of  various a t t&pts  t h a t  were orchestrated by t h e  



- 31 - 

The data on t h e  question of Pa le s t in i an  s o l i d a r i t y  across  t h e  Green 
Line show a p a t t e r n  t inged  with a sense of  realism, y e t  with an 
unwill ingness t o  succumb t o  t h e  d i c t a t e s  of the Zionis t  r6gime. I n  f a c t ,  
65 per  cent of  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  i n  t h e  Haifa study saw t h e i r  f a t e  
in t imate ly  connected with t h a t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people and t h e  reaching 
of an equ i t ab le  so lu t ion  t o  t h e  self-determinat ion i s sue  which, i n  t h e i r  
view, w a s  ignored by t h e  Camp David accords.  

A more d e t a i l e d  comparison, though based on a much smaller sample, 
concerning t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and na t iona l  a s p i r a t i o n s  of t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  on 
both sides of t h e  Green Line w a s  conducted by West Bank researchers  i n  
assoc ia t ion  w i t h  B i r  Zeit Universi ty .  The sample w a s  comprised of two 
sets of 6 l i t e s  and wage-earners, w i t h  each set chosen from the-West Bank 
and Israel. 
whi le  t h e  75 wage-earners from t h e  West Bank were matched by corresponding 
73 wage-earners from t h e  Pa le s t in i ans  i n  Israel. Again, I w i l l  summarize 
t h e  r e s u l t s  i n  point  form: 

The Q l i t e  groups cons is ted  of 24 respondents from each region,  

1. Among t h e  Pa le s t in i an  C l i t e s  l i v i n g  i n  Israel, 66 per  cent  agree 
t h a t  Israeli  occupation of t h e  West Bank has  contr ibuted t o  a heightened 
sense of Palest inianism,  and 75 pe r  cent  agree tha t  it i s  important f o r  t h e  
Pa le s t in i ans  i n  Israel t o  cont r ibu te  i n  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  West B a n k  Pa l e s t in i ans  
i n  coping w i t h  m i l i t a r y  occupation and poss ib ly  pu t t ing  an end t o  it. While 
t h e  f e e l i n g  of Palest inianism has not t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  convergence of  f u t u r e  
p lans ,  c lose  t o  one h a l f  of t h e  Pa le s t in i an  6l i tes  feel  t h a t  as Israeli 
c i t i z e n s ,  t h e i r  immediate problems are of  a d i f f e r e n t  na ture  and t h a t  they 
should a s s e r t  t h e i r  Palest inianism through securing b e t t e r  treatment from 
t h e  Israeli a u t h o r i t i e s ;  37 per  cent  def ined t h e i r  s o l i d a r i t y  with West Bank 
Pa le s t in i ans  i n  terms of un i ty  and common des t iny .  

2 .  The majori ty  of West Bank g l i t e s ,  6 3  per  cen t ,  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  1967 
War heightened t h e  common des t iny  of t h e  Pa le s t in i an  people,  67 per  cent  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  1967 War increased t h e  sense of  Palest inianism and 58 per  cent  
thought the War un i f i ed  t h e  Pa le s t in i ans ,  although it w a s  agreed t h a t  t he  
problems faced by each group were d i f f e r e n t  i n  t he i r  na ture  and as such 
required d i f f e r e n t  so lu t ions .  However, 79 per  cent  s a w  a r o l e  f o r  t h e  West 
Bank Pa le s t in i ans  i n  a s s i s t i n g  those Pa le s t in i ans  i n  Israel t o  t a c k l e  t h e i r  
problems. 

3. When asked t o  forecas t  t h e  fu tu re  of the  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ,  t h e  
two groups of  6 l i t e s  gave not-too-dissimilar responses: 37.5 per  cent  of 
those from Israel f e l t  t h a t  t h e  PLO would succeed i n  e s t ab l i sh ing  a S t a t e  i n  
t h e  West Bank and Gaza, 21 pe r  cent  s a w  t h e  West Bank r eve r t ing  back t o  
Jordan, and 4 per cent  envisaged a Reaqan plan-type so lu t ion  i n  terms of a 
federa t ion  w i t h  Jordan. Among t h e  West Bank  g l i t e s ,  42 per  cent forecas t  
tha t  t h e  PLO would succeed i n  s e t t i n g  up a State i n  t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ,  
compared t o  17 per cen t ,  who s a w  a Reagan plan-type so lu t ion  emerging; it i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  tha t  a minority wi th in  each group, 8 per  cent i n  t h e  case of t h e  
West Bank 6 l i t e s  and t h e  Pa le s t in i an  i l i t e s  f r o m  Israel, f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
occupation would continue i n  t h e  foreseeable  fu tu re .  
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4. There w a s  no desire  on t h e  pa r t  of t h e  Palest inian 6 l i t e  from 
Israel t o  emigrate t o  such a S ta te  i f  and when it came in to  being. 
saw t h e i r  place i n  Israel (46 per cent )  and t h e i r  s ta ted  aim was t o  
assert t h e i r  steadfastness i n  the  land and t o  f i g h t  f o r  equality of 
treatment i n  a l l  spheres of soc ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and above a l l  economic l i f e .  
This contrasted d ras t i ca l ly  with West Bank perceptions, where 54 per cent 
of the  d l i t e  sample thought t h a t  t h e  Palest inians i n  I s r a e l  would jo in  the  
new State .  

They 

5 .  Among the workers' sample, 66 per  cent of those from the  West 
Bank  and 46 per cent of those from within Israel thought t h a t  a sovereign 
Palest inian State would actual ly  come in to  being i n  the  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  
i n  the  coming decade. 
l a t t e r  ant ic ipated tha t  I s r a e l i  military occupation would continue w e l l  i n t o  
the  near future .  

11 per cent of t h e  former and 28 per cent of the  

6 .  43 ger cent of t h e  Palest inian workers i n  the  West Bank thought 
t h a t  Palest inians from Israel: would choose t o  jo in  such a S ta t e ,  compared t o  
a minority of 1 2  per  cent of Palest inian workers from I s r a e l  who thought 
s imilar ly .  

7 .  If t h e  1967 War did not physically contribute t o  the  unity of the 
Palest inian people, 71 per cent of wage-earners from t h e  West Bank 
concluded t h a t  it enhanced t h e i r  nat ional  consciousness. This view was 
equally shared by 73 per cent of t he  samFle of Palest inian workers from 
I s r a e l .  
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Annex 

Attitudes of I s r a e l i  Jews and Palestinians 
t o  the  PLO and Palestinian Statehood 

(percentage) 

1. Should Israel recognize 
a Palestinian nation? 

Yes 
Under cer ta in  c&dit ions 
No 
Total 

2. Should I s r ae l  recognize the  
PLO as the representative 
of t he  Palestinians? 

Palestinians 

80.1 
16.3 - 3.6  
100.0 

Yes 68.0 

No g.l 
Under cer ta in  conditions 22.9 

Total 100.0 

3. Should there  be a Palestinian 
S ta t e  i n  the  West Bank and Gaza? 

Yes 64.3 
Under cer ta in  conditions 20.0 
No 
Total 

4. Should I s r ae l  recognize the  
Palestinian refugees' r igh t  t o  
repatriation to pre-1967 Israel? 

Yes 
Under cer ta in  conditions 
No 
Total 

5. Should there  be settlements 
i n  t h e  Occupied Terr i tor ies?  

I n  favour 
Have reservations 
Against 
Total 

15.7 
1100.0 

77.9 
17.9 

4.2 
.loo .Q 

2.2 
13.5 
84.3 
100.0 
- 
.- 

J e w s  - 

11.0 
35.3 
53.7 
100.0 

2.7 
12.5 
84.9 

LOLL?, 

5.4 
17 -7 
76.9 
100.0 

5.8 
20.1 
74.1 
1oo.o 

45 -7 
26.5 
27.8 

1 L O  
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6 .  Borders w i t h  which one i s  
prepared t o  compromise f o r  
peaceful  set t lement:  

( a )  All Pa les t ine  i n  which 
new S t a t e  w i l l  be es tab l i shed  

(b) 1947 p a r t i t i o n  plan 

( c )  he-1967 borders, r e t u r n  of 
East Jerusalem 

( d )  Pre-1967 borders ,  with some 
modifications 

( e )  Present borders with some 
compromise on West Bank 

(f) Present borders  with c e r t a i n  
modi f i c a t  ions  

Tota l  

Pa l e s t in i ans  

11.8 

25.7 

41.0 

8.9 

7 

Jews - 

1.2 

.3 

1.0 

8.0 

32.5 



- 35 - 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

D a k k a k ,  Ibrahim. A Survey of t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of Pa le s t in i an  wage-earners 
on both s ides  of t h e  1949 a rmis t ice  l i n e .  Alexander Scholch, ed. ,  
Pa l e s t in i ans  over t h e  Green Line, London, I thaca  P res ,  1983. 

Gilmour, David. Dispossessed: t h e  ordea l  of t h e  Pa le s t in i ans .  London, 
Sphere Books, 1980. 

Lambert, Wallce E. e t  a l .  h ra lua t iona l  reac t ions  of Jewish and Arab 
adolescents t o  d i a l e c t i c  and language va r i a t ions .  
Personal i ty  and Socia l  Psycholom, vol. 11, N o .  1, 1965. 

Journal of 

Makhoul, Najwa .  Changes i n  t h e  employment s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Arabs i n  
Israel. Journal of Pa le s t ine  S tudies ,  vo l .  1 0 ,  No. 2 ,  1981. 

Peres,  Yochanan. Ethnic Relations i n  I s r a e l .  American Journal of 
Sociology, vol.  LXXVI, No. 6 ,  1971. 

Sahl iye ,  k i l e .  A Survey of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  of Pa le s t in i ans  
i n  t h e  West Bank and in s ide  Israel. Alexander Scholch, ed. 
Pa le s t in i ans  over t h e  Green Line. 

Segal,  Ronald. Whose Jerusalem? London, Jonathan Cape, 1973. 

Smooha, Sauuny and Don Peretz; The Arabs i n  Israel. Journal of  Conflict 
Resolution, vo l .  26, No. 3,  September 1982. 

Tsemah, M.  The a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  Jewish majority i n  Israel towards t h e  
Arab minoritE. Jerusalem , Van Lee Foundat ion  , 1980. 

Yalan, h a n u e l  e t  a l .  The modernization of t r a d i t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
villages: minority v i l l a g e s  i n  I s r a e l .  
Study Centre, 1972. 
Development, No. 11. 

Rehovot, I s r a e l ,  Settlement 
Publ ica t ions  on Problems of Regional 

Zureik, E l i a .  The Pa le s t in i ans  i n  I s r a e l :  a study of i n t e r n a l  colonization. 
London, Routledge and Kegan Paul,  1979. 



- 36 - 

B. The Role of the North American Churches 
on the Question of P a l e s t i n e  
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Dale Bishoe 

On 2 1  J u l y  1948 t h e  fo l lowing  cable was addressed t o  Mr. Char les  T a f t ,  
P r e s i d e n t ,  F e d e r a l  Counci l  of Churches i n  t h e  United States: 

"The a p p a l l i n g  f a c t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Arab r e f u g e e  problem d u r i n g  
t h e  l a s t  s i x  months. V i r t u a l l y  h a l f  of t h e  non-combatant Arabs of 
P a l e s t i n e  have become displaced p e r s o n s ,  houses  wrecked beyond r e p a i r  and 
whole communities reduced to  d e s t i t u t i o n .  It  is e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  200,000 
P a l e s t i n i a n  Arabs who have t a k e n  r e f u g e  i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  Arab c o u n t r i e s  
are  p e n n i l e s s .  These c o u n t r i e s  have m e t  t h e  demands o f  t h e  g u e s t s  
generous ly  and r e s o u r c e f u l l y  o n l y  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e i r  s l e n d e r  r e s o u r c e s  
are  approaching exhaus t ion .  S t i l l  more obvious  is t h e  l o t  of t h e  200,000 
or more r e f u g e e s  who have remained w i t h i n  t h e  borders of P a l e s t i n e .  If 
t h e  t r u c e  ends i n  a f i n a l  peace t h e y  w i l l  go home to  bare f i e l d s ,  looted 
houses  and a s h a t t e r e d  economy. I f  t h e  t r u c e  ends i n  a renewal o f  war 
t h e i r  miseries w i l l  be mul t ip l ied .  Whatever happens,  t h e y  now possess 
but  t h e  c l o t h e s  t h e y  s t a n d  up i n  and a courage  t h a t  w i l l  respond e a g e r l y  
to  any promise o f  a r e t u r n  to a normal l i f e .  T h i s  d r i f t i n g  m u l t i t u d e ,  
close to  h a l f  a m i l l i o n  i n  number, is i n  d e s p e r a t e  need of organized  
he lp .  An i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agency s u i t a b l y  equipped and l i b e r a l l y  suppor ted  
must take charge  a t  once.  Can t h e  Federal Counci l  take immediate s t e p s  
to  spread  t h e  knowledge o f  t h i s  need and to  promise t h e  r e q u i r e d  a i d ?  
Reps. P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  American co lony ,  American F r i e n d s '  miss ion ,  
P r o t e s t a n t  Episcopal Church o f  t h e  United States." 

A month l a t e r  a telegramme from a similar group o f  American e x p a t r i a t e  
Church r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  went to  t h e  World Counci l  of Churches. 
" ( w e )  importune t h e  world Counci l  of Churches t o  examine P a l e s t i n e  problem i n  
l i g h t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  of  C h r i s t i a n  j u s t i c e  with t h e  view to  recommend 
rec t i f ica t ion  of obvious wrongs. 

I t  read i n  p a r t ,  

These t w o  cables, s e n t  by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  American churches i n d i c a t e  
t h e  frame of r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h e s '  response t o  t h e  concern f o r  t h e  
r e f u g e e s ,  whose p l i g h t  was g r a p h i c a l l y  described i n  t h e  cable to t h e  Federal 
Counci l  of Churches. This concern w a s  embodied i n  c r e a t i o n  of r e l i e f ,  and 
e v e n t u a l l y ,  development structures t h a t  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  work  today,  a lmost  40 
y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e i r  c r e a t i o n .  Today t h e  American churches  s t i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  
generous ly  t o  t h e  Department of  S e r v i c e  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  Refugees,  an 
i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  o f  t h e  Middle E a s t  Counci l  of Churches,  whose area committees 
a d m i n i s t e r  development programmes i n  I s rae l ,  t h e  W e s t  Bank, Gaza, Jordan  and 
Lebanon. 

The second major t h r u s t  of t h e  telegrammes, however, envis ioned  something 
more than humani ta r ian  r e l i e f .  The writers urged t h e  churches  "to examine the  
P a l e s t i n e  problem i n  l i g h t  of t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of C h r i s t i a n  j u s t i c e . "  Although 
t h e  c h u r c h e s '  response to  t h e  humani ta r ian  needs was s w i f t  and generous ,  t h e r e  
w a s  g r e a t  c a u t i o n  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  po l i t i ca l  - what many termed moral - 
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dimensions of the problem. In September of 1948, for example, the World 
Council of Churches, in a resolution dealing with the Palestine issue, made 
what one observer has called a clear-cut refusal to take a stand on the 
political issues, stating "on the political aspects of the Palestine problem 
and the complex conflict of 'rights' involved, we do not undertake to express a 
judgement. 'I 

Over the years, and especially after the 1967 war, the dichotomy between 
humanitarian aid and a discussion of political rights has closed. My colleague 
from the Middle East office of the National Council of Churches has noted the 
distinctly political-moral dimension of the National Council of Churches Middle 
East policy statement, which was approved unanimously by the Governing Board of 
the National Council of Churches in November of 1980. 

In that statement the following affirmation is deemed essential for a 
beginning of the resolution of the Palestinian issue: recognition by the Arab 
States and by the Palestinian Arabs of the State of Israel with secure, defined 
and recognizable borders; and recognition by Israel of the right of national 
self-determination for the Palestinian Arabsand of their right to select their 
own representatives and to establish a Palestinian entity, including a 
Palestinian State. 

This policy statement has been affirmed by the national meetings of 
several individual denominations, including the two I represent: the United 
Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Why have the churches spoken to the Palestinian issue? One motive 
suggested by the churches' critics in this regard is that the churches are 
merely "protecting their interests" in the Middle East. While it is true that 
what are called "main-line denominations" have had sizeable mission enterprises 
in the Middle East, including such a well known institution as the American 
University of Beirut, the ch'urches' willingness to take on the moral and 
political aspects of the Palestinian issue has increased while their 
involvement with mission institutions has decreased. Most denominations have 
now turned over responsibilities for former mission institutions to indigenous 
partner churches in the area. On the other hand, the presence of missionary 
personnel in the area did play a role in the shaping of the churches' attitude 
toward the Palestinian issue. Missionaries experienced the events of 1948 as 
the cable I have cited indicate and have been present during the intervening 
years. 

Such a critique also overlooks the role of the ecumenical movement. As 
the churches' relationship to the Middle East has shifted from a unilateral 
missionary relationship to a multilateral ecumenical relationship, we have 
increasingly benefitted from the insights of Middle Eastern Christians, for 
whom the lack of a just resolution of the Palestinian issue has been an 
unmitigated and continuing disaster. This is true not only for Palestinian 
Christians, but also for Christians in neighbouring countries, especially in 
Lebanon. 
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As we l o o k  ahead to the future of the churches' relationship to the 
Palestinian issue, we can perhaps see a twofold role of advocacy and 
constituency education in addition to the continuation of humanitarian 
assistance. There are obstacles. The churches' role as advocates is limited 
both by their lack of resources and by the general political climate. The task 
of education is made difficult by the persistence of anti-Arab, anti-Muslim and 
anti-Jewish stereotypes current in American society. The reinforcement of 
these negative stereotypes in the mass media and popular novels constitutes a 
real challenge to those who wish to see a human face put on Middle East issues. 

And finally, we are constantly challenged by the complexity of Middle East 
issues. Many church people, encountering such complexity, are content to rely 
on inherited wisdom, a wisdom often shaped by the biases and negative imagery 
I have just mentioned. But the churches will continue to work for a just, a 
peaceful resolution of the Palestinian issue, one which guarantees self- 
determination to Israelis and Palestinians alike. 
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Charles A. K i m b a l l  
~ 

My name i s  Charles Kimball. I serve as t h e  Direc tor  f o r  the 
Middle East Office of t h e  National Council of t h e  Churches of  Christ  
i n  t h e  U.S.A.  ( N C C C ) .  I am an ordained Southern Baptist 
min i s t e r  and a candidate f o r  t h e  Doctor of Theology i n  Islamic 
Studies and Christian-Muslim r e l a t i o n s  a t  Harvard University. 
apprec ia te  t h i s  opportunity t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  panel discussing t h e  role 
of t h e  North American churches on t h e  question of Pa les t ine .  

I 

The National Council of Churches i s  an agency of 31 Pro tes tan t  and 
Orthodox communions i n  t he  United S t a t e s ,  which toge ther  have a t o t a l  
membership of approximately 42 mi l l i on  persons. 
have charged NCCC " t o  study and t o  speak and a c t  on conditions and issues 
i n  t h e  nation and i n  t h e  world which involve moral, e t h i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  
p r inc ip l e s  inherent i n  t h e  Chr is t ian  gospel". 
does not claim t o  speak f o r  a l l  t h e  members of t h e  31 member churches, it 
does express t h e  considered judgement and pos i t ion  of t h e  representa t ives  
of those churches s i t t i n g  Tor t h a t  purpose as t h e  Governing Board. 

Its m e m b e r  communions 

While t h e  Governing Board 

As Chris t ians  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  we are deeply concerned about 
events i n  t h e  Middle East because of our mandate t o  work f o r  j u s t i c e  and 
peace i n  the world. I n  addi t ion ,  the  Middle E a s t  exe r t s  a spec ia l  hold on 
our a t t e n t i o n  s ince  it i s  t h e  c rad le  of our r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h .  
of t h e  Middle East imgoses-a r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  prudent and persevering 
action. 
t h e  Middle East o r  what w e  f a i l  t o  say and do may effect profoundly our OM 
fu tu re  and t h e  fu tu re  of t h e  world. It could make t h e  d i f fe rence  between t h e  
achievement of j u s t i c e  and peace o r  continuing c o n f l i c t  and world-endangering 

The importance 

What United S t a t e s  Christians say, do and th ink  about problems of 

W a r .  

Our concern as t h e  National Council of Churches grows out of t h e  h i s t o r y  
of  t h e  Chr is t ian  r e l ig ious  t r a d i t i o n  as well as our c lose  r e l a t ionsh ips  w i t h  
t h e  contemporary indigenous Chr is t ian  community i n  t h e  Holy Land. While w e  
cannot speak for Middle Eastern Chr is t ians ,  it i s  important t o  note t ha t  t h e  
pos i t ions  taken by NCCC have been decided i n  t h e  context of a long-standing 
dialogue and working r e l a t ionsh ip  with them. 

On 6 November 1980, a f t e r  an extensive two and one-half year study 
process by a distinguished panel of  church l eade r s ,  NCCC Governing Board 
adopted unanimously (162 vo te s )  t he  "Middle E a s t  Policy Statement". 
Policy Statement and subsequent Council statements and reso lu t ions  provide 
the  basis for my comments regarding t h e  r o l e  of NCCC on the  question of 
Pa les t ine .  

This 

The question of Pa le s t ine  and t h e  fu ture  f o r  t h e  Pa le s t in i an  people i s  
a major concern throughout the  Middle East Policy Statement. 
ins tance ,  sec t ions  dealing with self-determination and t h e  r i g h t s  of 
minor i t ies  i n  t h e  Middle Eastern cu l tu re s ,  t h e  arms race ,  s ecu r i ty  and 
jus t ice .  
Pa le s t in i an  people". This i s  the  heart of NCCC policy r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  
symposium. Therefore I wish t o  quote severa l  paragraphs: 

There are, for 

The f i n a l  po r t ion  of t h e  policy statement concerns " I s r a e l  and t h e  
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"At the heart of anv solution of the Israel-Palestinian confl ict  i s  
a recognition that  the struggle is between two peoples over the Same 
t e r r i t o ry .  
a t  the time of  World War 1 by the great Powers set the stage f o r  
the  struggle of  these two peoples. Palestinians f ee l  they have 
been deprived o f  t he i r  homeland and denied the r i g h t  of  self-deter- 
mination. 
homeland f o r  rebuilding a Jewish national l i f e .  
solution a re  complicated because w i t h i n  each society there a re  
differ ing concepts of  the nature o f  religious ident i f ica t ion  w i t h  
t h e  State and t h e  degree t o  which pluralism should prevail. 

Conflicting promises  were made t o  b o t h  Jews and Arabs 

I s r a e l i s  f e e l  they have legit imately acquired the i r  
Attempts a t  

"Numerous proposals have been put for th  and forums suggested i n  
which a solurion t o  the confl ic t  could b e  achieved. In 1 9 6 7  
the United Nations Security Council unanimously adopted res- 
olution 2 4 2  which. includes 'respect f o r  and acknowledgement o f  
t h e  soverigncy, t e r r i t o r i a l  in tegr i ty  and p o l i t i c a l  ipdependence 
of  every State  in the area and t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  l i v e  i n  peace with- 
in secure and recognized boundaries f ree  f m m  threats o r  acts  
of force,  as w e l l  as 'withdrawal o f  I s r a e l i  armed forces from 
t e r r i t o r i e s  occupied i n  t h e  recent Dune 19677 conf l ic t .  The 
resolution has been generally regarded as praviding an accept- 
able b a s i s  f o r  resolution or' t h e  confl ic t  between I s r ae l  and 
t h e  Arab s t a t e s .  However, varipus par t ies  CO t he  conf l ic t  
have found t h i s  resolution insuff ic ient  i n  i t s e l f ,  in  part 
because i t  deals w i t h  t h e  Palestinian people only as  refugees ... 

"Fhrther, the Palestinian people thhse lves  have not been p h Y  
t o  xegotiations, n o r  is there an agreed-upon mechanism t o  accom- 
p I i s h  t h i s .  At t h i s  t ine ,  the Palescine Liberation Organization 
functions as t h e  o n l y  organized voice of the Palestinian People 
and appears t o  be t h e  o n l y  body able t o  negotiate a settlement 
on t h e i r  behalf. Steps t o w a r d s '  peace which would make possible 
direct negotiations between I s r ae l  and t h e  Palestinians m u s t  
include o f f i c i a l  action by t h e  Palestine National Council, t h e  
del iberat ive body -of t he  Palestine Liberation Organization, in- 
cluding e i ther  an amemdment o f  the Palestine National Covenant 
of 1968 or,an unambiguous statement recognizing Israei as a 
sovereign State  and its r ight  t o  continue as  a Jewish State .  
At t he  same t i m e ,  I s rae lmust  o f f i c i a l l y  declare i t s  recog-. 
n i t i o a  o f  the r i g h t  of  the Palestinians t o  self-determination, 
including the o p t i o n  o f  a sovereign State  apart f rom the Hash- 
ernite Kingdom o f  Jordan and o f  i t s  acceptance o f  the Palestine 
Liberation Organization as a participant in the peace negotia- 
tions. Further, each party should re f ra in  from a l l  hos t i l e  ac t s  
against the other.  As long as each party demands that  t h e  o t h e r  
cakes t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  successful negotiation seems unlikely. 
These reciprocal initiatives will renove doubt about the 
acceptance by t h e  two part ies  o f  each o ther ' s  r i g h t  t o  a nation- 
a l  exiserice.  
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ifcease-fire and recorn i t ion  do not come easily for  e i t h e r  par ty .  
I s r a e l i  Government c i t e s  evidence that  the Palestine Liberation 
Organization seeks the destruction or' I s r a e l ,  and, i n  some fornu- 
l a t i ons ,  denies the existence o f  Jews as  a people. The Palestine 
Liberation Organization c i t e s  evidence that  I s r ae l  seeks the de- 
s t ruc t ion  of  the Palestine Liberation Organization and, in some 
formulations, denies t h e  existence of  the Palestinians as a 
people. Whether o r  n o t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  steps i n  resolving these 
h i s t o r i c  enmities can be achieved depends i n  large part  on t h e  
a b i l i t y  o f  the international community t o  communicate i t s  com- 
rnitment t o  the survival of  b o t h  peoples and t o  a broad vision 
that encompasses the aspirations o f  b o t h  peoples as conpatible 
rather than mutually exclusive. 

The 

"Whatever formula for t he  Deace process develous, there should be 
reciprocal recognition or' the r ight  or' self-determination. TSe 
Jewish people have.claimed and exercised the i r  r ight t o  se l f -  
determination i n  the State  o f  I s r ae l .  The Palestinian 7eople 
claim and seek t o  exercise t h e  r i g h t  o f  se l f -detsminat ion 
by creating a Palestinian e n t i t y ,  including the option o f  
a sovereign State .  

"In order  t o  build upon t h e  existing, but p a r t i a l ,  beginnings of 
a resolution of  the conf l ic t s  between I s r ae l  and the Palestinians 
and the related Arab-Tsrael conf l ic t s ,  the National Council o f  
t h e  Churches of  Christ i n  t h e  U.S.A. considers t h e  following 
a f f i rna t ions  essent ia l ,  recognizing that  the i r  sequence and 
t h i n g  w i l l  be matters o f  negotiation: 

" (  a)  Csssation of  acts  o f  violence in  all its  forms by 
all par t i e s .  

( b )  
Arabs o f  the State of Israel with secure,  defined and recognized 
borders; and recognition by Israel of the  r igh t  of nat iona l  
self-determination f o r  t h e  Pa les t in ian  Arabs and of t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  
s e l e c t  t h e i r  own representat ives  and t o  establish a Pa les t in ian  
e n t i t y ,  including a sovereign Sta te .  In t h e  meantime, u n i l a t e r a l  
ac t ions  i n  respect t o  such issues such as sett lement pol icy and 
land and water use i n  t h e  occupied areas can only inflame a t t i t u d e s ,  
and reduce the  prospect of achieving peace; 

Recognition by t h e  Arab S t a t e s  and by t h e  Pa les t in ian  

" ( c )  Agreement on and crea t ion  of a mode of  enforcement of 
i n t e rna t iona l  guarantees f o r  t he  sovereign and secure borders of 
Israel and of any Pa les t in ian  e n t i t y  established as pa r t  of the  
peace process. This would mean t h e  implementation of t h e  pr inc ip les  
enunciated i n  United Nations Securi ty  Council resolut ion 242 (1967) ; 

1' ( d )  Provision for so lu t ions  t o  problems of t h e  ref'ugees and 
displaced persons, Pa les t in ian  Arab, Jewish and o ther ,  a f fec ted  by t h e  
I s rae l i -Pa les t in ian  and related conf l i c t s  dating from 1948, including 
questions of compensation and return; 
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" ( e )  Anreement on t h e  f i ture  s t a tus  of Jerusalem, a focus 
o f  t h e  d e e ? e s t  r e l i g i o u s  i n s p i r a t i o n  and a t t achmen t  of  
t h r e e  f a i t h s ,  Judaism,  Christianity and Islam. E x i s t i n g  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t rea t ies  ( P a r i s 9 1 8 5 6 , a n d  S e r l i n ,  1878) and 
League of Na t ions  a c t i o n s  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  and claims 
o f  t h e  t h r e e  m o n o t h e i s t i c  r e l i g i o n s  t o  Holy Places shou ld  
remain u n a l t e r e d .  At t h e  same time, t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  Jeru- 
salem shou ld  be viewed i n  te rms  o f  p e o p l e  and n o t  only ' in 
t e rns  of s h r i n e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f u t u r e  s t a t u s  of Jerusalem 
should  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  agenda o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n e g o t i a -  
tions i n c l u d i n g  Israel  and t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  peop le  f o r  a 
comprehensive s o l u t i o n  of t h e  f i d d l e  East c o n f l i c t .  
l a t e r a l  a c t i o n s  by any one group i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Jerusalem 
w i l l  o n l y  p e r p e t u a t e  antagonisms t h a t  w i l l  t h r e a t e n  t h e  
peace o f  t he  city and p o s s i b l y  t h e  r e g i o n .  

Uni- 

"The Hational Council of Churches of Christ i n  t h e  U.S.A. 
has a par t icu lar  responsibi l i ty  i n  the  United States  which plays 
key ro l e  i n  t h e  reso lu t ion  of t he  conf l ic t .  
public discourse i n  t h e  Uni-terl S t a t e s  on t h e  conflict of_ Is, -ad and the 
Palestinians and a t h e r  Arabs ,  t h e  X a t i o n a l  Counc l l  o r  t h e  Churches 
of  Christ ia t he t  U.S.A. should seek t o  uphold a perspective 
t h a t  i s  h o l i s t i c  ra ther  than pa r t i a l .  
Christians recogn ize  t h a t  peace and j u s t i c e  f o r  b o t h  Israelis and 
Palestinians r e q u i r e  peace  and j u s t i c e  € o r  each .  This w i l l  depend 
upon bold i n i t i a t i v e  by a l l  par t ies  s e e k i n g  new o p t i o n s ,  r i s k i n g  
c o u r s e s  o f  a c t i o n  which,  whi le  a t  o a e  time a p p e a r i n g  i m p o s s i b l e ,  
may p r o v i d e  a b a s i s  f o r  a common v i s i o n  of peace and jusJ ice .  
The Uational Counci l  or' t h e  Churches of  Christ i n  t h e  U.S.A. 

and its member communions should remain oDen t o  such i n i t i a t i v e s  
and seek t o  develop understandinq and s u > ~ r t  for them within t h e  United 
S ta t e s  Chris t ian conmrunits and society at larqe.  

I n  helping c rea te  a responsible 

It i s  essential t h a t  United S ta t e s  

"Further, t he  National Council of t h e  Churches of C h r i s t  i n  t h e  
U.S.A. should use every available means t o  make Dossible constructive 
communication among t h e  pa r t i e s  involved. 
Counci l  of  t h e  Churches o f  Christ in t h e  U.S.A. has an 
important respons ib i l i ty  t o  promote understanding and discussion becsuse 
of i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  Christian i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e  churches  
o f  t h e  Uidd le  East through t h e  >f iddle  East Counc i l  of Churches,  
and w i t h  t h e  H u s l i a  and Jewish  communities b o t h  i n  t h e  Xidd le  E a s t  and 
i n  tQe United States .  These r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  a pteCiOUS g i f t  
t h a t  must by n u r t u r e d ,  p r e s e r v e d  and used  t o  enhance a f u t u r e  
o f  peace and j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  peop les  of t h e  ?fiddle East and t o  
e n s u r e  thac o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  peace n o t  be  l o s t . "  

The National 

The policy of NCCC has meant an ac t ive  involvement i n  p o l i t i c a l ,  developmental 
In t h e  f i n a l  and humanitarian realms in terms of t h e  Israel i -Palest inian conf l ic t .  

minutes I wish t o  make a few comments on our ongoing and h i s t o r i c a l  role i n  these  
areas.  



- 44 - 

Most recent ly ,  there  has been considerable debate within the  
United S ta t e s  on t h e  question of where t h e  United S ta tes  embassy i n  
Israel should be located. Consistent with our policy on the  s ta tus  
of Jerusalem, a policy noted above, NCCC has been act ive i n  opposing 
proposed l eg i s l a t ion  t h a t  would require  t h e  United S ta tes  embassy t o  
be moved. 
education and v i s i b l e  presence i n  Washington t e s t i f y i n g  before the  
House and the  Senate on t h i s  matter. 
course, of cent ra l  importance i n  the  Israel i -Palest inian confl ic t .  
The importance of Jerusalem f o r  J e w s ,  Christ ians and M u s l i m s  worldwide 
i s  a lso  a s igni f icant  dimension of t h i s  pa r t i cu la r  debate. 

This has included some e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  area of constituency 

The s t a t u s  of Jerusalem is ,  of 

The decision on where the  United S ta tes  embassy i s  located should 
not be portrayed as a t e s t  of t he  measure of one's support fo r  I s r ae l .  
To present t h i s  question i n  these terms i s  s impl i s t ic  and, therefore ,  
misleading. It i s  important t o  note t h a t  N C C C ' s  posi t ion i s  c l ea r  and 
consistent i n  support of I s r a e l ,  ca l l i ng  upon t h e  Arab Sta tes  and 
Palest inian Arabs t o  recognize the  S ta t e  of Israel as a sovereign, 
Jewish S t a t e  with secure, defined and recognized borders. A t  t he  same 
t'ime NCCC has been consistent i n  support of  the  r igh t s  and securi ty  
concerns of t h e  Palest inians,  both Christians and Muslims, as w e l l  as  
other Middle Eastern people. 
t he  Israelis and Palest inians require peace and j u s t i c e  fo r  each. 

We believe tha t  j u s t i c e  and peace fo r  both 

If t h e  United S ta tes  is  t o  continue t o  have a leadership r o l e  i n  
the  d i f f i c u l t  search f o r  peace i n  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  it must be i n  the  
area of diplomatic i n i t i a t i v e s .  The prospects f o r  a comprehensive 
peace i n  t h e  Middle East, a hope shared by all people of good w i l l ,  w i l l  
not be served by t h e  passing of l eg i s l a t ion  now before the  United S ta tes  
Congress. Rather, such a un i l a t e ra l  act ion w i l l  exacerbate tensions and 
heighten f rus t r a t ions  i n  an already f r a g i l e  s i tua t ion .  

I w i l l ,  of course, be happy t o  discuss i n  d e t a i l  dimensions of NCCC 
posi t ion as it relates t o  t h i s  current debate during the  question and 
discussion t i m e  following the  presentations of t he  panel m e m b e r s .  

For over 30 years,  Christians i n  t h e  United States have been 
ac t ive ly  involved i n  r e l i e f  and development work with t h e  Palest inian 
people. Churches i n  the  West were instrumental i n  founding and 
developing what has become t h e  Department on Service t o  Palest inian 
Refbgees (DSPR). This organization, which has programmes i n  f ive  
countries of t he  Middle E a s t  as w e l l  as t h e  West Bank and Gaza d i s t r i c t ,  
continues t o  be one of t he  most e f fec t ive  programmes working among the  
Palest inian population. DSPR is ac t ive ly  involved i n  areas of heal th ,  
education, and community development. DSPR programmes help Palest inian 
refugees t o  continue l i f e  under d i f f i c u l t  conditions. Through 
vocational t r a in ing ,  family service centres ,  educational loans and 
health-care f a c i l i t i e s ,  DSPR i s  involved i n  a var ie ty  of self-help 
projects  which are of great  importance for t he  thousands of displaced 
Palest inians i n  the  Middle East. NCCC, working co-operatively with t h e  
Middle East Council of Churches, has been a strong and consistent 
supporter of t he  programmes of DSPR since i t s  inception. 














































































































































































































































