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1. The Comittee-on the Exercise of the Inalienable Righta of the 
Palestinian People holds fir8t meeting for 1985 

On 8 January, in its first meeting for 1985, the Cdttee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People re-elected 
Mr. Masssmba Sarr6 of Senegal as Chairman, Mr. Oscu Gramas-Glira of 
Cuba and Mr. Mohammed Fuid Zarif of Afghanistan as Vice-Chaimen, and 
Mr. Victor J. Gauci of Malta as Rapporteur. At that'meting the 
folloving statement vas made by the Secretary-General (sO/sM/3647): 

"I should first of all like to express to you my wishes for 
happinerr and 8uccc88 in the new year. My 1985 be a yeu of peace and 
tangible progre88, especially a8 regard8 the achievemat of the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people. 

"I have great pleasure in congratulating Ambassador lk88aBiba Surd 
on his unsnimou8 re-election to the chairmanrhip of the Committee. This 
election, by which the Comsittee has reaffirmed its support for Mr. 
Masrsmba Sam&, who ha8 guided it8 deliberation8 with ruch Vi8d.05 in 
past years, is a vote of confidence in his efforts to assist the 
Palestinian people. I should al80 like to take thir opportunity 
to congratulate the-other officers of the Committee on their 
re-election. 

"The Committee has once sgain been entrusted with a complex mirrion: 
it must work for the_impleawntation of it8 own recomendationt and 
those contained in the Progreme of Action for the Achievement of 
Pale8tinian Rightr, adopted at Gmeva in 1983, and it mart focw 
greater attention on the Pale8tinian question, particularly through 
it8 eemlnur and its actfvitier directed toward8 non-governmental 
organitat ion8. !Ehe increamed awuene88 that exirtr in the world 
tow of the right8 of the Pale8tlniaa people and of the necesrity 
of guaranteeing the attainBent of thore right8 ir a mea8ure of the 
ComnlittCC's 8UCCess. 

"Given our Grganisation's unsuccessful search for a solution to 
the Palertinian quertion over these past 38 yeus, the perrirtent 
duqer of conflict in the region underscores the vital neeossity 
of a jurt, comprehenrive and lasting 8ettlement. Until 8uch a settlement 
cau be found, the United Hations recognlces its obligation to alleviate the 
suffering of the Palestinian people by providing them with economic and 
social assirt;irna, in conmltation vith the PI&. The effort8 which 
have been undertaken toward8 that end vi11 be purrued to the fulle8t 
po88iblO extent. 
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"The fsct th+t the General Assembly, at its thirty-ninth session, 
renewed its call for the convening of sn lntermtionsl pesce conference 
on the Middle Bsst snd that it once &gain requested me to continue 
my efforts, in conuultation with the Security Council, to prepsre for 
such a conference, is s clear indication that the Assembly considers 
the schievement of a comprehenrive settlement to require that 
negoti8tiono teke place to the satisfaction of all interestild 
psrties, under United Bationr suspices. Any rolution must tske 
into aocount the interests and concerns of all States and peoples 
in the region, including those of the Palestinian people. 

"I have slxesdy stated my view, and I reiterate it here, that the 
United B&ions csn serve ss sn appropriate forum for negotlstions. I 
also believe that the Organic&ion is duty bound, all the more so in this 
year when we shill be commemo rating its 40 years of existence, to m&e a new 
and vital effort to find vsys of promting progrers tovsrds 8 negotiated 
peace in the Middle Esst. 

"Mr. Chairun, members of the Committee aud observers, I wish you 
success in the impoxtsut work which you have undertsken. You may rest 
sssured that my collesgues and I personslly will support you as you carry 
out the msndste entrusted to you by the General Assembly." 

At that meeting the Chaimsn of the Cosmittee slso msde a statement 
and the progrssme of work for 1985 was discussed. The CoaPittee also re- 
established its open-ended working group. 

At ita first meeting, held on 18 Janusry 1965, the Working Group 
re-elected Mr. Victor Geuci of Malta as Chairman and Ks.Savitri Kunadi 
of India ar Vice-Chairwoaan. 

On 15 Jsnusry 1985, the Chsirmsn of the Cosuslttee, In a letter 
addresrid to the Secretary-General, drew his sttention to the s&ion being 
tsken by the Isrseli authorities in Its continuing policy of snnexing the 
occupied territories of the West Bmk. The full text of the letter is 
reproduced IMOW (A/4o/84-s/168g6): 

*lAs Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People, it is my obligation to bring to your attention still further 
action being taken by the Government of Israel in its continuing policy of annexing 
the occupied territories of the West Bank. . --.- 

tflhe New York Times of 11 January 1985 reports that sites for six new Jewish 
settlements were approved by the Israeli Government on 10 January 1985. TWO of the 
approved sites are in the northern part of the West Rank, two in the Hebron area 
and one each in the Jordan Valley and the Jerusalem area. An official in the 
settlement department of the World Zionist Organization, which promotes the 
settlements, has said that each one would cost $1 million. The Committee has noted 
that, as on previous occasions, there was public and parliamentary questioning of 
the decision within Israel itself. 



" It has also come to the attention of the Coxanittee that the daily newspaper 
Ha'aretz, in its is&e of 31 December 1984, reported that the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister of Israel, Mr. Ytzhak Shamir, had requested the establishment 
of 20 new settlements in the occupied territories in addition to the six already 
approved. 

WAS you are aware, Sir, during the past six years, some one hundred'new 
settlements were established in the occupied territories notwithstanding the 
illegality of such action, the censure of international opinion and numerous 
resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assembly. May I recall, in 
this connection, that in its resolution 465 (1980), adopted unanimously on 
1 March 1980, the Security Council strongly-deplored the continuation and 
persistence of Israel in pursuing those policies and practices and called upon the 
Government and people of Israel to rescind those measures, to dismantle the 
existing settlements and in particular to cease, on an urgent basis, the 
establishment, construction and‘planning of settlements in the Arab territories 
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem. 

'As on previous occasions, this information is being communicated to you in 
order that you may be kept aware of the persistent activities taken against the 
Palestinians living under Israeli occupation , and in order to express the concern 
of the Committee regarding constant violations of Palestinian rights, United 
Nations resolutions and the Geneva Convention of 1949. 

Wzcordingly, I should be grateful if you would be so good as to have this 
letter circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under the item entitled 
'Question of Palestine*, and of the Security Council." 

At the meeting of the Comnittee on the Exercise of the InallenaUe Rlghtr 
of the Palestinian People on 24 January 1985, the Comittee considered and 
approved it6 progmmne 61 work ior 1985. 

The Comittea, inter alia,decided that, in 1985, eminarr rhould be held 
in Latin America and Asia. !Che Latin American Seminar will be held in Guyana 
in June and the Asian Seminar vlll be held in the People's Republic of China 
In April of 1985. - 

The Comittee al80 decided that the International ~on-goVernmental 
oruanlsatlonr meet* be held in Geneva in September and that the preparatory 
meeting for it should be held in Narch of 1985. 

It also decided that a non-governmentti organizations mymporium for 
IVorth America be held at the Unit&d Nations Headquarters in the l mmer of 
1985. 

--. --- 
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2. Conclurionr of the E!uropean Council on the situation in the 
Middle East 

The European Council,in its meeting of 3 to 4 December 1984 in 
Dublin, adopted the following conclusion8 on the situation in the 
Middle East: 

"The Ten Heads of State or Governmsnt discussed the situation 
in the Middle East. They reaffirmed their &sire to see urgent efforts 
made to establish peace and stability there and their willingness 
to assist efforts to that end. 

"The Ten regard it as vitally important that renewed efforts should be 
made t-d8 negotiation8 for a settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
They note with satisfaction expression8 of Interest of both rider in a 
process of movement towards negotiations and they hope that this 
declared interest will be further built on. They remain convinced 
that a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the Middle East can 
only be secured on the basis of the principles which they have stated 
many times in the past and to which the Ten continue to adhem. 

"In order to find a lasting solution, no amount of effort by 
third parties can be a substitute for direct negotiations smong the 
parties themselves - the Arab States, Israel and the Palertinisn people- 
which must recognire mutually each others* existence and rights. 

"They csll on all parties fully to implement the provisions of 
Security Council resolutions 242 snd 338. They renew their call for an 
end to the illegal policy of settlements in the occupied territories. 

“The Ten have notad the recent holdin@ of the Palestine Iatioti 
Council in a. They continue to believe that the PLO must be 
aosociated with pesce neaotiationr. 

"The Ten have consistently offered to assist in my way open 
to them In attempt8 to identify common ground between the parties. 
The Ten both collectively and individually have maint8ined contrct with 
all parties. In continuation of this policy, the European Council 
considers that such contact8 should be developed with a view to reelring 
wsya of promoting no~ement towards negotiations and mnt of the 
situation in the region.” 
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3. Non-governmental organizations' activity and information 

1. The Lutheran' World Federation sponsors health and education projects in 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. It has drawn attention to a resolution adopted 
by its Assembly held in Budapest, Hungary, July/August 1984 based upon a 
report from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan. This report outlined 
the situation of Palestinians in the occupied territories as well as in exile 
around the world. The Assembly resolution expressed solidarity with Arab 
Christians, especially those who issued an appeal for support. 

2. The Israeli Council for Israeli-Palestinian Peace reports missions by 
several of its members. Uri Avnery participated in public discussions with 
PLO representatives in Palermo, Naples, Rome and Milan, Italy. During this 
tour Mayor Vetere of Rome discussed a plan for holding a conference of Israeli 
and Palestinian persons of arts and letters to discuss the conflict on an 
academic level. Yossi Amitai attended a conference in the Federal Republic of 
Germany of 120 Jews and Arabs from Israel and the occupied territories as well 
as Jews and Arabs residing in Western Europe. Many west Europeans interested 
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict were also present. 

3. The November 29 Committee for Palestine recently completed four 
successful regional conferences in San Francisco, New York, Chicago, and 
Austin, Texas. Hundreds of local activists attended from almost 30 cities, 
such as Dallas, Texas) Madison , Wisconsin; East Lansing, Michigan, San Diego, 
California; Seattle, Washington) Portland, Oregon; Youngstown, Ohio, Los 
Angeles, California; Iowa City, Iowa, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) Boston, 
Massachusetts; Binghamton and Albany, New York; Jersey City, Hoboken, 
Princeton, and Plainfield, New Jersey; and Washington, DC. 

The conferences, held in November and December, featured discussions on 
the state of the Palestinian liberation movement, strategy for building a 
Palestine solidarity movement in the United States and a review of November 
29th's bylaws and principles of unity. Each of the conferences also included 
a forum on building the Palestine solidarity movement and linking up with 
other movements for social change. Such networking is growing among 
non-governmental organtitions concerned with the question of Palestinian 
rights. 

4. NKfDAr mmen concerned about the Middle East is celebrating its 25th 
anniv=y. It was founded to provide medical and educational aid to the 
needy of the Arab world and to educate Americans about the culture and 
politics of thiK&gion. 

Recently it has joined with Jewish Women for a Secular Middle East to 
form TADAMUN, a San Francisco Bay area organisation whose purpose is 
solidarity with wcnnen political prisoners under Israeli rule, including those 
in Lebanon. 
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5. The Special Non-governmental Organisations' Bulletin containing the NGO 
appeal for a international peace conference on the Middle East was reissued by . . 
the Division for Palestinian Rights in January 1985. 

Several XOs have undertaken to publicise the campaign widely. The 
International Organisation for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination has arranged for distribution of 1500 copies. The 
International Jewish Peace Union has planned a year long campaign during which 
they shall have events and issue statements concerning the peace conference. 
The Parliamentary Association for Euro-Arab Co-operation has already secured 
signatures of politicians from various countries and political backgrounds. 
These include: 

Kjell Bohlin (Norway - MP Socialist Party) 
M. Konstandinau (Greece - MP PASOK) 
Michael Lanigan (Ireland - Senator Fianna Fail) 
Michael Ferris (Ireland - Senator Labour Party) 
Michael Cosgtave (Ireland - MP Fine Gael) 
Klaas de Vries (Netherlands - MP PVDA) 
Lord Mayhew (UK - MP Liberal Party) 
Tijl Declercq (Belgium - Senator CVP) 
Louis Odru (France - former MP RPR) 
C&ile Goldet (France - Senator Socialist Party) 
Rafael Estrella (Spain - Senator PSOE) 
Richard MUller (Switzerland - former MP) 
Lenelotte von Bothmer (Germany Federal Republic - former 

MP, writer). 

.-.- - 


