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I. DECLARATION O F  THE NON-GOVEREMBITAL ORGANIZATIONS 
AT THE SECOND UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL 

NGO MEETING ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

1. We, the non-governmental o rgan iza t ions  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the Second t h i t e d  
Nations I n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO Meeting on t h e  Question o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  wish to thank 
the  United Nat ions Committee on the Exercise o f  the  I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People  f o r  convening t h i s  meeting. we are  indeed honoured by t h e  
presence of t h e  Menbers and observers  of the  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  ulited Nations body. 

2. W e  a l s o  wish to thank t h e  Chief  of  t h e  Divis ion f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights ,  
the  NGO l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  s t a f f  o f  the Divis ion,  t he  Department of 
Conference Se rv ices ,  inc luding  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  f o r  t h e i r  
va luab le  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  p repa ra t ion  and execut ion  of t h i s  meeting. We 
b e l i e v e  t h i s  meeting s t r eng thens  the c o n s t r u c t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between t h e  
U n i t e d  Nations and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO community concerned w i t h  the absence 
of a j u s t  and du rab le  s o l u t i o n  to  the ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e  and w e  l o o k  
forward to  increas ing  l e v e l s  of understanding,  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and co-opera t ion .  

3. W e  a l s o  w i s h  to voice o u r  apprec i a t ion  to t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  experts and 
resource persons who spoke h e r e  and o f f e r e d  va luab le  h i s t o r i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  a s  
w e l l  as p r a c t i c a l  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  as  w e l l  a s  a 
pe r spec t ive  on t h e  important  role t o  b e  played by NGOs. The practical  
sugges t i ans  emanating from t h e  workshops a s s i s t e d  u s  in  f o r n u l a t i n g  f u t u r e  
p lans  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  l i n k i n g  our e f f o r t s  to a broadet ,  g l o b a l  
network. The workshop r e p o r t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  s e p a r a t e l y .  

4 .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e  want to draw a t t e n t i o n  to the important  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
made here. W e  consider  the pane l  "Ways and means to implement u l i t e d  Nations 
r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East is 
the means fo r  a j u s t ,  durable and comprehensive s o l u t i o n  to t h e  ques t ion  o f  
P a l e s t i n e  and the Middle East c o n f l i c t " ,  to be o f  great s i g n i f i c a n c e  and urge  
the  Uhited Nations to reproduce those  s ta tements  and widely c i r a l a t e  them. 
W e  also urge the  U h i t e d  Nat ions to convene the same panel  i n  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  
(USA/Europe) so t h a t  its pe r spec t ive  can be communicated to wider audiences.  

5. we r e s o l u t e l y  r e a f f i r m  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus that  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
L ibe ra t ion  Organizat ion (PLO) is t h e  sole and legi t imate  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people. W e  a f f i r m  the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  wi thout  e x t e r n a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  to r e t u r n ,  and to 
the es tab l i shment  of an  independent P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e  on its own n a t i o n a l  
t e r r i t o r y  under the l e a d e r s h i p  of the PLO, i n  conformity w i t h  a l l  r e l e v a n t  
United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s .  

6. W e  f u r the r  s t r o n g l y  suppor t  t h e  convening of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference i n  the Middle East under the  auspices  of the Ulited Nations a s  
specified in United m t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C. W e  no te  t h a t  t h e  PLO and 
other Arab p a r t i e s  and the Government of the m i o n  o f  Sov ie t  S o c i a l i s t  
Replblics have supported t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  and t h a t  the Governments of I s r a e l  and 
the United States of America have opposed the convening of such a conference.  
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W e  consider  that  the s t a n d  taken by these t w o  Governments on the  issue 
m i l i t a t e s  a g a i n s t  the sear& for peace in  the Middle East. W e  therefore urge 
that a l l  Governments and a l l  groups t h a t  can,  should exert a l l  poss ib l e  
p re s su re  on t h e s e  two Governments to reoonsider  their pos i t i on  and j o i n  t h e  
res t  o f  t h e  world, Governments and peoples i n  t h e  m o v e m e n t  for peace. 

7 .  I n  t h i s  manner, w e  uniformly suppor t  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  on t h i s  issue 
adopted by the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO Meeting on the Quest ion of  P a l e s t i n e  h e l d  i n  
PLlgUst  1984 in  Geneva . 
8. The convening of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Cmference  on t h e  Middle East, 
as endorsed by General Assenbly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C offers  a real is t ic  and 
p r a c t i c a l  way towards a s o l u t i o n  to the problem of P a l e s t i n e  and the 
es tab l i shment  of a P a l e s t i n i a n  State. W e  fu r ther  r e a f f i r m  our belief t h a t  
o n l y  a full and comprehensive so lu t ion  involving,  i n  particular,  t h e  United 
States of America and the USSR, a s  permanent members o f  the Secur i ty  Counci l  
and co-chairmen of the Geneva Peace Conference,  can create t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a 
j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace. 

9 .  W e  concur that  inf luenc ing  world public opinion is a key f a c t o r  in  t h e  
j u s t  and durable r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  As NGOs, w e  have  
access to local p o p l l a t i o n s ,  the g r a s s  roots in  our societies, and are 
determined to work to  increase  their understanding of the ques t ion  of 
P a l e s t i n e  and the j u s t  cause o f  the Arab people of P a l e s t i n e ,  and to 
e f f e c t i v e l y  mobi l ize  their p o t e n t i a l  poli t ical ,  social and sp i r i t ua l  power. 
Beyond t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w e  f i r m l y  believe t h a t  NGOs are a unique aeset i n  
s ecu r ing  the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people, f o r  we can present 
the  issue a l s o  from a v i t a l ,  human perspec t ive .  

10. W e  confirm our support  for  t h e  g loba l  s i g n a t u r e  campaign to inc rease  
p o p l a r  and o rgan iza t iona l  suppor t  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on 
the Middle East and w i l l  redouble and co-ordinate our e f f o r t s  w i t h  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Co-ordinat ing C o m m i t t e e  for NGOs throughout t h e  world, 
culminat ing i n  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  my of S o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  the P a l e s t i n i a n  People 
on 29 November 1987. Our emphasis w i l l  be to a t t r a c t  the support of poplar 
o rgan iza t ions  w i t h  l a r g e  membershipsr par l iamentar ians ,  peace forces in  
I s r a e l ,  North America and mrope, and o t h e r s .  

11. We NGOs p re sen t  here for this i n t e r n a t i o n a l  meeting see our se lves  as a 
nucleus of a broader, world-wide e f f o r t .  W e  undertake to reach out,  i d e n t i f y  
and involve many o t h e r  NGOs i n  the j u s t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the ques t ion  of 
Pales t i n e  . 
12. We express our  grave concern Over the p r o t r a c t e d  Arab-Israel i  c o n f l i c t .  
We recognize t h a t  t he  b a s i c  cause of t h a t  c o n f l i c t  is the  d e n i a l  by Israel  and 
its suppor t e r s  of the i n a l i e n a b l e  rights o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. W e  
deplore  the v igorous  assaul t s  upon P a l e s t i n i a n  human r i g h t s  by Israel and u rge  
a l l  NGOs to a c t i v a t e  their networks to p r o t e s t  t h i s  repress ion  in  eve ry  
e f f e c t i v e  way. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  we condemn the  r eco rd  of success ive  



edmin i s t r a t ions  of the United States of America that have encouraged and 
supported Israel 's expans ionis t  policies. 

13. We urge a l l  NGOs to inform t h e i r  Governments of the d e t e r i o r a t i n g  
economic, soc ia l ,  cul tural  and h e a l t h  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people in  
the  occupied terri tories and abroad. We reject the campaign fo r  a so -ca l l ed  
"improvement o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  of l i f e "  under Israel i  c o n t r o l  a s  a ruse devised 
to pre-empt independent P a l e s t i n i a n  development i n  the occupied terri tories.  

14. Recognizing t h a t  mure a t t e n t i o n  needs to be paid to the s p e c i f i c  
s i t u a t i o n  of P a l e s t i n i a n  Arabs w i t h i n  I s rae l ,  w e  intend to cont inue  to addres s  
this subject  a t  f u t u r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO meetings and urge a l l  NGOs to c r e a t e  
heightened awareness of this subject.  W e  c a l l  upon the Government of Israel  
to e s t a b l i s h  and guarantee f u l l  e q u a l  r i g h t s  to  the P a l e s t i n i a n  Arabs i n s i d e  
I s r a e l ,  who a r e  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  

15. We express our s t r o n g e s t  oppos i t ion  to the  Israeli  Government p o l i c y  of  
" I ron  F i s t "  r u l e  i n  the occupied terri tories:  the closure of Al-Najah 
Univers i ty  and other i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  higher  educat ion and the c l o s u r e  of the 
Arab Hospital i n  the Austr ian Hospice i n  Jerusalem, which have deprived t h e  
people  of t h e i r  v i t a l  s e rv i ces ;  the a r b i t r a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  de t en t ion  and 
exp l l s ion  of l e a d e r s  of s t u d e n t  o rgan iza t ions ,  trade unions,  vo lun ta ry  
o rgan iza t ions  and y o u t h  movements. These a c t i o n s  and a t t i t u d e s  a r e  f l a g r a n t  
v i o l a t i o n s  o f  human r i g h t s  and basic human decency. In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e  demand 
the a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  expuls ion o r d e r s  a g a i n s t  t h e  fo l lowing  persons: 

Amin Darwish Maqbul of  Nablus 

Walid Ahmad Nazzal o f  Qabatiyya 

Bahja t  m s t a f a  Jayyus i  of Jayyus,  

a s  w e l l  a s  the a b o l i t i o n  o f  t he  orders of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  de t en t ion  a g a i n s t  
Zalu J a r a d a t  and Ghazi Shash ta r i ,  who a r e  bo th  Law in  the Service of  Man f i e l d  
workers, a l l  of which contravene i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w .  All NGOs must take 
immediate a c t i o n  to draw a t t e n t i o n  to these g l a r i n g  abuses o f  power and 
v i o l a t i o n s  o f  human r i g h t s .  All o f  our networks should be mobilized to 
p r o t e s t  to the  de t a in ing  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and to the  United States Gwernment and 
t h e  United Nations and to demand an end to  the I s rae l i  occupat ian .  

16. W e  are deeply concerned over the p e r s i s t e n t  po l i cy  of  Israel  to 
conf i sca t e  Arab l and  i n  t h e  occupied P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  and to  e s t a b l i s h  
Jewish c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  thereon. Th i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a f l a g r a n t  v i o l a t i o n  o f  
t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h e  f o u r t h  Geneva Convention. We c a l l  upon t h e  Secur i ty  
Council  to app ly  means and measures to ensure  respect and implementation o f  
its r e l e v a n t  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e s o l u t i o n ,  4 6 5  (1980). 

17. We consider  t h a t  t he  proposed law by the  Israeli  Knesset p r o h i b i t i n g  
con tac t s  between Israelis and members of t h e  PLO c o n s t i t u t e s  a f u r t h e r  
obstacle in  the search for peace. I n  the  l i g h t  of this proposed l a w ,  it is of 
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the utmost  importance that  NGOs take t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  to convene meet ings 
between Israel i  c i t i z e n s  and P a l e s t i n i a n s  r ep resen t ing  t h e  PLO wi th  t h e  aim to 
implement the r e l e v a n t  thited Nations r e s o l u t i o n s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  General  
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C. 

18. We vo ice  g rave  concern over the f a t e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  refugee camps i n  
Lebanon, and recall  the h is tor ica l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the thited a t i o n s  f o r  
t h e  f a t e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. W e  call upon the United Nations to 
shoulder th is r espons ib i l i t y  . 
19. We note  the fundamental importance of the forthcoming summit meeting 
between the t h i t e d  States and the th ion  of Sav ie t  S o c i a l i s t  Wpub l i c s  and ca l l  
upon them to have t h e  ques t ion  of Palestine and peace in the Middle East 
included i n  the agenda and to cons ider ,  dur ing  the summit, the convening of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Pea’ce Conference on t h e  Middle East. 

20. W e  are aware tha t  1986 w i l l  be g l o b a l l y  designated as the Year of Peace, 
and tha t  there w i l l  be no peace wi thout  peace in  the Middle East .  W e  must 
take a l l  a c t i o n  to  make it a year of peace w i t h  j u s t i c e  for the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people by s e l f l e s s l y  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  one another i n  order to inf luence  
pub l i c  op in ion  and governmental po l i cy .  
pol i t ical  c o l l u s i o n  and nuclear oo l l abora t ion  between the Covernment of Israel 
and the Government o f  South Afr ica .  

W e  s t r o n g l y  condemn the m i l i t a r y  and 

21 .  We have reviewed and considered the i n i t i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of the In te r im 
Co-ordinat ing Committee for NGOs ( ICC)  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO 
Meeting on t h e  Question of P a l e s t i n e  convened a t  Geneva in  & g u s t  1984. W e  
hereby establ ish a successor  o rgan iza t ion ,  the N03 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Co-ordinating 
C a m i t t e e  on t h e  Quest ion o f  P a l e s t i n e  in  order to expand and s t rengthen  t h e  
NCO g loba l  network. 
wi th  the mited Nations Conuni t tee  on t h e  Exerc ise  of the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights of 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People and the Divis ion  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights. The names of 
the member o rgan iza t ions  on the 1985/1986 ICC are given in  footnote  y. 

ICC w i l l  w o r k  d i l i g e n t l y  to develop even closer l i n k s  

22, W e  sincerely thank the rnited r a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  on the Exerc ise  of the 
I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People f o r  i n v i t i n g  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
the ICC to s p e a k  as a p a n e l i s t  a t  each of the r e g i o n a l  NGO symposia convened 
since May 1985. We b e l i e v e  that  these symposia inc rease  NGO c o n t a c t  and 
create circumstances far the es tab l i shment  of r eg iona l  NGO co-ord ina t ing  
committees i n  As i a ,  Nor th Amer ica and A f r  ica . 
23. We urge the mited Nations Committee on the Exercise  of the I n a l i e n a b l e  
R i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People  and the Division fo r  P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights to  
cont inue  such r e g i o n a l  and o t h e r  NGO symposia i n  the coming year i n  order to 
invo lve  underrepresented r eg ions  and to r e i n f o r e  the networking a l r eady  under 
way i n  other areas. Upcoming r e g i o n a l  NGO symposia should include La t in  
America, East Asia and the Pac i f ic ,  and -rope. E b l l o r u p  symposia i n  other 
r eg ions  are needed to  maintain c o n t i n u i t y  and expansion of the g l o b a l  NGO 
network on P a l e s t i n e .  we further u r g e  the mited Nations C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People and the Divis ion  
for P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights to f a c i l i t a t e  the convening of meetings of the ICC in 
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t h e  coming year so t h a t  ICC can co-ordinate  its e f f o r t s  on behalf of the  NGO 
community i t  represents .  

24.  Based on our experience over t h i s  past yea r ,  NGos p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  the 
present  meeting propose that  the new ICC consider the establ ishment  of an 
admin i s t r a t ive  secretariat and a l s o  consider ways and means of funding the 
a c t i v i t i e s  of  ICC and its proposed s e c r e t a r i a t .  

25 .  We a r e  determined to c u l t i v a t e  an expanding g loba l  NCO const i tuency 
l inked to a world-wide NGO network t h a t  w i l l  emerge as a s i g n i f i c a n t  force  i n  
the  campaign for the j u s t  r e so lu t ion  of the quest ion of Pa les t ine .  The. 
establ ishment  of the N03 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Co-ordinating Committee synbol izes  t h i s  
commitment and the growth of t h e  g loba l  movement. 
can  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  express  our s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and 
work for peace in this way. W e  c a l l  upon the mited Nations,  through the 
mited Nations Committee on the Exercise of the Ina l i enab le  Rights of the 
Pa le s t in i an  People, to offer every a s s i s t ance ,  including f i n a n c i a l  support ,  to 
achieve these ends. 

W e  f i r m l y  be l ieve  t h a t  w e  

26.  We call upon t h e  United Nations Committee on t h e  Exerc ise  o f  t he  
Ina l i enab le  Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People to convey t h i s  report of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO Meeting on t h e  Question of Palestine, h e l d  i n  Geneva, from 
9-12 Septenber 1985, to the General Assembly a t  its f o r t i e t h  sess ion  a s  p a r t  
of the Committee’s report. 

I/ All-India Indo-Arab Friendship Association; American Friends Service 
C o m m i t t e e ;  Arab Lawyers thion;  Association d e s  Juristes De’mocrates du Se’ndgal; 
Council for the Advancement of Arab/Br i t i s h  Understanding3 Democratic Front  
for Peace and Equality8 French NGOs Committee; I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Jewish Peace 
mim; I s r a e l i  Council for I s r a e l i / P a l e s t i n i a n  Peace; Near E a s t  Cu l tu ra l  and 
Educational Foundation of Canada; P a l e s t i n e  Committee for NGOs; P a l e s t i n e  
Human Rights Campaign of  Austral ia ;  Pa l e s t ine  Human R i g h t s  Campaign; 
Parliamentary Association for mro-Arab Co-operation; Soviet  Afro-Asian 
S o l i d a r i t y  C a m i t t e e ;  mien In ter -Afr ica ine  des Avocats; Women’s I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Democratic Federation; World C o u n c i l  of  Churches/Middle East Council of 
Churches;  Wor I d  Peace Council; Wor I d  Young Women’s C h r i s t i a n  Association. 
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I I. OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. BORIS IVANOVICH KORNEENKO, HEAD O F  THE 
DELEGATION OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE O F  THE 

INALIENABLe RIGHTS O F  THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 

On behal f  of t h e  Committee on the  Exerc ise  of the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights of 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People ,  I should l i k e  to w e l c o m e  you to t h e  Second 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO Meeting on t h e  Question of  P a l e s t i n e .  May I take this 
oppor tun i ty  to convey to you the regrets of the Chairman of the C o m m i t t e e ,  
Ambassador Massamba Sarre', for h i s  i n a b i l i t y  to be w i t h  u s  today. P res s ing  
bus iness  e lsewhere prevented h i s  a t tendance a t  t h i s  meeting. W e  a r e  now a t  
the s t a g e  where t h i s  meeting - the  annual i n t e r n a t i o n a l  meeting - is ga in ing  
its intended c h a r a c t e r .  It is an assembly of NGOs whose e l e c t e d  Inter im 
Co-ordinating Committee h a s  developed the  agenda and proposed e x p e r t s  to  
address  t h e  t o p i c s  to which your Committee has  given p r i o r i t y .  

The Committee on the Exerc ise  of the Ina l i enab le  Rights of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  People has been pleased to respond p o s i t i v e l y  to your proposa ls  
and is g r a t i f i e d  that  you are agreed on the prime importance o f  the q u e s t i o n  
of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle East in  your d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  

Since the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on t h e  Question of P a l e s t i n e  of 1983, 
a t  which the concept fo r  the peace conference took shape, t h e  General Assembly 
adopted t h e  proposal ,  by an overwhelming major i ty ,  i n  r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C. I 
no te  t h a t  t h e  theme f o r  F u r  panel  d i scuss ion  on Tuesday morning is Ways and 
means to implement United Nations r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C". Your dec i s ion  to t r e a t  
t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  t h i s  way is a clear ind ica t ion  t h a t  you have perce ived  the 
unique role t h a t  NGOs can p lay  i n  a s s i s t i n g  the  Ulited M t i o n s  to  r e a l i z e  t h e  
goa l s  of  its r e s o l u t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s .  The C o m m i t t e e ,  for its part, is 
convinced o f  the  v i t a l  importance of t h a t  role and f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e s  the v a l u e  
of  t h e  co-operat ion t h a t  has  developed between the NGO community concerned 
with the  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  and the  United t a t i o n s  rnedanism designed to  
w o r k  t o w a r d  our oommon goals. 

Since our meeting l a s t  August, your Co-ordinat ing Commit tee  has  he ld  two 
meeting under my Committee's auspices  h e r e  a t  Geneva in  Naveher  1984 and 
March 1985. It was t h e  p l rpose  o f  these meetings to  a s s i s t  NGOs to  develop 
their  own owrk programme wi th  the a i d  of the W i t e d  Fbtions, which was deemed 
appropr i a t e  in  t h e  var ious  c i r a m s t a n c e s .  As a resu l t ,  the B u l l e t i n ,  which  is 
published each month by the Division f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights,  con ta ins  an NGO 
a c t i v i t y  and information sec t ion  t h a t  se rves  as a v e h i c l e  f o r  mmmunication 
among , your groups. 

To a s s i s t  you in  achiev ing  your goal of  a Resource Direc tory ,  the 
Divis ion designed and c i r c u l a t e d  over 500 copies of a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  to NGOs 
deemed to have s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e .  Copies o f  
responses  are a v a i l a b l e  to  the Co-ordinating Committee. 
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The c i r a l a t i o n  of your S igna tu re  Campaign i n  favour o f  an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Peace Conference on the Middle East was aided by the f a c t  t h a t  the Divis ion 
made your i n i t i a t i v e  widely known so t h a t  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  persons and groups 
could s i g n  your p e t i t i o n  and r e t u r n  i t ’ t o  your o rgan iza t ions .  
recall ,  the campaign was launched by your spokesperson,  Mr. Ernie  mss, a t  t h e  
Day of S o l i d a r i t y  wi th  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People  commemorated a t  lhited Nations 
Headquarters on 2 9  November. It s h a l l  be climaxed t h i s  year  by your 
p re sen ta t ion  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  w i t h i n  the con tex t  o f  t h e  2 9  November programme. 

As you w i l l  

Last y e a r ,  it was noted tha t ,  wi th  v e r y  few except ions ,  the c o n t a c t  among 
NGOs concerned w i t h  the ques t ion  of  Palestine was l i m i t e d  to the European and 
~ o r t h  American sectors. Concurring w i t h  your opin ion ,  the Committee on t h e  
Exercise  o f  the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People sponsored t w o  
reg iona l  X O  symposia - one a t  New Delhi in  May 1985 and t h e  other a t  Dakar in  
&gust 1985. 

These symposia have revealed a wealth o f  commitment to  our cause among 
P a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  both meetings are a l r e a d y  NGOs  working in  Asia and Africa.  

planning how to reach o u t  f u r t h e r  on their  a m t i n e n t s .  They have s e n t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to this meeting a s  a s i g n  of their desire to l ink  forces w i t h  
other NGOs i n  order to have a g l o b a l  i m p a c t  on this issue. A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  
the United Nations,  your I n t e r i m  Co-ordinating Committee des igna ted  one o f  its 
members, Mr. Donald Betz ,  to be a p a n e l i s t  a t  both meetings in  order  to 
develop the necessary  l i nkage  for  f u t u r e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  the North American Regional Symposium h e l d  a t  United Nations 
Headquarters i n  J u l y  p r o f i t e d  from the model o f  your ICC and e l e c t e d  a similar 
group to guide  e f f o r t s  on t h e  North American con t inen t .  S i m i l a r l y  t h e  Afr ican 
h g i o n a l  Symposium established a group to co-ordinate  effor ts  in  Afr ica .  

Since w e  m e t  h e r e  a year ago, f u r t h e r  d i r e  even t s  have b e f a l l e n  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people,  bo th  in  the occupied terr i tor ies  and s c a t t e r e d  throughout  
the reg ion .  Later this morning w e  w i l l  have the b e n e f i t  of hea r ing  from 
people who are on the spot the d e t a i l s  of the s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  p r e v a i l s  there. 
The conscience of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community can have no res t  till it sees an 
end to the s u f f e r i n g  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and a s s i s t  them i n  the 
a t ta inment  of  their  rights. 

You who have ga thered  h e r e  f o r  this meeting a r e  a source of hope f o r  
these people whose cause you have espoused. Having overcome any d i f f e r e n c e s  
that  might exist among you - polit ical ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  n a t i o n a l  - you a r e  un i t ed  
i n  a s p i r i t  t h a t  t ranscends s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  T h i s  is the v e r y  q u a l i t y  tha t  the 
NGO community b r ings  to  t h e  cons ide ra t ion  of the ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  The 
m i t e d  Nations is g r a t e f u l  f o r  it. 

W e  t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  energy t h a t  you b r ing  to t h i s  endeavour w i l l  l e a d  to 
f r u i t f u l  d i scuss ion  and to d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  advance the cause o f  a j u s t  
s o l u t i o n  fo r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  
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111. MESSAGE FROM MR. YASSER ARAFAT, CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF THE PALESTINE LIBWATION ORGANIZATION, CONVEYED BY 

MR. ZEHDI L. TERZ1,PERMANENT OBSERVER OF THE 
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

k behalf of  our Pa le s t in i an  Arab people and in  the name of the  ExecUtive 
C o m m i t t e e  of the P a l e s t i n e  Liberat ion Organization (PLO), I t a k e  p l easu re  i n  
conveying to you and a l l  the rep resen ta t ives  o f  the non-governmental 
o rganiza t ions  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  this meeting our warmest gree t ings  and 
sincerest wishes for  a successfu l  outcome to your meeting. 

I wish to take  t h i s  opportuni ty  to express our deep appreciat ion for the 
manner i n  which the non-governmental o rganiza t ions  a r e  supporting our j u s t  
P a l e s t i n i a n  cause and the s t rugg le  of our people for  the l i b e r a t i o n  of their 
land and the recovery of their ina l i enab le  na t iona l  r i g h t s ,  including t h e i r  
r i g h t  to  r e t u r n ,  to exercise self-determinat ion and to e s t a b l i s h  their 
independent Pa le s t in i an  State. T h i s  support  and backing on the p a r t  of the 
non-governmntal organizat ions fo r  our Pa le s t in i an  cause and for  the  s t r u g g l e  
of our people r e f l e ' c t s  an awareness by the peoples of  the world not only o f  
the r i g h t s  of our Pa le s t in i an  people to t h e i r  homeland b u t  a l s o  o f  the grave 
i n j u s t i c e  t h a t  was suffered by these people a s  a r e s u l t  o f  the  establ ishment  
of t h e  "State  of I s r a e l "  i n  t h e  g r e a t e r  part of  Pa le s t ine  with the  support ,  
a s s i s t a n c e  and weapons provided by t r a d i t i o n a l  colonial ism and neo- 
imper ia l ism,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  American imperialism. 

T h i s  meeting is being h e l d  a t  a time when our Pa le s t in i an  Arab people a r e  
f ac ing  increas ingly  se r ious  chal lenges and d i f f i c u l t i e s  both i n  and o u t s i d e  
occupied Pa les t ine .  I n  s p i t e  of the resolute desire t h a t  our people have 
always expressed for the achievement of peace in P a l e s t i n e  and the region o f  
the Middle East, which was r e f l e c t e d  in  the j o i n t  agreement for  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i o n  between Jordan and the PLO with a view to t h e  implementation of t h e  
provis ions of the Arab Peace P lan  formulated a t  the W e l f t h  Arab Summit 
Conference held a t  Fez, Morocco, in 1982, the  Zionis t  enemy is beaming even 
more obs t ina t e  and p e r s i s t e n t  i n  the pur su i t  of  i ts aggress ive  and 
expans ionis t  p o l i c i e s  aimed a t  the annexation of occupied Pa le s t in i an  and Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s  and the e x p l s i o n  of o u r  people from their homeland. I n  order to 
implement these aggressive p l i t i ces ,  the Zimist enemy is in t ens i fy ing  its 
campaigns of terror a g a i n s t  our people l i v i n g  under occupation and is also 
arming and f inancing gangs of Z ion i s t  terror is ts  so t h a t  they c a n  engage in  
a c t s  of murder and int imidat ion a g a i n s t  our people i n  the West Bank and Gaza 
S t r ip .  The enemy is a l s o  cont inuing its pol icy of  conf i sca t ing  land ,  
expropr ia t ing  water resources and e s t ab l i sh ing  settlements in  those areas  wi th  
the f u l l  support  of t h e  American Administration which  is p r s u i n g  s imi l a r  
aggress ive  p o l i c i e s  a g a i n s t  our Pa le s t in i an  people and Arab nat ion and denying 
the r i g h t  of our Pa les t in i an  people to  self-determinat ion and the 
establ ishment  of their independent S t a t e  i n  their homeland. 

W e  s ince re ly  hope t h a t  this meeting w i l l  examine n o t  only the inc reas ing ly  
serious s i t u a t i o n  facing our Pa le s t in i an  people l i v i n g  under ocmpat ion  b u t .  
also t h e i r  state of deprivation t h a t  cons t i tu tes  a fundamental e l e m e n t  in the 
I s r a e l i  pol icy of re fus ing  to recognize our people's r i g h t  to  ex i s t ence ,  
se l f -express ion  and se l f -de te rmina t ion  on their na t iona l  soil .  
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W e  are conf iden t  that  your meeting w i l l  adopt appropriate r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  
suppor t  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  cause and t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  s t ruggle ,  thereby h e l p i n g  
our people  to wi ths tand  the ever - increas ing  cha l l enges ,  to achieve  their 
n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  and to recover their i n a l i e n a b l e  n a t i o n a l  rights that  have 
been recognized by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community, as r ep resen ted  by the United 
Nat ions,  inc luding  their r ight  to r e t u r n ,  to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and to the 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  of their independent P a l e s t i n i a n  State. 
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IV. KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY DR. BRUNO KREISKY, . 
FORMER CHANCELLOR OF AUSTRIA 

I was v e r y  doubt fu l  as to whether I should a c c e p t  your i n v i t a t i o n  to t a l k  
abou t  the ques t ion  of how to encourage the peace process  in t h e  Middle East. 
For some decades, I tried to do it, wi thout  any v i s i b l e  success .  F i n a l l y ,  I 
a cce pted . 

L e t  m e  g i v e  some reasons fo r  that .  In  my experience,  there are  no 
hopeless s i t u a t i o n s  i n  the wide f i e l d  o f  fo re ign  a f f a i r s .  There have been 
many s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  seemed to be t o t a l l y  hopeless. I n  my own m u n t r y ,  for 
example, democracy disappeared thrauqh our own M s t r i a n  Fascistsr supported by 
* s s o l i n i ,  a t  a time when we were surrounded by coun t r i e s  t h a t  had 
semi-Fascis t  re'gimes l i k e  the Horty re'gime i n  Hungary and the mgos lav ian  
m i l i t a r y  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  m l y  two c o u n t r i e s  were democracies - Czechoslovakia 
and Switzer land.  

I n  1938, the Austr ian Fascists were overthrown by Hitler and h i s  army. 
It was a hopeless s i t u a t i o n  and I s p e n t  some time i n  pr ison under both 
dictatorships.  F i n a l l y ,  I was able to g e t  o u t  and go to Skreden. 

A year l a t e r ,  the Second World War broke o u t l  w e  know today, because of 
incompetent l e a d e r s h i p  i n  the Western democracies. After a s h o r t  time, Hitler 
was t h e  master of  mrope. me country a f t &  the  o the r  was conquered. only  
B r i t a i n  resisted.  Hitler asked f o r  and ,  i nc red ib ly ,  got t h e  ve rba l  suppor t  of 
S t a l i n .  I f i t  B r i t a i n ' s  C h u r c h i l l  and Bevin re fused  and Hitler f i n a l l y  made war 
a g a i n s t  Ehrssia; Japan en tered  the war and the s i t u a t i o n  seemed hopeless. - 

Hitler lost and w e  a l l  wi tnessed the r ena i s sance  o f  democracies in  
EZlrope. Hundreds of mi l l i ons  of people became f r e e .  

My conclusion again: there is never  a reason to g ive  up.  And, i n  a l l  
modesty, a l low m e  to say  t h a t  I was one who encouraged a t  t ha t  time a lo t  o f  
people i n  the isolated Swedish democracy. I to ld  them that Hitler would lose 
i n  t h e  end. 

Now l e t  m e  g ive  you another  example. I n  my own country,  w e  had, a f t e r  
the defeat of Hi t l e r ' s  fascism, a l l  four  Powers  s t a t i o n e d  i n  Austr ia  for 10 
years .  W e  had to face  10 yea r s  of  n e g o t i a t i m s .  It seemed to be hopeless .  
During those 10 years ,  many people told m e  that  Pustria would never be a f r e e  
c o u n t r y ,  tha t  it would be under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  four  Powers forever .  

I never s topped encouraging the  P u s t r i a n s  that t h e  day would come. That 
day came, and the Austr ian State Treaty was concluded. 

I have t o l d  you about  my personal  exper ience ,  to l e t  you know why I feel 
e n t i t l e d  to talk about  the quest ion o f  h m  to encourage the peace process. 
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I am no t  coming with a p lan ,  I am concen t r a t ing  on th ree  f a c t s .  one of 
the  most important  r e s o l u t i o n s  of  t he  United Nations is the  r e s o l u t i o n  about  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  t h e  State o f  I s r a e l .  This was t h e  l e g a l  b a s i s  fo r  its 
e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t  the con ten t  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  was that  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  should 
l i v e  s i d e  by side - a Jewish one and an Arab one. 
Union and the United States were the  founding f a t h e r s .  

I n  t h i s  respect, t h e  Soviet 

One of the most important  r e s o l u t i o n s  the un i t ed  Nations ever adopted is 
Secur i ty  Council  r e s o l u t i o n  2 4 2  (1967). I t  is necessary  to stress that  both 
r e s o l u t i o n s  had the s t r o n g  suppor t  o f  t h e  Sovie t  Union and the United States. 

Resolut ion 2 4 2  (1967) is s t i l l  v a l i d  and w e  can never accep t  t h a t  
r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  uni ted  Nations,  adopted in  t h i s  way, should be  ignored year 
a f t e r  year by the p a r t i e s  involved. 

what can naw be done to implement t ha t  r e s o l u t i o n  on a r e a l i s t i c  l e v e l ?  
The best way would be to create a special United Nat ions commission to deal 
w i t h  the problem of the Middle East. 

There a r e  two h igh ly  important  plans: one is the Reagan p lan ,  which is 
dea l ing  w i t h  the  problem of the  Middle E a s t  i n  every concise  way. I do n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  plan,  a s  such, has  a chance o f  be ing  adopted by t h e  parties 
concerned, bu t  i t  is the  proposal  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  
n a t i o n s  in  t h e  world. 

I s r a e l  can on ly  e x i s t  i f  the United States permanently s u p p o r t s  I s r a e l  
w i t h  b i l l i o n s  of dollars and more and more h i g h l y  sophisticated arms. IS it 
r e a l l y  th inkab le  t h a t  there w i l l  be no  follow-up to  the Reagan plan? Is it 
r e a l l y  possible, in  the long run ,  fo r  t he  u l i t e d  S t a t e s  to  r e f u s e  to d i s c u s s  
its own plan with an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commission? 

Even more important;  some days l a t e r ,  the Arab Summit Conference adopted 
t h e  so-ca l led  Fez plan ,  based on t h e  proposals  of  King Fahd o f  Saudi Arabia. 
Can w e  r e a l l y  afford for an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  body s u c h  as the special commission 
I a m  proposing to r e f u s e  to d i s c u s s  such an important document? 

Now w e  are faced w i t h  the r ead iness  of King Hussein and Chairman Ara fa t  
to  discxlss the matter. Why n o t  h o l d  those d i scuss ions ,  t a l k s ,  w i th in  the 
framework of such an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commission? 

NOW, some remarks about  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan is in favour 
o f  t a l k s  between the p a r t i e s  involved, b u t  he is opposed to  such a commission 
because Israel is r e f u s i n g  it. I th ink  the  uni ted  States w i l l ,  one day, 
change its a t t i t u d e ,  as it d i d ,  for example, i n  the  case o f  Austrian 
n e u t r a l i t y .  The United S ta tes  po l i cy  has  always been remarkable because of 
its f l e x i b i l i t y .  I f  Israel i n s i s t s  on no t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  I can only 
c h a r a c t e r i z e  this a t t i t u d e  as, "Les absen t s  m t  t o u j o u r s  tort". 



- 1 2  - 

Another argument is t h a t  t h e  Soviet  uhion should not  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  such 
a conference. Why not?  The Soviet  m i o n  is, a s  I mentioned before ,  one o f  
the  founder S t a t e s  of I s r a e l .  The Soviet  union is a close a l l y  of the  Syrian 
Arab Republic, which is the  most powerful Arab S t a t e  in  the  area.  The M i t e d  
S t a t e s  is t h e  a l l y  of I s r a e l .  Both are de l ive r ing  arms to t h e i r  mutual a l l i e s .  
m t  both must be fr ightened that something w i l l  happen i n  the Middle East  
which w i l l  d i r e c t l y  involve them. They must ha t e  this idea.  Of course t h i s  
would create a very,  very dangerous s i t u a t i o n .  

It is my convict ion t h a t  the Soviets  a r e  involved i n  the a rea  in  the same 
way a s  the Americans. That has  been, i n  some way, r e a q n i z e d  by the fact t h a t  
some months ago, diplomats from both super-Powers m e t  a t  Vienna for  an 
exchange of ideas.  These were, o f  course,  very informal t a l k s .  

I be l ieve  t h a t ,  when P res iden t  Bagan  and Sec re t a fyGenera l  Gorbachev 
meet i n  November, t h i s  problem should be on the  agenda, because both 
super-Powers m u s t  i n  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t  t r y  to s t r i v e  f 0 r . a  s tage  o f  
non-belliger ency in  the  area.  

I am not t a lk ing  about peace. Tb obta in  peace would be too d i f f i c u l t .  
m t  to start a peace process, would seem to m e  possible. I f  both super-Powers 
recognize t h i s  necess i ty ,  they w i l l  r e a l l y  a c t  in  favour of  a tremendous 
confidence-building measure, which w i l l  a l s o  a f f e c t  the p o l i t i c a l l y  a b s t r a c t  
nego t i a t ions  i n  Geneva. 

what w e  need to do today is to encourage a l l  e f f o r t s  to resume the  
process o f  de'tente. This  should not  be  l imi t ed  to Europe; it rmst be a 
g loba l  one. me of  the most important goa l s  i n  t h i s  connection w i l l  be a 
peace process i n  the Middle East. 

I t  is a h a b i t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  which in  my view is absolu te ly  
wrong, t h a t  s t r e n g t h  should be shown by re fus ing  to nego t i a t e ,  or by posing a 
lo t  of condi t ions  before going to the table. My experience is t h a t  a po l icy  
o f  r e a l  s t r eng th  can only b e  proved i n  negot ia t ions .  

Therefore, I am wandering across  the globe - from Japan to NOrway, from 
Geneva to Washington - to t a l k  about these aspects .  I t r y  to convince f r i e n d s  
i n  I s r a e l  and in  t h e  Arab S ta t e s ,  b u t ,  I m u s t  confess ,  I f e e l  l i k e  one whom we 
c a l l  i n  German " e i n  mfer  i n  der Ws te" .  

I n  s p i t e  of  t h a t ,  I w i l l  never g ive  u p  t r y i n g  to encourage a t  l e a s t  the 
begiMing of a peace process. 
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V. PAPERS PRESENTED AT THE M E f i I N G  

A. Overview and update on the c u r r e n t  
s i t u a t i o n  in  the  occupied terri tories 

ISRAELI POLICY TOWARDS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS I N  THE WEST BANK AND GAZA 

1. Mohammed K. Shadid, Ph.D., Associate Professor  of Political 
Science, Al-Najah National un ive r s i ty ,  Nablus, West Bank 

Introduction 

Expectations have been r a i sed  over the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  convening an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace confrence on the  Middle East. This is because of  t h e  
r ecen t  increase in  the l e v e l  of United States and I s r a e l i  diplomatic  
a c t i v i t i e s  in  r e l a t i o n  to the proposed meeting between the  United S ta t e s  
Government and a j o i n t  Jordanian/Palest inian de lega t ion .  

The successful conclusion of such  a conference would br ing  about an end 
to I s r a e l i  occupation and the re so lu t ion  of the P a l e s t i n e  quest ion.  However, 
a close l o o k  a t  I s r a e l ' s  economic policies and p r a c t i c e s  - w i t h  United States 
aaquiescence - in  the occupied terri tories,  would r evea l  I s r a e l ' s  i n t en t ion  o f  
never re l inquish ing  those a reas .  

Over the past 18 years ,  Israel has set about i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  economies of  
the West Bank and the Gaza S t r i p  in to  its own. By s t r a n g l i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  
growth and impeding a g r i a r l t u r a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  developments, it is 
determined to  prevent the c rea t ion  of  an economic base f o r - a  Pa le s t in i an  
S t a t e .  The long process .of co loniza t ion  and p o l i t i c a l  absorption a m t i n u e s ,  
along w i t h  the  in t en t ion  of  making the terr i tor ies '  incorporat ion into Eretz 
Yesr a e l  an accompl i shed  fact .  

Given the c u r r e n t  s t r u c t u r a l  weaknesses and v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s  of  t h e  
I s r a e l i  economy, the resources of the occupied terr i tor ies  a r e  a l ready  playing 
an important role in  keeping I s r a e l  on its precar ious feet. 

The occupation has  transformed I s r a e l  i n t o  a State w i t h  an imperial  
economy, r e ly ing  for its well-being on the cap t ive  resources of t h e  occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s  and their subjugated and pac i f ied  population. 

Unlike the g loba l  empires of t h e  l a s t  two c e n t u r i e s ,  where mother States 
relied upon economic resources s e n t  from thousands of miles away, the I s r a e l i  
imperial economy is based upon geographical ly  contiguous a reas ,  making the 
process of political pac i f i ca t ion  e a s i e r ,  more e f f i c i e n t  and perhaps less 
obvious. 

As the economic crisis of I s r a e l  has worsened, p a r t i c u l a r l y  over the l a s t  
10 years ,  so its economic dependence on the occupied terri tories has  grown. 
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S p i r a l l i n g  i n f l a t i o n  seems beyond con t ro l ,  r i s i n g  s t e a d i l y  from a high o f  
39.7 per c e n t  i n  1975 to 131.0 per c e n t  i n  1980, 120.3 per cent i n  1982, 145.7 
per c e n t  i n  1983, 400 per c e n t  i n  1984 and a l r eady  exceeding t h e  1984 mark for 
t h e  f i r s t  s i x  months of  1985. 
16 per c e n t  per month. a I n f l a t i o n  f a r  t h a t  per iod  ran a t  an average of 

Israel 's  balance of t r a d e  and payments d e f i c i t s  cont inue  to d e t e r i o r a t e  
a s  is shown i n  t a b l e  1 below. 

The eoonomic importance of t h e  occupied terri tories to t h e  imperial 
economy of I s r ae l  can be  seen i n  the  volumes of  I s rae l i  exports to the  West 
Bank and Gaza areas, p a r t i c u l a r l y  when compared with o t h e r  importers, a s  shown 
i n  table 2 below. 

- Table .1 

Balance of t r ade  and payments d e f i c i t ,  1977-1983 . 
(Mi l l ions  o f  US d o l l a r s )  

year - 
19 77 
1978 
19 79 
1980 
19 8 1  
19 82 
19 83 

Balance o f  
Trade D e f i c i t  

1 754.7 
1 914.9 
3 083.1 
2 586.4 
2 518.1 
2 969.8 
3 476.2 

Balance of 
Payments D e f i c i t  

2 382 
3 119 
3 657 
3 775 
4 355 
4 824 
5 039 

- Source: S t a t i s t i c a l  Abstract of Israel, 1984, m. 35 (Jerusalem, C e n t r a l  
Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,  1984),  pp. 198 and 213. 

The f i g u r e s  for  1984 and the f i r s t  h a l f  of 1985 i n d i c a t e  a con t inua t ion  
of the trend. Consequently, Israel 's fo re ign  currency reserves dipped to a 
l o w  of 31,952 m i l l i o n  i n  m y  1985. A/ 

- Table 2 

I s rae l i  e x w r t s ,  1970-1983 
(Mi l l ions  o f  US d o l l a r s )  

7 Year United S t a t e s  West Bank and Gaza . united Kinsdom South Afr ica  

19 70 
1975 
19 80 
1982 
19 83 

149.1 73.9 
307.5 367.7 
953.9 57 1.6 

1117.7 639.0 
1329.2 680.5 

81.4 10.7 

465.5 79.2 
416.5 74.2 

169.3 34 07  

412.9 a2 .a 

- 0  Source= S t a t i s t i c a l  Abstract of Israel ,  1984, m. 35 (Jerusalem, C e n t r a l  
Bureau of S t a t i s t i c s ,  1984) ,  pp. 213, 225 and 227. 
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Since the f i g u r e s  i n  table  2 are taken from a n  o f f i c i a l  I s r a e l i  
m b l i c a t i o n ,  they  exclude Eas t  Jerusalem, w i t h  its 120,000 i n h a b i t a n t s  from 
t h e  west Bank. 

mrthermore, goods and s e r v i c e s  obta ined  by people  from t h e  West Bank and 
Gaza d i r e c t l y  from Is rae l i  retailers are n o t  included i n  the statistics. 
Figures  in  t ab le  2 for these areas should  therefore be a d j u s t e d  upward by 
25 per cent .  Consequently, I s r ae l i  e x p o r t s  to the West Bank and Gaza i n  1983 
would  be 5860.8 mil l ion  i n s t e a d  of Q680.5 mil l ion .  

Table 2 i n d i c a t e s  that  the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  a t e  second only  to the 
United S t a t e s  as importers of I s rae l i  goods and the volume is double  t h a t  o f  
the United Kingdom, the third l a r g e s t  importer of I s rae l i  goods. 

I t  should a l s o  be noted t h a t ,  a s  a resu l t  of I s r a e l ' s  t i g h t  c o n t r o l  over 
the economies of the West Bank and Gaza, the volume of e x p o r t s  to  these areas 
c o n s t i t u t e s  90.7 per c e n t  o f  to ta l  imports of  the West Bank and Gaza. I/ 
Consequently I s r a e l ' s  economic policies i n  the  occupied terr i tor ies  ref lect  
its short-term and long-term imperial i n t e r e s t s .  

~n overview of I s rae l i  economic policy 
i n  the occupied terr i tor ies  

Since 1967, the Israel i  occupat ion a u t h o r i t i e s  have had a pkogramme of 
emnomic i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  West Bank, t h e  Gaza S t r i p  and t h e  Golan Heights  6J 
which h a s  turned t h e m  in to  I s r ae l i  co lonies .  

The Israeli  Min i s t ry  of Defence, i n  its report on t h e  developnent  and 
economic s i t u a t i o n  i n  the occxlpied terri tories,  c f i a rac t e r i zes  the na tu re  of 
the emnomic r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Israel  and the captured areas q u i t e  candidly-. 
"The a r e a s  are a supplementary market for Israel i  goods and s e r v i c e s  on the 
one hand and a source of factors of product ion ,  e s p e c i a l l y  u n s k i l l e d  labour, 
f a r  the I s r a e l i  economy on the other." 7J 

The motivat ion t h a t  has  i n s p i r e d  Israeli p o l i c y  towards t h e  occupied 
terr i tor ies  s i n c e  1967 is a func t ion  of the i n t e r e s t s  - al though o c c a s i o n a l l y  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  - of Israeli  en t r ep reneur s  and poli t ical  s t r a t e g i s t s .  These 
dua l  interests were f o r c e f u l l y  protected v i a  the implementation of a system of 
t i g h t  c o n t r o l s  over the va r ious  sectors of the P a l e s t i n i a n  economy in  t h e  West 
Bank and Gaza. 

I n d u s t r i a l  sector 

The r a p i d  growth i n  per c a p i t a  income in the West Bank was n o t  
accompanied by comparable growth i n  the  industrial sector. 
p a t t e r n s  of growth, i n d u s t r i a l  product ion has  dec l ined .  The i n & s t r i a l  
sector's con t r ibu t ion  to the g ross  domestic probct  f e l l  from 9 per cen t  i n  
1968 to 8.2 per c e n t  i n  1975 and 6.5 per c e n t  i n  1980. t3/ 
economy m y  be descr ibed  a s  non- indus t r ia l ized .  
n a t i o n a l  product twice as high a s  t h a t  i n  Egypt, the West Bank i n d u s t r i a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  the g ross  domestic product  is only  one f o u r t h  of the Egyptian 
i n d u s t r i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  

Cont rary  to normal 

The W e s t  Bank 
With a per c a p i t a  gross 
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The i n d u s t r i a l  sector of the  West Bank and Gaza is character ized by the 
ex is tence  of a number of  small and medium-sized workshops, 92.3 per c e n t  of 
which employ between one and n ine  workers. 9J 
manual labour and focus on t h e  processing of primary goods such  a s  food, 
beverages and tobacco, a s  w e l l  a s  t e x t i l e  goods and clothes (see t a b l e  3 
below). 

They are based pr imari ly  on 

Table 3 - 
Dis t r ibu t ion  of  i n d u s t r i a l  f irms by s i z e  of  their labour fo rces  

Number of  labour er s tumber of  f i rms Percentage of  t o t a l  

1- 9 
10- 19 
20-4 9 
50-55 
100 and more 

T o t a l  

2784 
14 5 

74 
7 
7 

92.3 

2.5 
0.2 

4.8 

0 .2 
1oo.o - - Source: Hisham M a r t a n i ,  A Survey of  Indus t ry  in t h e  West Bank and the 

Gaza S t r i e  ( B i r  Zeit u l i v e r s i t y ) ,  p. 25. 

I n h s t r i a l  production in  the West Bank cons i s t s  l a r g e l y  of o l i v e s  which, 
w i t h  the export  of soap to  Jordan and other Arab count r ies ,  makes up nea r ly  
90 per cen t  of the total  s a l e s .  9J 

A t  the same t i m e ,  the manufacture o f  cement blocks, f l oo r  tiles, br icks  
and s tones ,  r e l i e s  mainly on the I s r a e l i  market, Israeli  cons t ruc t ion  firms 
buy nea r ly  5 0  per cent  of  t he  product. 10/ Other products such a s  c lo th ing  
(made by subcontractors  engaged in  sewing),  wood products, wicker and other 
types of f u r n i t u r e ,  woven t e x t i l e s ,  p l a s t i c  products (mattresses, sanda l s ,  
etc.) a l s o  depend on the l e v e l  of demand of the Israeli  market. 

The small volume of i n i f i s t r i a l  production is obviously caused by the lack 
of investment i n  the i n h s t r i a l  sector. I s r a e l i  pol icy means t h a t  investment 
r i s k s  by the Arab en t repreneurs  a r e  p r o h i b i t i v e  and the involvement of I s r a e l i  
c a p i t a l  is absent. The most obvious type of I s r a e l i  investment has  taken the 
form of  sub-contracting, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the t e x t i l e  in i f i s t ry ,  which 
f lourished and expanded a f t e r  occupation. I n  f a c t ,  70 per cent  of a l l  
e x i s t i n g  f i rms  have been set up s ince  then. 12/ 
paid in i f i s t ry  i n  the West Bank and the Gaza Strip" l3J and h a s  l i t t l e  or no 
long-term e f f e c t  on t h e  i n d s t r i a l  secmr of t h e  occupied a reas .  

It is, however, " t h e  lowest- 

In the a reas  of industry,  f inance and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  Israel 's plans for the 
West Bank and Gaza are co lon ia l .  Those plans do not ,  of course, include 
encouragement of a s t rong  and independent i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  for the region. The 
flooding of the West Bank and Gaza markets with I s rae l i  manufactured goods 
mili tates a g a i n s t  t h a t  process. Cer ta in ly ,  I s rae l i  discr iminatory pol icy and 
p rac t i ce  a g a i n s t  P a l e s t i n i a n  manufacturers,  i f  continued, would have the 
effect of dr iv ing  t h e m  c u t  of business .  



P a l e s t i n i a n  manufacturers are charged a 15 per c e n t  product ion tax,  a s  
under Jo rdan ian  law. 14/ 
either i n s i d e  the Green L i n e  or i n  the s e t t l e m e n t s .  

This is n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  to I s r ae l i  manufacturers  

P a l e s t i n i a n s  a re  a lso charged a 15 per c e n t  Israeli  va lue  added tax  and 
38.5 per c e n t  on n e t  assets a t  the end o f  the f i s c a l  year.  These are a lso 
app l i cab le  to t h e i r  Israel i  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  Hawever, d i sc r imina t ion  o c c u r s  once 
more i n  the methods of c a l c u l a t i n g  these  t axes ,  where t h e i r  va lue  is 
c a l a l a t e d  i n  Jo rdan ian  d i n a r s  for P a l e s t i n i a n  manufacturers  and i n  Israel i  
sheke l s  f o r  I s rae l i  manufacturers,  d e s p i t e  the f a c t  t h a t  bo th  buy and s e l l  
their ~ o i h c t s  in  sheke l s .  I n  practical terms, t h i s  means t h a t  in t h e  l i g h t  
o f  continuous r a p i d  deva lua t ion  o f  the shekel  (me Jordanian  d i n a r  equa l l ed  
1,900 s h e k e l s  on 1 Janua ry  1985 and 4,250 sheke l s  on 1 September), P a l e s t i n i a n  
manufacturers pay from 35 t o  40 per c e n t  more than their  I s r a e l i  coun te rpa r t s .  
Consequently,  the to ta l  amount of taxes they  pay is 50 to 55 per c e n t  h ighe r .  
T h i s  makes product ion costs higher and they lose their a b i l i t y  to compete, 
even if given e q u a l  access to the m a r k e t .  So the pr imary concern of 
P a l e s t i n i a n  manufacturers  is s u r v i v a l ,  rather than development. 

A t  the same time, I s r a e l  cont inues  to accelerate its p lans  fo r  Jewish ,  
rather than A r a b ,  i n d u s t r i a l  development i n  the West Bank. 

Jewish i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  West Bank 

F3y 1983, s i x  Jewish i n d u s t r i a l  p a r k s  had been cons t ruc t ed  in  the West 
Bank. 15/ 

IXlnam - 
Shaked 40 
Bar kan 30 0 
Ma'aleh Ephraim 70 
Karnei Shomrm 15 0 
Ma'ali Adumim 650 
K i r  ya t Arba 50 

The o p e r a t i n g  p l a n t s  employ some 2,500 workers, 70 per c e n t  of whom are 
J e w i s h  and the remainder are Arabs ass igned  p r i m a r i l y  to u n s k i l l e d  t a s k s .  15/ 

The c u r r e n t  policies of the a u t h o r i t i e s  are to b u i l d  only  c a p i t a l  
i n t e n s i v e ,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f a c t o r i e s  to  achieve  t h e  fo l lowing  objec t ives :  
minimize the need f o r  se t t lers  to  comnute to the cities, and to l i m i t  Arab 
employment . 

to 

There are  f u r t h e r  Israel i  p l a n s  fo r  the i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  West 
Bank (par t  of the P lan  o f  a Hundred Thousand Settlers, World Z i o n i s t  
Organizat ion (WZO), 1982) t h a t  call for the es t ab l i shmen t  o f  seven a d d i t i o n a l  
i n d u s t r i a l  parks .  15/ The total area des igna ted  for these i n d u s t r i a l  parks in  
the W e s t  Bank by the year 2010 is 15,000 dunam. For Jewish  i n & s t r i a l  
workers, 83,500 jobs w i l l  be created, wi th  25,000 u n s k i l l e d  or semi-sk i l led  
jobs for  Arabs. 15/ 

I n  the s h o r t  term, by 1986, an  a d d i t i o n a l  8,750 Jewish and 2,200 Arab 
i n d u s t r i a l  jobs w i l l  be created. Investment i n  the new Jewish i n d u s t r i a l  
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parks is estimated a t  $250 m i l l i o n  over f i v e  years  ($60 m i l l i o n  to $100 
m i l l i o n  fo r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and the res t  for 10  per c e n t  government e q u i t y  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ) .  Exis t ing  investment of  Jewish indus t ry  i n  the  West Bank is 
va lued  a t  5328 mil l ion .  15/ 

The p o l i t i c a l  impl ica t ions  of government-backed Z i o n i s t  i n & s t r i a l  p lans  
for t h e  West Bank are crystal clear. 

The growing importance of t h e  occupied territories to  I s r ae l ' s  imperial 
economy is h igh l igh ted  by the presence of a l a r g e  pool of unsk i l l ed  workers. 
W i t h  the s h i f t  away from t r a d i t i o n a l  agr i c l l l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and the 
beginning of a period of i n d u s t r i a l  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  i n  I s rae l  a f t e r  1967, 
c a p i t a l  a c c u m l a t i o n  threa tened  to be hindered by t h e  high a s t  of  Jewish 
l a b o u r .  J e w i s h  workers had succeeded in  secur ing  important social and 
economic r i g h t s  du r ing  t h e  decade t h a t  followed 1948. 16/ By l i m i t i n g  
economic development i n  the occllpied terr i tor ies ,  and thus  depr iv ing  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  p p l l a t i o n  of  adequate employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  I s r a e l  was 
a s su red  of  a s t e a d y  r e se rvo i r  to meet its needs for &eap and u n s k i l l e d  
l abour .  Thble 4 below shows t h e  inc reas ing  depenaence of  t h e  I s r ae l i  emnomy 
on the P a l e s t i n i a n  workforce s i n c e  1970. 

Table 4 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  work  i n  the  occupied terr i tor ies  by place of work ,  1970-1983 

EJU mber wor k in  g Per cen a g e  
lbtal i n  I s rae l  i n  I s r a e l  - Year - 

19 70 
1973 

1975 
19 76 
1977 
19 79 
1980 
1981 
1982 
19 83 

is 74 

173 300 
194 700 
210 400 
204 900 
205 800 

212 100 
215 700 
215 900 
222 700 
232 500 

204 400 

20 600 
61 300 
68 700 
66 300 
64 900 
63 000 
74 100 
75 100 
75 800 
79 100 
87 800 

12 .o 
31.5 
32.6 
32.3 
31.5 
30.8 
34.9 
34.8 
35.1 
35.5 
37.8 

- Source: S t a t i s t i c a l  Abs t rac t  of I s r a e l ,  1984, No. 35 (Jerusalem, Cen t ra l  
Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,  1984), p. 763. 

Since Israel r egu la t e s  t h e  f l o w  of  workers from the occupied terr i tor ies  
through its labour o f f i c e s ,  i ts o f f i c i a l  statistics do n o t  inc lude  workers 
denied work permits and o ther  workers who do n o t  seek them. There a r e  from 
20,000 to  25,000 P a l e s t i n i a n  workers who a r e  h i r e d  w i t h c u t  work permi ts  - v i a  
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Arab labour Cont rac tors  or through the "s lave  m a r k e t s "  - by p r i v a t e  I s r a e l i  
bosses seeking  to maximize p r o f i t s  by circumventing o f f i c i a l  channels .  17/ 
Therefore ,  the more rea l i s t ic  n u h e r  o f .  workers i n  Israel  from the  terri tories 
would be, for 1983, 107,800 (87,000 p lus  20,000) ,  or 48.4 per cent.  

P a l e s t i n i a n  workers are confined to c e r t a i n  sectors o f  the I s rae l i  
emnomy, p r i m a r i l y  cons t ruc t ion  (50 per c e n t  o f  t h e  i l l e g a l l y  h i r e d  workers), 
a g r i c u l t u r e  and p r o a c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  a s  tourism. 18/ 
r e c e i v e  lower wages than t h e i r  Jewish counterpar t s  i n  the same job. l9J When 
labour costs are considered h igh ,  many I s rae l i  en t r ep reneur s  mwe their 
bus inesses  to  the terri tories,  or engaged in  subcont rac t ing ,  employing women 
and ch i ld ren  for r e l a t i v e l y  meagre wages. 

On the average, they 

Prior to 1967,  because o f  its a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion ,  t h e  West Bank w a s  
considered the  bread-basket o f  Jordan. However, the  I s rae l i  occupat ion h a s  
had a profound i m p a c t  on the a g r i c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  West Bank. 
po l i cy  of the occupat ion  towards West Bank a g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  been d i c t a t e d  by 
t w o  considerations-. making agr i m l t u r e  f u l f i l  t h e  func t ion  of supplying other 
factors of product ion and making it se rve  I s r a e l i  p l ans  for m a r k e t s .  

The economic 

I n  the months a f t e r  t h e  occupat ion ,  the I s rae l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  decided on an 
"open br idges"  po l i cy  whereby t h e  farmers o f  the  West Bank could t ruck  their 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  su rp luses  (and t h e  manufacturers  t h e i r  p roducts )  across t h e  
br idges  of  t h e  Jordan River i n t o  the  occupied East Bank. Today, about one 
t h i r d  of t h e  West Bank's a g r i c u l t u r a l  produce is marketed in  the East Bank. 
The br idges  are "open" i n  me d i r e c t i o n  only and freedom of  imports from the  
E a s t  Bank is n o t  permitted. I n  t h e  long r u n ,  the "open b r idges"  policy w i l l  
keep an economic condui t  a v a i l a b l e  from the West Bank to the a d j a c e n t  Arab 
areas, an  important  political cons ide ra t ion  i f  I s r ae l i  dreams of access  to t h e  
v a s t  markets of the surrounding c o u n t r i e s  are t o  be r e a l i z e d .  

Immediately a f t e r  t h e  war, the "open br idges"  policy so lved  Israel 's 
problem o f  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  su rp luses  of the West: Bank. On the 
one hand, i f  the produce had been l e f t  unsold,  the economy of t h e  West Bank 
would have co l lapsed  completely-. the r e s i s t a n c e  o f  the people might have 
i n t e n s i f i e d  and provis ion  of the necessary  s e r v i c e s  would havea been a d r a i n  
on the I s r a e l i  economy. On the other hand, i f  f r u i t s  and vege tab le s  grown on 
the W e s t  Bank had reached Israeli  markets i n  the months a f t e r  the war, t hey  
would have undersold competing I s r a e l i  Froducts  by  20 t o  25 per c e n t .  
I n i t i a l l y ,  Israel  i n h i b i t e d  the s a l e  of West Bank produce in  I s r ae l i  markets 
by r egu la t ions  r e q u i r i n g  pe rmi t s ,  health d e c k s  on processed foods and 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  the imports would  no t  cause any Israel i  su rp luses .  20/ 
the same time, no r e s t r i c t i o n  is placed on the sale of  I s r ae l i  products  i n  the 
West Bank. 
for the  West Bank's a g r i c u l t u r e  which called fo r  a r educ t ion  o f  t h e  West 
Bank's t o t a l  dependence on trade with t h e  East Bank and t h e  in t roduc t ion  o f  
crops which would be  complementary to the  I s r a e l i  economy, e i t h e r  su i tab le  f o r  
e x p o r t  to mrope or for process ing  in  I s rae l .  The expor t s  to t h e  East Bank 
prevented the W e s t  Bank's produce from g l u t t i n g  the I s rae l i  market or 
remaining unsold ,  and brough in  hard currency which improved Israel ' s  
f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  

A t  

Soon a f t e r ,  t h e  Israel i  Minis ter  of A g r i a l t u r r e  issued g u i d e l i n e s  
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I n  the l i g h t  of t he  growing importance of fo re ign  currency e a r n i n g s  to  
Israel 's a i l i n g  economy, one would  expect t h a t  Israel 's po l i cy  towards t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r e  of the occupied territories would promote f u r t h e r  development and  
expansion. However, what happened is to the contrary-.  imposed r e s t r i c t i o n s  
i n  this sector caused s tagnat ion .  The inc rease  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  product ion w a s  
caused by t h e  in t roduct ion  of more modern technology, n o t  by expansion. The 
a c t u a l  area of land under c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  the West Bank has been reduced as 
ind ica t ed  i n  table 5 below. 

Table 5 

Area of land under c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  the West Bank, 1966-1981 
(Thousands of dunam) 

Type 1980 1981 of land 1966 1968 19 73 1974 - 1975 1976 - - 
Irrigated l and  100 57 82 8 1  83 89 92 98 
Rain-fed land  1 980 1 988 1 8 7 8  1 939 1 8 7 8  1 931 1 8 5 9  1 9 0 9  

'potal 2 080 2 045 1 960 2 020 1 9 6 1  2 020 1 9 5 1  2 007 - - - - - --- - aurae: Meron Benvenh t i ,  Jerusalem-. Study of a Po la r i zed  Community 
(Jerusalem, The West Bank Data Base Project, 1983),  p. 13. 

The reduct ion  of 73,000 dunams i n  a g r i a l m r a l  l and  was accompanied by a 
far g r e a t e r  r educ t ion  i n  employment i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  which has  dropped from 
69,000 workers before 1967 to 22,600 workers i n  1983. 21/ 

The issue of l and  c o n t r o l  or ownership is t h e  subject  o f  d a i l y  
conf ron ta t ion  i n  t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ,  between P a l e s t i n i a n s  on the one 
s ide  and settlers and the m i l i t a r y  government on the other. Meton Benvenis t i ,  
t h e  former Deplty Mayor of Jerusalem, i n d i c a t e s  that  52 per cen t  of the West 
Bank l and ,  inc luding  the bes t  f e r t i l e  l ands ,  is c o n t r o l l e d  through s e t t l e m e n t s  
and the m i l i t a r y  government. 22J 
o m p i e d  territories as  merely r e s i d e n t s  i n  those areas, n o t  people l i v i n g  i n  
t h e i r  awn homeland. It therefore u s e s  v a r i o u s  techniques of land 
exprop i a t i o n  in  the process  of t o t a l  d i sposess ing  P a l e s t i n i a n s  and a l i e n a t i n g  
them from their land. 

Israel cons ide r s  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  the 

Land c o n f i s c a t i o n ,  expuls ion of P a l e s t i n i a n s  and d a i l y  harassments ,  n o t  
to mention o u t r i g h t  terrorism by sett lers who are armed and protected by the 
Is rae l i  GOvefnment, have been t h e  e s s e n t i a l  mechanisms adopted by the Z i o n i s t s  
i n  their c o l m i z a t i o n  p lans  for the West Bank and Gaza. Clear  suppor t  of the 
I s r ae l i  Government's po l icy  of l and  a l i e n a t i o n  and depopl la t ion  c a m e  from 
c u r r e n t  Knesset ( Israel i  Par l iament )  member and former I s rae l i  Chief  of S t a f f  
General Rafael Ei tan .  As t h e  r e s u l t  of a c c e l e r a t e d  p l ans  by the Israeli  
Gcuernment to colonize  the West Bank, P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  i n  t h e  words of General  
E i t a n ,  wou ld  "run about  l i k e  drugged cockroaches i n s i d e  a bottle". 23J 
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Water - 
Immedi a tel y 

resources i n  t h e  
sta te-a f f i 1 ia  ted 
a u t h o r i t i e s  have 
dr inking  water. 

after Israel 's  conques t  o f  t h e  West Bank and Gaza, water 
occupied areas were placed under the  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
water company, Mekerot. Since t h e  occupat ion began, t h e  
permit ted the  d r i l l i n g  o f  only seven new wells to provide  
Also s i n c e  the occupat ion ,  12 A r a b  i r r i g a t i o n  wells have run 

d ry ,  while many others, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Jo rdan  Val ley ,  are plagued by a 
dec l in ing  water t a b l e  and increased  s a l i n i t y .  I n  18 y e a r s  of occupat ion ,  on ly  
t w o  permits  have been given t o  P a l e s t i n i a n s  to d r i l l  wells f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
u s e .  24J I n  one of these ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  was l i censed  to d r i l l  i n  a s p e c i f i e d  
area. Wen t h e  well was &g, it was discovered t h a t  only s a l t y  water, 
unsu i t ab le  for i r r i g a t i o n ,  c o u l d  be  found there. 

Over this period,  I s r ae l i  s e t t l e m e n t s  have d r i l l e d  a t  l e a s t  17 new wells; 
these wells,  b a r e l y  5 per c e n t  o f  the total  w e l l s  on the West Bank, drew 1 4 . 1  
m i l l i o n  cubic meters of water, 42 per cent  a s  mch (or 30 per c e n t  o f  the 
total)  a s  t h e  33 mi l l i on  cub ic  meters produced by a l l  314 P a l e s t i n i a n  
w e l l s .  25/ 

I n  e f f e c t ,  Israel is he lp ing  i t s e l f  (or more p r e c i s e l y  its c o l o n i e s )  t o  
t h e  generous u s e  of  Arab ground water i n  the e a s t e r n  dra inage  area o f  t h e  
Jordan Va l l ey ,  wh i l e  imposing manifold r e s t r i c t i o n s  on P a l e s t i n i a n  water 
usage, e s p e c i a l l y  from the  western a q u i f e r s ,  on t h e  grounds that  it t h r e a t e n s  
s a l i n a t i o n  of  s u p p l i e s  to Israel  proper. 
and s t i f f  f i n e s  are imposed on P a l e s t i n i a n s  who exceed posted l i m i t s .  
Se t t lements ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  a r e  n o t  restricted and water is abundant f o r  
i r r i g a t i o n  and swimming pools. 
even some towns, suffer h a b i t u a l l y  from water sho r t ages  i n  the d r y  summer 
months. 

I r r i g a t i o n  w e l l s  have been metred, 

The v a s t  ma jo r i ty  of West Bank v i l l a g e s ,  and 

I n  t h e  i r r i g a t e d  r eg ions  o f  t h e  Jordan  Va l l ey ,  t h e  occupat ion a u t h o r i t i e s  
have d m e  t h e i r  u t m o s t  to h a r a s s  and i n t i m i d a t e  P a l e s t i n i a n  farmers.  Ear ly  in  
t h e  occupat ion ,  t h e  army destroyed some 140 water pmps  i n  t h e  Zor S t r i p  a long  
the Jordan River, and closed off some 30,000 dunam of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. I n  
1979, t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  bulldozed t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  c a n a l  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
J i f t l e k .  I s r a e l ' s  water policies have been the main impediment to  any 
expansion or i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  product ion i n  t h e  West Bank. I n  
the Jordan  Val ley,  Israel 's water p l an  calls for a n  eventua l  total of 36 
I s r a e l i  wells by t h e  l a t e  1980s,  which, on completion, w i l l  e x t r a c t  iialf of 
the  a v a i l a b l e  ground water i n  the e a s t e r n  dra inage  a rea  f o r  28 s e t t l e m e n t s  and 
t h e i r  s e v e r a l  thousand i n h a b i t a n t s ,  whi le  t h e  v e r y  s u r v i v a l  o f  some 14,000 
Arab i n h a b i t a n t s  is threatened by ever-dwindl ing water supp l i e s .  26/ 

What is Israel 's  policy towards develounent  
projects i n  the occupied te r r  i tor  i es l  

IXlring the p a s t  10 yea r s  (1975-1985) 8 the c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  Middle East 
t h a t  are a f f e c t e d  by the o i l  boom i n  the  Arab Gulf - Jordan ,  Kuwait, and 
others - experienced r a p i d  growth and developnent.  
development were s e v e r e l y  l imited i n  t h e  West Bank and Gaza by I s r ae l i  p o l i c y  
towards developnent  i n  t h e  occupied terri tories.  
severe r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed upon t h e  economy. 

However , growth and 

Developnent was impeded by 
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The best ind ica tor  of the s h o r t  and long-term I s r a e l i  plans for the 
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  is its pol icy  behavicur and dec is ions  taken regarding 
development projects. T h i s  pol icy area remained o f f  the cent re  of publ ic  
debate u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  few yea r s  when c o n f l i c t  surfaced between t h e  m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s  and a nunber of mited S t a t e s  p r iva t e  voluntary organizat ions 
(PVDs) over approval and implementation of  some developnent p ro jec t s .  

There a r e  e i g h t  PVOs a c t i v e  i n  development and s o c i a l  welfare programmes 
in  the West Bank and Gaza. These include.. American Friends Service Commit tee  
( A F S C ) ,  Mennmite Cen t ra l  Committee (MCC), American Near East *&gee A i d  
(ANERA), Community Developnent Service/Save t h e  Children (CDS), CARE, Cathol ic  
Relief Service (CRS) , Holy Land Chr i s t i an  Missions (HCM) and American-Mideast 
Educational and Training Services  (AMIDEAST). The f i r s t  two, AFSC and MCC, do 
n o t  accept  any government a id  for their programmes. The res t ,  however, 
r ece ive  united S ta t e s  Government funds. Programmes a r e  usua l ly  proposed by 
the agencies  or by local Pa les t in i ans ,  or j o i n t l y .  A l l  development pojects 
a r e  subject  to approval by the I s r a e l i  m i l i t a r y  Government. 

United States r o l e  and development projects in  the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  

United States Government eoonomic a id  to the P a l e s t i n i a n  community in  the 
W e s t  Bank and Gaza has  l a t e l y  become a r e l a t i v e l y  important pol i t ical  issue.  
T h i s  renewed i n t e r e s t  of r e l a t i v e l y  modest, low p r o f i l e  United States a c t i v i t y  
was brought about by what is described by Secretary o f  State George S d w l t z ' s  
new i n i t i a t i v e  of  "improvement of the q u a l i t y  of l i f e " .  
"improvement o f  the q u a l i t y  of  l i f e "  conveys the message t h a t  the m i t e d  
S t a t e s  has b a s i c a l l y  accepted t h e  f a i t  accompli of  permanent occupation and is 
now joining I s r a e l  i n  a pol icy o f  pac i f ica t ion .  Given the I s r a e l i  pol icy of 
permit t ing personal  prosper i ty  b u t  fo rc ib ly  r e s t r a i n i n g  commercial 
development, united states economic a id ,  aimed a t  h e l p i n g  the P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  
may paradoxical ly  f a c i l i t a t e  I s r a e l i  se t t lement  e f for t s .  United States funds 
channeled i n t o  p b l i c  works i n  the t e r r i t o r i e s  could thereby r e l ease  I s r a e l i  
budgets for J e w i s h  se t t lements .  

27J The term 

Considering the small amount of a i d  to t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  in r e l a t i o n  to 
United States Government a id  to I s r a e l ,  me would s e r i o u s l y  ques t ion  the 
i n t e n t i o n s  of the United S t a t e s .  Between fiscal year 1975 when t h e  programme 
was authorized by Congress and 1984, $51.6 mil l ion  was a l loca ted  to the  
Pa le s t in i ans .  During the same per iod,  the United S t a t e s  provided I s r a e l  w i t h  
a t o t a l  of $24.3 b i l l i o n  in g ran t s  and low-interest  loans.  28/ 
words, for ever 31 of a i d  to the P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  I s r a e l  receives  3476.  

I n  o the r  

PVOs development projects and . I s r a e l i  policy 

All United States aid to the P a l e s t i n i a n s  is channeled through s i x  of t h e  
PVQS r e fe r r ed  to earlier; thus,  these  agencies  a r e  used a s  instruments of 
un i t ed  States Government pol icy.  lb be f a i r ,  t h i s  should not reflect 
nega t ive ly  on individual  s t a f f  menbers of these agencies ,  many o f  whom a r e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  and Americans who genuinely be l i eve  they  a r e  making a 
contribution t o  Pales t in ian  development. The b i t e d  S t a t e s  Government e x e r t s  
n o  pressure  on I s r a e l  for approval of  t hese  p ro jec t s .  The agencies a r e  l e f t  
w i t h  the unenviable task of using their own s k i l l s  and methods of pressure and 
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persuasion for p r o j e c t  approvals .  None the  less ,  I s r ae l i  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  
manipalate t h e  agencies  in  many ins t ances  and p res s  hard  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t  to 
conver t  them to instruments  of  t h e i r  po l icy .  

AII a n a l y s i s  o f  development p r o j e c t s  submit ted by t h e  agencies  to I s r a e l i  
m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  approval  provides  f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  Israeli  p o l i c y  
i n  t h e  area and how United S t a t e s  funds are be ing  used. Three PVOs, ANERA, 
CDS and CRS, dea l  with development p ro jec t s .  The remainder - AMIDEAST, HCM 
and AFSC a r e  engaged i n  educa t iona l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Submitted p r o j e c t s  can be c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h r e e  ca t egor i e s :  

(a)  Developnent and income-generating branches; 
(b) S o c i a l ,  educa t iona l  and c h a r i t a b l e ;  
(c)  P u b l i c  w o r k s .  

Agr i cu l tu re  and indus t ry  belong to t h e  f i r s t  category;  educa t ion ,  social, 
community s e r v i c e s ,  h e a l t h  and c h a r i t y  to t h e  second category;  and dr inking  
water ,  sewage, access roads and e l e c t r i c i t y  to  t h e  t h i r d  category.  

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  submitted p r o j e c t s  by ca tegory  shows the fol lowing 
p a t t e r n %  29/ 

Table 6 

Ca teqory 

Economic developnen t 
Soc ia l  and educa t iona l  
P u b l i c  w o r k s  

rn t a l  

Percentage of Percentage o f  
submitted project submit ted budget 

33.8 
36.3 - 
29.9 

100.0 
- - 

45.8 
27.2 
27 .O 

100.0 
- - - 

A comparison of p r o j e c t s  and budgets submit ted and approved by c a t e g o r i e s  
shows the I s r a e l i  p o l i c y  input  and the  r e s u l t i n g  s h i f t  o f  emphasis from 
economic developnent  to p l b l i c  works. 30/ 

Table 7 

PVO i n t e n t i o n  Israel i  r e a c t i o n  
submi t ted ac tua l  implementation 

Category 

Economic developnen t 
Social and educational 
Pub l i c  w o r k s  

TO t a l  

Project Budget 
(% 1 (% 1 

Project Budget 
(% 1 (% 1 

33.8 45.8 22.7 29.4 
36.3 27.2 36.1 26.6 
29.9 27 .O 

100.0 100.0 
- 
- . -  - 

41.2 44.0 
100.0 100.0 
-7 

==  
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Detailed a n a l y s i s  o f  358 projects, involving a to ta l  budget of 
$66 m i l l i o n ,  31/, generated by thi ted S t a t e s  Government funding, adminis te red  
s i x  PVOs and submitted to the  I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  approval  and 
implementation show that:  

( a )  One t h i r d  o f  t h e  submit ted p r o j e c t s  and 45.8 per c e n t  of t h e  
proposed budgets  were directed to economic development. S l i g h t l y  more than  
one  th i rd  of t h e  p r o j e c t s  and 27.2 per c e n t  o f  the 'proposed budgets were 
directed to social, e a c a t i o n a l  and c h a r i t a b l e  projects. Almost 
30 per c e n t  of the projects and 2 7  per c e n t  o f  t h e  budgets were d i r e c t e d  to 
consumpt ion-or i en  t ed  publ ic  works  ; 

(b)  Israeli  in t e rven t ion  caused a major s h i f t  in  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of 
p r o j e c t s  and budgets.  The Israel i  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  tend to disapprove 
developnent  p r o j e c t s  and encourage p u b l i c  w o r k s .  Consequently, the s h a r e  o f  
consumption-rela ted publ ic  w o r k s  (dr inking  water, domestic e l e c t r i c i t y  and 
i n t e r n a l  roads) i n  the p r o j e c t s  a c t u a l l y  implemented reached 4 4  per c e n t  
(compared wi th  27 per cent  of the o r i g i n a l  programme). The sha re  o f  economic 

developnent - re la ted  budgets a c t u a l l y  implemented is reduced from almost h a l f  
of the o r i g i n a l  programme to less than one th i rd ;  

(c) The programme a s  it is implemented p resen t s  a d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e .  
I s r a e l i  i n t e rven t ion ,  through its approval  and d isapproval  policy, a l te rs  the 
emphasis and u s e s  United States economic a i d  i n  t h e  occupied terri tories to 
implement Israel 's own economic policies o f  a l lowing only  ind iv idua l  

- p r o s p e r i t y  and curb ing  communal economic developnent.  These economic policies 
are important  components i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  a h o s t i l e  popl la t ion .  Curbing 
developnent of a v i a b l e  and independent P a l e s t i n i a n  economic sector forces t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n t o  dependence on Israel. Continued ind iv idua l  p r o s p e r i t y  
u s u a l l y  militates a g a i n s t  e f f e c t i v e  communal organiza t ion  and p l r s u i t  o f  
communal goals .  I n  s h o r t ,  the  a c t u a l  con t r ibu t ion  of  t h i t e d  States  a i d  i n  t he  
West Bank and Gaza he lps  to s t r eng then  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  programme pursued by 
I s rae l  and r e l i e v e s  it of  p a r t  o f  i ts f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  
occupied terri tories.  

Despite t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  meager s i z e  o f  t h e  economic developnent programmes 
sponsored by PvOs, I s r a e l i  o f f i c i a l s  and much o f  the pub l i c  are nervous about  
the PVOs involvement and p u b l i c  p re s su re  used by some o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  
agencies .  General Ben E l i eze r ,  the I s r a e l i  o f f ic ia l  in  charge of project 
approval ,  when i n v i t e d  to comment on p a r t i c u l a r  projects, s a i d  that: "I 
prefer not  to answer s p e c i f i c a l l y  ... I would l i k e  to  g ive  you t h e  whole 
s t r a t e g y .  No v o l u t a r y  organiza t ion  has  any autonomy to do whatever it wants 
i n  t h i s  part of t h e  world. Th i s  is a p l ace  where t h e r e  is law and o rde r ,  and 
t h i s  is a p lace  where t h e r e  is an adminis t ra t ion ."  32/ 
of f i c i a l  i n  the  West Bank I s r a e l i  m i l i t a r y  Government was more candid i n  h i s  
reasons  for r e j e c t i n g  economic developnen t proposals: h e  was convinced the 
es tab l i shment  of West Bank factories would lead to a n  independent economic 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  He added, 'Why should  w e  a s s i s t  towns l i k e  Halhul  or 
Dahrieyeh where d i s tu rbances  are commonplace and our f o r c e s  are under 
a t t a c k ? "  33J 

Another I s rae l i  
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I n  interviews w i t h  many of the West Bank and Gaza businessmen, w e  learned 
that chances for approval of development projects submitted independently 
stood an even smaller chance of being approved than those submitted by PvDs. 
W i t h  rare exceptions, projects of land reclamation were rejected. Some of the 
major Fojec ts  that  were rejected include: a cement factory near HebrOn, the 
Fara'a canal near Nablus, expansion and modernization of a flour m i l l  i n  
Nablus and a paint factory in  Nablus. Giving.the reasons for rejecting the 
paint factory, an Israel i  o f f ic ia l  said: "Why should we permit the building 
of a factory in Nablus while Israel i  paint factories are operating below f u l l  
capacity?" 34/ 

I n  assessing why a certain project is approved i n  one location or for a 
certain group and a similar one elsewhere is rejected, we have ascertained 
that the following factors are used as cr i te r ia  by the occupation authorities 
for approval or rejection: 

(a)  Persons applying should be acceptable to the authorities. The 
system is used to punish resisters and reward friendly groups and 
collabor ator s; 

(b)  Projects that are usually rejected are of the following 
nature: 

(i) Projects of land reclamation; 
(ii) Projects of institution bu i ld ing  and development; 

( iv )  Projects that could lead to ecanomic independence; 
(iii) Projects that compete w i t h  I s rae l i  producerss 

(v) Projects t h a t  m i g h t  hinder or affect any area of Israel i  
policy, "security" and otherwise. 

Israel uses various means and devices to faci l i ta te  the execution of its 
economic policy i n  the occupied terr i tor ies  and most importantly issuing 
military orders as a means of institutionalization of that  policy. 

Military orders related to economic development 

S i n c e  1967, Israeli  military authorities i n  the occupied terr i tor ies  have 
issued abmt 1 , 2 0 0  military orders, 17 of them dealing w i t h  I s rae l i  economic 
policy i n  the West Bank and Gaza. One example of these orders is order 
No. 104 ,  which prevents the transfer of goods without a permit. T h i s  order 
reduces the sale of merchandise from the occupied terr i tor ies ,  even to East 
Jerusalem. Other orders, such as Nos. 1015 and 1039, r e s t r i c t  the growing of 
oranges, plums, tomatoes, and eggplants because of conflict w i t h  I s rae l i  
farmers. These orders are clear expressions of Israel ' s  colonial policy i n  
the occupied ter r i tor ies . 
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Conclusion 

"There w i l l  be no development [ i n  the  occupied terri tories] i n i t i a t e d  
by the  Israel i  Government, and no  permits  w i l l  be  given for expanding 
a g r i c u l t u r e  or i n d u s t r y  [ t h e r e ] ,  which may compete with t h e  State of  
I s r a e l .  " 

Yitzhak Rabin 
Minis ter  of Defence of  Israel  
T h e  Jerusalem P o s t  
1 5  February 1985 

No o the r  s ta tement  by a h igh  I s r a e l i  Government o f f i c i a l  has  ever 
described I s r a e l  Is po l i cy  towards economic development in  the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s  more a c c u r a t e l y  than Rabin 's .  

1967 marked t h e  beginning of t h e  end of  Israel  a s  a unique venture  in  
co lonia l i sm.  Within a few yea r s ,  economic r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  the Arab t e r r i t o r i e s  
s e i z e d  in  t h e  June  war recast I s r a e l  i n  the c l a s s i c a l  conf igura t ion  of  a 
c o l o n i a l  Power. Moving r a p i d l y  away from i ts  own t r a d i t i o n  which was d i s t i n c t  
from every other c o l o n i a l  p r o j e c t  generated i n  -rope or North America, I s r a e l  
now shares w i t h  a number of o t h e r  advanced coun t r i e s  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  
imperialism. I s r a e l ,  l i k e  o the r  c o l o n i a l  Powers, p r o f i t e d  by opening up  new 
markets for  its manufactured goods, e x t r a c t i n g  raw ma te r i a l s  from the 
dependent a r e a s  and by s e v e r e l y  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  labour power of t h e  indigenous 
people. 

I s r ae l ' s  economic po l i cy  i n  t h e  occupied te r r i to r ies  has an a d d i t i o n a l  
f e a t u r e  of "ghe t to i za t ion"  and "ban tus t an iza t ion"  of P a l e s t i n i a n  pop l l a t ion  
cen t r e s :  expansion of town and c i t y  l i m i t s  is p roh ib i t ed ,  thus  no h o r i z o n t a l  
growth is allowed. Congested populat ion c e n t r e s  are i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  they are 
permitted to  grow only  v e r t i c a l  - a s  high a s  they can: 
granted only to  I s r a e l i  s e t t l emen t s  e n c i r c l i n g  P a l e s t i n i a n  pop l l a t ion  c e n t r e s .  

Horizontal  growth is 

Consequently, t h i s  f a c i l i t a t e s  c o n t r o l  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  popr l a t ion ,  a s  
w e  a r e  wi tness ing  this w e e k ,  w i t h  the  terror gangs of armed set t lers  roaming 
t h e  s t ree ts  of  Hebron, Ramallah and Nablus, supported and p ro tec t ed  by t h e  
I s r a e l i  army. I n  the past f e w  w e e k s ,  I s r a e l i  authori t ies  have e sca l a t ed  t h e i r  
r ep res s ive  and b r u t a l  c o l l e c t i v e  plnishment measures a g a i n s t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  
pop l l a t ion  in  the West Bank and Gaza in  response t o  P a l e s t i n i a n  a t t a c k s  o f  
I s r a e l i  t a r g e t s .  AL-Najah Univers i ty  was ordered c losed  for two months  and 
the towns of Jen in ,  Tulkarm, Gaza, Ramallah, Hebron and N a b l u s  were placed 
under a r f e w .  Furthermore, 9 5  persons were p laced  under admin i s t r a t ive  
d e t e n t i o n ,  which provides  for  a renewable six-month pr i son  sen tence  wi thou t  
t r i a l ,  and exp l l s ion  o r d e r s  were issued f o r  four  people ,  inc luding  t w o  
A1-Na jah  Univers i ty  s tuden t s .  

I s rae l i  economic po l i cy  in  t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  of no growth and no 
development and continued co lcn iza t ion  proceeds unhindered; it receives the  
di fec t  or indirect  support of the United States  and Europe. The Reagan 
Adminis t ra t ion bea r s  a major sha re  of the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for I s r a e l ' s  policy; 
i t  is acquiesent  to  I s r a e l ' s  c reeping  annexation and a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  I s r a e l ' s  
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programme of p a c i f i c a t i o n .  The United S t a t e s  Congress expressed t h e  purpose 
of its a i d  a l l o c a t i o n  to  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  t h i s  way: " [ I t  is] the  desire of 
Congress to  s u p p o r t  p r o j e c t s  and expand i n s t i t u t i o n s  in ,  t h e  occupied 
terri tories of the  West Bank and Gaza to  h e l p  b u i l d  the  socio-economic 
underpinnings necessary  to preserve  peace. " 35J 

Since the uni ted  S t a t e s  Government's d e f i n i t i o n  of  peace is the  absence 
o f  war, subsequent ly ,  "to preserve  t h e  peace" under t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  
is p a c i f i c a t i o n .  Esca la t ion  of r e s i s t a n c e  in  the  occupied terri tories has  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  of d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n  of the reg ion .  Therefore ,  I s r ae l i  and un i t ed  
States policies towards the occupied terri tories e x p l a i n  t h e  oppos i t i on  o f  
both Governments to an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference on the Middle East .  So 
long as the i n t e r e s t s  of the t w o  Gwernments are n o t  s e r i o u s l y  threa tened ,  and 
so long as p b l i c  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p re s su re  w i l l  n o t  c o m e  to bea r ,  t h e i r  
policies in  t h i s  a r e a  w i l l  remain unchanged. 
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2. Shaf iq  A 1 - H m t ,  
Member of  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Nat ional  Counci l  

?&y a t tempt  to  review the  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  in  the  occupied terri tories 
i n  P a l e s t i n e  and t h e  crimes of  Israel committed t h e r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  a l l  
po l i t i ca l ,  human and i n t e r n a l  charters, laws and d e c l a r a t i o n s ,  i n  20 minutes,  
w o u l d  be a p r a c t i c a l  imposs ib i l i t y .  In  f a c t ,  it would b e  impossible f o r  any 
ind iv idua l  to  cover thoroughly the policies and p r a c t i c e s  of Israel  in  those 
terr i tor ies .  
can h a r d l y  do such  a job properly.  

P ro fes s iona l  r e s e a r c h e r s  and experts of s p e c i a l i z e d  commissions 

I n  my paper, I have tr ied my b e s t ,  with the l i m i t e d  material a v a i l a b l e ,  
mainly newspapers, to summarize i n d i c a t i v e  events  t h a t  have taken p lace  in  the  
West Bank and t h e  Gaza S t r ip  i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  months. 

Th i s  resume' w i l l  overlook many very  important and w i l l  stress only t h e  
exemplary ones t h a t  t e s t i f y  to the fact t h a t  Israel ' s  s t r a t e g i c  policy, 
dec la red  by success ive  Governments and supported by the  ma jo r i ty  of t he  
Opposit ion,  cons ide r s  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  terri tories occupied s i n c e  1967 a s  part 
of Israel .  Accordingly, Israel  does no t  cons ider  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  laws and 
convent ions related to occupat ion r e l e v a n t  to those  terri tories.  
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It is t r u e  t h a t  the Government of  I s r a e l  d i d  n o t  d e c l a r e  o f f i c i a l l y  t h e  
annexat ion of the West Bank and the Gaza S t r i p ,  b u t  it h a s  been paving the 
road for  such a s t e p  by its c o n s i s t e n t  p o l i c i e s  and p r a c t i c e s ,  such a s  t h e  
depor t a t ion  of people ou t s ide  the borders ,  the  t r a n s f e r  o f  o t h e r s  i n  hundreds 
and thousands from one p lace  to another wi th in  t h e  borders ,  t h e  conf i sca t ion  
of land and proper ty ,  the  expropr i a t ion  of water resources, the  demoli t ion of 
houses ,  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  de t en t ions  and by 
depr iv ing  people who l e f t  the  land dur ing  the  war o f  1967 from the  r i g h t  to  
r e t u r n  and to be r eun i t ed  with t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  

It  is this po l i cy  that has  been def ined  so o f t e n  by so many i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
committees and commissions, a s  one aiming to  produce the r a d i c a l ,  demographic 
and s t r u c t u r a l  changes needed to  make i t  impossible fo r  t he  P a l e s t i n i a n s  to  
regain their p r o p e r t i e s  and their n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s .  The Juda iza t ion  of t h e  
West Bank and the Gaza S t r i p ,  and probably the Golan Heights  of Syr ia ,  is the 
u l t ima te  aim of I s r a e l .  

One can t r a c e  documents, reports and uni ted  Nations r e s o l u t i o n s  
t e s t i f y i n g  to  t h i s  f a c t  back t o  the e a r l y  1970s. Now, in  1985, any review of 
t h e  oppress ive  policies and measures carried O u t  by Israel  a g a i n s t  our people 
in  the occupied terri tories can only add more material and evidence of the 
cont inua t ion  of the I s r ae l i  p l o t .  

The  most important  major event  of  1985 was the p a r t i a l  withdrawal of  
I s r a e l  from Lebanon a s  a r e su l t  of  the  h e r o i c  Lebanese r e s i s t a n c e .  Apparently 
t h e  war a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  has  no t  s topped.  

On 1 0  Apr i l ,  t he  refugee camp of Ein e l -Hi lweh was bombarded by 
i n t e n s i f i e d  a i r  r a i d s .  Ta 'nac i l  i n  the Bica '  v a l l e y  was bombarded on 17 April. 
The refugee camps of Al Baddauri and Nahr el-Bared, i n  the  u t m o s t  mount of 
Lebanon, were bombarded on 10  J u l y .  Again, P a l e s t i n i a n  camps were bombarded 
i n  the Beca' v a l l e y  on 29 J u l y ,  8 August and 4 September. The number of  
c a s u a l t i e s ,  dead and wounded, amounts t o  more than 200 people.  

It  is very  important to  remember a t  t h i s  p o i n t  the  p r e t e x t  Israel used to  
j u s t i f y  its invasion of Lebanon in  1982, i.e. " t h e  peace of Upper Ga l i l ee" .  
What is happening now i n  Lebanon i n d i c a t e s  either that  the I s r a e l i  invasion 
f a i l e d  to achieve  the dec lared  p r e t e x t  or t h a t  another  reason was behind t h a t  
invas ion ,  namely the  ex termina t ion  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  masses and the 
occupat ion of p a r t  of Lebanon. 

The r e c e n t  p l b l i c  u p r i s i n g  in  t h e  occupied te r r i to r ies  s t a r t e d  d i r e c t l y  
a f t e r  I s r a e l ' s  invasion of Lebanon. The s i t u a t i o n  exploded on 2 6  November 1982 
when people demonstrated i n  the s t r e e t s  of most towns and v i l l a g e s  condemning 
the Sabra and s h a t i l a  massacre. It was the  u p r i s i n g  of "stone-throwers" 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Merkava. A t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  t h e  involvement of armed c i v i l i a n  Jews i n  
f i g h t i n g  the  oppressed was widely noted. Hisham m t f i  Abu Salah was the f i r s t  
c a s u a l t y  of a new war waged by t h e  c i v i l i a n  armed Jews. Thus, a circle of 
a c t i o n s  and r e a c t i o n s  began, and the a t tempt  by some e x t r e m i s t  Jews who belong 
to t h e  Cash Wvement of Kahana to s torm and occupy the Holy Wsque of A k s a  was 
the peak of provocation. Although some of the at tackers  were a r r e s t e d  a t  the 
t i m e ,  it is obvious t ha t  t h e  armed c i v i l i a n  Jewish movement is growing and it 
is becoming a semi - f f i c i a l  force. For example, whenever a confronta t ion  
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takes p l ace  as  a r e su l t  of e x t r e m i s t  aggres s ions ,  t he  I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  
a l i g n  themselves w i t h  the aggres so r s ,  and whenever I s rae l  f e e l s  the need to 
take face-saving measures and to  prosecute  the extremists, the courts g ive  
them the most l e n i e n t  punishment poss ib l e .  Arabs de ta ined  fo r  such a c t i v i t i e s  
r ece ive  the maximum punishment, i n  a d d i t i o n  to having t h e i r  houses demolished 
and other c o l l e c t i v e  punishment. 

On 10  May, a 15 year-old P a l e s t i n i a n ,  Mohamad I d r i s s  Badawi of  A l k h a l i l ,  
was sentenced to  15 days imprisonment because he  had thrown a s t o n e  a t  a 
m i l i t a r y  car 10 y e a r s  earlier when h e  was on ly  5 y e a r s  o l d .  

One can enumerate hundreds of t r a g i c  stories about  the  double s t a n d a r d s  
o f  I s r a e l i  justice and its courts.  A few such examples should be enough. On 
2 1  May, for example, e x t r e m i s t  J e w s  demonstrated o u t s i d e  the Knesset, demanding 
the  r e l e a s e  of those who were accused of a t tempt ing  to blow u p  t h e  Aksa Mosque 
and of throwing  and p l an t ing  bombs i n  an a t t empt  to  k i l l  three Arab mayors. I n  
f a i r n e s s ,  one should s ta te  here t h a t  some p rogres s ive  and democratic I s r a e l i s  
demonstrated a g a i n s t  these  t e r ro r i s t s  and declared their r e j e c t i o n  o f  any 
pardon t o  be offered to them. When t h e  c o u r t  handed down its v e r d i c t  on 22  
J u l y ,  i t  was q u i t e  a s u r p r i s e  f o r  everybody: on ly  6 o u t  o f  22 were convicted.  

The  Jerusalem Post reported t h a t  "Ebbraces, t e a r s  o f  joy  and exuberant  
shouts  of  ' W e  won, w e  won', a s  the judges l e f t  the courtroom, were the f i r s t  
s i g n s  from the defendants  and their families t h a t  n o t  o n l y  in  t h e  
p rosecu t ion ' s  eyes  were the sen tences  very  l e n i e n t " .  

On 18 August, General Isac bbrdakhai ,  who was accused of k i l l i n g  t w o  
wounded P a l e s t i n i a n  f i g h t e r s  a f t e r  they had sur rendered ,  was found by t h e  
c o u r t  to be n o t  g u i l t y ,  i n  spite o f  t h e  photograph p l b l i s h e d  in  an Israel i  
newspaper, which was ma te r i a l  evidence. m e n  more i r o n i c a l  was the  wording o f  
t h e  v e r d i c t ,  which s t a t e d  t h a t  what t h e  General had committed was in defence 
of the  l i v e s  of c i v i l i a n s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  policemen and other s e c u r i t y  people.  Is 
there any way of comparing t h i s  justice w i t h  t h a t  app l i ed  to t h e  Arab suspects? 

La te r ,  a t  the end of August, Khal i l  Abu Ziaal  and h i s  wife  and ch i ld ren  
were deported f o r  three years  of  compulsory e x i l e ;  t h e  charge was "involvement 
of undefined te r ror i s t  a c t i v i t i e s " .  Such a charge could  be  made a g a i n s t  any 
P a l e s t i n i a n  i f  h e  i n s i s t e d  on being i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a P a l e s t i n i a n ,  o r  a g a i n s t  a 
group of c h i l d r e n  i f  they flew paper k i t e s  t h a t  had the  four colours o f  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  f l a g .  Gn 4 A p r i l ,  I s r a e l i  s o l d i e r s  stormed i n t o  Al-Ibrahimiya 
College and a r r e s t e d  130 s t u d e n t s  because they had r a i s e d  t h e i r  f l a g  in  t h e i r  
s c h o o l  yard! 

On the same d a t e ,  4 A p r i l ,  t h e  Israeli Government endorsed three major 
r e s o l u t i o n s  to d e s i s t  the u p r i s i n g  in  the  West Bank and the Gaza S t r i p ,  
involving: (a )  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  de t en t ion  wi thout  t r i a l ;  (b) depor t a t ion  of 
persons th rea t en ing  s e c u r i t y ;  and (c) inc reas ing  the number of gaols i n  the 
occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  . 

The Council  of Set t lers  i n  Judea ,  Samaria and Gaza was n o t  c o n t e n t  w i t h  
these  measures and demanded tha t  a L i k u d  member urge the Government to  adopt 
18 p o i n t s ,  inc luding  one t h a t  would "allow soldiers to f i r e  a t  f l e e i n g  
s tone-throwers  and s t r i p  c i t i z e n s h i p  from I s r a e l i  Arabs g u i l t y  of  
n a t i o n a l i s t i c  Arab inci tement"  (The Jerusalem P o s t ,  3 0  J u l y  1985) .  
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There  is nothing s u r p r i s i n g  i n  the Government's p o s i t i o n ,  however, s i n c e  
a l l  t he  measures it adopted had been enforced s i n c e  occupat ion.  Ckle p o i n t  
t h a t  might be o f  i n t e r e s t  relates to t h e  inc rease  in  t h e  number of  gaols. 
Using a s imple mathematical c a l c u l a t i o n ,  adding and s u b t r a c t i n g  those  who was 
gaoled and those who were released, one can s a f e l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e  number of 
imprisoned persons amounts to  more than  3,000, excluding 1,120 who were 
released r e c e n t l y  from A t l i t  P r i son  and about  5 , 0 0 0  who were exchanged by 
I s r a e l i  p r i sone r s  i n  November 1984 and May 1985. me can on ly  hope t h a t  
Israel w i l l  have some respect for human cons ide ra t ions  and b u i l d  t h e  new cells 
a l i t t l e  l a r g e r  than the one cubic metre cells o f  the  o ld  pr i sons .  
I r o n i c a l l y ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e  Government announced its i n t e n t i o n  to b u i l d  
new gao l s  for the  P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  the I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  c losed  down the l a s t  
humanitarian h o s p i t a l  l e f t  i n  the Arab z m e  of Jerusalem, the Hospice hospi ta l  
belonging to  the Austr ian C h u r c h ,  whose h i s t o r y  goes back one hundred years .  

As to schools  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  dur ing  1985 include the 
c l o s i n g ,  on 8 March, of B i t  Z e i t  m i v e r s i t y  for  t w o  months, no t  long when 
compared with 1984 and 1983 when it was c losed  for  four months and t h r e e  
months r e spec t ive ly .  Al-Najah W i v e r s i t y  was c losed  on 4 August fo r  two 
months, a punishment equal to  l a s t  year .  

Another i n t e r e s t i n g  measure of t h e  I s r a e l i  democracy was t h e  dec is ion  
made this year to forbid male Muslims under the age  of 35 years  from going on 
a pi lgr image.  The reason given is t h a t  men below t h a t  age a re  "suspects". 
Suspects of what? Don't ask.  

The I s r ae l i  policies and p r a c t i c e s  are  n o t  l i m i t e d  to determining t h e  
p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  of  P a l e s t i n e  and t h e  Pa le s t in i ans .  Israel is a l s o  t r y i n g  
to extermina te  t h e  past, t h e  h i s t o r y  and c i v i l i z a t i o n  and a l l  a spec t s  of  
c u l t u r e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  

I n  May, Israel  bul ldozed i n  Jerusalem very important inherited 
bu i ld ings  of the Ottoman era t h a t  were o f  - g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  va lue .  In  August, Israel  bulldoced another historical 
location f u l l  of r u i n s  from the Byzantine era. 

On 7 J u l y ,  t w o  hand grenades were t h r m n  a t  workers who were r e p a i r i n g  
the Hasan Bek Mosque a t  J a f f a ,  which had been dese r t ed  s i n c e  1948. I t  was the 
f i r s t  mosque I had a t tended  f o r  praying. 

What the I s r a e l i s  d id  to the P a l e s t i n i a n  Research Cent re  i n  B e i r u t  i n  
1982 should n o t  be fo rgo t t en  f o r  a moment. 

Before concluding, one ve ry  important  p o i n t  is l e f t  t h a t  r e l a t e s  to the 
process  of co lon iza t ion  and s e t t l e m e n t  i n  the occupied terri tories.  T h i s  
y e a r ,  co lon iza t ion  has  gone beyond the boundaries of the known s e t t l e m e n t  to 
the hear ts  of Arab cities. It is noteworthy t h a t  a l o t  of the  members in  the 
Knesset and the Government c o a l i t i o n  support t h i s  expansion. 

On 16 August, f i v e  extremists from the  Knesset occupied an Arab house i n  
t h e  casbah of Al-Khalil,  to rep lace  e i g h t  s e t t l e r s  who conf i sca t ed  the house 
be fo re  and were compelled to  evacuate  by the police force .  Minis te rs  Arinz,  
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Shamir and Sharon were in  favour of t h i s  a c t ,  to the embarrassment of  t h e i r  
co l l eagues  i n  the Government. Ebur days la ter ,  t h e  e i g h t  had to l eave ,  as  a 
r e su l t  o f  t he  tens ion  p reva len t  i n  the area. On 3 September , t w o  Arabs 
stabbed the two I s r a e l i  s o l d i e r s  l e f t  i n  the house i n  an a c t  of revenge fo r  
t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  and their c i t y .  Again a series o f  a c t i o n s  and r e a c t i o n s  o f  
v io l ence  p reva i l ed  a l l  around. 

I have no i n t e n t i o n  of d i s c u s s i n g  here the h i s t o r y  of Al-Khalil and the 
g r e a t  prophet  who gave the c i t y  h i s  name, Abraham, the Father of  Ismail and 
Isac. It is a h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  t ha t  this c i t y  h a s  been inhab i t ed  cont inuous ly  
by its p resen t  people and their a n c e s t o r s  for the  past 1,500 years .  L e t  u s  
imagine, for a mment,  hcrw t h e  French would f e e l  i f  an occupying fo re ign  army 
decided t o  blow up Montmartreor t he  Cathedra l  of Notre Dame because o f  
h i s t o r i c a l  c la ims t h a t  went back 3 ,000  yea r s ,  o r  how the English would f e e l  i f  
somebody had s imi l a r  -claims and decided to  blow u p  Westminster Abbey! 

What happened r e c e n t l y  in  Al-Khalil goes beyond t i m e  and space. It is a 
dangerous phenomenon that could be called "Kahanism" whose "No" is n o t  
addressed to P a l e s t i n e  and the P a l e s t i n i a n s  only ,  b u t  to h i s t o r y ,  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
and a l l  human va lues  t h a t  govern i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i f e .  Moreover, i t  is ve ry  
alarming to  note  tha t  Kahanism is no t  l imited to Kahan and h i s  fol lowers .  The 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  of the L i k u d  and o the r  e x t r e m i s t s  i n  and outside the Government 
is widely no t i ced .  The v io lence  and t h e  terror o f  the Kahanis t  sett lers have 
been noted and condemned by so many commissions and human r i g h t s  o rgan iza t ions .  
Donald Wagner and Henry Showers o f  t h e  Union of  C i v i l  Rights  i n  America have 
s ta ted  in  a r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d  "Violence of I s r ae l i  se t t lers  i n  the  occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s "  (1980-1984) t h a t  " I s r a e l i  occupat ion is oppres s ive  and monstrous. 
The  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a r e  t e r r o r i z e d  phys ica l ly ,  l e g a l l y  and psychological ly" .  And 
i t  was added tha t  " the  l e g a l  system i n  Israel is a t  the s e r v i c e  of occupat ion . . . and the Pales t i n  i a n  r e s i s t a n c e  is j u s t i f i e d  " . 

There a r e  so many precedents  t h a t  prove t ha t  a l l  of t h e  policies of  t h e  
ex t r emis t s  ,- which a r e  condemned, h y p o c r i t i c a l l y ,  by the  Government, end u p  
becoming t h e  o f f i c i a l  po l i cy  o f  I s r a e l .  Meron Benven i s t i ,  i n  h i s  comprehensive 
study "The W e s t  Bank Data B a s e  P r o j e c t " ,  r e f e r r e d  to this when h e  touched on 
the l e g a l i t y  of the cons t ruc t ion  of  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s .  Details about the 
s e t t l e m e n t s  shou ld  n o t  be avoided or toucfied upon l i g h t l y .  They are e s s e n t i a l  
and of v i t a l  importance. Those who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  should refer to the paper. 

The review of the c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  in  the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  r e v e a l  
and confirms tha t  Israel  is s t i l l  p e r s i s t i n g  i n  its aggres s ive ,  expans ion i s t ,  
d i sc r imina t ive  policies w i t h  the u l t i m a t e  purpose o f  the Juda iza t ion  of the  
West Bank and the Gaza S t r i p  a s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  to its i n t e n t i o n  of annexing 
those 'ter r i tor ies o f f i c i a l l y  . 

The second p o i n t  revea led  by t h i s  review is t h e  alarming r i s e  of 
"Kahanism", a form o f  d i sc r imina to ry  ideology f a r  more f a n a t i c  than any o t h e r  
form of  fana t ic i sm.  The growth of such  a phenomenon, no doubt ,  w i l l  undermine 
the ve ry  l i t t l e  chance of a peacefu l  s e t t l emen t  fo r  the Middle E a s t  c o n f l i c t .  

The t h i r d  p i n t  is t h a t  the P a l e s t i n i a n s  a r e  determined to c a r r y  on the 
s t r u g g l e  whatever the p r i c e  they have to  pay. u n t i l  they a t t a i n  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  
r i g h t s .  
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B. Ways and means to  implement Uhited Nations r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C: 
The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the  Middle East is the  
means fo r  a j u s t ,  durable  and comprehensive s o l u t i o n  to  the 

question of Palestine and the Middle East conflict 

1. m q e n i y  Primakov, Director of  the I n s t i t u t e  of O r i e n t a l  
S tud ie s ,  I n s t i t u t e  of t h e  USSR Academy o f  Sciences 

W e  have come he re  together  today on the basis of  the General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n  on P a l e s t i n e  of 13 December 1983. Some 124 votes  were cast  f o r  
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  w i t h  on ly  4 a g a i n s t  (United States, Israel, Canada and 
A u s t r a l i a )  and 15 abs t en t ions .  Thus t h e  r e so lu t ion  reflects the s t and  of t h e  
b u l k  of S ta te  Members of the United Nations.  In  adopt ing this r e s o l u t i o n ,  t he  
General Assembly d i r e c t l y  and c l e a r l y  favoured t h e  convocation of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference on the  Middle East. E L l t  t w o  years  have a l r e a d y  
passed, and t h e  conference has  no t  been convened. And what is more, there a r e  
no c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  it m y  be convened in  the  near fu tu re .  Meanwhile, 
the developnent of the s i t u a t i o n  in  the Middle E a s t  cont inues  to be a grave  
t h r e a t  no t  only to  the coun t r i e s  of the reg ion ,  b u t  to  world peace. 

Before coming to the  subject of t h e  prepara t ion  and hold ing  of t h e  Middle 
East peace conference,  allow me to dwell on some genera l  issues that  seem to 
be o f  a major s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

F i r s t ,  I would l i k e  to d r a w  your a t t e n t i o n  to the f a c t  t ha t  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  problem is the core and corner-s tone of the Middle E a s t  
se t t lement .  Without a s o l u t i o n ,  the es tab l i shment  of a j u s t  and s table  peace 
in  the Middle East is impossible. T h i s  is recognized today by a l l  except  t he  
Israeli  r u l i n g  circles. 

But what does t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  problem mean? There is one 
answer to t h i s  quest ion:  providing the P a l e s t i n i a n  people w i t h  the 
oppor tuni ty  and cond i t ions  to implement f u l l y  t h e i r  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  to 
se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and the es tab l i shment  of  t h e i r  own State. 

The P a l e s t i n i a n  ques t ion  was an i s s u e  i n  the l a t e  1940s. One may 
r e c o l l e c t  tha t  a t  tha t  t i m e ,  the  General Assembly vo t ing  for  the c r e a t i o n  o f  
two S t a t e s  in  the mandated t e r r i t o r y  of P a l e s t i n e ,  Arab and Jewish. I n  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n  it was given in  this order .  m t  now some forces a r e  t ry ing  to  
apply d i f f e r e n t  c r i t e r i a .  Theore t i ca l ly ,  such a t tempts  are a b s o l u t e l y  
unfounded, a s  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a r e  now a people,  perhaps even to  a g r e a t e r  
e x t e n t  than i n  t h e  1940s. But it is even more important  now t h a t  t hese  
attempts have become very dangerous from t h e  p r a c t i c a l  po in t  of view. They do 
n o t  s o l v e  the c e n t r a l  p r o b l e m  of  the Arab-Israeli s e t t l emen t  and a t  t h e  same 
time l a y  a delayed-act ion mine of t e r r i f i c  force in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  Middle Eas t .  The l a r g e  experience accumulated by mankind shows that when 
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n a t i o n a l  problems are  a t  s t a k e ,  n o  p a l l i a t i v e s  a r e  able  to r e s o l v e  a c o n f l i c t ,  
to  s t a b i l i z e  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  for long or to uproot the  causes  of 
t h e  sporadic complicat ions which can and w i l l  l e a d  to a most dangerous 
explos ion .  

Second, t h e r e  is the  problem of t h e  choice  of t h e  way i n  which to set t le  
the Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t .  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  w e  a r e  faced wi th  the  dilemma of 
e i t h e r  employing t h e  method of an overall s e t t l e m e n t  by convening a peace 
conference,  t ak ing  into account the  i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  c o u n t r i e s  d i r e c t l y  and 
i n d i r e c t l y  involved in  the  c o n f l i c t ,  or the method of s e p a r a t e  agreements 
between I s r a e l  and other Arab p a r t i e s  to the c o n f l i c t  s igned  by tu rn .  A 
r e t r o s p e c t i v e  glance a t  events  makes it p o s s i b l e  to judge the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  
this or t h a t  method. I n  1979, the s e p a r a t e  Egypt ian- Is rae l i  t r e a t y  w a s  
s igned.  S o m e  statesmen in  the United S t a t e s  and other Western coun t r i e s  t r ied 
to  p resen t  it a s  a "unique and most important  instrument"  of de' tente in  the 
Middle East, o f  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o f  the s i t u a t i o n ,  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  peace between 
Israel and its Arab neighbours. The s i x  yea r s  s e p a r a t i n g  u s  from the  s i g n i n g  
o f  t h a t  t r e a t y  j u s t i f y  c e r t a i n  conclusions: 
s t a b i l i z e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  gave a new impetus to  those I s r a e l i  
forces t h a t  were s t r i v i n g  to annex t h e  Arab lands  occupied i n  1967 - t h e  West 
Bank of the Jordan River,  the Gaza S t r i p  and the Golan Heights.  It gave f u l l  
scope to the I s rae l i  extremists to a t t a c k  Lebanon in  1982. I s r a e l i  
i n t e rven t ion  has  been the main cause of 'the blood-shedding crisis i n  Lebanon 
of unprecedented du ra t ion  and tremendous number of human casualt ies.  

t h e  t r e a t y  n o t  on ly  d i d  n o t  

Wen the Camp David agreements were being prepared,  the uni ted  States 
Adminis t ra t ion was making t h e  world b e l i e v e  t h a t  it would provide,  among o the r  
th ings ,  for a beginning of  an i n t e n s i v e  process  o f  r e so lv ing  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
problem. The agreement envisaged Is rae l i -Egypt ian  c o n t a c t s  on the ques t ion  of 
the P a l e s t i n i a n s .  The Israeli  Government made no secret o f  the f a c t  tha t  it 
meant autonomy for t he  pop l l a t ion  of t h e  West Bank and t h e  Gaza S t r i p  and n o t  
for the  t e r r i t o r y .  

A l l  unbiased experts i n  t h e  Middle East read  t h i s  I s r a e l i  s t a n d  a s  a 
prepara t ion  for the  annexation o f  the  occupied Arab lands .  Na tu ra l ly ,  such 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  on the "Pa le s t in i an  ques t ion" ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h e  Israeli  way and 
in  the absence of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of P a l e s t i n i a n  people, produced no  resu l t s .  
They were simply stopped and this, i n  my view, once more proved t h e  
incon tes t ab le  fact  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  t a l k s  cannot  have a -follow-up in  the  form o f  
a genera l  s o l u t i o n .  Although h i g h l y  boosted by t h e i r  adherents ,  t hey  cannot 
br ing  about ,  s t e p - b y  s t e p ,  a genera l  s e t t l emen t .  

T h i s  goa l  maybe achieved o n l y  i f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  problems are  t r e a t e d  as  a 
"package deal",  i f  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  parties s i t  a t  the n e g o t i a t i n g  table.  Such 
a course h a s  been open a l l  t h e  t i m e .  It has  been supported by t h e  Sov ie t  
union and a number of other coun t r i e s .  I t  may be said t h a t  it came to  the 
s u r f a c e  w i t h o u t  once making f e a s i b l e  t h e  beginning o f  the process  o f  an 
o v e r a l l  s e t t l emen t .  
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R l t  t he re  e x i s t s ,  a s  I see it, a c e r t a i n  r e g u l a r i t y .  As soon a s  the 
Peace conference on t h e  Middle East becomes r e a l l y  possible, as  soon as  its 
concre te  contours  emerge, proposa ls  o f  s e p a r a t e  agreements immediately 
emerge. Thus, i n  1977, f o r  i n s t ance ,  t h e  v i s i t  o f  t h e  former Egyptian 
P r e s i d e n t  to Jerusalem took place soon a f t e r  the Soviet-American Declarat ion 
on the Middle East had been i ssued .  The Declarat ion contained a concre te  
proposal  fo r  a peace conference on the  o v e r a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  the  Middle E a s t  
problem. I think t h a t  now, too, those  people who plan new separate t a l k s ,  
t h i s  t i m e  between Jordan ,  the P a l e s t i n i a n s  and I s r a e l ,  would l i k e  t o  prevent  
t h e  holding of a peace conference on the Middle East. And i t  is probable t h a t  
the Arab forces who a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  the prepara t ion  of the 
Jordan ian-Pales t i n i a n  agreement, b u t  d id  n o t  want a s epa ra t e  s e t t l emen t ,  do 
no t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  they may be involved,  perhaps even a g a i n s t  their w i l l ,  i n  
processes aimed a t  prevent ing a just so lu t ion  to t h e  Middle East c o n f l i c t ,  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  problem i n  the f i r s t  place.  

The prepara t ion  and hold ing  o f  a peace conference on the  Middle East is 
c e r t a i n l y  no t  an easy task,  e s p e c i a l l y  when both I s r a e l  and the uni ted Stktes, 
c o n t r a r y  to p r e v a i l i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  op in ion ,  do not  want t h i s  conference to 
take place and a c t i v e l y  o b s t r u c t  a l l  e f f o r t s  to convene it. Put does this 
mean t h a t  the way to  an o v e r a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  is forever blocked and t h a t  our 
e f f o r t s  are a l l  i n  vain? 

I do no t  s h a r e  such a pessimistic view. 

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t he  process  of an o v e r a l l  settlement does no t  c o n t r a d i c t  
real ,  o b j e c t i v e  i n t e r e s t s  of  independence and t h e  development o f  a l l  peoples 
and S t a t e s  of  the region. That is why t h i s  process  can be arranged i n  such a 
way a s  to s a t i s f y  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  parties. 

Che should mention the fol lowing basic p r i n c i p l e s  for  the o v e r a l l  
s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Middle East problem: 

(a) I n a d m i s s i b i l i t y  of  c a p t u r e  of  fore ign  lands by aggress ion;  

(b)  Assurance o f  the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to 
se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and the es tab l i shment  o'f their own independent S ta t e ;  

(c) Assurance of t h e  r ights of a l l  States of t h e  reg ion  to safe ,  
independent and secure ex i s t ence .  

These a re  j u s t  p r i n c i p l e s .  Na tu ra l ly ,  they  are a l s o  in  accordance with 
the real  i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  parties to the c o n f l i c t  and do no t  t i e  the hands of 
the s i g n a t o r i e s  o f  t h e  agreement beforehand. 

I would l i k e ,  i n  this connect ion,  to  g ive  an example. The implementation 
by t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people of their  r i g h t  to  se l f -de te rmina t ion  and t h e i r  own 
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n a t i o n a l  S ta te  is of  paramount importance. B u t  as soon a s  t h i s  State is 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  would anybody be  able to  oppose its d e c i s i o n  to en te r  i n t o  
confedera t ion  with some other State or States? Of  c o u r s e  not .  As a matter of 
f a c t ,  such a prospect could be  provided f o r  i n  the  agreement. 

A s u f f i c i e n t l y  f l e x i b l e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the conference working bodies should 
a l s o  be envisaged. For i n s t ance ,  it seems t h a t  s e t t i n g  up  conference 
commissions d e a l i n g  w i t h  genera l  problems in  no way prec ludes  t h e  forming, 
when necessary ,  o f  commissions and e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o n t a c t s  on a b i l a t e r a l  
basis .  

mrther ,  it would be  poss ib l e ,  perhaps,  to ag ree  on a "time-table" for 
the implementation of a l l  measures agreed upon a t  the conference.  Thus  i t  
would be p o s s i b l e  to speak  n o t  o f  a s o l u t i o n  to problems once and f o r  a l l ,  
b u t ,  i n  case of  a n e c e s s i t y ,  o f  a success ion  of s o l u t i o n s .  m t  the steps of 
such a staircase should n o t  be sepa ra t e  boards,  t h e y  should be steps o f  a 
s i n g l e  s ta i r  case. 

I am convinced t h a t ,  a t  p re sen t ,  this is t h e  o n l y  possible way to an 
overall s e t t l e m e n t  of the  Middle East problem, b u t  it is blocked by the  
I s r ae l i  Government. However, t h e r e  are c e r t a i n l y  f o r c e s  in  Israel i t s e l f ,  
al though as y e t  n o t  numerous, who are aware o f  the dangerous consequences o f  
Israel i  n i h i l i s m  regard ing  t h e  o v e r a l l  s e t t l emen t .  
nobody knows what t he  ba lance  of  fo rces  w i l l  be  i n  the  Middle East. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  po l i cy  o f a m p a t i o n  creates ever g r e a t e r  dangers  to a l l  
democrat ic  man i fe s t a t ions  i n  the I s r a e l i  s o c i e t y  i t s e l f .  Che cannot b u t  
recollect Marx say ing  t h a t  a people oppress ing  o t h e r  peoples could n o t  
be f r e e .  

Years w i l l  pass, and 

One may hope t h a t  i n  t h e  United States ,  too, t h o s e  p o l i t i c i a n s  w i l l  n o t  
be pushed to  the  background who rea l ize  ' t ha t  the e l imina t ion  of the c o n s t a n t  
t h r e a t  of d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o f  r eg iona l  and g loba l  s i t u a t i o n s  caused by t h e  
developments i n  the Middle East is in  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the United 
S t a t e s  and other na t ions .  

The way to an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference and o v e r a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  
Middle East problem is c e r t a i n l y  no t  an easy one, it is n o t  covered w i t h  rose 
p e t a l s .  B u t  i t  is t h e  o n l y  way which, i t  seems, mankind should fol low,  i f  it 
r e a l l y  wants just ice  for a l l  peoples ,  s e c u r i t y  and peace as an i n a l i e n a b l e  
r i g h t  o f  a l l  n a t i o n s  l i v i n g  on our p lane t .  
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2. Mattiyahu Pe led ,  Member of Knesset fo r  t he  
Progress ive  L i s t  f o r  Peace,  Chairman of the I s r a e l i  Council  

for Ssrae l i -Pa le s t in i an  Peace and Professor  of 
Arabic L i t e r a t u r e  a t  T e l  Aviv Univers i ty  

Regardless  o f  t h e  f i n a l  f o r m l a t i o n  o f  t h e  t i t l e  of  this morning's 
d i scuss ion ,  I would l i k e  to  emphasize the in  the telegram I received from the 
Under-Secretary-General for P o l i t i c a l  and General Assembly A f f a i r s ,  I was 
i n v i t e d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  an e x p e r t  member of  the panel e n t i t l e d  "Ways and 
means to  implement United Nations r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C" and to p resen t  a paper 
on t h a t  subject;  and t h i s  is what I intend to do in  the time a t  my d i s p o s a l .  

The t e x t  of t h a t  r e so lu t ion  l eaves  no doubt t h a t ,  i n  t he  opinion of  t h e  
General Assembly, the  so lu t ion  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  problem requires t h a t  the 
r i g h t s  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  be  f u l l y  recognized,  
t h a t  the PLO be recognized a s  the sole r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people ,  that t h i s  organiza t ion  should participate on an e q u a l  foo t ing  w i t h  
o ther  p a r t i e s  in  the peace. process  and t h a t  I s r a e l  shou ld  pt an end to the 
occupat ion of  terri tories it h a s  been occupying s i n c e  1967 and e l imina te  a l l  
t r a c e s  o f  the  occupation. All t h i s ,  it is c l e a r l y  s ta ted in  the  r e s o l u t i o n ,  
s h o u l d  be accomplished while  t h e  r i g h t  of a l l  States in  t h e  region to e x i s t  i n  
peace and s e c u r i t y  is f u l l y  recognized.  

That r e s o l u t i o n  does not  set  before t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community goa l s  
which a r e  i l l u s o r y ,  although they seem to  be far-reaching; what i t  set o u t  to 
do is to l a y  down a programme which t h e  experience of  t h e  c o n f l i c t  has  shown 
to  be the only one possible i f  peace is t o  be es t ab l i shed  in  the region.  Or, 
r a t h e r ,  t h e  on ly  t h a t  can b r ing  an end to t h e  c o n f l i c t .  This was realized by 
the General Assembly one cloudy morning on 13  December 1983; it was a lesson 
l ea rned  over the  yea r s  and f o r m l a t e d  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  circumstances s i n c e  
Secur i ty  Council  r e s o l u t i o n  338 (1973) was adopted. The g i s t  of t h a t  
r e s o l u t i o n  is t h a t  t h e  parties d i r e c t l y  involved in  t h e  c o n f l i c t  should meet 
around t h e  nego t i a t ing  t ab le ,  jo ined  by the  t w o  super-Powers, and work o u t  a 
s o l u t i o n  based on the p r i n c i p l e s  enuncia ted  by Secur i ty  Council r e s o l u t i o n  2 4 2  
(1967). As we a l l  know, the format provided by r e s o l u t i o n  338 (1973) was 
tested in  a couple  of  sessions and was then suspended by t h e  United S ta tes ,  
Once it was f e l t  t h a t  a se t t l emen t  based on a narrower basis ,  excluding the 
Sovie t  Union, would  better s e r v e  their i n t e r e s t s .  For a moment it l o o k e d  a s  
i f  the United States had second thoughts  when the uni ted States-Soviet  Union 
s t a t emen t  of October 1977 was issued. That s t a t e m e n t  went one s tep beyond 
r e s o l u t i o n  338 (1973) in  t h a t  i t  recognized the c e n t r a l i t y  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
problem, which in  e f f e c t  went unrecognized in  both of t h e  Secur i ty  Council  
r e s o l u t i o n s .  Iht the  j o i n t  s t a t emen t  was doomed and soon abandoned, i n  
preference ,  by t h e  United S ta tes ,  f o r  t he  Camp David process  which r e s u l t e d  i n  
a b i l a t e r a l  peace between I s r a e l  and Egypt, a peace which i n  e f f e c t  was soon 
plt i n  co ld  s t o r a g e  and became a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  l ead ing  to  g rea t e r  t r aged ie s  
for the peoples of the region.  There is no doubt that  t h e  Camp David accords 
l e d  to  t h e  r u t h l e s s  and adventurous I s r a e l i  a i r  r a i d  on t h e  nuclear  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  i n  Iraq and to the two invas ions  of Lebanon, i n  1978 and i n  
1982. These t r a g i c  consequences of  t h e  Camp David accords came despite t h e  
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t w o  p o s i t i v e  elements w r i t t e n  i n t o  them. The f i r s t  one is the p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  
I s r a e l  should w i t h d r a w  a l l  the way to  the pre-1967 borde r s  i n  the framework of 
a peace t r e a t y ,  a s  indeed is required by the General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  w e  
a r e  d i scuss ing  today? and t h e  second is the recogni t ion  tha t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  
problem should be solved on the basis of  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  of  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people. Y e t ,  this dramatic  move f a i l e d  because the  United S t a t e s  
tr ied to u s e  t h e  peace process  as a means o f  f u r t h e r i n g  its i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  
region a t  the expense of  those of the Sovie t  Union. Furthermore, i t  f a i l e d  
because I s r a e l  t r i e d  to used t h e  peace process  as a means o f  f u r t h e r i n g  its 
aggress ion  a g a i n s t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  

These  a r e  sad l e s sons  b u t  they  shculd  n o t  be  allowed to be  fo rgo t t en .  
They should be borne in  mind now espec ia ly ,  s i n c e  w e  a r e  wi tness ing  a new 
a t tempt  by t h e  United States to genera te  a new phase in  t h e  process  meant to 
f u r t h e r  their  i n t e r e s t s  under the p r e t e x t  o f  rev iv ing  the peace process.  mt, 
i n  the meantime, t h e  idea of what might be  termed a h o l i s t i c  approach has  n o t  
died. I n  September 1982, P res iden t  Brezhnev proposed a plan for peace in  the 
Middle E a s t  t h a t  was based on the concept  that  was eventua ly  incorpora ted  i n  
the General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  w e  are cons ider ing  today. This  p lan ,  having 
been adopted i n  e f f e c t  by t h e  Arab S u m i t  o f  Fez and by t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Nat ional  
Council  i n  1983 , n a t u r a l l y  became the b a s i s  for  the General Assembly 
r e so lu t ion .  The merits of t h i s  plan or programme is t h a t  it provides a 
framework foz a r r i v i n g  a t  a s o l u t i o n  that  would be accep tab le  to  a l l  the 
parties to  t h e  c o n f l i c t  and a t  t h e  same time enable  the b i g  Powers both to 
look a f t e r  their own v i t a l  interests and to provide a guarantee  that  the 
s e t t l e m e n t  reached would be implemented and observed. Compared to anything 
proposed by the United States the re  is no doubt  t h a t  the proposal  to  search  
for peace wi th in  the framework of  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference c e r t a i n l y  
holds  c u t  g r e a t e r  promise of success .  

A few words shculd be s a i d  about  t h e  obstacles faced by t h e  General 
Assembly's programme. I do n o t  think i t  should be doubted t h a t  the people o f  
t h e  Middle East a r e  eager for  peace. E!ut peace is often presented  a s  a g r e a t  
danger or as tantamount to  the renunc ia t ion  of elementary r i g h t s .  By t h u s  
p resent ing  peace to t h e  people ,  the ant i -peace forces manage to mobil ize  on 
their s i d e  a g r e a t  d e a l  of suppor t  which they would c e r t a i n l y  lose i f  the 
f e a r s  they  genera te  c o u l d  be  a l l a y e d .  T h i s  is a p o i n t  which very  o f t e n  tends 
to  be d is regarded .  In  o the r  words, there is a psychological  dimension which 
must be borned i n  mind when p o l i t i c a l  proposals  a r e  made to s o l v e  the  problems 
b e s e t t i n g  peoples a t  war. A g r e a t  d e a l  is made by uni ted States and I s r a e l i  
propaganda on any ambiguity t h a t  can be  found i n  proposals  they  do n o t  l i k e .  
For example, when the  s i x t e e n t h  P a l e s t i n e  Nat ional  Counci l ,  having adopted the  
Brezhnev plan,  f a i l e d  to mention t h e  name o f  I s r a e l ,  t h i s  was i n t e r p r e t e d  by 
h o s t i l e  propaganda a s  proof of the  i n s i n c e r i t y  underlying the r e s o l u t i o n .  
These  days too, t h e  United States is a t tempt ing  to  persuade Jordan and' the PLO 
to  renounce their adherence to  the idea of  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference 
and some i n d i c a t i o n s  p o i n t  to the p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  the United States may 
propose direct con tac t s  w i t h  the PLO, d e s p i t e  I s r a e l i  oppos i t i on ,  i n  r e t u r n  
for abandoning the demand for such a conference,  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  the State 
Department issued yesterday notwithstanding.  There should be no doubt t h a t  a 
rejection of such united states suggestions by King Hussein and Yasser Ara fa t  
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w i l l  be i n t e r p r e t e d  by Israel and the Uhited States as proof of  t h e i r  
unwil l ingness  to make peace. I n  order to meet such a f a l s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
t h e i r  motives they  would be wise to  emphasize the  expected consequences o f  an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference.  It would make  good sense  to p i n t  o u t  t h a t  
wi th in  the framework of such a conference c e r t a i n  measures t h a t  seem now v e r y  
u n l i k e l y  might b e  made poss ib l e ,  such as  d i r e c t  t a l k s  between t h e  I s r a e l i  and 
the P a l e s t i n i a n  de lega t ions ,  or the acceptance o f  c e r t a i n  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
e x e r c i s e  of sovere ignty  which cannot be  d iscussed  i n  any other format. what I 
am sugges t ing  is the tak ing  o f  a c t i v e  measures to counter  the argument t ha t  an  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference would on ly  enable  t h e  anti-American and a n t i -  
I s r a e l  forces to plt s t i c k s  into the wheels o f  t h e  wagon of  peace. 

Yesterday t h e  phenomenon of Jewish nazism was mentioned. Indeed, w e  a r e  
faced today, i n  I s r a e l ,  w i t h  what I consider  the most t e r r ib l e  and most i r o n i c  
revenge taken by Adolph H i t l e r  a g a i n s t  the Jewish people in  t h a t  his v e r y  
ideology, the ideology of Nazi racism,  h a s  been wholly embraced by a l a r g e  
number of Jews in  I s r a e l  and ou t s ide .  There a r e  ve ry  deep roots to t h i s  
development, and the po l i cy  of annexation and un re l en t ing  aggression a g a i n s t  
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people by Israel  has c e r t a i n l y  provided t h e  f e r t i l i z e r  with 
which such a shameful poisonous growth h a s  thr ived.  Let me draw your 
a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  f a c t  t h a t  such developments a r e  coming hand i n  hand with 
o t h e r s ,  no less dangerous. I would l i k e  to draw your a t t e n t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
to a report i ssued  by t h e  I n s t i t u t e  for  Disarmament S tudies  in  Washington a 
few w e e k s  ago,  i n  w h i c h  it is stated that  I s r a e l  h a s  a t  its disposal from 15 
to  28 nuclear devices  t h a t  can be launched by b a l l i s t i c  missiles or by 
a i r c r a f t .  An immediate r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  report was a s t a t emen t  issued in  
Damasas by t h e  m r e i g n  Minis ter  of t h e  Syrian Arab Replb l ic ,  t h e  Libyan Arab 
Jamahir iya and the Islamic Republic of Iran saying that the three Governments 
had decided to acquire nuclear  c a p a b i l i t i e s  to be  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  Israel .  
Thus, em open and acknowledged nuclear  race has  begun in  the Middle East. I n  
Israel ,  few paid a t t e n t i o n  to t h i s  t e r r i f y i n g  developnent ,  s i n c e  most people  
and a l l  the  mass media were busy fol lowing the developments i n  Hebron, where a 
f e w  c razy  c h a u v i n i s t s  had occupied an o l d  house in  t h e  casbah and t h e  
Government has  shown shameful t i m i d i t y  in  dea l ing  w i t h  them. B u t  the p o i n t  to 
bear in  mind is t h a t  t hese  c r a z y  elements may come to power and l a y  t h e i r  
hands on the nuclear  weapons and t h u s  plunge the e n t i r e  region into a n u c l e a r  
holocaust . 

Stopping t h e s e  developnents is the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t hose  in  I s r a e l  who 
a r e  committed t o  peace and peacefu l  co-exis tence.  &t w e  need a more vigorous 
d r i v e  for peace i n  and o u t s i d e  Israel  to h e l p  u s  a r r e s t  t h e  f lood of i n s a n i t y  
that  is r i s i n g  wi th in  our soc ie ty .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  this can be achieved 
at this stage without  t h e  two super-Powers coming to  magreement on how to 
t a c k l e  the Middle East s i t u a t i o n .  W e  are a l l  wai t ing  anxiously for the 
forthcoming meeting between P r e s i d e n t  Reagan and Mc. Gorbachev, hoping t h a t  
one of the outcomes w i l l  be an agreement on the ques t ion  o f  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
peace conference on t h e  Middle East. Perhaps w e  have reached t h e  s t a g e  where 
the l o c a l  Powers are no longer capable  of s o l v i n g  their c o n f l i c t ,  and the  
e n t i r e  power to d e a l  with the s i t u a t i o n  has  passed i n t o  t h e  hands of the super- 
Powers. I f  they w i l l  f a i l  to come to an agreement then it seem t h a t  the 
Middle East w i l l  be  heading towards g r e a t e r  calamities than those it has 
experience up  to  now. 
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3. Tawfiq Zayyad, Mayor of Nazareth 

The l a t e s t  United States a s s a u l t ,  which has  been s tepped up over r e c e n t  
months, is very  far removed from be ing  a peace i n i t i a t i v e .  Its real  aim is to 
impose a l i q u i d a t i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  issue and o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people to n a t i o n a l  sovere ignty .  

I t  is being conducted on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  o f f i c i a l ,  declared United 
States p o s i t i o n  (the Reagan p l a n ) ,  which is based on r e j e c t i o n  of the 
p r i n c i p l e  of withdrawal to the 1967 borders, r e j e c t i o n  of the r i g h t  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people to  se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and an independent State and 
r e j e c t i o n  of r ecogn i t ion  of the PLO a s  t h e  sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
the P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people.  

A t  t h e  l e a s t ,  it is conducted with a view to harness ing  the PLO to  t h e  
uni ted States p o s i t i o n  and dep le t ing  it' of a l l  P a l e s t i n i a n  na t iona l  con ten t ,  
thereby  widening the s p l i t  i n  the  o rgan iza t ion  and aggrava t ing  its i n t e r n a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

American t iming is based on t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f ac ing  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people and the PLO a s  a r e s u l t  of the I s r a e l i  invasion of Lebanon in  1982. 

The United S t a t e s  (and I s r a e l i )  p re-condi t ion  fo r  those  P a l e s t i n i a n s  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the j o i n t  Jordanian-Pales t in ian  de lega t ion  is t h a t  they 
should be "acceptable" ,  i n  o ther  words t h a t  they  should,  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  be  
appointed by the uni ted  States and be accep tab le  to the Government of I s r a e l .  
This implies a v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  the PLO is the sole l e g i t i m a t e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and opens a breach for  the p o t e n t i a l  
e l imina t ion  of t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people 
recognized a t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n ,  Arab and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  levels. 

Accordingly,  what is going on is t h a t  t h e  foundat ions are being l a i d  f o r  
the implementation of the second phase of the  Camp David design ( the  Reagan 
p l a n ) ,  t h i s  time by making u s e  of t h e  Jordanian re'gime and admi t t ing  it a s  a 
formal p a r t i c i p a n t  a long  w i t h  o t h e r  Arab l e a d e r s  who a r e  sympathetic to t h e  
United States and to its s t r a t e g i c  des igns  in  t h e  region and a r e  endeavouring 
to increase  p re s su re  on the PLO. 

The Camp m v i d  agreements d i d  no t  b r ing  peace and did not  r e so lve  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  i s s u e ,  which is the essence of the crisis,  b u t  were an i n v i t a t i o n  
to a new war ( t h a t  i n  Lebanon); a Camp David I1 w o u l d  a l s o  be an i n v i t a t i o n  to 
f u t u r e  wars. 

Reference must be made, with p a r t i c u l a r  g r a v i t y ,  to t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
United States and I s r a e l  a r e  using the  so-called "peace i n i t i a t i v e "  or "peace 
process" i n  order  to cover up a number of matters of extreme ser iousness:  

(a) The cont inued Israel i  occupat ion of parts of southern  Lebanon, 
d i r e c t l y  by Israeli  forces and i n d i r e c t l y  through the intermediary of the 
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mercenary Antoine Lahad fo rces ,  and of the  sabotage a c t i v i t y  o f  Israeli  
lackeys i n s i d e  Lebanon; 

(b)  The prepara t ions  for a new war a g a i n s t  the Syrian Arab Replb l ic  i n  
order to open the way for the  complete subjugat ion  of the  Middle East; 

(c) The fact  t h a t  Israel is involved in  the schemes of  the u n i t e d  States 
that go beyond the P a l e s t i n i a n  issue and beyond the Middle East reg ion ,  a s  can 
b e  seen from t h e  s t r a t e g i c  co-operat ion agreement, Israel i  r ead iness  to t a k e  
p a r t  in  S t a r  Wars, nuclear-weapon product ion programmes, etc., i n  the  b e l i e f  
t h a t  t h e  United States w i l l  gain ascendancy i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  and i n  t h e  Middle 
East and that the Soviet  union and the n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  movements i n  
gene ra l  w i l l  be weakened by t h e  success of I s r a e l i  schemes and expans ion i s t  
ambitions.  

There is no e s s e n t i a l  q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e rence  between the t w o  major 
p a r t i e s  making up the I s r a e l i  Government, the Ma'arach and the L i k u d .  The 
d i f f e rences  a r e  tact ical  and matters of outward form. Complete agreement 
e x i s t s  on the t h ree  I s r a e l i  noes: no withdrawal to  the  1967 borders;  no r i g h t  
to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and an independent State for  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab 
people; no recogni t ion  of t h e  PLO. Th i s  makes Israel  the  only  r e j e c t i o n i s t  
State in  the region.  

The cont inued se t t l emen t  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  s tepping  u p  o f  the "Iron F i s t "  
po l i cy  and occupat ion-related oppress ion  i n  the occupied terr i tor ies  a r e  
d e s t r u c t i v e  n o t  o n l y  for the P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people b u t  f o r  t h e  Israeli  
people and t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  . 

The s o l u t i o n ,  a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  peace, is p o s s i b l e  on ly  
on the b a s i s  o f  withdrawal from a l l  the a r e a s  occupied in  1967, t he  r i g h t  o f  
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and an independent State and 
recogni t ion  of  t h e  PLO a s  the sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the 
Pa le s  t i n  ian people.  

T h i s  s o l u t i o n  is based on the r e s o l u t i o n s  and covenants of  t h e  un i t ed  
Nat ions,  which p r o h i b i t  the a a q u i s i t i o n  of the t e r r i t o r y  of  others by fo rce  of 
arms. 

There is a need for a balance of power, both i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  and wi th in  
the reg ion ,  and for an o b j e c t i v e  cu t look  t h a t  does n o t  permit the imposi t ion 
o f  an u n j u s t  "se t t lement" ,  as  the experience of cont inued wars over 37 yea r s  
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  of the Lebanon war of 1982) has  proved. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  experience ( t h a t  of the Vietnamese, Cuban and Algerian 
ques t ions  and o f  dozens of other n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  causes) demonstrates  tha t  
it is no t  possible in  cur time to s o l v e  n a t i o n a l  issues by m i l i t a r y  migh t ,  b u t  
on ly  on the basis  of the p r i n c i p l e  of the r i g h t  to se l f -de t e rmina t ion .  
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The q u e s t i o n  of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference 

The e n t i r e  d i scuss ion  of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference (under the auspices 
of  the united Nations and w i t h  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  the Soviet union, the  
United S t a t e s ,  I s r a e l ,  t h e  PLO and the o ther  States concerned) is a d iscuss ion  
o f  whether the re  is t o  be a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  or an u n j u s t  s o l u t i o n .  A l l  those  
who r e j e c t  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference reject  a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  and s e e k  to 
impose the  l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  the  r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people to  n a t i o n a l  
sove re ign ty  and t h e  exclusion o f  the Sovie t  Union and t h e  PLO. A l l  those  who 
d e s i r e  a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n  see the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
oonference a s  t he  framework for  its achievement. 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is a d i rec t  one. The c o n f l i c t  involved 
i n  the P a l e s t i n i a n  i s s u e  cannot  be  removed from the gene ra l  contex t  o f  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  Conf lagra t ion  and outbreaks of hos t i l i t i e s  cannot 
always be contained wi th in  the Middle E a s t .  The Middle East issue ( w i t h  a war 
every three to four yea r s )  m y  lead to  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e rup t ion  or one 
extending beyond the Middle East. 

Accordingly,  i n  p re sen t  circumstances , t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference is an 
appropr i a t e  framework, or r a t h e r  t he  only framework, f o r  reaching a j u s t  
s o l u t i o n  which is also accompanied by assured guarantees  for the fu tu re .  

The la tes t  s ta tements  made by Reagan, Peres and King Hussein on their 
concept ion of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference demonstrate t h a t  they  seek an 
" i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference" that  w i l l  be an umbrella, a rubber stamp and an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  endorsement of  a l i q u i d a t i o n i s t  s e t t l emen t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  to  n a t i o n a l  sovere ignty ,  o f  the r e a l i z a t i o n  by I s r a e l  o f  
t e r r i t o r i a l  a c q u i s i t i o n s  and of a s e t t l e m e n t  reached by them in  advance. 

The s ta tements  i n  ques t ion  were, neve r the l e s s ,  made a s  a &o form 
retreat  in  t h e  face of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  campaign of p r e s s u r e  conducted by the 
United Nations and its Member States ,  by world pub l i c  op in ion  and by a l l  the 
fo rces  t ha t  t r u l y  desire a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  se t t l emen t .  A t  the 
same t i m e ,  cau t ion  should  be used a g a i n s t  any i l l u s i o n s  created by this merely 
form1 r e t r e a t .  

The idea of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference is tak ing  f i r m  rmt among such 
ex tens ive  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  circles tha t  the United States and I s r a e l  cannot 
ignore t h e m  and a r e  r e s o r t i n g  to  s t ra tagems a g a i n s t  t h e m .  

T h i s  shows the  need to i n t e n s i f y  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p re s su re  exe r t ed  by 
t h e  Uhited Nations,  its Member States, t h e  peace-loving States and the fo rces  
of r a t i o n a l i t y  on the r u l e r s  of  the mited States and Israel a s  a s t r a t e g i c  
framework for br inging  about  a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  peace i n  the 
Middle East. 
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4. Amnon Zichroni,  Attorney and Member, 
I s r ae l i  Council  for I s r a e l i - P a l e s  t i n i a n  peace 

I request your indulgence a b i t  i n  t h a t  some o f  my remarks today will be  
of a personal  na tu re .  Since my youth,  when I f i r s t  became p o l i t i c a l l y  aware, 
I viewed myself as  being a member of  what is known i n  Israel as the  "Peace 
Camp". My f i r s t  steps i n  t h e  p u b l i c  realm were q u i t e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c .  I 
re fused  to be drafted i n t o  the I s r a e l i  Army and even went on a hunger s t r i k e ,  
a l l  this a t  the tender  age of 18. These were the a c t i o n s  of a na ive ,  
r e b e l l i o u s  youth who bel ieved  t h a t  h i s  personal  example could a f f e c t  a change 
and inf luence  o t h e r s  to a r r i v e  a t  a peacefu l  r e so lu t ion  of t h e  c o n f l i c t  which 
a f f l i c t s  our reg ion ,  somewhat similar to  t h e  view of  the philosopher Immanuel 
Kant, who c a l l e d  f o r  eternal world peace. 

I t  was almost 200 years  ago that  Kant wrote an e s say  i n  which he  claimed 
t h a t  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  democrat ic  Governments would ensure  peace because 
democracies required t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  to dec ide  on war or peace. The c i t i z e n s ,  
for t h e i r  part, would n o t  be l i k e l y  to encourage the f a c i l i t a t i o n  of such a 
s i t u a t i o n  a s  war and would n o t  be i n  favour of the t ragedy of war owing t o  every 
m n ' s  abhorrence o f  war, which n e c e s s a r i l y  includes the need to f i g h t ,  the 
need to pay for t he  conduct of  war both in human and f i n a n c i a l  terms by the 
c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  need to restore and rebui ld  a s  a consequence o f  t h e  damage which 
war i n e v i t a b l y  l eaves  in  its wake and, l a s t l y ,  to endure the  awful b i t t e r n e s s  
fol lowing t h e  c e s s a t i o n  of  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  which is euphemis t ica l ly  termed 
peace. 

However, t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  democratic Governments d id  n o t  ensure  
peace, nor did my personal  hunger s t r i k e  a f f e c t  the problems which a f f l i c t  my 
region of t h e  world. 

W i t h  the passage of both t i m e  and yea r s ,  my eyes opened a b i t  wider and I 
came to some f u r t h e r  awarenesses. A t  f i r s t ,  poss ib ly ,  it was s t i l l  an 
awareness which cont inued to w a l k ,  hand i n  hand, with my na ive te ,  f o r  it 
be l ieved  that  all t h a t  w a s  requi red  w a s  for a l l  sides to the conflict to speak 
to one ano the r ,  t h a t  t h e  most n a t u r a l  t h ing  i n  the world was for  t h e  enemies 
to si t  together  and t a l k  o u t  their d i f f e r e n c e s  wi thcut  the i n t e r f e r e n c e  of  
o u t s i d e r s  who c a r e  more for their own i n t e r e s t s  than fo r  the i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  
p a r t i e s  to the c o n f l i c t .  I s a i d  before that  it is possible to say  that  this 
awareness was a b i t  na ive  i n  that  it ignored t h e  r e a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved-. 
deep sea ted  psychological  p a t t e r n s  of thought and deeply  h e l d  beliefs;  the 
con t r ad ic to ry  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  p a r t i e s ;  and the p e t t y  p o l i t i c a l  cons ide ra t ions  
of some of the l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s .  The list could go on and on. 

And then ,  a s  is t h e  n a t u r e  of th ings ,  I developed another  awareness, one 
which was more real is t ic  and took i n t o  account  the f a c t o r s  I previous ly  
mentioned. Suddenly, I understood t h a t  one doesn ' t  l i v e  i n  a vacuum nor does 
one e x i s t  without  a past. In  order t o  advance the peace process o t h e r  
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  are necessary  so as  to guarantee  the arrangements 
made and to p r e s s u r e  r e c a l c i t r a n t  parties - i n  short, to a i d  i n  t h e  peace 
process.  Thus ,  it is clear t h a t  what is needed is an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace 
conference with a l l  t h e  neccessary  parties p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  a s  w e l l  as the t w o  
s u  per-Pow er s . 

Israel  refuses to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  such a peace process because, a t  this 
time, it l a c k s  the  c o l l e c t i v e  w i l l  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  occupied terri tories,  which 
is a pre-condi t ion  to any peace. The United States r e f u s e s  to p a r t i c i p a t e  
because it  does n o t  b e l i e v e  that  its i n t e r e s t s  i n  the reg ion  are b e s t  se rved  
by the convening o f  such  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference.  

I mentioned previous ly  the  view of Kant and h i s  f a i t h  i n  democracy. I n  
Kant 's  t i m e ,  democracy was s t i l l  an i n f a n t  i n  d i a p e r s  which  e x i s t e d  i n  only  a 
handful  of States. H i s  f a i t h  in  democratic p r i n c i p l e s  was j u s t i f i e d ,  n o t  
because democrat ic  Governments are always a b l e  to prevent  wars,  b u t  because 
pub l i c  opinion and the n a t i o n a l  consensus a r e  tremendously important f a c t o r s  
i n  a democracy's a b i l i t y  to conduct a war. Democracies t h a t  don ' t  assess the 
importance of a n a t i o n a l  consensus be fo re  e n t e r i n g  a war, as for  i n s t ance ,  t he  
uni ted  States in  V i e t  Nam or Israel  in  Lebanon, make  these wars unwinnable. 
P u b l i c  opinion s t a n d s  i n  oppos i t ion  to  governmental po l i cy  and cause a change 
in t h a t  po l icy .  

Despite a l l  the harsh criticism I have a g a i n s t  t h e  I s rae l i  Government and 
many of my fe l low c i t i z e n s ,  I cannot  deny the  f a c t  t h a t  I s r a e l  is a State 
wherein t h e - v a s t  ma jo r i ty  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  i n  the p r i n c i p l e s  of democracy. 
Pub l i c  opinion s t i l l  p lays  an important  role i n  Israel  and the  war i n  Lebanon 
proves this. 

Sometimes peace is e lus ive .  
hand, it slips away. Tha t ' s  what 
demonstrat ions a g a i n s t  the war in  
hundreds of thousands of I s rae l i s  
the I s r a e l i  peace camp was on t he  
profound change i n  Israeli  pub l i c  

The moment you think you 've  g o t  it i n  your 
happened a few years  ago  when t h e  l a r g e  
Lebanon were h e l d  i n  I s rae l  w i t h  many 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  I t  was widely be l ieved  t h a t  
threshold o f  a momentous v i c t o r y  and t h a t  a 
op in ion  would ensue. Alas, that  change 

never developed, and the s i t u a t i o n  i n  Israel today is worse than ever .  

The nuclear  threat  is ever i nc reas ing ,  even in  our reg ion  of the world. 
The age o f  nuclear  weapons has  come to the  Middle East. It was r e c e n t l y  
reported t h a t  the Syr ian  Arab Republic and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya planned t o  
plrchase nuclear  weapons in  ,an e f f o r t  to counter  the I s rae l i  nuclear  
c a p a b i l i t y .  This would  p lace  the e n t i r e  reg ion  in  a danger of unpa ra l l e l ed  
propor t ions .  There are  so many c r a z i e s  and extremists i n  this region who 
would p re s s  the nuclear  but ton wi thout  much h e s i t a t i o n ,  and the  threat  of 
r e t r i b u t i o n  does n o t  e x i s t  as it does between the super-Puwers. 

The phenomenon o f  Rabbi Kahane and Kahanism exis ts .  Contrary to what 
most people th ink ,  Kahanism is no t  a temporary case o f  c o l l e c t i v e  i n s a n i t y  or 
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a mere f l a s h  in  the pan. It is a n a t u r a l  outgrowth of  the L i k u d  P a r t y ' s  
ideology. The L i k u d  gave b i r t h  to t h e  Tehiya P a r t y  and Rabbi Levinger of  t h e  
G u s h  Emunim Movement which, i n  t u r n ,  prompted the emergence of Kahanism. 
Kahanism has a pedigree and should be seen a s  being a direct descendant  o f  t h e  
Likud P a r t y ' s  a t t i t u d e s  and a c t i o n s  while  i n  p e r .  The Likud P a r t y  s t i l l  
pays l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  the  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  democracy, b u t  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  it has 
concerning P a l e s t i n i a n s  and i t s  view vis-a-vis t he  P a l e s t i n i a n / I s r a e l i  problem 
gives  r i s e  t o  Kahanism, which ca l l s  f o r  t he  expulsion of  a l l  Arabs from I s r a e l  
and the  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s .  

The genera l  p l i t i c a l  atmosphere i n  Israel  today is f r igh ten ing .  It is 
one of a growing p o l a r i z a t i o n  between those who genuinely d e s i r e  peace and 
those who w i s h  to make I s r a e l  an armed o u t p o s t  completely isolated from the 
r e s t  of the Middle E a s t .  Kahane's b l a t a n t ,  open racism is echoed by a growing 
number of "moderate" and "conserva t ive"  p o l i t i c i a n s  who a r e  anxious n o t  to 
l o s e  votes .  The  r i s e  of  extremism is rampant. 

Against  t h i s  background it is p o s s i b l e  to ana lyse  r e c e n t  events  and p lace  
them in their proper context .  A t  t h e  end of J u l y  and the  beginning o f  August, 
three murders took place i n  t he  no r the rn  I s rae l i  town of Afula. The v i c t ims  
were a l l  Jews and the  a l leged  p e r p e t r a t o r s  were ind iv idua l  P a l e s t i n i a n  
r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  occupied te r r i to r ies .  No group or organiza t ion  t o o k  any 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  these  a c t s .  The Jewish response to these  murders was 
c h i l l i n g .  People t o o k  to t h e  streets and chanted "death to Arabs" and 
ind iv idua l  Arabs who w o r k  i n  Afula re fused  to go to t h e i r  j obs ,  being 
j u s t i f i a b l y  a f r a i d  o f  being p h y s i c a l l y  harmed. 

In  response to these murders, t he  I s r a e l i  Government decided to 
r e i n s t i t u t e  its po l i cy  of  depor t a t ion .  This was viewed a s  a way o f  
f r i g h t e n i n g  the  inhab i t an t s  of  the  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  and a s  a measure o f  
revenge fo r  the  murders. The f i r s t  person ordered to be deported was H a l i l  
Abu Ziad. Mr. Abu Ziad is a l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  of the town of Azaria ,  a small 
v i l l a g e  l o c a t e d  near Jerusalem i n  part o f  t h e  occupied West Bank. I t  was 
claimed by the  I s r ae l i  m i l i t a r y  commander t h a t  Mr.Abu Ziad was a leader o f  
Fatah and was fomenting d i s tu rbances .  I represented Mr. Abu Ziad before  both 
the m i l i t a r y  committee and the I s r a e l i  Supreme C o u r t ,  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  keep him 
from being deported.  The m i l i t a r y  committee, whose opinion is mly  advisory ,  
recommended t h a t  the m i l i t a r y  commander reconsider  h i s  dec is ion  to  deport Mr. 
Abu Ziad. For the f i r s t  time in  h i s t o r y ,  t he  m i l i t a r y  commander ignored t h e  
committee's recommendation and went on to  order h i s  deportation. Before the 
Supreme Cour t  made its f i n a l  d e c i s i o n ,  an arrangement was made wherein my 
c l i e n t  l e f t  I s rae l  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  the  depor t a t ion  order being dropped. 
Unfortunately,  depor t a t ions  a r e  cont inuing .  

The crux o f  my l e g a l  argument was t h a t  under i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, the 
occupying a u t h o r i t y  ( I s rae l )  is forbidden to deport any members of t h e  
c i v i l i a n  populat ion of the t e r r i t o r y  which it occupies .  For those who s h a l l  
be a t t end ing  t h e  lawyer 's  workshop l a t e r  i n  t h e  day, I s h a l l  go i n t o  my l e g a l  
argument i n  g r e a t e r  de t a i l .  



The fact  that  the l a t e s t  round o f  tens ion  was s ta r ted  by the murders of 
Jews supposedly by i n d i v i d u a l  Arabs is q u i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I t  is s i g n i f i c a n t  
in  t h a t  t he  a l l e g e d  murderers were youths from the  occupied terri tories.  They 
were n o t  members of any p a r t i c u l a r  group nor d id  they  espouse any  particular 
ideology. What prompted t h e m  to murder, i f  they i n  fac t  d id  i t ,  was the u t t e r  
hopelessness  and-despe ra t ion  with which they viewed their s i t u a t i o n .  Israel  
h a s  occupied these t e r r i t o r i e s  for 18 yea r s  now. T h u s ,  a whole  genera t ion  of 
both Jews and P a l e s t i n i a n s  have grown up n o t  knowing anyth ing  else.  What has  
been n a t u r a l  to  them is the fac t  o f  occupat ion.  A s  a w f u l  a s  the occupat ion is 
for the  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e s i d e n t s ,  i t  a l s o  does tremendous damage to the  I s r a e l i  
youth,  no  natter where  they l i v e .  These young people have grown u p  w i t h  the  
I s r a e l i  a s  occupier ,  and have come to view the  pre-1967 boundaries as simply 
l i n e s  on an a n c i e n t  map. T h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  coupled w i t h  the c u r r e n t  r i s e  of  
ex t r  emism which  legitimates r a c i s t  f e e l i n g s  t o  these youngs ters ,  must be  
addressed . 

The major i ty  o f  I s r a e l i s  have grown up i n  t h e  a f te rmath  of t h e  1967 war 
and have come to  b e l i e v e  f i rmly  t h a t  t h e  only way for I s r a e l  to defend i t se l f  
p rope r ly  is through t h e  cont inued occupat ion of a l l  those te r r i to r ies  
conquered in  t h a t  war. A t  every meeting such as t h i s  one,  I must s e i z e  t h e  
oppor tun i ty  and request that  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  help t h e  I s r a e l i  peace camp 
convince the I s r a e l i  p u b l i c  t h a t  it is  poss ib l e  to l i v e  i n  s e c u r i t y  i n a n  
I s r a e l  reduced i n  s i ze  to the pre-1967 borders. The P a l e s t i n i a n  l e a d e r s h i p  
must unambiguously declare that  it is w i l l i n g  t o  recognize  I s r a e l ' s  r i g h t  to 
e x i s t  and the desire  to c o e x i s t  i n  a meaningful peace i n  r e t u r n  for  I s r a e l ' s  
r e t u r n  of a l l  terr i tor ies  occupied i n  the 1967 war and I s r a e l ' s  acceptance of 
the P a l e s t i n i a n s '  r i g h t  to  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d i n g  to the 
c r e a t i o n  of a P a l e s t i n i a n  State. The d e c l a r a t i o n  should also inc lude  a 
s t a t emen t  e x p l i c i t l y  renouncing v io l ence  for a c e r t a i n  period of time i n  which 
i t  is expected t h a t  I s r a e l  s h a l l  accep t  the terms o u t l i n e d  above. If a 
statement s u c h  a s  t h a t  were made, and made i n  a s  dramat ic  a fash ion  a s  
possible, the e f f e c t  it would have on I s r a e l i ,  a s  w e l l  a s  world p u b l i c  
op in ion ,  would be  tremendous. 
direct  c o n t a c t s  between P M  leaders and Israelis and s h o u l d  a l s o  be 
accompanied by a somewhat diminished genera l  p l b l i c  b a t t e r i n g  o f  anything 
I s r a e l i .  The  .PLO must acknowledge t h a t  some I s r a e l i s  a r e  genuinely i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  peace and i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the c r e a t i o n  of a P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e ,  and w e  ms t  be 
encouraged publ ic ly .  

This  d e c l a r a t i o n  should b e  accompanied by more 

As I mentioned b e f o r e ,  I am no  longer 18 ,  na ive ,  or completely capable  or 
w i l l i n g  to go on another  hunger s t r ike,  although i t  would probably do m e  some 
good. mw, to  my sorrow,  I r e a l i z e  tha t  peace cannot  b e  achieved by a c t s  such 
a s  those. However, I do know the  va lue  of such  a d e c l a r a t i o n ,  a s  I c u t l i n e d  
above, and its a b i l i t y  d r a m a t i c a l l y  to  sway I s r ae l i  p lb l i c  op in ion ,  and I know 
that  a move of I s r a e l i  p u b l i c  op in ion  i n  favour of peace would s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
advance I s r a e l i / P a l e s t i n i a n  d ia logue  and the convening of a conference as 
c a l l e d  for i n  General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C. 


































































































