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INTRODUCTION 

1. The T h i r t e e n t h  u n i t e d  Nat ions Seminar on t h e  Ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  
e n t i t l e d  "The i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people", was h e l d  a t  t h e  
BuyGk SUrmeli Hotel, I s t a n b u l ,  Turkey, from 7 to 11 April 1986, i n  accordance  
w i t h  t h e  terms o f  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  40/96 B o f  1 2  December 1985. 
E i g h t  meet ings  were h e l d  and 16 p a n e l i s t s  p r e s e n t e d  papers on s e l e c t e d  aspects 
of the q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  

2.  The Connnittee on t h e  Exercise of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by a d e l e g a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  Mr. George 
Agius (Malta), Rapporteur of t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  Head of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ;  Mr . 
Guennadi I. h d u v e n k o  (Ukra in ian  S u v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  Republic),  Mr. Alberto 
Veldzco San Jose' (Cuba), Mr . Mehmet A l i  I r temsel ik  ( m r k e y ) ;  Mr . Zehdi L. 
T e r z i  ( P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i m  (PLO)) .  Mr. Agius was Chairman and 
Mr . Irtemgelik was Rapporteur o f  t h e  Seminar. 

I. OPENING STATEMENTS 

3 .  The Seminar r e c e i v e d  a message from Mr . Turgu t Gal ,  Prime M i n i s t e r  of 
Turkey, which w a s  read o u t  by the Chairman of the Seminar a t  the opening  
meet ing  ( s e e  annex I to  t h e  p r e s e n t  report) . 
4 .  M r .  V a h i t  Halefoqlu ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  Foreign A f f a i r s  of Turkey addressed the 
opening meet ing  of t h e  Seminar. I n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  h e  stressed t h a t  t h e  Seminar 
was t a k i n g  place a t  a time when t h e  Middle East r e g i o n  was undergoing many 
impor tan t  deve lopnents .  Turkey 's  h i s t o r i c a l  t ies and good r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  the 
Arab and Islamic c o u n t r i e s  provided it w i t h  a unique p o s i t i o n  to unders tand  
t h e  problems of t h e  r e g i o n  better and to e x p l a i n  the j u s t  cause o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  to its f r i e n d s  i n  the West. 

5. Turkey had opposed t h e  un i t ed  Nat ions p a r t i t i o n  plan i n  1947 and had 
defended t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  cause  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  on a l l  o c c a s i o n s  and a t  a l l  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  forums, f i r s t  and foremost  a t  t h e  united Nat ions.  As a member 
of the C o m m i t t e e  on the E x e r c i s e  of the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
P e o p l e ,  Turkey a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  its w o r k .  

6 .  Turkey 's  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  were n o t  conf ined  to t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r e n a .  On a b i l a t e r a l  basis as w e l l ,  it enjoyed r e l a t i o n s  of 
f r i e n d s h i p  and s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, as w i t h  t h e  Arab 
c o u n t r i e s ,  based on m m o n  s p i r i t u a l  and c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s .  Those r e l a t i o n s  had 
expanded and been c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  way s i n c e  they  had been 
o f f i c i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  and t h e  PLO had opened its o f f i c e  i n  Ankara i n  1979. 

7. A j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  t h e  r e g i o n  could o n l y  be found by t h e  
r e c n g n i t i o n  of t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  
r i g h t  to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  and by t h e  withdrawal o f  Israel  from Arab 
te r r i to r ies  occupied  s i n c e  1967. Turkey b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i n  order for peace to 
be l a s t i n g ,  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  must l i v e  w i t h i n  secure b o u n d a r i e s .  
I t  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to s u p p o r t  a l l  peace effor ts  to t h a t  end i n  which the 
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PLO, t h e  sole l eg i t ima te  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  was e n t i t l e d  to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  the  other parties concerned. Turkey wished to see the 
es tab l i shment  o f  peace and s t a b i l i t y  as soon as poss ib l e  so t h a t  t h e  peoples 
of the reg ion  could devote their energ ies  to the  r econs t ruc t ion  of t h e i r  
coun t r i e s  and to a more f r u i t f u l  co-operat ion amongst t h e m .  

8 .  A t  the same meeting, the Chairman of the Seminar gave a b r i e f  account  of 
the Committee's w o r k  to da te .  H e  stressed the particular importance t h a t  t h e  
Committee attached to the seminars in  the v a r i o u s  reg ions .  H e  ind ica ted  the 
Committee's convic t ion  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e  information on t h e  ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  
w o u l d  h e l p  to ensure more comprehensive coverage of  developments i n  the region 
and promote p u b l i c  suppor t  i n  favour of an equ i t ab le  and peacefu l  s o l u t i o n .  
Once a l l  the f a c t s  surrounding the ques t ion  of Palestine were known, the 
r e s u l t a n t  b e t t e r  understanding o f  t h e  ques t ion  would h e l p  to  convince even 
those who so f a r  had been somewhat i n d i f f e r e n t  to the j u s t  cause of  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  

9 .  The Committee w a s  convinced tha t  t h e  European coun t r i e s  were in  a 
pos i t i on  to  play an a c t i v e  role in  the sear& for a so lu t ion .  European pub l i c  
opinion had to be mobilized, a long  w i t h  t h a t  o f  a l l  t h e  other r eg ions ,  to  make 
the voice  o f  reason,  the vo ice  o f  peace and respect for  people 's  r i g h t s  in  
world a f f a i r s ,  better heard.  It had to be mobilized to e x e r t  a more 
s i g n i f i c a n t  in f luence  in  the formulation of  p o l i c i e s  calculated to enable the  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people to e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  
and independence, r i g h t s  t h a t  they had been u n j u s t l y  denied for  so long. 

10 .  The s t r u g g l e  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people for  the e x e r c i s e  of  t h e i r  r i g h t s  
had no t  only led to c o n f l i c t  i n  the region b u t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a permanent danger 
for i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e c u r i t y .  Because of  t h a t  danger ,  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community f e l t  concerned and was becoming more and more aware o f  
the d i f f i c u l t  and complex ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and t h e  repercuss ions  of  its 
non-solution. Indeed, the basic elements of the ques t ion  were so c l o s e l y  
interwoven t h a t  any par t ia l  or unbalanced s e t t l e m e n t  and, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  any 
a t tempt  no t  to t a k e  f u l l y  i n t o  account the j u s t  and l e g i t i m a t e  a s p i r a t i o n s  of 
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people could on ly  place g r e a t e r  obstacles in  t h e  way o f  a 
s o h  t i o n .  

11. The widely a t t ended  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on the Question of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  h e l d  a t  Geneva in  1983, had formulated a nunber of b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  
necessary for a s o l u t i o n ,  inc luding  the r i g h t  of a l l  States in  the region to 
e x i s t  wi th in  secure and recognized boundaries  and justice and s e c u r i t y  for  a l l  
the people,  inc luding  a f u t u r e  P a l e s t i n i a n  S ta te .  That Conference had a l so  
recommended the  convening of a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle 
E a s t ,  under the auspices  o f  t h e  un i t ed  Nations,  with the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on an 
equal foot ing  o f  a l l  the p a r t i e s  to the Arab-ISraeli c o n f l i c t ,  including t h e  
PLO - as t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  people d i r e c t l y  concerned - toge ther  w i t h  
the United States of America and the m i o n  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics.  

1 2 .  Since its t h i r t y e i g h t h  s e s s i o n ,  the General Assembly had endorsed the  
idea of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle E a s t .  It  had a l so  
i n v i t e d  t h e  Sear  i t y  C o u n c i l  and the Secretary-General to  u n d e r t a k e  
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a l l  p repara tory  measures to convene t h e  Conference. By r e s o l u t i o n  40/96 D,  
the ASSerrdsly had stressed the urgent  need for a d d i t i o n a l  cons t ruc t ive  e f f o r t s  
by a l l  Governments i n  order to convene t h e  Conference wi thout  f u r t h e r  de lay  
and for the  achievement o f  its peaceful  ob jec t ives .  I t  had a l s o  c a l l e d  upon 
the Governments of Israel  and t h e  un i t ed  States to reconsider  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  
towards the  a t ta inment  of  peace in  the Middle E a s t  through the convening of  
t h e  Conference . 
13. 
Nations,  the C o m m i t t e e  f u l l y  endorsed the importance o f  such a Peace 
Conference and, as a matter of  p r i o r i t y ,  cont inued to e x e r t  a l l  e f f o r t s  to 
promote its e a r l y  convening. The views o f  s e v e r a l  par l iamentar ians  and 
policy-makers p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  the Seminar would  be o f  g r e a t  va lue  in  
a s ses s ing  what s t i l l  needed to be done. 

S t rongly  supported by t h e  ma jo r i ty  o f  t h e  States Members o f  t h e  un i t ed  

14. Mr . R i b h i  H i j az i ,  Ambassador of t h e  PLO t o  m r k e y ,  conveyed a message 
from H i s  Excellency Mr. Yasser Ara fa t ,  Chairman o f  the Executive C o m m i t t e e  o f  
t h e  PLO and Commander-in-Chief of t h e  Forces o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Revolution (see 
annex I1 to the p resen t  repor t ) .  

15. The Seminar decided to send a message to Mr . Arafa t ,  thanking him fo r  h i s  
message (see annex 111 to the p resen t  r e p o r t ) .  

1 6 .  Mr . N i h a t  A k y o l  (Turkey), speaking on behal f  of t h e  un i t ed  Nations 
Council  for Namibia, reaf f i rmed the Counci l ' s  suppor t  for  the General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  and stressed its s o l i d a r i t y  
with t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on the Exercise of  the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights of  the  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People  in  the t a s k  o f  s ecu r ing  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a t ta inment  o f  t h e  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of  t he  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. The Council  was of  the view 
t h a t  t h e  problem o f  t h e  Middle East was i n e x t r i c a b l y  l i nked  to  a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  
of  the ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  the absence o f  which aggravated tens ions  and 
c o n f l i c t s  i n  this reg ion ,  thereby  endangering i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and 
s e c u r i t y .  The ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e ,  a s  the s i t u a t i o n  in  Namibia, cont inued 
to l i e  heav i ly  on the conscience of  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. As i n  South 
Africa, the s i t u a t i o n  in  the Middle E a s t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r i t i ca l  and 
explosive and violence w a s  spreading th roughou t  the reg ion .  Cnly by 
c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  through the a p p l i c a t i o n  of  p e r t i n e n t  dec i s ions  of  the  
uni ted Nations c o u l d  those  i n j u s t i c e s  be r e c t i f i e d .  

17. Mr. Guennadi I. Oudovenko (Ukrainian Soviet  Socialist Republic), speaking 
on behalf  o f  t h e  Spec ia l  Conunittee a g a i n s t  Apartheid, noted with deep r e g r e t  
t h a t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people were s t i l l  being denied their i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  to 
se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and t h a t  t ens ions  i n  the Middle East had escalated 
further. The ques t ions  of P a l e s t i n e  and of apartheid were of  the g r e a t e s t  
concern to t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. Both problems emanated from the 
d e n i a l  of the r i g h t s  of se l f -de te rmina t ion  to the peoples concerned. A l l  
a t tempts  to b r ing  about  a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n  to the 
ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  the core of  the Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t ,  as w e l l  as to 
br ing  about  t h e  end o f  apartheid, had f a i l e d  due to the o b s t r u c t i v e  policies 
of the united States. 
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18. mch year the Special C o m m i t t e e  submi t ted  a special report to the General  
Assembly and t h e  S e a r  i t y  Counci l  on developnents  concern ing  r e l a t i o n s  between 
I s r a e l  and South A f r i c a .  Those reports p o i n t e d  o u t  c l e a r l y  the n a t u r e  o f  the 
a l l i a n c e  between t h e  t w o  rdgimes . The concern  o f  t h e  Special Committee i n  
t h a t  r e g a r d  stemmed from the f a c t  that  an  a l l i a n c e  was d e t r i m e n t a l  to the 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  Afr ican  and Arab peoples. The Special Committee r e a f f i r m e d  its 
support for  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and their h e r o i c  s t r u g g l e  to  r e g a i n  their 
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  under the l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e i r  sole l e g i t i m a t e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  the PLO. 

1 9 .  Mr . Veldzco-San Josd (Cuba),  s p e a k i n g  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Special Committee 
on the S i t u a t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the Implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n  on the 
Grant ing  o f  Independence to C o l o n i a l  C o u n t r i e s  and P e o p l e s ,  acknowledged w i t h  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  the impor tan t  work c a r r i e d  o u t  by the C o m m i t t e e  on the E x e r c i s e  
of  t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People. 

20. The t e n e t  t h a t  governed the w o r k  o f  the Special C o m m i t t e e  - the 
D e c l a r a t i o n  on t h e  Grant ing  of Independence to C o l o n i a l  C o u n t r i e s  and P e o p l e s  
- adopted by an  overwhelming m a j o r i t y  o f  the members o f  t h e  General  Assembly 
25 y e a r s  ago, proclaimed t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t i o n  o f  peoples to a l i e n  s u b j u g a t i o n ,  
domination and e x p l o i t a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e d  a d e n i a l  o f  fundamental  human r i g h t s ,  
was c o n t r a r y  to t h e  C h a r t e r  of t h e  United Nat ions and was an impediment to  t h e  
promotion o f  world peace and co-opera t ion .  Within the c o n t e x t  o f  the 
p r i n c i p l e s  embodied i n  t h a t  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  t h e  Special Committee viewed t h e  
p l i g h t  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n s  w i t h  m o s t  s e r i o u s  concern.  The f a c t  that  the 
P a l e s t i n e  q u e s t i o n  was regarded  as  a most complex, d i f f i c u l t  and dangerous 
issue should  n o t  d i scourage  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community i n ,  nor should  i t  
s e r v e  as  a p r e t e x t  to  p r e v e n t  it from, its i n t e n s i f i e d  s e a r c h  for a j u s t  
s o l u t i o n  to the problem. Israel  must be made t o  r e a l i z e  that  it could  no  
longer  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  i g n o r e  world p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  

2 1 .  Mr . Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu , r e p r e s e n t i n g  the Organiza t ion  o f  the Islamic 
Conference ,  read o u t  a message from Mr. S h a r i f u d d i n  P i r z a d a ,  Secre ta ry-Genera l  
o f  that  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

22.  H e  emphasized t h a t  the t h e m e  of t h e  Seminar - t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people - w a s  of v i t a l  importance to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and 
maintenance o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e c u r i t y .  The growing r e c o g n i t i o n  on 
the part  o f  the world p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  and the i n t e r e s t  shown by the mited 
Nations and t h e  overwhelming m a j o r i t y  o f  peace- laving n a t i o n s  towards t h o s e  
r i g h t s  was o f  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

23.  The Organiza t ion  of t h e  Islamic Conference had been engaged i n  e f f o r t s  to 
create world-wide awareness o f  the e s s e n t i a l  importance o f  the r e s t i t u t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s  as t h e  fundamental  prerequisite o f  a s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n e  and the Middle E a s t  q u e s t i o n s .  The u s u r p a t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and t h e  
d e n i a l  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  core o f  t h e  Middle 
E a s t  c o n f l i c t .  The s i x t e e n t h  Islamic Conference o f  Foreign M i n i s t e r s  h e l d  a t  
Fez i n  J a n u a r y  1986 had r e i t e r a t e d  its call  f o r  t h e  ear l ies t  convening o f  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference recommended by the General  Assembly. 
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24. On 7 A p r i l  1986, the de lega t ion  o f  the C o m m i t t e e  on the Exercise  of  the 
I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  rece ived  by 
M r .  Vahit  Halefoglu,  Minister of  Foreign A f f a i r s  o f  Turkey. 

25. A t  t h e  c l o s i n g  meeting, 11 Apr i l  1986, s ta tements  were made by Mr. Tahir 
gentClrk, Head of  the de lega t ion  of  Turkey, M r .  Ribhi H i j a z i ,  Ambassador of t h e  
PLO to  Turkey and Mr. George Agius, Chairman of  t h e  Seminar. 

26. The Seminar adopted a motion o f  thanks express ing  its apprec ia t ion  to  
t h e  Government and people of  t h e  Republic o f  Turkey for  hos t ing  t h e  Seminar 
(see annex I V  to the p resen t  report). 

11. PANEL DISCUSSION 

27. Four panels  were es t ab l i shed  to consider d i f f e r e n t  aspects of  the 
ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  These panels  and t h e i r  p a n e l i s t s  were as follows: 

(a) Pane l  I: 

"The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle East (United 
Nations General A s s e h l y  r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C ) ,  the need fo r  such a Conference,  
e f f o r t s  and prospec ts  to promote a success fu l  outcome and b e n e f i t s  thereof":  

Mr. TClrkkaya At&& (Turkey),  M r .  Lasse Budtz (Denmark), 
M r .  Marcel Dinu (Romania), Mr. Faik Dizdarevic (Yugoslavia),  
Mr. I s tvan  Fodor (Hungary), Mr. Vafa M. Goulizade (Union o f  

Sovie t  Socialist  Republ ics) ,  Mr . Ingo Schoenfelder (German 
Democra t ic Republ ic) ,  Mr . Pasa Sar ioglu (Turkey) ; 

(b) Pane l  11: 

"The role o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organization": 

~ r .  S a m i  Musallam (PLO); 

(c) Panel  111: 

"The ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and mropean  p b l i c  opinion": 

Mr . BElent A k a r c a l i  (Turkey),  Mr . Cons t a n t i n e  Galanopoulos (Greece), 
M r .  Per Gharton (Sweden), Mr. Albrecht  Konecny (Austria), Mr. 
Michael Lanigan ( I r e l a n d ) ,  M r .  Miimtaz Soysal (Turkey); 

(d)  Panel IV: 

"The United Nations and the ques t ion  of  Pa les t ine" :  

M r .  Guennadi I. Cudovenko (Ukrainian Soviet  Socialist Republ ic) .  

28. The e x p e r t  members o f  t h e  va r ious  panels  agreed on summaries o f  t h e  
presentations and discuss ions  on each of the impics,  whicfi the Seminar decided 
to  include i n  t h e  report, as set o u t  below. 
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Panel  I: "The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle E a s t  (United 
Nations General Assembly resolution 38/58 C ) ,  t h e  need fo r  such a Conference' 
e f f o r t s  and prospects to promote a success fu l  outcome and b e n e f i t s  thereof** 

2 9 .  I t  was agreed t h a t  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community needed peace now more than 
ever so that  it could devote itself to  so lv ing  the p resen t  economic and 
developnent problems fac ing  i t  and to h a l t i n g  t h e  arms race in  order to avoid 
the danger o f  another world conf l ag ra t ion  which w o u l d  have c a t a s t r o p h i c  
effects .  The t e n s e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the Middle East cont inued to pose a g r e a t  
danger to peace and s e c u r i t y  in  the area, in  the Mediterranean and a l l  over 
t h e  world. The c u r r e n t  circumstances in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  required 
i n t e n s i f i e d  pol i t ical  and d ip lomat ic  e f f o r t s ,  so that the  real process  fo r  
peace nego t i a t ions  c o u l d  s t a r t  as  soon as poss ib le .  It was t h e r e f o r e  
necessary that  a l l  a c t i o n s  should focus on a comprehensive, j u s t  and durable 
se t t lement .  The more so as in  the Middle E a s t  t h e  inseparable  connection 
between peace and n a t i o n a l  se l f -de te rmina t ion  was o f  such a g r e a t  importance. 

3 0 .  
between d i f f e r e n t  aspects of the Middle E a s t  problem and en ter twin ing  
i n t e r e s t s  of  many parties and States made it impera t ive  to se t t le  it through 
c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s .  IW t u a l l y  accep tab le  s o l u t i o n s  to outs tanding  issues t h a t  
took i n t o  account  t h e  r i g h t s  and i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  t h e  parties c o u l d  be found 
only a t  the  conference t a b l e .  

The ve ry  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  Middle East c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  close r e l a t i o n s h i p  

3 1 .  Although almost 4 0  years  had passed s i n c e  t h e  United Nations General  
Assembly had adopted r e s o l u t i o n  181 (11), which recommended the c rea t ion  o f  
t w o  S t a t e s ,  an Arab State and a Jewish S ta te ,  i t  had been implemented so fa r  
only to the e x t e n t  of  the c r e a t i o n  o f  the State of Israel .  One of  the 
foremost commitments of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community w a s  to ensure  the r i g h t s  
o f  t he  P a l e s t i n i a n  people,  including t h e i r  r i g h t  to r e t u r n ,  to  
se l f -de te rmina t ion  and to  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own State i n  P a l e s t i n e .  The 
United Nations had inhe r i t ed  the ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e  as an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
problem and could n o t  ignore  its r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Only a comprehensive 
s o l u t i o n  involving,  on an e q u a l  foo t ing  and w i t h  equal r i g h t s ,  the concerned 
parties,  inc luding  t h e  PLO, could create t h e  b a s i s  for a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  
peace. The p r i n c i p l e  of a peaceful  s e t t l e m e n t  of the Middle East conf l ic t  
could be traced i n  a l l  effor ts  exe r t ed  wi th in  the un i t ed  Nations framework i n  
that  d i r e c t i o n ,  based on the p r i n c i p l e s  of the  Charter and a l l  r e l e v a n t  United 
Nations r e s o l u t i o n s ,  inc luding  a l l  r e l e v a n t  r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  %cur i t y  
Council .  

32 .  An a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r ami f i ca t ions  o f  t h e  ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e  led  to t h e  
conclusion t h a t  the b e s t  way to e s t a b l i s h  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace in  the 
region was by convening t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle East 
under the auspices  o f  the United Nations and w i t h  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  
par ties concerned. The basis for such a Conference had been l a i d  down in  t h e  
r e l e v a n t  United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s ,  w h i c h  embodied the p r i n c i p l e s  of  the 
inadmiss ib l i t y  of t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of t e r r i t o r y  by force, of ensur ing  t h e  
legitimate, i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people to 
se l f -de te rmina t ion ,  sovere ignty  and independence, and o f  t h e  p ro tec t ion  o f  t h e  
r i g h t  of  a l l  the States and peoples of the  region to f r e e  and independent 
ex is tence  and developnent wi th in  recognized boundar ies. 
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33. I n  that  connection it was s t r o n g l y  reaf f i rmed that  the ques t ion  o f  
P a l e s t i n e  was a t  t h e  core of t h e  Arab-Isreali c o n f l i c t ,  which i tself  was a 
mult i - faceted problem. Over the years ,  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus had emerged 
on the necess i ty  of a comprehensive, j u s t  and l a s t i n g  se t t l emen t  o f  t h e  
problem. That  consensus had been def ined  in  the Geneva Declarat ion on 
P a l e s t i n e  adopted by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on t h e  Question of P a l e s t i n e  
in  1983, and af f i rmed i n  General ASSenbly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C o f  
13 December 1983 and subsequent ones r e s o l u t i o n s  c a l l i n g  f o r  the convening of  
an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East. Since the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Conference, the concer ted  judgement of the mited Nations was t h a t  the path to 
the se t t l emen t  of the Middle E a s t  c o n f l i c t  was through the convening of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle East. 

34. I n  accordance w i t h  the Programme of Action, a l l  p a r t i e s  to the c o n f l i c t ,  
including t h e  PLO, as w e l l  as the m i t e d  States ,  the m i o n  of S o v i e t  Socialist  
Ftepublics and other ccncerned States should p a r t i c i p a t e  in  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Peace Conference on the Middle East on an equal f o o t i n g  and should take  a s  its 
gu ide l ines  the va r ious  p r i n c i p l e s  cons i s t en t  w i t h  the principles of 
i n t e r  n a t i o n a l  l a w .  

35. It was stressed t h a t  t h e  PLO s h o u l d  be an e q u a l  p a r t i c i p a n t  in  t h e  
Conference as  the sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 
I t  was a l so  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  problem c o u l d  n o t  be so lved  w i t h o u t  
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  PLO. The view was also expressed that  the permanent 
members of the S e a r i t y  Council and other m u n t r i e s  t h a t  had shown an a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the efforts aimed a t  f ind ing  a peaceful  s o l u t i o n  to the 
c o n f l i c t  might a l so  be  considered f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  . The Conference should be 
convened without  any precondi t ions.  General agreement on the list of  
coun t r i e s  and parties was an o b j e c t i v e  necess i ty  and should n o t  be viewed as a 
precondi t ion.  It was important t h a t  the proceedings of  the Conference should 
be conducted i n  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  s p i r i t  and t h a t  a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  should be 
motivated by the pol i t ical  w i l l  to f ind  a s o l u t i o n  conQcive to the 
es tab l i shment  of peace in  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  world. 

36. The Seminar regarded the f a c t  that  the major i ty  of  States in  the a s  w e l l  
as several major intergovernmental  o rgan iza t ions  had expressed their strong 
support far the holding of the Conference as a s i g n i f i c a n t  factor and 
testimony to t h e  v i t a l  impor tan- of such a conference.  The idea of an 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East r e f l e c t e d  the pol i t ical  w i l l  
of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. The Conference had been supported from t h e  
ve ry  beginning by the PLO, the Movement of Non-Aligned Count r ies ,  the 
social is t  coun t r i e s  and other important forces i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i f e .  The 
convening of such a conference n e c e s s i t a t e d  a change in  the c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n s  
of the United States and Israel. 

37. The ncn-aligned coun t r i e s  had concent ra ted  their  efforts on convening t h e  
Conference wi th in  the framework of the United Nations for s e v e r a l  reasons ,  
among them being the special r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  mited Nations bore in  
the Middle East, and for  the P a l e s t i n i a n  ques t ion  in  p a r t i c u l a r .  There was 
also t h e  fac t  t h a t  every  effor t  to f i n d  a s o l u t i o n  ou t s ide  t h e  United Nations 
had fai led.  
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38. The i n t e r e s t  of the union o f  Sovie t  S o c i a l i s t  Republics i n  the e a r l y  
convening o f  t h e  Conference emanated from its p r i n c i p l e d  s t and  o f  suppor t ing  
c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  fo r  a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  se t t l emen t  of the 
Middle East c o n f l i c t .  The Sov ie t  proposal  for  a Middle East s e t t l e m e n t  made 
on 29 J u l y  1984 focused on the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference and provided 
concrete  proposa ls  on how its w o r k  could be  conducted. It proposed a f u l l  
withdrawal of  Israel i  troops from the Arab terri tories occupied s i n c e  1967, a 
j u s t  s o l u t i o n  to t h e  key problem o f  t h e  Middle East s e t t l e m e n t  - t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  problem - on the basis  of  the implementation of  the i n a l i e n a b l e  
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people inc luding ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  t h e  r i g h t s  to 
se l f -de te rmina t ion  and to the c r e a t i o n  of their own independent S t a t e .  The 
s t and  o f  t h e  Sov ie t  union i n  favour of v i t a l i z i n g  c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  for  ways 
of  defusing the c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n  in  the Middle E a s t  had r e c e n t l y  been 
confirmed a t  t h e  h ighes t  level. The Seminar apprec i a t ed  t h e  cons is tency  and 
con t inu i ty  of  the pol icy  o f  the Soviet  m i o n  towards the Middle East 
s e t t l e m e n t ,  a s  r e i t e r a t e d  i n  its l a t e s t  s ta tements  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l .  

39. The Seminar also apprec ia ted  the p o s i t i v e  p o s i t i o n  taken by a l l  the other 
coun t r i e s  i n  Europe and from other oon t inen t s ,  which, over the y e a r s ,  had 
s t r o n g l y  supported the achievement of  a peaceful  s e t t l emen t  of the Middle East 
con f l  ict.  

40. S o m e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  expressed t h e  view t h a t ,  as  f a r  as t h e  small number of 
States t h a t  were i n d i f f e r e n t  to or r e j e c t e d  the convening of  the Peace 
Conference w a s  concerned, t h e r e  were i n  f a c t  two groupings.  One group, among 
them the United Kingdom of G r e a t  B r i t a i n  and Northern I r e l and ,  France and 
o the r  coun t r i e s  o f  t h e  European Community, had expressed a gene ra l  i n t e r e s t  i n  
a Middle E a s t  Conference, which they considered,  however, to be only the f i n a l  
p o i n t  aimed a t  sanc t ion ing  t h e  "peace process",  wh i l e  emphasizing t h a t  t h e  
condi t ions  fo r  a success fu l  course of  the Conference d id  n o t  e x i s t  a t  
p resent .  W l t  t h e  absence o f  consent  o f  t h e  second group, t h e  un i t ed  States  
and Israel ,  was the main obs t ac l e  to the convening of  the Conference. They 
considered d i r e c t  nego t i a t ions  excluding a p r i n c i p a l  pa r ty ,  t h e  PLO, t h e  sole 
l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people ,  rather than a 
rmlt i la teral  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference to be  t h e  on ly  way to a peacefu l  
s o l u t i o n  in  the Middle E a s t .  Doubts w e r e  expressed that  a s o l u t i o n  m i g h t  be 
reached through direct  and b i l a t e ra l  nego t i a t ions  w i t h  Israel ,  a ided  by one of  
the g r e a t  Powers. 

4 1 .  The Seminar t o o k  no te  o f  t h e  arguments o f  t hose  S t a t e s  t h a t  were blocking 
the convening of  t he  Conference. Israel and the mited States advocated 
direct  nego t i a t ions  among Israel and Arab S ta tes ,  excluding t h e  PLO, 
exc lus ive ly  based on Secur i ty  Council  r e s o l u t i o n s  242 (1967) o f  
22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973. The Seminar considered 
t h a t  approach as an express ion  of  the lack o f  po l i t i ca l  w i l l  for  convening the 
Conference . 
42.  The un i t ed  Nations should n o t  allow Israel  to r e a p  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  its 
pol icy  of  invasion and occupat ian.  It should,  i n s t ead ,  a c t  as a peace-maker 
and guarantee  t h e  resul ts  o f  t h e  Conference. Any comprehensive peace 
i n i t i a t i v e  needed to be covered w i t h  a guarantee of  i ts implementation. There 
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cou ld  be no compliance without  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  guarantees  and no just ice  and 
peace w i t h o u t  such compliance. 

43.  The idea o f  convening t h e  Conference for the a t t a inmen t  o f  a 
comprehensive peace enjoyed wide i n t e r n a t i o n a l  support. It was noted t h a t  the  
Prime Minister of  Israel had mentioned r e c e n t l y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  accep t ing  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  under the a e g i s  of an " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  forum". There was of course 
a d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  concept o f  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference aimed a t  
the a t ta inment  of a comprehensive, peaceful  s e t t l emen t  including p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
by t h e  PLO and t h e  concept of an " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  forum", which excluded t h e  
PLO, a p r i n c i p a l  pa r ty  to the c o n f l i c t ,  and was therefore unacceptable.  It 
w a s  important ,  therefore, to cont inue  to  i n t e n s i f y  effor ts  i n  order to a r r i v e  
a t  a genera l  agreement on convening the Conference, by overcoming e x i s t i n g  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  so t h a t  States and parties concerned might c l e a r l y  voice  their  
political w i l l  w i t h  respect to that idea. 

4 4 .  The Seminar viewed w i t h  app rec i a t ion  the p o s i t i v e  role played by t h e  PLO 
and its a c t i v e  con t r ibu t ion  i n  a l l  endeavours and e f f o r t s  to a d i e v e  a 
peaceful  s e t t l emen t  wi th in  t h e  framework of  t h e  United Nations and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i ts  support  for  the Conference. The PLO had advanced ideas, 
sugges t ions  and proposa ls  to promote t h e  process  for a p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  
w h i c h  had culminated in  the three proposals  (see annex v to the p resen t  
r e p o r t )  s u b m i t t e d  r e c e n t l y  by M r .  Arafat to t h e  Government of t h e  United 
States v i a  many channels. 

4 5 .  Nobody gained from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Middle East c o n f l i c t  remained 
unresolved. An awareness of  that  t r u t h  by a l l  who were re spons ib l e  for  
decision-making in  Middle East a f f a i r s  would undoubtedly be a t a n g i b l e  f a c t o r  
and a major p r e r e q u i s i t e  i n  moving towards a political se t t l emen t  i n  the 
region . 
4 6 .  
Conference without  the support  of the United States and the Soviet Union. The 
resumption and q u a s i - i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  d ia logue  between the United 
States and the Soviet  Union, an important and encouraging factor, suggested 
wide p o s s i b i l i t i e s  r e l a t i n g ,  inter .  a l i a ,  to  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in  the Middle East 
and the q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  E f fo r t s  must be made to ensure that  that  
dialogue promoted i n i t i a t i v e s  made a t  t ranscending t h e  crisis so as to  
f ac i l i t a t e  the convening of  the Conference under the auspices  of the United 
Nations as proposed i n  the Geneva Declarat ion.  It was stressed in  t h a t  
context  tha t ,  un l ike  the United States, the Soviet  m i o n  supported the 
convening of the conference.  W i t h  respect to  t h e  United States,  i t  was hoped 
that it would  amend its present  a t t i t u d e  towards the Conference. A l l  must a c t  
i n  such  a way as to induce i t  to do so. Western States ,  t h e  a l l ies  and 
f r i e n d s  of the United States, c o u l d  do more than they were now doing to 
inf luence  the United States a t t i t u d e  towards the convening of t h e  Conference.  

The view was expressed t h a t  it would be d i f f i c u l t  to convene the 

47.  The worsening o f  the Middle East crisis appeared to have sharpened 
d i f f e rences  over the crisis between c e r t a i n  A r a b  States .  That was a factor 
tha t  ha rd ly  f a c i l i t a t e d  the e f f o r t s  to convene t h e  Conference. Everyone 
should support  the endeavours o f  t h e  A r a b  States to se t t le  their d i f f e rences  
and encourage t h e m  to that end. 
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48. It might be worth cons ider ing  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  having the  
Secretary-General of t h e  united Nations become f u r t h e r  involved i n  the efforts 
aimed a t  so lv ing  the problems in  the reg ion  and breaking the present  deadlock 
w i t h  respect to t h e  convening of t h e  Conference. 

49 .  It was emphasized that  the Conference, as an instrument of reason,  
dialogue and democrat izat ion o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  could n o t  be  removed 
from the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agenda, s i n c e  its declared o b j e c t i v e s  served  the ve ry  
i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  peoples and States of t h e  Middle East and the e n t i r e  world. 

50. The view was expressed that  the Conference could accomplish the following: 

( a )  J u s t i c e  would be done and t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  Charter  would be 
resoundingly a f f i rmed,  g r e a t l y  s t rengthening  the role of the m i t e d  Nations; 

(b) A hotbed of tens ion  t h a t  c o u l d  s p a r k  a world conf l ag ra t ion  would be 
cooled off and el iminated.  Peace and s e c u r i t y  would be restored in the 
reg ion ,  w i t h  b e n e f i c i a l  effects for the whole world, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  for the 
neighbour ing reg ions  of the Mediterranean and the Gulf; 

(c) An end of the Middle East crisis would e l imina te  t h e  p r e t e x t s  for  
i n t e r f e rence  and in t e rven t ion  in  the reg ion  and for  the bu i ld -up  of 
armaments. 
for a l l  the peoples of the reg ion  to make a f r e e  choice w i t h  respect to t h e i r  
own future. It would a l so  create p rop i t ious  cond i t ions  for  the r e b u i l d i n g  of 
v a s t  areas tha t  had been devasted; 

That would expand t h e  z m e  o f  independence and the o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

(d )  The Conference c o u l d  c o n s t i t u t e  the best instrument  for the 
establ ishment  of normal r e l a t i o n s  and peaceful coexis tence  among a l l  the 
coun t r i e s  and peoples of t h e  r eg ion ,  making possible, i n t e r  a l i a ,  t h e  gradual  
normalizat ion o f  r e l a t i o n s  between I s rae l  and its neighbours,  including the 
independent P a l e s t i n i a n  State.  The parties to the c o n f l i c t  should commit 
themselves to honour each other Is sovere ignty ,  independence and t e r r i t o r i a l  
i n t e g r i t y ,  and to re so lve  by peacefu l  means, through t a l k s ,  t h e  d i sp t e s  tha t  
had ar isen; 

(e) Israel would no  d o u b t  be one of t h e  major b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of s u c h  a 
development. In  fact ,  it offered the only way for Israel  to a t t a i n  the 
s e c u r i t y  for which it clamoured w h i l e  r e s o r t i n g  to the force  of arms. 
Furthermore, Israel  would have an oppor tuni ty  to become a t r u l y  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  
of t h e  region i n  which it w a s  s i t u a t e d ,  to  maintain its ex i s t ence  through 
peaceful ways and means and s o l v e  its seemingly insurmountable economic 
problems . 
Panel 11: The role  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Orsanizat ion 

51. The Seminar heard a detailed a n a l y s i s  of  the s t r u c t u r e  of the PLO and i ts  
role. 

5 2 .  Before the es tab l i shment  of t h e  PLO i n  1964, t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people had 
been deprived of a l l  s i g n s  of n a t i o n a l  express ion  or of any independent 
organized economic, c u l t u r a l ,  social, educa t iona l  and n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .  The 
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terms "Pa le s t in i an  nat ional ism" and "independent P a l e s t i n i a n  expression" were 
for  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes non-exis ten t .  

53. As f a r  back as 1950 even t h e  i t e m  " the  Question o f  Pa le s t ine"  had been 
dropped from the agenda of the United Nations and rep laced  by the item "The 
Middle East Question" under heavy United States pressure. 

54. During a mch-publ ic ized tou r  o f  Western European coun t r i e s  i n  January  
1986, M r .  Shimon Peres, Prime Minis ter  of I s rae l ,  had proposed to the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people the choice of either going to the peace t a l k s  without  the 
PLO or exclusion from such t a l k s  a l t o g e t h e r .  He had sa id  t h a t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people "have to  make a choice and to choose the easiest of t w o  things:  The 
P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organization wi thout  a r e s o l u t i o n  or the r e s o l u t i o n  
without  the P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organization. " 

55. These two developnents sumnarized the achievements of t h e  PLO and 
ind ica t ed  very  c l e a r l y  the development of  the organiza t ion  from a pos i t i on  o f  
weakness to its c u r r e n t  pos i t i on  of s t r e n g t h .  

56. Despite g r e a t  odds, the PLO had over the p a s t  22 years  been able to 
establ ish i t se l f  as  the sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people. It enjoyed that  s t a t u s  because it  had been able to provide the 
framework wherein every  P a l e s t i n i a n  c o u l d  f i n d  a haven to r e t u r n  to and where 
he  or she, young or old,  cou ld  seek p ro tec t ion  and ob ta in  it. That  was of  the 
utmost s i g n i f i c a n c e  s i n c e  more than h a l f  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, i.e., 
those under I s r ae l i  occupat ion,  d id  no t  enjoy any other p ro tec t ion  a t  any 
l e v e l .  

57. Thus,  t h e  PLO had been transformed i n t o  an organiza t ion  tha t ,  
exce l l ence ,  represented  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, defended t h e m ,  p ro tec ted  their 
i n t e r e s t s ,  cared for  their d a i l y  short- term and long-term needs and above a l l  
represented  their political w i l l  and n a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  I t  had become for 
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people the  organiza t ion  tha t  embodied the idea or the dream of 
the long awaited homeland, Pales t i n e .  

58. For those who w e r e  under occupat ion,  t h e  PLO had become t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
to occupation. It  represented  l i b e r a t i o n ,  freedom, sovere ignty  and n a t i o n a l  
d i g n i t y .  It had become i n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  mind the Sta te ,  t h e  Government, t h e  
homeland and the refuge  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  

59. The PLO could n o t  have achieved t h a t  pos i t i on  had its i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  make-up been formed i n  a manner other than that which the 
founding fathers had opted for. 

60. In  the process  of t h a t  s t r u c t u r a l  developnent,  many important  changes had 
taken p lace ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  a S t a t e - s t r u c t u r e  l i k e  any other established State 
or s o c i e t y  based on democracy, freedom o f  expression and thought,  p lu ra l i sm,  
d iscuss ion  and d e l i b e r a t i o n .  

61. The PLO as  a S ta t e - s t ruc tu re ,  l i k e  a l l  o ther  e s t a b l i s h e d  States and 
societies, had the following three main s t r u c t u r e s :  
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( a )  The l e g i s l a t i v e  branch, which included the P a l e s t i n e  Nat ional  Council  
and the C e n t r a l  Council .  Whereas the founding f a t h e r s  had created the 
P a l e s t i n e  Nat ional  Council a t  t h e  same t i m e  they  conceived and charted t h e  
PLO, the C e n t r a l  Council  had been introduced in  the e a r l y  1970s and 
incorporated i n  the PLO by  a dec i s ion  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Nat ional  Council;  

(b) The execut ive  branch included the Executive C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  PLO (the 
Cabinet  i n  other c o u n t r i e s ) ,  which is usua l ly  composed on a c o a l i t i o n  b a s i s ,  
and under it the va r ious  departments (the m i n i s t e r i e s  i n  other States), 
inc luding  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Nat ional  EUnd and the P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Army; 

(c) The j u d i c i a l  and l e g a l  branch, which was developed and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  du r ing  the process o f  b u i l d i n g  t h e  va r ious  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  
PLO. A t  the t i m e  of the b i r th  of the PLO, the founding fathers had n o t  
conceived t h e  incorpora t ion  of t h a t  bran& i n t o  the s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  PLO for 
t w o  main reasons-. the P a l e s t i n i a n  people l i v i n g  in  the h o s t  coun t r i e s  had 
been and s t i l l  were subject  to the j u r i s d i c t i o n  app l i ed  i n  those coun t r i e s  and 
the PLO d id  n o t  a t  that t i m e  have the mass fol lowing or r e p r e s e n t a t i v i t y  w i t h  
which it c o u l d  claim t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

62. The policies of the PLO on ques t ions  of social, c u l t u r a l ,  educa t iona l  and 
economic matters had therefore been set  on the p r i n c i p l e s  o f  social we l fa re  
and s e c u r i t y  for the P a l e s t i n i a n  s o c i e t y  and of mixed economy between the 
plbl ic  sector and t h e  p r i v a t e  sector. 01 the c u l t u r a l  and educa t iona l  l e v e l s  
the PLO subs id ized  a wide-ranging network of c u l t u r a l  and educa t iona l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  from which a large sector of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  community bene f i t ed  
free of charge. Br i e f ly ,  the PLO had conceived a P a l e s t i n i a n  s o c i e t y  to be 
organized on the basis o f  a welfar  e-society State.  

63. Some of  the i n s t i t u t i o n s  had a l r eady  been in  e x i s t e n c e  in  1964, others 
had been developed dur ing  t h e  process  of maturat ion and according to needs.  

64. The main f e a t u r e  of the PLO system was that  it was based on the checks 
and balances t ha t  accrued from having an independent l e g i s l a t i v e  branch,  an 
e f f e c t i v e  execut ive  branch and a f r e e  jud ic ia l  system. 

6 5 .  The process was st i l l  to be completed since there was c u r r e n t l y  no  State 
and no t e r r i t o r y  for the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. Nevertheless, the p resen t  
s t r u c t u r e  r e f l e c t e d ,  i n  one way or another ,  t h e  dreams and hopes of  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people, and o f  how they perceived their f u t u r e  State. I t  was i n  
the i n t e r e s t  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community to 
ass i s t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people to r ega in  their i n a l i e n a b l e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  as  
approved by t h e  un i t ed  Nations. 

66.  The P a l e s t i n i a n  people had made t h e i r  con t r ibu t ion  to peace. The PLO, 
their sole and l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  had pt forward a nunber of 
proposals  to  t h a t  effect. The words of M r .  Yasser Arafat, Chairman o f  t h e  
Executive C o m m i t t e e  of the PLO, a t  the General Assembly i n  menber 1974, 
where h e  referred to the choice between the gun and the o l i v e  bran.&, were as  
v a l i d  today as when he  made the s ta tement .  I t  was hoped that  those who had 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  achieve  and maintain i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace would o p t  for 
the ol ive  branch . 
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Pane l  111: The ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  and European pub l i c  op in ion  

67. In  cons ider ing  t h e  role  o f  European pub l i c  opinion and t h e  ques t ion  of  
P a l e s t i n e ,  it was noted that  pub l i c  op in ion  was an important and fundamental 
element t h a t  could c o n t r i b u t e  to  and b e  u t i l i z e d  i n  the search for peace i n  
the Middle East based on a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  of the problem of  P a l e s t i n e .  Tha t  
element,  therefore, should be mobilized to i n j e c t  the voice  o f  reason i n t o  
w o r l d  a f f a i r s  and should be enhanced by a deeper understanding and awareness 
of a l l  the aspects of the problem of P a l e s t i n e .  

68. P u b l i c  opinion formation should be the area of prime concern for those 
who were deeply  involved i n  matters r e l a t i n g  t o  the Middle East and who were, 
in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  deeply concerned for  the f u t u r e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  and who 
were involved i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  to see that  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  to 
se l f -de te rmina t ion  i n  their own land should come about i n  the near f u t u r e .  
The P a l e s t i n i a n  cause had, i n  genexal,  been i l l - s e rved  by a l l  s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  
mass media. 

69 .  P u b l i c  opinion on a problem, to the understanding of which ne i the r  one 's  
personal  experience nor the v a r i o u s  moral, c u l t u r a l ,  social and pol i t i ca l  
codes c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  v e r y  much, was p r imar i ly  forged by the mass media. 
Nevertheless ,  information c i r c u l a t e d  by c i v i c  groups to their members, and the 
example given by pol i t ical  leaders through their support fo r  the P a l e s t i n i a n  
cause, could correct the mass media to  a l a r g e  degree.  

70. It was stated t h a t  t h e  media i n  Western Europe, al though g iv ing  coverage 
to events  i n  the Middle East,  gene ra l ly  tended to convey a b i a s  i n  their 
r e p o r t i n g  on t h e  Middle East c o n f l i c t  and the ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  
stated that Israel i  inf luence  in  the media was w e l l  known. Israel  had managed 
to convince many people t h a t  i t  was s t ronger  and more important  from a 
geo-po l i t i ca l  po in t  of view, and more r igh teous  in  its n a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s  than 
i t  r e a l l y  was. I t  had a lso managed to j u s t i f y  its a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  or the Lebanese, to a degree that would be unthinkable  i f  i t  had 
been for  another na t ion .  Western mropean pub l i c  opinion was more inf luenced  
by the pro-Israel camp than by the advocates  of  t he  P a l e s t i n i a n  cause. 

It  was 

71. Tha t  was combined w i t h  such genera l  factors as Western bias towards 
under-developed, non-Western coun t r i e s  and conversely a fundamental respect 
for Israel i  technology and modernity; ignorance o f  t h e  A r a b  and Israeli 
rea l i t i es ;  and e t h n o c e n t r i c  Judeo-Christian religious t r a d i t i o n ,  which 
accorded special r e spec t  to Jewish d e f i n i t i o n s ;  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  A r a b  
world to communicate w i t h  the W e s t  and to understand the na tu re  of Western 
p lb l  ic  opin ion for rm l a  t ion; and r es tr i c t i o n s  imposed on wes ter n jour n a l  is ts . 
It was suspected that even those Western European na t ions  that  were more 
sympathetic to the p l i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  and were normally prepared to 
support t h e m ,  neve r the l e s s  f e l t  r e l u c t a n t  to isolate the pos i t i on  of the  
United States.  

72. Western European a t t i t u d e s  on the ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e  were v e r y  much 
inf luenced,  a t  l eas t  i n  some c o u n t r i e s ,  by a c e r t a i n  g u i l t  complex stemming, 
tm s a y  the l ea s t ,  from memories o f  anti-Judaism in  the past. For the p u b l i c  
opinion of Western European coun t r i e s ,  which had n o t  undergone a t y p i c a l  
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an t i - co lon ia l  l i b e r a t i o n  war and whose memory was only t i n t e d  by the 
completely d i f f e r e n t  na tu re  o f  Seoond World War, t h e  f u l l  understanding o f  a 
s t r u g g l e  by an oppressed people was a d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  impossible, task.  
This was even more so fo r  the  public opinion o f  ex -co lon ia l  Powers, where t h e  
n o s t a l g i a  of  a past grandeur w a s  s t i l l  v i v i d  in  the minds of  the masses and a 
cause such a s  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  one was on ly  espoused by l imi ted  numbers o f  t h e  
l i be ra l  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and those in  academic circles or fragments of  the 
press. m be on t h e  side o f  t h e  weak was perhaps a u n i v e r s a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  and 
t h a t  po in t  o f  social psychology had been s k i l l f u l l y  expoi ted  by the Zionis t  
movement from t h e  ve ry  beginning. Vict imizat ion might be  a d e c i s i v e  f a c t o r  in  
winning a cause b u t  t he re  were l i m i t s  beyond which nothing was won. 

73. The major c o n t r o l  o f  mass communication technology, e s p e c i a l l y  in  
t e l e v i s i o n  and f i lms ,  was i n  the hands of some four or f i v e  l a r g e  Western 
agencies ,  which o f f e r e d  ma te r i a l  about the nm-Western world in  a d i s t o r t e d  
manner or i n  a manner t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  ignored stories from the developing 
world. The legend of the "heroic" I s r a e l i s  had been p r in t ed  b u t  v e r y  l i t t l e  
coverage was given by the "popular" media to the v e r y  rea l  courage of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n s  who were l e g i t i m a t e l y  s t r u g g l i n g  by a l l  means for  the a t t a inmen t  
of their r i g h t s  and a g a i n s t  the rep res s ive  and " i ron f i s t "  policies and ac t s  
o f  terrorism by t h e  I s rae l i  fo rces  o f  occupat ion.  The coverage given by t h e  
"popular" media was no t  adequate in  i ts  repor t ing  on the s h o d i n g  condi t ions  
i n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  refugee camps. Informative journa l i sm had its limits, both 
in  the commercial f i e l d  and i n  the h a b i t s  of the audience.  The q u a l i t y  media 
was n o t  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  audience it needed and a l l  types o f  journal ism were 
changing from the old ideas of good research and balance to a more racy ,  
colourful and s e n s a t i o n a l i s t  type of  coverage by t h e  p o p l a r  press. 

74. I n  the e a r l y  years  a f t e r  the d i s p e r s a l ,  the major media a t t e n t i o n  had 
f o a s e d  on t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  Jews who had been p lan ted  in  P a l e s t i n e  and f o r  a 
fu r the r  per iod there had been the s i t u a t i o n  where there had been s a t u r a t i o n  
coverage, by a b i a sed  media, o f  t h e  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  Jews to b u i l d  u p  
kibbutzim and of  the g r e a t  nunbers o f  h igh ly  motivated people who were 
" re turn ing"  to t h e i r  s p i r i l u a l  homeland. There was an almost un ive r sa l  
neg lec t  of the s i t u a t i o n  of the P a l e s t i n i a n s .  The 1980s, so f a r ,  had been an 
era of changing a t t i tudes  toward t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  and there had been an ebb 
and f l o w  of  change in  publ ic  opinion.  T h a t  development, away from one-sided 
pro-Israelism and towards a more balanced opinion and even understanding and 
sympathy for the P a l e s t i n i a n  cause, had been promoted and r e in fo rced  by the 
s teady  flow o f  news regard ing  t h e  occupied terr i tor ies ,  t h e  1973 war, t h e  Camp 
David peace t a l k s ,  the rise to power of  the L i k u d  p a r t i e s ,  the 1982 invasion 
o f  Lebanon and t h e  consol ida t ion  o f  t h e  PLO as  a r e spons ib l e  pol i t ical  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n s .  

7 5 .  The P a l e s t i n i a n  c a u s e  w a s  a j u s t  one,  and,  once heard ,  its convict ion w a s  
i rrefutable.  The m i s i n f o r m t i o n ,  or even "conspiracy of s i l e n c e "  was now 
being chal lenged i n  many Western European c o u n t r i e s ,  wi th in  the i n f l u e n t i a l  
ranks  of church organiza t ions ,  trade unions and academic and par l iamentary 
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The g r a a a a l  p o s i t i v e  evolu t ion  i n  favour of even-handedness and 
more ob jec t ive  r epor t ing  of  the rea l  na tu re  of the ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e  was 
noted w i t h  app rec i a t ion  and t h e  Seminar f e l t  t ha t  the t r e n d  should be 
encouraged and s t rengthened by a l l  a v a i l a b l e  means. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  stress was 
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l a id  on the evolu t ion  in  the a t t i t u d e  o f  Western European coun t r i e s  towards 
p o s i t i v e  reoogni t ion  of the i n a l i e n a b l e  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people,  including the r i g h t  to se l f -de te rmina t ion  w i t h  a l l  that  it e n t a i l e d .  
The importance was pointed o u t  of no t ing  the inc reas ing  i n t e r e s t  and concern 
shown in Western European pol i t ical  circles of the ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  over 
t he  past decade. T h a t  p o s i t i v e  evolu t ion  was c e r t a i n l y  due to a better 
percept ion i n  Western European circles of the consequences of  the Middle East 
c o n f l i c t  on the s e c u r i t y  of mrope, g iv ing  r i se  to t h e  necess i ty  of a concre te  
development in  Euro-Ar ab dialogue. 

76. The p o i n t  was a l so  made t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  should  henceforth be 
directed towards coun t r i e s  s t i l l  no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  suppor t ive  of the j u s t  cause 
o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people,  so as to correct t h e  mispercept ion and d i s t o r t i o n  
of the ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  and the PLO conveyed by Israel .  It was a lso 
stressed t h a t ,  i n  t h e  contemporary world,  it was h igh ly  anomalous t h a t  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people should be denied the e x e r c i s e  of their ina l i enab le  r i g h t s  
to se l f -de t e rmina t ion ,  which were enjoyed by other peoples.  The f a u l t  for 
that  s i t u a t i o n  l a y  w i t h  Israel. 

77. Regarding p u b l i c  opinion i n  Western Europe, it was pointed o u t  t h a t  there 
were c e r t a i n  a h i g u i t i e s  i n  i ts  a t t i t u d e  towards the Middle East. The basic 
facts ,  which cou ld  inf luence  a t t i t u d e s  i n  favour of t h e  A r a b s ,  were o f t e n  n o t  
known in Western Europe.  

78. The Seminar noted t h a t  p u b l i c  opinion i n  Eas te rn  mrope had always given 
firm support  to the P a l e s t i n i a n  people ' s  j u s t  s t r u g g l e  and to their sole 
l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t h e  PLO. P u b l i c  opinion in  Eas te rn  Europe s tood  
for a j u s t  and permanent s e t t l emen t  of the Middle East issue and had expressed 
suppor t  for the Arab coun t r i e s  and the PLO i n  a l l  their  effor ts ,  inc luding  
peaceful  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and pol i t i ca l  so lu t ions .  It f i rmly  denounced Israel  's 
policies of aggression and expansion and its annexation of the A r a b  sector .of 
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. It called upon w o r l d  op in ion  to denounce any 
I s r a e l i  ac t ion  t h a t  m i g h t  change the l e g a l  s t a t u s  and the geographic  and 
demographic na tu re  of the Arab terri tories,  including Jerusalem, since 1967. 
Moreover, it c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  united States  for  suppor t ing  I s rae l i  aggression 
and for e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s t r a t eg ic  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Israel .  

79. It  was expla ined  and recalled, t h a t  among European members of the 
Movement of Non-Aligned Count r ies ,  there had been suppor t  for the s t r u g g l e  of 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people from the ear l ies t  stages and t h a t  specific a t t e n t i o n  
had been paid to the ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  and to s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  That s u p p o r t  had been based on the fundamental and 
un ive r sa l  p r i n c i p l e s  of peace, freedom, independence, justice and human r i g h t s  
uphe ld  by the mvement. 

80. I n  the case of Austrian pub l i c  op in ion ,  where,  as  in  many other West 
European coun t r i e s ,  there e x i s t e d  a pro-Israeli bias ,  former Chancellor Ek-uno 
Kreisky had used a l l  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  h e  had earned as a t rus twor thy ,  
s u c c e s s f u l  and hones t  p o l i t i c i a n  to convince the public that  it was in  the 
best  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  count ry  and t h a t  it was a necessary  r e s u l t  of the 
Aust r ian ' s  devot ion to social  justice and peace to suppor t  the cause of  the  
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P a l e s t i n i a n s .  TO convince the pub l i c  had n o t  been an easy t a s k ,  and to s a y  
t h a t  t h e  b a t t l e  has  been won would be too much.  Never the less ,  t h e  s t r o n g  and 
o f t e n  expressed opinion of  the Chancel lor ,  for  whom the people had a s t r o n g  
f e e l i n g  of  l ove ,  made it  impossible f o r  t h e  Austrian media to at tack 
pro-pales t in ian pol icy .  

81.  m r k i s h  pub l i c  opinion was b a s i c a l l y  on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
cause, with some nuances,  which gave the Turkish behaviour on the ques t ion  o f  
P a l e s t i n e  a d i s t i n c t  co lour ing  emanating from t h e  Islamic cha rac t e r  of  its 
s o c i e t y  and the secular na tu re  of i ts S ta t e .  I n  Turkey, memories of  a d i s t a n t  
past had been superseded by t h e  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  of a n a t i o n a l  war of 
independence a g a i n s t  the dominant Western Powers. T h a t  had created an 
unusual ly  s t r o n g  moral t i e  between the people  of  Turkey and t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  
movements of the oppressed peoples.  T u r k i s h  society w a s  proud of its record 
o f  r a c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  to l e rance  and was n o t  e a s i l y  misled by p r o - I s r a e l i  
propaganda. 

82 .  mropean p lb l i c  opinion was n o t  f u l l y  aware o f  t h e  secular n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
s o l u t i o n  proposed by the PLO. Knowing the r e l i g i o u s  charac te r  of  the I s r ae l i  
State ,  Europeans were er roneous ly  i n c l i n e d  to think t h a t  t h e  aims and 
o b j e c t i v e s  of the PLO were equa l ly  r e l i g i o u s .  

83. The view was expressed t h a t  it was t o t a l l y  understandable  to most people  
who s tudied  the p l i g h t  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n s  t h a t  there  would cont inue to be 
v i o l e n t  i nc iden t s  a long t h e  road to  se l f -de te rmina t ion  and t h a t  t hose  
inc iden t s  would be used by the enemies of  P a l e s t i n e  in  every possible way to 
defame t h e i r  n & l e  and j u s t  cause.  Terrorism was as easy  to  blame as it was 
sometimes d i f f i c u l t  to de f ine  i n  a l l  i t s  forms. I n  any case, a t tacks  a t  
random on innocent  people  in  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  had no connection w i t h  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  s t r u g g l e  fo r  se l f -de te rmina t ion  and a c t i o n s  by States v i o l a t i n g  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  could  n o t  be condoned. Nevertheless ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  c o u l d  
no t  be deprived of  their r i g h t  to resort, in  the occupied terri tories,  to a l l  
means, inc luding  m i l i t a r y  ones,  to a t t a i n  their independence. The PLO had 
made t h a t  clear in  i t s  Cairo Declarat ion o f  7 Navenber 1985. 

8 4 .  without  a favourable  p l b l i c  opin ion ,  then ,  it was d o u b t f u l  whether the 
Governments concerned would be prepared to t a k e  p o s i t i v e  ac t ion .  The problems 
of communication and percept ion o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  cause created by t h e  
majori ty  of the Western-oriented media cou ld  be overcome. The  P a l e s t i n i a n s  
had n o t  always been blameless i n  their presenta t ion  o f  t h e i r  (3wn ve ry  j u s t  
cause. Gaining and r e t a i n i n g  c r e d i b i l i t y  was a s l o w ,  d i f f i c u l t  process, which 
m u s t  be cont inued w i t h  the  h e l p  of  a l l  t hose  who suppor t  t h e  j u s t  cause of  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

Panel IV:  "The United Nations and the ques t ion  of Pa le s t ine"  

85. The Seminar recognized that  the mited m t i o n s  had played an e s s e n t i a l  
role in  the o r i g i n  o f  t h e  problem o f  P a l e s t i n e  and, i n  consequence, t h e  
ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  represented  a continuous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the 
Organization and, t h e r e f o r e ,  o f  a l l  its Member States .  That was why t h e  role 
of  the United Nations was i r r ep laceab le  in  the search fo r  a s o l u t i o n  to t h a t  
problem. 
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86. The uni ted Nations now provided a proper framework i n  which a l l  parties 
to t h e  Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t  could participate in  nego t i a t ions .  Over t h e  
years ,  the uni ted Nations had drawn u p  the b a s i c  and widely supported 
p r inc ip l e s  on which a comprehensive, j u s t  and l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n  should be 
based. The most important of  those p r i n c i p l e s  - the  r i g h t  of  t he  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people to  se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and the sovere ignty  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  
P a l e s t i n e  - had been repea ted ly  and unequivocally recognized in  r e s o l u t i o n s  of 
the General Assembly and other Vl i ted  Nations bodies. Peace and s e c u r i t y  for 
a l l  peoples and States i n  the reg ion  could be ensured only i f  those basic 
p r i n c i p l e s  were unanimously and unreservedly  observed in  p r a c t i c e .  

87. The General ASSenbly had e s t ab l i shed  the  Committee on the Exercise  of the 
I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People ,  which had drawn up ,  by 
consensus, a se t  o f  recommendations s o l i d l y  based on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law and 
United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s .  2/ 

88. W i t h  r egard  to t h e  r i g h t  of r e t u r n ,  t h e  Committee had proposed a 
two-stage plan for the r e t u r n  of a l l  P a l e s t i n i a n  refugees to their homes and 
property.  I n  stage one, a p p l i c a b l e  to those P a l e s t i n i a n s  d i sp laced  as a 
r e su l t  of the 1967 war, the C o m m i t t e e  had proposed the immediate 
implementation of Secur i ty  Council r e s o l u t i o n  237 (1967) of 14 June 1967 which 
should be carried ou t  w i t h  the a s s i s t a n c e  of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Committee of 
t h e  Red Cross (ICRC) and/or the un i t ed  Nations Rel ie f  and Works Mency fo r  
P a l e s t i n e  Refugees in  the Near East (UNRWA). Stage two, dea l ing  w i t h  
Pales t i n  ians  d i sp l aced  between 194 8 and 1967, t h e  implementation o f  Gener a1 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  194 (111) of 11 December 1948, r e l a t i n g  to the r i g h t s  of 
t h e  1948 re fugees ,  was to be carried o u t  by t h e  un i t ed  Nations i n  m+pera t ion  
w i t h  the States d i r e c t l y  involved and the PLO as the in t e r im  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
the P a l e s t i n i a n  e n t i t y .  Those n o t  wishing to retrrrn should be paid a j u s t  and 
equi tab le  compensation. W i t h  regard to the r i g h t  to e s t ab l i sh  an independent 
P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e ,  t h e  Committee had recommended the following.. 

(a) The Secur i ty  Council should e s t a b l i s h  a timetable for  the complete 
withdrawal of Israel from the areas occupied i n  1967 and should provide 
temporary peace-keeping fo rces  i n  order to f a c i l i t a t e  the  process of I s r ae l i  
w i thdr awal; 

(b) The United Nations,  w i t h  the co-operat ion of the League of A r a b  
States (LAS), should take wer a l l  evacuated terri tories and subsequent ly  hand 
them over to t h e  PLO as the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people; 

(c) Upon the establ ishment  of an independent P a l e s t i n i a n  e n t i t y ,  the  
United Nations,  w i t h  the c o 4 p e r a t i o n  of a l l  the States d i r e c t l y  involved and 
the P a l e s t i n i a n  e n t i t y ,  and taking i n t o  account General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
3375 (XXX) o f  10 November 1975 (which had i n v i t e d  the PLO, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people, to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a l l  efforts, d e l i b e r a t i o n s  and 
conferences on t h e  Middle East t h a t  were held under the auspices  o f  the un i t ed  
Nations,  on an equal  foo t ing  w i t h  other p a r t i e s ,  and requested the 
Secretary-General to inform t h e  Co-Chairmen o f  the Peace Conference on the 
Middle East of the p resen t  r e s o l u t i o n  and to take a l l  steps to secure the 
i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  PLO to  participate in  the work o f  t h e  Conference,  as  well as 
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i n  a l l  other efforts for peace), should make  further arrangements for  the f u l l  
implementation of the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

89.  The f a c t  t h a t  those recommendations provided a so l id  basis for the 
s o l u t i o n  to the problem had been confirmed by the inc lus ion  of  the main 
elements of those remmmendations i n  a l l  t h e  most acceptable proposals  pt 
forward in  r e c e n t  years .  

90. The Seminar was i n  full agreement t h a t  those recommendations, r e g u l a r l y  
endorsed, w i t h  increas ing  suppor t ,  by the General Assenbly s i n c e  1976, 
undoubtedly r e t a i n e d  their  v a l i d i t y .  The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  the Seminar expressed 
their r e g r e t  that  lack  of unanimity s t i l l  prevented the Secur i ty  Council  from 
tak ing  t h e  necessary  ac t ion  to implement t h e m .  It was emphasized tha t  t h a t  
obstacle should be overcome. 

91. By r e s o l u t i o n  36/120 C of 10 December 1981, t h e  General Assembly, 
convinced that the i n a b i l i t y  to r e s o l v e  the ques t ion  posed a grave threat to 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e a r i t y ,  had decided to  convene under t h e  auspices  o f  
the United Nations an  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on t h e  Question of P a i e s t i n e .  
The Conference,  he ld  a t  Geneva from 29 August to 7 September 1983, had 
adopted, by acclamation,  a Declarat ion on P a l e s t i n e  and also approved a 
Programme of Action for  the Achievement of P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights .  The 
Declarat ion,  em@asizing the importance of the t i m e  factor in  achieving a j u s t  
s o l u t i o n  to t h e  problem o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  had cal led,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  for the 
convening o f  an  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle E a s t ,  under the 
auspices  of t h e  un i t ed  Nations,  w i t h  t he  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on an equal  foo t ing  o f  
a l l  p a r t i e s  to the Arab-ISraeli c o n f l i c t ,  including the PLO, and on the b a s i s  
of s p e c i f i c  gu ide l ines .  A t  its t h i r t y - e i g h t h  s e s s i o n ,  by r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C,  
the Assenbly had endorsed the Geneva Declarat ion on P a l e s t i n e  and welcomed the 
c a l l  for the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference.  

92. In  pursuance of General Assenbly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C and fol lowing 
consu l t a t ions  w i t h  the Secur i ty  Counci l ,  t h e  Secretary-General  had, on 
9 March 1984, addressed a le t ter  to i ts  15 men&ers and to the Governments 
d i r e c t l y  involved in  the Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t ,  namely Israel ,  Egypt, Jordan,  
Lebanon, and the Syrian Arab *public,  and to the PLO, to a s c e r t a i n  their 
views on a l l  issues r e l e v a n t  to the convening of the Conference.  The 
Secretary-General had noted in  h i s  r e p o r t  (A/39/130 - S/16409 and Add.l) that  
t h e  Governments of Israel  and the united S t a t e s  were n o t  prepared to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the proposed Conference. 

93. A t  its th i r ty -n in th  and fortieth s e s s i o n s ,  the General Assembly had 
reaff i rmed its endorsement of the c a l l  for convening the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
conference on the Middle East and had re i terated its convict ion tha t  such 
means would c o n s t i t u t e  a major con t r ibu t ion  by the United Nations towards the 
achievement of a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n  to the Arab-Is rae l i  
c o n f l i c t  through the c o l l e c t i v e  effor ts  of a l l  the p a r t i e s  concerned. 

94. The Seminar welcomed and expressed its apprec ia t ion  for the a c t i v i t i e s  of 
the Committee, which had in  its decade of  e x i s t e n c e  c a r r i e d  o u t  a va luab le  
t a s k  i n  order to reach g rea t e r  and more p o s i t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  awareness of 
the f a c t s  r e l a t i n g  to the  ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e .  



- 20 - 

95. The Seminar commended the p o s i t i o n s  of  those Menber States, e s p e c i a l l y  
from among t h e  Mvement of Non-Aligned Coun t r i e s ,  t h e  Socialist  coun t r i e s  and 
some Western coun t r  ies , that  cons is ten t l y  suppor ted the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f 
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and the j u s t  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  problem. 
r e g r e t t i n g  the negat ive  pos i t i ons  of the mited States and I s rae l ,  it appealed 
to them and to a l l  other Member States  to reconsider  their pos i t i ons  towards 
the s o l u t i o n  of the c o n f l i c t .  

While 

96. The economic and social  a s s i s t a n c e  to the P a l e s t i n i a n  people of t h e  
occupied territories was me of the manifold a c t i v i t i e s  of mited Nations. 
Tha t  a s s i s t a n c e  was based on numerous r e s o l u t i o n s  adopted by the Economic and 
Social Council  and by the s p e c i a l i z e d  agencies  of the United Nations system. 
united Nations r e s o l u t i o n s  on the matter emphasized the n e c e s s i t y  fo r  the 
d i f f e r e n t  mited Nations organs to i n t e n s i f y  their efforts to promote the 
economic and social  developnent o f  t h e  occupied terri tories and to i d e n t i f y  
the areas where that  development was most needed. The mited Nations 
I n d u s t r i a l  Developnent Organization (UNIDO) , UNRWA, t h e  Wr I d  Health 
Organization (WHO), the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour Organisat ion ( I L O ) ,  the m i t e d  
Nations Developnent Programne (UNDP) and other o rgan iza t ions  were execut ing  
t echn ica l  a s s i s t a n c e  p ro jec t s .  UNIDO, the m i t e d  Nations Cent re  f o r  Human 
Set t lements  (HABITAT), t h e  m i t e d  Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) and the Economic and Social Commission for  Western Asia (ESCWA) had 
undertaken s t u d i e s  to i d e n t i f y  p o t e n t i a l  projects. 

97. ESCWA accorded p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  to the occupied terri tories in  i t s  
work  programne. The PLO, a s  a member of  ESCWA, p a r t i c i p a t e d  f u l l y  i n  its 
w o r k .  Resolution 139 ( X I I ) ,  adopted by the Commission a t  its twelfth s e s s i o n  
in Apr i l  1985, had requested t h e  E x e a t i v e  Sec re t a ry  to i n t e g r a t e  the occupied 
terr i tor ies  i n  the Commission's plan of a c t i v i t i e s  and to undertake,  i n  
m e p e r a t i o n  w i t h  r e l e v a n t  Arab and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ions ,  s t u d i e s  on 
the economic and social  condi t ions  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people under I s r a e l i  
occupat ion.  

111. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

98. The Seminar agreed on the following conclusions and recommendations. 

99. The Seminar, concerned over the dangerous s i t u a t i o n  in  the Middle East, 
was profoundly convinced that the v i t a l  i n t e r e s t s  of the peoples of that  
r eg ion ,  a s  w e l l  as i n t e r e s t s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  as a whole, u r g e n t l y  
dictated the need for the speediest a t ta inment  of a comprehensive, j u s t  and 
l a s t i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Middle East c o n f l i c t .  

100. It af f i rmed that the problem of the e x e r c i s e  of the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people remained the core of the c o n f l i c t  i n  the Middle East 
and that no comprehensive, j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace in  the region could be 
achieved without  t h e  f u l l  e x e r c i s e  of t h o s e  r i g h t s ,  inc luding  t h e  r i g h t  to  
se l f -de te rmina t ion  and to create their own independent State,  and without  the 
complete w i t h d r a w a l  of Israel from A r a b  terri tories occupied s ince  1967. It 
further reaffirmed that  the PLO was the sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  The s e t t l e m e n t  of t h i s  problem remained a continous 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the mited Nations. 
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101. Those States Members of the united Nations who did n o t  support the 
a t ta inment  by the P a l e s t i n i a n  people of their  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
the mited States and I s rae l ,  should reconsider  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  towards the 
s o l u t i o n  to t h e  problem. The b e s t  way to e s t a b l i s h  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace 
in  the Middle East was by convening the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the 
Middle East under the auspices o f  t h e  united Nations and w i t h  the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned, including the  PLO. 

102 .  The Conference should be convened wi thout  precondi t ions  and its 
proceedings shou ld  be conducted in  a cons t ruc t ive  s p i r i t .  The a i m  of the 
Conference should be a comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t  and the s i g n i n g  of a t r e a t y  or 
treaties guaranteeing its implementation. 

103. The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of the un i t ed  States and the Sovie t  Union in  the 
Conference was e s s e n t i a l .  All States should endeavour to persuade the uni ted  
S ta tes  to reconsider  its c u r r e n t  pos i t i on  towards the convening of t h e  
Conference. An appeal should be made to the mited States to j o i n  o t h e r  
na t ions  in  convening the Conference. 

104 .  The Conference should be he ld  under the auspices  of t h e  uni ted Nations.  
The  organiza t ion  o f  that  Conference might be en t rus t ed  to the Secur i ty  Council  
where States c o u l d  express  their views a t  every  s t ep  l ead ing  to  the s o l u t i o n  
of the Middle East problem. A s  suggested by the Secretary-General, "other 
avenues of t h e  United Nations c o u l d  a l so  be explored to provide the 
possibilities that  the search fo r  a l a s t i n g  peace would require". 3J 

105 .  The Secretary-General should be more a c t i v e l y  involved in  the e f f o r t s  to 
so lve  the problem and to break the deadlock w i t h  respect to the convening of 
the Conference. 

106 .  The Committee on the Exerc ise  o f  t h e  Ina l i enab le  Rights o f  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  People had an important  role to play in  promoting the idea of 
convening t h e  Conference. I n  t ha t  con tex t ,  the Seminar recommended that  t h e  
Committee establ ish con tac t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  the Governments of those 
c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  had so f a r  h e s i t a t e d  to adopt a p o s i t i v e  approach towards t h e  
Conference. I n  genera l ,  the Seminar recommended the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of the 
pol i t ica l  and d ip lomat ic  effor ts  by a l l  concerned for reaching  a 
comprehensive, j u s t  and durable se t t l emen t  of the c o n f l i c t  i n  the Middle East .  

107.  Every effor t  should be made to inf luence  pub l i c  opinion throughout t h e  
world through the u s e  of the media. 

108. I n  t ha t  Connection, the uni ted  Nations should make a d d i t i o n a l  efforts to 
disseminate  factual and up-to-date information on the ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  having noted t h e  lack of s u p p o r t  of the Western European media and 
States . 
1 0 9 .  The Arab States and the PLO should a lso inc rease  their e f f o r t s  to 
pub l i c i ze  the f a c t s  and developments r e l a t i n g  to the ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e .  

110. The Seminar took note  with apprec i a t ion  of t h e  PLO Declarat ion made a t  
Cairo on 7 Novenber 1985, wherein i t  r e j e c t e d  and denounced terrorism. 
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111. The information provided by P a l e s t i n i a n  sources had to become more 
informative.  
manner using a l l  means of communications more e f f e c t i v e l y .  

The message o f  P a l e s t i n e  could be t o l d  i n  a simple and conc i se  

1 1 2 .  It  was important  that  the p u b l i c  media should p l ay  a more respons ive  role 
in  providing a more balanced r e p o r t i n g  on the Middle E a s t  and, in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
on  the p l i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  and outs ide  the occupied territories as  a 
dispossessed and harassed people. I n s t i t u t i o n s  such as  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
co l l eges ,  research i n s t i t u t e s ,  churches and other r e l i g i o u s  es tab l i shments ,  a s  
w e l l  as n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  non-governmental o rgan iza t ions ,  had a 
crucial  role to p lay  i n  the formation of p u b l i c  op in ion .  
should be urged to g ive  wider coverage and more balanced t reatment  to the  
ques t ion  of Pales t i n e .  

Those i n s t i t u t i o n s  

113. Every e f f o r t  should be made to s tep  up  t h e  widespread disseminat ion of 
information, as  one of the major con t r ibu t ions  to the achievement of a j u s t  
s o l u t i o n  to the problem of P a l e s t i n e  on the basis of the a t t a inmen t  by t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  P a l e s t i n e  of their i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  . The C o m m i t t e e  
on the Exerc ise  of the Ina l i enab le  Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People  and the 
Division f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights of  the Secretariat  had an important  role in  
such disseminat ion o f  information.  mr thermore ,  t h e  Department o f  Pub l i c  
Imformation of  the Secretariat should make every e f f o r t  to  ensure .that 
accura te  information on the ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  rece ived  the wides t  possible 
disseminat ion.  

NO tes - 
L/ R @ p o r t  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on t h e  Ouestion o f  Pa le s t ine '  

Geneva, 29 Auqust - 7 Septenber 1983 (Uhited Nations pub l i ca t i an ,  Sales No. 
E.83.1.21), chap. I, sect. A. 

2/ See Off ic ia l  Records o f  the General Assembly, E b r t i e t h  Session,  
Supplzment No. 35  (A/40/35), annex I. 

3J ~ / 4 0 / 7 7 9 ,  para .  39. 
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LETTER DATED 7 APRIL 1986 FROM THE PRIME M I N I S T E R  
OF TURKEY TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SEMINAR 

I t  is a source of g r e a t  p l easu re  for the Turk i sh  Government and myself 
to h o s t  the f i r s t  Wgional  Seminar on the Question of Palestine to be he ld  i n  
I s t a n b u l ,  Turkey, from 7 to 11 April 1986, with in  the context  of t h e  work  of 
the C o m m i t t e e  on the Exercise  of the Ina l i enab le  Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
People .  

I am sure t h a t  t h i s  Seminar in  I s t a n b u l  w i l l  a lso c o n t r i b u t e  to the 
wides t  poss ib l e  recogni t ion  of  the l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  
which this Committee has spared  no e f f o r t  to promote s i n c e  its incept ion .  
Turkey supports these e f f o r t s  and b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n  to 
t h e  Middle East ques t ion  cannot be found un le s s  the l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  are recognized. 

I would l i k e  to a v a i l  myself of t h i s  oppor tuni ty  to convey to you, Mr. 
Chairman, and through you, to  a l l  the p a r t i c i p a n t s  of the Seminar, my best  
wishes for the success fu l  conclusion of your work  as w e l l  as for a p l easan t  
and f r u i t f u l  s t a y  in  our country.  

(Sicmed) Turgut ~ Z A L  
Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Turkey 
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Annex 11 

LETTEX DATED 5 A P R I L  1986 FROM THE CHAIRMAN O F  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE O F  THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 

TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE F! 

I t  is my p leasu re  to extend to you and to a l l  t h e  participants in  t h e  
Seminar on the  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people in  the name o f  our 
Arab P a l e s t i n i a n  people,  i n  the name o f  my brothers, members o f  t h e  Executive 
C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organization (PLO), and in  my own 
personal  name o u r  b e s t  wishes for the success of t h e  w o r k s  of your Seminar. 

I a v a i l  myself o f  t h i s  oppor tun i ty  to extend my s i n c e r e  g ree t ings  to our 
b r o t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o s t  count ry ,  Turkey, t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  Government and the 
b ro the r ly  Turkish people our high apprec ia t ion  for  t h e i r  s t and  o f  suppor t  a t  
the s i d e  of our j u s t  cause fo r  the rega in ing  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n a l i e n a b l e  
r i g h t s  o f  our P a l e s t i n i a n  people, including their r i g h t  to r e t u r n ,  to 
se l f -de te rmina t ion  and to t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  t h e i r  independent P a l e s t i n i a n  
S t a t e  . 

You are  convening your Seminar a t  a t i m e  when our j u s t  P a l e s t i n i a n  cause 
is being confronted by repeated consp i r ac i e s ,  a t t a c k s  and inc reas ing  h o s t i l e  
policies from t h e  Z ion i s t  enemy and American imperialism. 

I n  our occupied homeland, our Arab P a l e s t i n i a n  people are being 
confronted by a l l  t h e  forms o f  r e p r e s s i o n ,  oppress ion ,  tyranny and organized 
terrorism directed and implemented by the Government of  the Zionis t  enemy who 
encourages,  f inances  and arms the Z i o n i s t  settler gangs. 

Our people are confront ing with relentless determinat ion the a r b i t r a r y  
measures t h a t  aim a t  the Juda iza t ion  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  occupied terri tories 
in  the West Bank and i n  the Gaza S t r i p  as a prelude to their f i n a l  annexation 
to the Sta te  of t h e  Z ion i s t  enemy. Thus ,  t h e  enemy's Government c o n f i s c a t e s  
t he  P a l e s t i n i a n  lands and water resources and e s t a b l i s h e s  Jewish s e t t l e m e n t s  
on them and f inances  the terror is t  gangs to perpetrate cr imina l  a c t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  the innocent  P a l e s t i n i a n  populat ion and a g a i n s t  the  Islamic and 
C h r i s t i a n  ho ly  p l aces ,  with the a i m  o f  spreading  f ea r  and terror among our 
people and forc ing  their e x i l e  from their homeland. 

This terror is t  campaign is accompanied by a r res t s  and d e t e n t i o n ,  s torming 
and des t ruc t ion  o f  houses  and the imposi t ion o f  curfews in  the  v a r i o u s  
v i l l a g e s ,  towns and cit ies of  t h e  West Bank and t h e  Gaza S t r i p .  

The number o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  de ta inees  in  the Zionis t  torture camps from 
1967 up to this day has  reached 175,000 as admitted by t h e  enemy h i m s e l f ,  and 
this is equiva len t  to me f i f t h  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  populat ion in  the West Bank 
and Gaza. 
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I n  add i t ion  to this are  the a r b i t r a r y  measures imposed on the P a l e s t i n i a n  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h a t  aim a t  the des t ruc t ion  of these educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  
order  to impose ignorance and backwardness on our people ,  i n  addi t ion  to t h e  
imposit ion of  poverty a g a i n s t  our people,  banning them from work o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
by s t r i k i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  economic i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  order to force 
our  people to  leave  their homeland. 

Cutside our  occupied P a l e s t i n i a n  homeland, the enemy's Government 
cont inues its po l i cy  of arrogance of power and i n t e n s i f i e s  its open o f f i c i a l  
terrorism, such as the treacherous a i r  r a i d  a g a i n s t  the headquarters of t h e  
PLO in  Tunis, which caused the death of t ens  of innocent  P a l e s t i n i a n  and 
Tunis ian c i v i l i a n s  and brags about open threats a g a i n s t  a l l  the Arab coun t r i e s .  

It  has  become clear to a l l  t h a t  I s rae l ,  w i t h  i ts own p o t e n t i a l ,  is 
incapable  o f  p e r p e t r a t i n g  such crimes ins ide  and outside the occupied 
terri tories j u s t  a s  it would n o t  t h rea t en  with s u c h  arrogance the Arab 
coun t r i e s  wi thout  t h e  continuous flow of suppor t  g ran ted  to Israel  by t h e  
United States on a l l  the pol i t ica l ,  diplomatic, economic, f i n a n c i a l  and 
s c i e n t i f i c  l e v e l s .  

I n  s p i t e  of these aggress ions  and i n  s p i t e  of t h e  fierce 
Z ion i s t - imper i a l i s t  at tack a g a i n s t  our Arab P a l e s t i n i a n  people our people 
c a r r y  their noble  h i s t o r i c a l  and humanitarian r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  towards their 
j u s t  cause and for the f u t u r e  of the region.  They are a t t ached  to their 
l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t  to resist  occupation by a l l  ways and means, j u s t  as they  have 
repea ted ly  proved and reaff i rmed their total a the rence  to the PLO, their sole 
l eg i t ima te  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and have supported w i t h  determinat ion the m i l i t a n t  
op t ion  of the PLO for the achievement of a j u s t  peace based on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
l e g a l i t y  and on the United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s ,  w h i c h  a f f i rm  their n a t i o n a l  
i na l i enab le  r i g h t s ,  including their r i g h t  to r e t u r n ,  to se l f -de te rmina t ion  and 
tm t h e  es tab l i shment  of their  independent P a l e s t i n i a n  state i n  their n a t i o n a l  
homeland. 

The P a l e s t i n i a n  people have r e j e c t e d  t h e  Z ion i s t  and American manoeuvres 
which a i m  a t  d i s c r e d i t i n g  the c r e d i b i l i t y  of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v i t y  o f  t he  PLO 
to the Arab P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  

The bi t ter  and arduous yea r s  s i n c e  1948 have proved t h a t  i t  is n o t  
possible to achieve peace, s e c u r i t y  and s t a b i l i t y  in  the Middle East reg ion  
wi thout  the f u l f i l m e n t  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n a l i e n a b l e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s  as 
approved by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community through the t ang ib le  r e a l i t y  of an 
independent and sovereign P a l e s t i n i a n  State .  

I t  has also been repea ted ly  proved that  the cont inua t ion  o f  American 
support to the aggres s ive  I s rae l i  p o l i c i e s  and the cont inued d e n i a l  by t h e  
uni ted States o f  the na t iona l  r i g h t s  of the Arab P a l e s t i n i a n  people is 
d i r e c t l y  and f u l l y  r e spons ib l e  for the plrsuance of t h e  state of i n s t a b i l i t y  
and war in  the Middle East region.  

We wish to unde r l ine  a l so  t h a t  t h e  mropean m u n t r i e s ,  among which is 
Br i ta in ,  hold a h i s t o r i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  towards the  o rdea l  of our Arab 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  Their  s tand  bears a particular impor tan- r egarding 
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suppor t  to t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  and Arab peace e f f o r t s  for  the convening o f  an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference under the auspices  of  the uni ted  Nations, i n  order to  
f i n d  a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  and achieve  peace. 

S imi l a r ly ,  w e  wish to express  our high apprec i a t ion  for  the s t a n d  o f  
support o f  the Soviet  union and o f  the Socialist Community a t  the side of  the 
s t r u g g l e  of  our A r a b  P a l e s t i n i a n  people and a t  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s .  We also express  our high apprec ia t ion  to the Islamic, and 
non-aligned coun t r i e s  for  their s t ands  o f  suppor t  a t  t h e  side o f  our j u s t  
P a l e s t i n i a n  cause.  

I express  to you ,  i n  the name o f  our Arab P a l e s t i n i a n  people,  i n  the name 
o f  my brothers, menbers o f  the Executive C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  PLO, and in  my own 
personal  name our  Fo found  apprec ia t ion  for  the important  role tha t  is played 
by the C o m m i t t e e  on the Exercise  of  the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights o f  t he  P a l e s t i n i a n  
People  (under the Chairmanship o f  Ambassador Massamba Sarre) i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  o f  our Arab P a l e s t i n i a n  people for the  rega in ing  of  their i n a l i e n a b l e  
r i g h t s ,  f o r  making them known and fo r  ga in ing  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  suppor t  for  them 
and for the fu l f i lmen t  o f  these r i g h t s  i n t o  t ang ib le  r e a l i t y  in  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  homeland wi th in  an independent P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e ,  under t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of  the PLO, the  sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  our P a l e s t i n i a n  
peopl e . 

I express  to you my g r a t i t u d e  and I extend to you my s i n c e r e s t  wishes for  
the success of the w o r k s  o f  your seminar.  Thank you. 

(S imed)  Yasser ARAFAT 
Chairman o f  the Executive Committee of the  

P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organization 
Commander i n  Chief of the Forces 

of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  Revolution 
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Annex I11 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARTICIPANTS I N  THE SEMINAR 
TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 

PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 

The Th i r t een th  united Nations Seminar on the Question of P a l e s t i n e  be ing  
h e l d  from 7 to 11 A p r i l  a t  I s t a n b u l ,  m r k e y ,  whose people  and Government have 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  supported the j u s t  cause of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, acknowledge 
your message addressed to t h e  Seminar, i n  your capac i ty  as t h e  Chairman of t h e  
Executive Committee of  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organ iza t im ,  the sole and 
l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and leader  of their 
s t r u g g l e  to a t t a i n  t h e i r  i na l i enab le  r i g h t s ,  as w e l l  as a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  of the  
P a l e s t i n i a n  problem and a comprehensive se t t l emen t  of t h e  Arab-Israeli 
con f 1 ict . 

W e  a r e  ga thered  here to consider  haw best w e  can s e r v e  t h e  purpose of 
peace in  the Middle E a s t  and in  the world through a comprehensive and j u s t  
s e t t l e m e n t  of the c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  core of which is the P a l e s t i n i a n  q u e s t i o n ,  
t h a t  is, the  ina l i enab le  r i g h t s ,  f a t e  and f u t u r e  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

W e  wish to convey to the P a l e s t i n i a n  A r a b s ,  those under I s r a e l i  
occupat ion and those i n  d ispers ion ,  o u r  s o l i d a r i t y  and suppor t  to their 
s t r u g g l e  for the r e m g n i t i o n ,  a t t a inmen t  and f r e e  exercise o f  their 
ina l i enab le  r i g h t s  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  

W e  c a l l  for an urgent  convening of  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on 
the Middle E a s t ,  under the auspices  of the mited Nations, a s  decided by the 
uni ted Nations General Assembly. 
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Annex I V  

MOTION O F  THANKS FROM THE PARTICIPANTS 
I N  THE SEMINAR TO THE PRIME MINISTER O F  TURKEY 

The Thi r teenth  Uhited Nations Seminar on t h e  Question o f  P a l e s t i n e  
meeting a t  I s t a n b u l ,  Turkey, from 7 to 11 A p r i l  1986, wishes to convey i t s  
profound thanks to t h e  people and Government o f  Turkey f o r  h o s t i n g  t h e  Seminar 
and for the e x c e l l e n t  arrangements it made, w h i c h  g r e a t l y  cont r ibu ted  to the 
Seminar's success. It a l so  expresses  its s i n c e r e  thanks for the generous 
h o s p i t a l i t y  extended to the p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  the Seminar. The Seminar wishes 
to express  its particular apprec ia t ion  to  H.E. ~ r .  m r g u t  & a l ,  Prime Minister 
of the Fepublic of Turkey, for h i s  personal  concern and guidance. It a lso 
thanks H.E. Mr. Vahit  Halefoglu,  Minis ter  of m r e i g n  A f f a i r s  o f  m r k e y ,  fo r  
h i s  con t r ibu t ion  to the Seminar. The Seminar also expresses  its apprec ia t ion  
to t h e  people and Government of m r k e y  f o r  t h e i r  o o n s i s t e n t  support o f  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  of t he  P a l e s t i n i a n  people under the l eade r sh ip  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
Libera t ion  Ckganization, t h e i r  sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  f o r  the 
e x e r c i s e  of their ina l i enab le  r i g h t s  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  
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Annex V - 
PROPOSALS FOR A LEGAL FORMULA TO CONVENE THE 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE ON THE MIDDLE EAST 
SUBMITTED BY THE CHAIRMAN O F  THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OF THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 
TO THE GOVERWENT O F  THE UNITED STATES O F  AMERICA 

F i r s t  Proposal  

I f  an i n v i t a t i o n  is extended to t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organization 
(PLO) to a t t e n d  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference w i t h  e f f e c t i v e  powers to f ind  a 
peacefu l  s o l u t i o n  to t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  ques t ion  and to  r e s o l v e  t h e  Middle East 
c o n f l i c t  i n  w h i c h  the permanent menhers of the Secur i ty  c o u n c i l  p a r t i c i p a t e  
and which is a t t ended  by the concerned A r a b  parties,  the PLO accepts to 
participate on an equal  foo t ing  i n  this conference wi th in  a j o i n t  Jordanian  
Pa le s t in i an  de lega t ion  on the b a s i s  of ensur ing  the r i g h t  to 
se l f -de te rmina t ion  through a confederat ion w i t h  the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan a s  s t a t e d  in  t h e  Jordanian-Pales t in ian  Accord s igned  in  February 1985 
and on the basis  of the United Nations and Secur i ty  Counc i l . r e so lu t ions  
r e l e v a n t  to t h e  Pales t i n  ian ques t ion ,  inc luding  r e s o l u t i o n  242 (1967) and 
338 (1973). 

I n  this Context,  t h e  PLO reaffirms its denunciat ion and r e j e c t i o n  of 
terrorism, which i t  had confirmed in  the Cairo Declaratim. 

Steps 

A. TO be handed to H i s  Majesty the King. 

B. The  PLO requests H i s  Majesty to g e t  a w r i t t e n  commitment from the 
United States addressed to him in  suppor t  o f  the r i g h t  o f  s e l f -de t e rmina t ion  
as  s t a t e d  in  the Jordanian-Palest inian Accord. 

C. The d e c l a r a t i o n  by the PLO of its cond i t iona l  acceptance of Secur i ty  
Counci l  242 (1967) is to be s imultaneous w i t h  the d e c l a r a t i o n  of the mited 
States Government of its acceptance of  the r i g h t  to  se l f -de t e rmina t ion .  

Second proposal 

The PLO, the sole l eg i t ima te  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, 
ho lds  the s t r o n g  belief t h a t  the peace process should lead to a j u s t  
comprehensive and du rab le  peace i n  the Middle East and should secure t h e  
l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people including t h e i r  r i g h t  to 
se l f -de t e rmina t ion  wi th in  the con tex t  of a Jordanian-Pales t in ian  confedera t ion .  

On the basis  of the Jordan-PLO accord of 11 February 1985 and in  view of 
our genuine desire  €or peace, w e  a re  ready to nego t i a t e  wi th in  the con tex t  of 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference with the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of the  permanent members of 
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the Secur i ty  Council  and the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of a l l  concerned A r a b  p a r t i e s  and 
t h e  I s rae l i  Government, a p e a c e f u l  s e t t l emen t  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  p r o b l e m  on 
the basis  of the p e r t i n e n t  united Nations r e s o l u t i o n s ,  including Secur i ty  
Council r e s o l u t i o n s  242 (1967) and 338 (1973). 

The  PLO declares its r e j e c t i o n  and denunciat ion of terrorism, vhich was 
assured in  t h e  Cairo Declarat ion o f  7 November 1985. 

A. m be handed to H i s  Majesty t h e  King. 

B. T h e  PLO r e q u e s t s  H i s  Majesty to g e t  a w r i t t e n  commitment from the 
United States addressed to him in  support o f  the r i g h t  to  se l f -de t e rmina t ion  
as stated i n  the Jordanian-Pales t in ian  Accord. 

C. The d e c l a r a t i o n  by t h e  PLO o f  its cond i t iona l  acceptance o f  Secur i ty  
Counci l  242 (1967) is to be s imultaneous w i t h  the d e c l a r a t i o n  of the Lhited 
States Government of its acceptance of the r i g h t  to se l f -de t e rmina t ion .  

Thi rd  pr-sal 

The i n v i t a t i o n  to convene an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference to r e so lve  t h e  
c o n f l i c t  i n  the Middle E a s t  and to s o l v e  the P a l e s t i n i a n  ques t ion  should be 
under the aeg i s  o f  the United Nations because it  is t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
organiza t ion  that  was e s t ab l i shed  a f te r  Second World War to put  an end to the 
s u f f e r i n g s  of t h e  peoples ,  p revent  aggression and maintain j u s t i c e  and respect 
f o r  Human r i g h t s .  The preamble of  the Charter of the uni ted  Nations adopted 
i n  1945, c a l l s  for the  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  co-opera t ion ,  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  problems, the r e a l i z a t i o n  of b a s i c  human r i g h t s  
and t h e  rights of the peoples to se l f -de te rmina t ion .  

Since the P a l e s t i n i a n  ques t ion  is the quin tessence  of the Middle E a s t  
problem the c a l l  to convene an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference to re so lve  t h e  
c o n f l i c t  should be  to  ensure the execut ion o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  and measures and 
should  include t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the conference o f  t h e  permanent members of 
the Secur i ty  Council  and be a t t ended  by a l l  the concerned A r a b  p a r t i e s  
inc luding  the PLO, on an e q u a l  foo t ing  wi th in  a j o i n t  Jordanian-Pales t in ian  
de lega t ion .  

I n  accordance w i t h  the United Nations Char t e r ,  which r ea f f i rms  and 
confirms the respect for basic  human r i g h t s  and the r i g h t  of 'peoples to 
se l f -de t e rmina t ion ,  and on the basis of Uhited Nations r e s o l u t i o n s  r e l e v a n t  to  
the P a l e s t i n i a n  ques t ion  and the Arab reg ion ,  including Secur i ty  Council  
r e s o l u t i o n  242 (1967) and 338 (1973), t h e  PLO wil1,participate in  the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference in  i t s  capac i ty  as the sole legitimate 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people which is recognized on the Arab and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  and has  had an observer s t a t u s  a t  the Lhited Nations 
s i n c e  1974. 
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The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of PLO in  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference w i l l  be on the 
basis of safeguard ing  t h e  l eg i t ima te  rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people, 
including their r i g h t  to se l f -de te rmina t ion  through a confederat ion w i t h  the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,  as  stated i n  the Jordanian-Pales t in ian  *cord 
signed in February 1985. 

I n  this con tex t ,  t h e  PLO r e a f f i r m s  its denunciat ion and r e j e c t i o n  of 
terrorism, which it confirmed i n  the Cairo Declarat ion.  

Steps 

A. !Ib be handed to H i s  Majesty t h e  King. 

B. The  PLO requests H i s  Majesty to g e t  a w r i t t e n  commitment from the 
u n i t e d  States addressed to him in  support of the r igh t  of se l f -de t e rmina t ion  
as s ta ted in  the Jo rdan iawPa les t in i an  Accord. 

C. The Declarat ion by the PLO of its cond i t iona l  acceptance of Secur i ty  
Counci l  242 (1967) is to be simultaneous w i t h  the Declarat ion of the mited 
S t a t e s  Government of its acceptance of t h e  r ight  to  se l f -de t e rmina t ion .  
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Annex V I  

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS 

Delegation o f  t h e  Committee on t h e  Exercise o f  t h e  
Ina l i enab le  Riqhts of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People. 

Mr . George A. AGIUS Permanent Representa t ive  o f  Malta to t h e  
United Nations, Ftapporteur of t h e  Committee 

Mr.  Guennadi I. OUDOVENKO Permanent Representat ive of  t he  
Ukrainian SSR to t h e  United Nations 

Mr. Albert0 VELAZCO-SAN JOSE Depu t y  Per manen t ~ e p r  esen t a t  ive 
of Cuba to t h e  United Nations 

Mr . Mehmet A l i  I R T a C E L I K  C o u n s e l l o r ,  Permanent Mission o f  Turkey 
to t h e  United Nat ions 

Mr. Zehdi L. TERZI Permanent Observer of  the P a l e s t i n e  
Libera t ion  Organization to t h e  
United Nations 

panel is ts 

Mr. B n l e n t  AKARCALI (Turkey) 
Mr. Tiirkkaya ATAOV (Turkey) 
Mr . Lasse BUDTZ (Denmark) 
~r . Marcel DINU (Romania) 
~r . Fa i k  DIZDAR~VIC (Yugoslavia) 
M r .  Istvan FODOR (Hungary) 
Mr. Cons tan t ine  GALANOPOULOS (Greece) 
Mr . Per GHAR'ION (Sweden) 
D r .  Vafa M. GOULIZADE (Union of Sovie t  Socialist Republ ics))  
M r  . Albrecht KONECNY (Austria) 
Senator Michael LANIGAN ( I r e l a n d )  
Dr. Sami MUSALLAM ( P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organization) 
H.E. Mr. G. I. OUDOVENKO (Ukrainian Soviet  Socialist Republ ic))  
M r .  Pasa SARIOGLU (Turkey) 
Dr. Ingo SCHOENFELDER (German Democratic Republic) 
Prof .  MGmtaz SOYSAL (Turkey) 

Member S t a t e s  

B u l g a r i a  M r .  N i k o l a i  Boutchoukov 
Mr. Roussin F i l ipov  
Consulate-Gener a l ,  I s t a n b u l  
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Ch ina 

E9Y Pt  

Mr. Hengym3 &u 
M r .  R u i  ?hang 
Consulate General,  I s t anbu l  

Mr . Abdulasamie Za i ne ld in  
Consulate General,  I s t anbu l  

Germany, Federal  Republic of Mr. Karl L e u t e r i t z  
Consulate General,  I s t a n b u l  

Greece 

Iraq 

Pak is tan 

Saudi A r  ab ia  

Spa i n  

Sw i tz er land 

Syrian Arab Republic 

Turkey 

Mr . Basi le  P l y t a s  
Consulate General,  I s t anbu l  

Mr. Asaad J. Ghauthani 
Minis ter  P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y  
Minis t ry  of Foreign Af fa i r s ,  Baghdad 

~r . Jassim H. A l i  
Min i s t ry  o f  ?&reign A f f a i r s ,  Baghdad 

Mr. Tariq Iqbal P u r i  
Consulate General,  I s t anbu l  

Mr. M. Sendi 
Embassy, Ankara 

Mr. J u l i o  L. Jacoiste 
Consulate Gener a1 , I s t anbu l  

Mr. Walter Deplaces 
consula te  General,  I s t anbu l  

Mr. Md. A d i l  Sammat 
Mr. veibd mtuncu  
Consulate General, I s t a n b u l  

Mr. Tahir gentFrk 
Ambassador, Director of  t h e  Diplomatic 

Min i s t ry  o f  ?&reign A f f a i r s  
Training Cent re  

M r .  Oktay Aksoy 
~ e p l  t y  D i r  ector Gen er a1  
General Directorate of Multi-Lateral 

Pol i t ical  Affairs ,  
Minis t ry  of Foreign A f f a i r s  
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Turkey (continued) ms. FGgen ok 
Director 
Department f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organizat ions 
Minis t ry  of Foreign A f f a i r s  

Mrs. Solmaz h a y d i n  
Director 
Department for Middle East and North Afr ica  
Minis t ry  of Foreign Affairs 

MK . Babcr Hizlan 
Third Sec re t a ry  
Department for I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organization 
Minis t ry  of Foreign A f f a i r s  

Mr . Kerem Ki ra t l i  
T h i r d  Secre ta ry  
Department of Middle East and North A f r i c a  

Ms. Fatog Alp 
Sec re t a ry  

U k r a  in  ian Sovie t  Social is t Mr. Valeri  Kuchinski 
Replbl ic  Minis t ry  of Fbreign A f f a i r s ,  Kiev 

union of Soviet  Socialist Mr. R a f i k  NishanOV 
Replb l ic  Minis ter  of Fbreign Affairs 

Uzbekistan Soviet  Socialist  Republic 

Mr. Andrei vdovine 
Minis t ry  of  Foreign A f f a i r s  
Moscow 

United Nations organs 

S E c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  a q a i n s t  Apartheid 

Mr. mennadi  Cudovenko (Ukrainian Sovie t  Socialist  Feplblic) 

Special C o m m i t t e e  on the S i tua t ion  w i t h  reqard to the Implementation of  t he  
Declarat ion on t h e  Grantinq o f  1ndepen.dence to Co lon ia l  Count r ies  and Peoples 

Mr . Alber to Veldzco-San Jos6 (Cuba) 

united Nations Council  for Namibia 

Mr . N i h a t  Akyol (Turkey) 
M r .  Wang Xuexian (China)  
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P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  
Organization 

Anka Ajansi 
Yen i As ir-Sabah 
u lusa l  Basin Ajansi 
mr kiye-Cunhur iye t  
Gunaydin Gaze tes i  

M i  11 i ye t  Gaze tes i 

Ana d o h  A j ans i 
Tr t - I s tanbul  
H u r  r i ye t  Gaze tes i 
Cumhur i y e  t Gaze tes i 
Ter cuman Gaze tes i 
M i l l  iye t Da i l y  

United Nations Secretariat u n i t s ,  and s p e c i a l i z e d  agenc ie s  

Economic and Social Cornmission for  West Asia 

Mr. Antoine Mansour 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour Orqanisat ion 

Mr. R. I s k i k ,  Director (Ankara) 

I n t e r  qov er nmen ta l  or qan i z  a t i o n s  

League of A r a b  States Mr. G a m i c  Mattar 
Director of Pales t i n  ian A f f a i r s  

Mr . Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 

Research c e n t e r  for Islamic His tory ,  A r t  

Organization of the Islamic 
Confer ence Director Gener a1 

and C u l t u r e ,  I s t a n b u l  

Nat ional  l i b e r a t i o n  movements 

Mr. Ribhi H i j a z i  
Ambassador in Ankara 

Mrs. Nilgun H i  j a z i  

Non-Gov er nmen ta 1 or gan i z  a ti on s 

T u r k i s h  A r a b  Fr iendship  Society Mr. Ismail Soysal 

Press - 

- 

Daily N e w s  Ankara Mrs. sevinc Soysal (Karasapan) 
Yeni Nesil Gaze te s i  
TASS News Agency 
Reu ter s 

Mr. 
M r .  
M r .  
Mr. 
Mr. 
Ms.  
Mr. 
M r .  
Ms. 
M r .  
M r .  
M r .  
Mr. 
M s .  

Tandogan lfysal 
H. Hakan Cizemli  
I l k  in  Aydin 
cengiz Candar 
Kemal Kopuz 
F(isun Arsan 
Cem Yorulmaz 
Musa Macik 
Nur t en  Erd ins  
O r  han Tan ak in  ci 
Namik Kocak 
Nilay Karman 
Ali  Incegiil  
Lale C a k u r o g l u  

Mr. 
M r .  
Mr. 
M r .  

M r .  

S e l a h a t t i n  Ter c in  
Alexandr e Chkour dalov 
Fa t ih  Sar ibas  
m g i p  Er t en  

The Wall Street Journa l /  
Dai ly  Press M e  t i n  Cordan D e m i r  sar 


