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INTRODUCTION 

I n  pursuance of General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  40/96 B o f  12 December 
1985, the t h i r d  United Nat ions North American Fegional  NGû Symposium on t h e  
Quest ion of P a l e s t i n e  was convened a t  r n i t e d  Nat ions  Hea&uarters i n  New York  
f ran  11 to  13 June  1986. The theme o f  the meet ing was "The i n a l i e n a b l e  r igh ts  
of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people".  

F i f t y  NGûs participated i n  t h e  sympos ium,  s i x  of them as o b s e r v e r s .  

The symposium r e c e i v e d  a message from Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of  
t h e  Execut ive  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  Organiza t ion  (PLO). The 
t e x t  of h i s  message is conta ined  i n  annex III of this report. 

The meet ing was opened by the Chairman of t h e  C a m m i t t e e  on t h e  Exercise 
of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People, H.E. Mr. Massamba Sarré. 
I n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  the Chairman of t h e  C o m m i t t e e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  importance o f  
the NGû D e c l a r a t i o n ,  adopted i n  1985, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  the s u p p o r t  that the NGOS 
were s e e k i n g  for the convening of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  
Middle East. 

The meet ing c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  topic of t h e  p a n e l  "Urgency of c r e a t i n g  the 
c o n d i t i o n s  for  the convening o f  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the 
Middle East i n  accordance w i t h  r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C". The p a n e l i s t s  were=. 

(a) Ms. Mana R i s h m a w i  f r o m  the W e s t  Bank ( L a w  i n  the Serv ice  o f  Man); 

(b )  M r .  mnon Zichroni  from Israel  ( I s rae l i  c o u n c i l  for 
I s r a e l i / P a l e s t i n i a n  Peace) ; 

(c)  Mr . Gus N e w p o r t  from t h e  United States of mer ica (Mayor of 
Berke ley) .  

Four workshops were set  up  to deal w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  issues:  
(a) C i v i l  and Human Rights ;  (b) Women: Builders o f  Peace; (c) Peacemakers; and 
( d )  Developnent,  Rel ief  and R e l i g i o u s  Workers. The NGOs p e r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
meeting adopted a d e c l a r a t i o n  that  is annexed to this report (see annex I) and 
three workshops adopted a d d i t i o n a l  r e m m e n d a t i o n s  on several i s s u e s  (see 
annex I I ) .  The e x p e r t s  presented  their papers and d i s c u s s e d  the d i f f e r e n t  
aspects of t h e  topic. The c l o s i n g  s e s s i o n  was addressed by t h e  Vice-chairman 
of the C o m m i t t e e  on the Exerc ise  of the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
People, H.E. M r .  F'arid Zarid. 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

Ms. Mona R i s h m a w i ,  in her s t a t e m e n t ,  po in ted  o u t  that the I s rae l i  
policies towards t h e  West Bank and  Gaza a r e  aiming a t  t h e  J u d a i z a t i o n  of the 
terr i tor ies  since Israel  is n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  to annex t h e m  f o r m a l l y ,  because  
of t h e  1.5 m i l l i o n  P a l e s t i n i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  the area. I s rae l ' s  o n l y  o p t i o n  is 
to annex the l a n d  w i t h o u t  the p o p u l a t i o n ,  having created a de facto s i t u a t i o n  
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by introducing a s t r o n g  Jewish presence into the occupied territories. These 
are also t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the World Z ion i s t  Ctganizat ion (WZO) i n  mnnec t ion  
w i t h  the se t t l emen t  plans.  S e  expla ined  tha t ,  according to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
law, the occupying Power may promulgate new l e g i s l a t i o n  o n l y  for imperat ive 
reasons  o f  public order or m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y .  The occupat ion is, by 
d e f i n i t i o n ,  of temporary n a t u r e ,  so t h e  occupying Power cannot  weigh the 
n a t i o n a l ,  economic or social i n t e r e s t s  of its own State a g a i n s t  the i n t e r e s t  
of the indigenous populat ion and must manage the te r r i to r ies  according to t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  of usu f ruc t .  IJ 

The Jordanian  Planning L a w  o f  1966 is t h e  basic l a w  i n  force i n  t h e  West 
Bank, b u t  i t  h a s  been amended by s e v e r a l  m i l i t a r y  o rde r s  s i n c e  the I s r ae l i  
occupat ion i n  orâer to s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  the o c c u w i n g  Power. The 
Jordanian  l a w  w a s  based on a mul t i - leve l  h i e r a r c h y ,  wi th  each l e v e l  having its 
p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  o b j e c t i v e s  and goa l s .  It also assumed t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  
local populat ion and indigenous i n s t i t u t i o n s  a t  each l e v e l  of the s t r u c t u r e  
and e s t ab l i shed  a specific framework and t e c h n i c a l  c r i te r ia  and s tandards  to 
follow. 

She expla ined  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Jordanian  l a w  ( t h e  Minister of t h e  
I n t e r i o r ,  the Cent ra l  Planning Department, the Hirfier Planning Council ,  the 
D i s t r i c t  P lanning Committees and the mcal Planning Committee) and t h e  basic 
changes introduced by I s r ae l i  m i l i t a r y  o rde r s  a t  every l e v e l ,  l eav ing  
important  issues vague t o  allow t h e  Israelis f l e x i b i l i t y  w i t h o u t  being 
accountable  to the local populat ion.  

BY changing t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  p lanning  h i e ra rchy  through the amended 
Jordanian  laws, Israel  is denying the P a l e s t i n i a n s  the r igh t  to participate i n  
the planning process, w h i l e  a t  the same t i m e  g r a n t i n g  t h e  set t lers  
re  pr esen tat ion.  

She concluded by p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  these policies aiming a t  t h e  
Juda iza t ion  of  the area prevent the P a l e s t i n i a n s  from e x e r c i s i n g  their r i g h t  
to se l f -de t e rmina t ion .  The l and  u s e  p lanning  policies are  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the 
Israel i  v i s i o n  o f  the s o l u t i o n  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  problem. The Israeli- 
proposed autononiy plan for the occupied terr  itor ies g ives  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  
a u t h o r i t y  to cmduct some of their d a i l y  a f f a i r s  while a t  the same t i m e  
l eav ing  the c o n t r o l  over l and  and other resources o u t  of P a l e s t i n i a n  hands. 

Israel  is hoping to be able to "create facts" that w i l l  in f luence  any 
f u t u r e  nego t i a t ions  over the occupied terr i tor ies  and p reven t  a P a l e s t i n i a n  
State from ever being established. 

* * *  

Mr. Zichrmi expla ined  that peace based on the coexis tence  of t w o  
sovereign States is feasible and achievable  today. This, h e  sa id ,  w i l l  
presume the es tab l i shment  of a S ta te  for the P a l e s t i n i a n  people, who W i l l  
exercise t h e i r  r i gh t  to  se l f -de t e rmina t ion  i n  a political f r amework  of their  
choice cont iguous to  the S ta t e  of Israel. The border between the t w o  s tates 
shou ld  correspond to t h a t  e x i s t i n g  prior to t h e  1967 war. I n  h i s  op in ion ,  
there should be no real  obstacles s i n c e  the P a l e s t i n i a n  leadership seems to 
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s u p p o r t  t h  is arrangement.  

H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  h e  had h e l d  meetings w i t h  high-  
ranking  PLO o f f i c i a l s ,  inc luding  Chairman A r a f a t ,  and had c o m e  to t h e  
conclus ion  tha t  t h e  PLO is w i l l i n g  to  accept and r e c o g n i z e  t h e  State of Israel 
on the basis of mutual r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  each n a t i o n ' s  l e g i t i m a t e  r igh t  to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  

I n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  i s s u e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n ,  Mr. Z i c h r o n i  expressed t h e  view 
that independence and freedom mean b e i n g  free from both i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  
forces. Rul ing  another  n a t i o n  and  dominat ing its people c a n n o t  c o e x i s t  w i t h  
real  f reedan .  Both the Likud P a r t y  and the Labor P a r t y ,  h e  said,  persist  i n  
the p o l i c y  of occupat ion  and  annexat ion .  
b u t  engages i n  war and m i l i t a r y  adventur ism.  The concept t h a t  s e c u r i t y  can 
o n l y  be achieved  through " s t r a t e g i c  depth"  has  p r e v a i l e d  i n  I s r ae l i  politics 
since 1948. "his means t h a t  the b a t t l e s h i p  should always be on A r a b  land;  a 
proper defence programme should  never allow i n v a s i o n  o f  Israel .  This  c o n c e p t ,  
which i g n o r e s  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  peace, has  n a t u r a l l y  prevented its 
r e a l i z a t i o n .  He added tha t  t h e  nuc lear  danger in  t h e  Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t  
was c l o s e l y  related. 

Israeli leadership t a l k s  a b o u t  peace 

The convening o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference ,  i n  accordance w i t h  
General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C of 13 December 1983, would f a c i l i t a t e  
n e g o t i a t i o n  between I sr  ael is and  Pales t i n  i a n s  and  would e n a b l e  t h e  
super-Powers to r e a c h  an  agreement which would e l i m i n a t e  the n u c l e a r  threat i n  
t h e  r e g i o n .  The Peace Conference would b r i n g  t h e  framework for d e t é n t e  
between t h e  super-Powers b u t  the t r e a t y  i t s e l f  must be s i g n e d  by Israel ,  the 
Arab m u n t r  ies and  t h e  Pales t i n  i a n s  . 

The P a l e s t i n i a n  and  Israeli  peace camps should  be aware t h a t  publ ic  
o p i n i o n  i n  Israel  is moving i n  a d i r e c t i o n  h o s t i l e  to peace. ûie example is 
the f ac t  t h a t  t h e  Knesset is a b o u t  to  r a t i f y  a proposed amendment to  "The 
Prevent ion  of Terror Ordinance".* I n  accordance wi th  this enactment,  direct 
meetings between Israel is  and members of t h e  PLO w i l l  be prohibited. The 
enforcement o f  this s t a t u t e  w i l l  make more d i f f i c u l t  any possible d i a l o g u e  
amongst peace a c t i v i s t s  i n  the f u t u r e .  There is, therefore, a n  u r g e n t  need 
for a massive a t t a c k  on public o p i n i o n .  The w o r k  of N G û s  to i n f l u e n c e  
Israel is  and  w e s t e r n  p b l i c  opin ion  is e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  to  show t h e  average  
I s rae l i  that t h e r e  is a n  ongoing dialogue between Israelis and  P a l e s t i n i a n s .  
These meet ings c o u l d  have a p o s i t i v e  effect of p r o v i d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  background 
for the convening o f  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference.  

* * *  

I n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  Mr. Gus Newport expressed  the o p i n i o n  that w i t h o u t  the 
r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  q u e s t i o n ,  there can  be no  peace i n  the r e g i o n .  
A l l  sdiemes, m i l i t a r y  and otherwise, a l l  so-called "peace i n i t i a t i v e s "  that  
deny t h e  fundamental  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  r i gh t  to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  have n o t  brought  u s  closer to peace, b u t  to y e t  a n o t h e r  

* T h i s  l a w  was passed i n  t h e  Knesset on 6 August 1986. 
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war. H e  pointed o u t  that  both the Jordanian i n i t i a t i v e ,  which sought to 
e s t a b l i s h  King Hussein of Jordan as  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people, and the Reagan Plan of September 1982, had r e s u l t e d  in  no wogress 
towards peace. 

The  convening of t h  is Nor th Amer ican Regional Symposium is ve ry  impor t a n t  
because of  the p a r t i c u l a r l y  onerous role played by success ive  Viited States 
Adminis t ra t ions  i n  f r u s t r a t i n g  attempts to ach ieve  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  
the Middle East; it  h a s  only served  to escalate m i l i t a r y  tens ion  w i t h  
cont inuing  arms sales, the r e s u l t  o f  which is an arms race o f  dangerous 
proport ions.  It is for  this reason that the i n i t i a t i v e s  taken by the General 
Assembly of t h e  un i t ed  Nat ions,  t h e  intergovernmental  o rgan iza t ions  and the 
non-governmental o rgan iza t ions  are of s u c h  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The convening of an  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference,  formulated a t  t h e  Geneva Conference i n  
September 1983, should be the mechanism for the implementation of the 
g u i d e l i n e s  by which peace could  be a t t a i n e d  i n  the reg ion .  The a c t i o n s  taken 
i n  Geneva i n  1983 are wholly compatible w i t h  the Uiited Nat ions '  long search 
for peace i n  t h e  r eg ion ,  w i t h  the d e c i s i o n  of the Twelfth Summit Conference of 
the Arab League, he ld  i n  Fez, Morocco i n  1982, and w i t h  P res iden t  BTezhnev's 
proposal  of 1982, r ea f f i rmed  i n  1984. 

Our t a s k ,  h e  cont inued ,  is to  p u b l i c i z e  the d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of the Geneva 
Conference i n  order to awaken the peoples o f  the world, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  the 
United States, to t h e  pramise i n  these proposals of peace and s e c u r i t y  f o r  a l l  
peoples and States i n  the reg ion ,  the promise of j u s t i c e ,  s e l f -de t e rmina t ion  
and  a haneland for the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

H e  explained that nowadays the e a g a n  P d m h i s t r a t i o n  and its NATO a l l i e s  
d e f i n e  terrorism without  g i v i n g  it a social a n a l y s i s .  He addressed t h e  i s sue  
of terrorism by expla in ing  the historical evolu t ion  of  the very  concept of 
contemporary terror i s m .  

H e  s t a r t e d  by expla in ing  the concept  o f  "theatre o f  war". I n  h i s  op in ion ,  
this concept goes back a t  least  500 years to the t i m e  when Europeans armies 
were composed of men who des igna ted  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  by the appropriate arena  
of conflict. The next major development w a s  " g u e r i l l a  warfare". The not ion  
of theatre of ba t t le  i n  European terms changed when the Fniropean Powers had to 
b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  colonized people for these people would employ tactics that 
would s h i f t  the v e r y  meaning o f  war. The next  concept ,  "terror i s m " ,  is, i n  
h i s  view, an empi r i ca l ly  understandable  progression from the ba t t l e f i e ld  to 
the s t r a t e g i c  ploys o f  g e n e r a l s  to g u e r i l l a  warfare. ~n explana t ion  of the 
not ion  of terrorism can be found i n  T. Hobbes' c e n t r a l  i n s i g h t  about the human 
cond i t ion  and social o rde r .  There is a par a l l e l  between the w a r  of  each 
a g a i n s t  a l l ,  i n  Hobbes' terms and the a f f a i r s  of n a t i o n s ,  on the s u r f a c e  the 
most p o w e r f u l  n a t i o n s ,  c l e a r l y  dominate t h e  weaker ones. But o u t s i d e  t h e  
theatre of war, the g u e r i l l a  warrior 'equal izes"  matters. Furthermore, 
"terrorists" can  b r i n g  the b i g g e s t ,  s t r o n g e s t  count ry  to a p o i n t  where its 
inhab i t an t s  are so afraid of death that they become hostages in  their own land.  

H e  closed h i s  s ta tement  by say ing  t h a t  c e r t a i n  major Powers h ide  behind 
their charge of their d e f i n i t i o n  of te r ror i s t s  and use this type of propaganda 
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as a smoke sc reen  to avoid the c r e a t i o n  of an o b j e c t i v e  d ia logue  towards a 
j u s t  and peaceful s o l u t i o n  to t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the Middle East which w i l l  
guarantee the P a l e s t i n i a n  people a homeland and assure that a l l  peoples in  the 
Middle East can l i v e  i n  peace s i d e  by s i d e .  

No tes 

1/ Article 55 of The Hague Convention of 1907 states.. "The occupying 
S t a t e  sha l l  be regarded as  admin i s t r a to r  and usuf ruc tuary  of public bu i ld ings ,  
landed proper t y ,  forests and agr i c u l t u r  a l  under tak ings belonging to t h e  
h o s t i l e  State and s i t u a t e d  i n  the occupied t e r r i t o r y .  It must  safeguard the 
capi ta l  of such properties and adminis ter  them i n  accordance w i t h  the r u l e s  of 
U S U  f r u c t  . II 
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Annex I 

DECLARATION ADOPTED BY THE NORTH AMERICAN 
REGIONAL N 0 3  SYMPOSIUM ON THE Q U E T I O N  OF PALESTINE 

1. W e ,  the non-governmental o rgan iza t ions  (NGOs) p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the t h i r d  
Viited Nations North American k g i o n a l  N 0 3  Symposium on the Question of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  wish  to thank the Uhiited Nations C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  Exercise of the 
Ina l i enab le  Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People for making this meeting possible. 
We are  indeed honoured by t h e  presence o f  t h e  members and observers  o f  this 
d i s t ingu i shed  Uhited Nations body. 

2.  We wish also to thank t h e  C h i e f  of the Division for P a l e s t i n i a n  R i g h t s ,  
the NGO Liaison Of f i ce r s  and the s t a f f  o f  the Divis ion and the Department of 
Conference Services  for their inva luable  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  the prepara t ion  and 
execut ion of this meeting. 

3. We wish also to voice our apprec ia t ion  to the d i s t ingu i shed  expert 
p a n e l i s t s ,  workshop o rgan ize r s ,  resource persons and faci l i ta tors  who offered 
t h e i r  inva luable  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and the p o t e n t i a l  
c e n t r a l  role to be played by NGOÇ in  North America. The practical sugges t ions  
and  s t r a t e g i e s  developed i n  the workshops a s s i s t e d  u s  i n  formulating f u t u r e  
co l l abora t ive  efforts in  North America and in  l i nk ing  our  efforts to a broader 
g loba l  network . 
4 .  W e  be l i eve  t h i s  meeting con t r ibu ted  to t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n  
between the Viited Nations and the North American NGO community concerned w i t h  
the non-implementa t i on  o f  Gener a l  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  3 8/ 58 C of 
1 3  December 1983, a r e s o l u t i o n  whose implementation we hold to be 
indispensable  i n  secur ing a j u s t  and dur able s o l u t i o n  to t h e  ques t ion  o f  
P a l e s t i n e  . 
5. We call upon t h e  peoples and Governments of t h e  t n i t e d  States o f  America 
and Canada to take a l l  poss ib le  steps to secure the implementation of General 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C, i n  order to secure a comprehensive, j u s t  and 
l a s t i n g  peace i n  the Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t ,  the core of which is the ques t ion  
of Pales t i n e .  

6. W e  r e s o l u t e l y  reaffirm t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus t h a t  the P a l e s t i n e  
Libera t ion  Organization (pm) is the sole and l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  People. 
people to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  without e x t e r n a l  i n t e r f e rence  and to e s t a b l i s h  an 
independent P a l e s t i n i a n  state on its own n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y  under the 
l eade r sh ip  of the PLO, in  conformity w i t h  a l l  r e l e v a n t  Viited Nations 
r e s o l u t i o n s  . 

W e  a f f i r m  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  

7. W e  further s t r o n g l y  suppor t  t h e  convening of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference on the Middle East as  ca l led  for a t  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on 
t h e  Question of P a l e s t i n e ,  =/ August 1983, and as adopted by the General 
Assembly in r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C. It is e s s e n t i a l  that the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
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Conference be inc lus ive  and be a t tended  by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of b o t h  Israel  and 
t h e  PLO, those A r a b  S t a t e s  pa r ty  to  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  the United States and t h e  
Union of Soviet  Socialist Republics. 

8. 
to be implemented by North American NGOs. Our primary work was conducted i n  
workshops, and w e  affirmed their  conclusions as  w e  have amended them below. 

The aim of this meeting was to develop p r a c t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e s  and s t r a t e g i e s  

9 .  The Women: Ehilders of Peace Workshop addressed the common ob jec t ive  O f  
bu i ld ing  popular suppor t  for a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  the Middle East and 
devised the following s t r a t e g i e s t  

(a) Using outreach and educat ion to e s t a b l i s h  the i s s u e  o f  t h e  
ina l i enab le  rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  women in  its r i g h t f u l  and l eg i t i i na t e  
p lace  in  r e l i g i o u s  groups,  women's groups,  peace groups and the s o l i d a r i t y  
movement, w i t h  the ob jec t ive  of bu i ld ing  support for and s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  the 
Pales t i n  ian people; 

( b )  Through education processes, to ra i se  awareness,  pranote  
understanding and genera te  empathy for the l i v e s  of P a l e s t i n i a n  women and 
chi ldren;  

( c l  Through e n l i s t i n g  a broad spectrum o f  Uiited States women's groups,  
to pressure the M i t e d  States Government to implement the recommendations tha t  
re la te  to t h e  p l i g h t  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n  women and ch i ld ren  a s  pu t  f o r t h  in  t h e  
Nairobi Forward-looking S t r a t e g i e s  for the Advancement of Women3 - b/ 

( d )  Through exchanging c u l t u r e s ,  t r a d i t i o n s  and h i s t o r i e s  among Jewish ,  
Arab and other North American women, to h i g h l i g h t  their i m p l i c i t  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  
i n  e l imina t ing  the oppression of Pa le s t in i ans ;  

(e) Through monitor ing  regular  t e l e v  i s ion  Fogramming and other media, 
to promote p o s i t i v e  images and i d e n t i t y  of P a l e s t i n i a n  and other Arab women? 

10. The Peacemakers Workshop reso lved  to bu i ld  popular support  wi th in  the 
peace movement for a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  the Middle East by: 

(a) inc reas ing  publ ic  awareness of the leg i t imacy of the PLO as  the sole 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people,  enjoying their  f u l l  suppor t ,  s e rv ing  
their needs and seeking peace w i t h  j u s t i c e ;  

(b )  Bui lding a mass movement of Nor th Amer icans , e n l i s t i n g  t h e  suppor t  
of m i n o r i t i e s  and of peace and disarmament groups; 

( c l  Pressur ing  t h e  Government o f  t h e  ün i ted  States to adopt a po l i cy  of 
m i l i t a r y  non-interventionism in  the Mediterranean, the Middle East and the 
Gulf; 

(d)  Pressur ing  the Government of the United States to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  
working for the convening of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle 
East i n  oonformity w i t h  General  Assembly r e so lu t ion  38/58 C. 
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11. The Development, Relief and Rel igious Workers Workshop devised the 
fol lowing s t r a t e g i e s  to r e a l i z e  our common o b j e c t i v e  of b u i l d i n g  popular 
support in  the r e l i g i o u s  community for a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace in  the Middle 
Fast.. 

(a) A letter-wr i t i n g  campaign from c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  to government bodies 
and t a rge ted  congress iona l  and par l iamentary o f f i c e s  c a l l i n g  fo r  a P a l e s t i n i a n  
state i n  Pa le s t ine ;  

( b )  Support  for indigenous P a l e s t i n i a n  gxogrammes for their own 
development, channeling funds through indigenous P a l e s t i n i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  

( c l  A n a t i o n a l  conference of t h e  r e l i g i o u s  community address ing  the 
urgency for Middle East peace and the need to address "Armageddon Theology"% 

(d l  Encouraging a l l  NGOs to  address t h e  i s s u e  of "Armageddon Theology" 
through the promotion of the new book Proghecy and Politics by Grace 
Halsell; 

( e l  A more a s s e r t i v e  educat ion of c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  about  their church's 
p o s i t i o n  suppor t ing  the right to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people 
and  recogniz ing  t h e  PLO a s  t h e  sole and l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

12. I n  bu i ld ing  popular suppor t  fo r  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  the Middle 
East and mindful of the d i f f i c u l t i e s  imposed by the c e n t r a l i t y  of Israel 's  
role i n  implementing the g l o b a l  fore ign  po l i cy  of t h e  United States, the C i v i l  
and Human Rights Workshop def ined four s t r a t e g i e s  to be pursued i n  the coming 
year by NGOs co-ord ina t ing  their e f f o r t s  throughout North America: 

(a) Uidertake educa t iona l  campaigns focusing on s p e c i f i c  cases i n  order  
to  broaden p u b l i c  understanding o f  t h e  issues r e l a t i n g  to P a l e s t i n i a n  human 
I: i gh ts ; 

(b) Work in conce r t  fo r  a reduct ion  of r n i t e d  States a i d  to Israel by 
1988 as a direct  response to Israel ' s  repeated human r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s ;  

(c) Link the campaign a g a i n s t  v i o l a t i o n s  of P a l e s t i n i a n  human rights to 
other such  v i o l a t i o n s  worldwide, such as  apartheid; 

(d )  Vigorously oppose t h e  use of the term "terrorism", which i n f r i n g e s  
on human and c i v i l  rights both in  North America and abroad; 

(e) Pursue a campaign to combat anti-Arab racism and anti-Muslim 
at t i tudes i n  North America. 

13. Midi t iona l ,  more comprehensive s t r a t e g i e s  and tactics emanating from t h e  
w o r k s h o p s  are reproduced i n  annex II and should be c a r e f u l l y  considered by the 
NGO community . 
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14.  
Co-ordinating Committee (see annex V I I ) .  During the  coming year ,  the  
C o m m i t t e e  is charged by t h i s  meeting to co-ordinate  the  work  of t h e  North 
American N G û s  p r e s e n t  i n  pursuing our  common ob jec t ive  and s t r a t e g i e s .  The 
NGOs p re sen t  request a report from t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a t  t h e  1987 North American 
Symposium i n  order t o  eva lua te  its e f f o r t s .  

N G û s  p resent  a t  t h i s  meeting have established a North American 

15. The North American Regional NGO Symposium on t h e  Question of  P a l e s t i n e  
r ea f f i rms  t h e  importance of the w o r k  of the  United Nat ions Re l i e f  and W o r k s  
Agency f o r  P a l e s t i n e  Refugees i n  t h e  Near E a s t  (UNRWA) and s t rong ly  suppor t s  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from the  Governments of the United States  and Canada a t  c u r r e n t  
or higher  l e v e l s .  
t h e  United States to de leg i t imize  the  importance of the  work  of  UNRWA. 

The NGOs s t r o n g l y  reject attempts on t h e  part of some i n  

16. W e ,  t h e  North American N O S ,  have taken note  of t h e  assault  on 
P a l e s t i n i a n  refugee camps (Sabra, S h a t i l a  and Burj  el-Barajneh, near  Be i ru t )  
and t h e i r  r e s i d e n t s ,  i n  June 1986, and have duly  condemned the  a t roci t ies  
committed, have called f o r  t he  s i e g e  to be l i f t e d  and enforced, and have 
called f o r  t h e  f r e e  flow of medical a s s i s t a n c e  and o the r  r e l i e f  to  t h e  camps. 
The Secretary-General has received our  s ta tement  on t h i s  matter (see annex I V )  
and has been encouraged to  act on it a t  once. 

17. 
occupat ion from t h e  d e n i a l  of t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  women s u f f e r  special 
hardships .  Whether i n  1948 Pa le s t ine ,  the  camps of Be i ru t ,  i n  southern 
Lebanon, i n  the  camps of Jordan and t h e  Syr ian  Arab Repub l i c ,  or i n  t h e  
occupied W e s t  Bank and Gaza S t r i p ,  P a l e s t i n i a n  women o f t e n  c a r r y  t h e  burden 
for t h e i r  e n t i r e  households, inc luding  secur ing  shelter and providing food and 
c lo th ing .  These women m u s t  o f t e n  assume double or t r i p l e  work-loads i n  t h e  
home, t h e  f i e l d  and t h e  f ac to ry .  Thei r  hardships  are compounded by gender 
d iscr imina t ion .  W e  s t rong ly  encourage the  Committee on t h e  Exerc ise  of the  
I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People and t h e  Div is ion  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  
Rights  t o  promote the implementation of a l l  United Nat ions r e s o l u t i o n s  and 
programmes to  improve the  s t a t u s  of  P a l e s t i n i a n  women and ch i ld ren .  W e  u rge  
North American NGOs to  stress i n  t h e i r  work  t h e  urgent  s i t u a t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n i a n  women, and to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  March 1987 Conference on 
P a l e s t i n i a n  Women organized by the  P a l e s t i n e  Human Rights  Campaign. 

While a l l  P a l e s t i n i a n s  s u f f e r  g r e a t l y  i n  the  diaspora and under 

18. 
Co-ordinating C o m m i t t e e  i n  organizing and f inancing i ts  meetings i n  t h e  coming 
year .  

W e  request cont inued United Nat ions a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h e  North American 

19. I n  order to  cont inue  co l l abora t ion  between the  United Nat ions and t h e  
North American NGû community, w e  urge both t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  Exercise  Of 

t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People and the  Div is ion  f o r  
P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights  to send r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to  the  major North American NGO 
conf e r e nce s. 

20. W e  urge t h e  Chairman of t h e  Committee on the  Exerc ise  of the  I n a l i e n a b l e  
Rights  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People to convey t h i s  Declara t ion  to  t h e  General 
Assembly at its forty-first session as part of the Committee's report. 
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tmtes 

a/ Report of t h e  International Conference on the  Question of Palest ine ,  
Geneva, 2 9  mgust-7 Septenber 1983 ( m i t e d  Nations publication,  Sales  Fb. 
E.83.1.21) ,  chap. I ,  sect. B. 

d/ Report of t h e  Kbrld Conference to &view and Appraise t h e  
Achievements of the Uiited Nations Decade for Womenr Equality,  Development 
and Peace (A/COW.116/28 and Corr. 1-4) , chap. I, sect. A. 
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Annex II 

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WORKSHOPS 

A. C i v i l  and Human Rights  Workshop 

The C i v i l  and Human Rights  Workshop sugges t  t h e  fol lowing tactics t o  
r e a l i z e  the a r t icu la ted  s t r a t e g i e s :  

1. Educat ional  campaign on P a l e s t i n i a n  human r i g h t s  

(a)  A s  1987 is t h e  twent ie th  anniversary  of Israeli occupat ion,  w e  c a l l  
for a campaign t o  end t h a t  occupation, lead ing  to culminat ing even t s  i n  
June 1987; 

(b) The campaign would include l e t t e r - w r i t i n g ,  p e t i t i o n  d r ives ,  
photographs and b iographies  on ind iv idua l  cases, which would be "packaged" for 
North Americans; 

( c l  Unify o rgan iza t ions  across North America to w o r k  i n  concer t  around 
s p e c i f i c  cases, as approved by t h e  North American Co-ordinating C o m m i t t e e ;  

(d) Highl ight  a s p e c i f i c  munic ipa l i ty  i n  the  West Bank, such as 
Ramallah, which has no t  had e l e c t i o n s  i n  10 yea r s ,  and implement a campaign 
for democratic municipal e l e c t i o n s ;  

(e) Develop a na t iona l  North American network on P a l e s t i n i a n  human 
r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  l inked  to  o rgan iza t ions  i n  the  occupied territories, which 
would  set p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  North American w o r k  (e.g. Law i n  t h e  Se rv ice  of Man 
(LSM) and C o m m i t t e e  Confronting I ron  F i s t )  ; 

( f )  Focus on the  State Department's human r i g h t s  report and c r i t i q u e  i n  
t h e  media, through o rgan iza t ions ,  etc., and then lobby t h e  State  Department 
for improvements i n  its 1986 r epor t ;  

(9) Organize a c t i v i t i e s  i n  regions around I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Human R i g h t s  
Day, 10 December 1986, to  draw media a t t e n t i o n  to  the  cases approved by NGOS 
( i d e n t i f y  o rgan iza t ions  to ca r ry  o u t  t h i s  t a s k  on behalf  of N G O s ) ;  

( h )  I d e n t i f y  and l i n k  wi th  p rogres s ive  Israeli groups t h a t  sha re  o u r  
basic commitment to P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s ;  

(i) Targe t  Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  PEN, etc. and o the r  human r i g h t s  
o rgan iza t ions  to  urge adopt ion of s p e c i f i c  P a l e s t i n i a n  human r i g h t s  cases. 

2. Cut i n  aid to Israel  

( a )  I d e n t i f y  p o t e n t i a l  congress iona l  co-sponsors who could in t roduce  a 
b i l l  to  c u t  U n i t e d  States  aid to Israel by a specified amount (by 1988); 
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(b) Link t h e  United States  aid c u t  to Israel  to t h e  United States A r m s  
Export Cont ro l  A c t  (1977) and t h e  Foreign Ass is tance  A c t ;  

(c) I d e n t i f y  an organiza t ion  i n  Washington, D.C. to  co-ordinate items 
( a )  and ( b ) ;  

(d) Survey congress iona l  d i s t r i c t s ,  i d e n t i f y  the  organiza t ions ,  
i nd iv idua l s ,  etc. t h a t  have inf luence  i n  t h a t  d i s t r ic t ,  i n  o r d e r  to  l a y  t h e  
ground work for local support  of the r e so lu t ion ;  

(e) G o  to  rel igious and peace groups on group-by-group s t r a t e g y  to 
fac i l i t a te  t h e i r  w o r k  on P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s .  Focus  on l e s sons  learned  from 
South Afr ican and Cen t ra l  American w o r k  and l i n k  them to ways i n  which t h e  
Rainbow Coa l i t i on  can  press the  above agenda; 

( f )  Expose t h e  d u p l i c i t y  of t h e  United States suppor t ing  t w o  s t anda rds  
Of human r i g h t s ,  one for Israeli  Jews and another f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  Arabs; 

(g)  Defend cases of P a l e s t i n i a n  academic freedom v i o l a t i o n s  and support 
North American academicians who defend P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s ;  

( h )  C r i t i q u e  both  Israeli and United States  v i o l a t i o n s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
l a w  w i t h  regard to P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s ;  

( i) Note Israel's c e n t r a l  role i n  United States fo re ign  p o l i c y  and 
Israel 's  g l o b a l  role i n  suppor t ing  r ep res s ive  Governments t h a t  undermine human 
r i g h t s  i n  other regions,  such as  South Afr ica  and Cen t ra l  America. 

B. Women: B u i l d e r s  of Peace Workshop 

I n  t h e  Women: B u i l d e r s  of Peace Workshop, the fol lowing s t r a t e g i e s  were 
set f o r t h  for implementation by those groups t h a t  w i s h  to go beyond t h e  forma1 
ob jec t ives :  

(a)  Organize Nor th  American women's tour to  t h e  Middle E a s t ;  

( b )  Pub l i c i ze  specific cases ( ind iv idua l  or g e n e r a l )  s u c h  a s  fami ly  
reunion, depor t a t ion  and c i v i l  r i g h t s  v io l a t ions ;  

(c) Ensure t h a t  t h e  Nat iona l  Conference on P a l e s t i n i a n  Women 1987 
addresses t h e  Nairobi Women's Conference (1985); 

(d )  Promote a speaking t o u r  w i t h  forward-looking strategies w i t h  t h e  
Afr ican  Nat ional  Congress of South  Africa (ANC), m e m b e r s  and Pa le s t in i ans ;  

(e l  S e n s i t i z e  conferences of women's groups t o  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  i s sue ;  

( f )  Encourage speaking t o u r s  of Israeli and P a l e s t i n i a n  women to  
mainstream women's o rgan iza t ions ;  
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(9)  Br ing  t h e  I s rae l i  peace movement to t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of women ‘s groups 
and encourage them to a d o p t  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  response ;  

( h )  Relate to mainstream Jewish  women’s groups and  Arab women’s groups; 

(i) D i s t r i b u t e  material from the W e s t  Bank, e.g., n e w s l e t t e r s  f r o m  
women ‘s groups ; 

(1 1 Create a media and  r e s o u r c e  network on the s u b j e c t  of P a l e s t i n i a n  
women ; 

( k )  Organize  seminars  for the media on P a l e s t i n i a n  women, their c u l t u r e  
and t r a d i t i o n s ;  

(1 ) S t r e n g t h e n  the network of groups i n  Nor th Amer ica t h a t  are concerned 
w i t h  the Middle East issue ;  

(m) Find  ways to network fo l lowing  this NGO symposium. 

C. Peacemakers Workshop 

1. i n c r e a s e  awareness  of the l e g i t i m a c y  of the 
Pa 1 es t i n e  Liber a t ion  ûr gan i z a  t ion  ( PLC) ) 

( a )  D r a w  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  peace proposals made by the PLO s i n c e  1974; 

(b) Counter the t rend  to separate P a l e s t i n i a n s  from the PLO and to 
discredit  the PLO; 

( C l  Organize a media committee of NGOs to promote awareness/acceptance 
of the PLO as  the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people; 

2. B u i l d  a mass movement f o r  Nor th Amer i c a n s  by Nor th Amer i c a n s  
to d e a l  w i t h  the Middle East peace i s s u e ,  and b r i n g  peace 

( a )  Broaden c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  and  b r i n g  i n  new o n e s ,  w i t h  emphasis on 
r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s ;  

(b) Encourage groups to conduct  i n t e r n a l  e d u c a t i o n  on the i s s u e s  and 
establish y e a r l y  commitment among s e v e r a l  groups to focus  on peace movements 
and  Middle East peace i s s u e s .  Also, meet w i t h  directors of n a t i o n a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  such  as the Committee for a Çane Wclear Policy (SANE),  etc.; 

(c) Mobi l ize  e f f o r t s  to hold n a t i o n a l  conference;  

(d) Organize a s t r o n g  campaign to culminate  on the t w e n t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  
of occupa t ion ;  

(e 1 Es t ab l i sh /hos  t a d i a l o g u e  between Pales t i n  i a n s  and  Israelis 1 

( f )  H i g h l i g h t  the Israeli  role in‘ “star W X S ” )  
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(9) inc rease  awareness of and suppor t  for Israel i  peace forces and the 
d i v e r s i t y  of t h a t  movement; 

( h )  Developnent information resources (e.g., a video l i b r a r y ) ;  

(i) Devise ways to p ro tec t  the t h i t e d  Nations and to keep e f f o r t s  of the 
United Nations i n  the pub l i c  eye1 

(1) Organize a hunger s t r i k e  to accompany the d e l i b e r a t i o n s  i n  the 
üni ted Nations during the General Assembly debate on the ques t ion  o f  Pa le s t ine ;  

3. Pressure to change United States fore ign  po l i cy  

(a) Stop uni ted  States in t e rven t ion  and t i e  the Middle East to a n t i -  
i n t e rven t ion  concerns (using t h e  Libyan A r a b  Jamahiriya as a jumping-off 
point) ; 

(b) Slogan: "ut's practice our pr inc ip les" .  
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Annex III 

MESSAGE FROM MR. YASSER ARAFAT, CHAIRMAN, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION, TO THE SYMPOSIUM 

1. On the  occasion of the convening of t h e  t h i s  symposium i n  t h e  series of 
seminars and symposia organized by t h e  Committee on t h e  Exerc ise  of t h e  
I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights  of t he  P a l e s t i n i a n  People,  I have the  p l easu re  to convey to 
you, i n  the  name of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people, i n  t h e  name of my b ro the r s  - 
members of the Executive Committee of the  P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organizat ion 
(PW) - and i n  my own name, warmest g r e e t i n g s  and to wish you a success fu l  
symposium. 

2. The P a l e s t i n i a n  people  "follows" t h e  convening of these  symposia with 
g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  as  such symposia are extremely important i n  expla in ing  t h e  j u s t  
cause of our  people  and the  leg i t imacy of our s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  the  racist 
Z ion i s t  Israeli occupation. These symposia br ing to the  a t t e n t i o n  of world 
p u b l i c  opinion the  hard and d i f f i c u l t  developments and v i s i t a t i o n s  a f f l i c t i n g  
o u r  people under occupat ion,  oppression and repress ion .  

3.  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  leg i t imacy and a t  the  same t i m e  undertakes a l l  endeavours t o  
e s t a b l i s h  peace based on justice, a s  peace and justice are the  main 
foundat ions  f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e  of our people and both peace and j u s t i c e  are 
completely inseparable  and i n d i v i s i b l e .  

Our people  have g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  United Nat ions,  which embodies 

4 .  
and r e sea rche r s  - who, through t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and the s t u d i e s  they 
present ,  c o n t r i b u t e  not  only i n  political and academic dimensions b u t  as a n  
e f f e c t i v e ,  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  i n  the  s t rugg le .  Such c o n t r i b u t i o n s  manifest  their  
s o l i d a r i t y  with t h e  j u s t  cause of our people i n  confront ing  t h e  desp icable  
I s rae l i  occupation. 

I w i s h  to  express  my g r e a t  apprec i a t ion  to  a l l  t he  b r o t h e r s  - p a n e l i s t s  

5. You are convening your symposia a t  a very crucial t i m e  when the  
c o n s p i r a c i e s  aga ins t  o u r  people and our j u s t  cause  are e s c a l a t i n g  and making 
it more bi t ter  and more d i f f i c u l t .  

6 .  The United States Adminis t ra t ion persists i n  its r e j e c t i o n  of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  leg i t imacy and its r e f u s a l  to abide by r e s o l u t i o n s  adopted by 
t h e  United Nations.  Such r e s o l u t i o n s  a f f i r m  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  of o u r  
people  to r e t u r n  to their  homes and property,  the r i g h t  to self-determinat ion 
and t h e  r i g h t  to establ ish its independent S ta te  on its P a l e s t i n i a n  n a t i o n a l  
soil.  A t  the  same t i m e ,  the  United States Adminis t ra t ion main ta ins  its 
suppor t  to  t h e  cont inuance of Israeli occupation and also its support of 
Israel 's expans ionis t  and racist policies a g a i n s t  the  P a l e s t i n i a n  people and 
t h e  Arab na t ion .  These Israeli policies are exac t ly  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  what  is 
happening i n  southern Afr ica ,  where t h e  racist Pretoria régime carries o u t  i ts  
a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  t h e  peoples  of Sou th  Africa and N a m i b i a  and its aggression 
a g a i n s t  the Afr ican  f r o n t - l i n e  States. 

7. 
forms of political, diplomatic ,  m i l i t a r y ,  economic, f i n a n c i a l  and 

The United States  Adminis t ra t ion con t inues  to  provide Israel w i t h  a l l  
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t echno log ica l  s u p p o r t .  Such suppor t  enables  t h e  Government i n  T e l  Aviv to 
defy the w i l l  of  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community and to persist i n  its occupat ion  
O f  our lands and its ser ious and danger ous attempts a g a i n s t  our people and our 
n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y ,  as w e l l  as attempts a g a i n s t  our s t r u g g l e  wi th in  our 
occupied t e r r i t o r y  or ou t s ide  it, through a series o f  measures and practices 
such as the conf i sca t ion  and expropr i a t ion  o f  land ,  the expuls ion  of 
i n h a b i t a n t s ,  the s t e a l i n g  o f  water resources  and the es t ab l i shmen t  o f  c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l emen t s .  
re fugee  camps i n  s o u t h  Lebanon through a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l i n g  and air-raids . 
8. Lately,  a new conspiracy has been sur fac ing .  The Tel  Aviv GOvernment, 
supported by t h e  United States, i n s i s t s  on imposing what is c a l l e d  " func t iona l  
d i v i s i o n "  and the bogus c i v i l i a n  admin i s t r a t ion  i n  an e f f o r t  to cover up the 
cause of the people and i n  order to ga in  more t i m e  for the r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  
t r i c k e r y  and deceit. 

Slich measures and practices are a l so  c a r r i e d  o u t  a g a i n s t  our  

9 PS you a re  holding this symposium, our people i n  Lebanon are subjected to 
a campaign aimed a g a i n s t  our i n t e g r i t y  as a people through organized a t tacks  
on the P a l e s t i n i a n  refugee camps i n  B e i r u t  and south Lebanon. While Israel  
commits these  crimes a g a i n s t  the refugee  camps i n  the South, "Amal  gangs", 
supported by e x t e r n a l  par ties, pur sue t he i r  l i q u i d a t i o n  campaign a g a i n s t  our 
re fugee  camps in  B e i r u t .  Mat  is being c u r r e n t l y  carried o u t  is the third 
Campaign a g a i n s t  Sabra, Shatila and wirj el-Barajneh. The f i r s t  was executed 
by the Israelis and their a l l i es ,  and the c u r r e n t  massacres are being executed 
by "Amal gangs" and  t h e  e x t e r n a l  Powers that  suppor t  them to commit CI imes 
a g a i n s t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  re fugee  camps, as  w e l l  a s  a g a i n s t  the peacefu l  
Ubanese  i n  West Bei ru t .  

10 .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I would mention t h a t  when the P a l e s t i n i a n  l e a d e r s h i p  
departed from B e i r u t  i n  1982, the c i t y  was de l ive red  to a mul t ina t iona l  force 
composed o f  U i i t ed  States, French, I t a l i a n  and 8: i t i s h  forces i n  a d d i t i o n  to 
the United Nations observer group established by Secur i ty  Council  r e s o l u t i o n s  
508 (1982) and 509 (1982). The agreement provided t h a t  the refugee  camps 'and  
the fami l i e s  of  the P a l e s t i n i a n  f i g h t e r s  would be protected and adequate  
guarantees  would be secured for their s a f e t y ,  b u t  these commitments have never 
been honoured. I f e e l  it is my duty  here to remind H i S  EKcellency the 
Secretary-General of t h e  United Nations of t h e  above, p a r t i c u l a r l y  that  the 
members of  the observer group are s t i l l  i n  B e i r u t  and consequently it is their 
duty to c a r r y  o u t  the i r  mission i n  any way that  the Secretary-General f i n d s  
possible. T r o o p s  of the Uiited Nat ions In t e r im  Force i n  Lebanon (UNIFIL) are 
s t i l l  i n  s o u t h  Lebanon. 

11. The PLO, the sole and l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people, 
implores you to expound the plight of  our people and to help t h e m  confront  and 
res i s t  these a n n i h i l a t i o n  campaigns. W e  f u r t h e r  beseech p u  to prompt a l l  t h e  
concerned parties to honour their commitments to p r o t e c t  our people and the 
refugee camps, or to enable  t h e  PLO to provide such p ro tec t ion  as w i l l  s ecu re  
the s a f e t y  o f  our people and as w i l l  p reserve  the s e c u r i t y ,  s t a b i l i t y  and 
independence of Lebanon, its te r r i to r ia l  i n t e g r i t y  and t h e  u n i t y  of its people. 

12. W e  are conf ident  that  the symposium you are organizing under the auspices 
of t h e  United Nations is capable o f  c a r r y i n g  t h e  voice  o f  r ight ,  justice and 
humanity to a l l  peace and j u s t i c e  lov ing  peoples i n  the world. 
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Annex I V  

LFX"TER DATEû 11 J U N E  1986 FROM THE MODERATOR OF THE 
SYMPOSIIM 10 THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

W e  , the delegates of non-governmental o rgan iza t ions  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the 
raiited EJations North American Wgional  NaO Symposium on the Question of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  being h e l d  a t  the rniited Nations Headquarters from 11 to 
13 June 1986, caidemn the cont inuing attacks on the P a l e s t i n i a n  camp of 
Sabra, Shatila and Bur] el-Barajneh in  West B e i r u t .  The e s c a l a t i n g  
des t ruc t ion  in  human l i v e s  and property is o f  grave concern to a l l  of u s .  
This assault  can o n l y  be  seen as  a cont inua t ion  o f  t h e  massacre o f  Sabra and 
S ia t i la  committed by the Israeli  and Pha lang i s t  forces in  1982. The t ragedy 
of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  these camps m u s t  c o m e  to an immediate end. 

The d i v i s i o n s  e x i s t i n g  among the Lebanese people and between the Lebanese 
and  P a l e s t i n i a n  people w i l l  o n l y  be deepened by such  a t tacks  and w i l l  o n l y  
further se rve  the goals of  their common enemies. 

The s o l u t i o n  to t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  ques t ion  in  Lebanon m u s t  be addressed as 
an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  a comprehensive peaceful  s o l u t i o n  to the Lebanese c o n f l i c t .  

We call  for the immediate c e s s a t i o n  of h o s t i l i t y  a g a i n s t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  
camps. we rea f f i rm our support  for  the l e g i t i m a t e  rights of  the P a l e s t i n i a n s  
t o  l i v e  in  peace and d i g n i t y  in  Lebanon, inc luding  their r ight  to  r e b u i l d ,  
adminis te r ,  maintain and protect the r e s i d e n t s  wi th in  the camps. 

W e  call upon the Secretary-General to convene an emergency meeting of the 
Secur i ty  Council  îm implement the s ta tement  o f  6 June 1986 (S/18U8) of the 
Pres iden t  o f  t h e  S e a r  i t y  Council concerning t h e  assaul t  on the camps, in  
order to secure an e f f e c t i v e  cease- f i re  and the l i f t i n g  of  the s i e g e  of the 
camps and to guarantee t h e  f r e e  flow o f  r e l i e f  and supp l i e s  to t h e  i nhab i t an t s  
of the camps. 

(Signed) E t h e l  BORN 
Board of Global  M i n i s t r i e s  

United Methodist Church 
Moderator of the Symposium 
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Annex V 

TELEGRAM DATED 1 3  JUNE 1986 FROM THE PARTICIPANTS 
I N  THE SYMPOSIUM TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE OF THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 

W e ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  to the  United Nat ions  North American Regional NGO 
Symposium on t h e  Question o f  P a l e s t i n e  on "The i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People," 11-13 June 1986, r ea f f i rm o u r  recogni t ion  of and support  
to  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  Organiza t ion  (PLO), t h e  sole and legitimate 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t he  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. Our f i n a l  d e c l a r a t i o n  so states our  
commitment t o  " inc reas ing  public awareness of t h e  leg i t imacy o f  t h e  PLO as  t h e  
sole r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, enjoying t h e i r  f u l l  support ,  
s e rv ing  t h e i r  needs and seeking peace wi th  justice". g/ 

Fur the r ,  w e  are resolute i n  our condemnation of  t he  r e c e n t  attacks and 
a t roc i t ies  pe rpe t r a t ed  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  refugee camps of  Sabra,  S h a t i l a  
and Bur j  el-Barejneh. A t  t he  opening of  our  s e s s ion ,  w e  r e g i s t e r e d  an urgent  
appeal wi th  t h e  Secretary-General of t h e  United Nat ions to u s e  h i s  good 
offices to do whatever is necessary to ensure t h e  s e c u r i t y  of the  people i n  
these camps. b/ 

W e  w i l l  cont inue  with our w o r k  on t h i s  immediate concern as part o f  our 
o v e r a l l  e f f o r t s  to achieve justice f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people and thereby 
br ing  peace to the  peoples of the  region. 

N o t e s  

- a/ See paragraph 1 0  (a)  of t h e  p r e s e n t  B u l l e t i n .  

- b/ See annex I V  to  the  p r e s e n t  B u l l e t i n .  
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Annex V I  

TELEGRAM DATED 13 JUNE 1986 FROM THE 
PARTICIPANTS I N  THE SYMPOSIUM 'IO THE 

PRSIDENT OF THE UNITED S T A T S  OF AMERICA 

A s  w e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  un i t ed  Nations North American Regional N a 0  
Symposium on the Question o f  P a l e s t i n e  are consider ing the grave s i t u a t i o n  of 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, inc luding  the deliberate d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  persons and 
property in  the  refugee camps in West B e i r u t  and i n  the occupied terri tories,  
w e  are stunned by and condemn the e s c a l a t i o n  o f  v io l ence  and repress ion  by t h e  
South  African régime a g a i n s t  the people of South Afr ica ,  as w e l l  as by the 
Government o f  Israel and Amal m i l i t i a  a g a i n s t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. W e  urge 
the uni ted States Government to j o i n  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community in  impoçing 
comprehensive sanc t ions  on the Pretoria régime to b r ing  an end to t h e  
in j u s  tices o f  apar  theid. 
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Annex VI1 

NORTH AMERICAN CD-ûRDINATiNG COMMITTEE 

The 1986/1987 membership of  the North American Co-ordinat ing Committee is 
t h e  fol lowing;  

Kay Al-Askar i ( h e r  ican-Arab Anti-Discr imina t ion  C o m m i t t e e )  
A l t e r n a t e :  Ann Legget t  

G a i l  Pressberg (American F r i e n d s  Service C a m m i t t e e )  
A l t e r n a t e :  Norma mwer 

Mary Appelman (Mer ica-Israel Counci l  for ~ s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  Peace) 
Al te rna te :  Cor inne  Whitlatch 

E t h e l  Born (Board of G l o b a l  M i n i s t r i e s ,  Lhited Methodist Church) 

James Kafieh (Canadian Arab F e d e r a t i o n )  

Audrey 9iabbas (NAJDA: Women Concerned About t h e  Middle East) 
Al te rna te :  G a i l  Rathbun 

Adr ien  Wing (Nat iona l  Conference of B l a c k  Lawyers)  

James A. Graff (Near East C u l t u r a l  and Educat iona l  m u n d a t i o n  of Canada (NECEF) 

Ann Talamas (November 29th Committee for P a l e s t i n e )  
A l t e r n a t e ;  Rabab Hadi 

Don Be t2  ( P a l e s t i n e  Human Rights Campaign) 
A l t e r n a t e :   ai Wagner 

Margaret & r  Thomas ( P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, üSA) 
A l t e r n a t e :  Amelia T. Fule  

Eugene Gus N e w p o r t  (US Peace C o u n c i l )  
A l t e r n a t e :  L e w i s  M. MorOX 

Of ficers : 

Chair - E t h e l  Born 
S e c r e t a r y  - Adrien Wing 
Treasurer  - Mary Appelman 
Vice-Cha i r  - James Ka f i e h  
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Annex VI11 

L I S T  O F  PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS 

Non-governmental o rganiza t ions  

Amer ica-Israel Council  for I sr ael i -Pales  t i n  ian Peace 
Amer i can-Ar ab An ti - D i s  cr i m  ina t i o n  C o r n  i t tee 
Amer ican Friends se rv ice  C o m m i t t e e  
American J e w i s h  Al t e rna t ives  to Zionism 
Americans for Middle East Uiderstanding 
Arab P a l e s t i n e  Association of canada 
Associat ion of Arab-Amer ican Univers i ty  Graduates 
Canadian A r a b  Federat ion 
Canada Arab Wor Id Par l iamentary  Group 
Capital District Committee for P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights 
Catholic Near E a s t  Welfare Associat ion 
Chr is t i a n  Peace Confer ence 
Chur ch of  Human i s m  
c l e r g y  and Lai ty  concerned 
C o m m i t t e e  fo r  Academic Freedom i n  the Israeli Occupied lk r r i to r ies  (CAFIOT) 
Federation of American-Arab Organizat ions 
In t e r  na t iona l  Associa t ion  of ïemocr a t ic  lawyers 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J e w i s h  Peace UiiOn 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Wvement for  F r a t e r n a l  Unity Among Races and Peoples 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ûrganiza t ion  for the Eliminat ion o f  A l l  Forms 

Middle East Fellowship o f  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  
Middle East Research and Information P r o j e c t  
M u s l i m  World League 
NAJDA: Women Concerned About the Middle East 
National  Association of Arab Americans 
Nat ional  Confer ence of B l a c k  L a w y e r s  
Nat iona l  Council of Churches  of C h r i s t  in  the USA 
Near E a s t  cu l tura l  and Educational Foundation of Canada (NECEF) 
November 29 th  C o m m i t t e e  for P a l e s t i n e  
P a l e s t i n e  Aid Society 
P a l e s t i n e  Human Rights  Campaign 
Presbyter  ian Chur ch (USA) 
Resource Center for NOn-ViOlenCe 
Servas I n t e r  na t iona l  
mited Holy Land Fund 
United Methodist C h u r c h  - Board of Global Min i s t r i e s  
US Peace counc i l  
Women's C o l l e c t i v e  on the Middle East 
Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Democratic Federation 
Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  League fo r  Peace and Freedom 

of Racial Discr iminat ion (FAFORD) 
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World Association of Former Lhited Nations I n t e r n s  and Fellows 
Wor I d  Mus1 i m  Congr ess 
World Ckganization of Jews from Islamic Countr ies  
Wœld Peace Council  

NGû obse rve r s  

Bapt i s t  world All iance 
Chr is t i a n  Chur  ch (Disc ip les  of Chr is t) 
Commission of the Churches on I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Affairs o f  the tibrld Council  o f  Churches 
I n s t i t u t e  for African Studies  
N e w  Jewish Agenda 
Un itar ian un iver salis t Associa t i o n  for Social concern 

Members and observers  of the C o m m i t t e e  ai the Exercise 
of the Ina l i enab le  Rights o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  People 

H.E. Mr. Massamba Sarré, (Senegal) , head of de lega t ion  
Mr. Wolfgang EMsch (German Democratic W p i b l i c ) ,  m e m b e r  
EiEs. S a v i t r i  Kunadi ( I n d i a ) ,  member 
Mr. Thomason D. Lawson (Sierra Leone), m e m b e r  

Panel is ts 

Gus N e w p o r t ,  myor  of Berkeley, Ca l i fo rn ia ,  Uiited States of America 
Mona Rishmawi, Law i n  the Service of Man 
Amnon Zichroni,  Israel i  Council for I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  Peace 

Fac i l i t a tors  

Else M. Pdjali, Executive to the Lhited Nations, Board of Global M i n i s t r i e s ,  

Deena Hurwitz, Resource Center f o r  NOn-ViOlenCe 
G a i l  P ressberg ,  American Friends Service C o m m i t t e e  
James Zogby , Chai r  , Amer ican-Ar ab I n s  ti tu  te 

United Methodist Church  

States m e m b e r s  of the ün i t ed  Nations 
represented  by observers  

Af Qian is tan 
Alger ia 
Ecuador 
India  
Iraq 
Jor dan 
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Nicaragua 
Senegal 
Sierra Lieone 
Syrian Arab -public 
Ukr a in ian Soviet  Social ist IIiepubîi c 
United Arab Emirates 

Inter gover nmental organizations 

league of Arab States 
Organization of t h e  Islamic Conference 

National l i b e r  at ion movements 

Pa les t ine  Liberation ûrganization 


