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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Four t een th  United Na t ions  Seminar on the Ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  
en t i t l e d  "The i n a l i e n a b l e  r igh ts of t h e  P a l e s  t i n  i a n  people", was h e l d  a t  
United Na t ions  Headquar t e r s ,  New Y o r k ,  on 9 and 10  June 1986, i n  acco rdance  
w i t h  the terms of General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  40/96 B. Four meet ings were 
h e l d  and s i x  p a n e l i s t s  p r e s e n t e d  papers on a selected aspect of the q u e s t i o n  
of Pales t i n e .  

2.  H.E. M r .  Massamba Sarre ( S e n e g a l ) ,  Chairman of t h e  Committee on the 
E x e r c i s e  of the I n a l i e n a b l e  R igh t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People, w a s  Chairman of 
t h e  Seminar and H.E. M r .  George A. Agius (Malta), Rapporteur o f  t h e  Committee, 
was Rapporteur.  H.E. Mr. Oscar Oramas-01iva (Cuba),  Vice-chairman of the 
Committee, acted as Chairman of t h e  Seminar a t  the 3 r d  meet ing.  

I. OPENING STATEMENS 

3 .  The opening s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Seminar,  on 9 June 1986, was a d d r e s s e d  by 
Mr . C a r  1-August F l e i s c h h a u e r  , Under-Secretary-General,  Legal  Counsel  of the 
u n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  on behalf o f  t h e  Sec re t a ry -Genera l .  I n  welcoming t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  Mr. Fle i schhaue r  stated that the convening of the Seminar w a s  
t e s t i m o n y  to the w i l l  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community and  its r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
the u r g e n t  need to f i n d  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n  to  the q u e s t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  which l a y  a t  t h e  hear t  o f  t h e  Middle East c o n f l i c t .  
the involvement i n  the Middle East c o n f l i c t  by the General  Assembly, t h e  
S e c u r i t y  Counci l  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e  u n i t e d  Na t ions  
a t tes ted to  the importance which the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community attached to it. 

The e x t e n t  o f  

4 .  Despite i n t e n s i v e  e f f o r t s  by t h e  u n i t e d  Na t ions  and a number o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  Governments, the search f o r  a p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  the Middle 
East c o n f l i c t  remained e l u s i v e  and the s i t u a t i o n  i n  the r e g i o n  c o n t i n u e d  to be 
u n s t a b l e .  Recent e v e n t s  i n  the Middle East h i g h l i g h t e d  the i n c r e a s i n g  urgency 
of f i n d i n g  a s o l u t i o n  to t h i s  most complex problem. Ever-present  was a threat 
o f  renewed c o n f l a g r a t i o n  which could c a u s e  f u r t h e r  s u f f e r i n g  and create 
a d d i t i o n a l  obstacles to peace. T h a t  had a profound i n f l u e n c e  on the s t a b i l i t y  
o f  the r e g i o n  and,  consequen t ly ,  posed a t h r e a t  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and 
s e c u r  i t y  . 
5.  There  was a wide measure of agreement  i n  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community t h a t  
peace i n  the Middle Fast cou ld  best be ach ieved  through n e g o t i a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  
all par ties concerned and l e a d i n g  to a comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t  i n v o l v i n g  a l l  
aspects of the problem. The General  Assembly had, i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  called for 
t h e  convening of a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East. 
C e r t a i n  Governments had p u t  forward v a r i o u s  proposals to promote the 
n e g o t i a t i n g  process. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  none o f  t h e  above i n i t i a t i v e s  had 
achieved so f a r  the desired r e s u l t s .  It was impor t an t  that ,  d e s p i t e  the 
d i f f i cu l t i e s  encoun te red ,  t h e  peace effor ts  c o n t i n u e  w i t h o u t  l e t - u p  i n  order 
t o  Overcome the c u r r e n t  impasse. 

6 .  H.E. Mr . Massamba Sarre', welcoming t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  recalled the 
importance the Committee on the Exercise of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People attached to  the q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and stressed its 
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commitment to f i n d i n g  a s o l u t i o n  to the problem. H e  gave  a brief a c c o u n t  of 
the Committee's w o r k  and h i g h l i g h t e d  the Committee 's c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e  
informat ion  on the q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  w o u l d  h e l p  to e n s u r e  more 
comprehensive coverage of developments i n  the r e g i o n  and promote p u b l i c  
s u p p o r t  i n  favour of an e q u i t a b l e  and peaceful s o l u t i o n .  &ice a l l  the f a c t s  
sur rounding  the q u e s t i o n  o f  Palest ine were known, the r e s u l t a n t  better 
unders tanding  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  would he lp  to convince even t h o s e  who, so f a r ,  
had been somewhat i n d i f f e r e n t  to  the j u s t  c a u s e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

7. The Committee was convinced t h a t  North American p u b l i c  op in ion  had to be 
mobi l ized ,  a long  w i t h  t h a t  of a l l  t h e  o t h e r  r e g i o n s ,  to make the v o i c e  o f  
r e a s o n ,  t h e  v o i c e  of peace and respect f o r  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t s  i n  world a f f a i r s ,  
better heard. It  had to be mobil ized to e x e r t  a more s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  i n  
t h e  formula t ion  o f  policies c a l c u l a t e d  to e n a b l e  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people  to 
e x e r c i s e  their i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and independence, 
r i g h t s  t h a t  t h e y  had been u n j u s t l y  d e n i e d  for so long .  

8. The wide ly  a t t e n d e d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on the Quest ion of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  h e l d  a t  Geneva i n  1983, recommended t h e  convening o f  an 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle East, under the a u s p i c e s  o f  the 
United Nat ions ,  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on an equal f o o t i n g  of a l l  t h e  parties 
to the Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  Organiza t ion  
(PLO) - as  the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  d i r e c t l y  concerned - t o g e t h e r  wi th  
the United States of America and the union of Soviet Socialist Republ ics .  
S ince  its t h i r t y - e i g h t h  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  General  Assembly had endorsed the idea of 
a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East. I t  had also i n v i t e d  the 
S e c u r i t y  Counci l  and t h e  Secretary-General  to under take  a l l  p r e p a r a t o r y  
measures to  convene the Conference.  By r e s o l u t i o n  40/96 D, the Assembly had 
stressed the u r g e n t  need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i v e  e f f o r t s  by a l l  
Governments i n  order to convene the Conference w i t h o u t  further d e l a y  and for 
t h e  achievement o f  its p e a c e f u l  o b j e c t i v e s .  I t  had also called upon the 
Governments o f  I s rae l  and the United States to  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  
towards the a t t a i n m e n t  of peace i n  the Middle Fast through the aonvening of 
the Conference.  

9 .  S t r o n g l y  suppor ted  by t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  States Members of t h e  United 
Nat ions ,  the Committee f u l l y  endorsed the importance of such a Peace 
Conference and,  as a matter of  p r i o r i t y ,  c o n t i n u e d  to  e x e r t  a l l  efforts to 
promote its e a r l y  convening. The Committee was convinced that this Seminar 
would s t i m u l a t e ,  i n  North America and throughout  the world, an awareness o f  
the facts r e l a t i n g  to the q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and c o n t r i b u t e  towards 
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  would be a b l e  to e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  on their own so i l .  

10. M r .  Zehdi L. T e r z i ,  Permanent Observer of t h e  PLO to the u n i t e d  Nat ions ,  
conveyed a message from H.E. Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman o f  the Execut ive 
C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  PLO and  Commander-in-Chief of t h e  Forces of the P a l e s t i n e  
Revolut ion.  I n  h i s  message, Chairman Arafat thanked the p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  the 
Seminar for their cont inued  e f f o r t s  i n  defence o f  the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people .  
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11. The P a l e s t i n i a n  people had g r e a t  respect f o r  t h e  United Nations which 
embodied i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e g i t i m a c y  and a t  the same t i m e  undertook a l l  
endeavours to  establ ish peace based on justice,  as peace and justice were t h e  
main foundat ions  for t h e  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people and b o t h ,  peace 
and j u s t i c e ,  were comple te ly  i n s e p a r a b l e  and i n d i v i s i b l e .  The United States 
Adminis t ra t ion  persisted i n  its r e j e c t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e g i t i m a c y  and i n  
its r e f u s a l  to abide by r e s o l u t i o n s  adopted by the United Nat ions.  Such 
r e s o l u t i o n s  affirmed t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to 
r e t u r n  to their homes and p r o p e r t y ,  the r i g h t  to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and t h e  
r i g h t  to e s t a b l i s h  its independent  State on its P a l e s t i n i a n  n a t i o n a l  so i l .  A t  
the same t i m e ,  the United States Adminis t ra t ion  main ta ined  its s u p p o r t  to the 
cont inuance  o f  I s r ae l i  occupat ion  and also its s u p p o r t  o f  Israel 's  
e x p a n s i o n i s t  and rac is t  policies a g a i n s t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people  and the Arab 
n a t i o n .  I s rae l ,  suppor ted  by t h e  u n i t e d  Sates, i n s i s t e d  on imposing what was 
called f u n c t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  and a bogus c i v i l i a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  an e f f o r t  to  
cover up t h e  c a u s e  and t h e  people. 

1 2 .  As the Seminar was be ing  h e l d ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  Lebanon were 
subjec ted  to  a campaign aimed a g a i n s t  its i n t e g r i t y  as a people through 
o r g a n i z e d  a t t a c k s  on the P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e  camps i n  B e i r u t  and South 
Lebanon. When the P a l e s t i n i a n  leadership had departed from B e i r u t  i n  1982, 
agreement provided t h a t  the r e f u g e e  camps and the f a m i l i e s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
f i g h t e r s  would be protected and adequate  g u a r a n t e e s  would be secured  for their 
s a f e t y ,  b u t  those commitments had never been honoured. I n  tha t  r e g a r d  t h e  
Secretary-General  o f  t h e  United Nat ions was reminded that  the members of t h e  
u n i t e d  Nat ions  Observer Group were st i l l  i n  B e i r u t  and,  consequent ly ,  it was 
their d u t y  to c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  miss ion  i n  any way that the Secretary-General  
found possible. Troops o f  t h e  u n i t e d  Nat ions  I n t e r i m  Force i n  Lebanon were 
s t i l l  i n  South Lebanon. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community was r e q u e s t e d  to prompt 
t h e  concerned parties to honour their commitments to protect t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people and to provide adequate  means to ensure  their s a f e t y  i n  the r e f u g e e  
camps or to e n a b l e  the PLO t o  provide  such p r o t e c t i o n  that  would s e c u r e  the 
s a f e t y  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  and would p r e s e r v e  the s e c u r i t y ,  s t a b i l i t y  
and independence o f  Lebanon, i ts t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y  and t h e  u n i t y  of its 
people .  

13. The Seminar decided to send a message to Mr. Arafat,  t h a n k i n g  h i m  for h i s  
message (see annex I to  the p r e s e n t  repor t ) .  

1 4 .  
behalf  of the Movement of Non-Aligned C o u n t r i e s ,  H.E. M r .  &car Oramas-Oliva, 
Act ing  Chairman o f  t h e  Special Committee on the S i t u a t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the 
Implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n  on the Grant ing  of Independence to  C o l o n i a l  
Count r ies  and Peoples, H.E. Mr . Guennadi I. Oudovenko, Vice-chairman of t h e  
United Nat ions Special Committee a g a i n s t  Apartheid,  Mr. Mamoudou Kaneaon 
behalf  of t h e  Organiza t ion  o f  Afr ican  Unity,  and Mr. Engin A. Ansay, on b e h a l f  
o f  the Organiza t ion  of the Islamic c o n f e r e n c e .  

The opening s e s s i o n  w a s  also addressed by H. E. Mr . Natara jan  K r  i shnan , on 
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11. PANEL DISCUSSION 

15. A p a n e l  e n t i t l e d  "The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East 
(United Nat ions  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C ) ,  the need f o r  s u c h  a 
Conference,  e f f o r t s  and prospects to promote a s u c c e s s f u l  outcome and  b e n e f i t s  
t h e r e o f  was es tab l i shed  and the fo l lowing  p a r t i c i p a t e d  as p a n e l i s t s :  

H.E. Mr . George Agius, Mr . Ramsey C l a r k ,  Prof .  Rashid Khal id i  
Senator  Heath MacQuarrie, Mr. Jack O ' D e l l ,  P r o f .  Alexei M. Vas i lyev .  

1 6 .  The e x p e r t  members of t h e  p a n e l  a g r e e d  on a summary o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
and the d i s c u s s i o n  on that  topic. The Seminar decided to i n c l u d e  this summary 
i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Pane l  : "The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East (United 
Nat ions  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C ) ,  the need for such a Conference,  
effor ts  and p r o s p e c t s  to promote a s u c c e s s f u l  outcome and b e n e f i t s  thereofm 

17. The Seminar agreed  that  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community needed peace now more 
than ever  so that  it could  devote  i t s e l f  wholehear ted ly  to s o l v i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  
economic and development problems f a c i n g  it and to h a l t i n g  the arms race to  
a v o i d  the danger of another  world c o n f l a g r a t i o n  which would have catastrophic 
effects on the human race. To a c h i e v e  peace it was n e c e s s a r y  to e x t i n g u i s h  
t h e  hotbeds o f  t e n s i o n  t h a t  could  reach dangerous p r o p o r t i o n s  and b r i n g  
mankind to the br ink  of war. The Middle East w a s  undoubtedly one o f  the 
p r i n c i p a l  hotbeds o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s i o n  today. I t  was i m p e r a t i v e ,  
therefore, that  a l l  n a t i o n s ,  under the a u s p i c e s  of the United Nat ions,  address 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  peace i n  t h e  Middle East c o n s i s t e n t l y  and c o n t i n u o u s l y  and 
speak o u t  c o n s t a n t l y  on it u n t i l  peace was achieved .  

18. Although almost 4 0  y e a r s  had passed s i n c e  the u n i t e d  Nat ions Genera l  
Assembly had adopted r e s o l u t i o n  181 (11), which recommended the c r e a t i o n  of  
t w o  States - a n  Arab State and a J e w i s h  State - so f a r  it had been implemented 
o n l y  to the e x t e n t  o f  the c r e a t i o n  of the State of Israel. One of the 
foremost commitments of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community was to e n s u r e  the 
r e s t o r a t i o n  of the r i g h t s  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people ,  i n c l u d i n g  i ts  r i g h t  to 
r e t u r n ,  to  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and to the c r e a t i o n  of its awn independent  State 
i n  P a l e s t i n e .  It was f e l t  that the p r i n c i p l e s  e n u n c i a t e d  by the u n i t e d  
Nat ions  commanded u n i v e r s a l  adherence and should  be suppor ted  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  
w i t h i n  the framework o f  a comprehensive s o l u t i o n  to the Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t .  

19.  The l i t a n y  o f  pa in  and s u f f e r i n g  t h a t  had been exper ienced  and was st i l l  
be ing  exper ienced  by the peoples of the Middle East w a s  w e l l  known. 
Genera t ions  of P a l e s t i n i a n  c h i l d r e n  and their families remained i n  r e f u g e e  
camps dispersed throughout  the r e g i o n .  The s o v e r e i g n t y  of Lebanon had been 
r e p e a t e d l y  v i o l a t e d  by acts o f  m i l i t a r y  a g g r e s s i o n  and the fanning  of i n t e r n a l  
r i v a l r i e s .  The p r i n c i p l e s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  had been trampled under foot 
as armed a g g r e s s i o n  and m i l i t a r y  occupat ion  s e r v e d  as the v e h i c l e  f o r  a 
process  of i l l e g a l  occupat ion  and e x t e n s i o n  of te r r i to r ies  and the sub  j u g a t i o n  
of  t h e  people  l i v i n g  i n  the West Bank and Gaza. A g e n e r a l  climate of 
l a w l e s s n e s s  and v i n d i c t i v e n e s s  had expanded and had been exacerbated by the ~ 

I s rae l1  bombing of t h e  PLO Headquarters a t  Tunis and by t h e  u n i t e d  States 
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m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Libya. The a n t i - t e r r o r  i s m  r h e t o r i c  i n  its e x p r e s s i o n  
by c e r t a i n  po l i t i ca l  leaders was also c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  an i n c r e a s e d  d e n i g r a t i o n  
of Arab States,  Arab people  and e s p e c i a l l y  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

20. The development o f  s c i e n c e  and technology i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  I s rae l ' s  t u r n i n g  
i n t o  a threshold State (or, q u i t e  p o s s i b l y ,  a State tha t  had a l r e a d y  passed 
that  t h r e s h o l d )  i n  the product ion  o f  n u c l e a r  weapons and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
some of its opponents to t u r n  i n  the f u t u r e  i n t o  n u c l e a r  Powers as w e l l ,  t h e  
e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  technology , the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of missiles 
i n t o  the r e g i o n ,  Israel 's  j o i n i n g  t h e  u n i t e d  States "Star Wars" programme - 
a l l  those f a c t o r s  could  have  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  consequences.  

2 1 .  An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Middle East c o n f l i c t  l ed  to t h e  
conclus ion  that  c h i e f  among the root c a u s e s  o f  t e n s i o n ,  v i o l e n c e  and c o n f l i c t  
i n  the Middle East w i t h  a l l  the concomitant  threat of r e g i o n a l  and p o s s i b l y  
g l o b a l  war was the P a l e s t i n i a n  problem. The o n l y  way to  e s t a b l i s h  a j u s t  and 
l a s t i n g  peace i n  the reg ion  was by convening a Peace Conference on the Middle 
E a s t  under the auspices of the United Nat ions and w i t h  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
a l l  par ties concerned,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  PLO, t h e  sole l e g i t i m a t e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people .  

22 .  Defusing t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Middle East was an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
problem r e q u i r i n g  the co-opera t ion  of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. The 
proposal for an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference,  when implemented, c o u l d  s e r v e  
t o  address the problem i n  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  way. The r i g h t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people to e x e r c i s e  f u l l  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  people o f  Lebanon 
to  t e r r i t o r i a l  s o v e r e i g n t y  w i t h  g u a r a n t e e s  a g a i n s t  preemptive s t r ikes  or 
dismemberment, t h e  r i g h t  of Israel  to e x i s t  w i t h i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recognized  
boundar ies ,  the g e n e r a l  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  the arms race i n  the r e g i o n  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  co-opera t ion  towards the economic development of t h e  r e g i o n  - 
those were the i s s u e s  that must be dealt  w i t h .  

23.  The s e t t l e m e n t  o f  the Middle East c o n f l i c t  r e q u i r e d  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  and  
unbiased approach,  t a k i n g  i n t o  account  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  sides; it u r g e n t l y  
needed an a p p r o p r i a t e  mechanism to se t t le  t h a t  c o n f l i c t ,  and  t h e  United 
Nat ions  General  Assembly had a l r e a d y  r e p e a t e d l y  called for the c r e a t i o n  of 
such a mechanism, t h a t  i s ,  for the convening of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference on the Middle East. 

24. I n  tha t  connec t ion ,  it w a s  s t r o n g l y  reaffirmed t h a t  the q u e s t i o n  o f  
P a l e s t i n e  w a s  a t  the core of that  c o n f l i c t ,  which  i t s e l f  was a mul t i - face ted  
problem. Over the y e a r s ,  a broad i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus had been achieved  on 
the n e c e s s i t y  of a comprehensive,  j u s t  and d u r a b l e  s e t t l e m e n t  of the problem, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  of Israeli  forces from terr i tor ies  occupied s i n c e  
1967, the respect f o r  and the acknowledgement o f  t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  
i n t e g r i t y  and po l i t i ca l  independence of e v e r y  State i n  the area and the r i g h t  
t o  l i v e  i n  peace w i t h i n  s e c u r e  and recognized  boundar ies ,  f r e e  from threats  or 
acts of war and, f i n a l l y ,  a j u s t  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  problem based on 
t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  and the e x e r c i s e  of the l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people ,  i n c l u d i n g  i ts  r i g h t  to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  to r e t u r n  and to a State o f  
its own i n  P a l e s t i n e .  That  consensus had been d e f i n e d  i n  the Geneva 
D e c l a r a t i o n  adopted by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on the Quest ion of 
P a l e s t i n e  i n  1983, and had also found r e f l e c t i o n  i n  the decisions o f  many 
0th er i n  ter na t i o n a l  or gan i z  a ti on s . 
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25. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on the Question of P a l e s t i n e  had adopted a 
Declara t ion  and a Programme of Action. The Geneva Declara t ion  l i s t e d  the 
major guiding p r i n c i p l e s  which should govern any concer ted  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a c t i o n  for the purpose of r e s o l v i n g  the ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  Those 
gu ide l ines  included% 

(a) The a t t a inmen t  by the P a l e s t i n i a n  people o f  its l e g i t i m a t e  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r igh ts ,  inc luding  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e t u r n ,  the r i g h t  to 
se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and the r i g h t  to e s t a b l i s h  its own independent State i n  
Pales t i n e ;  

(b)  The r i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organiza t ion ,  the represen-  
t a t i v e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people, to participate on an equal  foo t ing  w i t h  
other parties i n  a l l  efforts, d e l i b e r a t i o n s  and conferences on the Middle East; 

(c) The need to put  an end to Israel 's  occupat ion of the Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s ,  i n  accordance w i t h  the p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  i n a d m i s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
a a q u i s i t i o n  of t e r r i t o r y  by f o r c e ,  and consequent ly ,  the need to secure 
Israel i  withdrawal from the terri tories occupied s i n c e  1967, inc luding  
Jerusalem; 

(d )  The need to oppose and reject such  Israeli  policies and practices i n  
the occupied ter r i tor ies , inc luding  Jerusalem , and any de facto s i t u a t i o n  
created by Israel  as were con t ra ry  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law and r e l e v a n t  un i t ed  
Nations r e s o l u t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the es tab l i shment  o f  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  as those 
P o l i c i e s  and practices c o n s t i t u t e d  major obstacles to the achievement of peace 
i n  the Middle Eas t ;  

(e) The need to r e a f f i r m  as n u l l  and void  a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  measures and a c t i o n s  taken by Israel ,  the occupying Power, 
which had a l t e r e d  or purported to a l te r  the character and s t a t u s  of t h e  Holy 
C i t y  of Jerusalem, inc luding  the expropr i a t ion  of l and  and proper ty  s i t u a t e d  
thereon ,  and i n  particular the so-called "Basic Law" on Jerusalem and the 
proclamation of Jerusalem as the capi ta l  of Israel;  

( f )  The r i g h t  of a l l  States i n  the region to ex i s t ence  wi th in  secu re  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recognized boundaries ,  w i t h  justice and s e c u r i t y  for a l l  the 
people, the s i n e  qua  non of which was the recogni t ion  and a t t a inmen t  o f  t h e  
l e g i t i m a t e ,  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people as s t a t e d  i n  
subparagraph (a) above. 

26. The gu ide l ines  adopted by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on the Question of 
P a l e s t i n e  were important  and r e l e v a n t  i n  order to focus on the c e n t r a l  i s s u e s  
while f u l l y  acknowledging that  the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people remained fundamental to any s o l u t i o n .  They were based on a r ecogn i t ion  
of t h e  ind ispensable  role o f  law i n  achiev ing  t h e  g r e a t e s t  possible measure o f  
justice and s e c u r i t y  for b o t h  I s rae l i s  and P a l e s t i n i a n s .  Law was n o t  on ly  the 
basis of a j u s t  s o l u t i o n ,  b u t  provided the on ly  practical s o l u t i o n .  

27. I n  order to g ive  effect to those g u i d e l i n e s ,  the Conference considered 
that  i t  was e s s e n t i a l  for  an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East 
to be convened, w i t h  the aim of n e g o t i a t i n g  and f i n a l i z i n g  a comprehensive, 
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j u s t  and l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n  of  the Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t ,  inc luding  the r i g h t  of 
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people to se l f -de t e rmina t ion .  It was agreed that  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East should be convened under the 
auspices  of t h e  United Nations,  w i t h  the equal  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of a l l  parties 
d i r e c t l y  involved, inc luding  the PLO, as w e l l  as the uni ted States, the USSR 
and other States concerned. The United Nations,  i n  add i t ion  rn its sac red  
t r u s t  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to the P a l e s t i n i a n  people ,  was eminently s u i t e d  for 
providing an umbrella and a forum for  negot ia t ion  and to f a c i l i t a t e  the 
meeting of a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  to the c o n f l i c t .  

28. 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East i n  i ts  r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C. 
The Assembly reques ted  the Secretary-General,  i n  consu l t a t ion  w i t h  the 
Secur i ty  Counci l ,  u rgent ly  to undertake prepara tory  measures to convene the 
Conference. The necessary con tac t s  had been made by the Secretary-General;  
however, because of the negat ive  view of t w o  coun t r i e s  and the hes i t ancy  of 
others, it had n o t  been possible so far to convene the Conference. The 
General Assembly, i n  r e s o l u t i o n  40/96 D,  reaf f i rmed aga in  its endorsement of 
t h e  call for convening the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the Middle East 
and c a l l e d  upon the Governments of Israel  and the uni ted  States to recons ider  
their p o s i t i o n s  towards the a t t a inmen t  o f  peace i n  the region through the 
convening of  the Conference. 

The General Assembly had endorsed the call for the convening of an 

29. 
towards the se t t l emen t  i n  the Middle East - through an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
conference - was being blocked by Israel and the United States. 
expressed tha t  i f  the Middle East p o l i c y  of the united States was to be i n  
effect t h e  pol icy  of Israel, and i f  there were a growing acceptance that  the 
i n t e r e s t s  and goa l s  of the t w o  c o u n t r i e s  w a s  n o t  merely s i m i l i a r  b u t  
i d e n t i c a l ,  then there was n o t  much prospec t  of e f f e c t i v e  American, r e s t r a i n t  
upon Israel i  extremism or in t rans igence  i n  r e fe rence  to i ts  Arab neighbours or 
its subjec t  P a l e s t i n i a n  populat ion.  

It should be noted,  however, t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  that  sole poss ib l e  road 

The view was 

30. I f  democracy were respec ted ,  why would the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community f a i l  
to follow the mandate of a United Nations vo te  i n  which the rep resen ta t ives  of 
124 na t ions  voted i n  favour of c a l l i n g  for the convening of t h i s  Peace 
Conference? How could the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community have hope for the eff icacy 
of t h e  United Nations Organization i f ,  i n  the face of such  overwhelming 
support, non-par t ic ipa t ion  and non-co-operation of n o t  even a handful  could 
f r u s t r a t e  the w i l l  of t h e  v a s t  major i ty  o f  na t ions  and peoples an Earth? 

31. S o m e  na t ions  who had abs ta ined  and a t  least  one na t ion  that  had voted 
a g a i n s t  the r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  for the convening of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference on the Middle East had given as t h e  reason for  their pos i t i on  t h a t  
w h i l e  any na t ion  or na t ions  p r i n c i p a l l y  involved and a f f e c t e d  re fused  to 
participate, they would not  p re s s  the matter. Such an a t t i t u d e  would make 
t h i s  Organization an i n s t i t u t i o n  where one c o u l d  c o m e  and go as one chose and 
do or say  as one would. 

32. I n  practical  terms, i t  appeared to be maintained that  on ly  what a re  
called direct  nego t i a t ions  were feasible. Separate agreements could n o t  l e a d  
t o  a stable peace because they implied the s t ronger  s ide 's  d i k t a t  over the 
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weaker. The so-called peace process o f  the r e c e n t  past, based as it was on 
bi la te ra l  rather than camprehensive e f f o r t s ,  had f a i l e d  u t t e r l y  to address  the 
d i r e c t l y  related aspects of t h e  r eg iona l  c o n f l i c t .  Condi t ions of  occupation 
in  the Golan Heights ,  the Gaza Str ip ,  the West Bank and Jerusalem had become 
even harsher, and new areas of South  Lebanon had i n  e f f e c t  c o m e  under 
occupat ion.  

33. 
needed special cons idera t ion .  That was the f a c t  that s i n c e  the beginning it 
had fa i led  to involve a c e n t r a l  actor of undoubted importance in  the c o n f l i c t ,  
the P a l e s t i n i a n s  themselves, and their r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  the PLO. Of course ,  
there were many p r e t e x t s  for excluding the P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  involv ing  va r ious  
arguments of detai l .  The p o i n t  there was one of  pr inc ip le :  i f  the o b j e c t i v e  
was a c t u a l l y  to re so lve  the c o n f l i c t  i n  the reg ion ,  and i f  the d i s p o s i t i o n  of 
h i s to r i c  P a l e s t i n e  were the major i s s u e  remaining to be reso lved ,  it was 
imperat ive that one o f  t h e  major concerned parties, the Arab people o f  
P a l e s t i n e ,  be involved on a basis of e q u a l i t y  w i t h  a l l  others. Those who 
sought  to deny t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h i s  people,  t h e  
PLO, must be suspected of t ry ing  to avoid a j u s t  r e s o l u t i o n  of the c o n f l i c t .  

One other important flaw o f  t h e  b i la te ra l  approach of t h e  past few years 

34. For the ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  a m u l t i l a t e r a l  forum would seem to be 
wel l - su i ted  to the r e s o l u t i o n  of key problems, s u c h  as how p a r t i e s  w h i c h  were 
n o t  acceptable to one another as p a r t n e r s  in direct  nego t i a t ions  c o u l d  be 
brought to the table; how a se t t l emen t  a r r i v e d  a t  could be guaranteed to the 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  of  t h e  parties concerned; how to deal s imultaneously w i t h  r e l a t e d  
b u t  d i s t i n c t  ques t ions  such  as other occupied terri tories,  whether Syrian or 
Lebanese; as w e l l  as the ongoing c o n f l i c t  i n  Lebanon, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  its 
reg iona l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  aspects; and how to avoid the possible bias of a 
s ingle-par t y  media tor . 
35. An i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  a United Nat ions,  format l i k e  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference would seem to be ideal for r e s o l u t i o n  of those 
i s s u e s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  for the core i s s u e  of recogni t ion:  no tab ly  the issue 
of  the recogni t ion  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people as a f u l l  p a r t y  to the d i spu te ,  
and as having i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  to n a t i o n a l  s e l f -de t e rmina t ion  i n  its own 
homeland, Pa le s t ine .  The Conference could provide a d ip lomat ic  arena fo r  
P a l e s t i n i a n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  where they  c o u l d  be heard and should be treated 
w i t h  respect. 

36. While the choice of an appropr i a t e  format d i d  n o t  i n  and o f  itself i n s u r e  
success as regards tha t  and the other problems j u s t  d i scussed ,  it would  
c e r t a i n l y  f ac i l i t a t e  it. I n  view of a l l  those cons ide ra t ions ,  an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference under uni ted  Nations auspices seemed m o s t  
app ropr i a t e .  It was hard to see how those issues c o u l d  be set t led i n  any 
other context .  

37. The Conference could work  o u t  genera l  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  se t t l emen t ,  
determine the na tu re  of peace, and establish the p a r t i e s '  o b l i g a t i o n s  to end 
the amfl ic t  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  guarantees  for the se t t l emen t .  Al l  that  called 
for c o l l e c t i v e  dec i s ions  so that agreement was n o t  reached a t  the expense of 
t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t s  or r i g h t s  of any pa r ty  or parties. That was possible 
only  i f  a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the nego t i a t ions .  Natura l ly ,  i n  
some ins tances  there would be a need for b i la te ra l  nego t i a t ions .  
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38. 
the region could n o t  be achieved by m i l i t a r y  means, b u t  had to be a t t a i n e d  by 
peaceful  means through a l e g a l  and p o l i t i c a l  process .  The c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  
posed g r e a t  danger to peace and s e c u r i t y  i n  the area and the world a t  l a r g e  
and required i n t e n s i f i e d  p o l i t i c a l  and d ip lomat ic  e f f o r t s  to init iate a 
process  of nego t i a t ions  as soon as possible for a comprehensive, j u s t  and 
du rab le  se t t l emen t  i n  the Middle East. 

During t h e  years  it had been proven tha t  l a s t i n g  peace and s e c u r i t y  i n  

39. The Seminar was appraised of t h e  po l i cy  of t h e  USSR towards a Middle East 
s e t t l e m e n t ,  as reiterated a t  the r e c e n t  Congress of the Communist P a r t y  of the 
Sovie t  Union which had proposed a comprehensive system o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s e c u r i t y ,  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of which should be a j u s t  poli t ical  se t t l emen t  of 
r eg iona l  c o n f l i c t s .  There was an urgent  need i n  the Middle East to respect 
uncondi t iona l ly  the sovereign r i g h t  of every people to choose the paths and 
forms of its own developnent; to formulate ideas and measures aimed a t  
bu i ld ing  confidence among the States of the region; and to establish e f f e c t i v e  
guarantees  a g a i n s t  aggression and of t h e  i n v i o l a b i l i t y  o f  f r o n t i e r s .  
than anywhere else, there was an urgent  need to work o u t  and adopt e f f e c t i v e  
measures to pu t  an end to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  terrorism in  a l l  its forms. There was 
a need to put  an end to the promotion of racial ,  n a t i o n a l  or r e l i g i o u s  
exclusiveness  or d iscr imina t ion  a g a i n s t  any people on that basis. 

More 

40. Peace i n  the Middle East could n o t  be achieved by means of p e r  
politics, through the imposit ion upon the parties in  the c o n f l i c t  of a w i l l  
that was a l i e n  to t h e m .  The s o l u t i o n  to the problem had to be pol i t ical  and 
comprehensive and take i n t o  account the i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  the peoples in  the 
region.  

41 .  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community as w e l l  as s e v e r a l  major intergovernmental  
o rgan iza t ions  had expressed their s t r o n g  support for the hold ing  of t h e  
Conference to be a s i g n i f i c a n t  factor and testimony to the v i t a l  importance of 
such a Conference. It  hoped that  a l l  t h o s e  i n  suppor t  of t h e  Conference, and 
that w a s  the overwhelming major i ty  of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community, would u n i t e  
to Overcome the obstacles posed by the r e f u s a l  of Israel and the United States 
to agree  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  such a Conference. It was the r e f u s a l  of those t w o  
States a lone  that  obs t ruc t ed  the progress  desired by t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
comun i t y  . 

The Seminar regarded the fact t h a t  the major i ty  o f  States in  the 

42 .  
and t ime l ines s  to the need for the hold ing  o f  an  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices  of t h e  un i t ed  Nations. 
However, obstacles still remained which prevented the holding of the 
Conference. 
e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e c u r i t y  were involved. 

Developnents i n  the Middle East i n  r e c e n t  yea r s  had given special urgency 

Every effor t  should  be made to overcome those obstacles, 

43. 
a t t a i n a b l e  through nego t i a t ions  provided that a l l  the p a r t i e s  to  the problem 
participated a c t i v e l y  and there e x i s t e d  the necessary  political w i l l .  
proposal  for the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference provided s u c h  an oppor tun i ty  
and was the most v i a b l e  mechanism to es t ab l i sh  the process  for ensur ing  a 
l a s t i n g  peace i n  the Middle East. 

The t i m e  was ripe to move forward i n  a peace process. Genuine peace was 

The 
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I I I CONCLUS IONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

44. The Seminar agreed on the fol lowing conclus ions  and recommendations. 

45. Despite i n t e n s i v e  e f f o r t s  by the wnited Nations the  search for  a peaceful 
se t t l emen t  of the Middle East c o n f l i c t  remains e l u s i v e  and the s i t u a t i o n  in  
the region cont inues  to be unstable .  &cent  events  i n  the Middle East 
h i g h l i g h t  the inc reas ing  urgency of f i n d i n g  a s o l u t i o n  to this most complex 
problem. Delays only  prolong the p l i g h t  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and 
encourage acts of v io l ence .  Ever p r e s e n t  is a threat of renewed conf l ag ra t ion  
w h i c h  could cause f u r t h e r  s u f f e r i n g  and create a d d i t i o n a l  obstacles to peace. 
T h i s  has a profound inf luence  on the s t a b i l t y  o f  t h a t  reg ion  and, 
consequent ly ,  poses a threat to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e c u r i t y .  

4 6 .  The Seminar, concerned over the dangerous s i t u a t i o n  in  t h e  Middle East 
w h i c h  has  been aggravated by repeated acts of a l l  forms of terrorism, 
e s p e c i a l l y  State terrorism, is profoundly convinced tha t  the v i t a l  i n t e r e s t s  
of the peoples of that reg ion ,  as w e l l  as i n t e r e s t s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  
as a whole, u r g e n t l y  dictate the need for the speediest a t t a inmen t  of a 
comprehensive, j u s t  and l a s t i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  of the Middle East c o n f l i c t ,  of 
which the ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e  is the core, on the basis o f  r e l e v a n t  United 
Nations r e s o l u t i o n s  and under its auspices. 

47. While s t renuous  attempts have been made to f i n d  a s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  the region is f u r t h e r  complicated by Israel ' s  a c t i o n s  i n  the occupied 
territories. 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people cont inues  to deteriorate. Israeli  policies of i l l e g a l l y  
maintaining Jewish  se t t l emen t s  and c o n f i s c a t i n g  Arab-owned lands  i n  the 
occupied P a l e s t i n i a n  terri tories cont inue.  They are accompanied by measures 
designed to s t i f l e  a l l  forms of political, c u l t u r a l ,  social and economic 
express ion  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. Actions to s t r eng then  c o n t r o l  Over most 
aspects of l i f e ,  w i t h  the o b j e c t i v e  o f  o b s t r u c t i n g  t h e  s e l f - g e n e r a t i n g  
development o f  the occupied terr i tor ies  and to tu rn  t h e m  i n t o  a dependent 
e n t i t y  aiming a t  its f i n a l  absorp t ion  and annexat ion,  cont inue .  These 
policies are i n  d i r e c t  cont ravent ion  o f  un i ted  Nations r e s o l u t i o n s  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law and lead on ly  to the exacerba t ion  of tens ion  in  the area, 
f u r t h e r  h inder ing  attempts to f i n d  a peacefu l  s o l u t i o n .  

The s i t u a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of the 

48.  The Seminar affirms that the problem of t h e  e x e r c i s e  of the i n a l i e n a b l e  
r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people remains the core of the c o n f l i c t  i n  the 
Middle East and that  no comprehensive, j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  the reg ion  
can be achieved wi thout  the f u l l  e x e r c i s e  of those r i g h t s ,  inc luding  the r i g h t  
to r e t u r n ,  to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and to create their awn independent State,  
and w i t h o u t  the complete withdrawal of Israel  from Arab territories occupied 
s i n c e  1967. It f u r t h e r  reaffirms that the P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  Organizat ion 
is the sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. The 
s e t t l e m e n t  of t h i s  p r o b l e m  remains a cont inous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  United 
Nations.  

49. Those States Members of t h e  united Nations who do n o t  suppor t  the 
a t t a inmen t  by the P a l e s t i n i a n  people of their i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  United States and Israel ,  s h o u l d  recons ider  their p o s i t i o n s  towards the 
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s o l u t i o n  to the problem. The best way to e s t a b l i s h  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace 
in  the Middle East is by convening the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the 
Middle East under the auspices  o f  t h e  united Nations and w i t h  the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned, inc luding  the P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  
Organizat ion,  i n  accordance w i t h  united Nations General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
38/58 C. 

50. The Conference should be convened w i t h o u t  p recondi t ions  and its 
proceedings should be conducted i n  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  sp i r i t .  The aim of the 
Conference should be a comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t  encompassing a l l  aspects of 
the Middle East c o n f l i c t .  The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  the United States and the 
Sovie t  Union in  the Conference is e s s e n t i a l .  A l l  States should endeavour to 
persuade the united States to  reconsider  its c u r r e n t  pos i t i on  towards the 
convening of the Conference. An appeal should be made to the united States to 
j o i n  other na t ions  i n  convening the Conference. 

51. The Seminar is of t h e  view that there is no o ther  s e r i o u s  avenue to a 
r e s o l u t i o n  of  the Middle East c o n f l i c t  except  wi th in  the con tex t  of an 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference as c a l l e d  for  by t h e  General Assembly, where 
the numerous complex and i n t e r r e l a t e d  aspects of this c o n f l i c t  could be 
addressed. I n  view of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  b i la te ra l  approaches resulted on ly  i n  
cont inuing warfare and occupat ion,  the suspic ion  m u s t  be s t r o n g  that those 
opposing t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference do so because they  p lace  other 
p r i o r i t i e s  before the achievement of peace in  the Middle E a s t .  

52.  The Committee on the Exercise  of the Ina l i enab le  Rights of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People has an important  role to p lay  in  promoting the idea of 
convening the Conference. I n  gene ra l ,  t h e  Seminar recommends the 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of the political and d ip lomat ic  e f f o r t s  by a l l  concerned for 
reaching  a comprehensive, j u s t  and durable  se t t l emen t  of t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  the 
Middle E a s t .  

53. Every e f fo r t  should  be made to inf luence  pub l i c  opinion throughout the 
world through the use of the media. I n  that connect ion,  the mited Nations 
s h o u l d  make  a d d i t i o n a l  efforts to disseminate  factual and up-to-date 
information on the ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  as one o f  the major con t r ibu t ions  to 
the achievement of a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  to the problem of P a l e s t i n e  on the basis of 
the a t ta inment  by the P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  P a l e s t i n e  of their i n a l i e n a b l e  
r i g h t s .  The Committee on the Exercise  o f  the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights of  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People and the Division for P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights of the Secretariat 
have an important  role in  such disseminat ion of  information.  Furthermore, t h e  
Department of Pub l i c  Information o f  the United Nations should make every 
e f for t  to ensure  that accurate information on the ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  
r ece ives  the w i d e s t  possible disseminat ion.  
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Annex I 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARTICIPANTS I N  THE SEMINAR 
10 THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 

PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 

The Fourteenth united Nations Seminar on the Question of P a l e s t i n e ,  
meeting a t  United Nations Headquarters on 9 and 10 June  1986, wishes  to 
express  its apprec ia t ion  for  your kind message conveyed to the Seminar a t  i ts 
opening se s s ion .  The Seminar a f f i rms  its strong suppor t  for the j u s t  cause o f  
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and its sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  the P a l e s t i n e  
Libera t ion  Organization. The Seminar also a f f i r m s  that  the problem of t h e  
e x e r c i s e  of the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people remains the core 
of t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  the Middle East and that  no comprehensive, j u s t  and l a s t i n g  
peace in  the region can be achieved w i t h o u t  the f u l l  e x e r c i s e  of those r i g h t s ,  
inc luding  t h e  r i g h t  to r e t u r n ,  to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and to create their awn 
independent State, and without  the complete withdrawal o f  Israel from Arab 
territories occupied s i n c e  1967. The best way to e s t a b l i s h  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  
peace in  the Middle East is by convening the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on 
t h e  Middle East under the auspices  o f  t h e  un i t ed  Nations and with the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of a l l  par t ies concerned, inc luding  the P a l e s t i n e  Libera t ion  
Organizat ion,  i n  accordance w i t h  u n i t e d  Nations General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
38/58 C. 
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