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INTRODUCTION 

I n  pursuance of General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  40/96 B o f  12 December 1985, 
t h e  t h i r d  Ulited Nat ions EXlropean Regional  NGO Symposium on the Ques t ion  of 
P a l e s t i n e  was h e l d  a t  the Vienna I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C e n t r e ,  Austria, from 30 June  
to 1 J u l y  1986. The theme o f  the symposium was "The i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people". Thirty-foUK NGOs participated i n  the symposium as  w e l l  
as 15 o b s e r v e r s .  

The meet ing was opened by t h e  Rapporteur of the Canmit tee  on t h e  E x e r c i s e  
o f  the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  People and head o f  the Committee 
d e l e g a t i o n ,  Mr. George Agius. I n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  the Rapporteur s t r e s s e d  t h e  
importance o f  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  adopted a t  the Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO Meeting 
on t h e  Q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e ,  h e l d  a t  Geneva from 9 to 12 September 1985, i n  
its s u p p o r t  for the convening o f  a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on the 
Middle East. 

I n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  on b e h a l f  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  Organiza t ion  
(PID) ,  M. Zehdi L. T e r z i ,  Permanent Observer o f  the PLO to the Ul i ted  
N a t i o n s ,  u n d e r l i n e d  the importance o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  meet ing  focused on mrope 
and the s u p p o r t  that  the g r a s s  roots o r g a n i z a t i o n s  showed by b r i n g i n g  the 
message across through p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s  , trade unions and o t h e r  groups.  Their 
aim, h e  said,  was to r e s o l v e  the root c a u s e  o f  the problem i n  the Middle East , 
by e n a b l i n g  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people to e x e r c i s e  its i n a l i e n a b l e  r igh ts  i n  
P a l e s t i n e  and t h u s  h e l p  f i n d  a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  to the q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  . 

PANEL DISCUSS ION 

MK. Erwin Lanc, former Federal Minis te r  f o r  Foreign Affairs of A u s t r i a ,  
i n  h i s  opening s t a t e m e n t ,  e x p l a i n e d  t ha t  h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  the Middle 
East is based on its g e o g r a p h i c a l  a f f i n i t y  and  h i s t o r i c a l  l i n k s  w i t h  that 
reg ion  and on the c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  Europe 's  s e c u r i t y  c o u l d  n o t  be s e p a r a t e d  
from e v e n t s  i n  the Middle East. I n  1979, h e  cont inued ,  former Chancel lor  
Bruno Kreisky of A u s t r i a ,  s p e a k i n g  before t h e  General Assembly, had expressed 
the fo l lowing  basic facts on which any s e t t l e m e n t  o f  the Middle East problem 
s h o u l d  be  based: 

( a )  The State of Israel  is a r e a l i t y  and h a s  the r i g h t  to be recognized  
a s  such  and the r i g h t  to e x i s t  w i t h i n  safe and s e c u r e  borders; 

(b )  The e x i s t e n c e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people is also a r e a l i t y .  L i k e  
every  other people, the P a l e s t i n i a n  people h a s  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the 
r i g h t  t o  its own State; 

(c) The PLO r e p r e s e n t s  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people: those who want to t a l k  
w i t h  the P a l e s t i n i a n s  w i l l  t h u s  have to s p e a k  w i t h  the PLO; 

( d )  U s e  of force is n o t  a l e g i t i m a t e  means for  the a c q u i s i t i o n  of 
t e r r i t o r y .  Israel  must therefore w i t h d r a w  f r o m  the occupied  t e r r i to r ies .  
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Israel 's  s e c u r i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  to Mr. Idnc ,  c o u l d  n o t  be safeguarded by t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n  of Arab terr i tor ies  i n c l u d i n g  &st Jerusa lem.  No p e a c e f u l  
s o l u t i o n ,  which s h o u l d  be based on the p r i n c i p l e  of "peace for land",  c o u l d  be 
reached w i t h o u t  t a l k s  between those d i r e c t l y  cancerned,  the P a l e s t i n i a n s  and 
I s rae l ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  the c o n s e n t  of the r e g i o n a l  Pawers or the two 
super-Powers. Therefore, h i s  c o u n t r y  was i n  favour of the idea o f  a n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference  on the Middle East under the a u s p i c e s  of t h e  
u l i t e d  Nations.  A u s t r i a  b e l i e v e d  that  several rounds of informal  
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  between the i n t e r e s t e d  parties had to precede t h e  conference .  A 
c a r e f u l  approach was i n d i s p e n s a b l e  and the p r e p a r a t o r y  t a l k s  should be as  
f l e x i b l e  a s  possible, e s p e c i a l l y  as far as  the p a r t i c i p a n t s  were concerned.  A 
greater d e g r e e  of u n i t y  w i t h i n  the PLO and the Arab w o r l d  would imp-ove their  
p o s i t i o n s  for f u t u r e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  

S i n c e  1982, h e  affirmed, there had n o t  been a n y  diplomatic m o v e .  A r a b  
c o u n t r i e s  should c o m e  u p  w i t h  n o t  o n l y  po l i t i ca l  d e c l a r a t i o n s  b u t  w i t h  
c o n c r e t e  proposals t h a t  would e n a b l e  other c o u n t r i e s  to a c t  (such as  t h e  
European Economic Community). 

He  concluded by s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  an a c t i v e  A r a b  peace p o l i c y  was needed,  
for it would s h o w  the Arab w o r l d  tha t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people had a greater 
number of friends i n  Europe and t h e y  were a l l  p r e ~ r e d  to w o r k  towards an 
e q u i t a b l e  and p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  of the c o n f l i c t .  

* * *  

Michele A c h i l l i ,  Chairman of the I n s t i t u t e  for Development S t u d i e s  i n  
Milan,  focused on the d i f f e r e n c e s  of o p i n i o n  between c e r t a i n  European States 
and the Ulited States on the r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Arab c o u n t r i e s  which are 
determined by the P a l e s t i n i a n  i s s u e .  m r o p e a n  m u n t r  ies, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
southern  f l a n k  of NATO, also had a d i f f e r e n t  approach on terrorism and the 
l o g i c s  of r e t a l i a t i o n .  Those c o u n t r i e s  had a v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  a j u s t  and 
l a s t i n g  peace i n  the Mediterranean and  had the fo l lowing  r e a s o n s  to f i n d  a 
s o l u t i o n  of t h i s  problemt 

( a )  The  c r e a t i o n  of a p r i v i l e g e d  r e l a t imsh ip  w i t h  the whole A r a b  world; 

(b) The e l i m i n a t i o n  of the i n s t a b i l i t y  of the r e g i o n ,  which is one of 
t h e  e lements  of the inter-Arab c o n f l i c t ;  

(c) The c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the growth and  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of the bbvement of 
Non-Aligned C o u n t r i e s ,  which could  i n c r e a s e  their po l i t i ca l  weight .  

If Europe wanted to s u r v i v e  a s  a po l i t i ca l  e n t i t y  i n  the f u t u r e ,  it 
should  promote nor th-south r e l a t i o n s  rather than  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between the t w o  super-Powers and i t se l f .  

According to h i m ,  the inter-Arab c o n f l i c t  w a s  d e e p l y  rooted i n  the 
European c o l o n i a l i s t  s t r a t e g y  of d i v i d i n g  i n  order to dominate more e a s i l y .  
The  Camp D a v i d  accords, h e  c o n t i n u e d ,  had f u r t h e r  deepened the r i f t  between 
t h e  Arab c o u n t r i e s .  
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European u n c e r t a i n t y  and l a c k  of d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w a s  a u s e f u l  a l i b i  f o r  
t h o s e  i n  Vbshington who had dec ided  on d i f f e r e n t  o p t i o n s .  It was also a weak  
p o i n t  for  those who would l i k e  to see a change i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  American 
politics i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  b u t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p o r t .  

Resolving the P a l e s t i n i a n  problem could  be a n  e s s e n t i a l  factor i n  the 
r e v i v a l  of t h e  po l i t i ca l  weight  of mrope, w h i c h ,  apar t  frcm the Venice 
D e c l a r a t i o n ,  had n o t  taken s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  towards the 
r e c o g n i t i m  of t h e  PLO as  the legal r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 
On the c o n t r a r y ,  the PLO leadership was weakened p r e c i s e l y  because Yasser 
A r a f a t  had n o t  found rea l  i n t e r l o c u t o r s  for h i s  peace p o l i c y .  

European p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  h e  c o n t i n u e d ,  was o f t e n  ahead of the Governments 
i n  its s u m r t  f o r  the s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. He was o f  t h e  
o p i n i o n  that  the o n l y  way to overcome the pol i t ica l  impasse was by convening 
a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  a l o n g  the l i n e s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  Geneva 
D e c l a r a t i o n  on  P a l e s t i n e  o f  September 1983. The NGOs should s tep up their 
informat ion  and  e d u c a t i o n  campaigns to  s t i m u l a t e  p u b l i c  op in ion  towards new 
forms of s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  the s t r u g g l e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

* * *  

bt. V i n o g r a d w ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  Foreign A f f a i r s  of the Russian S o v i e t  
F e d e r a t i v e  Socialist R e p l b l i c ,  s t a t e d  that  it was appropriate on the part  of 
the Comnit tee  on the Exercise of the I n a l i e n a b l e  Rights  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
People to appeal to  European publ ic  opin ion  s i n c e  those  States p l a y  a major 
role i n  world p o l i t i c s  and  had a special r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  the Middle East 
both i n  world h i s t o r y  and i n  c u r r e n t  politics. 

H e  f u r t h e r  stated that Western European c o u n t r i e s ,  to a c e r t a i n  degree, 
were to blame f o r  the state of war i n  t h e  Middle East because their  
involvement had n o t  been e q u a l  to their po l i t i ca l  weight.  The m a j o r i t y  o f  
European States had v o t e d  f o r  the P a r t i t i o n  P l a n  and  therefore for the 
c r e a t i o n  o f  two S t a t e s  - an Arab S t a t e  and a Jewish State. They should  
therefore bear t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  P l a n  to enable  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people to  a o q u i r e  their awn statehood. 

Unl ike  t h e  United States,  ]Furope was n o t  s e e k i n g  to  e s t a b l i s h  a m i l i t a r y  
presence  i n  the Middle East. The m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  of the r e g i o n  by " f o r e i g n e r s  
f r a n  faraway places" d i d  n o t  s e r v e  the i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  Europeans s i n c e  it led  
to i n s t a b i l i t y  i n  r e g i o n s  d i r e c t l y  a d j a c e n t  to Europe. 

Europe should  s t r i v e  to stop the reckless arms race, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  in  
o u t e r  space.  Israel ,  h e  added,  had become a " m i l i t a r y  and strategic partner" 
of t h e  United States and was also involved i n  the "star wars" programme. The 
European n a t i o n s ,  Mt-. Vinogradov c o n t i n u e d ,  should  be e q u a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  the 
humani ta r ian  aspect concern ing  t h e  A r a b  people of P a l e s t i n e .  

Consequent ly ,  from the h i s t o r i c ,  economic, pol i t ical ,  m i l i t a r y ,  l e g a l  and 
humani ta r ian  p o i n t s  o f  view,  it was the d u t y  of the European States to make  a n  
impor tan t  and p o s s i b l y  d e c i s i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  r e a c h i n g  a Middle East 
s e t t l e m e n t .  
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Mr. Vinogradov affirmed that  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people would n o t  r e s i g n  
themselves to their  p l i g h t  and tha t  Israel should  no t  expect the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people to g ive  up their f i g h t  or to  so lve  the c o n f l i c t  through separate deals 
or even through m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n .  

The Sovie t  UIion s tood f o r  an e a r l y ,  j u s t  and l a s t i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  the 
Middle East. Its p o s i t i o n  was based on the p r i n c i p l e  of the i n a l t n i s s i b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  a a q u i s i t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  by f o r c e ,  on the a t t a i n m e n t  o f  the l e g i t i m a t e  
r i g h t s  of the Arab people of P a l e s t i n e ,  independent e x i s t e n c e  and 
se l f -de t e rmina t ion ,  and the s e c u r e  e x i s t e n c e  of a l l  States i n  the reg ion ,  
including Israel .  And the way t o  achieve  a Middle East se t t l emen t  would be t o  
convene a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference ,  under the auspices of the t b i t e d  Nat ions,  
tai lored on the p a t t e r n  of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference of the Ques t ion  of 
P a l e s t i n e  and based on the Geneva Declara t ion  of 1983, adopted a t  that  
con f er ence . 

As Mikhael Gorbachev said,  our age needed a new way o f  t h ink ing  i n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  geared towards the fu ture .  I n  h i s  op in ion ,  European 
States s h o u l d  encourage peace by e x e r c i s i n g  inf luence  in  their blocs and 
a l l i a n c e s  and promote the proposed m i t e d  Nations approach. 

H e  concluded by say ing  t h a t  Europe could and should e n s u r e  peace, both a t  
home and abroad, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the Middle East. 

* * *  

I n  h i s  c los ing  s ta tement  Mr. Ceorge Agius, head o f  the Committee 
d e l e g a t i o n ,  s t r e s s e d  the importance o f  t h e  work c a r r i e d  o u t  by the workshops 
designed to  broaden the basis for  the understanding and support for  the 
P a l e s t i n e  ques t ion  i n  Europe. 
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Annex I 

DECLARATION ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN REGIONAL 
NGO SYMPOSIUM ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

1. W e ,  the f i r s t  Ulited Nations European Regional NCO Symposium on t h e  
Question of P a l e s t i n e ,  express  our  thanks to the U n i t e d  Nations Committee on 
the Brercise of the Ina l i enab le  R i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People and the 
Division for P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights for their great efforts,  w i t h o u t  w h i c h  this 
meeting would not  have been poss ib l e .  W e  a re  honoured by the presence o f  the 
members and observers  of the Committee. We are also honoured by the presence 
o f  the d i s t ingu i shed  speakers and p a n e l i s t s  who eminently set  t h e  tone and the 
theme of the Symposium a t  o u r  opening sess ion .  

2. W e  recognize the historic l i n k s  between Europe and the Middle East and 
that the s e c u r i t y  of Europe cannot be separa ted  from the s e c u r i t y  o f  the 
Middle Eas t .  We recognize,  too, tha t  the r i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to 
se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and self-government i n  its awn independent State is not  
on ly  a c e n t r a l  requirement for peace and s e c u r i t y ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  for j u s t  and 
durable peace between Israel and its Arab neighbours,  bu t  is also i n  f u l l  
accord w i t h  one of the most fundamental p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  Charter of the 
U n i t e d  Nations. 

3. We f u l l y  uphold the Geneva Declarat ion on P a l e s t i n e  adopted on 
7 September 1983 by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on the Question o f  
P a l e s t i n e  g/ and w e  f u l l y  uphold General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C o f  
13  December 1983, w h i c h  calls for  the convening of a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference on the Middle East, to include r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a l l  concerned 
peoples and States. We are aware that w o r l d  peace, as w e l l  a s  the human and 
c i v i l  r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people,  have been set back by the 
non-implementation of the Declarat ion and General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C ,  
and w e  are  convinced that non-implementation is the r e s u l t  of obs t ruc t ion  by 
the Governments o f  the United States and Israel. 

4. We confirm abso lu te ly  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus that  the P a l e s t i n e  
Libera t ion  Organization (PW) is the sole l eg i t ima te  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people in  its j u s t  s t r u g g l e  for its i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s .  Noting 
the support  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people for the PLO, w e  r,eject the idea that 
anyone other than the P a l e s t i n i a n  people can decide who should r e p r e s e n t  t h a n ,  
a l l  the m o r e  so as  the f i r s t  implementation of any people ' s  r i g h t  to  
se l f -de t e rmina t ion  is the choice of its own rep resen ta t ion .  

5. Accordingly, we call  on a l l  European Governments that  do no t  recognize the 
PLO to  do so. Equally,  w e  call upon a l l  European Governments to  suppor t  the 
convening of a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference and t o  work for the r e a l i z a t i o n  
of such  a Conference as  a t o p  p r i o r i t y .  

6 .  W e  view w i t h  g rave  concern the l a w  proposed by the Israeli  Government that  
would make  any meeting between a n  Israeli  c i t i z e n  and a member of the PLO 
p ln i shab le  by three yea r s '  imprisonment. W e  ca l l  upon the Israel i  Government 
to  drop immediately that proposed l a w  and we call  upon a l l  European 
Governments to e x e r t  their inf luence  on the Israeli Government to do so. 
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7.  The purpose o f  our meeting w a s  to develop practical means for European 
NG- t o  work  to encourage their Governments i n  those p o l i c i e s .  Cur primary 
w o r k  was conducted i n  workshops and we a f f i r m  their conclusions as amended 
below. 

8 .  The Symposium agrees  w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  workshop on C i v i l  and Human 
Rights (see annex 11), which addressed the common o b j e c t i v e  o f  advancing 
p u b l i c  knowledge o f  Israel i  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s  and emphasized 
t h a t  the case m u s t  be sharp ly  and e x p e r t l y  presented  i n  order to a t t r a c t  
a t t e n t i o n .  

9.  The v i o l a t i o n  o f  human r i g h t s  i n  the occupied territories c l e a r l y  evokes 
the v i o l a t i o n s  o f  human rights i n  Sou th  A f r i c a ,  which have been unanimously 
condemned by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c  opinion.  

10. At ten t ion  should be focused on s p e c i f i c  areas and cases r a t h e r  than on 
gener a l i z a t i o n s  . 
11. A resource  pool o f  information should be created i n  t h e  European region , 
with one o rgan iza t ion  a c t i n g  a s  the  c e n t r a l  c l e a r i n g  house for  information. 

12 .  The Symposium agrees  w i t h  the r e p o r t  o f  t h e  workshop on Information and 
Media that 1987 w i l l  mark the a n n i v e r s a r i e s  o f  important  events  i n  the h i s t o r y  
o f  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  Middle East. They are: (a)  40 yea r s  s i n c e  t h e  adopt ion o f  
the General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  on the p a r t i t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e ;  b/ (b) 20 yea r s  
s i n c e  t h e  Israeli aggress ion  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  the occupat ion ,  which oont inues ,  
of the West Bank, the Gaza S t r ip ,  East J e r u s a l e m  and the  Colan Heights; and 
(c) 5 yea r s  s i n c e  t h e  Israel i  aggress ion  a g a i n s t  Lebanon. 

emphasized the need for a c t i o n  to be co-ordinated i n  pub l i c i z ing  those i s sues .  

13. 
a t t e n t i o n  should be given t o  address ing  par l iamentar ians  , government 
officials,  t r a d e  unions and also tourists v i s i t i n g  t h e  Middle East. 
Additional a t t e n t i o n  should be directed t o  schoo l s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  churches 
and the media. 

The workshop 

I n  advancing understanding of the P a l e s t i n i a n  s i t u a t i o n ,  special 

1 4 .  The S y m p o s i u m  agrees  w i t h  the r e p o r t  o f  the workshop on Developaent, 
S o l i d a r i t y  and Rel ie f  that development projects , r e l i e f  programmes and 
humanitar ian s e r v i c e s  are i n  themselves means for b u i l d i n g  popl la r  suplport and 
a f f i rming  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  he lp ing  it to  s u r v i v e  on 
its own land. 

15.  Publ ic  opinion must be drawn tm the need for  projects to create 
employment and to b u i l d  an economic and social i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  the occupied 
te r r  itor ies. 
the i s s u e  of Israel i  oppression.  youth exchange programmes, i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
seminars  and sponsorsh ip  o f  c h i l d r e n  should be developed. 

Solidar i t y  must be demonstrated by educa t ing  pub l i c  opinion on 

16. Ce r t a in  s p e c i f i c  dangers must be avoided such a s  a c t i n g  i n  c h a r i t y  
i n s t e a d  of i n  s o l i d a r i t y ,  i n t e rven ing  i n d i v i d u a l l y  i n s t e a d  of c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  
and j eopa rd iz ing  the  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to  maintain its own 
cOmmun i t y  . 
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17. The Symposium agrees  with the report o f  the workshop on I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Peace Cbvenents i n  e s p e c i a l l y  unde r l in ing  the importance o f  a s s o c i a t i n g  t h e  
European peace movements with achieving a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  
Peace i n  t h e  Middle Eas t .  There is a common concern over nuclear  r i s k  and t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  of t ens ion  i n  the Mediterranean area, from whicfi co-operat ion can be 
developed between European peace movements and NGOs concerned w i t h  the 
ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  

18. 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference o f  the Year o f  Peace to  be held a t  Copenhagen i n  
October 1986 and the European nuclear  disarmament convent ion,  to be he ld  i n  
the  Lhited Kingdom of Great & i t a i n  and Northern I r e l a n d  i n  the summer of 1987. 

Oppor tuni t ies  to do so are  e s p e c i a l l y  presented  by the forthcoming 

19 .  F i n a l l y ,  w e ,  the NGOs a t  t h e  European Regional Symposium, have 
established a European Co-ordinating Committee (see annex V).  W e  request 
United Nations a s s i s t a n c e  and f i n a n c i a l  support fo r  t h e  con t inua t ion  of  
co-ordinated European NGO a c t i v i t i e s .  We call upon the Committee on the 
Exercise  of the Ina l i enab le  Rights  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People to inc lude  this 
Declarat ion of the European NGO Meeting on the Question of P a l e s t i n e ,  h e l d  a t  
Vienna f r a n  30 June to 1 J u l y  1986, i n  its r e p o r t  to the General Assembly a t  
its f o r t y - f i r s t  Session. 

aJ Report o f  t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on the Question of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  Geneva, 29 August-?-September 1983 (United Nations p l b l i c a t i o n ,  
Sales No. E.83.1.21), chap. I, sect. A. 

- b/ General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  181 (11). 
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Annex- I1 

SYNOPSIS OF WORKSHOP RECOMMENDATIOm FOR ACTION BY NGOS 

Developnent; . s o l i d a r  i t y  . and-  r e l i e f  

1. 
C o m m i t t e e  (ICC) of a r e fe rence  document on o rgan iza t ions  se rv ing  i n  this f i e l d .  

Development by  the secretariat of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Co-ordinating 

2. Meetings of such NG@ on the basis of regions or fields o f  s e r v i c e .  

3. Pressure on n a t i o n a l  Governments to inc rease  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  for the 
Lhited Nations Relief and Works Agency for P a l e s t i n e  B f u g e e s  i n  the Near East 
(UNRWA) and to asssist i n  the eva lua t ion  of its s e r v i c e s  to a s s u r e  that they  
are geared towards s o l i d a r i t y  rather than c h a r i t y  work. 

4. Pub l i c i z ing  of the human i n t e r e s t  dimension o f  a c t i v e  programmes of 
social s e r v i c e  and obstacles to their implementation (e.g. closure of a 
hospi ta l  in  Jerusalem, Israeli  Government d i sapprova l  o f  c e r t a i n  developnent  
projects). 

5. Affirmation of the va lue ,  both a t  the g r a s s  r o o t s  and po l i t i ca l  l e v e l s ,  
of small project work which educates the publ ic  about the rights and needs of 
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

6. St imula t ion  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to those p r i v a t e  o rgan iza t ions  which employ 
local people and bu i ld  an  economic and social i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  the occupied 
ter r itor ies . 
7 .  Preference  to  community b u i l d i n g  and social awareness projects. 

8 .  S o l i d a r i t y  work designed a s  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the peace educat ion process. 

9. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of pr ior i t ies  for human s e r v i c e s  by P a l e s t i n i a n s  
themselves. A r t i c u l a t i o n  of such priorities by the PLO to concerned 
Governments and by NCOs i n  coun t r i e s  where c o n t a c t  w i t h  P a l e s t i n i a n s  is 
r es t r  i c t e d  . 
10. P r i o r i t y  to programmes i n  the occupied terr i tor  ies which engage 
professionals such a s  doctors and engineers .  

11. F a c i l i t a t i o n  of i n i t i a t i v e s  to pranote  products  of g r a s s  roots 
P a l e s t i n i a n  o rgan iza t ions  such as SAMED, the PLO economic i n s t i t u t i o n .  

12. Condemnation of the c u r r e n t  atrocities a g a i n s t  P a l e s t i n i a n  c a m p s  i n  
Lebanon and o f  the oppres s ive  pr i son  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  and 
i n  Israel. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace -movement 

1. Organizat ion,  w i th in  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace movements, as w e l l  a s  peace 
o rgan iza t ions ,  of a campaign of information concerning t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 
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2. lb this end, i d e n t i f y  common i n t e r e s t s  w i t h  such  European movements and 
develop practical programmes. 

3. Common i n t e r e s t s  would inc lude ,  for example, the dangers of the arms race 
i n  the Middle East, e s p e c i a l l y  nuclear  e s c a l a t i o n  i n  the area, and the 
s i t u a t i o n  of the e d i t e r r a n e a n  region as a sphere of con t inu ing  warfare .  
Stress would be l a id  on the f a c t  that a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  to the q u e s t i o n  Of 
P a l e s t i n e  is an e s s e n t i a l  element i n  the peace process. 

4. Specific programmes would need to take i n t o  account  the d i v e r s i t y  among 
peace mvenen t s  in  Europe based upon geography, i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i n k s  and 
special i n t e r e s t s  ( r e l i g i o n ,  trade unions,  youth,  wmen, etc.). Outl ined 
proposa ls  for a c t i o n  are: 

(a )  Inc lus ion  o f  peace o rgan iza t ions  i n  ICC)  

(b) PLO i n i t i a t i v e s  to inc rease  d i rec t  con tac t  w i t h  peace movements to  
impress upon then the r e a l i t y  of the s i t u a t i o n  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  peoples 

(c) Incorpora t ion  of the ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e  i n t o  the planning of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference o f  the Y e a r  of  Peace to be he ld  a t  Copenhagen i n  
etober 1986, and of the European nuclear  disarmament convention, to be h e l d  
i n  the United Kingdom o f  Great Bc i t a in  and Northern I r e l a n d  i n  the summer of 
1987. 

A l l  these i n i t i a t i v e s  need to recognize the n e c e s s i t y  of having w r i t t e n  
materials i n  a v a r i e t y  of European languages. 

1nformation.and-media 

Consensus was reached on s e v e r a l  po in t s .  

1. Target  areas to be p inpoin ted  should include: 

(a) Churches;  
(b) Trade unions; 
(c) Mass m e d i a ;  
(d l  Members of Parl iament  and Government officials; 
(e) Schools and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

2. A more human and c u l t u r a l  approach is requ i r ed  i n  the disseminat ion of 
information concerning P a l e s t i n i a n s  as  a people. 

3. Provis ion  needs to be mde for c o n t a c t  w i t h  va r ious  sectors of the local 
p o p l a t i o n  i n  the occupied terri tories and Israel. Al t e rna t ive  t o u r i s m  could 
provide a v e h i c l e  for this. 

4.  There  is a need for co-ord ina t ion  of NGO a c t i v i t i e s  so as  to avoid 
d u p l i c a t i o n  as  w e l l  a s  to produce new information aids a t  the European l e v e l  
for use  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  educa t iona l  s e t t i n g s .  
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C i v i l  and human rights 

Severa l  sugges t ions  emerged as w a y s  to  draw a t t e n t i o n  to v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
the human r ights  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and to develop popular suppor t  to 
advance their cause.  

1. D r a w  para l le l s  between the s i t u a t i o n s  i n  Israel and South Af r i ca  where 
publ ic  op in ion  is m o r e  focused. Examples  given included : (a) se t t l emen t s /  
Bantustans; (b)  workers' d a i l y  exodus; (c) d i sc r imina t ion  as  regards i d e n t i t y  
c a r d s ,  l i c e n s e  plates, etc.; (d) lack o f  freedom o f  movement. 

2. T a k e  care that  materials concerning t h i s  ques t ion  are  drawn f r a n  
sympathetic Israel i  a s  w e l l  a s  P a l e s t i n i a n  sources so a s  t o  avoid the  
impression o f  be ing  b i a sed .  

3. Focus p l b l i c i t y  material for  per iods  o f  time on s p e c i f i c  segments o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  populat ion ( ch i ld ren ,  =men, s t u d e n t s ,  etc.) rather than the wider 
range of hunan r i g h t s .  U s e  sharp s logans  t o  a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n  to the 
s i t u a  t ion . 
4 .  The newly-formed NGO Ehropean Co-ordinat ing Canmittee (see annex V) 
should be reques ted  to b u i l d  a pool o f  r e sources  (wr i t t en ,  p ic tor ia l ,  v ideo )  
for u s e  wi th in  the European reg ion .  A European-based NGO might s e r v e  a s  a 
c l e a r i n g  house and maintain a network wi th  o t h e r  reg ions .  
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Annex I11 

TELEGRAM DATED 1 JULY 1986 FROM THE MODWATOR OF THE 
EUROPEAN REGIONAL NGO SYMPOSIUM ON THE QUEsTION OF PALESTINE 

TO H.E. MR. SHIMON PERES, PRIME MINISTER OF ISRZUL 

Delegates to the mited Nations European Wgional  NGO Symposium on the 
Ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  he ld  i n  Vienna on 30 June and 1 J u l y  1986, unanimously 
agreed that they view w i t h  grave concern the proposed l a w  which would make any  
meeting between an Israeli  c i t i z e n  and a member of the PLO punishable  by three 
years' imprisonment. They cal l  upon the Israeli  Government to drop 
immediately t h a t  proposed l a w .  
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Annex IV 

TELEGRAM DATED 1 J U L Y  1986 FROM THE MODERATOR OF THE 
EUROPEAN REGIONAL NGO SYMPOSIUM ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL O F  THE UNITED NATIONS 

W e ,  d e l e g a t e s  a t  the m i t e d  Nations European Ftegional NGO Symposium on the 
Ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  h e l d  a t  the Vienna United Nations Headquarters  on 
30 June and 1 J u l y  1986, anxious about the ongoing clashes i n  Burj el-Barajneh 
P a l e s t i n e  refugee camp w h i l e  w e  a re  meeting h e r e ,  c a l l  upon you, a s  Secre ta ry-  
General, to convene a n  emergency meeting of the Secur i ty  Council  to implement 
t h e  June  1986 s ta tement  o f  the P r e s i d e n t  of the Secur i ty  Council concerning 
the a s s a u l t  on the c a m p s  i n  order t o  secure an  e f f e c t i v e  cease-fire, the 
l i f t i n g  of the s i e g e  of the camps, and guarantee the free f l o w  of relief and 
supplies to the inhab i t an t s  of the refugee  camp by UNRWA. 
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Annex V 

EUROPEAN INTERIM CO4RDINATING COMMITTEE 

The 1986/1987 membership of the European Interim Co-ordinating is the 
fo l l o w  in  g -. 

Vera Pegna (International  League for the  Rights and Liberation of Peoples) 

Jea n-Mar i e Gaub er t (French NGOs Co-ord i nat ion)  

M i k k o  mhikosk i  (Finnish-Arab Friendship Soc ie ty )  

W i l l i  Somerfe ld  (Sol idari ty  Committee of the German Democratic Republic) 
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Annex V I  

LIST O F  PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS 

Non-goqernmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

A s s o c i a t i o n  be1 go-Fa les t i n i  enn e 
A s s o c i a t i o n  M6dicale Franco-Palest in  i e n n e  
C h r i s t i a n  Peace Conference 
CIMADE ( S e r v i c e  Oecumenique d ' e n t r  'aide) 
Comitato d i  so l idar i ta  con il poplo p a l e s t i n e s e  
Canmit tee  f o r  Medical and Social & l i e f  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n s  
Committee o f  Youth Organiza t ions  of the USSR 
Counci l  for  the Advancement of Arab-Br i t i s h  Under s t a n d i n g  
Finnish-Ar ab F r i e n d s h i p  S o c i e t y  
I n s t i t u t o  cooper a z i o n e  emnomica i n t e r n a z  i o n a l e  
I n  t er na t iona 1 I n s  t i t u  t e  o f  Human i tar i a n  Law 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Jewish  Peace u l i o n  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  League for  t h e  Rights  and  

L i b e r a t i o n  of Peoples ( R o m e )  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  League for  the Rights  and 

L i b e r a t i o n  o f  Peoples (Milan) 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organiza t ion  for the El imina t ion  of 

A l l  Forms o f  Racial Discr imina t ion  (EAFORD) 
I n t e r  n a t i o n a l  P r o g r e s s  Organiza t ion  
I n t e r  na t i o n a l  Youth and S t u d e n t  

Mwement for the United Nat ions  
J o i n t  Organiza t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  
P a l e s t i n e  Committee for NGOs 
P a l e s t i n e  F r o n t  of Norway 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  for Eur o-Arab Co-oper a t i o n  (Belgium) 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y  Assoc ia t ion  f o r  Euro-Arab Co-peration (France)  
Pax C h r i s t i  
Per spec t i v  es J udeo-Ar abes 
P o l i s h  Committee for S o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  the 

S o l i d a r i t y  Committee of the German Democratic Republ ic  
S o v i e t  Afro-Asian S o l i d a r  i t y  C m m i t t e e  
S o v i e t  Women's Committee 
Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Democratic F e d e r a t i o n  
World Counci l  of Churches 
World F e d e r a t i o n  of Trade u l i o n s  
World Peace Counci l  
Wor I d  Student  C h r i s t i a n  F e d e r a t i o n  
World Young Women 's C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  

Peoples o f  Asia, Africa and L a t i n  America 
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NGO obse rve r s  

A l l  I n d i a  Indo-Arab Fr iendship  Associat ion 
Associat ian des avoca ts  sdndgala i s  
Associat ion des jur istes ddmocrates sdndgala i s  
Austr ian Medical Team 
Canmittee for I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  Dialogue 
Co-ord inat ing Board of J e w i s h  Organizat ions 
E a s t  for Peace 
Fr iends  of t h e  Arab Canmunity Hosp i t a l ,  Jerusalem 
General Union of P a l e s t i n i a n  mmen, Tunis 
Jerusalem and Peace Service 
Near East  C u l t u r a l  and Educational Foundation 
Organisa t ion  des j u r  istes 
P a l e s t i n e  Human Rights  Campaign 
Terre des hanmes France 

Members and obse rve r s  of the Camnittee on t h e  Exercise  
of the Ina l i enab le  Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People 

H.E. Mr. George Agius, Permanent & p r e s e n t a t i v e  of Malta to the Uli ted 

Mr. Zehdi Labib T e r z i ,  P a l e s t i n e  L ibe ra t i an  mgan iza t ion  
Nations,  Rapporteur of the Committee, leader of the de lega t ion  

P a n e l i s t s  

H.E. Mr. Erwin Lanc 
H.E. M r .  Vladimir Vinogradov 
Michele A c h i l l i  

States Pkmbers of we United .Nations represented  by observers  

Spain 
m i o n  of Sov ie t  Social is t  Republics 

United .Nations bodies 

United Nations Council  for Namibia 

I n t e r  gov er nmen tal or gan i z  a t  ions 

League of Arab States 

Nat iona l  l i b e r a t i o n  movements 

Pa lest  ine L i b  er a t  ion  Or gan i za t  ion  


