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INTRODUCTION 

The Fourth United Nat ions North American Regional  NGO Syinposium on the  
Question o f  P a l e s t i n e  was convened a t  un i t ed  Nat ions Headquarters  i n  New York 
from 24 to 26 June 1987 i n  pursuance of General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
40/96 B of 1 2  Deceinber 1985. The theme of the meeting was "The i n a l i e n a b l e  
r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people". 

The syiaposium was a t t ended  by 74 NGOs,  29 of them a s  observers .  

The ioeeting rece ived  a message from Mr. Yasser Ara fa t ,  Chairinan of t h e  
Execut ive Cornittee o f  the P a l e s t i n e  L ibe ra t ion  Organiza t ion  (PM)  (see 
annex II). 

H.E. M r .  Alberta Veldzco-San José, speaking on behalf  o f . t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on 
the Exerc ise  of the  I n a l i e n a b l e  R igh t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People, opened the 
Symposiuio. In  h i s  s ta tement ,  he poin ted  o u t  the evo lu t ion  of r e spons ib l e  
involvement of NGOs i n  t h e  Work of the United Nat ions,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  the North 
American Co-ordinating Cotnmittee for NGOs on the Quest ion of P a l e s t i n e  
(NACC). The T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO Meeting, he cont inued,  had called for t h e  

observance of 1987 a s  the  f o r t i e t h  ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  adopt ion of General  
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  1 8 1  (II), i n  a d d i t i o n  to marking 20 y e a r s  o f  I s rae l i  
m i l i t a r y  occupat ion of t h e  West Bank and Gaza. P e t i t i o n  cainpaigns based upon 
the  theme of t h e  observance were addressed to the Governments of the United 
States of America and Canada. H e  stressed the e f f o r t s  made by t h e  NGOs to 
help b u i l d  a consensus for the convening of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference 
on t h e  Middle E a s t  i n  accordance w i t h  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C of 
1 3  December 1983. 

I n  her in t roduc to ry  s ta tement ,  Ms. E t h e l  Born, chairman of NACC, 
desc r ibed  t h e  l a r g e  number of  a c t i v i t i e s  carried o u t  s i n c e  1986 by NACC, w i t h  
special a t t e n t i o n  to the  urgency of ending 20 y e a r s  of  occupat ion and t h e  
suppor t  to des igna te  1987 as the Year o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  People. The inost 
s i g n i f i c a n t  accomplishment of NACC had been the p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a news le t t e r  
which, through its d i s t r i b u t i o n  to i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  had 
c o n t r i b u t e d  to the expansion of t h e  cornnittee's cons t i tuency .  NACC needs a 
broad-based suppor t  system so t h a t  it w i l l  no t  be seen  a s  an ins t rument  of any 
p a r t i c u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  or organ iza t ions .  

One pane l  d i scuss ion ,  e n t i t l e d  "The need for convening t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Peace Conference on the  Middle E a s t  i n  accordance w i t h  u n i t e d  Nat ions 
r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C: the urgency of ending twenty yea r s  of occupat ion",  was 
established w i t h  t h e  fol lowing p a n e l i s t s  p re sen t ing  their papers:  

(a )  Mr. Tawf iq  Abu Ghazaleh (Gaza Cent re  f o r  R igh t s  and Law); 
(b) M r .  Latif Dori (Cornmittee for I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  Dialogue);  
(c) Rev. Benjamin Weir (P resby te r i an  Church, USA) .  

E i g h t  workshops were set up to debate the  fol lowing top ic s :  

( a )  Media/public r e l a t i o n s ;  
(b) Chal lenges i n  defending human and c i v i l  r i gh t s ;  
(c)  Coal i t ion-bui ld ing;  
(d) Grassroots organiz ing;  
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(e) Women ; 
( f )  Peace and an t i - in t e rven t ion ;  
(9) Rel ig ion  and relief groups; 
( h )  T h i r d  world communities. 

The Symposium unanimously adopted 
as annex I to t h e  p re sen t  paper .  

a f i n a l  d e c l a r a t i o n  which  is attached 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

"The need for convening t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  
Middle E a s t  i n  accordance w i t h  United Nat ions  r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C: 

The urgency of ending twenty years of occupation"- 

Mr. Tawf iq  Abu Ghazaleh, Attorney w i t h  t h e  Gaza Cen t re  for Rights  and 
Law, in  h i s  s ta tement ,  stressed the  importance of the  e x e r c i s e  of t h e  r i g h t  Of 

r e t u r n  for t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  re fugees  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  United Nat ions  
Char te r  and t h e  Universa l  Dec la ra t ion  of Human Rights .  S ince  Israel d e c l a r e d  
t h e  r i g h t  to r e t u r n  to every  J e w  i n  t h e  world, t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  must p r a c t i s e  
t h e  same r i g h t ,  focus ing  it on the  P a r t i t i o n  Plan. Furthermore, he said,  a l l  
Peoples  have the  r i g h t  to se l f -de te rmina t ion  so peoples who have not  achieved 
se l f -de te rmina t ion  have the  same r i g h t  to  it as those w h o  exe rc i sed  it 
Previous ly .  Under occupat ion there can be no p r o t e c t i o n  of d i g n i t y  of t h e  
human being. For t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  l i v i n g  under t h e  Israeli-declared " i r o n  
f ist" p o l i c y ,  t h i s  means d a i l y  humi l i a t ions ,  c o l l e c t i v e  punishment, 
d e p o r t a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e t e n t i o n ,  imprisonment and a l l  k inds  of 
coe rc ions ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and degradat ion.  

In h i s  view t h e  enforcement of t h e  United Nat ions system of legal Order 
W i l l  f ree P a l e s t i n i a n s  as w e l l  a s  Israel is  from a l l  k inds  of v i o l e n c e  un le s s  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle East t h a t  w i l l  p rovide  t h e  
basis for peace and j u s t i c e  is convened. 

Mr. L a t i f  Dori, founder and Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Committee for I s rae l i -  
P a l e s t i n i a n  Dialogue, was of  t h e  view t h a t  t h e  great m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y  of t h e  
Six-Day War had become t h e  greatest disaster of t h e  Statje of Israel, s i n c e  
i n s t e a d  of e x p l o i t i n g  t h a t  v i c t o r y  i n  order to  achieve a peace agreement, 
Israel 's leaders had preferred to Font inue holding on to t h e  terri tories.  
summarized t h e  even t s  of t h e  l as t  EO y e a r s  as follows: 

H e  

J Ir 
(a) Most n a t i o n s  of t h e  world had condemned Israel  and seve red  

diplomatic r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  her ;  

(b) 
P a l e s t i n i a n s ;  

World pub l i c  op in ion  had s h i f t e d  its sympathies from Israel  t o  t h e  

(cl The United States had showed its imperialist face by suppor t ing  
Israeli policies and opposing a peace s o l u t i o n  t h a t  included r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of t h e  PLO, t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the '  P a l e s t i n i a n  people;  

(d) The Union of Sov ie t  Social is t  Republ ics ,  socialist c o u n t r i e s  and  
some Western European n a t i o n s  had remained s teadfast  and unwavering i n  t h e i r  
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s t r u g g l e  for an agreed s o l u t i o n  to peace through t h e  convening of t h e  proposed 
I n  ter  na t iona 1 Peace Confer ence ; 

(e) nie P M  had ga the red  g r e a t  p u b l i c  support and had become t h e  sole 
legit imate r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people; 

( f )  Oppressive measures enforced  by Israel i  a u t h o r i t i e s  could  no t  subdue 
the  s t r u g g l e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  people; 

(9) The s e t t l e m e n t  p o l i c y  had s e v e r e l y  damaged the I s rae l i  economy; 

(h)  Right-wing f o r c e s  had brought  about  a major po l i t i ca l  r e v o l u t i o n  by 
coming i n t o  power i n  1977; 

( i)  Israel i  l e a d e r s  had missed historic o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to reach peace by 
no t  recogniz ing  t h e  r i g h t  to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and 
r e t u r n i n g  t h e  occupied terri tories,  as they  did w i t h  Egypt ;  

( j )  The withdrawal froin Lebanon had been mainly due to t h e  pressure 
exerted by I s r ae l i  p u b l i c  op in ion;  

(k )  The occupat ion  endangered the  peace achieved w i t h  Egypt;  

(1) Opposi t ion to an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference  e x i s t e d  wi th in  both blocs 
i n  t h e  Israel i  Goverment ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  being on ly  t ac t ica l .  

H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  20 y e a r s  of occupat ion  Israel f a c e s  the choice of 
either becoming ano the r  South Africa or of reaching  a j u s t  peace w i t h  its 
neighbours.  The I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  Committee had organized  a series of 
a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  the month o f  J u n e - t o  end the occupat ion.  Two other 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of O r i e n t a l  Jews, the East  for Peace Movement and the Eas t e rn  
F ron t ,  maintained a h igh  l e v e l  o f  co-opera t ion  and were a c t i v e  on the  peace 
f r o n t  i n  Israel. 
r e c e n t  y e a r s  concerning the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  P M  as  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
the P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  for peace.  
had supported t h i s  idea, whereas nowadays the number had reached 36 per c e n t .  
As regards the November 1986 historic meeting of a n  I s r a e l i  peace d e l e g a t i o n  
w i t h  the PLO d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Romania and a second r e c e n t  meeting held i n  Hungary 
two w e e k s  p rev ious ,  he  expla ined  t h a t  t hey  deiaonstrated t h a t  the P a l e s t i n i a n  
side was ex tending  its hand In  peace whi l e  t h e  c u r r e n t  Governinent of I s r a e l  
was r e j e c t i n g  t h a t  hand and r e f u s i n g  to sit together w i t h  the PLO. But no 
force i n  t h e  world could  p reven t  the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h i s  d ia logue .  I n  t h i s  
l i n e ,  he a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the P a l e s t i n e  Na t iona l  Counci l  i n  
Algeria about  "developing r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  the Israeli  democratic forces" .  

H e  po in t ed  o u t  the  change i n  Israeli p u b l i c  op in ion  i n  

I n  1970 on ly  14 per c e n t  

Rev. Benjamin Weir, of the P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church ( U S A ) ,  d i s c u s s i n g  the 
effects over the past 30 y e a r s  of the unresolved i s s u e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  need 
for a homeland and independence, noted t h a t  the cost was too great to a l low 
the s i t u a t i o n  to con t inue  f e s t e r i n g  any longer .  

As regards t h e  cost i n  terms of human l i v e s ,  he recounted h i s  p e r s o n a l  
expe r i ences  i n  t h e  siege of the T e l l a z  Zaatar camp i n  Lebanon i n  1976, as  w e l l  
a s  the Israeli  invas ion  of Lebanon i n  1982. I n  r e l a t i o n  to the cost i n  terinS 



- 4 -  

of t h e  human s p i r i t ,  he expla ined  how the Israel i  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  were 
determined to preven t  P a l e s t i n i a n  leadership from developing and becoming 
e f f e c t i v e .  Expuls ion of poli t ical  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  leaders through the y e a r s  
had become sys t e t aa t i c ,  and t h e  c l o s u r e  by the occupat ion authori t ies  of  
P a l e s t i n i a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  other i n s t i t u t i o n s  had become common 
p r a c t i c e .  The cost i n  terras o f  time should a lso be taken i n t o  s e r i o u s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  a s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o s t e r i n g  P a l e s t i n i a n  se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and 
freedom had passed by. 
e x t r e m i s t s  when he was kidnapped i n  May 1984, he po in ted  o u t  t h a t  though h e  
n e i t h e r  accepted their nethods nor agreed w i t h  their i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  or 
o b j e c t i v e s  he could  e a s i l y  understand their pass ion  for j u s t i c e  s i n c e  they  had 
been r e a c t i n g  a n g r i l y  ta t he  1982 Israel i  invas ion  which had d i s a s t r o u s l y  
swept over  sou th  Lebanon and its predominant ly  S h i i t e  popula t ion .  I n  h i s  
view, t h e  p r e s e n t  must be s e i z e d  s i n c e  there was s t i l l  a measure of hope. 

I n  commenting on h i s  exper ience  wi th  S h i i t e  Musliin 

The P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church (USA) had h e l d  a conference  i n  San F ranc i sco  t w o  
months prev ious ,  which was a t t ended  by a large nuraber o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from 
across the United States. The Conference reviewed a series of r e s o l u t i o n s  
t h a t  had been adopted by the General  Asseiably i n  1984. One o f  them focused on 
"the foundat ion  f o r  a j u s t  peace i n  the Middle E a s t "  a s  enuncia ted  i n  1974 and 
acknowledged and suppor ted  t h e  role of " the  United Nat ions  a s  t h e  prime 
i n s t r u a e n t  for b r ing ing  about peace i n  the Middle E a s t " .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  
conference  suppor ted  the need for an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t he  legitimate r i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people and its need for 
se l f -de t e rmina t ion ,  i nc lud ing  its choice o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  for such a 
conference.  In  h i s  c l o s i n g  s t a t emen t ,  an appeal was made for progress towards 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference  on the Middle E a s t .  

In  h i s  c l o s i n g  s t a t emen t ,  H.E. Mr. Alber t0  Veldzco-San José underscored 
t h e  haportance o f  t h e  tes t imony that- the  Symposium had heard from experts from 
the  Occupied Territories and Israel  s i n c e ,  i n  h i s  op in ion ,  their views l i f t e d  
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  beyond t h i n k i n g  of P a l e s t i n e  n o t  j u s t  as a q u e s t i o n  but  a l s o  
as  it is l i v e d  by those who deal w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  on a d a i l y  basis. 
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Annex I 

DECLARATION AND WORKSHOP RECOMMENDATIONS 
ADOPTED BY THE NORTH AMERICAN REGIONAL 

NGû SYMPOSILIM ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

1. W e ,  t h e  non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  (NGOs) p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  Fourth 
United Nat ions  North American Regional  NGû Symposium on t h e  Quest ion Of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  wish t o  thank t h e  United Na t ions  Committee on t h e  Exercise o f  t h e  
I n a l i e n a b l e  R igh t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People f o r  making t h i s  meeting 
p o s s i b l e .  
of t h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  United Nat ions  body. 

W e  are indeed honoured by t h e  presence  of  t h e  members and o b s e r v e r s  

2. W e  w i s h  also to  thank t h e  C h i e f  of  t he  Div is ion  for P a l e s t i n i a n  R i g h t s ,  
t h e  NGO l i a i s o n  officers, t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  Div i s ion  and t h e  Department Of 
Conference Services for their inva luab le  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  and 
execut ion  of t h i s  meeting . 
3. W e  wish also t o  vo ice  our a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  e x p e r t  
p a n e l i s t s ,  workshop o r g a n i z e r s ,  r e source  persons  and f a c i l i t a t o r s  w h o  o f f e r e d  
t h e i r  i nva luab le  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
c e n t r a l  role to be played by NGOs i n  North America. The practical s u g g e s t i o n s  
and strategies developed i n  t h e  w r k s h o p s  assisted u s  i n  formula t ing  f u t u r e  
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  efforts i n  North America and i n  l i n k i n g  o u r  efforts to a broader 
g loba1 network. 

4 .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  meeting c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n  
between t h e  United Nat ions  and t h e  Nor th  American NGO community concerned wi th  
t h e  non-implementation o f  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C of  13 December 
1983, a r e s o l u t i o n  whose implementation w e  hold to be i nd i spensab le  i n  
secu r ing  a j u s t  and du rab le  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  

5. W e  ca l l  upon t h e  peoples and Governments of t h e  United States of America 
and Canada to take a l l  possible steps to  secure t h e  implementation of Genera l  
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C, i n  order to secu re  a comprehensive, j u s t  and 
l a s t i n g  peace i n  t h e  Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  core of which is t h e  ques t ion  
of P a l e s t i n e .  

6 .  W e  r e s o l u t e l y  r e a f f i r m  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus t h a t  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
L i b e r a t i o n  Organ iza t ion  (P ïû)  is the  sole and legitimate r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People. W e  a f f i r m  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  without  e x t e r n a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  and to e s t a b l i s h  a n  
independent P a l e s t i n i a n  S ta te  on i ts  own n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y  under t h e  
leadership of the  PLO and t h e  r i g h t  of r e t u r n ,  i n  conformity w i t h  a l l  r e l e v a n t  
United Nat ions  r e s o l u t i o n s .  

7. 
Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  as  called for a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference On 
t h e  Ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  August-September 1983, and as adopted by t h e  
General  Assembly i n  r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C. W e  applaud the  con t inu ing  e f f o r t s  of 
t h e  Secretary-General  to e s t ab l i sh  a p r e p a r a t o r y  committee f o r  t h e  

W e  f u r t h e r  s t r o n g l y  suppor t  t h e  convening of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
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Conference. It is e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference be 
i n c l u s i v e  and be a t t ended  by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  both I s r a e l  and t h e  PLO, those 
Arab States  p a r t y  to the c o n f l i c t ,  the u n i t e d  States  and the Union of Sov ie t  
Socialist Republ ics .  W e  a re  encouraged by t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of the European 
Community of February 1987 and the d e c l a r a t i o n  of the Nordic c o u n t r i e s  of 
March 1987 and hope that  they  w i l l  lead to i n i t i a t i v e s  which w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  
t h e  convening o f  t h e  Conference.  

8. Within our  l a r g e r  concern for equal r i g h t s  and j u s t i c e  for a l l  people, w e  
reaffirm t h a t  our  focus  a s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  this symposium is the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people and its s t r u g g l e  to ach ieve  its i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ;  and tha t  our  goal 
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is to suppor t  this s t r u g g l e  through t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  proposed i n  our workshops. 

9. As NWs, w e  have the unique oppor tun i ty  to c o n t r i b u t e  to this s t r u g g l e  
wi thout  governmental  c o n s t r a i n t s .  Our g u i d e l i n e s  must coine from our 
consc iences  , which are infortned by h i s t o r y ,  t h e  knowledge o f  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  , 
and respect f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law. 

10. Events i n  t he  territories occupied i n  1967 must be seen a s  p a r t  of both 
an historical p a t t e r n  and a continuum. 
cotnmunity l i v i n g  i n  pre-1967 Israel  is i n s t r u c t i v e  i n  t w o  respects. The f i r s t  
is Israel ' s  s y s t e m a t i c  attempt a t  removing t h e  people from their land;  the 
second is the P a l e s t i n i a n  people's uny ie ld ing  de te rmina t ion  , which has 
empowered them to succeed i n  remaining on their land.  

The h i s t o r y  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n  

11. The P a l e s t i n i a n s  of 1948 have t augh t  u s  t h e  importance o f  "samed" 
( s t e a d f a s t n e s s ) .  As NGOs, w e  must therefore be committed to suppor t  
c o n c u r r e n t l y  both the s t r u g g l e  o f  the P a l e s t i n i a n s  o f  t h e  1967 occupat ion  to 
reioain on t h e  land  and t h e  s t r u g g l e  of the e n t i r e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to a t t a i n  
se l f -de t e rmina t ion .  

12 .  NGOs i n  Canadian and United States  s o c i e t y  take special note  of their 
role as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of an impor tan t  segment of p u b l i c  op in ion  on t h e  
P a l e s t i n e  ques t ion .  NGOs a o n s t i t u t e  an unquenchable force to be reckoned w i t h  
t h a t  d e r i v e s  from t h i s  p u b l i c  consc iousness .  I n  view of this special role and 
s t a t u s ,  non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  North America also recognize  as par t  
o f  their r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t ha t  they  go beyond the self-imposed l i m i t a t i o n s  of 
States and governiaents to c o n t r i b u t e  p o s i t i v e l y  to t h e  speedy r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  
n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  to t h e  v i c t i m i z e d  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

13. The non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  here convened recognize  w i t h  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  that  States Members of the United Nat ions have 
made to the p rov i s ion  of s t a n d a r d s  of world order through the promulgation of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w .  Humanitarian and human r i g h t s  s t a t u t e s  c o n s t i t u t e  the 
legal basis for the se l f -de t e rmina t ion  of peoples, inc lud ing  the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  such legal instruments '  a s  the United Nat ions  Charter 
and t h e  Universa l  Dec la ra t ion  of Human R i g h t s  of t h e  u n i t e d  Nat ions and other 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  covenants  and convent ions  gua ran tee  this r i g h t  for the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

1 4 .  The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  couuounity had a l r e a d y  a f f i rmed  the  r i g h t  o f  the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people to their S ta te  i n  P a l e s t i n e  as e a r l y  a s  1947 w i t h  t h ë  
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"Plan f o r  P a r t i t i o n  wi th  Economic Union". 
ensuing 40 y e a r s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  throughout  t h e  20 y e a r s  of Israel 's  
occupa t ion  by f o r c e  of t h e  West Bank and Gaza d i s t r ic t s  of P a l e s t i n e ,  
d ramat ize  the  f a i l u r e  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community of States to uphold t h e  
s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  they themselves  have set f o r t h .  W e  as non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  North America ca l l  upon our r e s p e c t i v e  Governments to  respect 
and implement t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of P a l e s t i n i a n s  as  a people and na t ion ,  
i n  accordance w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w .  

The d e n i a l  of  t h a t  r i g h t  over  t h e  

15. I n  o u r  c o n s t a n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i s s u e  of  P a l e s t i n e ,  t h e  North American 
NGOs cannot  conf ron t  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  i n  i s o l a t i o n  from t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  he ld  
i n  o t h e r  par t s  of t h e  world as w e l l .  

16. A s  people of consc ience ,  w e  cannot  conduct  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  ou r  own 
c o u n t r i e s  i n  i s o l a t i o n  from t h e  world consensus and expec t  to  c o n t r i b u t e  to  a 
p o s i t i v e  fu tu re .  

17. 
f a i t h  w i t h  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace community - i n  t h e  Americas, Europe, 
Israel ,  i n  t h e  non-aligned c o u n t r i e s  and elsewhere - i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  towards 
t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s ,  bo th  f o r  its own sake and i n  
con junc t ion  wi th  e f f o r t s  to reduce t h e  cont inuing  v i o l e n c e  and r i s k  of  war i n  
t h e  Middle East. 

The NGOs  i n  N o r t h  America a f f i r m  t h e i r  commitment to co-operate i n  good 

18. 
s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  and endorsement was t h a t  of convening an NGO-sponsored 
confe rence  i n  North America (wi th  t h e  si te of p r e f e r e n c e  Washington, t h e  
a l t e r n a t e ,  O t t a w a )  b r ing ing  together r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  PLO and Israeli 
n o t a b l e s ,  and r epea t ing  t h e  oppor tun i ty  o f f e r e d  by t h e  Constanta  and Budapest 
meetings.  Represen ta t ives  of i n t e r e s t e d  Governments, p a r t i c u l a r l y  from t h e  
European Community, t h e  USSR and North America would also be  inv i t ed .  

Among t h e  sugges t ions  emanating from t h e  d i scuss ion  g roups  t h a t  merit 

19. W e  also recomaend t h a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Co-ordinating Committee on t h e  
Ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  ( I C C ) ,  i n  co-operation w i t h  t h e  North American 
Co-ordinatinq Committee on t h e  Quest ion of P a l e s t i n e  (NACC), convene a m o d e l  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference u t i l i z i n g  NGO r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from Is rae l ,  t h e  
PLû, the f i v e  permanent members of t h e  S e c u r i t y  Council  and t h e  Arab parties 
t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  I t  should be held i n  N e w  Y o r k  under United Na t ions  auspices 
i n  conformi ty  wi th  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s  38/58 C and 40/43 D. W e  
f u r t h e r  urge that t h i s  proposal be adopted by t h e  NGOs p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
Four th  United Nat ions  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  NOO Meeting on t h e  Question of P a l e s t i n e  
i n  Geneva, 7-9 September 1987. The other small group d i s c u s s i o n  
recomaendations are annexed to t h e  p r e s e n t  paper. 

20. 
peace a c t i v i s t s  and w h o  are i n  danger of going to  p r i s o n  as a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  
s t r u g g l e  to b r i n g  peace and s e c u r i t y  to t h e i r  people and their nat ion.  

The symposium s u p p o r t s  t h e  Israeli  c i t i z e n s ,  both J e w s  and Arabs, who are 

21. The symposium condemns I s r a e l i  Government attempts to l i m i t  the  
a c t i v i t i e s  of Israeli  peace a c t i v i s t s  by promulgating an t i -democra t ic  l a w s  
such. as t h e  "Law for Prevent ion  of Terrorism". 
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22. In  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  above, t h e  symposium r e q u e s t s  t h a t  Israel re-examine 
t h e  l a w  and its nega t ive  in f luence  and abrogate  t h i s  law. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
symposium ca l l s  on Israel  to drop  a l l  cha rges  a g a i n s t  t h e  peace a c t i v i s t s .  

23. The aim of t h e  p r e s e n t  meeting was t o  develop  practical o b j e c t i v e s  and 
strategies to be implemented by North American NGOs i n  t h i s  t h e  Year of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People. Our primary work was conducted i n  workshops, and we 
a f f i r m  t h e i r  conc lus ions  as w e  have amended them below. 

24. The Media/Public R e l a t i o n s  Workshop made t h e  fol lowing recommendations: 

(a) NACC, i n  close co-operat ion w i t h  North American NGOs ,  w i l l  unde r t ake  
t h e  development of a s t anda rd ized  g u i d e  on how to d e a l  w i t h  t h e  media and an 
annota ted  e x p e r t s  l ist rep resen t ing  t h e  va r ious  sectors of  North American 
s o c i e t y .  

( b )  The experts w i l l  be selected for t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  w o r k  e f f e c t i v e l y  
w i t h  the e l e c t r o n i c  and p r i n t  media. The guide  and list w i l l  be made 
a v a i l a b l e  to N G O s  co-operat ing w i t h  NACC. 

(c) The workshop r epea ted ly  voiced a concern for humanizing the  N o r t h  
American p u b l i c ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. To change minds, t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  concluded t h a t  it is necessary  to deve lap  e f f e c t i v e  techniques .  
NGos s h a l l  focus  on i s s u e s  of  h igh  va lue  t o  their t a r g e t e d  audiences ,  t h e  
moderate p u b l i c  of t h e  United States and Canada. They should provide  new 
informat ion  i n  c o n c i s e  form to media sources .  
suggested e x p e r t s  list, NGOs should o f f e r  credible spokespersons to t he  media 
and the p u b l i c  to comment on t h e  i ssues .  

F i n a l l y ,  i n  conformi ty  wi th  t h e  

(d) Awareness of P a l e s t i n i a n  c u l t u r e  is one method to humanize 
p e r c e p t i o n s  of  P a l e s t i n i a n s .  W e  t h e r e f o r e  urge t h e  North American NGûs :  

( i l  To co-operate c l o s e l y  w i t h  ICC t o u r s  of P a l e s t i n i a n  women and 
a r t i s t s  through North America i n  t h e  f a l l  of  1987 and a t  other times a s  
one way of in t roduc ing  North Americans to  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, t h e i r  
c u l t u r e  and the i r  concerns;  

(ii) To target mainstream c i v i c  and social o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  N o r t h  
America (i.e. Rotary,  Kiwanis, Lions,  Soroptimists) i n  o r d e r  to  schedu le  
sympathe t ic  speakers on t h e  Middle Eas t  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  role o f  t h e  United 
States and t h e  ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e ;  

(iii) To  r eques t  t h e  United Nat ions  to  es tab l i sh  a permanent d i s p l a y  
of P a l e s t i n i a n  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  to  j o i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  d i s p l a y  on 
P a l e s t i n i a n  pol i t ical  h i s t o r y  c u r r e n t l y  on t h e  t h i r d  floor of the  United 
Nat ions  General  Assembly bu i ld ing  ; 

( i v )  To  create a mobile e x h i b i t  on P a l e s t i n i a n  c u l t u r e  and h i s t o r y  
to be d i sp layed  throughout  North America, which could  be used i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  programmes i n  local churches ,  l i b ra r i e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  
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25. 
Third  North American NGû Dec la ra t ion  of June 1986 and: 

The Chal lenges i n  Defending C i v i l  and Human R i g h t s  Workshop r e a f f i r m s  t h e  

(a) C a l l s  upon Israel  to observe  t h e  Four th  Geneva Convention (1949) 
concerning the t rea tment  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  popula t ion  i n  t h e  occupied 
terri tories;  

( b )  Condemns t h e  use of  any "alleged" legal  system as  a tool of f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  arrd as an instrument  of r e p r e s s i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people; 

(c) Aff i rms t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to res is t  t h e  Israeli  
occupat ion;  

(d)  Aff i rms t h e  r i g h t s  of f r e e  speech and po l i t i ca l  a s s o c i a t i o n  both i n  
t h e  occupied territories, i n  Israel and i n  t h e  United States, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
du r ing  t h e  two hundredth ann ive r sa ry  of the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  United States; 

(e) Opposes t h e  Dole and K e m p  b i l l s  and a l l  r e l a t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  and 
p l e d g e s  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  to  d e f e a t  t h e s e  b i l l s ;  

( f )  Calls for l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  suppor t  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  as proposed by United Na t ions  Genera l  Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C; 

(9) Suppor ts  P a l e s t i n i a n  fami ly  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  occupied 
terri tories,  t h e  "Los Angeles Eight"  a/ defendan t s  case and other similar 
cases i n  t h e  coming year ;  

( h )  Reaffirms t h e  NGû theme/campaign to  end t h e  20 y e a r s  of occupat ion;  

(i) S a l u t e s  a l l  t h o s e  Israelis w h o  w o r k  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  human and c i v i l  
r i g h t s .  

26. 
broad-based c o a l i t i o n  i n  North America drawing i n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  from new 
c o q s t i t u e n c i e s  such as t h i r d  world groups; r e l i g i o u s  communities; l abour  
unions;  and peace, a n t i - i n t e r v e n t i o n  and women's groups. Its w o r k  sha l l  be 
aimed a t  r e d i r e c t i n g  United S ta tes  Middle E a s t  po l i cy  by: 

The Coal i t ion-Bui ld ing  Workshop recommended t h e  development of a 

(a)  In f luenc ing  p u b l i c  opinion,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  United States, i n  
Suppor t  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  its r i g h t  of se l f -de t e rmina t ion ,  
includirq t h e  r i g h t  of r e t u r n ,  and i n  suppor t  of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace 
conference  to i n c l u d e  t h e  PLO, Israel, t he  f i v e  permanent members of t h e  
S e c u r i t y  Council  and t h e  Arab States w h o  are parties to the  c o n f l i c t ;  

(b) Ending the  Israeli occupat ion  of P a l e s t i n i a n  and other Arab 
territories; 

( c l  Addressing human r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s ;  

(d)  Creat ing a forum f o r  deba te  of Middle East i s s u e s  i n  t h e  1988 Uni ted  
States p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign, to r e s u l t  i n  p l anks  i n  major p a r t y  p l a t f o r m s  
cover ing  United States suppor t  for P a l e s t i n i a n  se l f -de t e rmina t ion  and United 
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States r ecogn i t ion  of t he  PLO as  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people 
and suppor t  f o r  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference.  

The NACC might f u r t h e r  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  work of t h i s  c o a l i t i o n  by oversee ing  and 
encouraging c o n t a c t s  between NGOs  a long geograph ica l  l i n e s  throughout  t h e  US 
and Canada. 

27. The Grass Roots Organizing Workshop: 

(a)  Recomends t h a t  NACC es tab l i sh  a n a t i o n a l  gu ide  book of  N G O s  
registered wi th  t h e  United Nat ions  D i v i s i o n  for P a l e s t i n i a n  R i g h t s  to include:  

( i) Nat iona l  o f f  ice address and one-paragraph d e s c r i p t i o n ; .  

( i i )  Regional and local a f f i l i a t e s ;  

(iii) A listirrg of each/ o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  a v a i l a b l e  human and 
material resourc+;  

~ 

(b) Recommends t h a t  NACC fac i l i t a te  a d d i t i o n a l  speaking t o u r s  on a 
n a t i o n a l  and local l e v e l  to address grass roots o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i.e. coupl ing  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  and Israelis on n a t i o n a l  t o u r s ,  matching P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  blacks, 
La t inos ,  Asians and J e w s  and o t h e r  experts l i v i n g  i n  local areas; 

(c) Recommends t h a t  NACC co-ord ina te  s imultaneous r e g i o n a l  ( t o  inc lude  
Canada) , one-day symposia to  promote t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference b e f o r e  
t h e  next  Nor th  American symposium. The i n t e n t  is to  develop  g r e a t e r  local 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  promotion of t h e  Peace Conference. 

I n  an e f f o r t  to broaden t h e  base of t h e  NGOs,  a c o m m i t t e e  w a s  formed t o  
approach other o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  order for t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to become aware 
of t h e  NGOs  and to j o i n  t h e  NGO movement. 

28. The Women's Workshop endorses  t h e  c a l l  of t h e  United Nat ions  Genera l  
Assembly to convene an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle East i n  
conformi ty  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C. The women assembled 
f u r t h e r  cal l  upon a l l  United Nat ions  o rgans  and s p e c i a l i z e d  agenc ie s  and other 
in te rgovernmenta l  and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to provide  immediate and 
adequate  a s s i s t a n c e  projects which w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  to  improving t h e  l i v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  of P a l e s t i n i a n  women and c h i l d r e n .  To these ends,  t h e  women and 
groups assembled committed themselves  to  t h e  fol lowing specific projects to be 
undertaken durirrg the next 12 months: 

(a) C u l t u r a l  exchanges and speaking t o u r s ,  to  inc lude  t h e  tou r  c u r r e n t l y  
being set up by NACC and ICC; 

(b)  The c r e a t i o n  of  high v i s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference. T a k i n g  a l e s s o n  from t h e  role of e n t e r t a i n e r s  i n  b r ing ing  A f r i c a n  
i s s u e s  i n t o  t h e  homes of  America, p a r t i c i p a n t s  agreed to  s e e k  o u t  well-known 
a r t i s t s  and e n t e r t a i n e r s  to promote t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference and t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a d i a logue  wi th  promihent p u b l i c  women l i k e w i s e  to  seek t h e i r  
endor sement; 
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(c) Letter w r i t i n g  campaigns for P a l e s t i n i a n  p r i s o n e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
women and c h i l d r e n ;  

(dl Material a id  and community development projects, w i t h  t h e  
understanding t h a t  it is impera t ive  to work  i n  tandem w i t h  P a l e s t i n i a n  women's 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  the  area, i n  response t o  the i r  needs, to undertake s p e c i f i c  
aid projects. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  recognized the  educa t iona l  
b e n e f i t s  accru ing  from such a campaign. 

An i n t e r im  t a s k  f o r c e  was set up to ensure  follow-through on t h e  four  ag reed  
areas of act ivi ty .  

29. The Peace and Ant i - In te rvent ion  workshop recommends t h e  r e a f f i r m a t i o n  and 
implementation of the  r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  1986 North  American Symposium on t h e  
Ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e  and calls  on NGûs :  

(a) To p r e s s u r e  t h e  United States to  suppor t  t he  convening of t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference as de f ined  i n  Genera l  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 
C and to educa te  t h e  peace movement about  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  NGOs should w o r k  
t o  p o p u l a r i z e  the concept  of  t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference through 
campaigns t h a t  inc lude  s logans ;  

(b) To urge a l l  peace and a n t i - i n t e r v e n t i o n  g roups  to work t o  end United 
States suppor t  for Israeli occupat ion  of t h e  W e s t  Bank and Gaza now and 
Co-operate closely w i t h  North American NGûs on t h e  ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ;  

(cl 'ib c o m m i t  symposium p a r t i p a n t s  to convening local committees of NGoS 
t o  v i s i t  local  congressional/parliamentary r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to  d i s c u s s  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference and t-he p u r s u i t  of Middle E a s t  peace w i t h  them; 

(dl To s a l u t e  efforts towards peace undertaken by P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  Israelis 
and other peace-loving forces around t h e  world; 

(e l  To respond e f f e c t i v e l y  to United States global f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n  a 
u n i f i e d  and collective way, p a r t i c u l a r l y  co-operating w i t h  t h e  peace and 
a n t i - i n t e r v e n t i o n  community. 

30. The Re l ig ious  and R e l i e f  Groups Workshop 

(a) Urges r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to  encourage "Holy Land tou r s"  which 
give i n c l u s i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  of people, ideas and sites. G o o d  models are 
a v a i l a b l e  and should be sought  to urge greater youth exchange programmes; 

(b) Urges NACC to explore  t h e  poss ib i l i t y  of promoting an i n t e r f a i t h  day  
of Middle E a s t  peace and appoin t ing  a t a s k  force of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to  develop  
ideas for act ivi t ies  to be c i r c u l a t e d  i n  NACC n e w s l e t t e r ;  

( c l  Urges immediate i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and other appropriate a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
the t rea tment  of United States c i t i z e n s  ( P a l e s t i n i a n  and other Arab Americans) 
who, wi th  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  journey to Israel and t h e  occupied terr i tor ies  for a 
v i s i t .  They are o f t e n  not allowed i n t o  t h e  country.  If they are granted  a 
short  s t a y  t h e i r  passports are he ld  and high bonds ( thousands  of dollars) are 
requ i r ed  till the i r  d e p a r t u r e ;  
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(d) Urges increased  advocacy e f f o r t s  through cont inuous  monitor ing , 
q u e s t i o n i n g  , cha l l eng ing  and in f luenc ing  of pub l i c  p o l i c y ,  i n  Washington and 
O t t a w a  and through d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s  i n  local communities; 

(el Urges an ecumenical approach t o  cons t i t uency  educa t ion  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  
model given by t h e  P resby te r i ans  i n  their  Moderator's Conference on t h e  Middle 
E a s t  he ld  i n  A p r i l  1987. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  u rge  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  a v a i l a b l e  r e sources  
through NACC; 

( f )  Urges l i s t i n g  of r e sources  on t h e  Middle East through NACC network, 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  some means to network w i t h  one ano the r  about  what is a v a i l a b l e ;  

(9) Encourages t h e  Nat iona l  Counci l  o f  Churches i n  i ts d ia logue  wi th  t h e  
United States e v a n g e l i c a l  C h r i s t i a n  community concerning theology r e l a t e d  to 
Middle E a s t  i s sues .  

31. The Thi rd  World Communities Workshop cons idered  t h e  problems and 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  increasirrg co-operation and in te rchange  between t h e  movement 
for peace and j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  and t h i r d  world communities and t h e i r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The workshop took  note  of t h e  f a i l u r e  to attract  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l l y  oppressed m i n o r i t i e s  and urges  t h e  adopt ion o f  t h e  
fo l lowing  recomnendations : 

(a) The f a c i l i t a t i o n  o f  g r e a t e r  i n t e rchange  wi th  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
t h i r d  world o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  

(b) The p u r s u i t  of d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  Congressional  black and Hispanic  
caucuses  on t h e  ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  to  promote an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
peace conference;  

( c l  The development of a n e t w o r k  of  t h i r d  world a c t i v i s t s  and e x p e r t s  on 
the  ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ;  

(d)  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  d e l e g a t i o n s  to  t h e  Middle East: 

(e l  The c r e a t i o n  of an  NACC sub-comnittee to implement the  above 
r ecommendat ions .  

3 2. Addi t iona l ,  more comprehensive s t r a t e g i e s  and tactics emanating from t h e  
workshops and d i s c u s s i o n  groups are reproduced i n  annexes I and II to t h e  
p r e s e n t  paper and should be c a r e f u l l y  cons ide red  by t h e  NGû community. 

33. NGOs attendirrg t h e  p r e s e n t  meeting have selected a North American 
Co-ordinating Committee. During t h e  coming year ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  is charged by 
t h i s  meeting to co-ordinate t h e  work  of t h e  North American N G û s  p r e s e n t  i n  
Pursu ing  our  common o b j e c t i v e s  and strategies. The NGûs p r e s e n t  r eques t  a 
report from the Committee a t  the  1988 Nor th  American symposium i n  order t o  
e v a l u a t e  its e f f o r t s .  W e  urge con t inu ing  North American N G û  suppor t  for t h e  
North American Co-ord ina t ing  Comaittee as it w o r k s  to accomplish t h e  
o b j e c t i v e s  stated i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  Declara t ion .  
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34. The Nor th  American Regional  NGO Symposiuin on t h e  Quest ion of P a l e s t i n e  
r e a f f i r m s  the  importance of t h e  work  of the u n i t e d  Nat ions R e l i e f  and Works 
Agency for P a l e s t i n e  Refugees i n  the Near E a s t  (UNRWA) and s t r o n g l y  suppor t s  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from the Governments of the United S t a t e s  and Canada a t  the 
c u r r e n t  or higher  l e v e l s .  The NGOs s t r o n g l y  reject attempts on t h e  p a r t  of 
some i n  the United States  to de- leg i t i in ize  t h e  importance of the work of UNRWA. 

35. W e ,  t h e  North American NGOs,  have taken note of t h e  con t inu ing  assaul t s  
on P a l e s t i n i a n  refugee camps and have du ly  condemned the a t roci t ies  committed, 
cal led for the s i e g e  to be l i f t e d  permanently and called f o r  t h e  free flow of 
medical a s s i s t a n c e  and other relief to t h e  camps. 

36. W e  urge  a l l  people and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  working towards an end to the 
I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  c o n f l i c t  to suppor t ,  through an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace 
conference  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s  of r e t u r n ,  t he  r i g h t  of se l f -de t e rmina t ion  
and t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of an independent  P a l e s t i n i a n  S ta te  a l o n g s i d e  I s r a e l  as  
a basis  for a comprehensive and l a s t i n g  peace. 

NACC wishes to con t inue  to ac t  a s  a ' r e s o u r c e  for the u n i t e d  Nat ions  Committee 
on t h e  Exerc i se  o f  the I n a l i e n a b l e  R igh t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People and the 
Div i s ion  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  R igh t s ,  a s  requested.  NACC requests t h a t  the u n i t e d  
Nat ions  con t inue  i ts  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  of an NACC p r e p a r a t o r y  meeting so t h a t  
NACC can f u l f i l  its o b l i g a t i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  to the  1988 North American 
Symposium on t h e  Quest ion o f  P a l e s t i n e .  

37. In  order to con t inue  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  between the u n i t e d  Nat ions and the 
North American NGO coinmunity, w e  u rge  both the Committee on the Exerc i se  of 
the I n a l i e n a b l e  R igh t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People and the Div i s ion  for 
P a l e s t i n i a n  R i g h t s  to send r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to t h e  major North American NGO 
conferences .  

38. W e  urge t h e  Chairman of t h e  Committee on the Exerc i se  of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  
R i g h t s  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People to convey this Dec la ra t ion  to the General  
Asseinbly a t  its forty-second s e s s i o n  a s  part  of t h e  Committee's r e p o r t .  

Notes - 
a/ The Immigration and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  S e r v i c e  is seeking  to deport 

seven P a l e s t i n i a n s  and one Kenyan under the McCarran-Walter A c t ,  accus ing  them 
of membership i n  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  which promotes i n t e r n a t i o n a l  coininunism as  
w e l l  as other t e c h n i c a l  iiainigration v i o l a t i o n s .  
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Annex. I I 

MESSAGE FROM MR. YASSER ARAFAT, CHAIRMAN 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PALESTINE 

LIBERATION ORGANIZATION, TO THE SYMPOSIUM 

Revolu t ionary  Gree t ings ,  

1. On the occas ion  of t h e  convening o f  your esteemed North American 
Regional  NGO Symposium i n  N e w  Y o r k ,  I am pleased to send to you, on behalf  of 
ou r  P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people, on behal f  of t h e  members of the Execut ive  
C o m m i t t e e  of the P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  Organiza t ion  (PM)  and on my own 
pe r sona l  behalf, t h e  most cordial  g r e e t i n g s  and s i n c e r e  best wishes  f o r  your 
Symposium's success  i n  a t t a i n  the o b j e c t i v e s  for which it has been convened. 

2. I a v a i l  myself of t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to expres s  to you our people's 
g r a t i t u d e  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  for the worthy effor ts  which you a r e  r a k i n g  to a i d  
and support the j u s t  s t r u g g l e  o f  our  people, under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  P a ,  
its sole legit imate r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  for t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  its i n a l i e n a b l e  
n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  i nc lud ing  its r i g h t  to r e t u r n ,  i ts  r i g h t  to 
se l f -de te r in ina t ion  and its r igh t  to establ ish its independent  S t a t e  on i t s  
n a t i o n a l  soil, P a l e s t i n e .  I wish also to c i te  and coinmend t h e  va luab le  
efforts and a c t i v i t i e s  of your C o m m i t t e e  to enab le  our  people to e x e r c i s e  its 
i n a l i e n a b l e  n a t i o n a l  r igh ts .  

3. Your NGO Symposium is being he ld  a t  a time when grave ,  s e n s i t i v e  and 
d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  beset our  people, both i n s i d e  the occupied homeland and 
outs ide,  i n  dispersal  and e x i l e ,  and a t  a time of i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  the 
imperialist-Israeli conspi racy  a g a i n s t  our  P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people aimed a t  
l i q u i d a t i n g  its i d e n t i t y  and its n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  e f f a c i n g  and e l i m i n a t i n g  
its sole legitimate r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  the P U ,  and imposing c a p i t u l a t i o n  on it. 

4 .  I n  ou r  occupied land ,  our people are  f a c i n g  t h e  " i r o n  fist' p o l i c y  
being implemented by the Z i o n i s t  occupat ion  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  whose forces and 
arined gangs are c a r r y i n g  o u t  ac t s  of r e p r e s s i o n ,  oppres s ion ,  a r son ,  murder, 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  expuls ion  and d e p o r t a t i o n  a g a i n s t  o u r  people and our  na t ion .  
With the suppor t  and p r o t e c t i o n  of the Government of the Z i o n i s t  enemy, these 
Z i o n i s t  gangs and forces d a i l y  practise organized  terrorism a g a i n s t  ou r  
people, violate  t h e  s a n c t i t y  of r e l i g i o u s  holy  places, b o t h  C h r i s t i a n  and 
Musliia, c o n f i s c a t e  property land  and water, b u i l d  Z i o n i s t  s e t t l e m e n t s  on t h e  
usurped si tes and close down schools and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  These extremist gangs 
even a t tack the  cainps, such a s  Dheisheh and Balata, a s  w e l l  a s  a t t a c k i n g  
towns and v i l l a g e s ,  as  happened i n  the case of Qa lq i lya  and Rafah.  These 
ex t r e in i s t ,  terrorist  forces are still  engaging i n  these ac ts  of savagery  
a g a i n s t  our  people, our towns and our  camps under a planned p o l i c y  supe rv i sed  
by the Israeli  occupat ion  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  w i t h  due d i s t r i b u t i o n  of role. Things 
have corne to t h e  p o i n t  o f  c o n t i n u a l  and c o n s t a n t  p e r p e t r a t i o n  of the crime of 
the J u d a i z a t i o n  of Islamic and C h r i s t i a n  holy  places, which has  even affected 
t h e  Holy C i t y  of Jerusalem. All t h i s  is being done w i t h  t he  g o a l  of inducing 
our  people to emigra te  and l eave  its home count ry .  
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5 .  I n  Lebanon, i n  app l i ca t ion  of t h e  po l i cy  of content iousness  and arrogance 
of power and w i t h  absolute support from the United S t a t e s  Adminis t ra t ion,  
I s r a e l ,  through its a i r ,  naval and land forces, is launching almost d a i l y  
raids a g a i n s t  our people ' s  camps, using t h e  most modern weapons and m i l i t a r y  
ma te r i a l  produced by the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r sena l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  car ry ing  o u t  a 
naval  blockade of t h e  Lebanese c o a s t  and preventing medicines and food froin 
reaching t h e  camps. I s r a e l  is also backing and support ing c e r t a i n  c l i e n t  
forces i n  Lebanon, which have imposed a total  blockade on our camps, which 
s t i l l  cont inues,  and have launched a war of genocide and s t a r v a t i o n  a g a i n s t  
o u r  people i n  t h e  camps, i n  implementation of the United S t a t e s - I s r a e l i  plan 
aiined a t  l i q u i d a t i n g  the P a l e s t i n i a n  presence i n  Lebanon and d iv id ing  and 
fraginenting Lebanon i n t o  stnall f a c t i o n a l  S t a t e s  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  the 
Balkanizat ion of the  whole region. 

6 .  On another l e v e l ,  and in  the context  of t he  po l i cy  of aggression and t h e  
declared war being waged a g a i n s t  ou r  people i n s i d e  and outs ide the occupied 
land of P a l e s t i n e ,  w i t h  support from the  United S t a t e s  Adminis t ra t ion,  some 
members of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Congress a r e  en te r ing  a new chapter  i n  the 
conspiracy - t h e  aggress ive  p l o t  a g a i n s t  our  people and its l eg i t ima te  
r ep resen ta t ive ,  the PLO. T h i s  is reflected i n  the aggress ive  a t tempts  to  
close the o f f i c e s  of the PLO i n  Washington and New Y o r k ,  i n  spi te  of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  one of these offices ope ra t e s  wi th in  United S t a t e s  law and the other is 
the  Permanent Observer o f f i c e  of the PLO a t  t h e  Headquarters of the uni ted  
Nations,  which is bound to the uni ted  S t a t e s  Administration by an i r r evocab le  
Agreement on non-interference w i t h  States t h a t  are Members of  or Observers to 
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organization. A t  the saine t i m e ,  leading o f f i c i a l s  such a s  
P res iden t  Reagan and, on h i s  behalf ,  Mr. Shul tz  a t t a c k  the PLû and our 
Nat ional  Council, which is c o n s t i t u t e d  of r ep resen ta t ives  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
people,  and a t t a c k  its re so lu t ions ,  the most prominent of  which is the one 
t h a t  i n s i s t e d  on t h e  convening of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference, w i t h  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of the perinanent members of the Secur i ty  Council and the p a r t i e s  
concerned i n  the c o n f l i c t  i n  the Middle E a s t ,  together  w i t h  the P a ,  i n  order 
to e s t a b l i s h  a j u s t ,  l a s t i n g  and coiaprehensive peace i n  the region. 

. 

7. The e s c a l a t i o n  of these a t tempts  during the p resen t  per iod is b u t  a p a r t  
of t h e  United S t a t e s  po l i cy  of h o s t i l i t y  to our people, d is regard  far its 
na t iona l  r i g h t s  and r e f u s a l  to recognize the PLO as  the Sole, l e g i t b a t e  
r ep resen ta t ive  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people. 
you a t  t h i s  Serninar to e l u c i d a t e  and s tydy t h i s  ques t ion ,  l e g a l l y  and 
p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and to furn ish  o b j e c t i v e  proofs  4 d arguments to repel this 
caiopaign of randan charges directed a*inst ubl e PLO and the s t r u g g l e  of our  
people i n  order to prevent  ou r  peuple from exerc is ing  i ts  ina l i enab le  r i g h t s .  

I t  is therefore i n c l r b e n t  upon 

8. Our P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab people,  i n  spite of a l l  these consp i r ac i e s  and 
cha l lenges  confront ing it, w i l l  cont inue i ts  m i l i t a r y  course w i t h  firm reso lve  
and a s t rong  w i l l  to achieve its n a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  of freedoin, independence 
and na t iona l  sovereignty.  

9. The s t r u g g l e  being waged by our people is a s t r u g g l e  for the 
establ ishment  of a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  the .region, a peace based on 
r eso lu  t ions  having in  ter n a t i o n a l  leg it iinacy a s  repr es en t a  ted by the-  -Un it ed 
Nations,  r e so lu t ions  which  recognize the l eg i t ima te  and ina l i enab le  r i g h t s  Of 
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o u r  people. Our people has s ta ted its desire for the es t ab l i shmen t  of peace 
through the r e s o l u t i o n s  adopted by its Na t iona l  Counci l ,  convened a t  A lg ie r s  
from 20 to 25 April 1987. These r e s o l u t i o n s  suppor ted  t h e  c a l l  for the 
convening of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace conference  on t h e  basis  of United Nat ions 
General  Asselably r e s o l u t i o n s  38/58 C of 1 3  December 1983 and 41/43 D of 
2 December 1986, i.e. , on the  basis  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l eg i t imacy  as r ep resen ted  
i n  a l l  the United Nat ions r e s o l u t i o n s  concerning the q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  and 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  Middle East ,  i nc lud ing  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  r e s o l u t i o n  242 
(1967) ,  and on t h e  basis of t h e  r i g h t  to se l f -de t e rmina t ion  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  
Arab people and its r i g h t  to es tab l i sh  its f r e e  and independent  State .  

10. You bear  upon your shou lde r s  great r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  
b r ing ing  a b o u t  a j u s t ,  l a s t i n g  and comprehensive s o l u t i o n  to t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  
t h e  region.  Hence the  importance of the convening of your Çy1,nposiuin i n  these 
p a r t i c u l a r  c i rcuinstances,  so t h a t  you may, through your v a l u a b l e  and s e r i o u s  
s t u d i e s  and d i s c u s s i o n s ,  c o n t r i b u t e  to f i n d i n g  the appropriate and possible 
ways and means and s u i t a b l e  mechanism,  s o l u t i o n s  and p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  a 
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  c h r o n i c  c o n f l i c t  i n  the Middle East  reg ion .  We a r e  
c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  and s t u d i e s  that  w i l l  emerge from your Symposium 
w i l l  have g r e a t  importance and u t i l i t y  i n  he lp ing  to enab le  ou r  people to 
e x e r c i s e  its i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ,  as  w e l l  as  the  cause  of  peace, r e g i o n a l  as  
w e l l  a s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  

11. I n  conclus ion ,  I reiterate to you lay deep g r a t i t u d e  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  and 
wish  your Symposium abundant progress and success  i n  its work. 

12.  It  is r e v o l u t i o n  u n t i l  v i c t o r y .  
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Annex III 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS 

Non-governinental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

Ainerica-Israel Counci l  for I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  Peace 
Amer i c a  n- A r  a b Ant i -Discr i l n i  n a t i o n  Coinin i t tee 
American Baptist  Churches 
American F r i ends  Service Committee 
American Jewish A l t e r n a t i v e s  to Zionisrii 
Arab Pales t i n e  Associa t i o n  
Arab Women I s  Counci l  
Assoc ia t ion  of Arab-American U n i v e r s i t y  Graduates-, Inc.  
Canadian Arab Fede ra t ion  
Cathol ic  Near E a s t  Welfare Assoc ia t ion  
C h r i s t i a n  Peace conference  
Church of Humanism 
Coiaiaission of the Churches on I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Affa i r s  of t h e  World Counci l  of Churches 
Fede ra t ion  o f  Arab-American Organiza t ions  
Fede ra t ion  o f  Islamic Assoc ia t ions  i n  the US and Canada 
General  Board o f  Global Ministries 
General  Union of P a l e s t i n e  S tuden t s  i n  the US 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Assoc ia t ion  of Democratic Lawyers 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Jewish Peace Union 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Movement for F r a t a e r n a l  Unity Among Races and Peoples 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organiza t ion  for the E l imina t ion  of All Forms 

Jewish Peace Fellowship 
Middle East Fe l lowship  o f  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  
Musliin World League 
NAJDA: Women Concerned About t he  Middle E a s t  
Na t iona l  Lawyers Guild 
Na t iona l  Assoc ia t ion  o f  Arab-Americans 
Na t iona l  Conference of B l a c k  Lawyers 
Near Eas t  C u l t u r a l  and Educat iona l  Foundation of Canada (NECEF) 
New J e w i s h  Agenda 
November 29th Committee for P a l e s t i n e  
P a l e s t i n e  A i d  S o c i e t y  
P a l e s t i n e  Human Righ t s  Campaign 
People's Anti-War Mobi l i za t ion  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church (USA) 
Quaker u n i t e d  Nat ions O f f i c e  
Save the Ch i ld ren  Fede ra t ion  
United Holy Land Fund 
U S  Peace Counci l  
Washington Area J e w s  for an I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  Peace 
Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Deioocratic Fede ra t ion  
Woiaen's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  League for Peace and Freedom 
World Muslim Congress 
Wor Id Organiza t ion  of Jews from Islamic Count r ies  
world YWCA 

of Racial Discr imina t ion  
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NGO obse rve r s  

Advisory Associates I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  Inc.  
A l l i ance  Against  Woiaen I s  Oppression 
America-Israel Counci l  f o r  I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  Peace 
American Middle Eas t  Peace Research I n s t i t u t e  
American Professors for Peace i n  the Middle E a s t  
Arab American I n s t i t u t e  
Baptist world Al l i ance  
Canadian F r i ends  Se rv ice  Committee 
Canadian P a l e s t i n i a n  Soc ie ty  
Center  for C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R igh t s  
Cent re  d ' e tudes  arabes pour l e  developpeinent (CEAD) 
Coraraittee'for a Democratic P a l e s t i n e  
Finnish-Arab F r i endsh ip  Soc ie ty  
General  Board of Global M i n i s t r i e s  
General  Union of P a l e s t i n e  S tudents  i n  the U S  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Co-ordinat ing Coimittee for NGOs 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Jewish Peace Union 
National Counci l  on Canada-Arab R e l a t i o n s  
Network for Peace and J u s t i c e  i n  the Middle East 
New Jewish Agenda 
November 29th Corminittee for P a l e s t i n e  
O r i e n t a l  Front  
P a l e s t i n e  Arab Fund 
P a l e s t i n i a n - U e r i c a n  Health Assoc ia t ion  
P a l e s t i n i a n  Arab Center  
Resources for Change i n  the Middle East 
Union of P a l e s t i n i a n  women Assoc ia t ions  i n  the U S  
United Nat ions Assoc ia t ions  of New York 
Wainwright House 

on the Question of P a l e s t i n e  

Panel is ts 

T a w f i q  Abu Ghazaleh, Gaza Center  for Righ t s  and L a w  
L a t i f  Dori, Cocainittee for f s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  Dialogue 
Rev. Benjamin Weir, P resby te r i an  Church 

Members and obrrervers o f  t h e  Committee on the Exerc i se  
of  the fhalienable Rights  of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People 

cuba 
Ind ia  
Jordan  
Malta 
Nigeria 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 
United Arab mirates 
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Intergovernmental organizations 

League of Arab States  

Nat ional l ibera  t ion  iooveioen ts 

Pales  t ine  Libera t ion  Otganiza t ion  
South West Africa People's Organization 


