
DIVISION FOR 
PALESTINIAN RIGHTS 

EIGHTEENTH UNITED NATIONS SEMINAR ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

Theme: "The Ina l i enab le  Riqhts of the P a l e s t i n i a n  People" 

Palacio d e  l a s  Convenciones, 
Havana, Cuba 

15-17 December 1987 





- 1 -  

CONTENTS 

11. PANEL DISCUSSION ................................... 50-92 

111. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS .................... 93-107 

Annexe 8 

I. Messaqe from t h e  par t ic ipants  i n  t h e  Seminar 
to  t h e  Secretary-General  .................................e.~.o.~ 

11. Message from t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Seminar 
to t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  ...................... 

111. Message from t h e  par t ic ipants  i n  t h e  Seminar to the 
Chairman of t h e  Execut ive Committee of the 
P a l e s t i n e  L ibe ra t ion  O t q a n i z a t i o n  ............................. 

IV. Motion of  thanks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o . ~ e ~ ~ . . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . . o . ~ ~ . . .  
V. L i s t  of p a r t i c i p a n t s  and observers ........... .................. 

2 

2 

1 4  

26 

32 

33 

3 4  

35 

36 



- 2 -  

INTRODUCTION 

1. The E i g h t e e n t h  United N a t i o n s  Seminar on  t h e  Quest ion o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  
e n t i t l e d  "The i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people", was held a t  t h e  
P a l a c i o  d e  l a s  Convenciones i n  Havana, Cuba, from 15 to  17 December 1987, i n  
accordance w i t h  t h e  terms of  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  40/96 B of 1 2  
December 1985. 

2. The C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  E x e r c i s e  of  t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  People was r e p r e s e n t e d  by a d e l e g a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n q  of 
Mr. Massamba S a r r 6  ( S e n e q a l )  , Chairman of t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  head of t h e  
d e l e g a t i o n ;  Mr. Albert0 Velazco-San Jos6 (Cuba) ; M r .  Pramathesh Rath ( I n d i a )  ; 
and Mr. Zehdi L. T e r z i  ( P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n ) .  
lyr. Massamba S a r r 6  was Chairman and Mr. Pamathesh Rath,  Rapporteur Of t h e  
Seminar. 

3. Four meet ings  were he ld  and 17 p a n e l i s t s  p r e s e n t e d  p a p e r s  on s e l e c t e d  
a s p e c t s  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 26 
Governments, t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( PLO) , 2 United N a t i o n s  
o r g a n s ,  4 United N a t i o n s  proqrammes and s p e c i a l i z e d  a q e n c i e s ,  2 n a t i o n a l  
l i b e r a t i o n  o r q a n i z a t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o b s e r v e r s  of  17 non-qovernmental 
o rqani  z a t i o n s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  Seminar . 

I. OPENING STATEMENTS 

4.  The opening s e s s i o n  of t h e  Seminar was a t t e n d e d  by Mr. J o r q e  R i s q u e t ,  
Member of t h e  Politburo and t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  Chief  of  t h e  Genera l  Department 
for E x t e r n a l  R e l a t i o n s  of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  Communist P a r t y  of 
Cuba. The Seminar was addressed  by Mr. Isidoro Malmierca P e o l i ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  
E x t e r n a l  R e l a t i o n s  of Cuba. I n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  he emphasized t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  
which was t h e  motive of t h e  Seminar was undoubtedly t h e  e p i c e n t r e  of what was 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  known a s  t h e  Middle E a s t  cr is is  or t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Middle 
E a s t .  The t h e f t  of land and of  i ts S t a t e  from t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people by t h e  
c o l o n i a l  Power and t h e  c r e a t i o n  and e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  Z i o n i s t  S t a t e  had 
g i v e n  r i s e  to a c o n f l i c t  which went back f o u r  decades  and,  d e s p i t e  t h e  h e r o i c  
e f fo r t s  of i t s  people and t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  and support t h a t  had 
been for thcominq,  s t i l l  cont inued  today. 

5. The United S t a t e s  of America, i n  p u r s u i t  of i t s  p o l i c y  of  c o n t r o l  and 
hegemony over  t h a t  s t r a t e q i c  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  world,  had l e n t  d e c i s i v e  and f i r m  
suppor t  and a s s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  monster c r e a t e d  by t h e  former metropolis. It 
was t h e  United S t a t e s  which  r e a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  and made u s e  of t h e  Z i o n i s t  
S t a t e  of I s r a e l .  For y e a r s ,  i t  had q i v e n  t h a t  S t a t e  a l l  t h e  f i n a n c i a l ,  
s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l ,  economic and m i l i t a r y  support r e q u i r e d  to s t r e n q t h e n  
Zionism i n  t h e  Arab and P a l e s t i n i a n  l a n d s .  

6. The p a s t  20 y e a r s  had been of s i g n i f i c a n t  importance for t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s t r u g g l e  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e c o q n i t i o n  of t h e  j u s t  c a u s e  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people .  The PLO had been recognized a s  t h e  sole and l e q i t i m a t e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people; t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community had 
understood and condemned t h e  h i s to r i c  i n j u s t i c e  of t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  
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Z i o n i s t  S t a t e  a t  t h e  expense of  t h e  j u s t  r i q h t s  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people: t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  combatants  had fouqht  h e r o i c  b a t t l e s  and those 20 y e a r s  had shown 
t h a t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  i d e n t i t y  could  n o t  be des t royed .  

7. Cuba's p o s i t i o n  was w e l l  known. Cuba had been and would c o n t i n u e  to  be a 
b r o t h e r  i n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ' s  s t ruqqle  and combat. Cuba had expressed  
and wou ld  c o n t i n u e  to  e x p r e s s  i ts i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  combatants  i n  b r i n q i n q  to  f r u i t i o n  t h e  j u s t  a s p i r a t i o n k  of t h a t  
people .  The Cuban p o s i t i o n  had been proclaimed a t  t h e  E i g h t h  Conference Of 

Heads of S t a t e  or Government of Non-Aligned C o u n t r i e s ,  when t h e  Head of  S t a t e  
o f  Cuba had d e c l a r e d  i n  Zimbabwe t h a t  a comprehensive,  j u s t  and d u r a b l e  
s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  could  n o t  be achieved wi thout  t h e  
t o t a l  and u n c o n d i t i o n a l  withdrawal  o f  I s r a e l  from a l l  P a l e s t i n i a n  and o t h e r  
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s  i t  had occupied s i n c e  1967, inc luding  Jerusa lem,  and t h e  
reqa in inq  and e x e r c i s e  i n  P a l e s t i n e  of t h e  l e q i t i m a t e  and i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  
of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ,  inc ludinq  t h e  r i q h t  to  r e t u r n  t o  i ts  home, t h e  
r i q h t  to  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w i t h o u t  e x t e r n a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  t h e  r i q h t  to  
n a t i o n a l  independence a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r i g h t  to  e s t a b l i s h  a s o v e r e i g n  
independent S t a t e  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  

8. Cuba noted w i t h  j o y  and hope t h a t  t h e r e  was a reappear inq  t r e n d  to c r e a t e  
new c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  resuminq t h e  p a t h  towards d 6 t e n t e .  The agreements  s igned  
between P r e s i d e n t  Reagan and Genera l  S e c r e t a r y  Gorbachev t o  l i m i t  short- and 
midium-range n u c l e a r  missiles, and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of reachinq o t h e r  
agreements  to stop t h e  arms race ,  were f i r m  b a s e s  f o r  t h a t  hope. Although i t  
had not  y e t  taken  shape,  t h e r e  was a s e n s e  o f  q u e s t  f o r  balanced n e g o t i a t i o n s  
and mutual r e s p e c t  f o r  problems which had t h r e a t e n e d  peace  and s e c u r i t y  both 
r e q i o n a l l y  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  

9 .  I t  was Washinqton - i n  c o m p l i c i t y  w i t h  T e l  Aviv, a s  had been shown on 
innumerable o c c a s i o n s  - t h a t  was b locking  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  United N a t i o n s  to  
s o l v e  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  problem. That  a g q r e s s i v e  and i r r a t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e  of  
United S t a t e s  imper ia l i sm i n  ignor ing  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  c a u s e  had become even  
more e v i d e n t  r e c e n t l y ,  when t h e  United S t a t e s  S e n a t e  adopted Amendment N o .  
940,  which  made unlawful  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and maintenance of  t h e  o f f i c e s  of 
t h e  PLO i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  The United S t a t e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was t r y i n g  to  
iqnore t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Observer Mission of t h e  PLO to  t h e  United N a t i o n s  was 
p r e s e n t  in  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  accordance w i t h  General  Assembly reso lu t ion  
3237 ( X X I X )  of 22 November 1974, and on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  agreement between t h e  
host c o u n t r y  and t h e  United Nat ions .  

1 0 .  Cuba was convinced of  t h e  need to  hold  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference 
on t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  under United N a t i o n s  a u s p i c e s ,  i n  which a l l  p a r t i e s  
involved ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  PLO, w o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  on a n  e q u a l  f o o t i n q .  T h a t  
wou ld  c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  q u e s t  for a j u s t ,  comprehensive and d u r a b l e  s o l u t i o n  
t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  Cuba suppor ted  t h e  holding of t h a t  Conference,  
a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s  38/58 C and 41/43 D. I t  was t h e  
d u t y  of a l l ,  and of t h e  u n i t e d  N a t i o n s  system, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t s  
Secre ta ry-Genera l ,  to  c o n t i n u e  s t r u g q l i n q  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  was h e l d ,  b u t  under c o n d i t i o n s  which t r u l y  
promoted a d e f i n i t i v e  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  e s t a b l i s h i n q  a 
j u s t  and l a s t i n q  peace i n  t h i s  h i q h l y  important  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  world. 
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11. I s r a e l  and i t s  s t r a t e q i c  a l l i e s ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  had 
f a i l e d  i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  to  d e s t r o y  t h e  f o r c e s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e s i s t a n c e ,  
b u t  they had n o t  h a l t e d  t h e i r  c o n t i n u a l  a c t s  of a q q r e s s i o n  and t h e  f a c t  had t o  
be d e c r i e d  t h a t  t h e  Z i o n i s t  S t a t e  was c o n c e n t r a t i n q  i t s  armoured v e h i c l e s  and 
i ts  s p e c i a l  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  i n  s o u t h e r n  Lebanon, a p p a r e n t l y  a s  a p r e p a r a t o r y  
measure f o r  a n o t h e r  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h a t  count ry .  I t  was reported t h a t  I s r a e l i  
m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a q a i n s t  Lebanon had a l r e a d y  begun. There had been new 
massacres  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, which cont inued  to  e x a c e r b a t e  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  reg ion ,  and f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d  t h e  meeting c u r r e n t l y  beinq h e l d  
by t h e  United N a t i o n s  S e c u r i t y  Counci l .  The S e c u r i t y  Counci l  should make 
every e f f o r t  and f u l l  u s e  of t h e  C h a r t e r  of t h e  United Nat ions  i n  o r d e r  to p u t  
a n  end to t h e  c a u s e s  of t h e  A r a b - I s r a e l i  c o n f l i c t  so t h a t  t h e  occupied l a n d s  
of  P a l e s t i n e  could en joy  t h e  freedom which  would permit t h e  emergence of  a 
s o v e r e i g n  and independent P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e .  

1 2 .  The openinq s e s s i o n  was a l s o  addressed  by Mr. Naseem Mirza,  C h i e f ,  
D i v i s i o n  for P a l e s t i n i a n  R i q h t s ,  on behal f  of t h e  Secretary-General .  I n  
welcominq t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  he noted t h a t  t h e  convening of t h e  Seminar was 
symbolic of t h e  q r e a t  importance which t h e  United N a t i o n s  a t t a c h e d  to t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of  P a l e s t i n e  and of i t s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to  achieve  a j u s t  and l a s t i n q  
s e t t l e m e n t  based on t h e  f u l l  r e c o q n i t i o n  of  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i q h t s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people .  

13 .  The  United N a t i o n s  had been involved i n  t h a t  problem f o r  40 y e a r s  and had 
devoted to  i t  more time and more a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  to  any o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
issue. I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  role o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  E x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  
I n a l i e n a b l e  R i q h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People s i n c e  its e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1975 
had been of q r e a t  s i q n i f i c a n c e  i n  terms of s e n s i t i z i n q  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c  
o p i n i o n  to  t h e  p l i q h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  and developinq a c t i o n  
p r o p o s a l s  to  b r i n q  about  a j u s t  s o l u t i o n .  

1 4 .  The c o n t i n u i n q  and p e r s i s t e n t  e f fo r t s  of t h e  United Nat ions  had, o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  y e a r s ,  produced a wide measure of aqreement on t h e  e l e m e n t s  to  be 
included i n  a comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t ,  namely: 
t h e  withdrawal of I s r a e l i  f o r c e s  from Arab t e r r i t o r i e s  occupied s i n c e  1967; 
respect f o r  and acknowledqement of t h e  s o v e r e i q n t y ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e q r i t y  and 
p o l i t i c a l  independence of all S t a t e s  i n  t h e  r e q i o n  and t h e i r  r i q h t  to  l i v e  i n  
peace w i t h i n  secure and recoqnized boundaries;  and a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  problem, based o n  t h e  r e c o q n i t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  r i q h t s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people, inc ludinq  t h e  r i q h t  to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  I n  t h a t  
c o n t e x t ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  Jerusalem remained of  pr imary importance.  

15. I n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on t h e  
Q u e s t i o n  of  P a l e s t i n e  he ld  a t  Geneva i n  1983, had c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  conveninq o f  
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace c o n f e r e n c e  on t h e  Middle East and had s p e l l e d  o u t  i ts  
q u i d e l i n e s  a s  w e l l  a s  determined t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  T h a t  proposa l  had been 
endorsed by t h e  General  Assembly i n  r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C of 13 December 1983 and 
a t  each s e s s i o n  s i n c e  then. The r e c e n t  d e b a t e s  i n  t h e  Assembly had confirmed 
t h e  overwhelming sent iment  i n  favour  of a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  of t h a t  long-standing 
c o n f l i c t  voiced by a l l  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and t h e  q r e a t  preoccupat ion  w i t h  which 
they  viewed t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  c u r r e n t  danqerous s t a l e m e n t  i n  t h e  reqion.  
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16. Despite t h e  long- s t and inq  United N a t i o n s  involvement i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  t h e  numerous r e s o l u t i o n s  adop ted  by b o t h  t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counc i l  and 
t h e  Genera l  Assembly, t h e  people of  t h e  a r e a  had expe r i enced  c o n s t a n t  
s u f f e r i n q  and f i v e  major wars. A t  t h e  core of  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  was t h e  p l i q h t  o f  
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, most o f  whom l i v e d  under o c c u p a t i o n  or i n  e x i l e .  

17. The United N a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  do  a l l  i t  c o u l d  to  a s s i s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people. S i n c e  1950, t h e  United N a t i o n s  R e l i e f  and W o r k s  Agency f o r  P a l e s t i n e  
Refuqees i n  t h e  Near E a s t ,  under ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  had p rov ided  
s h e l t e r ,  food,  and e s p e c i a l l y  medical  and e s s e n t i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  
P a l e s t i n e  r e f u q e e s ,  who numbered more t h a n  2 m i l l i o n .  O the r  United N a t i o n s  
a g e n c i e s  a l s o  provided economic and social a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
People;  p a r t i c u l a r  ment ion should be made o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  and t e c h n i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  proqramme unde r t aken  i n  t h e  West Bank and t h e  Gaza S t r i p  th rouqh  
t h e  United N a t i o n s  Development Programme. 

18. The United N a t i o n s  r e t a i n e d  a p r imary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to c o n t i n u e  t o  
s t r i v e  f o r  a s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  q u e s t i o n  and t h e  Sec re t a ry -Genera l  
remained determined to p e r s e v e r e  i n  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  a n e q o t i a t e d  peace i n  t h e  
Middle E a s t  which would e n s u r e  j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l  peoples i n  t h e  r eq ion .  The 
Seminar cou ld  do much to h e l p  i n  t h a t  e f f o r t .  

19. Mr. Massamba S a r r 6 ,  welcoming t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  1987 marked 
a number of a n n i v e r s a r i e s  which had a f f e c t e d  t h e  f a t e  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and i t s  
people. Seven ty  y e a r s  ago, t h e  e v e n t f u l  B a l f o u r  D e c l a r a t i o n  had been adopted 
promisinq to e s t a b l i s h  a homeland i n  P a l e s t i n e  f o r  t h e  J e w i s h  people, i g n o r i n g  
t h e  fundamental  and i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s .  F o r t y  y e a r s  ago, 
t h e  General  Assembly had adopted r e s o l u t i o n  181 (11) c a l l i n q  f o r  p a r t i t i o n  Of 
P a l e s t i n e  i n t o  t w o  S t a t e s  and a s s i g n i n g  a special s t a t u s  t o  Je rusa l em.  Only 
one of  t h o s e  t w o  S t a t e s ,  I s rae l ,  had come i n t o  being.  The P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e  
s t i l l  remained t o  come i n t o  e x i s t e n c e .  1987 a l so  marked t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
a n n i v e r s a r y  of  t h e  1967 war i n  t h e  Middle East which had r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n  by I s rea l ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  of t h e  West Bank, i n c l u d i n g  East J e r u s a l e m  
and Gaza, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Golan He igh t s .  F ive  y e a r s  had passed since t h e  
massacre  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a t  Sabra  and S h a t i l a  r e f u g e e  camps i n  Lebanon. 

20. For 70 y e a r s ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  l and  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  r eve red  by t h r e e  g r e a t  
r e l i q i o n s  of  t h e  world,  had seen  no peace. C o n f l i c t s  and wars had e r u p t e d  and 
t h e  c y c l e  o f  v i o l e n c e  c o n t i n u e d  to mount. A whole people, P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  had 
been uprooted from t h e i r  h e a r t h s  and homes and e x i s t e d  i n  e x i l e ,  i n  r e f u q e e  
camps or under o c c u p a t i o n .  

21. For 4 0  y e a r s ,  t h e  United N a t i o n s  had c o n t i n u e d  i t s  t i re less  e f f o r t s  to 
b r ing  abou t  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace to  t h e  Middle E a s t .  A s  a par t  of t h a t  
e f f o r t ,  t h e  United N a t i o n s  had e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i n  1976, t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on  t h e  
Exercise  of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People .  I n  t h e  
d i s c h a r q e  of its f u n c t i o n s ,  t h e  Committee, i n  1976, had fo rmula t ed  a set o f  
recommendations which inc luded  a two-stage p l a n  f o r  t h e  return of  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  t o  t h e i r  homes and p r o p e r t y ,  a t ime- t ab le  f o r  t h e  withdrawal  o f  
I s r a e l i  f o r c e s  from t h e  occup ied  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  and endorsement o f  t h e  i n h e r e n t  
r i q h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  n a t i o n a l  independence and 
s o v e r e i q n t y .  By i ts  r e s o l u t i o n  31/20 of 2 4  November 1976, t h e  Genera l  Assembly 
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had endorsed the recommendations of the Committee "as a basis for the solution 
of the question of Palestine". Those recommendations had been endorsed every 
year since 1976 by the Assembly with an ever-increasing vote. However, those 
recommendations could not be implemented since the Security Council had not 
been able to adopt them. 

2 2 .  The Committee had continued its efforts at the United Nations and throuqh 
other forums to mobilize world public opinion in support of the Palestinian 
cause and for the achievement of a just, comprehensive and lastinq peace in 
the Middle East. To that end, it had organized, since 1980, a number of 
seminars and symposia as well as international meetings of non-governmental 
organizations. 
different aspects of the question of Palestine had been prepared and issued. 
Journalists encounters had also been held. Since 1978, on 29 November each 
Year, the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People had been 
solemnly observed. The Governments and the peoples of Latin American 
countries had contributed significantly to the Committee's efforts at the 
United Nations and other forums. 

Under its guidance a number of studies and publications on 

23. The conditions in the occupied Palestinian territories continued to 
worsen. Israel continued to establish settlements in the occupied Arab 
territories in violation of the Geneva Convention and of United Nations 
resolutions. Israel also persisted in its policy of confiscating Arab-owned 
lands and divertinq precious water resources from Palestinian to Israeli use. 
The "iron-fist" policy continued to be imposed. The situation remained grave 
and tense. 

24. The International Conference on the Question of Palestine, which was held 
at Geneva in 1983 with the participation of 117 States and 20 observer States 
as well as 100 non-qovernmental organizations, recommended that an 
international peace conference on the Middle East should be convened under the 
auspices of the United Nations with the participation of all parties to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, including the United States of America, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and other concerned States, as well as the PLO, on 
an equal footinq with other parties. That recommendation was adopted by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 38/58 C and, for the past four years ,  the 
Assembly had repeated its request for  conveninq the Conference in accordance 
with the guidelines and participation laid down in its resolution 38/58 C .  

25. The Secretary-General of the United Nations had stated in his latest 
report to the General Assembly and the Security Council that the gaps between 
the parties remained wide as reqards procedural aspects but that those gaps 
were not insurmountable. The major obstacle was, as the Secretary-General 
stated, "the inability of the Government of Israel as a whole to agree on the 
Principle of an international conference under United Nations auspices". 

26. The Secretary-General had expressed his determination to continue his 
efforts towards the convening of the Conference. The General Assembly in its 
latest resolution 42/66 D of 2 December 1987 had called, once aqain, for the 
convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East in 
conformity with the provisions of resolution 38/58 C. The Committee on 
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t h e  E x e r c i s e  of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People would 
c o n t i n u e  i t s  e f f o r t s  towards convening t h a t  Conference p a r t i c u l a r l y  th rouqh  
m o b i l i z a t i o n  of publ ic  o p i n i o n  and Government s u p p o r t  i n  a l l  r e g i o n s  of t h e  
wor Id.  

27. Mr. Imad J a d a ' a ,  Ambassador of  t h e  PLO to  Cuba, conveyed a message from 
Mr. Yasser A r a f a t ,  Chairman of t h e  Execut ive Committee of t h e  PLO. In  t h a t  
message i t  was s t r e s s e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  time t h e  Seminar was being h e l d ,  t h e  
Z i o n i s t  enemy was s tepping  up i ts  a c t s  of  r e p r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people  under I s r a e l i  occupat ion .  Those a q u r e s s i v e  p r a c t i c e s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  
r a c i s t  Z i o n i s t  policies which c o n s t i t u t e d  a nega t ion  of t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  
n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  i t s  homeland. 

28. The Government of t h e  Z i o n i s t  enemy was pursuing t h e  " i r o n - f i s t "  p o l i c y ,  
w h i c h  involved s t e p p i n g  up t h e  campaigns of r e p r e s s i o n ,  c o l l e c t i v e  
imprisonment, c o n f i s c a t i o n  of land and t h e  sources of water ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
houses ,  forced  e m i g r a t i o n  of  t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  d e p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i g h t e r s  from 
t h e i r  homeland, encouragement f o r  gangs of t e r r o r i s t  se t t lers  by f inancinq and 
arminq them to  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  t e r r o r i s t  o p e r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  holy p l a c e s  i n  
Jerusa lem,  Hebron and Bethlehem and a g a i n s t  t h e  s o n s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  
i n  t h e i r  towns, v i l l a g e s  and camps, i n  order t o  s o w  t e r ror  i n  t h e i r  mids t  and 
compel t h e m  to leave  t h e i r  homeland. That p o l i c y  was r e f l e c t e d  a l s o  i n  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Jewish settlements i n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ' s  l and  and i n  t h e  
dernoqraphic changes i n  t h e  occupied zones.  

29. T h o s e  a g g r e s s i v e  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  p r a c t i c e s  had been condemned by 
U n i t e d  Nat ions  r e s o l u t i o n s  and by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  convent ions .  I n  t h e  f a c e  of 
t h a t  p o l i c y  and p r a c t i c e  of a g g r e s s i o n ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  rose a s  a 
g i a n t ,  f i rm i n  its r e s i s t a n c e  through t h e  c o n t i n u a l  popular  u p r i s i n g s  which 
took t h e  form of demonst ra t ions  by t h e  people ,  s t r i kes  and p r o t e s t s ,  and of 
a l l  forms of popular  s t r u q q l e ,  inc ludinq  m i l i t a r y  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
o c c u p i e r .  I n  t h a t  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people was r e f l e c t i n q  i t s  
deep-seated n a t i o n a l  u n i t y ,  c e n t r e d  wholly around t h e  PLO a s  i ts  sole and 
l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and r e f l e c t i n q  a l s o  i t s  f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t h e  
j u s t i c e  of i ts  c a u s e  and of its i n a l i e n a b l e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  i n  i t s  homeland, 
a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  r e j e c t i o n  of  t h e  a q q r e s s i v e  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  policies pursued 
by the enemy. 

30. T h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  peace was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  S e s s i o n  of t h e  P a l e t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l ,  which 
c a l l e d  €or t h e  holding of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle 
Eas t  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s  38/58 C and 41/43 D ,  w i t h  
t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  t h e  f i v e  permanent members of t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  and 
a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  to t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  inc luding  t h e  PLO on a n  
e q u a l  f o o t i n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i e s .  

31.  There was a m r l d  consensus  concern ing  t h e  need t o  h o l d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Peace Conference,  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  was t h e  o n l y  way to  e n s u r e  a j u s t ,  
l a s t i n q  and comprehensive peace i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r e a s .  T h a t  
consensus had been e x p r e s s e d ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  i n  r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  Arab Summit 
Conference,  t h e  Movement of Non-Aligned C o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
I s l a m i c  Conference and t h e  Organiza t ion  o f  A f r i c a n  Unity,  a s  w e l l  a s  by 
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the c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  s o c i a l i s t  community, t h e  European Common Market, t h e  
S o c i a l i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  China and others. Only t h e  United S t a t e s  
Adminis t ra t ion  and I s r a e l  were opposed to t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus;  I s r a e l  
would be unable to  oppose t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus  w i t h o u t  t h e  cont inued  
suppor t  which i t  rece ived  from t h e  United S t a t e s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  - m i l i t a r y ,  
economic, f i n a n c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and d ip lomat ic .  

32. V r .  Ammar Amari ( T u n i s i a ) ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  
S i t u a t i o n  wi th  Regard to  t h e  Implementation o f  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  on t h e  Grant ing 
of Independence to  C o l o n i a l  C o u n t r i e s  and Peoples, emphasized t h a t  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  cont inued  to  c o n s t i t u t e  a c r i s i s  w i t h  an 
e x p l o s i v e  p o t e n t  i a  1, se r i o u s  l y  endanqe r i ng i n t e  r n a t  iona 1 peace and secu r i t y  . 
O u t s i d e  t h e  framework of  a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  to  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  problem, no 
d u r a b l e  s o l u t i o n  to t h e  Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t  could be found. A comprehensive 
s e t t l e m e n t  covering a l l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  Middle E a s t  c r i s i s  could  n o t  p o s s i b l y  
be conceived w i t h o u t  t h e  involvement of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people .  

33.  The people  of P a l e s t i n e  had f o r  too long been depr ived  of i ts  fundamental  
and i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  to de termine  i ts  d e s t i n y ;  i t  had f o r  too long been 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  c r u e l  r e p r e s s i v e  measures. One heard more o f t e n  of  v o c i f e r o u s  
and a p p r o b r i o u s  condemnation of the breach of  human r i g h t s  to  freedom of 
movement, and y e t  so l i t t l e  was s a i d  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n q  P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  who were 
p r o h i b i t e d  even from re-en tar inq  what used to  be t h e i r  towns and t h e i r  homes, 
a s  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  had been taken  away from them. The P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  had to  
be g iven  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e x e r c i s e  f o r t h w i t h  i ts  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  t o  
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  inc luding  t h e  r i g h t  to  e s t a b l i s h  an independent  S t a t e .  

34. Over t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  General  Assembly had set  o u t  i n  no u n c e r t a i n  terms 
t h e  course  of a c t i o n  t o  be t a k e n  a s  a f i r s t  s t e p  towards t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  , in  the area: the convocat ion of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference 
o n  t h e  Middle  E a s t .  I t  was encouraging to  n o t e  t h a t  a growing measure of 
suppor t  e x i s t e d  f o r  t h e  convening of t h a t  Conference,  under t h e  a u s p i c e s  of 
t h e  United N a t i o n s ,  to s e r v e  a s  a n e g o t i a t i n g  b a s i s  towards a comprehensive 
s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t .  

35. While i n c r e a s i n q  world-wide support f o r  and deeper  understandinq of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  c a u s e  was to be c o n t i n u o u s l y  sought ,  concer ted  a c t i o n  had t o  be 
t a k e n  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  to persuade  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  of I s r a e l  t o  compel i t  to  
respond to t h e  w i l l  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n e .  

36.  I t  had to be impressed upon I s r a e l  t h a t  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  t e r r i t o r y  by 
force contravened a l l  norms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conduct ;  t h a t  its armed 
a g g r e s s i o n  and other r e p r e s s i v e  measures  would not  be t o l e r a t e d  any longer ;  
t h a t  t i m e  was overdue f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of an independent P a l e s t i n i a n  
S t a t e ;  and t h a t  t h e  PLO had to  be involved i n  any comprehensive n e g o t i a t i o n s  
to t h a t  end. 

37. 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o p i n i o n  towards t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  United 
Nat ions  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  a l l  people under a l i e n  or 

T h e  S p e c i a l  Committee a t t a c h e d  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  to t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of 



- 9 -  

c o l o n i a l  domination. The S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  was profoundly  aware of  t h e  power 
of an a l e r t  a d  informed world p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  s t r u q q l e  f o r  human r i q h t s  
and a g a i n s t  i n j u s t i c e  i n  a l l  i t s  forms. 

38. Mr. N a s r e l d i n  A. M. I d r i e s  (Sudan) ,  represent incj  t h e  S p e c i a l  Committee 
a q a i n s t  Apar the id ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
p e o p l e ' s  i n a l i e n a b l e  and l e g i t i m a t e  r i q h t s ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  a q a i n s t  
Apartheid had, on e v e r y  occas ion ,  j o i n e d  i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  of  t h e  United N a t i o n s  
and t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. The C o m m i t t e e  had g i v e n  unequivocal  s u p p o r t  
t o  the  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ' s  s t r u q g l e  c a r r i e d  o u t  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  people. The Committee suppor ted  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t  to  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and s t a t e h o o d .  

39. The root c a u s e  of t h e  p l i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people was t h e  d e n i a l  O f  

i t s  r i g h t  to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  a s  i t  was w i t h  t h e  p l i q h t  of  t h e  black 
m a j o r i t y  i n  South Afr ica .  Both problems, P a l e s t i n e  a s  w e l l  a s  a p a r t h e i d ,  had 
c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  United N a t i o n s  v i r t u a l l y  s i n c e  i t s  incept ion .  

40. The need f o r  t h e  conveninq of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  
Middle E a s t  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  United N a t i o n s ,  i n  accordance w i t h  
General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C,  was obvious.  A l l  p a r t i e s  concerned,  
i n c l u d i n q  t h e  PLO, had to  be a b l e  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  Conference on an  equal 
f o o t i n q .  It was encouraging to  note t h a t  t h e  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  Arab Summit 
Conference,  h e l d  a t  Amman i n  November 1987, had suppor ted  t h e  convening of  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference.  

41 .  The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community had to  do i t s  u t m o s t  to extend  a l l  possible 
d i p l o m a t i c  and m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t  to t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  P a l e s t i n i a n  people .  I n  t h a t  
c o n n e c t i o n ,  a t t e n t i o n  was drawn to  t h e  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress  
to close t h e  PLO Observer Mission to  the  United Nat ions  i n  N e w  Y o r k .  The 
Observer Mission e x i s t e d  by v i r t u e  of a General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n ,  was 
i n v i t e d  by t h e  United Nat ions  and was covered by t h e  Headquar te rs  Agreement. 
I t  was very r e q r e t t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  w h i l e  e x p r e s s i n g  broadly  fu1.l 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  freedom and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of peoples, was a t t e m p t i n g  to 
s i l e n c e  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  s t r u q q l i n q  f o r  i t s  
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and an  independent P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e .  

4 2 .  Mr. H e l m u t  Anqula, Permanent Observer  of t h e  South West A f r i c a  P e o p l e ' s  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  (SWAPO) to t h e  United Nat ions ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  peoples o f  Namibia 
and P a l e s t i n e  s h a r e d  common misfor tunes .  Those t w o  c o u n t r i e s  were t h e  o n l y  
remaininq former Leaque o f  N a t i o n s  Mandate t e r r i t o r i e s  beinq denied  t h e  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i q h t  to  de termine  t h e i r  own d e s t i n y .  L i k e  t h e  people o f  
P a l e s t i n e ,  whose  land  had been handed over  by t h e  B r i t i s h  to t h e  Z i o n i s t  
u r s u p e r s ,  t h e  people of Namibia had been s o l d  down t h e  d r a i n  by t h e  B r i t i s h  to  
whom t h e  Leaque Mandate was c o n f e r r e d ,  to t h e  Union of South A f r i c a ,  o f  which 
t o d a y ' s  a p a r t h e i d  Republ ic  was t h e  h e i r .  Above a l l ,  t h e  t w o  p e o p l e  were 
v i c t i m s  of t h e  most v i c i o u s  forms o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  - a p a r t h e i d  and 
z ionism. 

43. I s r a e l  had used e v e r y  means a t  her d i s p o s a l  to  dispossess and d r i v e  o u t  
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  from t h e i r  homeland. She had enqaqed i n  t h e  most f l a g r a n t  
v i o l a t i o n s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  Geneva Convention of 
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1949. A l l  of those  had been accompanied by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  economic and o t h e r  
measures des iqned  to s t r e n q t h e n  Israel i  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  occupied  
terr i tor ies .  I n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e  camps i n  Lebanon, a t  B e i r u t  and n e a r  
Tyre,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  had been s u b j e c t e d  to such  merciless Israel i  a t t a c k s ,  
i n c l u d i n q  22 a i r  raids i n  1987 a l o n e  

44. 
o u t  of B r i t i s h  wedlock. A s  such t h e y  had found i t  convenient  to form a 
p o l i t i c o - m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e  suppor ted  by United S t a t e s  imperial ism.  I n  t h e i r  
d i v i s i o n  of labour, Israel was the  policeman of t h e  Middle E a s t ,  w h i l e  South  
A f r i c a  performed t h e  Same f u n c t i o n  i n  respect o f  s o u t h e r n  Africa, bo th  a r e a s  
of q r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  importance to imper ia l i sm i n  terms of t h e  s e a  l a n e s  a s  w e l l  
a s  abundant n a t u r a l  resources. 

The two p a r i a h  P r e t o r i a / T e l  Aviv regimes were i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ou*tcasts born 

45. I s r a e l  had c o m e  to p l a y  t h e  role of an  i n t e r m e d i a r y  between S o u t h  A f r i c a  
and t h e  United S t a t e s .  South A f r i c a  had o f t e n  asked I s r a e l  to u s e  i ts  
i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  I n  r e t u r n ,  I s r a e l i  Government o f f i c i a l s ,  
inc luding  c a b i n e t  min i s t e r s ,  cont inued  to v i s i t  South A f r i c a .  

46. SWAP0 w a s  dismayed by t h e  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  of I s r a e l ' s  l e a d e r s .  SWAP0 could  
n o t  h e l p  but  condemn i n  the  strongest terms I s rae l ' s  cont inued  occupat ion  of 
t h e  Arab t e r r i t o r i e s  and its o b s t r u c t i o n i s t  p o l i c y  which impeded t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a P a l e s t i n i a n  homeland, where t h e  people o f  P a l e s t i n e  would 
be allowed to e x e r c i s e  its i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t .  

47. A t  t h e  4 th  meet inq,  Yr.  S t a n l e y  Manana, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  ANC to  Cuba 
a l s o  addressed  t h e  Seminar. 

48. The Seminar r e c e i v e d  messages o f  support from Mr. Clodomiro Almeyda, 
former Vice-pres ident  of C h i l e  and Secretary-General  of t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  of 
C h i l e  and from t h e  Arab Union o f  Cuba of  t h e  c i t y  of  Ciego de  Avi la .  

49. The Seminar adopted messages to Mr.  Yasser A r a f a t ,  Chairman of t h e  
Execut ive  Committee of  t h e  PLO (annex I ) ,  to Mr. Alexander M. Belonogov, 
P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  (annex  11), and to Mr. J a v i e r  P&rez d e  
C u & l l a r ,  Secretary-General  of t h e  United N a t i o n s  (annex  111). It a l s o  adopted 
a motion of thanks  to t h e  Government and t h e  people o f  Cuba (annex  I V ) .  



- 11 - 
11. PANEL DISCUSSION 

50. T h r e e  p a n e l s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  These  p a n e l s  and t h e i r  p a n e l i s t s  were a s  
€0 1 l o w s  : 

( a )  Pane l  I "The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Confe rence  on  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  i n  
acco rdance  w i t h  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  Genera l  Assembly resolution 38/58 C, t h e  need 
for such a c o n f e r e n c e  and e f f o r t s  and prospects to promote a s u c c e s s f u l  
outcome, and b e n e f i t s  t h e r e o f "  : 

Mr. S h a f i q  Al-Hout ( P a l e s t i n i a n ) ,  Y r .  Mr. T i l l o  Declerq (Belgium) 
Yr.  M i  k 1 6 s  Endref f y  ( Hungary) , Prof .  Eduardo Kronf l y  ( Colombia) , 
Mr. Jo rqe  Manfugas ( C u b a ) ,  Mr. P a u l  McCloskey ( United S t a t e s ) ,  
D r .  Matt iyahu Pe led  ( I s r a e l ) ,  Prof .  G a b r i e l  PQrez T a r r a u  (Cuba) . 
( b )  P a n e l  I1 "The Ques t ion  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and L a t i n  American/Caribbean 

Mrs. Irma Caceres P6rez  ( C u b a ) ,  Mr. Ebberto Garcia ( N i c a r a g u a ) ,  
Y r .  Alvaro Menendez Franco (Panama),  Mr. Ruben Montedonico (Mexico) , 
Mr. J u a n  P e r e i r a  F i o r i l o  ( B o l i v i a ) ,  Deputy Henry Rondinel  Cornejo ( P e r u ) ,  
Y r .  Juan  Sanchez (Cuba)  , Mr . C a r l o s  A l b e r t 0  Tor rengo ( A r g e n t i n a )  

pub l i c  opinion": 

(c) Pane l  111 "The R o l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  Orqan iza t ion" :  
Prof. Fouad Mouqhrabi ( P a l e s t i n i a n ) .  

51. The expert  members of  t h e  t h r e e  p a n e l s  a g r e e d  on  summaries o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  on  the t h r e e  topics. The Seminar dec ided  to 
i n c l u d e  t h o s e  summaries i n  t h e  report. 

Pane l  I: "The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Confe rence  on  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  i n  acco rdance  
w i t h  Un i t ed  Nat ions  General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C, t h e  need f o r  such a 
c o n f e r e n c e  and e f f o r t s  and prospects to promote a s u c c e s s f u l  outcome, and 
b e n e f i t s  t h e r e o f "  

52. The yea r  1987 had marked a whole series o f  commemorative d a t e s  o f  e v e n t s  
which had e x e r t e d  an i n f l u e n c e  on  t h e  genesis and the  c o u r s e  of t h e  Middle 
E a s t  o o n f l i c t .  I t  w a s  t h e  n i n e t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  b i r t h  of Zionism a s  an 
i deo logy ;  70 y e a r s  had gone by s i n c e  t h e  B a l f o u r  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  20 y e a r s  had 
e l a p s e d  s i n c e  t h e  six-day war i n  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  and 5 y e a r s  s i n c e  I s r a e l ' s  
i n v a s i o n  o f  Lebanon; i t  a l s o  marked t h e  f o r t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  General 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  181  (11) o n  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  

53. The c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  c o n t i n u e d  to d e t e r i o r a t e .  The 
l a c k  of any rea l  progress i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  to a c h i e v e  peace made t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  t h e  Middle Eas t  a p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e c u r i t y .  
The s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  and o t h e r  Arab terr i tor ies  occup ied  by I s r a e l  
was t e n s e .  The e f f o r t  to d e s t r o y  P a l e s t i n i a n  c u l t u r e  and to  deny t h a t  i t  e v e r  
e x i s t e d  c o n t i n u e d .  M i l i t a r y  v i o l e n c e  of a q r e a t e r  dimension t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  
reqion.  

54.  
t o t a l  f a i l u r e .  New f l a r e - u p s  would have t h e  most  s e r i o u s  consequences .both 

R e l i a n c e  on  f o r c e  a s  a means o f  s e t t l i n g  t h e  c o n f l i c t  had proved to be a 
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f o r  t h e  peoples  of t h e  reg ion  and f o r  t h e  world a s  a whole. There was a r e a l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to  enqage in  serious e f f o r t s  to  a c h i e v e  peace i n  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  
and t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community should do i t s  best to  ensure  t h a t  t h a t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  was n o t  missed. 

55. A t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  problem was t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  a j u s t  
s o l u t i o n  of  which presupposed t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ,  inc luding  its r i q h t  to r e t u r n ,  its r i q h t  to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  wi thout  e x t e r n a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  and i t s  r i g h t  to e s t a b l i s h  
i t s  own independent S t a t e  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  The  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  jus t ice  and 
l e g a l i t y  with reqard to t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  mople and I s r a e l ' s  withdrawal  from 
t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ,  inc ludinq  Jerusa lem,  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  normal iza t ion  of t h e  o v e r a l l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  
t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of  t h a t  extreme hot-bed of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s i o n  and t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of peace and s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  region.  No f o r c e  could e r a d i c a t e  
from t h e  h e a r t s  and minds of t h e  people  s u f f e r i n q  from d i s p e r s i o n ,  
homelessness and re fuqee  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n  to  become free and 
independent.  I n  t h e  case of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ,  t h e  assumption t h a t  i t  
could  be absorbed i n t o  t h e  neighbouring Arab c o u n t r i e s  and wou ld  foreqo t h e  
a t tachment  to its homeland had proved to be t o t a l l y  f a l s e .  The P a l e s t i n i a n  
people  had fought  v a l i a n t l y  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of its r i g h t s  and thereby  had 
kept t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  i s s u e  a l i v e .  I ts  s t r u q q l e  had r e s u l t e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e c o g n i t i o n  and i n  t h e  adopt ion ,  by t h e  General  Assembly of t h e  United 
Nat ions ,  of r e s o l u t i o n s  r e a f f i r m i n q  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  people  of 
Pa le st i ne. 

56. The q u e s t i o n  of  P a l e s t i n e  had been i n s e p a r a b l y  l inked  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  United Nat ions.  On 29 November 1947, r e s o l u t i o n  181 (11) had been 
adopted by t h e  General  Assembly, by which t h e  B r i t i s h  Mandate was t o  end ,  and 
t w o  S t a t e s ,  one Arab and one Jewish,  were to be e s t a b l i s h e d .  Jerusalem was t o  
be a corpus separatum under a s p e c i a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r6qime. Economic u n i t y  
and safeguard  of the fundamental r i g h t s  were to  be ensured.  That  r e s o l u t i o n  
had been implemented o n l y  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of  I s r a e l  was 
conce r ne d. 

57. On 10 November 1975, t h e  General  Assembly had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
on t h e  E x e r c i s e  of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R i q h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People. In i t s  
recommendations, r e p e a t e d l y  approved by t h e  General  Assembly s i n c e  1976, t h e  
C o m m i t t e e  had l a i d  down a proqramme which would q i v e  e f f e c t  to t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  
r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people .  A s  was known, t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  had prevented t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  from fol lowinq up these 
r ecommenda t ions.  

58. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on  t h e  Quest ion o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  h e l d  a t  Geneva 
from 29 August to  7 September 1983, had adopted a d e c l a r a t i o n  and a proqramme 
of a c t i o n .  
should qovern any concer ted  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  purpose of r e s o l v i n s  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  I n  o r d e r  to q i v e  e f f e c t  to those g u i d e l i n e s ,  i t  
was e s s e n t i a l  for t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  -ace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  to  be 
convened, w i t h  t h e  aim of n e q o t i a t i n q  and f i n a l i z i n g  a comprehensive,  j u s t  and 
lasting s o l u t i o n  of t h e  Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t .  It  was aqreed t h a t  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  had to  be convened under t h e  

The Geneva D e c l a r a t i o n  l i s t e d  t h e  major qu id inq  p r i n c i p l e s  which 
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a u s p i c e s  of the  United N a t i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e  equal  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of a l l  p a r t i e s  
d i r e c t l y  involved,  inc luding  t h e  PLO, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  USSR 
and o t h e r  concerned S t a t e s .  

59.  General  Assemblv r e s o l u t i o n  38/58 C ,  adopted on  1 3  December 1983, which 
c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle 
E a s t  had been recognized s i n c e  then ,  and a l l  through t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  fol lowed,  
a s  t h e  most balanced and p r a c t i c a l  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h e  Middle 
E a s t  m n f l i c t  and t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  through p e a c e f u l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
between the p a r t i e s  involved i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  

60 .  The General  Assembly, a t  its t h i r t y - n i n t h ,  f o r t i e t h ,  f o r t y - f i r s t  and 
for ty-second s e s s i o n s ,  had reaf f i rmed i t s  endorsement of t h e  c a l l  f o r  t h e  
conveninq of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference o n  t h e  Middle E a s t  and 
r e i t e r a t e d  i t s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  such a step would c o n s t i t u t e  a major 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  towards t h e  achievement of a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  
s o l u t i o n  of t h e  Arab-Israel i  c o n f l i c t  through t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  of a1  1 
p a r t i e s  concerned. 

61. There had been numerous a t t e m p t s  a t  s o l v i n q  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  The f a c t  t h a t  
i t  s t i l l  e x i s t e d  was l i v i n q  proof t h a t  t h o s e  a t t e m p t s  had been unsuccessfu l .  
That  was e s p e c i a l l y  t rue  of b i l a t e r a l  agreements ,  which had n o t  brouqht  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  c o r e  i s s u e  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  
any closer. 

6 2 .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of  S t a t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  major in te rgovernmenta l  
o r q a n i z a t i o n s ,  includincj t h e  PLO, Arab S t a t e s ,  t h e  USSR and o t h e r  s o c i a l i s t  
c o u n t r i e s ,  China, t h e  Movement of Non-Aligned C o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  O r q a n i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  I s l a m i c  Conference,  t h e  European Community, t h e  Scandinavian c o u n t r i e s ,  
t h e  Movement of Non-Aligned C o u n t r i e s '  C o m m i t t e e  o f  Nine on P a l e s t i n e ,  had 
expressed the i r  s t r o n g  suppor t  for t h e  holdinq of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  and f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a p r e p a r a t o r y  
committee w i t h i n  t h e  framework of t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counci l ,  wi th  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
of i t s  permanent members. Support  for t h e  convening of  t h e  Conference had 
a l s o  been voiced by non-qovernmental o r q a n i z a t i o n s  (NGOs) d e d i c a t e d  to  p e a c e  
and just ice  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t .  

63. The Seminar viewed wi th  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h e  p o s i t i v e  role played by t h e  Pu) 
and i ts  a c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  a l l  endeavours  and e f f o r t s  to achieve  a 
p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  framework of t h e  United N a t i o n s  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  its suppor t  f o r  t h e  Conference. 

6 4 .  T h e  Eighteen S e s s i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  Counci l ,  h e l d  a t  A l g i e r s  
from 2 0  to  2 5  A p r i l  1987, had supported t h e  convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  w i t h i n  t h e  framework of  t h e  United N a t i o n s  
a d  under i t s  a u s p i c e s ,  w i t h  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of the  permanent members of t h e  
S e c u r i t y  Counci l  and t h e  concerned p a r t i e s ,  inc luding  t h e  PLO on  an e q u a l  
f o o t i n g  w i t h  the o t h e r  p a r t i e s .  The s e s s i o n  had a l s o  supported t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a p r e p a r a t o r y  committee w i t h i n  t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counci l .  

6 5 *  T h e  Arab S t a t e s  in  t h e i r  Summit Conference he ld  a t  Amman, i n  November 
1987 ,  had endorsed a r e s o l u t i o n  conf i rminq  t h e i r  r e a d i n e s s  to a c c e p t  s u c h  a 
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C o n f e r e n c e  under  t h e  auspices o f  t h e  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s ,  and on  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
b a s e s  t h a t  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  i n a l i e n b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, whose 
sole and l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w a s  t h e  PLO. 

6 6 .  The need €or peace w a s  o b v i o u s  and its a d v a n t a g e s  were beyond any  d o u b t .  
I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  a c h i e v i n q  it was possible under  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
o n l y  by means of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  &ace Conference .  It was therefore 
i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  a l l  e f f o r t s  shou ld  be made to  p e r s u a d e  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and 
Israel  to remove t h e i r  o b j e c t i o n  to  i t  and co-operate w i t h  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  
of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community i n  implement ing  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
ca l l i rq  for t h a t  Confe rence .  The view w a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  I s r a e l  
and  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  o b j e c t e d  to  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Confe rence  a s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly w a s  t h a t  i t  p r o v i d e d  for  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t h e r e i n  of t h e  PLO. The I s r a e l i  Government r e a l i z e d  f u l l y  w e l l  
t h a t  PLO p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Confe rence  would mean t h a t  some v e r y  fundamen ta l  
problems would have  to be d i s c u s s e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  of P a l e s t i n i a n  
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and t h e  r e s e t t l e m e n t  of P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u a e e s .  I n  a l l  i t s  
maneuvres  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  t h e  peace  process i n  I s r a e l ,  it w a s  
g u i d e d  bq t h e  desire to a v o i d ,  a t  a l l  costs, d i s c u s s i r r q  t h o s e  t w o  problems. 

67. The p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i  Government was to o b s t r u c t  t h e  road  
to peace. It was t h e r e f o r e  u t i l i z i n g  t w o  main s t r a t e q i e s  to a v o i d  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of peace  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  F i r s t ,  i t  c o n d u c t e d  a p o l i c y  of a c t i v e  
b e l l i g e r e n c y  towards  i ts  n e i g h b u r s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  i t s  p r e f e r e n c e  for v i o l e n c e  
t o  any o the r  means of d e a l i n g  w i t h  s i t u a t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
u n s e t t l e d  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s .  The other s t r a t e g y  was t h a t  of s u p p r e s s i n g  a n y  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  o c c u p i e d  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  

6 8 .  However, one  had to  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were people i n  I s r ea l  
who c l e a r l y  saw the d a n g e r s  invo lved  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  o c c u p a t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n i a n  and o t h e r  Arab t e r r i t o r i e s ,  i n  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  
r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. The people i n  Israel  w h o  saw t h e  problems 
t h a t  way c o u l d  become p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e  search for a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace  i n  
t h e  Middle  Eas t  t h r o u q h  t h e  convening  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Confe rence .  
T h e i r  p o s i t i o n  c o u l d  be s t r e n g t h e n e d  by proper a c t i o n s  o f  a l l  those who were 
i n  favour of t h e  convening  of t h e  Conference .  

69. T h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  c o u l d  be summed u p  i n  t h r e e  p o i n t s :  1) 
t h e i r  i n s i s t e n c e  on e x c l u d i n g  t h e  USSR from f u t u r e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t h e  Middle  E a s t  c a n f l i c t ;  2 )  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  r e f u s a l  to acknowledge t h e  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o€ t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i ts  r i g h t  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  i t s  own S ta t e ;  3 )  t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to  m a i n t a i n  I s r a e l ' s  m i l i t a r y  
s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t  a s  a g u a r a n t e e  for t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of Uni ted  
S t a t e s '  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  I t  was w i t h i n  t h a t  c o n t e x t  t h a t  o n e  had to  
assess t h e  p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  PLO, and  
i t s  p e r s i s t e n t  e f fo r t  to l i q u i d a t e  i t  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  body. The  c l o s i n g  of t he  
PLO I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  i n  Washington and t h e  r e c e n t  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  A c t  adopted  
by  t h e  Confe rence  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  described t h e  PLO a s  a t e r r o r i s t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  punishment  o f  any  p e r s o n  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  PLO i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  were n o t h i n g  b u t  a n  example of 
those hostile, b i a s e d  and s h o r t - s i q h t e d  p r a c t i c e s .  
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70. The view was expressed t h a t  t h e  power of t h e  Jewish community i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  had t h u s  f a r  prevented  t h e  United S t a t e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  from 
p u t t i n q  s u f f i c i e n t l y  meaningful p r e s s u r e  on  Israel to r e q u i r e  I s r a e l ' s  
agreement to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  proposed I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference.  
J e w i s h  p o l i t i c a l  power i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  
be almost  a b s o l u t e .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time, on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  of 
in  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  s i n g l e  g r e a t e s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c t o r  to  
o p i n i o n  towards justice f o r  t h e  P a l e t i n i a n s  would be t h e  demand 
not  j u s t  t h e  PLO, a c c e p t  S e c u r i t y  Council  r e s o l u t i o n  2 4 2  (1967)  
from t h e  West Bank, t h e  Golan Heights ,  Gaza and E a s t  Jerusalem, 
242  (1967) requi red .  

c o n t  i nued t o  
pub1 ic o p i n i o n  
move p u b l i c  
t h a t  I s r a e l  , 
and withdrew 
a s  r e s o l u t i o n  

71. Recent times had seen a n  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  campaign 
f o r  t h e  convenirrg of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  a s  
a p e a c e f u l  a l t e r n a t i v e  for a r r i v i n g  a t  an a c c e p t a b l e  s o l u t i o n  to  t h e  
Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t .  It  was emphasized however t h a t  beginning i n  A p r i l  
1987, there seemed to  be a tendency to circumvent  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
38/58 C and s u b s t i t u t e  it wi th  a procedure which would have l e f t  t h e  permanent 
members of t h e  United N a t i o n s  and t h e  PLO o u t s i d e  t h e  peace process. The 
n a t u r e  of t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  procedure had never been c l e a r l y  d e s c r i b e d  b u t  t h e  
most f r e q u e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  i t  was t h a t  of an  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  opening" o r  an  
" i n t e r n a t i o n a l  umbrel la" ,  which would  e i t h e r  s i g n a l  t h e  beginning o r  s h e l t e r  
t h e  p r o c e s s  of b i l a t e r a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  between I s r a e l  and J o r d a n  aiming a t  
r e s o l v i n q  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  B u t  those campaigns and c o n s p i r a c i e s  t o  
o u s t  t h e  PLO from t h e  peace process had f a i l e d  to  a c h i e v e  t h e  sought  resul ts .  

Panel 11: "The q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and L a t i n  American/Caribbean p u b l i c  
o p i n i o n "  

72 .  The q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  and t h e  Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t  had remained i n  
t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a s  one of t h e  major issues f a c e d  
by t h e  w r l d .  The reason f o r  t h e  i n t e n s e  preoccupat ion  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
community w i t h  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  were t h e  moral and e t h i c a l  issues i t  r a i s e d  i n  
reqard  to t h e  u s e  of f o r c e  and m i l i t a r y  power t o  d e p r i v e  a whole  people of  i ts  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  and i t s  land and t h e  wars t h a t  i t  had caused i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  
t h e  t h r e a t  i t  posed to  world peace and t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  w h i c h  i t  s u s t a i n e d  i n  
an extremely s e n s i t i v e  region of t h e  wor ld .  

73. During t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  i t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  development 
of informed p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  on any i s s u e  or set of i s s u e s  was r a r e l y  an easy  O r  

au tomat ic  process .  I t  was i n d i s p u t a b l y  a necessary  t a s k  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  where t h o  r i g h t s  of a people were beinq s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
denied .  I t  was a l s o  d i f f i c u l t  to d i s c u s s  L a t i n  American/Caribbean public 
opin ion  i n  g e n e r a l  a s  a r e g i o n  for a v a r i e t y  o f  reasons.  I n  t h a t  r e q i o n ,  
t h e r e  were mre u r g e n t  problems, such a s  t h o s e  of l a c k  o f  resources, e x t e r n a l  
d e b t ,  and economic and s o c i a l  development. 

74. I t  was agreed  t h a t ,  g e n e r a l l y  speakinq ,  pub l i c  o p i n i o n  was becoming an 
i n c r e a s i n q l y  important  f a c t o r  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  format ion  of  n a t i o n a l  
n o l i c i e s  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and r e g i o n a l  i s s u e s  and, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  on issues of 
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international peace and security. Public opinion, therefore, had to be 
mobilized to strengthen the voice of reason, justice and objectivity in world 
affairs with a view to making the world safer to the benefit of mankind. 

75. The international system of information, qenerally dominated by the 
Western media, played an important role in the formation of public opinion. 
It emphasized division among the Palestinians, internal conflict and "Arab 
terrorism" and reported less frequently what was happening within the occupied 
Arab territories, the daily oppression and life under occupation and the 
consequences of the implementation of the policy of settlements. The 
influence of the Jewish lobby as well as specific interest groups in most of 
the countries in the region was apparent. Public opinion in Latin America, as 
elsewhere, needed a clearer presentation of the question of Palestine in order 
to encourage positive attitudes and to strengthen the support of the 
legitimate struggle of the Palestinian people. 

76. It was recalled that, qenerally, Latin America countries were favourably 
disposed towards the International Peace Conference on the Middle East and 
that their support should be used to assist in removinq the remaining 
obstacles in the path of convening the Conference. It was particularly 
emphasized that more objective information was needed on the activities to 
convene the International Peace Conference on the Middle East in conformity 
with United Nations resolutions, so that Latin American/Caribbean public 
opinion could play a forceful role in contributing to the initiation of a 
process leading to a solution to the conflict. 

77. The point was also made that particular attention should henceforth be 
directed towards forces that were still not sufficiently supportive of the 
just cause of the Palestinian people so as to correct the misperception and 
distortion on the question of Palestine and its root causes. 

78. It was explained and recalled that among Latin American members of the 
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, there had been support for the StrUgqle Of 
the Palestinian people from the earliest stages and that specific attention 
had been paid to the question of Palestine and to solidarity with the 
Palestinian people. That support had been based on the fundamental and 
universal principles of peace, Preedom, independence, justice and respect for 
human rights upheld by the Movement. 

79. It was important that the media should play a more responsive role in 
providing a more balanced reporting on the Middle East and, in particular, on 
the plight of the Palestinians. Institutions such as universities, colleges, 
research institutes, churches and other religious establishments as well as 
national and international NGOs had a crucial role to play in the formation of 
public opinion. Those institutions and organizations had to be urged to give 
wider coverage and more balanced treatment to the question of Palestine. 

80. Seminars and symposia organized by the United Nations were a pressinq 
necessity €or the Latin American region. Through those means the public could 
be sensitized. Special consideration had also to be given to wider observance 
of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, which had 
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been e s t a b l i s h e d  by General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  34/65 D t o  be observed on 29 
November e a c h  y e a r ,  and the occas ion  had to be taken  to  g i v e  maximum coverage  
t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  P a l e s t i n e .  

81. Every e f f o r t  had to be made to  s t e p  up t h e  widespread d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  
in format ion ,  a s  one of t h e  major c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to t h e  achievement of  a j u s t  
s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problem of  P a l e s t i n e  on t h e  basis of t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of t h e  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  The C o m m i t t e e  o n  
t h e  E x e r c i s e  of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People  and t h e  
United N a t i o n s  D i v i s i o n  for P a l e s t i n i a n  R i g h t s  had an impor tan t  role i n  s u c h  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  information.  Furthermore,  t h e  United N a t i o n s  Department of 
P u b l i c  Information was requested to make every  e f f o r t  to ensure  t h a t  a c c u r a t e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  P a l e s t i n e  rece ived  t h e  wides t  p o s s i b l e  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n .  

Panel  111: "The Role of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n "  

82. H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  PLO had achieved t h e  important  task  of a r t i c u l a t i n g  f o r  
t h e  dismembered P a l e s t i n i a n  community a sense  of  i d e n t i t y  and nationhood. 
That had been rn small  accomplishment g iven  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y  t h a t  grew 
o u t  of t h e  1948-1949 p e r i o d .  Those e v e n t s  formed p a r t  o f  a r e p o s i t o r y  of  
e v e n t s  and c o g n i t i o n s  t h a t  went i n t o  a c o l l e c t i v e  memory. I n  essence, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  PLO had become t h e  guard ian  of t h e  m l l e c t i v e  memory of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  much t h e  same way t h a t  t h e  Afr ican  National Congress guarded  
t h e  m l l e c t i v e  memory of t h e  A f r i c a n  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  under a p a r t h e i d .  

83. The c o n s t i t u t i n g  e lements  of t h a t  c o l l e c t i v e  memory were a s  fo l lows:  
f i r s t ,  t h e r e  was t h e  exper ience  of e x i l e ;  second, t h e r e  was t h e  r e a l i t y  of 
l i f e  under m i l i t a r y  occupat ion ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  of being a re fugee  i n  o n e ' s  own 
c o u n t r y .  A proud people  was turned  i n t o  a d e s p i s e d  m i n o r i t y  i n  i t s  awn 
count ry .  One segment of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people had experienced those  
c o n d i t i o n s  from 1948 on. Those are t h e  people, mostly i n  t h e  G a l i l e e ,  who had 
s tayed  behind. The media c a l l e d  them I s r a e l i  Arabs; they c a l l e d  themselves  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  and they i d e n t i f i e d  themselves  w i t h  o t h e r  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  the 
West Bank and Gaza, and i n  e x i l e .  Those under o c c u p a t i o n  from 1967 on were 
s t i l l  e x p e r i e n c i n g  the  t r i a l s  of m i l i t a r y  occupat ion  and d a i l y  r a c i s t  abuse. 
For many of those  people, there was, i n  a d d i t i o n  to t h e  exper ience  of j a i l ,  
t o r t u r e ,  dea th ,  and d e s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  loss of land  and t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  having 
moved from p e a s a n t s  rooted to their  l a n d s  to waqe-earners  i n  t h e  I s r a e l i  
s e r v i c e  sector. T h i s  a l i e n a t i o n  d e r i v e d  from t h e  loss of autonomy, or 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  -- meaning c o n t r o l  o v e r  o n e ' s  own d e s t i n y  and o n e ' s  own 
l i f e .  I n  t h e  t h i r d  p l a c e ,  many P a l e s t i n i a n s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  
homeland ( e x i l e d  i n  t h e  Arab c o u n t r i e s  or beyond) had exper ienced  d e a t h  and  
d e s t r u c t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  abuses verging on r a c i s t  t rea tment .  N o  one could  
ignore t h e  massacres  of  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  B e i r u t  camps i n  September 1982, or 
t h e  cont inuing  siege and c o n s t a n t  bombing of those and o t h e r  P a l e s t i n i a n  
refugee camps i n  Lebanon. 

84. The h i s t o r i c a l  record  showed, r a t h e r  convinc ingly ,  t h a t  t h e  aim o f  
Zionism a s  a s e t t l e r  movement, and l a t e r  of t h e  S t a t e  o f  I s r a e l ,  had been t o  
deny the l e q i t i m a t i c y  of P a l e s t i n i a n  na t iona l i sm.  
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8 5 .  The PLO, r e f l e c t i n g  popular  P a l e s t i n i a n  s e n t i m e n t ,  had always a f f i rmed 
t h e  u n i t y  ( t h e  i n d i v i s i b i l i t y )  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. That meant t h a t  a l l  
P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  wherever they  were, m n s t i t u t e d  a n a t i o n a l  u n i t .  The key 
o p e r a t i v e  word which represented  for most P a l e s t i n i a n s  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  r e a c t i o n  
t o  a t t e m p t s  a t  t h e i r  e l i m i n a t i o n  ( b o t h  p h y s i c a l l y  and n a t i o n a l l y - p o l i t i c a l l y )  
is Sumud. I n  Arabic t h a t  word meant s t e a d f a s t n e s s ,  doggedness,  s tanding  f a s t ,  
c l i n g i n q  to o n e ' s  c o u n t r y  and o n e ' s  land ,  b u i l d i n g  homes, having c h i l d r e n .  
Resolu t ions  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  Council  always included t h a t  word. 

8 6 .  The PLO had been a b l e  to  ex tend  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to a v a r i e t y  of 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  the occupied a r e a s  -- h e a l t h  c e n t r e s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  s c h o o l s  and  
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  s o c i a l  w o r k  c e n t r e s ,  economic i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  farmers ,  
c o n t r a c t o r s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  a r t i s t s ,  and trade unions.  The purpose was to d e v e l o p  
t h e  necessary i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  to e n a b l e  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  to  main ta in  t h e i r  
s t e a d f a s t n e s s  (Sumud) . 
87. The Economic Department of t h e  PLO, a l s o  known a s  Samed ( s t e a d f a s t ) ,  had 
t h e  followimg o b j e c t i v e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to suppor t ing  t h e  s t e a d f a s t n e s s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  occupied t e r r i to r ies .  Samed t r a i n e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of 
m a r t y r s  and provided them j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  It provided j o b s  f o r  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  re fugee  camps. Samed had been t r y i n q  to e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
nuc leus  of an i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
a q r  i c u l t u r a l  development projects i n  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s .  

88. The PLO had succeeded, o f t e n  a g a i n s t  s e v e r e  odds,  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  
n u c l e u s  of a S t a t e  f o r  a people i n  e x i l e .  E d u c a t i o n a l ,  s o c i a l ,  h e a l t h ,  and 
c u l t u r a l  needs were met. The most s u c c e s s f u l  had been t h e  P a l e s t i n e  Red 
C r e s c e n t  S o c i e t y  (PRCS) which was i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  system o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s .  PRCS o p e r a t e d  1 3  major h o s p i t a l s ,  n e a r l y  100 c l i n i c s ,  a n u r s i n g  
s c h o o l ,  and day-care c e n t r e s .  

89. Attempts to bury P a l e s t i n i a n  i d e n t i t y  and to t u r n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n t o  
q u i e s c e n t ,  near ly  i n v i s i b l e  people, had f a i l e d .  They had become i n s t e a d  t h e  
o n l y  force w i l l i n g  to c h a l l e n g e  I s r a e l i  a t t e m p t s  a t  hegemony. The PLO had 
followed a m u l t i - t r a c k  p o l i c y  w i t h  t h e  fo l lowing  o b j e c t i v e s :  ( a )  to  s o l i d i f y  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  s c a t t e r e d  P a l e s t i n i a n  community by e s t a b l i s h i n g  
new and important  l i n k s  between a l l  P a l e s t i n i a n s ;  ( b )  to  resist I s r a e l i  
o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h e  West Bank and Gaza and to m i l i t a r i l y  h a r r a s s  t h e  Z i o n i s t  
S t a t e  in o r d e r  to  r a i s e  the  cost of occupat ion;  and ( c )  to pursue a n  
a g q r e s s i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t  designed to  e n l i s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  suppor t  f o r  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and f o r  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  t o  
choose t h e i r  own r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

90. I s r a e l ' s  1982 i n v a s i o n  of  Lebanon had been des igned  to r e s o l v e  t h e  
problem f i n a l l y  by completely d e s t r o y i n q  a l l  PLO i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Lebanon, 
i n f l i c t i n g  such a d e v a s t a t i n g  d e f e a t  t h a t  t h e  people  i n  t h e  West Bank and Gaza 
would be demoral ized and a c c e p t  any s o l u t i o n  o f f e r e d  to them. Those e f f o r t s  
had f a i l e d ,  confirming once a g a i n  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of r e s o l v i n g  t h e  problem 
i n  I s r a e l ' s  favour  through m i l i t a r y  means. The PLO had l e f t  Lebanon b u t  i t  
had surv ived  and it was indeed back i n  Lebanon, d e s p i t e  I s r a e l i  and 
n o n - I s r a e l i  e f f o r t s  a t  p r e v e n t i n g  its r e t u r n .  E f f o r t s  a t  psycholoqica l , ,  
w a r f a r e  launched by I s r a e l ,  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and o t h e r s  had e q u a l l y  f a i l e d .  
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91. I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  PLO had 85 s t a n d i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  ( embassies ,  
o f f i c e s )  in  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s  and it was a c c r e d i t e d  to more than  108 S t a t e s .  
The PLO had been unanimously recognized a s  t h e  sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people by t h e  Arab S t a t e s  a t  t h e  Rabat Summit Conference i n  
1974. I t  was s i m i l a r l y  recognized by t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  of A f r i c a n  Uni ty ,  t h e  
Movement of Non-Aligned C o u n t r i e s  and t h e  Organiza t ion  of t h e  I s l a m i c  
Conference,  and it had observer s t a t u s  a t  t h e  United Nat ions .  

92. On the b a s i s  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  S e s s i o n  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l ,  he ld  a t  A l g i e r s  from 2 0  t o  26 Apr i l  1987, t h e  
f o l l o w i q  c o n c l u s i o n s  might be drawn: 

( a )  The language of P a l e s t i n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  discourse was s e c u l a r ,  f r e e  o f  
d i v i n e  promises ,  s a c r e d  covenants ,  and d e s t i n i e s .  R e 1  i g i o u s  language i n f u s e d  
I s r a e l i  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  rhetoric of a number o f  S t a t e s  i n  
t he  region.  The P a l e s t i n i a n s  had anchored the i r  c l a i m s  to t h e  s t r u q q l e  for 
human r i g h t s  and f o r  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n .  They stood on  t h e  side o f  those who 
s t r u g g l e d  for freedom and oppress ion .  I s r a e l ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, s tood on t h e  
s i d e  of those who wished to p e r p e t u a t e  o p p r e s s i o n  - i n  South  A f r i c a ,  i n  
C e n t r a l  America and e l sewhere ;  

( b )  The politics of e x c l u s i o n  or negat ion  t h a t  had h i s t o r i c a l l y  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  Z i o n i s m  as  a se t t l e r  movement were countered by politics of 
a f f i r m a t i o n .  I s rae l  re fused  to  d i s c u s s  peace  w i t h  t h e  PLO - i t  wanted to  
choose among t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  under occupat ion  those  it thought  could be v a l i d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e i r  people. That  simply meant t h a t  I s r a e l  r e f u s e d  to 
acknowledge t h e  r e a l i t y  of P a l e s t i n i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  and wanted to find a 
s e t t l e m e n t  which ignored t h e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s .  By 
contrast, the PLO had made it  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  could p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
a s  an e q u a l  p a r t n e r ,  on  t h e  b a s i s  of a l l  United N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n s  r e l e v a n t  
to t h e  P a l e s t i n e  q u e s t i o n .  The P a l e s t i n i a n s  wanted to l i v e  i n  peace a s  f r e e  
men and -men, i n  t h e i r  own land.  Those p r i n c i p l e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  a b s o l u t e  
minimum for them: ( i )  t h e  r i g h t  to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  includirrg t h e  r i g h t  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  i t s  own sovere ign  S t a t e  on t h e i r  own soil w i t h  Jerusalem a s  i t s  
c a p i t a l ;  ( i i )  t h e  r i q h t  to be r e p r e s e n t e d  by people of t h e i r  own choosing,  i n  
t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  PLO; and ( i i i )  t h e  r i g h t  of r e f u g e e s  to r e t u r n  o r  t o  be 
compensa t e d  ; 

through r e b e l l i o n  and r e s i s t a n c e .  That r e b e l l i o n  had deep roots i n  t h e i r  
h i s t o r y  and it inc luded  v a r i o u s  forms of s t r u g q l e  - armed r e s i s t a n c e ,  c i v i J  
d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  non-co-operation w i t h  t h e  o c c u p i e r ,  and Sumud. The t o t a l  
P a l e s t i n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of n e a r l y  4.7 m i l l i o n  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
E l imina t inq  4.7 m i l l i o n  P a l e s t i n i a n s  from the  scene was impossible, 
s u b j u g a t i n g  them was even mre d i f f i c u l t .  R e s i s t a n c e  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  and it 
would evolve ,  assuminq new forms and adopt inq new methods; 

in  response to t h e  e n e r g e t i c  diplomacy of t h e  PCO, t h e  s t e a d f a s t n e s s  of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  under s e v e r e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of i s s u e s  
s u r r o u n d i r q  t h a t  h i s t o r i c  c o n f l i c t .  That consensus inc luded ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to a 
m a j o r i t y  of t h e  developed c o u n t r i e s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  seqments of p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  and even i n  I s r a e l .  In  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  Government 
laqged behind its own p u b l i c  on t h a t  and on o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  Indeed t h e  
United S t a t e s  Government r e f l e c t e d  an extremely narrow view -- t h a t  of t h e  
American I s r a e l  Public A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  (known a s  t h e  pro-Israel lobby) which 

(c) H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  had a f f i r m e d  t h e i r  r i g h t  to e x i s t  

( d )  An i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus  had evolved on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e ,  

a 
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r e f l e c t e d  t h e  mst i n t r a n s i g e n t  views of  important  segments of  t h e  I s r a e l i  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  Frequent ly ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  and I s r a e l ,  a l o n e ,  s tood opposed 
i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  forums, to t h e  w i l l  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  n a t i o n s .  The 
a s s i s t a n c e  of  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  had enabled t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  to  w i t h s t a n d  
t h e  a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  them. 

I I I. CONCLUSIONS AND REXDMMENDATIONS 

93. The Seminar r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  y e a r  1987 marked a number of a n n i v e r s a r i e s  
of s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  i n  i ts  s t r u g g l e  
to a t t a i n  its l e g i t i m a t e  and i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s .  It was t h e  s e v e n t i e t h  
a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  Bal four  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  t h e  f o r t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  
adopt ion  o f  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  181 (11), t h e  t w e n t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  Of 

t h e  1967 war and t h e  f i f t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  I s rae l i  i n v a s i o n  and occupat ion  
of Lebanese t e r r i t o r y  and t h e  massacre o f  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a t  t h e  Sabra  and 
S h a t i l a  r e f u g e e  camps. 

9 4 .  The Seminar expressed  its deep concern  over  t h e  p r e s e n t  dangerous 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  which posed a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  to  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Peace  and s e c u r i t y .  I n  t h e  nuc lear  age it was necessary  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s  to be r e s t r u c t u r e d  so t h a t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  was rep laced  by 
co-opera t ion ,  and m n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n s  were reso lved  through p e a c e f u l  p o l i t i c a l  
means and not through m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s .  

95.  The Seminar was profoundly  convinced t h a t  t h e  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  
peoples of the  reg ion ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and  
s e c u r i t y ,  could o n l y  be secured  throuqh t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of a comprehensive,  
j u s t  and l a s t i n g  s e t t l e m e n t ,  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  r e l e v a n t  United N a t i o n s  
resolutions and under i ts  a u s p i c e s ,  o f  t h e  Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t  o f  which t h e  
q u e s t i o n  ,of P a l e s t i n e  was the  core. 

96. The Seminar was aware t h a t  whi le  s t r e n u o u s  a t t e m p t s  had been made to f i n d  
a s o l u t i o n  to t h e  Middle E a s t  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  reg ion  remained 
i n t r a c t a b l e .  It was f u r t h e r  aggrava ted  by I s r a e l ' s  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  occupied 
Arab te r r i to r ies .  The i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people c o n t i n u e d  
to be undermined. Israel  cont inued  its policies of i l l e g a l l y  main ta in ing  and 
expanding Jewish s e t t l e m e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n f i s c a t i n g  Arab-owned l a n d s  and 
d i v e r t i n g  s c a r c e  water resources to i ts  own u s e  i n  t h e  occupied P a l e s t i n i a n  
and Arab terr i tor ies .  The " i r o n - f i s t "  p o l i c y  of Israel  had f u r t h e r  s t i f l e d  
a l l  forms of p o l i t i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  social and economic e x p r e s s i o n s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people .  Israel  cont inued  to s t r e n g t h e n  its c o n t r o l  o v e r  most 
a s p e c t s  of l i f e ,  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of o b s t r u c t i n g  a s e l f - s u s t a i n e d  
development of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  by turnincj t h o s e  
terr i tor ies  i n t o  a dependent  e n t i t y  w i t h  t h e  aim o f  t h e i r  f i n a l  a b s o r p t i o n  and 
annexat ion.  Such policies were i n  v i o l a t i o n  of United Nat ions  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  
t h e  Geneva Convent ions o f  1949 and o t h e r  norms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law and 
exacerba ted  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h u s  h i n d e r i n g  a t t e m p t s  to f i n d  a p e a c e f u l  
s o l u t i o n  to t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  
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97. The Seminar affirmed that the denial of the exercise of the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people remained the core of the conflict in the 
Middle East and that a comprehensive, just and lastinq peace in the region 
could not be achieved without the full exercise of those rights, including the 
riqhts to return, to self-determination and to statehood, and without the 
complete withdrawal of Israel from Palestinian and Arab territories occupied 
since 1967, including Jerusalem. It further affirmed that the PLO was the 
sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. It invited 
Governments which had not yet done so to accord recoqnition of the PLO as such. 

98. The Seminar unanimously concluded that the way to establish a just and 
lasting peace in the Middle East was by conveninq the International Peace 
Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United Nations and 
with the participation of all parties to the conflict, includinq the PLO on an 
equal footing, as well as the United States and the Soviet Union and other 
concerned States, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 38/58 C. The 
Seminar was convinced that partial and piecemeal solutions would ignore the 
core of the Arab-Israeli conflict and were not conducive to a comprehensive 
settlement. The need was stressed for a comprehensive attempt at establishinq 
a just and lasting peace in the Middle East through the International Peace 
Conference in accordance with United Nations resolution 38/58 C. The 
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
had an important role to play in promoting the convening of the Conference. 

99. The Seminar was of the view that, during 1987, international 
understanding of the question of Palestine and support for the attainment and 
exercise by the Palestinian people of its inalienable rights had continued to 
qrow. At the same time, in the region, tension and violence had continued to 
mount, with tragic consequences. The Seminar considered that the present 
situation demanded renewed and intensified collective international efforts 
aimed at reachirq a comprehensive, just and lasting solution. Urgent positive 
action by the Security Council was required on the recommendations formulated 
by the Committee in its first report, submitted in 1976 and endorsed by the 
General Assembly, as well as the recommendations adopted by the International 
Conference on the Question of Palestine, held at Geneva in 1983. The peaceful 
solution of this long-standing conflict and the attainment of justice and 
security for all, based on the exercise by the Palestinian people of its 
inalienable rights, remained a primary and urgent responsibility of the United 
Nations. 

100. The Seminar took note with appreciation of the efforts of the Committee 
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to secure 
universal recoqnition of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, and 
of its recommendations for ensurinq the exercise by the Palestinian people of 
those rights. The Seminar also noted with satisfaction the increased support 
at the United Nations for the programme of action undertaken by the 
Committee. It urged the international community to sustain and strengthen its 
support for the Committee's activities and endeavours, in particular its 
efforts for facilitating the amvening of the International Peace Conference 
on the Middle East and the establishment of a preparatory committee within the 
framework of the Security Council, with the participation of its permanent 
members. 
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101. The Seminar expressed  i t s  g r a t e f u l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  the  e f f o r t s  
under taken  by t h e  Secre ta ry-Genera l  o f  t h e  United N a t i o n s  w i t h  a view to  
conveninq t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t .  I n  t h i s  
regard  t h e  Seminar t o o k  note of  h i s  report (A/42/714-S/19249) and expressed  
f u l l  suppor t  f o r  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  to main ta in  h i s  s p e c i a l  e f f o r t s  and c o n t i n u e  t o  
e x p l o r e  with t h e  p a r t i e s  ways of advancinq t h e  process. The 
Secre ta ry-Genera l ,  i n  h i s  report, had s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  
Government of Israel  a s  a whole to a g r e e  to t h e  principle of  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
conference  under United N a t i o n s  a u s p i c e s "  remained a major o b s t a c l e .  The 
Seminar concluded t h a t  t h e  Government of I s r a e l ,  a long  w i t h  t h e  Government of 
t h e  United S t a t e s ,  opposed compliance w i t h  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
38/58 C. I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  Seminar urged t h e  Governments of I s r a e l  and t h e  
United S t a t e s  to r e c o n s i d e r  the i r  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  towards t h e  convening Of 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t .  

102. The Seminar was of t h e  view t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  adopt ion  of Amendment NO. 940 
by t h e  United S t a t e s  S e n a t e  making unlawful t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and maintenance 
of o f f i c e s  of t h e  PLO i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  ignored t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  PLO 
Observer  Mission to t h e  United N a t i o n s  was p r e s e n t  i n  accordance w i t h  Genera l  
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  3237 ( X X I X )  o f  2 2  November 1974. Furthermore,  t h a t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  c o n t r a r y  to t h e  Headquar te rs  Aqreement between t h e  h o s t  
count ry  and t h e  Uni ted  Nat ions.  The Seminar was a l s o  of t h e  view t h a t  t h e  
closure of t h e  PLO Observer  Mission to t h e  United N a t i o n s  would mean t h e  
e l i m i n a t i o n  of an impor tan t  i n s t i t u t i o n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  p e a c e  
i n  t h e  Middle Eas t .  

103. The Seminar expressed  i ts  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e p o r t e d  I s r a e l i  
m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Lebanon a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  new wave of oppression of 
P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  occupied terr i tor ies .  I t  demanded t h a t  t h o s e  a c t i o n s  
should c e a s e  immediately and reques ted  t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  to under take  e v e r y  
e f for t  under t h e  C h a r t e r  of t h e  United N a t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  put an end to t h e  
c a u s e s  of v i o l e n c e  and the u s e  of f o r c e .  

104. The Seminar appealed to  t h e  members of t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  and i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  to i ts  permanent members, i n  e x e r c i s i n g  their r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  for  
t h e  maintenance of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e c u r i t y ,  to  make e v e r y  e f f o r t  to 
convene t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  %ace Conference on t he  Middle East  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  
de lay .  

105. The Seminar viewed t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  S e s s i o n  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
N a t i o n a l  Counci l ,  held i n  A p r i l  1987 a t  A l q i e r s ,  a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
t o  achiev ing  a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  and r e s o l v i n q  t h e  
p l i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. The Seminar welcomed i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  
unequivocal  support o f  t h e  PLO f o r  t h e  convening of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference on t h e  Middle East i n  accordance w i t h  General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
38/58 C. 

106. The Seminar r e c a l l e d  w i t h  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h e  suppor t  t h a t  Governments and 
Peoples  o f  L a t i n  America had extended a t  t h e  United N a t i o n s  and i n  o t h e r  
forums to t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  cause and f o r  t h e  achievement of a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  
peace i n  the Middle E a s t .  It  agreed t h a t  e f f o r t s  should be cont inued  and 
i n t e n s i f ; $ , !  t r ,  mobi l ize  t h e  o f f i c i a l  and p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  L a t i n  American 
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region, as well as in other regions of the world, especially through the use 
of the media and activities of non-governmental organizations. The United 
Nations should undertake additional efforts to disseminate factual and 
up-to-date information on the question of Palestine, the plight of 
Palestinians under occupation or in exile, and the measures required to be 
taken for the achievement of a just solution to the question of Palestine on 
the basis of the attainment by the Palestinian people in Palestine of its 
inalienable rights. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People and the Division for Palestinian Rights had an 
important role in the dissemination of such information. Moreover, the United 
Nations Department of Public Information should make every effort to ensure 
that accurate information on the question of Palestine received the widest 
possible dissemii .tion and should ensure adequate repesentation of Latin 
American journalists in its annual fact-finding missions to the Middle East. 

107. It was important that governmental media and international news agencies 
should play a more objective role in providing balanced reporting on the 
Middle East and, in particular, on the plight of the Palestinian people. The 
Seminar emphasized that intergovernmental organizations, institutions such as 
universities, colleges, research institutes, churches and other religious 
establishments as well as national and international non-qovernmental 
organizations, had a crucial role to play in the formation of public opinion, 
especially in the United States and Israel. Those institutions should be 
encouraged to qive wider coveraqe and objective treatment to the question of 
Pale st i ne. 
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Annex I 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARTICIPANTS I N  THE SEMINAR TO 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

W e ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  United N a t i o n s  Seminar o n  t h e  
Ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e ,  beinq he ld  i n  Havana, Cuba, w i sh  to e x p r e s s  Our 
profound a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  your kind message conveyed t o  t h e  Seminar by your 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  Mr. Naseem Mirza, C h i e f ,  D i v i s i o n  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  R iqh t s .  W e  
have l e a r n t  t h e  n e w s  of  t h e  l a t e s t  I s r ae l i  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a q a i n s t  Lebanon 
and t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. We s t r o n g l y  protest a g a i n s t  t h e s e  I s r a e l i  
m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  a g a i n s t  I s r ae l i  a c t s  of o p p r e s s i o n  and h a r r a s s m e n t  
a q a i n s t  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  the  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s .  W e  u rge  you, Mr. 
Sec re t a ry -Genera l ,  to assist i n  b r i n g i n q  about  t h e  immediate c e s s a t i o n  o f  
t h e s e  ac t s  and to i n t e n s i f y  your e f f o r t s  w i t h  a view to convening t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle Eas t  as t h e  mst su i tab le  means 
to ach ieve  a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Middle E a s t  
c o n f l i c t  and its core, t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  
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Annex I1 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARTICIPANTS I N  THE SEMINAR TO 
THE PRESIDENT OF TWE SECURITY COUNCIL 

W e ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Eighteenth  United Nat ions  Seminar on t h e  
Q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e ,  being he ld  i n  Havana, Cuba, exp res s  o u r  stronqest 
p r o t e s t  aga ins t  the increas ing  u s e  of m i l i t a r y  fo rce  by t h e  I s r a e l i  Government 
a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  t h e  occupied terr i tor ies  engaged i n  t h e  
s t rugg le  to secure the  e x e r c i s e  of its i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s .  W e  have l e a r n t  t h e  
news of the  l a t e s t  I s rae l i  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Lebanon directed a g a i n s t  t h e  
Lebanese a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. We expect t h e  S e c u r i t y  Council t o  
a c t  promptly to s t o p  t h i s  I s r a e l i  p o l i c y  of m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  and 
oppression of Pa le s t in i ans .  W e  cons ider  i t  necessary t h a t  the under ly ing  
causes  of t h e  tense s i t u a t i o n  should be removed throuqh t h e  amvening  of t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  f o r  achieving a j u s t ,  
comprehensive and l a s t i n g  se t t l emen t  of t h e  Middle E a s t  c o n f l i c t  and its core, 
the ques t ion  of Pa le s t ine .  

We m u l d  apprec i a t e  i f  t h i s  message c o u l d  be brought to t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
members of t h e  S e c u r i t y  Council. 
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Annex 111 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARTICIPANTS I N  THE SEMINAR TO 
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 

PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGAN I2 AT ION 

W e ,  the  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  United N a t i o n s  Seminar on t h e  Q u e s t i o n  
of P a l e s t i n e ,  being he ld  i n  Havana, Cuba, wish t o  express our sincere 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  your kind and i n s p i r i n g  message conveyed to t h e  Seminar a t  
its opening s e s s i o n .  W e  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  a t  t h i s  Seminar ways and means to 
promote the convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  
and to mobi l ize  L a t i n  American/Caribbean publ ic  o p i n i o n  i n  support of t h e  
e x e r c i s e  of the i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. W e  p r o t e s t  
s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a t e s t  wave of oppression and s u b j u g a t i o n  waged by 
I s rae l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  the occupied t e r r i to r ies  
and t h e  r e p o r t e d  I s r a e l i  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  Lebanon. W e  have conveyed 
t h e s e  s e n t i m e n t s  to t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  United N a t i o n s  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  a n d  
t h e  Secretary-General .  W e  convey to  you and to t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  our 
q r e e t i n g s  and our pledge of f u l l  s u p p o r t  and s o l i d a r i t y  i n  y o u r  h e r o i c  
s t r u q q l e  to secure your  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s .  

e 



- 27 - 

Annex rv 

MOTION OF THANKS 

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h  United N a t i o n s  Seminar o n  t h e  Ques t ion  
of P a l e s t i n e ,  being he ld  from 15-17 December 1987 i n  Havana, Cuba, w i s h  to 
convey t h e i r  profound t h a n k s  to t h e  people and Government of Cuba for 
p rov id ing  a venue for t h i s  Seminar and t h e  e x c e l l e n t  a r r angemen t s  made, which  
g r e a t l y  m n t r i b u t e d  to its success .  They also e x p r e s s  the i r  s i n c e r e  thanks  
for the qene rous  h o s p i t a i l i t y  extended to them. 

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Seminar w i s h  to e x p r e s s  the i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  to H.E. M r .  Jorge R i s q u e t ,  M e m b e r  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and t h e  
Secre ta r ia t ,  C h i e f  of t h e  Genera l  Department of E x t e r n a l  R e l a t i o n s  of t h e  
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  Communist P a r t y  of Cuba, for h i s  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  Seminar. They also w i s h  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  to  H.E. M r .  Isidoro 
Malmierca Peoli, M i n i s t e r  for E x t e r n a l  R e l a t i o n s  o f  Cuba, f o r  h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  Seminar. The  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Seminar e x p r e s s  t h e i r  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  to the  people and Government o f  Cuba f o r  their  c o n s i s t e n t  s u p p o r t  
f o r  and s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  j u s t  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people under  t h e  
leadersh ip  of t h e  PU3, its sole legit imate r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  f o r  t he  e x e r c i s e  of 
i t s  i n a l i e n a b l e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  
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Annex V 

Y r .  Massamba SARRE 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS 

N r .  Alberto VeLAZCO-SAN JOSE 

Mr. Pramethesh RATH 

Mr. Zehdi L. TERZI 

Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of Senecra 1 
to  t h e  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s ,  Chairman of 
t h e  Committee 

Deputy Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
Cuba to t h e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  

C o u n s e l l o r ,  Permanent Miss ion  of 
I n d i a  to  t h e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  

Permanent Observer of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  to  t h e  
Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  

Seminar pane l i s t s  

S h a f i q  AL-HOW ( P a l e s t i n i a n )  
Irma CACERES PEREZ ( C u b a )  
T i l l o  DECLERQ (Belqium) 
M i k l 6 s  ENDREFFY (Hunqary) 
Roberto GARCIA ( N i c a r a s u a )  
Eduardo KRONFLY ( Colombia) 
J o r q e  MANFUGAS (Cuba) 
Pau l  MCCLOSKEY ( U n i t e d  S t a t e s )  
Alvaro mNENDEZ FRANC0 (Panama) 
Ruben MONTEDONICO (Mexico) 
Fouad MOUGHRABI ( P a l e s t i n i a n )  
M i t t i t y a h u  PELED ( I s r ae l )  
Gabriel PEREZ TARRAU ( C u b a )  
J u a n  L u i s  PEREIRA FIORILO (Bo l iv i a )  
Henry RONDINEL-CORNEJO ( P e r u )  
J u a n  SANCHEZ (Cuba) 
C a r l o s  Alberto TORRENGO ( A r q e n t i n a )  

Member S t a t e s  

A i q h a n i s t a n  

Alqer i a 

Bu l q a r  i a 

- H.E. Mr. Abdul M a j i r  S a r b u l a n d  
Ambassador to Cuba 

- H.E. Yr .  Hocine Z a t o u t  
Ambassador t o  Cuba 

- Mr. S o u f i a n a  Mimouni 
S e c r e t  a ry 
Embassy i n  Havana 

- Mr. Met6di Dinkov 
M i  n i s te r Coun se 1 1 or 
Embassy i n  Havana 
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Cuba - Mr. I s i d o r o  Malmierca 
M i n i s t e r  o f  Fore ign  A f f a i r s  

- Mr. Ralil Roa K o u r i  
Vice-Minister o f  Fore ign  R e l a t i o n s  

- Mr. Jose PGrez Novoa 
Director, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  
M i n i s t r y  o f  Fore ign  A f f a i r s  

- Mr. E u m e l i o  C a b a l l e r o  
D i  r e c t o r ,  Non-A1 igned Movement 
M i n i s t r y  o f  Fore ign  A f f a i r s  

- M r .  U l i s e s  E s t r a d a  
Director, North A f r i c a  and Middle 
E a s t  
M i n i s t r y  of  Fore ign  A f f a i r s  

- Mr. Reynaldo Gonz6lez 
Vice-pres ident ,  Cuban I n s t i t u t e  
f o r  F r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  Peoples  

- Mr. Neurys Vern ier  
Vice-Chief , Genera l  Department 
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  

- Mr. JosG Arbesii 
Vice-Chief, America Department 
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  

- Mr. E r n e s t 0  G6mez Abascal 
Chief of S e c t i o n ,  General  
Department 
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  

- Mr. Ram& F e r r o  
C h i e f ,  Department o f  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  
N a t i o n a l  Assembly 

- M r .  Frank O r t i z  
Chief ,  P o l i t i c a l  Department 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r q a n i z a t i o n s  
M i n i s t r y  of Fore ign  A f f a i r s  

- Mr. Mario G a r c i a  
C h i e f ,  Department of  N o r t h  A f r i c a  
and t h e  Middle E a s t  
M i n i s t r y  of  Fore ign  A f f a i r s  
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Czechoslova ki a 

Democratic Yemen 

Egypt 

German Democratic Republic 

Ghana 

Guinea 

India 

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 

Lao People's Democratic Republic 

- Mr. Omelio L6pez 
Vice-Chief, Department of 
International Relations 
National Assembly 

- Ms. Mireya Garcia 
Official, 
Ministry of Foreiqn Relations 

- Yr. Eduardo Castellanos 
Official, 
Ministry of Foreign Relations 

- Mr. Luis Gonzales Marturelos 
M i ni s te r Counse 1 lor 

- Yr. Zdenek Smrkovsky 
Ambassador to Cuba 

- H.E. Yr. Abdulrahman Mohamad 
Ambassador to Cuba 

- H.E. Mr. Mohamed Abbouda 
Ambassador to Cuba 

- Mr. Fouad Cherif 
Embassy in Havana 

- Yr. Jurqen Veit 
Third Secretary 
Embassy in Havana 

- H.E. Mr. Kojo Amoo-Gottfried 
Ambassador to Cuba 

- Mr. James Allotey 
First Secretary 
Embassy in Havana 

- Yr. Cheik Alouseny Conde 
First Secretary 
Embassy in Havana 

- H.E. Mr. Madhau Mangalmurti 
Ambassador to Cuba 

- Mr. Mohammad Hamzeh 
Embassy in Havana 

- Mr. Somlith Khantivong 
Embassy in Havana 
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Mexico 

N i  c a  r aqu a 

Niger ia  

Peru 

Phi 1 ippi  ne s 

Poland 

- Mr. Jose U r r u t i a  
Second Sec re t a ry  
Embassy i n  Havana 

- M s .  Maria E l sa  VW1 
M i  n i  s t e r  -Counse 1 lor 
Embassy i n  Havana 

- M r .  Lekara M. WaYi 
Second Sec re t a ry  
Embassy i n  Havana 

- Mr. Solomon Omojokun 
Embassy i n  Havana 

- Mrs. Marcela d e  R u i z  
Counsellor 
Embassy i n  Havana 

- H.E. Mrs. Ophelia Gonzales 
Ambassador t o  Cuba 

- Mrs. Er l inda  B a s i l i o  
M i n i  st e r -Coun se 1 l o  r 
Embassy i n  Havana 

- M s .  Marzena Pawlowska 
Embassy i n  Havana 

- Mr. Janusz SeCZYS 
Embassy i n  Havana 

Union of Sovie t  S o c i a l i s t  Republ ics  - M r .  Y u r i  Nosenko 
Counsellor 
Embassy i n  Havana 

- M r .  Nikolay Babich 
Second Sec re t a ry  
Embassy i n  Havana 

- Mr. Ovanes Arut iunian  
Embassy i n  Havana 

Venezuela 

V i e t  Nam 

Y u g o s l  avi a 

- Mr.  Rafael A. C a p r i l e s  R. 
Embassy i n  Havana 

- Mr. Xuan Phonq Nquyen 
Counsellor 
Embassy i n  Havana 

- Y r .  Milorad Ivanovic  
Embassy i n  Havana 
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Non-member S t a t e s  r e m e s e n t e d  bv o b s e r v e r s  

Democratic P e o p l e ' s  Republ ic  o f  Korea - V r .  Che Byonk I k  
Counsel lor  
Embassy i n  Havana 

- Mr. Che Sunq Jyon 
Embassy i n  Havana 

Republic of Korea - H.E. Mr. Eui Sok Chai 
Ambassador, Deputy Permanent 
Observer to t h e  United N a t i o n s  

- M r .  Hwan Bok Cho  
F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  
Embassy i n  Mexico C i t y  

United Nat ions  o r q a n s  

S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  on t h e  S i t u a t i o n  with reqard to t h e  
Implementation of t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  on  t h e  Grant inq of 
Independence to Colonia l  C o u n t r i e s  and Peoples  

Mr. &mar Amari ( T u n i s i a )  

S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  Aqainst  Apar the id  

Mr. N a s r e l d i n  A. M. I d r i e s  (Sudan) 

United N a t i o n s  Proqrammes, Bodies and S p e c i a l i z e d  Agencies  

United Nat ions  Development Proqramme 

Mr. C o s t a n t e  Muzio 
Res ident  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

United N a t i o n s  E d u c a t i o n a l ,  S c i e n t i f i c  and 
Cu 1 t u r  a 1 0 raa  n i z a t i on 

Mr. C a r l o s  Lazo 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and D i r e c t o r ,  
Reqional O f f i c e .  
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Nat iona 1 L i b e r a t i o n  Yovement s 

South West A f r i c a  P e o p l e ’ s  O r q a n i z a t  i o n  - 

Pa l e  st i ne L i b e r a t i o n  0 rqa n i  z a t io  n 

A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  Congress of 
S o u t h  A f r i c a  

Asociacion Cubana de l a s  
Naciones Unidas 

M r .  H e l m u t  Anqula 
Permanent Observer  to t h e  UN 

Mr. P e t e r  Tsheehama 
Chief R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  Cuba 

and t h e  Caribbean 

H.E. Mr. Imad Nabi l  J a d e a  
Ambassador t o  Cuba 

Mr. ,Walid Abdel Rahim 
Second S e c r e t a r y  
Embassy i n  Havana 

Mr. Mohamed Yousef Kazzaz 
Thi rd  S e c r e t a r y  
Embassy i n  Havana 

Mr. Fayez Bib i  

Mr. Abdel Hamid ElGhanam 

Mr. Issa E l  K h a t i b  

Mr. Suleiman Hamdan 

Mr. A l i  Ahmed Kassem 

M r .  N a b i l  K h a l i l  

Mr. Roberto Lobos C o n r e r a s  

M s .  Monica Maurie  

Mr. Bachi r  Taha 

Mr. Abdala Younis 

Mr. Yaser Yousef A t t a  

Mr. S t a n l e y  Manana 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to  Cuba 

Mr. Manya Nqhipopi  

Non-qove r nmen t a l  o rqa n i  z a t  i o n s  

- M r .  Antonio F. Diez 
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Asamblea Naciona 1-Foder Popular - Mr. Ramon Pez Ferro 

C e n t r o  de e s t u d i o s  de A f r i c a  y 
Medio O r i e n t e  

Centro Regional ,  Federac ion  
Democratica I n t e r n a c i o n a l  d e  Mujeres 

Escuela  Superior d e l  P a r t i d o  
"Nico Lopez" 

Federac i6n  E s t u d i a n t i l  U n i v e r s i t a r i a  

Federac ion  Mujeres Cubanas 

I n s t i t u t o  Cubano de Amistad 
con 10s Pueblos  

I n s t i t u t o  d e  C i e n c i a s  
Medicinas  d e  l a  Habana 

I n s t i t u t o  S u p e r i o r  de 
Re l a c  ione s I n t e r  nac i ona l e  s 

- M s .  Viv ian  Armenteros Rodriguez 

- MS. Zelmys Dominquez C o r t i n a  

- M s .  Mayda Jimenez G a r c i a  

- Mr. Manuel Alvarez Long0 

- M s .  Barbara  Danzie 

- M s .  Concepci6n D u m o i s  

- M s .  Ale ida  Leg6n 

- M s .  Sandra Sanchez Ramirez 
- Mr. Noel Manzanaros Blanco 

- Mrs. Maria d e l  Carmen B a r r o s o  
m n z s l e s  

- M s .  Elena P a t r i c i a  Cerez Narbona 

- Mr. J a v i e r  Dominguez 

- M r .  Omar Olazsba l  

- M s .  Rosa Velez 

- Mr. Mario Gonzalez 

- Mr. Miguel Alfonzo 

- Y r .  S a n t i a g o  Fernandez 

- Mr. Pedro Gonzalez 

- Mr. Raul I z q u i e r d o  

- Mr. E m i l i o  Perez  

- Mr. V i c t o r  Danie l  Terrero 
Manza nare  s 

- Mr. RaGl Hernandez 
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Movimiento Cubano por l a  Pas 
y l a  Soberania de 10s Pueblos 

0 rqan i z  ac  i 6n Cont  i nenta 1 Lat i no- 
Americana de Es tudian tes  

Orqanizaci6n de Sol idar idad con 
10s Pueblos de Asia, Afr ica  y 
A&rica Latina 

Uni6n d e  Jovenes Comunistas 

Unidad Revolucionari a Nacional 

Uni6n Arabe de Cuba 

- Ms Nora Gopar Beni tez  

- Mr. Orlando FundOta 

- M t .  Edwin Gonzilez 

- Ms. Ana Maria Pel l6n 

- M t .  Red Ismael Garcia Medina 

- Mr. Rene A n i l l o  Capate 

- Ms. J u l i a  Dolores Cabtera 

- Ms. Teresita T r u j i l l o  Iiemindez 

- MS. Vic to r i a  S o l a t e s  Ru iz  

- Ms. Nora B ta j in  Lug0 

- Mr. Rodolfo Casals Amy 

- Ms. Maria de l a  Catidad Derech 
G u t  ier rez 

- Mr. Josd Gonzhlez Be2 

- M t .  Osvaldo Fernando Jimher Misas 

- Mr. Dajud Llevara 

- Ms. Atminda Melhdez SilVa 

- Mr. Nestot Altaban Proveyet 

- Mr. Nestor Proveyer Llanes 

- Mr. Feisar  Tabtane 

- A l e x i s  Vald6s Amadit 

- Mr. Fe l ipe  L u i z  Yaber 

- Mr. E m i l i o  Zaht 

- Mr. G u i l l e r m o  Chacita P i e r a s  
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PRESS - 
Mr. Rene Ca lm 
Mr. Pablo Socorro 
Mr. Rodolfo Casals  Amey 
Mr. Omar de l a  Cruz Rey 
Mr. E s t e b a n  Torres Rodriquez 
Mr. Carlos  Valdez Tom6s 
Mr. L u i z  de l a  Rosa F r i a s  
Mr. J e s u s  Nodarse Rams  
Y r .  Leonard0 Lobaina Lobaina 
Mr. Anqel Lazo Hernandez 
3r. Juan Carlos  Torres  Regueiro 
Mr. Armando Morales Blanco 
Ms. I sabe l  Laqe D i a Z  
Mr. Juan Sanchez Sanchez 
Mr. Pedro Vinas Alfonso 
Mr. Juan Duff lar  A m e l l  
Yr. Miquel Fernandez ROa 
Mr. A n t o n i o  Hernandez Mena 
Ys. I r a ida  Montalvo 
Mr . Juan Emi l i o  Fr  i g u l s  
Mr. Manuel Perez Vega 
M s .  Mery S i m n  
Mr. J u l i o  More i o n  
Mr. L u i s  Mariano B a t i s t a  
Ys. Elizabeth Noriega 
Mr. Miquel Robeiro 
Mr. Lazaro Vi l leqas  
Mr. Ignacio Insua 
Ms. Maria de 10s Angeles Garcia 
M s .  Vianka Govin 
Ys. Elena NuRez 
Mr. Nabil Kadoura 
Mr. Beniqno Perez Lopez 
M s .  Juana Carrasco 
Ms. Martha Bares Gomez 
Mr. Francisco Garcia 
Yr.  Manuel Moro 

Kaled H u s s e i n  
I b r a i n  Ismail 
Jorge Gonzales V i l l a  
Cel ia  Garcia Hernandez 
Orlando Contreras  
Enrique L6pez Oliva 
P io t r  Sommerfeld 
Nu sse i n  Rbdel az i z 

Serquei Sereda 

A I N  
A I N  
GRANMA 
NTV 
NTV 
NTV 
NTV 
NTV 
NTV 
NTV 
NTV 
NTV 
NTV 
Bohemia 
Bohemia 
Tr aba j ado res  
Tra ba j ado re s 
Tr  aba jadore s 
Radio R e l o j  
Radio R e l o j  
Radio R e l o j  
Prensa Lat ina 
Prensa Lat ina 
Juventud Rebelde 
Juventud Rebelde 
Cubavi sion 
Cubavi s i o n  
Cubavi s i o n  
Radio Babana Cuba 
Radio Habana Cuba 
Radio Habana Cuba 
Radio Habana Cuba 
Bast i o n  
Verde Olivo 
Radio Rebelde 
T t  i buna 
Tr  i buna 

EOREIGN PRESS 

1 4  of October 
A 1  Nida 
E l  Dia 
E l  D i a  
Aqencia ALASEI 
Noticias Aliadas 
PAP 
A 1  Hadaf 

Rqencia TASS 

Democratic Yemen 
Lebanon 
Mexico 
M e %  i co 
M e %  ico 
Peru 
Poland 
Syrian Arab 

RepU b l  i C 

USSR 
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Andrei Borodine 
Andrei Kamorin 
Victor Gorbachov 
Vic tor  Lunin 
Yuri Goloviatenko 
I r i n a  Komrana 
Pham Dinh Loi 

Aqencia TASS USSR 
Iz ve  st i a USSR 
Radio Moscow USSR 
Rev. America Latina USSR 
Aqencia TASS USSR 
I s v e s t  i a USSR 
Aqencia VNA V i e  t Nam 
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