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UNRWA STRONGLY CONDEMNS ISRAELI SHELLING OF ITS SCHOOL
IN GAZA AS A SERIOUS VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW
STATEVENT BY UNRWA COVMMSSIONER-GENERAL PIERRE KRAHENBUHL
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30 July 2014 -- Last night, children were killed as they slept next to their parents on the floor of a classroomin a UN designated shelter in Gaza. Children killed in their sleep; this is an
affront to all of us, a source of universal shame. Today the world stands disgraced.
We have visited the site and gathered evidence. We have analysed fragnments, exanined craters and other damage. Our initial assessment is that it was Israeli artillery that hit our
school, in which 3,300 people had sought refuge. We believe there were at least three inpacts. It is too early to give a confirmed official death toll. But we know that there were
nultiple civilian deaths and injuries  including of wormen and children and the UNRWA guard who was trying to protect the site. These are people who were instructed to leave their
homes by the Israeli armry.
The precise location of the Jabalia Hermrentary Girls School and the fact that it was housing thousands of internally displaced people was conmunicated to the Israeli army seventeen
times, to ensure its protection; the last being at ten to nine last night, just hours before the fatal shelling.
| condenm in the strongest possible terrs this serious violation of international law by Israeli forces.
This is the sixth time that one of our schools has been struck. Our staff, the very people leading the hurmanitarian response are being killed. Our shelters are overflowing. Tens of
thousands may soon be stranded in the streets of Gaza, without food, water and shelter if attacks on these areas continue.
We have noved beyond the realmof hurmanitarian action alone. We are in the realmof accountability. | call on the international community to take deliberate international political action
to put an inmediate end to the continuing carnage.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Asserbly in 1949 and is mandated to provide assistance and protection to a population of some 5 nillion registered
Palestine refugees. Its mission is to help Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip to achieve their full potential in human developrrent, pending a
just solution to their plight. UNRWA's services enconpass education, health care, relief and social services, canp infrastructure and inprovement, and microfinance.
Financial support to UNRWA has not kept pace with an increased demand for services caused by growing nunbers of registered refugees, expanding need, and deepening poverty.
As a result, the Agency's General Fund (GF), supporting UNRWA's core activities and 97 per cent reliant on voluntary contributions, has begun each year with a large projected
deficit. Qurrently the deficit stands at US$ 69 million.
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