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INTRODUCTION 

1. The T w e n t y - f i r s t  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  Seminar o n  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  
( F i f t h  A f r i c a n  R e g i o n a l  Seminar) e n t i t l e d  "The i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people", was h e l d  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  A f r i c a n  R e g i o n a l  NGO Symposium 
o n  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  a t  t h e  R a m s e s  H i l t o n  Hotel, C a i r o ,  Egypt, from 
18 to 2 2  December 1988, i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  terms of G e n e r a l  Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n  42/66 B o f  2 December 1987. 

2. 
P a l e s t i n i a n  People w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by a d e l e g a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  H.E. Mrs. 
A b s a  Claude  D i a l l o  ( S e n e g a l ) ,  Chairman of t h e  Committee, head of t h e  
d e l e g a t i o n ;  H.E. M r .  Alexander  Borg O l i v i e r  (Malta),  Rappor teur  o f  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e ;  H.E. M r .  Samuel R. I n s a n a l l y  (Guyana); H.E. Mr. Tom Ohaleh Kargbo 
(Sierra  Leone);  H.E. M r .  Agus Tarmidz i  ( I n d o n e s i a ) ;  M r .  Zehdi L. T e r z i  
( P a l e s t i n e ) .  H.E. Mrs. Absa Claude  Diallo was Chairman and H.E. Mr. Alexander  
Rorg O l i v i o r ,  Rappor teur  o f  t h e  Seminar.  

The Committee on  t h e  Exercise  of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  of t h e  

3 .  
selected aspects of t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of 51  Governments, P a l e s t i n e ,  3 U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  o r g a n s ,  3 U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
S p e c i a l i z e d  a g e n c i e s  and bodies, 3 i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  2 n a t i o n a l  
l i b e r a t i o n  movements as w e l l  as 50 non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  (NGOs)  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  Seminar. 

Nine meet ings  were h e l d  and twenty-one p a n e l i s t s  p r e s e n t e d  p a p e r s  On 

A. OPENING STATEMENTS 

S t a t e m e n t  of  t h e  Deputy Prime M i n i s t e r  and  M i n i s t e r  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  of - Egmt 

4 .  The j o i n t  opening  ceremony of t h e  Seminar and NGO Symposium h e a r d  a 
s t a t e m e n t  from H.E. D r .  Ahmed E s m a t  A b d e l  Meguid, Deputy Prime M i n i s t e r  and 
M i n i s t e r  f o r  F o r e i g n  Affairs  of t h e  Arab Republ ic  of Eqypt ,  d e l i v e r e d  by 
H,E. A z i z  Seif El Nasr, A s s i s t a n t  Y i n i s t e r  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .  I n  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  it was stressed t h a t  t h e  Seminar w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t w o  
reasons :  f i r s t ,  because it was be ing  h e l d  i n  Cairo, one of t h e  main c e n t r e s  
Of Arab and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  to s t i m u l a t e  and a c t i v a t e  e f f o r t s  aimed a t  
a c h i e v i n g  a p e a c e f u l ,  j u s t  and comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  and second,  because of t h e  new i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and r e g i o n a l  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  which i n  t h e  view of Egypt provided  a s u i t a b l e  a tmosphere for  
serious e f f o r t s  t o  be made towards a s e t t l e m e n t .  

# 

5 -  
of t h e  u p r i s i n g  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, e x p r e s s i n g  i t s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p e r p e t u a t i o n  of t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  and o p p r e s s i o n  and of  t h e  policies of f a i t  
accompli which weighed h e a v i l y  on  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e  of t h e  world and t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. 

F i r s t  and foremost  among t h e  r e g i o n a l  developments  was t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  

6 .  The P a l e s t i n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  had r e c e n t l y  t a k e n  a radical  t u r n  
t h r o u q h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  a t  t h e  l a t e s t  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
N a t i o n a l  Counci l  a t  A l g i e r s .  They incl i ided c lear  a c c e p t a n c e  of S e c u r i t y  
C o u n c i l  r e s o l u t i o n s  2 4 2  (1967) and 3 3 8  (1973) t h e r e b y  b r i n g i n g  P a l e s t i n i a n  



- 5 -  

endeavours  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  e f f o r t s  to  a c h i e v e  a j u s t  and comprehensive 
p e a c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  
S t a t e  of  P a l e s t i n e ,  which proceeded  from an  open democratic c o n c e p t .  

7. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community's  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  c a u s e  had been 
g i v e n  f u r t h e r  c o n c r e t e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  form of  t h e  agreement  reached  by t h e  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  Assembly a t  i ts  h i s t o r i c  meet ing  o n  15 December 1988 a t  
Geneva, by a n  overwhelming m a j o r i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  European S t a t e s ,  on  
r e s o l u t i o n  43/176 on t h e  need f o r  convening t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference  
o n  t h e  Middle  E a s t .  

8 .  The c lear  and wel l -def ined  p o s i t i o n  reflected i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  by 
M r .  Yasser A r a f a t ,  Chairman of  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  (PLO) to  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a t  
Geneva on 13 December 1988 and i n  h i s  announcements to  t h e  press on 
1 4  December 1988 p o i n t e d  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  t h e  m a t u r i t y  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  its o b j e c t i v i t y ,  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  its p e a c e f u l  i n t e n t i o n s ,  i ts 
a n x i o u s n e s s  t o  pave t h e  way a s  best a s  possible f o r  a better f u t u r e  t o  t h e  
p e o p l e  of t h e  reg ion .  

9. 
conduct  a d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  PLO r e f l e c t e d  a posi t ive a t t i t u d e  and  was an  
i m p o r t a n t  s tep  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  towards t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  and h i s t o r i c  
r e s o l u t i o n s  and p o s i t i o n s  adopted by t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  s i d e .  That  d i a l o g u e  
would no d o u b t  e f f e c t i v e l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  achievement  o f  genuine  p r o g r e s s  
towards a l a s t i n g ,  j u s t  and p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t .  

The mandate g i v e n  by P r e s i d e n t  Reagan t o  t h e  U . S .  S t a t e  Department t o  

10. I s r a e l  should b e  urged to  respond f a v o u r a b l y  to  t h e  e a r n e s t  and s i n c e r e  
c a l l  f o r  peace. I t  is hoped t h a t  Israel  would soon play i ts  p o s i t i v e  role a t  
t h a t  h i s t o r i c  s t a g e ,  and t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  of I s rae l ,  l i k e  a l l  t h e  peoples o f  
t h e  r e g i o n ,  would p l a y  i ts  pa r t  i n  a c h i e v i n g  a l a s t i n g  and j u s t  peace.  

11. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community had a s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e n s u r i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  conducive  to  p r o g r e s s  towards  a p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  and t h e  
s u c c e s s  o f  such  proqres-s presupposed:  f i r s t ,  s t r o n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  €or 
t h e  p e a c e f u l  approach  adopted by t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  i n  A l g i e r s ;  
second,  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  between t h e  pa r t i e s  concerned ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  permanent members of t h e  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  and t h e  
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s ,  w i t h  a view t o  d i s c u s s i n g  
a r rangements  f o r  convening t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference o n  t h e  Middle  
E a s t  to  be a t t e n d e d  by a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  concerned ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  PLO, on  a n  
e q u a l  f o o t i n g ;  t h i r d ,  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  
f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference,  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  par t ies  
respond f a v o u r a b l y  to t h i s  p e a c e f u l  p r o c e s s  and t o  p r e v e v t  any s i n g l e  p a r t y  
from t h w a r t i n g  a process stemming from Uni ted  N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n s  and t h e  w i l l  
o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i ona 1 commu n i t y . 
12.  Egypt,  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Hosni Mubarak, would c o n t i n u e  
its e f f o r t s  w i t h  p a t i e n c e ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and  p e r s i s t a n c e  to make  
u s e  of t h e  many p o s i t i v e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  had emerged so t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n e  would be l e v e r e d  o u t  of i ts  c y c l e  of  missed o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  by 
working s e r i o u s l y  and e a r n e s t l y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a l l  t h e  w o r l d ' s  peace- loving 
f o r c e s ,  to  a c h i e v e  a l a s t i n g ,  j u s t  and p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  g u r a r a n t e e i n g  t h e  
r i g h t s  of a l l  t h e  p e o p l e s  of t h e  r e g i o n ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n  or d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  

\ 



Message Of t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  of t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  

13. A message of t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  of t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  H.E. M r .  J a v i e r  
P6rez  d e  CuCl la r ,  was r e a d  by h i s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  Mr. Naseem Mirza, C h i e f ,  
D i v i s i o n  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  Rights .  
A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  had a c t i v e l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e f f o r t s  u n d e r t a k e n  
a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  t o  b r i n g  peace ot  t h e  Middle E a s t  and t o  e n s u r e  
r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people .  The 
p r o x i m i t y  to  t h e  r e g i o n  and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  and close l i n k s  w i t h  i t s  peoples 
had p u t  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  i n  a unique  p o s i t i o n  to a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  and 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  accelerate t h e  peace p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  
Middle  E a s t .  

I n  t h e  message it was emphasized t h a t  t h e  

14. 
par t  by making t h e  f a c t s  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  P a l e s t i n e  better known and by 
m o b i l i z i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n  and t h e  world i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a 
comprehensive,  j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  t h e  Middle E a s t .  

An e n l i g h t e n e d  and mobi l ized  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  c o u l d  play a very  i m p o r t a n t  

15. The s t a t e m e n t  o f  Chairman Arafat a t  Geneva r e p r e s e n t e d  a new and v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  peace process. The U n i t e d  S ta tes  Government 's  
d e c i s i o n  t o  open a d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  was a n  e x c e l l e n t  d e c i s i o n  
and s o l v e d  o n e  problem. I t  was n o t ,  however, t h e  end of t h e  problem. I t  was 
indeed e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  momentum be m a i n t a i n e d  and t ransformed i n t o  
a j u s t ,  l a s t i n g  and comprehensive peace i n  t h e  Middle E a s t .  
N a t i o n s  had a well-known role t o  p l a y  and t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  would c o n t i n u e  
h i s  e f f o r t s  for a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned,  
i n c l u d i n g  P a l e s t i n e .  

The Uni ted  

S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  Chairman o f  t h e  Seminar 

16.  Mrs. Absa Claude Dia l lo ,  Chairman of  t h e  Seminar u n d e r l i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
Seminar and Symposium were h e l d  a t  a c r u c i a l  time i n  t h e  development o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  had been marked by t w o  major e v e n t s :  t h e  f i r s t  
a n n i v e r s a r y  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  u p r i s i n g ,  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a n  
independent  State  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  The courageous  u p r i s i n g  by t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
P o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  occupied  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  t h e  i n t i f a d a h ,  had e n t e r e d  i n t o  its 
second y e a r  and u n e q u i v o c a l l y  demonst ra ted  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people t o  wage a s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  I s rae l i  dominat ion  and 
o c c u p a t i o n .  The i n t i f a d a h  had t a k e n  on a n o t h e r  dimension s i n c e  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  adopted i ts  h i s t o r i c  d e c i s i o n  on  1 5  November 1988 t o  p r o c l a i m  
t h e  independence of t h e  S t a t e  of  P a l e s t i n e ,  t h e r e b y  g i v i n g  s p e c i a l  impetus  to  
t h e  p r o c e s s  of b r i n g i n g  p e a c e  t o  t h e  Middle E a s t .  Already a l a r g e  number of 
S ta tes  had recognized  t h e  S t a t e  o f  P a l e s t i n e .  O t h e r s  whtch had not  y e t  done 
So had e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  and had g r e e t e d  it a s  a 
c o n c r e t e ,  and p o s i t i v e  s t a g e  on t h e  p a t h  t o  peace. 

17 .  On 15  December 1988, t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly of t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  had 
completed its c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  i n  Geneva, where, as  
a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  Uni ted  States o f  A m e r i c a  n o t  t o  i s s u e  a v i s a  
to  Chairman Yasser A r a f a t ,  t h e  A s s e m b l y  had been compelled t o  t r ave l  t o  Geneva 
i n  o r d e r  t o  h e a r  t h e  head o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  PLO. 
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18. The Geneva s e s s i o n  and t h e  e n s u i n g  developments  had been o f  a magni tude 
t h a t  c o u l d  o n l y  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  h i s t o r i c .  The G e n e r a l  Assembly had heard  t h e  
v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  s t a t e m e n t s  by Chairman Yasser A r a f a t  and a l a r g e  number o f  
M i n i s t e r s  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  who had t r a v e l l e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  Geneva t o  take 
par t  i n  t h e  d e b a t e .  Such a h i g h  l e v e l  of  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  had been w i t h o u t  
p r e c e d e n t .  The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly 's  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  had 
welcomed i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  by Chairman Yasser A r a f a t  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  PLO's p o s i t i o n ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Government t o  e s t a b l i s h  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  d i a l o g u e  by o f f i c i a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  
PLO t h r o u g h  i t s  Ambassador i n  Tunis .  

19. The r e s o l u t i o n s ,  adopted by a n  overwhelming m a j o r i t y ,  were marked by a 
s p i r i t  o f  modera t ion  and o b j e c t i v i t y .  I n  a d o p t i n g  them, t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly 
had undoubtedly made a p o s i t i v e  and c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  peace, 
s t a b i l i t y  and s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  Middle  Eas t ,  t h e r e b y  e n a b l i n g  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
p e o p l e  t o  move ahead towards t h e  r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of i ts  l e g i t i m a t e  and 
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  to  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  independence and t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a 
S t a t e  of P a l e s t i n e .  The Committee on t h e  E x e r c i s e  of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  
of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h o s e  r e s o l u t i o n s  
and r e c e n t  developments  brought  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community closer to  a 
c o n s e n s u s  o n  t h i s  c r u c i a l  problem. For  i ts  pa r t ,  t h e  Committee c o n t i n u e d  to  
w o r k  towards  convening  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference.  

20. The Committee was convinced t h a t  i n  order to a r r i v e  a t  a p e a c e f u l  
s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  core of t h e  Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t ,  
it was e s s e n t i a l  to  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  and t o  promote a c t i o n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  i n  
s u p p o r t  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  achievement  of i t s  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ,  i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  r e l e v a n t  r e s o l u t i o n s  of  t h e  U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  and for  t h e  achievement  o f  a j u s t ,  l a s t i n g  and comprehensive peace i n  
t h e  Middle E a s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on 
t h e  Middle E a s t .  

21. The s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  occupied  t e r r i t o r i e s  remained a matter o f  s e r i o u s  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  concern .  I t  had f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t e d  as a consequence of t h e  
r e p r e s s i v e  policies and practices of I s rae l ,  t h e  occupying Power, i n  i ts 
e f f o r t s  to  quell t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  u p r i s i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n .  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o u t c r y  and t h e  a d o p t i o n  by t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  of s e v e r a l  
r e s o l u t i o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  occupying Power to a b i d e  by t h e  r e l e v a n t  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  and U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  I s r ae l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
resort t o  mi l i t a ry  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  and to engage i n  armed 
a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  and s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

Despite t h e  

22 .  The p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  c a l l e d  for t a k i n g  measures  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  under o c c u p a t i o n ,  to  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  s a g e t y  and s e c u r i t y  and 
t h e  l e g a l  and human r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e s  i n  a l l  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  
under  I s r ae l i  o c c u p a t i o n  and t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  
e f f e c t i v e  and s u s t a i n e d  c o l l e c t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  to a d d r e s s  t h e  core 
of t h e  problem - t h e  ending  of t h e  I s r a e l i  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n  and o t h e r  
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s  and t h e  e x e r c i s e  of i t s  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  by t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
People - w e r e  UKgently necessary. The C o m m i t t e e  w a s  f i r m l y  convinced t h a t  
only t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l ,  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a 
l egal  and political f ranework acceptable t o  t h e  pa r t i e s  of t h e  c o n f l i c t  and 
t h e  g rea t  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community t h a t  would make  i t  p o s s i b l e  
€or n e g o t i a t i o n s  t o  proceed  w i t h  f u l l  respect for i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recognized  
p r i n c i p l e s  and on  t h e  b a s i s  of  e q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned.  
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Message from t h e  Chairman of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
L i b e r a t i o n  O r s a n i z a t i o n  

23. A message from Mr. Yasser A r a f a t ,  Chairman of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  of 
t h e  PLO, was r e a d  by Mr. Jamal S o u r a n i ,  membe'r of  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee of 
t h e  PLO. 
peoples t h a t  upheld t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  c a u s e  and whose p o s i t i o n  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  for t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  peace i n i t i a t i v e  t a k e n  a t  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  S e s s i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  Counci l .  

I n  t h e  messsage g r a t i t u d e  was e x p r e s s e d  to a l l  t h e  S t a t e s  and 

24 .  T h a t  peace i n i t i a t i v e  was t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  l i b e r a t i o n  
s t r u g g l e  waged by t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people and of t h e  great  i n t i f a d a h  sweeping 
across t h e  occupied  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y ,  which were directed a g a i n s t  t h e  
I s rae l i  o c c u p a t i o n  f o r c e s  and t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  p o l i c i e s  and  p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  
Government of Israel. T h a t  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e a c e  i n i t i a t i v e  was also a n  
e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  w i l l  and d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  to  a c h i e v e  
peace .  Although t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  t h e  occupied  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y ,  
c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e p r e s s i o n ,  o p p r e s s i o n  and o f f i c i a l  Z i o n i s t  terror  
p r a c t i s e d  by t h e  I s r a e l i  o c c u p a t i o n  forces, had opted for a s t r a t e g y  of peace, 
t h e  Z i o n i s t  enemy had opted €or i n j u s t i c e ,  s t u b b o r n n e s s  and  f o r c e f u l  
a r r o g a n c e ,  p u r s u i n g  policies o f  a g r e s s i o n ,  and denying t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  
i ts i n a l i e n a b l e  n a t i o n a l  r i q h t s .  

25. The peace i n i t i a t i v e  had been fo l lowed by impor tan t  developments ,  namely, 
t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  made by many c o u n t r i e s  of  t h e  world, r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  
independent  S t a t e  of P a l e s t i n e ;  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  adopted by t h e  G e n e r a l  
Assembly of t h e  U n i t e d  Na t ions  a t  its l a t e s t  s e s s i o n ,  a c c e p t i n g  P a l e s t i n e  a s  
a n  observer to  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ;  and t h e  s u p p o r t  g i v e n  t o  t h e  appeal for t h e  
convening of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference o n  t h e  Middle E a s t .  The peace 
i n i t i a t i v e  had a l so  been followed by a p o s i t i v e  change i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  States as  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i t s  d e c i s i o n  to i n i t i a t e  a d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  
PLO, which c o n s t i t u t e d  a n  e s s e n t i a l  and c o n s t r u c t i v e  s t e p  i n  t h e  f u r t h e r a n c e  
of t h e  p e a c e  process i n  t h e  Middle E a s t .  

2 6 .  Those impor tan t  developments  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  u r g e n t  need f o r  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  f i v e  permanent members of  t h e  
S e c u r i t y  Counci l ,  to  c o n t i n u e  to promote t h e  p e a c e  process and a d o p t  t h e  
p r o p o s a l  p u t  forward a t  Gene'va f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a p r e p a r a t o r y  
committee f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference.  C u r r e n t  developments  i n s i d e  
t h e  occupied  t e r r i t o r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of b r u t a l  I s r ae l i  
r e p r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  unarmed P a l e s t i n i a n  people ,  h i g h l i g h t e d  a l so  t h e  u r g e n t  
need t o  p l a c e  t h e  occupied  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  under  t h e  temporary 
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  i n  order to  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  and t o  p u t  a n  end t o  t h e  s u f f e r i n g , a n d  p a i n  of i t s  
people by g i v i n g  c o n c r e t e  shape  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  independent  
P a l e s t i n i a n  State  on its own l a n d  w i t h  J e r u s a l e m  as  i ts  capi ta l .  

O t h e r  S t a t e m e n t s  

27. Dr. Abdel  Ahad G a m a l  E l  Din,  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Supreme C o u n c i l  f o r  Youth 
and S p o r t s  of t h e  Arab R e p u b l i c  o f  Egypt  and Chairman of  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  of Egypt ,  e x p r e s s e d  f u l l  s o l i d a r i t y  of t h e  governmenta l  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  NGOs and i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  A f r i c a  and of many p e r s o n a l i t i e s  from a l l  over  
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t h e  world w i t h  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to  a c h i e v e  its l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  
n e a r  f u t u r e .  The Uni ted  N a t i o n s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Egypt  would  c o n t i n u e  t o  
u n d e r t a k e  e v e r y  e f fo r t  to assist t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  t h a t  process. The 
A s s o c i a t i o n  would c o n t i n u e  t o  o r g a n i z e  meet ings  and c o n f e r e n c e s  on  d i f f e r e n t  
o c c a s i o n s  i n  o r d e r  to e d u c a t e  and inform t h e  p u b l i c  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n e  and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  regard. I t  would 
also contact o t h e r  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s , A s s o c i a t i o n s  and NGOs f o r  t h e  same purpose .  
The A s s o c i a t i o n  was c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  a prac t ica l  programme of a c t i o n  t o  h e l p  to  
stop t h e  Israel i  v i o l a t i o n s  of P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s  and to  support t h e  i n t i f a d a h  
c o u l d  be reached  and implemented. 

28. D r .  Morad Ghaleb,  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Afro-Asian P e o p l e s  S o l i d a r i t y  
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  local and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  deve lopments  l e d  t o  t h e  
b e l i e f  and raised hopes t h a t  a h i s t o r i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  had p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  f o r  a 
j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace, t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  40 y e a r s  of c o n f l i c t  and t h e  end 
of t h e  s u f f e r i n g  brought  a b o u t  by wars and d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n .  

29. The P a l e s t i n i a n  people had f o r m u l a t e d  its programme of peace i n  t h e  
N i n e t e e n t h  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l ,  and t h e  
Chairman of  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee of t h e  PLO had re i terated i n  Geneva h i s  
c a l l  f o r  peace. 

30. The world a t  l a r g e  w a s  convinced  t h a t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  and i ts  
sole and l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t h e  PLO, had done a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  f o r  a 
p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n f l i c t .  Hence, I s r a e l  should be asked  
to  s i n c e r e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  peace process and to a g r e e  o n  convening t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace  Conference  which would be b o t h  e f f e c t i v e  and have t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  terms o f  r e f e r e n c e .  

31. 
P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  i ts  j u s t  s t r u g g l e  for t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of its l e g i t i m a t e  
r i g h t s  and t o  e n l i s t  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  peace i n i t i a t i v e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  of  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  P a l e s t i n i a n  
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  and i n  Chairman A r a f a t ' s  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
G e n e r a l  Assembly i n  Geneva. I n  so d o i n g ,  t h e y  would endeavour  f o  f u l l y  
co-opera te  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  governmenta l  and non-governmental  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

NGOs would d o  a l l  t h e y  could  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  so l ida r i ty  w i t h  t h e  

32. Mr. T e s f a y e  Tadesse ( E t h i o p i a ) ,  Chairman of t h e  Special Committee on  t h e  
S i t u a t i o n  w i t h  Regard to  t h e  Implementa t ion  o f  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  on t h e  G r a n t i n g  
of Independence to  C o l o n i a l  C o u n t r i e s  and P e o p l e s ,  emphasized t h a t  t h e  
fundamenta l  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  on  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  
were: t h e  f u l l  and speedy e x e r c i s e  by t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people of its 
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  n a t i o n a l  independence  and 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  i ts  s o v e r e i g n  S ta te ,  and t h e  restoratioq of t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,  t h e i r  homes and p r o p e r t y  from which 
t h e y  had m e r c i l e s s l y  been d i s p l a c e d  and uprooted.  Those g o a l s  were endorsed  
by t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community r e c e n t l y  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g s  i n  Geneva on t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of  P a l e s t i n e .  

3 3 .  
to  e x e r t  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference i n t o  a 
r e a l i t y  i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  period of t i m e  c o u l d  n o t  be stressed too s t r o n g l y .  
Time was overdue  €or c o n c e r t e d  a c t i o n  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  of I s r ae l  t o  
compel it t o  respond t o  r e l e v a n t  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n s  and t o  t h e  w i l l  of 
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. 

The i m p e r a t i v e  need f o r  a l l  t o  exercise t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  and 
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34. Recent  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  
of t h e  PLO towards  s e t t l i n g  t h e  problem, t h e  u p r i s i n g  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people and t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  loss o f  l i f e  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  
occupied  Arab l a n d  had f u r t h e r  awakened t h e  c o n s c i e n c e  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
community and t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e s i s t a n c e  had e a r n e d  u n i v e r s a l  s u p p o r t  and 
sympathy. Given t h e  n e c e s s a r y  w i l l  and commitment of a l l  concerned  and 
a s s i s t e d  by t h e  c o n t i n u e d  endeavours  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ,  t h e  d a y  was i n  
s i g h t  for t h e  people of P a l e s t i n e  t o  e x e r c i s e  f reely i ts  i n h e r e n t  r i g h t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  its i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  a comprehensive 
s e t t l e m e n t  based on  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  r e s o l u t i o n s  2 4 2  (1967) and 338 (1973). 

3 5 .  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o p i n i o n  towards  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of  t h e  U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  on  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  a l l  peoples under  a l i e n  and 
c o l o n i a l  dominat ion.  The Special C o m m i t t e e  w a s  p rofoundly  aware of t h e  power 
of a n  a l e r t  and informed world publ ic  o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
i n j u s t i c e ,  o p p r e s s i o n  and a l i e n  and c o l o n i a l  dominat ion.  

The S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  a t t a c h e d  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of 

3 6 .  Mr. Agus Tarmidz i  ( I n d o n e s i a ) ,  s p e a k i n g  on b e h a l f  of t h e  S p e c i a l  
Committee a g a i n s t  A p a r t h e i d ,  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were encouraging  s i g n s  of  
newly emerged c h a n c e s  €or a l o n g - l a s t i n g  and  p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  
c o n f l i c t  th rough n e g o t i a t i o n s  a t  a Middle E a s t  peace c o n f e r e n c e  under t h e  
a u s p i c e s  of t h e  U n i t e d  Nat ions .  A t  t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t ,  
however, t h e r e  had been no progress o n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r o n t  i n  a c h i e v i n g  
t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  p o l i c y  and  p r a c t i c e  of a p a r t h e i d  p e r p e t r a t e d  by S o u t h  
Africa a g a i n s t  its b l a c k  m a j o r i t y  p o p u l a t i o n .  The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community 
would welcome t h e  r e l a x a t i o n  of t e n s i o n s  i n  both  r e g i o n s ,  l e a d i n g  to a 
r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  c o n f l i c t s  t h e r e b y  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  prospects f o r  a l l  t o  
l i v e  i n  peace ,  s e c u r i t y  and harmony. 

3 7 .  The a r b i t r a r y  k i l l i n g  o f  men, women and c h i l d r e n ,  of wanton v i o l e n c e  and 
t o r t u r e  were t h e  main f e a t u r e s  of  T e l  Aviv and P r e t o r i a  policies i n  t h e i r  
d e s p e r a t e  b u t  f u t i l e  attempts t o  c r u s h  t h e  h e r o i c  i n t i f a d a h  and t h e  
a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  o p p o s i t i o n .  It  c o u l d  n o t  be over looked  t h a t  both r6gimes n o t  
o n l y  had carried o u t  similar p o l i c i e s  and practices,  b u t  also had en joyed  a t  
least  t h e  t o l e r a n c e  i f  n o t  s u p p o r t  from some i m p o r t a n t  q u a r t e r s .  I n  t h e  annex 
of its a n n u a l  report to  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly, t h e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  p r o v i d e d  
a n  overv iew c o n c e r n i n g  r e c e n t  developments  i n  r e l a t i o n s  between S o u t h  A f r i c a  
and I s r ae l ,  which demonst ra ted  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  between them 
c o n t i n u e d .  The i n c r e a s i n g  r e l a t i o n s  between Israel  and  South  A f r i c a ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f i e l d ,  c o u l d  n o t  b u t  be of s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. That  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  now extended beyond t h e  arms 
t r a d e  and t h e  upgrading o f  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  r 6 g i m e ' s  weaponry sys tems t o  i n c l u d e  
t r a i n i n g  and a d v i s i n g  South  A f r i c a ' s  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  a n d , i t s  p r o x i e s .  
consequence t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  and b l ack  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  deter iorate .  

A s  a 

38.  The Special C o m m i t t e e  welcomed t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  r e c e n t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  h e l d  a t  A l g i e r s  and extended its w a r m  g r e e t i n g s  
t o  t h e  newly d e c l a r e d  P a l e s t i n i a n  S ta te .  I t  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  PLO and its 
l e a d e r s h i p  for  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c l e a r i n g  t h e  p a t h  for a n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  of 
t h e  c o n f l i c t .  The Special C o m m i t t e e  hoped t h a t  t h e  enhanced p r o s p e c t s  f o r  a 
j u s t  s e t t l e m e n t  of r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  would n o t  d i m i n i s h ,  b u t  would create new 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a j u s t ,  p e a c e f u l  and n e g o t i a t e d  
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s o l u t i o n  a l so  t o  South A f r i c a ' s  i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t ,  which had to  inc lude  t h e  
t o t a l  e r a d i c a t i o n  of  a p a r t h e i d  and t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of  a democratic, non-racial .  
s o c i e t y  based on m a j o r i t y  r u l e .  

39. The Seminar rece ived  a message from D r .  Daya Perera, Chairman o f  t h e  
Special C o m m i t t e e  t o  I n v e s t i g a t e  Israeli  Practices Af fec t ing  t h e  Human R i g h t s  of 
t h e  Popula t ion  o f  t h e  Occupied Territories, which s ta ted  t h a t  t h e  Special 
Committee i n  i t s  la tes t  report (A/43/694) to  t h e  Genera l  Assembly had reached 
t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  r e f l e c t e d  a new phase i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  occupied terr i tor ies .  That  new phase,  stemming from t h e  
basic r e a l i t y  t h a t  occupat ion  i n  i t s e l f  c o n s t i t u t e d  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  human r i g h t s ,  
co inc ided  w i t h  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  u p r i s i n g  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  popu la t ion  a g a i n s t  
t h e  occupat ion.  It had been c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by an  unprecedented o u t b u r s t  of 
v io l ence  and r e p r e s s i v e  measures r e s u l t i n g  i n  c o n s t a n t  u n r e s t  and c l a s h e s  and 
had been marked by a heavy t o l l  of c a s u a l t i e s  among t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  S e v e r a l  
hundred P a l e s t i n i a n s  had l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  v a r i o u s  forms of c o l l e c t i v e  
punishment had been r epea ted ly  used  a g a i n s t  c i v i l i a n s ,  s e v e r a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  had 
r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  freedom of expres s ion ,  and measures such as  d e c l a r i n g  e n t i r e  
l o c a l i t i e s  "closed m i l i t a r y  areas" had been implemented i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  l i m i t  
or  p reven t  an adequate  media coverage of  t h e  e v e n t s  related t o  t h e  up r i s ing .  

40.  The implementation o f  t h o s e  p o l i c i e s  and t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  acts  of  v i o l e n c e  
and aggres s ion  by Israel i  se t t le rs  a g a i n s t  P a l e s t i n i a n  c i v i l i a n s  dur ing  t h e  
period under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  had c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
climate of t e n s i o n  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  t h e  occupied terr i tor ies .  I n  such t r a g i c  
c i rcumstances ,  t h e  Special C o m m i t t e e  appealed once aga in  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
community t o  t a k e  urgent  measures to  ensu re  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  b a s i c  human 
r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  c i v i l i a n  popu la t ion ,  of which t h e y  had so long been 
depr ived .  

41.  M r .  A 1  Mamoun Reita (Mali) speakinq on behalf  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Republ ic  of Mali having assumed t h e  Pres idency  of t h e  Organ iza t ion  of  t h e  
Afr ican  Uni ty  (OAU) said t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  had reached a d e c i s i v e  
tu rn ing -po in t  from which t h e r e  w a s  no t  t u r n i n g  back. I n t i f a d a h  was a word t h a t  
had e n t e r e d  i n t o  u n i v e r s a l  cur rency .  
rededicate themselves  to suppor t ing  t h e  j u s t  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  
under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  PLO. Mali had been t h e  f i r s t  t o  recognize  t h e  new 
Sta te  of P a l e s t i n e .  

Af r i can  n a t i o n s  were cal led on t o  

42.  I t  w a s  u r g e n t l y  needed t o  convene t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference as  
called for by t h e  Genera l  Assembly. I t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to  convince t h e  
I s r a e l i  and United S ta t e s  Governments to g i v e  up t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  
Conference,  b u t  he hoped t h e  l a t t e r ' s  new c o n t a c t s  wi th  t h e  PLO would have a 
p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t .  
l i b e r a t i o n  of t h e  peoples of P a l e s t i n e  and South A f r i c a  cou ld  no t  be 
overemphasized. 

The importance of Afro-Arab s o l i d a r i t y , , t o  achieve  t h e  

43.  A t  its t h i r d  meeting, Mr. Muhammed AL-Farra, Under-Secretary-General of 
t h e  League of Arab S ta tes ,  i n  h i s  s t a t emen t  expressed t h e  hope t h a t  what had 
been achieved  p o l i t i c a l l y  would no t  lead to  ignor ing  I s rae l ' s  attempts t o  
t o t a l l y  dominate t h e  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  and t o  e x p l o i t  i ts  re sources .  Given 
t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  cope w i t h  t he  i n t i f a d a h ,  I s r ae l  had s tepped  UQ i t s  armed 
p o l i c i e s  of oppres s ion  and occupat ion ,  policies and a c t i o n s  which had o n l y  
s t r eng thened  t h e  de t e rmina t ion  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  i n t i f a d a h  to  resist a s  
long a s  i t  w o u l d  be necessary.  
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4 4 .  I s rae l  was t r y i n g  t o  create a f a i t  accompli which would p r e v e n t  t h e  
h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle East .  Even i f  t h e  
Conference  were t o  be h e l d  I s rae l  d i d  n o t  want t h e  Conference  to a t t a i n  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e  f o r  which i t  would have been convened. 
was n o t  a n  end i n  i t s e l f ,  r a t h e r  it was a means of  a c h i e v i n g  a g o a l .  The 
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  world had t o  b e  a t t racted to  t h a t  and t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  i ts  f i v e  permanent members, s h o u l d  act  u r g e n t l y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  
P e a c e  p r o c e s s .  Israel  had to be made aware t h a t  it had t o  g i v e  up t h e  l a w  of  
t h e  j u n g l e  i n  i t s  c o n d u c t  and t h a t  t h e  people of t h e  r e g i o n  were l o n g i n g  to l i v e  
i n  peace and s e c u r i t y .  

The h o l d i n g  of t h e  Conference 

45 .  
end t o  t h e  dangerous  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  c o u l d  lead a l l  of mankind i n t o  a n  ex t remely  
d a n g e r o u s  s i t u a t i o n .  
its w i l l  a s  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  Assembly and t o  g i v e  it 
c o n c r e t e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  adequate a c t i o n  so t h a t  t h e  t r a g e d y  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people c o u l d  be p u t  to a n  end by e n a b l i n g  it to e x e r c i s e  i t s  own n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  
l i k e  a l l o t h e r  peoples of t h e  world. The PLO had t a k e n  a clear d e c i s i o n  when on  
15 November 1988 t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  p roc la imed a P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e  
which had been r e c o g n i z e d  by more t h a n  70 States.  I t  was now up to  t h e  Uni ted  
N a t i o n s  to show i ts  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to allow t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to  e x e r c i s e  
its s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  its n a t i o n a l  land.  

There w a s  a n  h i s t o r i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  which s h o u l d  n o t  t o  be missed to  p u t  a n  

I t  was h i g h  time f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community t o  a s s e r t  

46 .  A t  its f o u r t h  meet ing ,  M r .  S h e r i f  R e f a a t  (Egypt)  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  C o u n c i l  f o r  Namibia, s ta ted  t h a t  t h e  Counci l  was of t h e  view t h a t  t h e  
problems i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  were i n e x t r i c a b l y  bound t o  t h e  j u s t  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  and t h a t  any  lack of s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  would 
c o n t i n u e  t o  a g g r a v a t e  s i t u a t i o n s  and i n t e n s i f y  c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  as  w e l l  
a s  endanger  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e c u r i t y .  

47. 
f o r  t h e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s .  I f  s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e s o l v e d ,  it would provide a 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t h a t  m u l t i l a t e r a l  diplomacy w a s  capable of s i g n i f i c a n t  
accomplishments a t  t h e  service of t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and purposes of t h e  Uni ted  
N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r  and t h e  r u l e  of l a w .  However, t h e  approaches  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  
of t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  P a l e s t i n e  had been c o n t a i n e d  by I s rae l .  I t  replaced t h e  
" r u l e  of law" by t h e  " r u l e  of f o r c e " .  The c o u n t r y ' s  a n n e x a t i o n i s t  e x p a n s i o n i s t  
p o l i c y  needed no comment. 

The  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  w a s  as much a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  a s  it w a s  a problem 

48.  The  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community had r e c e n t l y  w i t n e s s e d  s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  i n  
b r i n g i n g  about  p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n s  to a number of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  problems. Much 
of t h i s  s u c c e s s  w a s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  u n t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  and its Secre ta ry-Genera l .  The C o u n c i l  f o r  N a m i b i a  hoped t h a t  such  
s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  positive climate, c o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o s p e r  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  of t h e  world. 

49. 
t h e  I s l a m i c  Conference ( O I C ) .  

The Seminar a lso r e c e i v e d  a message of g r e e t i n g  from t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

Message s e n t  by t h e  Seminar 

50. The Seminar adopted  a message t o  Mr. Yasser A r a f a t ,  Chairman o f  t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  Committee of t h e  PLO (annex I)  and a motion of  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  
Government and t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  Arab Republ ic  of Egypt (annex 11). 
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B. PANEL DISCUSSION 

51. Three  p a n e l s  were establis..ed. The p a n e l s  and 
f o l l o w s :  

h e i r  p a n e l i s t s  were a s  

(a)  "The u p r i s i n g  i n  t h e  occupied  P a l e s t i n i a n  terri tories:  t h e  urgency o f  
convening t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference o n  t h e  Middle E a s t  i n  
accordance  w i t h  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s " ;  

Mr. L o t f y  El-Kholy ( E g y p t ) ,  Mr. Rafael Es t re l la  ( S p a i n ) ,  
Y r .  Y. V. Glukhov (Union o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c s ) ,  Mr. C o r e n t i n  
Hervo-Akendengue (Gabon),  Mr. A 1  Mamoun Keita (Mal i ) ,  Mr. Jonathan K u t t a b  
( P a l e s t i n i a n ) ,  Mr. S a l a h  Ladgham ( T u n i s i a ) ,  Mr. Ibbo Mandaza (Zimbabwe) , 

M r .  Ahmed  Osman ( E g y p t ) ,  Mr. S. Amos Wako (Kenya) 

(b)  "The role of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n " ;  

Mr. N a b i l  S h a ' a t h  ( P a l e s t i n i a n )  

(c) "The m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people"; 

Mr. Farouk Abu Eissa (Sudan) ,  Mr. Donald B e t z  ( U n i t e d  S t a t e s ) ,  Mr. G i p u  
Fel ix-George (Sierra  Leone) ,  M r .  Mohamed El-Sayed G a l l a b  (Egypt)  r 
M r .  Gora I b r a h i m  (South  Afr ica) ,  M r .  L a t y r  Kamara ( S e n e g a l ) ,  
M r .  G a b r a l l a h  Rhamsin (Sudan) ,  Mr. A s s i h  Kossi (Togo),  M r .  Dikhigang 
Masemola (South  Afr ica) ,  Mrs. Ruth N e t 0  (Angola) ,  M r .  Gesaya NYama 
(Namibia), Mr. Awe1 Moneim S a i d  (Egypt)  

52. The e x p e r t  members of t h e  p a n e l s  a g r e e d  on summaries o f  t h e  presentations 
and t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  t h e  t h r e e  topics. The Seminar decided to i n c l u d e  t h o s e  
summaries i n  t h e  report. 

P a n e l  I: "The u p r i s i n g  i n  t h e  occupied  P a l e s t i n i a n  terri tories:  t h e  urgency of 
convening t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on  t h e  Middle  East i n  accordance  
w i t h  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s "  

5 3 .  Despite t h e  g r e a t  c o m p l e x i t y  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b r o a d e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a n  
e v e r  b e f o r e  had been opened up f o r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of  o n e  of  t h e  most 
protracted of r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  and f o r  t h e  convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Peace Conference on t h e  Middle  E a s t .  A t  i ts N i n e t e e n t h  F x t r a o r d i n a r y  S e s s i o n  
i n  November a t  A l g i e r s ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  had t a k e n  i m p o r t a n t  
p r a g m a t i c  steps w i t h  a view t o  c r e a t i n g  more f a v o u r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  end t h e  
deadlock  i n  t h e  Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t  and solve i ts  k e y  i s s u e  - t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of P a l e s t i n e .  

5 4 .  The P a l e s t i n i a n  u p r i s i n g  i n  t h e  occupied te r r i to r ies ,  t h e  i n t i f a d a h ,  
u n e q u i v o c a l l y  demonst ra ted  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people t o  p u t  
an end t o  I s r a e l i  dominat ion  and o c c u p a t i o n  and t o  f r e e l y  e x e r c i s e  i ts  
l e g i t i m a t e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s .  The i n t i f a d a h  was a spontaneous  and i r r e s i s t i b l e  
movement a s  a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  more t h a n  2 1  y e a r s  oE Israel i  p o l i c i e s  and 
p r a c t i c e s  of o c c u p a t i o n .  I t  demonst ra ted  t h e  a b n o r m a l i t y  of a s i t u a t i o n  i n  
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which f o r  decades a n  e n t i r e  p e o p l e  had been  deprived of i ts  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  
w i t h  i ts l a n d  o c c u p i e d  by o t h e r s  under  u n a c c e p t a b l e  o p p r e s s i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  
i n c l u d i n g  g r o s s  v i o l a t i o n s  of  human r i g h t s .  

55. The view w a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  i n t i f a d a h ,  now i n  its second y e a r  had 
focused  world a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t  and i t s  core, t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  The s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  occupied  terr i tor ies ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
w i t h  respect t o  t h e  younger g e n e r a t i o n ,  was one a f  a n  " e n t r e n c h e d  p o s i t i o n  i n  
deadloc k" . 
56. 
i n c l u d i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e t e n t i o n ,  town a r res t ,  tor ture ,  d e  o r t a t i o n ,  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  houses  and c o l l e c t i v e  punishment  had repea tedyy been condemned 
by t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a s  c o n t r a r y  to  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  F o u r t h  Geneva 
Convent ion re la t ive  t o  t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  of C i v i l i a n s  i n  Time of War. 

The enforcement  of  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  measures  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  

57. The i n t i f a d a h ,  w i t h  t h e  involvement of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  under  o c c u p a t i o n  
and t h o s e  i n  e x i l e ,  had a l r e a d y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  undermined t h e  basis s t r u c t u r e s  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  and its pol i t ical  d o c t r i n e ;  it had s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a l t e r n a t i v e  s o c i a l ,  economic and p o l i t i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  t h u s  
c o n s t i t u t i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  and t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  of 
t h e  occupying  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t u s  quo. Those new real i t ies  had 
he lped  i n  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  t o  its c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
Middle E a s t  c o n f l i c t .  

58. C o m m i t t e e s  and commissions for  t h e  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a c t i o n  and t h e  
maintenance o f  o r d e r ,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  
food, medical a s s i s t a n c e ,  etc. had sprung up  and were a c t i v e l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  
t h e  occupied  terr i tor ies .  They were o p e r a t i n g  under  t h e  f l a g  and under  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  PLO. That  f a c t  i n  i t s e l f  made it m a n i f e s t l y  clear t h a t  any 
s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  q u e s t i o n  and of t h e  Middle E a s t  c o n f l i c t s  as a 
whole r e q u i r e d  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  PLO, t h e  sole l e g i t i m a t e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

59. The q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  had been i n s e p a r a b l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .  On 29 November 1947, r e s o l u t i o n  181 (11) w a s  adopted 
by t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly, by which t h e  B r i t i s h  Mandate w a s  t o  end and t w o  
S ta tes ,  one  Arab and one Jewish,  were to  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  J e r u s a l e m  w a s  t o  be 
a c o r p u s  separa tum under  a s p e c i a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  rggime. Economic u n i t y  and 
t h e  s a f e g u a r d i n g  of fundamental  r i g h t s  were to  be ensured.  But  o v e r  4 0  y e a r s  
a f t e r  i t s  a d o p t i o n ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  had y e t  t o  be implemented i n  f u l l .  T h a t  
r e s o l u t i o n  had been implemented a l l o w i n g  for t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  Jewish  S t a t e ,  
b u t  its f u l l  implementa t ion  required a l so  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  Arab S t a t e  
e n v i s a g e d  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  

60. 
as  a n  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  e lement  i n  a c h i e v i n g  a j u s t ,  comprehensive and l a s t i n g  
Peace  i n  t h e  area. 
Middle E a s t  enjoyed a g e n e r a l  and c l e a r  c o n s e n s u s  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
community. The d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community to  convene that 
Conference was not  meant t o  p l e a s e  or displease o n e  p a r t  or t h e  other i n  t h e  
c o n f l i c t .  The repeated c a l l s  f o r  t h e  convening o f  t h e  Conference were 
prompted by o b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  and were f a c i l i t a t e d  by many p o s i t i v e  and 
c o n s t r u c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  Conference.  

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  had been r e c o g n i z e d  

The convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference  on  t h e  
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51. The q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  which w a s  t o  be dea l t  w i t h  by t h e  Conference  was 
n o t  a simple b i l a t e r a l  c o n f l i c t  between two local actors, or j u s t  a r e g i o n a l  
problem i n  t h e  f u l l e s t  s e n s e  of t h e  word. I t  had t h r e a t e n e d  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and 
may t h r e a t e n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  world peace and s e c u r i t y .  The s e r i o u s ,  s t r a t e g i c ,  
p o l i t i c a l  and economic i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  Middle  Z a s t  a f f e c t e d  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of e a c h  permanent member of t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t s  o f  Europe, A f r i c a ,  A s i a  and L a t i n  America. 

62. 
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l ,  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  independent  P a l e s t i n i a n  S ta te  and t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  peace i n i t i a t i v e  were l o g i c a l  outcomes of t h e  i n t i f a d a h .  They 
opened up t h e  way €or a p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  on t h e  
bas i s  o f  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  r e s o l u t i o n s  242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and t h e  
l e g i t i m a t e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ,  t h e r e b y  b r i n g i n g  
P a l e s t i n i a n  endeavours  to  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of e f f o r t s  t o  a c h i e v e  a j u s t  and  
comprehensive p e a c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

The r e s u l t s  of t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  S e s s i o n  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  

63. The clear and wel l -def ined  p o s i t i o n  o u t l i n e d  i n  M r .  Yasser A r a f a t ' s  
a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly of t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a t  Geneva on  13 December 
1988 and i n  h i s  subsequent  announcements t o  t h e  press o n  14 December 1988 
p o i n t e d  once  a g a i n  t o  t h e  m a t u r i t y  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  l e a d e r s h i p ,  i ts  
pragmatism, i ts  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  its p e a c e f u l  i n t e n t i o n s  and its 
a n x i o u s n e s s  t o  pave t h e  way f o r  a better f u t u r e  f o r  t h e  people of t h e  r e g i o n .  
They o f f e r e d  a g e n u i n e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for a c h i e v i n g  peace  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  and t h e  
momentum t h e y  have g e n e r a t e d  had to be f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e d  and u t i l i z e d  to  
promote e f f o r t s  aimed a t  a c h i e v i n g  a j u s t  and comprehensive peace i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
as soon a s  possible. 

64. 
43/175, 43/176 and 43/177 was welcomed as a most s i g n i f i c a n t  achievement  
b r i n g i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community closer t o  c o n s e n s u s  on  t h i s  c r u c i a l  
problem. The r e s o l u t i o n s  were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a s p i r i t  of  modera t ion  and  
o b j e c t i v i t y .  The Seminar s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c a l l  of t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly f o r  
convening t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on  t h e  Middle Eas t  to  be h e l d  
under  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  pa r t i e s  
t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  PLO, on a n  e q u a l  f o o t i n g ,  and t h e  f i v e  permanent 
m e m b e r s  of t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l ,  on  t h e  bas i s  of S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  r e s o l u t i o n s  
242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people, p r i m a r i l y  its r i g h t  to  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  

The a d o p t i o n  by t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly on  15  December 1988 o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  

6 5 .  The Seminar a lso expressed s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
o v e r a l l  p e a c e  a s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  r e s o l u t i o n  43/176, namely: ( a )  t h e  wi thdrawal  of  
I s r a e l  from t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  occupied  s i n c e  1967, i n c l u d i n g  J e r u s a l e m ,  
and o t h e r  occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s ;  (b )  g u a r a n t e e i n g  arqangements  €or t h e  
s e c u r i t y  of a l l  S ta tes  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  named i n  G e n e r a l  Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n  181 (11) of 29 November 1947, w i t h i n  s e c u r e  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  
r e c o g n i z e d  boundar ies ;  (c) r e s o l v i n g  t h e  problem of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e s  i n  
c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  194 (111) o f  11 December 1948, and 
subsequent  r e l e v a n t  r e s o l u t i o n s ;  ( d )  d i s m a n t l i n g  of t h e  I s r ae l i  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  
t h e  occupied  t e r r i t o r i e s  s i n c e  1967; (e) g u a r a n t e e i n g  freedom of access t o  Holy 
P l a c e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  b u i l d i n g s  and sites. 

6 6 .  
States  Government t o  open a s u b s t a n t i v e  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  PLO. I t  w a s  hoped 

The Seminar welcomed a s  a p o s i t i v e  development t h e  d e c i s i o n  by t h e  U n i t e d  
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t h a t  t h e  d i a l o g u e  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  e a r l y  convening of t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t .  

67. 
P a l e s t i n e  i n  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n ,  it was f e l t  t h a t  t h e  permanent members of t h e  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  S e c u r i t y  Counci l  should  immediately engage i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  
among themselves  and w i t h  t h e  par t ies  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  order t o  make t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  for t h e  e a r l y  convening of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference  on t h e  Middle E a s t  i n  accordance  w i t h  G e n e r a l  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
43/176. 

I n  order t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  p o s i t i v e  developments  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 

68. Regarding t h e  j u s t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ,  and i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h o s e  r e s i s t i n g  Israel i  o c c u p a t i o n ,  t h e  Seminar e x p r e s s e d  i t s  
c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community should  u n d e r t a k e  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n  
i n  o r d e r  to: 

(a )  Pursue  a comprehensive,  j u s t  and l a s t ing  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of P a l e s t i n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  speedy convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference  on t h e  Middle E a s t  i n  accordance  w i t h  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  43/176; 

(b) Ensure  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s a f e t y  and l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  occupied  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y ,  among o t h e r  measures, 
through t h e  p l a c i n g  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b s e r v e r s ;  

(c) P r o v i d e  f i n a n c i a l ,  l e g a l  and moral s u p p o r t  for s e t t i n g  up of t h e  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f o r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  which c o u l d  s e r v e  as  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  State.  

69. The p o s i t i o n  o f  I s rae l  c o n t i n u e d  to  be a n  obstacle i n  t h e  way of t h e  
convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conierence.  
key e l e m e n t s  i n  Israel ' s  p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  circles o p p s e d  a 
comprehensive n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  Middle E a s t  c o n f l i c t .  The 
seemingly u n s c a l a b l e  barriers t o  p e a c e  created by Israel  weighed a g a i n s t  t h e  
s w e l l i n g  t ide  of r e f u s a l  by t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  occupied  
t e r r i t o r i e s  t o  accept any l o n g e r  t h e  i n t o l e r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  of  e x i s t e n c e  under 
o c c u p a t i o n .  T h a t ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  awareness  of t h e  u l t i m a t e  f u t i l i t y  
and d a n g e r s  of a t t e m p t i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  i l l ega l  p o s s e s s i o n  of  l a n d s  where t h e y  
were outnumbered demographica l ly  by a people t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  be forced i n t o  
submiss ion ,  had f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  raised s e r i o u s  d o u b t s  i n  t h e  minds of many 
I s r a e l i  c i t i z e n s  about  t h e  w i s d o m  of t h e  policies of the i r  Government. 

I t  w a s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  

70. The  Seminar was informed a b o u t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  European Economic 
Community (EEC) on  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l ? s t i n e  and a b u t  
measures  t o  assist the  P a l e s t i n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  under o c c u p a t i o n .  I t  welcomed 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  EEC c o u n t r i e s  had f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time adopted  a common p o s i t i o n  
and j o i n e d  i n  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  o n  r e s o l u t i o n  43/176. 
t h a t  EEC and its member States  would c o l l e c t i v e l y  and i n d i v i d u a l l y  t a k e  
f u r t h e r  s teps  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference.  I n  t h a t  r e g a r d  t h e  Seminar w a s  informed of a d e c i s i o n  by a 
meet ing  of EEC F o r e i q n  M i n i s t e r s  on  1 9  December t o  d i s p a t c h  a m i s s i o n  t o  the 
r e g i o n  to  u n d e r t a k e  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  par t ies  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
PLO. The view w a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  EEC should  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  t rade  w i t h  t h e  
occupied  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r i e s  and should  e n s u r e  t h a t  e x p o r t s  from t h e  
t e r r i t o r i e s  t o  EEC c o u n t r i e s  would n o t  be h indered  by t h e  1 s r a e l i . a u t h o r i t i e s .  

It  also expressed t h e  hope 



- 1 7  - 

P a n e l  11: "The R o l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n "  

71. The PLO was t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  movement o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ,  
and t h e  leader of its s t r u g g l e .  As s u c h  its b a s i c  role w a s  t o  c h a n n e l  and l e a d  
a l l  P a l e s t i n i a n  a c t i v i t i e s  and c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  and d i r e c t  them t o  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  
of P a l e s t i n i a n  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s .  Those r i g h t s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t  t o  r e t u r n  and i t s  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o n  i ts  own l a n d ,  
to s o v e r e i g n t y  and  s t a t e h o o d .  

72. However, t h e  PLO had t o  play o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  roles because  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  
n a t u r e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  t r a g e d y .  U n l i k e  classical  colonialism, P a l e s t i n e  had 
been s u b j e c t e d  t o  se t t le r  c o l o n i a l i s m  t h a t  attempted to  d e s t r o y  P a l e s t i n i a n  
s o c i e t y  and d i s p l a c e  i t  from its land .  Fur thermore ,  t h e  I s r ae l i  i n v a s i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n e  attempted t o  d i s m a n t l e  t h e  v e r y  corporate e n t i t y  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  
and d e s t r o y  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  
people were uprooted  and dispersed o u t s i d e  P a l e s t i n e ,  o n e  t h i r d  of them i n  
r e f u g e e  camps. The remaining 40 per c e n t  was d i s p e r s e d  between t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
a r e a s  annexed to  I s r a e l  i n  1 9 4 8  and t h o s e  occupied  i n  1967. 

More t h a n  60 per c e n t  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  

73 .  The PLO had t o  play t h e  role of  i n s t a t o r  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  i d e n t i t y ,  a 
c a t a l y s t i c  role, t h a t  succeeded i n  m o b i l i z i n g  P a l e s t i n i a n  e n e r g i e s ,  and 
r e v i v i n g  P a l e s t i n i a n  pride and s e l f - r e s p e c t .  

74. A second i m p o r t a n t  role was t h a t  of i n s t i t u t i o n - b u i l d i n g .  Such p r o c e s s  
was i m p e r a t i v e  when n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g  w a s  attempted. The PLO b u i l t  social, 
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  h e a l t h ,  a r t i s t i c ,  economic and p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  
occupied  t e r r i to r ies  and o u t s i d e  it (where P a l e s t i n i a n s  l i v e  i n  exi le)  i n  i t s  
e f fo r t  to  r e c o n s t r u c t  P a l e s t i n i a n  s o c i e t y .  As t h e  s t ruggle  f o r  
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e ,  t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
communit ies  scattered around t h e  world and under o c c u p a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  and 
m u l t i p l i e d .  

75. T h a t  made t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n - b u i l d i n g  role so i m p o r t a n t ,  as t h e  PLO became 
p r a c t i c a l l y  a p r o t o t y p e  p r o v i s i o n a l  government even b e f o r e  a S t a t e  had been 
d e c l a r e d .  The n a t u r e  of t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  h i g h  degree of e d u c a t i o n  and 
p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  had b e c o m e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  b r e e d i n g  
ground f o r  po l i t i ca l  p a r t i e s  and leaders who b e l i e v e d  i n  democracy and 
p r a c t i s e d  it. The r e s u l t  had been t h e  b u i l d i n g  of democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s  a l l  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  PM. T o  a c h i e v e  democratic r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  
d i s p e r s e d  P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  a v a r i e t y  of forms had been used ,  making PLO p o l i t i c a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  q u i t e  complex. Direct e l e c t i o n s  had been used whenever p o s s i b l e ;  
a l s o  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  s y n d i c a t e  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s .  P a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
i n  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  Counci l ,  C e n t r a l  C o u n c i l ,  E x e c y t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  and 
r e g i o n a l  committees, was v e r y  i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s i z e  of e a c h  p a r t y  
d e l e g a t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  c l o s e l y  its p o p u l a r  s i z e  and s t r e n g t h  among P a l e s t i n i a n s .  

76. The p r a c t i c e  of democracy i n  PLO i n s t i t u t i o n s  had he lped  i n v i g o r a t e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  i d e n t i t y  as  w e l l  as cope  w i t h  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  of problems and 
f u n c t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. 

77. The PLO s u p p o r t e d  and protected P a l e s t i n i a n s  wherever p o s s i b l e ,  and 
c r e a t e d  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  needs.  The p r a c t i c e  
of P a l e s t i n i a n  democracy, however, had been c o n s t r a i n e d  by t h e  q u e s t  f o r  u n i t y  
and l ed  t o  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  on unanimi ty  i n  PLO decis ion-making.  That  meant 
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t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  could  r u l e  only  by pe r suas ion ,  compromise and consensus 
bu i ld ing .  Rut t h a t  a lso meant a t  times t h e  r ise  of t h e  tyranny of t h e  minor i ty .  

78. The i n t i f a d a h  of December 1987, which cont inued to  escalate and grow, had 
serious e f f e c t s  on t h e  roles of t h e  PLO and its p o l i t i c a l  processes and 
s t ructures .  I t  had reversed  p r i o r i t i e s  of t h e  PLO, r e i n s t a t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  
of the  occupied P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i to r ies  and its needs f o r  suppor t  and 
p r o t e c t i o n .  The " I n t e r i o r "  had become t h e  i n i t i a t o r  of action and i n s p i r a t i o n ,  
even though it remained a loyal and committed organ of t h e  PLO. The i n t i f a d a h  
had helped i n s p i r e  t h e  new pragmatic ,  f l e x i b l e  poli t ical  approach r e s u l t i n g  i n  
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  peace i n i t i a t i v e .  

79. The i n t i f a d a h  had i n s p i r e d  a t enac ious  commitment t o  u n i t y  t o  such a n  
e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  fed  t h e  PLO polit ical  p rocess  from t h e  p a r a l y s i s  of unanimity t o  
t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of ma jo r i ty  democracy. The P a l e s t i n e  Na t iona l  Counci l  
meeting i n  A l g i e r s  i n  November 1988 had u t i l i z e d  t h a t  new approach to achieve  
t h e  peace p l a n  and t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e .  

80. The PLO was moving i n t o  t h e  formation of a p r o v i s i o n a l  government i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  real independence on P a l e s t i n i a n  soil. I t  had t o  make good use 
of t h e  i d e n t i t y  it i n s p i r e d ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  e n t i t y  it c r e a t e d  and t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i t  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
bu i ld ing  of t h e  S t a t e .  PLO social  i n s t i t u t i o n s  concent ra ted  on t h e  youth,  and 
on educat ion.  I n  t h e  25 y e a r s  of  its e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  PLO had helped t o  b u i l d  a 
univers i ty-educa ted  high l e v e l  manpower f o r c e  of 250,000 P a l e s t i n i a n s  wi th  a 

' v a r i e t y  of na t ion-bui ld ing  s k i l l s .  The PLO' s  armed and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  had 
g iven  t h e  PLO i ts  leg i t imacy i n  c a l l i n g  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  and 
coming close t o  achiev ing  them. 

All of t h o s e  elements were i v o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  

81. However, P a l e s t i n e  is no t  y e t  l i b e r a t e d ,  P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s  a r e  not  
exe rc i sed ,  and P a l e s t i n i a n  l i v e s  remain jeopardized.  The reason was I s r a e l i  
b r u t a l i t y  and i n t r a n s i g e n c e  supported by America's might. U n t i l  t hose  major 
o b s t a c l e s  were removed, P a l e s t i n i a n s  and t h e  PLO would need t h e  suppor t  OE a l l  
peace-loving people  and o rgan iza t ions ,  above a l l  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  United 
Nat ions and t h e  v i t a l  suppor t  of a.11 NGOs. 

Pane l  111: "The mob i l i za t ion  of Af r i can  pub l i c  op in ion  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  i n a l i e n b a l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people" 

82. The p l i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  was one t h a t  w a s  viewed wi th  profound 
sympathy by t h e  peoples  and Governments of Afr ica .  There had been suppor t  f o r  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  from t h e  ea r l i e s t  s t a g e s  of t h e  
independence of A f r i c a ' s  c o u n t r i e s  themselves,  and s p e c i q l  a t t e n t i o n  had always 
been pa id  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  

83. The Afr ican  people  were l inked  t o  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  f o r  a combination 
of h i s t o r i c a l ,  ph i lo soph ica l ,  economic, c u l t u r a l  and sen t imen ta l  reasons.  The 
two peoples  were waging a s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h e i r  r i g h t  to  
se l f -de t e rmina t ion ,  d i g n i t y  and c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  des t iny .  Having endured 
c o l o n i a l  domination for more than  300 years, Af r i cans  c o u l d  no t  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  people  was a l s o  enduring a n  unacceptable  and u n j u s t  
d e  facto s i t u a t i o n  because it was a r b i t r a r i l y  denied its most b a s i c  r i g h t ,  i t s  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e l y  exercise se l f -de te rmina t ion  and sove re ign ty  i n  i t s  
own land.  
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8 4 .  The s i m i l a r i t y  of t h e  n a t u r e ,  development  and practices of I s rae l  and t h e  
apar theid r6gime i n  S o u t h  Africa prompted them to e n t e r  i n t o  special, 
p r i v i l e g e d  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  economic, t e c h n i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  s p h e r e s .  T h e i r  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  had been expanded t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  n u c l e a r  s p h e r e ,  t h e r e b y  even 
f u r t h e r  endanger ing  peace and s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t  as  a whole and  
t h e  e n t i r e  Arab r e g i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

85. The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  member S ta tes  of OAU and t h e  S t a t e s  and 
people of t h e  Middle Eas t ,  especially t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people and i ts  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t h e  PLO, had been c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  of t h e  1967 
war. W h i l s t  OAU was b a t t l i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  p o c k e t s  of c o l o n i a l i s m  i n  S o u t h e r n  
A f r i c a ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  were s t i l l  e x p e r i e n c i n g  effects of c o l o n i a l  and 
m i l i t a r y  o p p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  l a n d  of  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r .  The 1967 c o n f l i c t  had 
paved t h e  way for t h e  f i r m  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  r e l a t i o n s  between OAU member 
States  and t h e  PLO. 

86. 
m o b i l i z i n g  and s e n s i t i z i n g  A f r i c a n  p u n b l i c  o p i n i o n  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n e .  
Assembly of Heads o f  S ta te  of OAU are t h e  basis  for a c t i o n  of t h e  A f r i c a n  
States and A f r i c a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  PLO enjoyed  o b s e r v e r  
s t a t u s  i n  OAU and t h a t  m o s t  of t h e  OAU members had immmediately recognized  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e  proclaimed by t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  Counci l  at tested t o  t h e  s t r o n g  bonds o f  so l ida r i ty  between 
t h e  t w o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

A t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  ac t iv i t ies  o f  OAU p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  role i n  

OAU policies, which are d e f i n e d  and r e g u l a r l y  updated  by t h e  

87. A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  had a c t i v e l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e f f o r t s  
u n d e r t a k e n  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  t o  b r i n g  peace to  t h e  Middle E a s t  and to  
e n s u r e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people. The 
h i s to r i ca l  and close l i n k s  of A f r i c a  w i t h  t h e  States  and peoples i n  t h e  Middle 
E a s t ,  among them t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, have p u t  it i n  a unique  p o s i t i o n  to  
a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  and c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  
accelerate t h e  p e a c e  process i n  t h e  Middle E a s t .  

88. The Seminar was informed of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Co-ord ina t ing  C o m m i t t e e  for NGOs o n  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  ( I C C P ) .  I t  also 
heard  a n  a c c o u n t  of t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  F i f t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  NGO Meet ing o n  t h e  
Q u e s t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n e  h e l d  i n  September 1988 a t  Geneva. S i n c e  1983, as  a 
r e s u l t  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on t h e  Q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  a 
c o - o r d i n a t e d  NGO movement on  P a l e s t i n e  had been d e v e l o p i n g  i n  close 
c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  Nat ions .  Its a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow i n  
s c o p e  and i n t e n s i t y .  

89. 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  whether  under  o c c u p a t i o n  or i n  r e f u g e e  camps. The g l o b a l  
p u b l i c  and Governments had t o  be informed and t h e  concerned  p u b l i c  m o b i l i z e d  
behind a programme t h a t  would p u t  a n  end to  o c c u p a t i o n  and  would s u p p o r t  a 
viable  peace p r o c e s s  based on  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n s .  I n  t h a t  r e g a r d  
it w a s  a l so  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x p l o r e  new ways of promoting c o - o p e r a t i o n  between 
A f r i c a n  NGOs and t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .  One of  t h e  examples  of  
c o n s o l i d a t i n g  A f r i c a n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  was t h e  f o r m a t i o n  i n  Egypt  of t h e  
E g y p t i a n  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  t o  Suppor t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  i n t i f a d a h ,  a committee 
of a l l  E g y p t i a n  p a r t i e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  bodies and g e n e r a l  trade unions.  The 
C o m m i t t e e  had p r o v i d e d  some material  and h u m a n i t a r i a n  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  

NGOs  had to p l a y  t h e i r  par t  i n  informing  the  publ ic , ,what  was happening to 



- 20 - 

Palestinians in the occupied territory and published an information bulletin 
on developments in the occupied territory. 

90. The media played a significant role in the formation of public opinion. 
Through the media, the public received information on events and developments 
regarding the Middle East and the plight of the Palestinian people. The way 
the information was prepared and reached the public, as well as the political 
and social environment to which the information was presented, were 
significant. 
essential to mobilize public opinion in support of bringing about a just, 
lasting and comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The Seminar was of the view that objective reporting was 

91. More publicity had to be given to the situation prevailing in the 
occupied territories. Attention had to be given to the various issues of 
different sectors of the society. Journalists had to be mobilized against the 
arrest of colleagues in Israel or the occupied territories. Intellectuals and 
artists had to be more aware of the persecution of and discrimination against 
Palestinian and Jewish intellectuals and artists for their support of the 
Palestinian cause. 

92. 
African official and public opinion should be devoted to African parliaments. 
Parliamentarians were in a position to play an effective part in that effort. 

The view was expressed that particular attention in further mobilizing 

93 .  The better understanding of the legitimate national rights of the 
Palestinian people had also been a result of the sustained, intensive efforts 
made by the United Nations. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People played a prominent role in those efforts 
through the holding of regional seminars and symposia and international 
meetings for NGOs. The Committee should continue those efforts and expand 
them taking into account the recent developments, and in particular with a 
view to promoting the convening of the International Peace Conference on the 
Middle East on the basis of General Assembly resolution 43/176 of 15 December 
1988. 

94. Among others, the following suggestions were made: 

(a) It was of vital importance to strengthen Palestinian-African 
relations. A vital forum in that respect was OAU. It was equally important to 
involve Pan-African organizations like trade unions, women, lawyers, youth and 
students, journalists, churches and other organizations; 

(b) The promotion and the development of political, economic, social 
and cultural relations existing between African and Arab peoples should take 
place within the framework of the Afro-Arab co-operation, the United Nations, 
OIC and the Movement of Non-aligned Countries; 

(c) The African solidarity movement with the struggle of the Palestinian 
people should work with African Governments and make use of the possibilities 
at their disposal: mass media and the possible help the Governments could 
render to NGOs active on the question of Palestine. It was equally important 
to reach €or political parties, trade unions, religious groups, women, youth 
and student organizations, professional bodies and others at the national 
level; 
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(3 )  The A f r i c a n  media,  po l i t i ca l  l e a d e r s  and o t h e r  g r o u p s  should  r e a c h  
o u t  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  A f r i c a n  p e o p l e  b u t  also to  world l e a d e r s ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a g e n c i e s ,  and pr iva te  lobby g r o u p s  and d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  A f r i c a  was s t r o n g l y  
behind t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  and t h a t  it was time t o  p u t  a n  end to t h e  d e n i a l  of 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s ’  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s .  

C. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

95. The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Seminar e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  r e c e n t  
developments  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Arab-Israeli c o n f l i c t  and its core, t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
P a l e s t i n e ,  have c r e a t e d  a new momentum f o r  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  
c o m p l i c a t e d  and d a n g e r o u s  conf l ic t  on  t h e  basis  of r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  and w i t h i n  i ts  framework. These developments  are mainly due  t o  t h e  
courageous  and de termined  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  t o  a t t a i n  and t o  
e x e r c i s e  i ts i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ,  primarily t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  a s  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  P a l e s t i n i a n  i n t i f a d a h  i n  t h e  
occupied  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o ry .  They have been f a c i l i t a t e d  by a conducive  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  climate c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by i n c r e a s i n g  c o - o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  
pol i t ical  w i l l  t o  s o l v e  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  i n  a p e a c e f u l  way t h r o u g h  
nego t i a t i o n s  . 
96. P a r t i c i p a n t s  welcomed t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  S e s s i o n  
of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  a t  A l g i e r s  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  
p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  a n  independent  P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e  a s  a p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
towards  a p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  The d e c i s i o n  
adopted by t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  and t h e  p o s i t i o n  o u t l i n e d  by 
M r .  Yasser A r a f a t ,  Chairman of t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee of t h e  PLO, i n  h i s  
a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  Assembly on 13 December 1988, a s  w e l l  a s  
i n  o t h e r  forums, are i m p o r t a n t  landmarks i n  t h e  endeavours  of t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community towards a c h i e v i n g  a comprehensive,  j u s t  and l a s t i n g  
s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  which have r e s u l t e d  i n  i n c r e a s e d  
s u p p o r t  by a l l  sectors o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community f o r  t h e  convening o f  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on  t h e  Middle E a s t  and have made p o s s i b l e  t h e  
i n i t i a t i o n  of a d i a l o g u e  between t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t h e  PLO. The d e c i s i o n  
of  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  Government to  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  PLO and to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a s u b s t a n t i v e  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  PLO w a s  welcomed a s  a p o s i t i v e  
development ,  and t h e  hope w a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  such  c o n t a c t s  would l e a d  to  
c o n c r e t e  developments  and t o  a comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  c o n f l i c t .  

97. The p a r t i c i p a n t s  agreed  t h a t  it was now incumbent upon t h e  Government of 
I s r a e l  t o  respond p o s i t i v e l y  t o  t h e  s t a n d  t a k e n  by t h e  PLO which h a s  been 
welcomed and p r a i s e d  by t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. 
i g n o r e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  dccupied  
P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y .  The ongoing i n t i f a d a h  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ,  which 
e n t e r e d  i ts  second y e a r  on  9 December 1988, c o n f i r m s  i n  no u n c e r t a i n  terms 
t h a t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  are de termined  to  resist ,  t o  reject and to  end I s r a e l i  
o c c u p a t i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  occupied  s i n c e  1967. The p r o c l a m a t i o n  
of t h e  independent  S t a t e  of P a l e s t i n e  by t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  S e s s i o n  
Of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  h a s  r e c e i v e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t  from an  
overwhelming m a j o r i t y  of States .  The same Sta tes  have h a i l e d  t h i s  
p r o c l a m a t i o n  a s  a c o n c r e t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  towards peace.  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  a l a r g e  
number of S t a t e s  have a l r e a d y  f o r m a l l y  recognized  t h e  S t a t e  of P a l e s t i n e  
proc la imed a t  A l g i e r s  o n  1 5  November 1988. 

1s;ael can no l o n g e r  
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98. The Seminar took note of and welcomed the resolutions on the item 
"Question of Palestine", adopted by the forty-third session of the General 
Assembly on 15 December 1988 in Geneva. In particular it noted with 
satisfaction the call for the convening of the International Peace ConEerence 
On the Middle East, under the auspices of the United Nations, with the 
participation of all parties to the conflict, including the PLO, on an equal 
footing, and the five permanent members of the Security Council, based on 
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and the legitimate 
national rights of the Palestinian people, primarily the right to 
self-determination. It expressed its full support for the principles 
contained in operative paragraph 3 of resolution 43/176 of 15 December 1988, 
as a basis for the achievement of a comprehensive peace. 
role of the Security Council in maintaining international peace and security, 
participants in the Seminar endorsed the request to the Council to consider 
measures needed to convene the International Peace Conference on the Middle 
East, including the establishment of a preparatory committee, and to consider 
guarantees for security measures to be agreed upon by the Conference for all 
States in the region as well as interim measures to safeguard the physical 
security of the inhabitants of the occupied territories pending agreement on a 
final comprehensive settlement. The participants considered that it was now 
incumbent upon Israel to accept the terms for a lasting and comprehensive 
settlement, which have been agreed by the international community as a whole, 
and which should be based on Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 
338 (1973) and the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian peoFle, 
primarily the right to self-determination. 

Cognizant of the 

99. The participants also welcomed the decision by the General Assembly that 
the designation "Palestine" should be used in the United Nations system 
instead of "Palestine Liberation Organization". The participants regarded the 
decision as a recognition of the aspirations of the Palestinian people and a 
reaffirmation of the PLO as its sole legitimate representative, and also as an 
endorsement of the courageous steps taken during the intifadah to end the 
occupation and to set up the infrastructure for an independent and sovereign 
Palestinian State. 
provided by the international community to the Palestinian people in its 
endeavours to accomplish this important objective. 

The participants urged that every assistance should be 

100. The international community is becoming more deeply convinced of the 
need to find a just, comprehensive and lasting political settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. This is evidenced by the growing support for the 
convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East. That 
support is clearly reflected in the position adopted by the Movement of 
Non-Aligned Countries, the League of Arab States, OAU, OIC, the European 
Community, the Nordic countries, as well as by the USSR,,,China and other 
socialist countries. In that regard, the Seminar noted with appreciation the 
sustained and continuing support by African States and peoples for the 
exercise by the Palestinian people of its legitimate national rights and for 
the convening of the International Peace Conference. 

101. 
bring about a solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, the situation in the 
region remains tense. It is aggravated by Israel's brutal suppression of the 
Palestinian uprising through military might, beatings, detentions, 
deportations, its policies of illegally maintaining and expanding Jewish 

The participants noted that while strenuous attempts have been made to 
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s e t t l e m e n t s  a s  w e l l  as c o n f i s c a t i n g  Arab-owned l a n d s  and d i v e r t i n g  scarce 
water r e s o u r c e s  to  i t s  own u s e  i n  t h e  occupied  P a l e s t i n i a n  and Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s .  The " i r o n - f i s t "  p o l i c y  of  I s r ae l  h a s  f u r t h e r  s t i f l e d  a l l  forms 
of p o l i t i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  social and economic e x p r e s s i o n s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people. I s r ae l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  its c o n t r o l  over most aspects of l i f e ,  
w i t h  t h e  objective of  o b s t r u c t i n g  a s e l f - s u s t a i n e d  development  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  t h e  occupied  terri tories.  Such policies are i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  t h e  Geneva Convent ions  of 1949, i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  Geneva Convent ion  o n  t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  C i v i l i a n  P e r s o n s  i n  Time 
of War (1949), and o t h e r  forms  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  and e x a c e r b a t e  t e n s i o n  i n  
t h e  area, t h u s  h i n d e r i n g  attempts t o  f i n d  a p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
o f  P a l e s t i n e .  
human r i g h t s  had n o t  succeeded  i n  e n d i n g  t h e  i n t i f a d a h  and were u n l i k e l y  t o  
achieve €or I s rae l  i t s  objectives. P e r s i s t e n c e  by Israel  i n  ac t s  of 
a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  n e i g h b o u r i n g  S t a t e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  Lebanon, endangered 
s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  reg ion .  

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  no ted  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e s e  massive v i o l a t i o n s  Of 

102 .  The Seminar appealed t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  t o  t a k e  u r g e n t  measures  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  under  o c c u p a t i o n ,  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  s a f e t y  and 
s e c u r i t y  and t h e  l e g a l  and human r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e s  i n  a l l  
t e r r i to r ies  under Israeli  o c c u p a t i o n  and to a l l ev ia t e  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g .  
Adequate a s s i s t a n c e  s h o u l d  also be p r o v i d e d  on a r e g u l a r  bas i s  t o  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e s  i n  t h e  ne ighbour ing  and o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  The U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  sys tem a s  w e l l  as i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l  and n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  and s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a s s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n s  under o c c u p a t i o n  and t o  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e f u g e e s .  I n  par t icu lar ,  
s u s t a i n e d  and i n c r e a s e d  s u p p o r t  s h o u l d  be c h a n n e l l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  Uni ted  
N a t i o n s  R e l i e f  and Works  Agency f o r  Palestine Refugees i n  t h e  Near E a s t ,  as  
w e l l  as  NGOs working d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  occupied  t e r r i to r ies .  

103. The Seminar a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  d e n i a l  of t h e  e x e r c i s e  of  t h e  legitimate 
n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people remains t h e  core of  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  
t h e  Middle E a s t  and t h a t  a comprehensive,  j u s t  and l a s t i n g  p e a c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
c a n n o t  be achieved  w i t h o u t  t h e  f u l l  e x e r c i s e  of t h o s e  r i g h t s ,  and  w i t h o u t  t h e  
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  I s rae l  from t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  o c c u p i e d  s i n c e  1967, 
i n c l u d i n g  J e r u s a l e m ,  and o t h e r  o c c u p i e d  Arab terri tories.  I t  f u r t h e r  affirmed 
t h a t  t h e  PLO is t h e  sole legit imate r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people, 
and as  such  is a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t y  to any  n e g o t i a t i o n s  aimed .at r e s o l v i n g  t h e  
c o n f l i c t  by p e a c e f u l  means. 

1 0 4 .  The  Seminar t o o k  n o t e  w i t h  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on 
t h e  E x e r c i s e  of t h e  I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People t o  s e c u r e  
u n i v e r s a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people, and of i ts  recommendations, made i n  i t s  report i r )  1976 and r e p e a t e d l y  
e n d o r s e d  by t h e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  Assembly s i n c e  t h e n ,  f o r  e n s u r i n g  t h e  
e x e r c i s e  by t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people of those r i g h t s .  
w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  s u p p o r t  a t  t h e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
programme of a c t i o n  u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  Committee. 
community to s u s t a i n  and s t r e n g t h e n  i ts  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  
and endeavours ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i ts e f f o r t s  f o r  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  convening Of 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference  on  t h e  Middle E a s t .  

The Seminar  a lso noted 

I t  urged t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

105 .  The p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  a s  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  
and r e s o l u t i o n s  of OAU w a s  one of s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  and s u p p o r t  €or t h e  s t r u g g l e  
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of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  for  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of i t s  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and t o  have a S t a t e  o f  its own. 
Many of  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  drew p a r a l l e l s  between t h e  c a u s e  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
p e o p l e  and t h e  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  p e o p l e s  of South  A f r i c a  and  Namibia. These 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  no ted  t h a t  as  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community welcomed t h e  s i g n i n g  of 
t h e  B r a z z a v i l l e  agreements  on  t h e  implementa t ion  of S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  
r e s o l u t i o n  435  (1978) r e g a r d i n g  Namibia, S o u t h  Africa c o n t i n u e d  i ts  a b h o r r e n t  
policies and  practices of a p a r t h e i d ,  which t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  condemned, and 
I s r ae l  persisted i n  i ts attempts t o  s t i f l e ,  by b r u t a l  force and o p p r e s s i v e  
policies t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  u p r i s i n g  i n  t h e  occupied  terri tories.  Both t h e  
P o l i c i e s  of Israel  and t h e  a p a r t h e i d  policies i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  endanger  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and s e c u r i t y  and were of g r a v e s t  c o n c e r n  to t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. P a r t i c i p a n t s  also e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  a t  t h e  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  between S o u t h  A f r i c a  and Israel  which t h e y  condemned. 

106. 
peoples o f  A f r i c a  have ex tended  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  and i n  o t h e r  forums to  
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  c a u s e  and for  t h e  achievement  of  a j u s t  and l a s t i n g  peace i n  
t h e  Middle E a s t .  I t  a g r e e d  t h a t  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  be c o n t i n u e d  and i n t e n s i f i e d  
t o  m o b i l i z e  o f f i c i a l  and p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  Africa t h r o u g h  t h e  use  of t h e  media 
and a c t i v i t i e s  of NGOs. P a r t i c i p a n t s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  view t h a t  t h e  co-opera t ion  
Of A f r i c a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t rade union ,  so l ida r i ty  g r o u p s ,  etc. among 
themselves  as w e l l  as between them and t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  
should  be expanded. The U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  should  u n d e r t a k e  a d d i t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  
d i s s e m i n a t e  f a c t u a l  and up to  d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  P a l e s t i n e  
and t h e  measures  r e q u i r e d  t o  be t a k e n  f o r  t h e  achievement  of a' j u s t  s e t t l e m e n t  
t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  The Committee o n  t h e  E x e r c i s e  of t h e  
I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People and t h e  D i v i s i o n  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  
R i g h t s  have a n  i m p o r t a n t  role i n  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of s u c h  informat ion .  
Moreover, t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  Department of P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  should  make 
e v e r y  e f f o r t  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  widest  possible d i s s e m i n a t i o n .  

The Seminar viewed w i t h  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h e  support OAU and Governments and 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Second African NGO Symposium on the Question of Palestine was held in 
accordance with the terms of General Assembly resolution 42/66 B of 2 December 
1987, under the auspices of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalinenable 
Rights of the Palestinian People at the Ramses Hilton Hotel in Cairo from 18 to 21 
December. This symposium was held in part together with the Twenty-first United 
Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine (Fifth African Regional Seminar) on 
the theme "The inalienable rights of the Palestinian people" (report attached). 

2. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People was represented by a delegation consisting of Mrs. Absa Claude Diallo 
(Senegal), Chairman of the Committee, head of the delegation; Mr. Alexander Borg 
Olivier (Malta), Rapporteur of the Committee; Mr. Samuel R. Insanally (Guyana); 
Mr. Tom Obaleh Kargbo (Sierra Leone) ; Mr. Agus Tarmidzi (Indonesia) ; and Mr. Zehdi 
Labib Terzi (Palestine). 

3 .  The meeting was attended by 50 non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 6 of 
them participating as observers. Also present were representatives of 51 
Governments, Palestine, 3 United Nations organs, 3 United Nations specialized 
agencies and bodies, 3 intergovernmental organizations, and 2 national liberation 
movements. 

4 .  Three panels were established for joint consideration by the Symposium and 
Seminar participants. 

5 .  Two workshops specifically related to NGO activities were established for the 
Symposium to consider the following topics: 

(a) "Mobilization and networking by African NGOs to end Israeli 
violations of Human Rights of Palestinians in the occupied territories and to 
promote international protection for Palestinians under Israeli occupation"; 

(b) "NGO activities to further mobilize African public opinion and the 
relationship between the Palestinian uprising and the struggle of the peoples 
of Namibia and South Africa" . 
6 .  The Symposium participants adopted a Declaration as well as 
action-oriented proposals emanating from the two workshops and elected an 
African Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question of Palestine. 

A. OPENING STATEMENTS 

7. A summary of the opening statements is included in the attached report of 
the Twenty-First United Nations Seminar on the Question of Palestine 
(paragraphs 4-50). 

B. PANEL DISCUSSION 

8. A summary of the presentations and the panel discussions are included in 
the attached report of the Twenty-First United Nations Seminar on the Question 
of Palestine (paragraphs 51-94). 
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C. DECLARATION ADOPTED BY THE SECOND AFRICAN REGIONAL 
NGO SYMPOSIUM ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

9. W e ,  t h e  non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  - NGOs - p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
Second U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  A f r i c a n  R e g i o n a l  Symposium o n  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e ,  
are g a t h e r e d  i n  Cairo a t  a h i s t o r i c  moment when t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  s t r u g g l e  for  
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and independence h a s  e n t e r e d  a d e c i s i v e  phase.  W e  h a i l  and 
Suppor t  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people i n  i ts  q u e s t  f o r  n a t i o n a l  
l i b e r a t i o n  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of i t s  own independent  s o v e r e i q n  n a t i o n a l  
S ta te .  

10. 
E x t r a o r d i n a r y  S e s s i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  convened from 13-15 
November 1988 a t  A l g i e r s  a s  now r e f l e c t e d  i n  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n s  43/176 and 43/177 o f  1 5  December 1988. 

We f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  peace p r o j e c t  e n u n c i a t e d  a t  t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  

11. S p e c i f i c a l l y  w e  w e l c o m e  and e x p r e s s  o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
p r o c l a m a t i o n  of t h e  State of P a l e s t i n e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  G e n e r a l  A s s e n b l Y  
r e s o l u t i o n  181 (11) . 
12. W e  c a l l  upon a l l  Governments t h a t  have n o t  recognized  t h e  new Sta te  of  
P a l e s t i n e  t o  do so and u r g e  governmental  and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  
e x t e n d  e v e r y  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  medical, 
economic and social i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  occupied  terr i tor ies ,  a n e c e s s a r y  s t e p  
for t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  State .  

13. F u r t h e r ,  w e  h a i l  t h e  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people t h r o u g h  t h e  
i n t i f a d a h ,  now over o n e  y e a r  old,  a s  t h e  p o p u l a r  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i ts  
irrepressible w i l l  to create c i r c u m s t a n c e s  f o r  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and 
independence. W e  c a l l  upon t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community to g i v e  u n f l i n c h i n g  
s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  i n t i f a d a h  and u n i t e  i n  p r e s s i n g  f o r  a n  end to i l l e g a l  I s rae l i  
o c c u p a t i o n ,  d e n i a l  of t h e  inalienable r i g h t s  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  and 
g r o s s  human r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s .  

14. W e  c a l l  f o r  t h e  prompt convening of t h e  Middle E a s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace 
c o n f e r e n c e  under  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  a u s p i c e s  i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  
spel t  o u t  under r e l e v a n t  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e s o l u t i o n  
43/176 of December 1988. 

15. W e  a r e  aware of t h e  major o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  have thwarted t h e  convening of 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference u n t i l  now and t h e  impediment t h a t  remain. 
But w e  are  u n i t e d  i n  o u r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  overcome any barriers t o  t h e  p e a c e  
process and t h e  convening of t h e  Conference.  W e  u n d e r t a k e  to  arouse 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  for t h e  h o l d i n g  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace 
Conference u n t i l  it is convened. 

16. W e  reaffirm t h a t  p e a c e  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  is u n a c h i e v a b l e  w i t h o u t  a j u s t  
s o l u t i o n  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  problem and r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  peace e f for t s  i n  t h e  
Middle E a s t  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  new t h r u s t  of P a l e s t i n i a n  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
r e f l e c t i n g  a r e a l i s t i c  and genuine  des i re  for p r i n c i p l e d  peace  f a c i l i t a t e  and 
form p a r t  of a broader i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace i n i t i a t i v e .  W e  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
independence and p e a c e  for P a l e s t i n e  would c o n t r i b u t e  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  global 
peace.  
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17. W e  condemn t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  West Bank and Gaza S t r i p  and i ts  
e s c a l a t i o n s .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  v i g i l a n c e  i n  m o n i t o r i n g  human r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  
p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  P a l e s t i n i a n s  is r e q u i r e d  now more t h a n  e v e r .  

18. We t h e r e f o r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  view o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e g i t i m a c y  g a i n e d  
by t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n  of a P a l e s t i n i a n  S ta te  to  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  on  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  homeland, c a l l  f o r  t h e  immediate implementa t ion  
of U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  43/176 c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p l a c i n g  of 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  occupied  by Israel  s i n c e  1967 under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  
of t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  for a l i m i t e d  period, a s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  pa r t  of t h e  peace 
p r o c e s s .  Such a n  i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r e s e n c e  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
p r o t e c t i o n  of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  of t h e  West Bank and Gaza S t r ip .  
Uni ted  N a t i o n s  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community are called upon t o  bear f u l l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and s a f e t y  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people under  
occupa t ion .  

The 

18. Ye r e a f f i r m  t h a t  I s r ae l i  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  occupied  terr i tor ies  are 
i l l e g a l  and reassert t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c a l l  f o r  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  and e v a c u a t i o n  
Of those s e t t l e m e n t s  o n  t h e  W e s t  Bank and Gaza S t r i p  as  proc la imed i n  U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  G e n e r a l  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  43/176. W e  ca l l  upon the  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  
Governments and NGOs t o  t a k e  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  I s r a e l i  r u l e r s  
from e s t a b l i s h i n g  new s e t t l e m e n t s .  W e  also r e a f f i r m  o u r  p l e d g e  t o  f u r t h e r  o u r  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  homeland i n  
accordance  w i t h  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n  1 9 4  of 1948. 

20. We f u r t h e r  r e a f f i r m  t h e  s t r o n g  c o n n e c t i o n  between t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  and peace w i t h  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  and t h a t  i n  
S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  W e  e x p r e s s  o u r  t o t a l  and u n f l i n c h i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  for t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  r i g h t s  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  independence 
and other human r i g h t s  i n  Namibia and S o u t h  Afr ica ,  which must be en joyed  on  
t h e  basis  of  e q u a l i t y  and non-d iscr imina t ion .  W e  c a l l  upon a l l  S t a t e s  and t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communiry t o  stop a i d i n g  Israel  and a p a r t h e i d  South  Africa, and 
u r g e  A f r i c a n  S t a t e s  to  c o n t i n u e  t h e  s e v e r a n c e  o f  a l l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  and t h e  
i s o l a t i o n  o f  b o t h  r6gimes u n t i l  t h e  p e o p l e  r e a l i z e  its i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s .  

21. W e  r e a f f i r m  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of s t r e n g h t e n i n g  Afro-Arab c o - o p e r a t i o n  a s  a n  
i n d i s p e n s a b l e  medium of promoting t h e  development  of t h e  t w o  ( A f r i c a n  and 
Arab) people a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  dominat ion  and rac ia l  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  S o u t h e r n  Afr ica  and i n  I s rae l i  occupied  P a l e s t i n e .  

22.  A s  NGOs,  w e  r e s o l v e  to  e x e r t  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  oppose t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  
between I s r ae l  and a p a r t h e i d  South  Afr ica .  W e  condemn t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  n u c l e a r  
bu i ld-up  which is a serious t h r e a t  t o  r e g i o n a l  and i n t e r ? a t i o n a l  peace  and 
s e c u r i t y .  

23.  We e x p r e s s  o u r  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  d e m o c r a t i c  and peace- loving  f o r c e s  i n  
I s r a e l ,  which s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  I s rae l i  o c c u p a t i o n i s t ,  e x p a n s i o n i s t  and 
m i l i t a r i s t  policies and a c t i o n s ,  and which s u p p o r t  t h e  i n t i f a d a h ,  t h e  
proclaimed independent  P a l e s t i n i a n  State o n  P a l e s t i n i a n  l a n d  and t h e  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e .  W e  s t r o n g l y  condemn t h e  u n j u s t  
I s r a e l i  l a w  which p r o h i b i t s  c o n t a c t s  between t h e  people of  Israel  and t h e  PLO 
and demand i t s  t o t a l  and immediate a b r o g a t i o n .  
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2 4 .  We append the Workshop Reports and urge African WGOs to work in a 
co-ordinated way to imlement the recommendations. We note the comments of 
the International Co-ordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question OF 
Palestine (ICCP) and its expression of assistance in the development of our 
work. 

25. 
co-ordinating committee. Its membership is also appended to this report. W e .  
ask that this report be disseminated as widely as possible throughout Africa 
and through the NGO international network as well as to the media. We request 
the United Nations to provide the financial means for one meeting of the 
African Co-ordinating Committee per year, in conjunction with the 
International NGO Meeting on the Question of Palestine. 

We have further decided to organize our work through an African 

26. We thank the United Nations Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People, the Division for Palestinian Rights, the 
Department of Conference Services and our gracious Egyptian hosts for their 
efforts to ensure the success of the African NGO Symposium. 

D. AFRICAN CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE 
E'OR NGOS ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 

Membershir, of the Committee 

1. Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organization (AAPSO) 

2. African Society (Egypt) 

3 .  Arab Lawyers' Union, Cairo (Egypt) 

4.  The Association of Solidarity and Friendship among the People 
(Algiers, Algeria) 

5 .  Egyptian United Nations Association, Cairo (Egypt) 

6 .  Mauritius Palestine Friendship Society (Mauritius) 

7. Organization of All African Trade Unions Unity, Accra (Ghana) 

8. Palestine Committee for N G O s ,  Tunis (Tunisia) 
* 

9. Pan African Women's Association, Luanda (Angola) 

10. Sudanese Women Union, Khartum (Sudan) 

11. Union of Journalists of Sierra Leone 

12. Zimbabwe Palestinian Friendship 
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E. WORKSHOP REPORTS 

WORKSHOP I: On the mobilization and-programme of work 
of African NGOs to put an end to Israel's 
violation of the human rights of Palestinians 
in the occupied Arab territories and to 
emphasize international protection for 
Palestinians under Israeli occupation 

Chairman: Mr. Jonathan Kuttab (Palestinian) 
Rapporteur: Mr. Mohamed A. El Saket (Egypt) 

At the beginning of the meeting, mention was made of some aspects of 
inadequacy of the work of African N G O s  owing to: 

1. Their lack of previous practice and experience in the field of the 
defence of national causes in the international arena, especially with regard 
to the question of Palestine; 

2. Lack of the means and ability to influence the decision-making of 
national Governments on the question of Palestine, in contrast to the 
situation in Europe and North America, where NGOs play an important role in 
influencing public opinion and, hence, the governmental bodies concerned; 

3 .  The scant financial resources available to these organizations for 
operating purposes: 
this field; 

this is the predicament also of national Governments in 

4 .  African NGOs are always regarded as being a part of the governmental 
machinery, not as autonomous. 

Those members who expressed their view agreed regarding the need to 
strengthen the role of African NGOs, because these organizations are supposed 
to have freedom of movement, removed from the constraints of official 
businessp and because they are supposed to have the creative human element, 
since they are not linked to Governments and their rCgimes, so that they 
should be distanced from the unproductive bureaucratic modus operandi in such 
areas as the defence of the rights of the Palestinian people and the halting 
of the Israeli violations. 

Some examples were cited of the work being done in this area by some 
African N G O s ,  such as the Egyptian United Nations Associ?tion, whose Governing 
Board is chaired by the Egyptian Minister for Youth and Sports and which 
consequently plays a major role in enlightening a broad sector of Egyptian 
public opinion regarding the dimensions of the question of Palestine. 
Moreover, one of the members of the Association's Governing Board is Honorary 
Chairman of United Nations Associations in various parts of the world. Also 
cited were the Federation of Arab Jurists, which issues an annual publication 
addressing international public opinion concerning the dimensions of the 
Palestinian problem, and the Institute for Arab Research and Studies, which 
has a special graduate department on the question of Palestine. The 
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I n s t i t u t e  a lso encourages s t u d e n t s  t o  p repa re  Master's and d o c t o r a l  
d i s s e r t a t i o n s  on t h e  dimensions of t h e  Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  r i g h t s  of 
t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  and ways to  h a l t  Arab v i o l a t i o n s .  
agreements of co-operat ion with similar i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  d e a l  wi th  t h e  Middle 
E a s t  problem i n  some Afr ican  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l s .  
need, a s  urged by members, f o r  t h e  d i s semina t ion  of  a c c u r a t e  information on 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e ,  f r e e  from s logans  and p o l i t i c a l  b ias .  

It  a l so  p repa res  

A l l  t h i s  meets t h e  

There was also a consensus among members regard ing  t h e  need f o r  a t t e n t i o n  
to economic q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  t h e  most 
important  being: 

1. The n e c e s s i t y  of g iv ing  P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  occupied Arab te r r i to r ies  
an  oppor tun i ty  f o r  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  wi th  economic i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  
world; t hey  should no t  be under t u t e l a g e  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  such matters, a s  is 
t h e  case wi th  regard t o  I s r ae l ' s  agreements w i th  t h e  European Common Market; 

2. The need to  l a y  t h e  foundat ions  f o r  t h e  economic, soc ia l  and c u l t u r a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  m u s t  be fu rn i shed  t o  t h e  new P a l e s t i n i a n  State ,  r a t h e r  than  
wai t ing  u n t i l  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government assumes t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  new P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e ;  

3. That t h e  United Nat ions  should t ake  over  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of t h e  new 
P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e  so t h a t  I s rae l  not  be g iven  any oppor tun i ty  f o r  f r e s h  
manoeuvres; 

4. Cont inua t ion  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  economic and p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  on 
I s rae l  u n t i l  it complies wi th  t h e  l a tes t  r e s o l u t i o n s  on t h e  ques t ion  of 
P a l e s t i n e  adopted by t h e  United Nat ions  General  Assembly i n  December 1988; 

5.  
t h e  crimes being committed by t h e  Israel i  a u t h o r i t i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
people;  

The convening of a t r i b u n a l  of t h e  Afr ican  N G O s  to  conduct a t r i a l  Of 

6 .  The cont inued  convening of symposia and seminars  on t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people  and Israel 's  cont inuing  v i o l a t i o n s  t h e r e o f .  

Many members expressed apprehension t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  s h i f t  i n  t h e  United 
S ta te  p o s i t i o n  and t h e  commencement of t h e  d i a logue  wi th  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  
L i b e r a t i o n  Organiza t ion  (PLO) might be a manoeuvre to  g a i n  time f o r  t h e  
I s r a e l i  s i d e .  I t  was t h e r e f o r e  necessary t o  con t inue  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  p u t  an  
end to  t h i s  I s r a e l i  obduracy by t h e  v a r i o u s  means a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  XGOs and 
through t h e  va r ious  a c t i v i t i e s  open t o  them and to  ensu re  cont inuous follow-up 
of the  implementation of t h e  recommendations agreed on at; t h e  Symposium, i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  a t  j o i n t  meet ings of Afr ican  and Arab NGOs. 

Mention w a s  made of t h e  role being played by Arab-African women, through 
many of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to  which they  belong, i n  t h e  f i e l d  of propaganda for  
t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people.  There w a s  a consensus of op in ion  among 
members t h a t  t h a t  role was e s s e n t i a l  and must be cont inued.  

Members a lso urged t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of s e t t i n g  u p  embassies of P a l e s t i n e  i n  
a l l  Afr ican  S t a t e s  as  soon as  possible and t h e  need f o r  AErican NGOs  t o  p l ay  
t h e i r  role i n  en l igh ten ing  Afr ican  p u b l i c  op in ion  everywhere through 

\ 
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i n f o r m a t i o n  campaigns,  by direct  and i n d i r e c t  c o n t a c t s ,  i n  order t h a t  t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people might  a t t a i n  a l l  i ts r i g h t s  as soon as possible; i n  o r d e r  
t o  set up obstacles i n  I s r ae l ' s  way so t h a t  it would desis t  from its 
a c t i v i t i e s ;  and i n  order t h a t  e f f o r t s  m i g h t  be d i r e c t e d  n o t  o n l y  towards 
g i v i n g  a c c o u n t s  of I s r a e l i  v i o l a t i o n s  b u t  towards h a l t i n g  t h o s e  v i o l a t i o n s  
once  and f o r  a l l .  T h a t  would u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  h e l p  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people to 
a t t a i n  i ts l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  previous d e t a i l e d  
recommmendations p u t  forward by t h e  Committee o n  t h e  E x e r c i s e  of t h e  
I n a l i e n a b l e  R i g h t s  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People t o  t h a t  end and i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 
all t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  and its s p e c i a l i z e d  a g e n c i e s  o n  t h e  
q u e s t  i o n  of P a l e s t i n e .  

WORKSHOP 11: On t h e  NGO a c t i v i t i e s  t o  f u r t h e r  
m o b i l i z e  A f r i c a n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  and 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
u p r i s i n g  and t h e  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  people 
of Namibia and S o u t h  Afr ica"*  

Chairman: Mr. Ibo Mandaza (Zimbabwe) 
Rapporteur:  Mrs A d i l f  Zeibay Abdel Rahman (Sudan) 

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  of t h e  workshop r e q u e s t  t h a t  A f r i c a n  NGOs: 

1. Mainta in  c o n t a c t  w i t h  ICCP; 

2.  U t i l i z e  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  and t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  of t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
D i v i s i o n  for P a l e s t i n i a n  R i g h t s  i n  N e w  Y o r k ;  

3 .  U s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d a y s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  agenda such  a s  November 29, 
December 9 and  March 30 f o r  p o p u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  communities;  

4 .  Urge Governments t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  U n i t e d  States Government to  c o n t i n u e  
d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  PLO; 

5. Form a n  A f r i c a n  NGOs c o - o r d i n a t i n g  committee; 

6 .  Form a n  "Act ion Ale r t "  network i n  A f r i c a  to  respond q u i c k l y  t o  
P a l e s t i n i a n  emergencies;  

7. U s e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n s  as g u i d e l i n e s  f o y  a c t i o n  towards t h e  
convening of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e s o l u t i o n s  
38/58 and 43/176; 

*At t h e  meet ing h e l d  o n  2 1  December 1988 f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  
D e c l a r a t i o n  and t h e  workshop reports, it was decided t h a t  t h e  present workshop 
report p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  meet ing under t h i s  format  would be adopted a s  such. 
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8. The p a r t i c i p a n t s  a lso r e q u e s t  t h a t  I s rae l  withdraw its f o r c e s  from 
P a l e s t i n i a n  l a n d  and r e p l a c e  them by Uni ted  N a t i o n s  f o r c e s  v i t h  t h e  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  PLO; 

9. 
a c t i v i t i e s  ; 

Cont inue  t h e  Arab and A f r i c a n  b o y c o t t  of Israeli  goods and 

10. Promote t h e  implementa t ion  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  
r e s o l u t i o n s  adopted i n  A l g e r i a ;  

11. Form a legal  and pol i t ical  committee w i t h  t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  of 
A f r i c a n  NGOs t o  g i v e  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  S t a t e  i ts f o r m a l i t y ;  

1 2 .  I n i t i a t e  a campaign for t h e  release of P a l e s t i n i a n  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  
occupied  t e r r i t o r i e s  and adopt lists o f  well-known names of prisoners; 

13. I n c r e a s e  e f f o r t s  t o  provide t r e a t m e n t  f o r  t h e  war handicapped;  

14. Adopt o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  social and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  
P a l e s t i n i a n  f a m i l i e s  under  o c c u p a t i o n ;  

15. 
suppo r t ; 

Send NGO g r o u p s  t o  t h e  occupied  terr i tor ies  for m o n i t o r i n g  and 

16. E s t a b l i s h  a p e a c e  voyage t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e ;  

17. D e s i g n a t e  A f r i c a n  Week w i t h  e x h i b i t i o n s  c o n t a i n i n g  p i c t u r e s ,  v i d e o  
f i l m s  and posters a b o u t  t h e  crimes committed i n  t h e  occupied  t e r r i to r ies ;  

18. P r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  growing m i s c a r r i a g e s  among t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  women i n  t h e  occupied  t e r r i t o r i e s  c a u s e d  by p o i s o n o u s  g a s  f i r e d  by 
I s r ae 1 i troops ; 

19. I n i t i a t e  a campaign of mass media communication w i t h  t h e  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  of  a r t i s t s ,  m u s i c i a n s  and sports groups ,  so a s  to  make  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of P a l e s t i n e  well-known t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  world.  
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Annex I 

MESSAGE FROM THE PARTICIPANTS I N  THE SEMINAR AND TAE NGO SYMPOSIUM 
TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 

PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 

W e ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Af r i can  Regional  Seminar and NGO Symposium on 
t h e  Ques t ion  of P a l e s t i n e ,  being he ld  from 18  to  22  December 1988, i n  Cairo, 
Arab Republic of Egypt,  wish t o  express  our deepes t  g r a t i t u t d e  f o r  your 
g r a c i o u s  message of suppor t  conveyed t o  t h e  Seminar and NGO Symposium by 
M r .  Jamal Sourani ,  Member of t h e  Execut ive C o m m i t t e e  of t h e  PLO. W e  t a k e  t h i s  
oppor tun i ty  to  applaud t h e  PLO, t h e  sole l e g i t i m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  people ,  and endorse  your e x t r a o r d i n a r y  e f f o r t s  t o  open a 
s u b s t a n t i v e  d i a l o g u e  f o r  peace i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  and to in t roduce  a new way 
of th ink ing  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e .  

W e  r e a f f i r m  our s o l i d  suppor t  f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  
t o  exercise its l e g i t i m a t e  and i n a l i e n a b l e  n a t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  a s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  
demonstrated over  t h e  p a s t  year  i n  t h e  i n t i f a d a h  i n  t h e  occupied P a l e s t i n i a n  
t e r r i t o r y .  W e  s a l u t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  P a l e s t i n i a n  peace i n i t i a t i v e  launched by 
t h e  Nine teenth  Ex t rao rd ina ry  Sess ion  of t h e  P a l e s t i n e  N a t i o n a l  Counci l  he ld  a t  
A l g i e r s  from 1 2  to 15 November 1988, and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  proclamation of t h e  
S t a t e  of P a l e s t i n e ,  as a bold and s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  towards t h e  
achievement of peace i n  t h e  Middle Eas t .  

We s i n c e r e l y  hope t h a t  t h e  resul ts  of t h e  Seminar and t h e  NGO Symposium 
w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  t h e  achievement of  a j u s t ,  l a s t i n g  and 
comprehensive s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  Arab-Is rae l i  c o n f l i c t  of which t h e  ques t ion  of 
P a l e s t i n e  i s  t h e  core. W e  r e a f f i r m  our uncond i t iona l  commitment to  Support 
t h e  people  of P a l e s t i n e  u n t i l  t h e  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  an  independent and 
sovere ign  P a l e s t i n i a n  S ta t e  is achieved. 

W e  regard  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e su l t s  achieved a t  t h e  Geneva s e s s i o n  of t h e  
General  Assembly and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  adopt ion  of General  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  
43/176 of 1 5  December 1988 as an  important  s t e p  towards convening of t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Peace Conference on t h e  Middle E a s t  and expres s  our genuine 
suppor t  for t h e  Secretary-General  of t h e  United Nat ions  i n  h i s  endeavours f o r  
t h e  e a r l y  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  a s  demanded by t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
community. # 
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Annex I1 

MOTION OF THANKS 

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Afr ican  Regional  Seminar and NGO Symposium On 
t h e  Ques t ion  of  P a l e s t i n e  being he ld  from 1 8  t o  2 2  December 1988 i n  Cairo, 
Arab Republ ic  of Egyp t ,  exp res s  t h e i r  profound thanks  t o  t h e  Government and 
people of t h e  Arab Republ ic  of Egypt f o r  generous ly  provid ing  a venue f o r  t h i s  
Seminar and f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  arrangements  made which g r e a t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  to 
t h e  Seminar ' s  success. 
g r a t i t u d e  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  H.E. Dr. Ahmed Esmat A b d e l  Meguid, Deputy Prime 
M i n i s t e r  and M i n i s t e r  f o r  Fore ign  A f f a i r s  of t h e  Arab R e p u b l i c  of Egypt f o r  
h i s  s t a t emen t  o f  warm suppor t  f o r  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  cause and ou r  Seminar and 
NGO Symposium. The p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i s h  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  also t o  
H.E. Mr. Aziz Seif  El-Nasr, A s s i s t a n t  M i n i s t e r  f o r  Fore ign  A f f a i r s  and to 
H.E. Mr. A m r e  Moussa, Director, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Organ iza t ions  Department, 
Min i s t ry  f o r  Fore ign  A f f a i r s ,  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  Seminar and t h e  
NGO Symposium. The p a r t i c i p a n t s  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to convey t h e i r  s i n c e r e  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  Government and people of t h e  Arab Republ ic  of Egypt,  one 
of t h e  founding f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  Movement o f  Non-Aligned Coun t r i e s ,  f o r  t h e i r  
c o n s i s t e n t  suppor t  f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  by t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  people  of  i ts  
i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  and f o r  t h e  a c t i v e  role they  have p layed  i n  advancing t h e  
cause  of peace and just ice  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  on t h e  basis of t h e  C h a r t e r  and 
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  of t h e  United Nat ions.  

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  wish a lso t o  convey t h e i r  s i n c e r e  
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Annex I11 

P a n e l i s t s  

M r .  Farouk ABU EISSA (Sudan) 
Mr. Donald BET2 (Uni ted  S t a t e s )  
M r .  L o t f y  EL-KHOLY (Egypt) 
M r .  Mohamed El-SAYED GALLAB (Egypt)  
M r .  R a f a e l  ESTRELLA (Spain)  
Mr . G i p u  FELIX-GEORGE ( S i e r r a  Leone) 
Mr. Y. V. GLUKHOV (Union of S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  Republics) 
Y r .  C o r e n t i n  HERVO-AKENDENGUE (Gabon) 
Mr. Gora IBRAHIM (South  A f r i c a )  
Mr. Latyr  KAMARA (Senegal )  
Mr. A 1  Mamoun KEITA (Mali) 
Mr. G a b r a l l a h  KHAMSIN (Sudan) 
M r .  A s s i h  KOSSI (Togo) 
Mr . J o n a t h a n  KUTTAB ( P a l e s t i n i a n )  
M r .  S a l a h  LADGHAM ( T u n i s i a )  
Iyr- Ibbo MANDAZA (Zimbabwe) 
M r .  Dikhigang MASEMOLA (South  A f r i c a )  
Mrs. Ruth NEW (Angola) 
Mr. Gesaya NYAMA (Namibia) 
M r  . Ahmed OSMAN (Egypt)  
Mr. Abdel Moneim SAID (Egypt)  
Mr. N a b i l  SHA'ATH ( P a l e s t i n i a n )  
Mr. S. Amos WAKO (Kenya) 

Committee on t h e  Exercise of t h e  Inal ienable  R i g h t s  
of  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  People  

H.E. M r s .  Absa Claude  DIALLO 

H.E. Mr. Alexander  BORG OLIVIER 

H.E. M r .  Samuel R. INSANALLY 

H.E. Mr. Tom Obaleh KARGBO 

H.E. Mr. Agus TARMIDZI 

Mr. Zehdi L. TERZI 

Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of S e n e g a l  to 
t h e  U n i t e d  Nations,  Chairman of t h e  
Committee, Head o f  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  

Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of Malta to  
t h e  Uni ted  N a t i o n s ,  Rapporteur o f  t h e  
Committee 

Permanent R e p r e s e h t a t i v e  of Guyana to 
t h e  United Na t ions  

Permanent Representative of S i e r r a  Leone 
t o  t h e  Uni ted  Nat ions 

Deputy Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
I n d o n e s i a  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  

Permanent Observer of P a l e s t i n e  t o  t h e  
U n i t e d  Nat ions  
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Representative of t h e  Secre ta ry-Genera l  

Mr. Naseem MIRZA, Chief ,  D i v i s i o n  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  R igh t s  

Member S t a t e s  

A l g e r i a  

Angola 

Argent ina 

Aus t r a l i a  

A u s t r i a  

Bahrain 

Bangladesh 

B r a z i l  

Brunei  Darussalam 

Bu lga r i a  , 

H. E. M r .  Djane t  E l  Mokrani 
Ambassador t o  Egypt  

Mr. Lorenzo da  S i l v a  Fernandes 
F i r s t S e c r e t  a r y  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Ms. Ana Maria' D e l  V a l l e  
A s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  Ambassador 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. John F. Godfrey 
Counse 1 lor 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

H. E. D r .  H e l m o  Re l lne r  
Ambassador to  Egypt 

D r .  Ferdinand Maul taschl  
Min i s t e r  C o u n s e l l o r  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

H. E. Mr. Mohamed Hamad El-Mahmid 
Ambassador t o  Egypt 

H. E. Mr. Mohammed Siddiquer  Rahman 
Ambassador t o  Egypt 

Mr. Sarwar Hossain Molla 
Counse l lor  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Mauricio C. Magnavita 
Min i s t e r  Counse l lor  
Embassy i n  Egypt 

H. E. M r .  Dato H.M.K.B.H. Daud 
Ambassdaor t o  Egypt 

I 

Mr. Lashev R a k o v s k i  
Third S e c r e t a r y  
Embassy i n  Cairo 



- 39 - 

Cameroon 

Canada 

Chile 

Central African Republic 

China 

Cuba 

Ecuador 

Mr. Celestin Onana Ayissi 
Charg6 d'Affaires 
Embassy in Cairo 

Mr. James Gould 
Embassy in Cairo 

Mr. Rodolfo Russing 
Counsellor 
Embassy in Cairo 

Mr. Gabriel Griss-Bembe 
First Counsellor 
Embassy in Cairo 

Mr. Li Liugen 
Coun se 1 lor 
Embassy in Cairo 

Mr. Pelayo Ruenes 
Embassy in Cairo 

Mr. Eugenio Vazques 
Charg6 d'Affaires 
Embassy in Cairo 

H. E. Mr. Amre MoUSSa 
Ambassador Head 
International Organizations Department 

H. E. Mr. Mahmoud Gomaa 
Ambassador Head 
Pale st ine Department 

H. E. Mr. Ahmed Gomaa 
Ambassador 
International Organizations Department 

Mr. Mohamed Ghoneim 
Counsellor 
Palestine Department 

Ms. Doria Attia 
Second Secretary ' 
Conference Department 

Mr. Tarek Adel 
Attach6 
International Organizations Department 

\ 
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German Democratic Republic 

Ghana 

Guatemala 

Hungary 

India 

I ndone s i a 

Iraq 

Mr. Hans-Joerg Graff 
Counsellor 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Wolfgang Grieger 
Second Secretary 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

M r .  Frank Remus 
Third Secretary 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

H. E. D r .  W.C. YOW Anoff 
Ambassador t o  Egypt 

M r .  Patrick R.D. Hayford 
Minister Counsellor 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Thomas K. Quartey 
Counsel lor 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mrs. Josefina de Leon 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

M s .  Randa H u s s e i n  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

H. E. D r .  E r n 0  Simonyi 
Ambassador t o  Egypt 

Mr. Laszlo Vaczi 
F i r s t  Sec re  t a  ry  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Inder V. Chopra 
Minister 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Anwar Yassin 
Coun se 1 lor 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Zakaria Ansha? 
Third Secretary 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Tala1 Nadim Al-Pachachi 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Hassan Aladhmi 
Embassy i n  Cairo 
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I r e l and  

Jordan 

Mali 

Maur i t ius  

Mongo 1 i a  

Niger ia  

Panama 

Poland 

H. E. Mr. Eamon 0. T u a t h a i l  
Ambassador to  Egypt 

M r .  James Joseph C a r r o l l  
F i r s t  Scere ta ry  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Khalid Ahmed A 1  Adwan 
Counsellor 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Atef Hlasa 
Embassy i n  Cai ro  

M r .  A 1  Mamoun R e i t a  
Counsellor 
Minis t ry  of Foreing A f f a i r s  

Mr. Ba Bassirou 
F i r s t Sec re t a ry  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

H. E. M r .  Mahmoud Adah T a l l y  
Ambassador t o  Egypt 

Mr. Rashad Daugeawo 
Embassy in  Cairo 

M r .  Kadyryn Sa i r aan  
Third Sec re t a ry  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

M r .  Dolapo Osunmakinde 
Second Secre ta ry  
Embassy in  Cai ro  

M r .  Saad Baba 
Third Secre ta ry  
Permanent Mission, New YOrk 

H. E. Mr. P h i l l i p  Fe iqenb la t t  R o j a s  
Ambassador t o  Egypt 

M r .  Andrzej B i e r a '  
F i r s t  Secre ta ry  
Embassy i n  Cairo 
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Qatar 

Romania 

Rwanda 

Saudi  Arabia 

Singapore 

Spain 

T ha i l a  nd 

Togo 

Tuni s i a  

Ukrainian S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  Republic 

M r .  Khaled M. Nassir Fakhroo 
F i r s t Secret a r y  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

M r .  Tewfik E l  Mobayied 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Abdel Aziz E l  Seba ie  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. C o n s t a n t i n  P reo te s sa  
Counsel lor  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Gheorghe B i l t u  
F i r s t Sec reta rY 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Sever C o t u  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

H. E. M r .  C e l e s t i n  Kabanda 
Ambassador t o  Egypt 

M r .  Eid M. Al-Thaqafi 
Third S e c r e t a r y  
Fore ign  M i n i s t r y  

M r .  The0 Kah Beng 
F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mrs. Almudena Mazar rasa 
Counsel lor  
Foreign Min i s t ry  

M s .  Pa tchara  Lamubol  
Second S e c r e t a r y  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Kof f i  Ouyi Woake 
Second S e c r e t a r y  
Embassy i n  T r i p o l i  

Mr. Habib Bentekaya 
F i r s t  Sec re t a  r y  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Pave1 F. Kirpenko 
Foreign Min i s t ry  



- 4 3  - 

Union of S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  Republ ics  H. E. Y r s .  Rosa Otunbaeva 
M i n i s t e r  for Fore ign  A f f a i r s  
K i r g i z  SSR 

M r .  N i k o l a i  Tikhomirov 
M i n i s t e r  Counsel lor  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

M r .  N i k o l a i  E l i s t r e t o v  
Second S e c r e t a r y  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

M r .  Ovannes Aroutunian 
Th i rd  S e c r e t a r y  
Fore ign  M i n i s t r y  

Venezuela 

Yemen 

2 imbabwe 

M r .  Miguel Raid i  R a i d i  
Mini st er Counse 1 lor 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Hamoud Mohamed Alshami 
Counse l lor  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

H. E. M r .  Mose Jackson Myenqe 
Ambassador to  E g y p t  

M r .  Max MukoVa 
M i n i s t e r  Counse l lor  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

Mr. Dominic Buhera 
Embassy i n  Cairo 

4 
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Republic  of Korea 

Swi tzer land  

Non-member S t a t e s  r ep resen ted  by o b s e r v e r s  

H.E. M r .  Kee Bock Shin  
Amba s sad or 
Consul  General ,  Cairo 

M r .  Joo Seok K i m  
F i r s t Secret a r y  
Permanent Mission, N e w  Y o r k  

M K .  Chan Woo K i m  
UN Div i s ion  
M i n i s t r y  o f  Fore ign  A f f a i r s  

Mr. Timotheus Guldimann 
Second S e c e r e t a r y  
Embassy i n  Cairo 

United Na t ions  o rgans  

Special Committee on t h e  S i t u a t i o n  wi th  regard t o  t h e  
Implementation of t h e  Dec la ra t ion  on  t h e  Grant ing of  
Independence to  Co lon ia l  Coun t r i e s  and Peoples 

H.E. Mr. Tesfaye  Tadesse ( E t h i o p i a ) ,  Chairman of  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

Spec i a l  Committee aga in  st Apart  he i d  

H.E. Mr. Agus Tarmidzi ( Indones ia )  

United Nat ions  Counci l  f o r  Namibia 

Mr. S h e r i f  Y e h i a  Refaa t  (Egypt) 

United Nat ions  s p e c i a l i z e d  agenc ie s ,  bodies and programmes 

I LO 

UNEP 

WHO 

Mr. Osman Mohamed Ahmed, Director 
ILO O f f i c e  Cairo 

M r .  Yehia El-Shaarany, Deputy Director 
ILO Off ice Cairo 

Mr. S a l i h  Osman ' 
Director and Regional  Represen ta t ive  
UNEP Regional  O f f i c e  f o r  W e s t  A s i a  

Mr. Ashour O m a r  Gebreel 
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In te rgovernmenta l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  having r ece ived  
a s t and ing  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  par t ic ipate  i n  t h e  

s e s s i o n s  and t h e  w o r k  of t h e  General  Assembly a s  o b s e r v e r s  

League of Arab S ta tes  D r .  Muhammad El -Far ra  
Under Secre ta ry-Genera l  

Mr. Yousef Fayoumi 

European Economic Community Mrs. F ranc ine  Henrich 
Chief of  De lega t ion  i n  Cairo 

O t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  having rece ived  a s t and ing  
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t he  s e s s i o n s  and t h e  

w o r k  of  t h e  Genera l  Assembly a s  o b s e r v e r s  

P a l e s t i n e  

South  West Afr ican  People's 
Organ iza t ion  

H. E. Mr. Jamal Sourani  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Execut ive  Committee 
of t h e  PLO 

M r .  Zuhdi Al-Qudrah 
PLO Off ice i n  Cairo 

D r .  Barakal  Al-Far r ah  
P r e s i d e n t  
Union of P a l e s t i n i a n  Engineers  

M r .  Osama A l i  Sharab  
PLO O f f i c e  i n  Cairo 

M r .  Awe1 I l a h  Al-KarZOUn 
Union of  P a l e s t i n i a n  J u r i s t s  

Mr. Gesaya Nyama . 

M r .  Kahima Embubulu 
SWAPO O f f i c e  i n  Cairo 

N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  Movements recognized by 
t h e  Organ iza t ion  of Af r i can  Uni ty  

A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  Counci l  of 
s o u t h  Afr ica  

Pan-Afr icanis t  Congress  of 
Azania 

Yr. Dikhigang Masemola 
t 

Mr. Gora Ibrahim 
S e c r e t a r y  for Fore ign  A f f a i r s  

\ 
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Non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

Af r i can  Assoc ia t ion  of  P o l i t i c a l  
Science 

Af r i can  Farmers Union 

Afr ican  Soc ie ty ,  Egypt 

Af ro-Asian Peoples '  S o l i d a r i t y  
Org a n i  z a t ion  

Afro-Asian Peoples '  S o l i d a r i t y  
Organiza t ion  of Madagascar 

Alger ian  Council  f o r  F r i endsh ip  
and S o l i d a r i t y  among Peoples  

Arab Assoc ia t ion  f o r  I n t e g r a t i o n  
of C u l t u r e  

Arab Lawyers Union, Cairo 

Arab Organiza t ion  f o r  Human Righ t s  

H e l m i  E l  Sharawy 

Mohamed I d r i s  

Adel Ahmed Moustafa 
Mohamed El-Sayed Ghal lab  
Nabi l  Abdel-Hamid Hassan 
Soad Khaled 

Mourad Ghaleb, P res iden t  
Sydney Molif i 
Thomas Schuber t  
Talaat Mosallam 
Erabaddegode A. Vidyasekera 
Mounif Hourani 
Danie l  Kouyela 
Pante ley  Spasov 
S a i f  Saeeda Al-Khamri 
N o u r i  Abdulrazzak 
Ha l a .  E 1-A Sma r 
Fakhry Labib 
Hamed Zidan 
Saad Luka Mikhai l  
Mir Pasma z e i n a l o v  
Awatef Abdel Rahman 

J u l i e n  Randriamasivelo 

Zoubeir S e i f  E l  Islam 

Mohamed Aly Al-Lakany 

Farouk M. Abu E i s s a  
Kamal Ramadan 
Abdel A z i m  El-Maghraby 
Mohamed R i z k  El-Gamma1 
Fayza Obied 

Moustapha K a m e 1  E l  Sayed 
Tawhida Tawf i k  
Mohamed Fayek 
Yehia E l  G a m a l  
Naguib Fakhry 

4 
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Arab Organ iza t ion  f o r  Human R i g h t s  
of Afro Asian  S o l i d a r i t y  

Arab P o l i t i c a l  Sc ience  Association 

Arab T o u r i s t  Union, Baghdad 

Arab Women S o l i d a r i t y  
Assoc ia t ion ,  Cairo 

Assoc ia t ion  of J o u r n a l i s t s  o f  
S i e r r a  Leone 

Center  of  Trade  Union S t u d i e s  
Ca i ro  

C o m m i t t e e  f o r  I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  
D i a l o g u e  

Egypt ian  Afro-Asian S o l i d a r i t y  
Commit tee 

Egypt ian  Bu i ld ing  and Trade Union 
Workers 

Egypt ian  Committee f o r  Peace and 
Disarmament 

Egypt ian Committee i n  Support  of  
I n t  i f  adeh 

Egypt ian Organ iza t ion  f o r  Human 
Righ t s  

Egypt ian P a r t i s a n  Human Righ t s  
Alexandria  

Egypt ian  Peace Counci l  

Baheiddin Al-Rashidy 

Hassan Nafaa 

Mouf i d  Shehab 

Dr. N a w a l  E l  Saadawi 

Gipu  Felix-George 

Abdel Az iz  Bayoumi 
Mahmoud A t t a r  

L a t i f  D o r i  
Muhammad W a t  t a d  

Zain S a l i t  
Nalia Kame1 
Mahmoud Tawfik 
Soh i r  Sadik 
Mohamed Auda 
Roshdi Aboul  Hassan 
Mohamed K a l a f a l l a  

K a m a l  E l d i n  Wassef 

S o r a i a  Adham 
Sa lah  Azzam 
Khaled Mohieldin 
Mahmoud Hamed Mohamed 
S a i d  Khayyat 
Husse in  Fahmy 
S a f f a  Fa raha t  
I n j  i Ef f l a t o u n  

Baheiddin Al-Rashidy 
Ahmed Sharaf  

Mustafa Abdelaal  
Mohamed Mandour ' I  

Mohamed S a i d  
A m i r  Salem 
Bahy E l  Din Hassan 

Soad Abdel Wahed Hammad 

Khal id  Mohieldin 
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Egyptian PeopleIs Solidarity 
Committee with the Intifadeh 

Egyptian Pugwash, Cairo 

Egyptian Supreme Council for 
Youth and Sports 

Federation of Arab Engineers 
Baghdad 

Federation of Palestinian Engineers 
Cairo 

General Union of Palestinian Women 

International Co-ordinating Committee 
for NGOs on the Question 
of Palestine 

Mauritius-Palestine Friendship 
Society 

Mauritius Supreme Council for 
Islamic Affairs 

Muslim World League 

Organization of African Trade Union 
Unity 

Palestine Committee for NGOs, Tunis 

Palestine Committee for Nos, Cairo 

Palestine Red Crescent Society 
Cairo 

Pan-African Women's Organziation 
Luanda 

Najim Nessim 

Ezmat Ezz 
A. Emara 
Hasan MOhmoud 
Eassam Gala1 
Mohamed Raouf Hamid 

Hosam Kamal 

Abdul Sattar Al-Rawi 
Marwan Abdel Hamid 

Barakat El-Farra 

Hanaa A1 Ahmed 
Abla Dajani 
Dorris Franj ia 

Donald Bet2 
Jean-Marie Lambert 

Rashad Daureeawo 

Rashad Daureeawo 

Mohamed El Hassani 

Assih Kossi 

Rev. Ibrahim Ayoud, President 
Marai Abderahman 

Amal Alagha 
Nysoon Shaath 
Hasna Mekdashi 

Fathi Arafat 
Shadia Khader 
Emad Tarawiyeh 

# 

Mrs. Maria Ruth Net0 

Peace Committee, Suez A. Kamal 
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Progres s ive  Women's Union 
Cairo 

P rogres s ive  Youth Union 
Cairo 

S o c i a l i s t  Labor Union, Cairo 

Sudanese Women's Union 

Swiss P a l e s t i n e  Organiza t ion  

Tanzania-Palest ine S o l i d a r i t y  
Comm i t t ee 

Thi rd  World Forum 

Union  of Arab J u r i s t s  

United Nat ions  Assoc ia t ion  of 
Egypt 

World Peace Counci l  

Zimbabwe P a l e s t i n e  F r i endsh ip  

A 1  Ahram 

A 1  Akhbar 

A 1  Gomhour iya  

A 1  Messa N e w s  

Akbar E l  Yom 

Ashab 

Azbet A 1  Nakhl 

Showkia E l  Kordy 
Maha Sa leh  
Fawzia Toulba 
Zenat  R i s k  

Hazim Mounir 
Hisham Baiomy 
Emad Nabawi s a i d  

Khaled Shawki 

Adilf  Zeibay Abdel Rahman 

A. V. Hardt-Makarova 

J. L. Kanywanyi 

Ibrahim Abdal la  

A b d e l  Ahad G a m a l  Eldeen 
Mohamed A. E l  Sake t  
A l i  K h a l i l  
Mamdooh Azzam 

Bahig Nassar 

I b b  Manadaza 

Press 

Lotf i El-Kholy 
Mour E ld ine  Sobeih 
Mohamed Ahd Elhady 

Makram Gad El-Kareem 

Mahfouz El-Ansari 
Gala1 El-Sayed 
Mohamed G. Mohamed 

Elsayed Hani Yousgef 

U s a m a  Agag 

Sa lah  Aldak i l a  

Saleh Rageeb 






