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Jerusalem; Ms. Muna Darwizeh, Researcher, Department of Palestinian Affairs, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Jordan; Mr. Jean-Michel Dumont, Secretary-General, Parliamentary Association for Euro-Arab
Cooperation (PAEAC), Brussels; Mr. Gil Feiler, Managing Director, Info-Prod Research (Middle East),
Ltd., Ramat-Gan; Ms. Maria Holt, Researcher, British Council, London; Mr. Rick Hooper, Research
Director, FAFO Institute for Applied Social Science, Oslo; Mr. Khondaker Muzammel Huq, General
Manager, Grameen Bank, Dhaka; Ms. Zahira Kamal, General Director, Directorate of Gender Planning
and Development, Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation (MOPIC), Palestinian Authority;
Mr. Patrick Kane, Director, New York office, Development Resource Center, Gaza; Mr. George
Kossaifi, Chief, Human Development Section, Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), Amman; Ms. Fathiyyeh Nasru Associate Professor and Chairperson of the University
Programme Evaluation and Development (UPED), Al-Quds University, Jerusalem; Ms. Nahla Qourah,
Representative, Women's Affairs Technical Committee, Ramallah; Ms. Mira D. Rizeq, Welfare
Association, Geneva; Mr. Nader 1zzat Sa'id, Consultant, deputy head of Human Development Project,
Ramallah; and Mr. Mohammed Shtayyeh Director-General, Palestinian Economic Council for
Development and Reconstruction (PECDAR), Palestinian Authority.

9. The following non-governmental organizations participated as observers: Afro-Asian Peoples'
Solidarity Organization, Arab Thought Forum, Arab Women's Union, Catholic Relief Services, Centre of
Studies and Research on the Contemporary Middle East, Cooperation for Development, General Union of
Palestinian Women, Jordanian Institute of Diplomacy, Jordanian Society for Desertification Control and
Badia Development, Near East Foundation, Palestine Red Crescent Society, Palestinian Housing Council,
Royal Scientific Society, Society of Inash El-Usra, UMNO Youth Malaysia and Women Studies
Programme of Birzeit University. The Asian Coordinating Committee for NGOs on the Question of
Palestine (ACCP) also attended.

C. Agenda

10.  The purpose of the Seminar was to provide the framework for an expert discussion on promoting
Palestinian human development as well as on the various related aspects of international assistance to the
Palestinian people, problems of the rehabilitation and sustainable development of the Palestinian economy
and efforts in the area of institution- and nation-building since the previous seminar held in Cairo in May
1996.

11, In the plenary session and in the course of four round-table discussions, the participants addressed
the following issues in depth:

(a) Meeting Palestinian human development needs: the role of the international community;
(b) Sustainable human development as the basis for nation-building;
(¢) Promoting poverty eradication and sustainable development; and
(d) Promoting gender equality and the full participation of women in society.
D. Opening of the Seminac
12. At the opening session, a statement was made by Mr. Abdullah Ensour, Deputy Prime Minister and
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, Jordan. A statement on behalf of the Secretary-General of the United

Nations was read out by his representative Mr. Peter Hansen, Commissioner-General, United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). Statements were also made
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function based on market forces; it languished in a state of dependency. The United Nations should pursue
urgently the implementation of the peace agreements o bring about peace for all the peopies of the region.

II. PLENARY SESSION

Meefing Palestinian tevelopment needs:
he role of the i ional ;

17.  The plenary session, entitled "Meeting Palestinian human development needs: the role of the
international community", comprised a keynote address and statements by representatives of organizations
and entities of the United Nations system, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.
Speakers expressed unanimous support for the objective of promoting sustainable human development and
called for more effective coordination of the international assistance to the Palestinian people.

18.  The keynote speaker, Mr. Maher al-Masti, Minister of Economy and Trade, underlined the
importance of the international community in promoting Palestinian human development. The Palestinians
had to move from exporting labour to exporting goods and services, which had to be of the highest
standard to be internationally competitive. To ensure such competitiveness, Palestinians had to improve
schooling, teacher training and curriculum development; involve appropriately skilled Palestinian
expatriates; and enhance coordination with the donor community. Vocational training had to be geared for
the export markets, in particular in the area of computer technology. The speaker proposed the
establishment of a permanent training institute in the Palestinian territory to advance the managerial and
administrative skills of the Palestinians.

19.  The representative of OIC emphasized that the Israeli occupation continued to deprive the
Palestinian people of its basic economic and human rights and referred to his organization's joint ventures
with the Palestinian Authority in connection with the airport at Gaza and the establishment of the
Bethlehern Bank to revitalize the private sector of the Palestinian economy.

20.  The representative of UNSCO outlined the efforts of his Office to harmonize international
assistance to the Palestinians. He reported the results of the office’s most recent quarterly economic
survey, which gave statistics on the deteriorating precarious economic situation in the West Bank and
Gaza.

21.  The representative of the United Nations High Commissioner/Centre for Human Rights considered
that strengthening the rule of law was fundamental to achieving socio-economic development and provided
examples of the Centre's advisory services to the Palestinians. She mentioned in particular assistance with
drafting laws in conformity with international standards, the drawing up of a national plan for human rights
and capacity-building projects for the police, prison administration, judiciary and Palestinian NGOs.

22.  The UNFPA representative reported on activities the Fund supported in the areas of reproductive
health and the promotion of the status of women, which included discouraging early marriage and child-
bearing, and projecting a generally positive image of women's empowerment in all walks of life.

23, ‘The UNICEF representative stated that the Fund focused its financial resources on measuring
progress in training and institution-building; curriculum development; health and protection of the whole
child; promoting gender equality; and alleviating poverty arising from high unemployment rates in large
families.
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important. The low salaries for teachers as well as the absence of a Palestinian curriculum and of
appropriate textbooks exacerbated the difficulties faced by the educational system; education and the labour
market were disjointed, especially in the area of vocational training, which required special attention
together with the training of former detainees. Institution-building and job creation programmes were
cited as other important avenues for promoting Palestinian human development.

33, Mr. Ibrahim Dakkak, consultant, Jerusalem, introduced a forthcoming study on the Palestinian
Human Development Profile. He stated in his presentation that the success of Palestinian human
development and its sustainability were linked to the degree to which the Palestinian Authority was enabled
and empowered to develop Palestinian society. The main obstacle to the enjoyment of the principles and
rights contained in the 1986 United Nations Declaration on the Right to Development was the continued
denial of the Palestinians’ right to seif-determination and the unabated process of disempowering them.
Nevertheless, with the participation by the Palestinian public, the Palestinian Authority could produce a
credible development perspective for the Palestinian economy; education and culture; health; social
conditions and human rights. The imbalance in development across the various Palestinian areas had to be
overcome and reliable statistics be made available, spearheaded by the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics. Moreover, support for democratic institutions, the rule of law and human rights was required
for the fledgling Palestinian system of governance to flourish.

34, Mr. Abdulkarim Abuthaija, Director of Palestinian Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Amman,
Jordan, stated that the peace process was paralyzed and that the United Nations had an important role in
relaunching it. Hope for peace that had been renewed in the early 1990s was now unjustified in view of
the continuation of Israeli practices curtailing the rights of Palestinians, in violation of international
standards. The international donor community was called upon to rebuild the infrastructure in the
occupied territories and fulfill its pledges to counterbalance the economic cost incurred by the Palestinians
as the result of Israel's closure policy, to eradicate pockets of poverty and to raise the standard of living of
Palestinians. Peace had to be strengthened in all its aspects.

35.  Mr. George Kossaifi, Chief, Human Development Section, ESCWA, presented highlights of the
Commission's efforts promoting human development in Arab countries through the establishment of
national networks. Each network, some already created, some under consideration, was to function as a
focal point in order to become the mechanism used by ministries, civil organizations and research centres
in their pursuit of national sustainable human development. An Arab strategy and a programme of
implementation would complement national efforts. The speaker indicated that recently the Palestinian
Authority had requested ESCWA to assist in the establishment of a Palestinian network for sustainable
human development activities. With regard to the Palestinian situation, he emphasized that foreign
occupation and human development were incompatible.

36.  In the ensuing discussion, participants noted with appreciation that a Palestinian Human
Development Profile had been prepared and would be published shortly. The discussion focused on a
programme for human development for the Palestinian territory. It was emphasized that a national
committee for sustainable human development should be formed to be the focal point for that purpose.
The Ministry for Social Affairs as well as PECDAR should have an important role in such a committee.
Any human development programme should take into account the specific demographic structure of the
Palestinian territories, where fifty per cent of the population were under the age of sixteen. It was said
that only one third of the Palestinians lived in the territories; any successful programme would have to
include the diaspora and take advantage of its diversity. The linkage between human development and
progress in the peace process was stressed by all speakers. The current stage could hardly be described as
a transition period; urgent changes in the policies carried out by the occupying Power were required to
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9.

negative effects resulting from thirty years of occupation. In addition, issues such as the capacity of
Palestinian producers to supply goods and services to the local market and for external trade, as well as the
generally small size of Palestinian enterprises, equally had to be taken into account when promoting the
development of the Palestinian economy. The paper focussed on such 'supply capacity' issues within the
Palestinian manufacturing sector and the way in which the capacity of Palestinian firms could be improved,
drawing on examples from the plastics industry in Gaza.

42,  Mr. Thiab Ayyoush, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Social Affairs, Palestinian Authority, elaborated
some of the principles and concepts underlying poverty eradication policies, ranging from traditional
notions of charity to various forms of redistributive public sector intervention. When the basic needs of a
person were not met, poverty existed. The assessment of needs had to take into account income and
expenditure patterns and the many intangible characteristics of Palestinian households. The root causes of
poverty were seen to lie in a whole gamut of cultural, demographic, psychological, economic and political
features of both the individual and society. Palestinians did not benefit from national sovereignty and other
inalienable rights and were therefore fundamentally hampered in their development. In its poverty
eradication policies, the Palestinian Authority concentrated on helping the most vulnerable sectors of
society; loans to small enterprises, especially those run by women; education grants; and other
programmes in the social domain, including the rehabilitation and integration into society of former
prisoners.

43.  The second part of the round table was moderated by Mr. George Kossaifi. The session considered
the following sub-topics: promoting broad-based and equitable growth: needs and opportunities (industrial
parks, tourism, handicrafts, rural development, etc.); and meeting Palestinian human resource
development needs through training and development of appropriate labour standards.

44,  Mr. Gil Feiler, Managing Director, Info-Prod Research (Middle East), Lid., Ramat-Gan, Israel,
said that Palestinians were in the midst of economic decline as the result of Israeli and Palestinian policies.
Israel continued its policy of imposing closures on the Palestinian territories. Palestinian investment law
and incentives were absent. The future well-being of the West Bank and Gaza Strip depended on the
Palestinian Authority's ability to tackle adequately the tightly linked dynamic elements of economic
growth: trade, investment and labour, In his view, Palestinian investment opportunities abounded in
manufacturing, centering on border industrial parks and other joint ventures carried out with an Israeli
partner, tourism and certain natural resources as well as agricultural and rural development. He called for
the undertaking of such joint ventures by Israel and the Palestinian Authority, since even a small-scale
project could have a positive multiplier effect in terms of confidence-building and attracting other foreign
investment.

45.  Ms. Muna Darwizeh, Researcher at the Department of Palestinian Affairs, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Jordan, described Jordan's growing experience in promoting sustainable human development in
connection with the national human development report project. Jordan had set up an interministerial
committee and several working groups to coordinate the preparation of the report and facilitate the
implementation of poverty eradication programmer, called social security network, The strategic human
development plan had three main features. First, the objective of the plan was to reach the poorest strata
of society, for instance, by providing the most destitute individuals with material aid, improving the
infrastructure of their immediate environment, ensuring pollution-free drinking water and sanitary local
living conditions and launching vocational on-the-job training exercises. Second, the implementation of the
plan had to be feasible at a low cost and, third, the strategy had to be easy to follow, realistic and
sustainable.
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through education and training; encouraging women entrepreneurs: micro-credit and other initiatives for
small-scale business.

50. In her presentation, Ms. Maria Holt, Researcher, British Council, London, reflected on what
Palestinian women were entitled to expect in a future Palestinian state, arguing that, so far, the transition
from an ad-hoc, non-governmental women's movement into formal participation in the embryonic
government had been an unsatisfactory process. Palestinian women were seeking greater participation in
all areas of their society. Although not binding on the Palestinian Authority, the Platform for Action
adopted at the world women's conference held in Beijing in 1995 provided an international standard by
which progress for women could be measured, in terms of poverty, access to education and health care
services, domestic violence, inequality between men and women in the spheres of economic and political
power and the protection of women's reproductive rights. The lack of legal rights for Palestinian women
was unlikely to be satisfactorily resolved until a Palestinian State existed.

51.  Ms. Fathiyyeh Nasru, Associate Professor and Chairperson of the University Programme
Fvaluation and Development (UPED), Al-Quds University, Jerusalem, pointed to the difficultes faced by
the Palestinian education system in overcoming the effects of occupation. She presented figures for
1995/1996 on student enrollment and teachers employment in the Palestinian schools that showed an
increase in female participation. The number of women university faculty members holding Ph.D.
degrees was still low (6.61) among the total Ph.D. holders in the Palestinian universities. The speaker
stressed that empowering women through education and training was a central issue in promoting human
development. Palestinian educational philosophy was considered as egalitarian, community-oriented and
geared towards self-actualization of the student. Breaking down the perceptual dichotomy of male and
fernale, as early as in nursery school education, would effectively promote equality. Based on a specific
project proposal, the speaker expressed the view that a nursery school system, coupled with community
awareness programmes, could enhance the role of education in accelerating the development of Palestinian
society.

52.  Mr. Nader Izzat Sa'id, Consultant, Ramallah, stated that Palestinian women had played a major
role in the national struggle and in fighting the socio-economic decline resulting from the Israeli
occupation. Women were now taking part in the reconstruction process. Women constituted some 15 per
cent of the formal work force, confined to the service sector, and contributed to over 50 per cent of the
informal labour market, particularly in agriculture, where their work continued to be undervalued.
Whereas Palestinian women's political rights were increasingly being accepted, their economic and even
more their social and personal rights were less accepted. It was now important to invest in women's
capabilities and include them fully in the development of Palestinian society. The speaker made several
suggestions on how women could be included in the Palestinian development process, for instance, through
comprehensive, gender-sensitive policies; a quota system favouring the equal participation of women in
decision-making, including at the highest levels; a proper remuneration of women's work; the elimination
of violence against women; the updating of the personal status law; and the compliance with the principles
enshrined in the relevant international instruments and conventions, such as the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women.

53.  Ms. Zahira Kamal, General Director, Directorate of Gender Planning and Development, MOPIC,
stated that successful development required the formulation of policies which ensured access of women to
economic resources, all levels of decision-making, training, science and technology, the media and
markets to further their advancement and empowerment. Unti} recently, the training of women with a
view to their effective contribution to development had been ignored. Progress had been made in certain
areas such as the legal field, including electoral law; participation in elections and the work of the public
sector; training in leadership skills; human rights; and advocacy groups. Within the Palestinian Authority,
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regionally, in particular in the Middle East and the Mediterranean with closer ties to Europe. A main task
for the Palestinian Authority remained to overcome the division of the Palestinian territory that made a
free flow of goods and true communication impossible. A proper Palestinian infrastructure was needed
with a port and airport. He said that the current political crisis affects all fields of work of the Palestinian
Authority. He encouraged the Committee to continue to help the Palestinian people to establish its own
effective institutions.

59.  In his concluding remarks, Mr. Ibra Degutne Ka, Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, said that the Committee had always attached importance to
the various aspects of socio-economic development and the improvement of living conditions of the
Palestinian people. Since the beginning of the Madrid peace process, and particularly in the last four
years, the task of Palestinian economic reconstruction had evolved as a key factor affecting its pace and
progress. It was in that period that the Committee had decided to devote a special place i.i its annual
programme of work to the socio-sconomic issues of the transitional stage. Motivated by the desire to
mobilize development resources for the emerging Palestinian nation, the Committee had decided once
again to convene a seminar on assistance to the Palestinian people in 1997 to focus on promoting
Palestinian human development. The deliberations had shown unanimous support for the sustainable
human development approach and many proposals had been made on how to apply it to the Palestinian
territory. Participants had expressed great concern for the future of the peace process, in view of the
policies and actions of the occupying Power, and the grave deterioration of Palestinian living conditions. It
was stressed that foreign occupation had to end before real human development could take place.






