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. INTRODUCTION

OBJECGTIVES OF THE CONFERENCE

A HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE IN SUPPORT OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PaLESTINIAN PEOPLE WAS ORGANIZED BY THE
COMMITTEE OGN THE EXERCISE OF THE INHALIERABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN COOPERATION WITH THE ORGANIZATION
OF THE ISLAMIC CONFEREHCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES. THE CONFERENCE WAS HELD AT BRUSSELS ON 24 aND 28
FEBRUARY | D98,

{H CONVENING THE CONFERENCE, THE THREE ORGANIZERS DPRESSED GREAT CONCERN AT THE CONTINUING SERIOUS SITUATNION
FACED BY THE PEACE FROCESS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AMD AT THE GROWING HARDSHINS AND HOPELESSHESS OF THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE LIVING [N THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, INCLUDING JERUSALEM, THEY EXPRESSED THEIR BELIEF THAT EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE
A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT WOULD SUCCEED ONLY (IF THEY WERE ACCOMPANIED BY POLICIES DESIGNED TO RESTORE FAITH IN A JUST
SOLUTION BASED ON INTERNATIONALLY ACCEFTED PRINCIPLES AND TO PROMOTE IMPROVED LIVING CONDITIONS AND EGCONOMIC
COOPERATION AND DEVELOFMENT, THUS QIVING HOPE FOR A BETTER FUTURE HOT ONLY TO PALESTINIANS BUT ALSO TO AlL THE
PROPLES OF THE REGION

THE ORGANIZERS STRESSED THAT, IN THAT SPIRMT, THEY HAD DECIDED TCG REDOUBLE THEIR EFFOHTS TO RESPOND
CONSTRUGTIVELY TO THE SITUATION AND TO HELP THE FEACE PROCESS MOVE FORWARD, THE OBJECTIVE OF THE CONFERENCE WAS
1O ADDRESS THE MOST PRESSING ISSUES IN THAT REGARD AND O PROMOTE INTEHSIFIED INTERNATIONAL ACTION IN SUPPORT OF THE
ATTAINMENT OF PALESTINIAN RIGHTS AND FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE PEACE EFFORTS,

ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFERENCE

THE CONFERENCE WAS ATTENDED 8Y |02 GOVERNMENTS, 10 UnsTED NATIONS ORGANS, AGENCIES AND 8ODIES, ©
IRYERGOVERNMENTAL. ORGANIZATIONS, 47 NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 3 SPECIAL GUESTS. T WAS ALSO ATTENDED BY
DELEGATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INAUEHABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, HEADED 8Y IBRA
DEGUENE Ka, COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN; THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENGE, HEADED BY AZZEDINE LARAKI, SECRETARY-
GENERAL; AMD THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, NEADED BY SAID KAMAL, ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR PALESTIHIAN AFFAIRS
(SEE SECTION VIl FOR THE LIST OF PARTICIPANTS).

THE CORFEREHCE CONSISTED OF AN OPERING MEETIHG AND A HIGH-LEVEL. PLENARY MEETING, AKD A GENERAL EXCHANGE OF
VIEWS, WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF A RUMBER GF EMINENT PERSONS.

AT THE OPENING MEETING AND THE HIGHLEVEL PLENARY MEETING, HELD OH THE MORNING OF 24 FEBRUARY, STATEMENTS
WERE MADE BY: ERIK DERYCKE, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF BELGIUM ON BEHALF OF THE HOST COUNTRY; HENNADIY U.
UboVENKD, PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; SiR KiZRAR PRENDERGAST, UHDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS,
WHO READ OUT A MESSAGE FROM KOFI ANNAN, UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL, [BRA DEGUENE KA, CHAIRMAN OF THE
COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PrOPLE; AZZECINE LARAKS, SECRETARY GENERAL
OF THE ORGANIZATION Of THE {SLAMIC CONFERENCE; SAD KAMAL, ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GEHERAL OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES;
CARLOS LEMOS SIMMONDS, VICE-PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA, ON REHALF OF ERNESTO SAMPER PIZANG, CHAIRMAN OF THE MOVEMENT
OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES, AND YASSER ARAFAT, CHAIRMAN OF THE EXEcuUTiVE COMMITTEE OF THE PALESTINE LIBERATION
ORGANIZATION AND PRESIDENT OF THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY,

IN THE BESUMED HIGH-LEVEL PLENARY MEETING, ON THE AFTERHOON OF 24 FEBRUARY, STATEMENTS WERE MADE BY SADOK
FaAYALA, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS OF TuNisia; CHERIF YOUNOQUSS DIAITE, DIRECTOR OF THE CABINET OF THE
MINISTER FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS OF Senzcat; L. N. Sisuwy, DEPUTY MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS OF SOUTH AFRICA; FARUK
LocooLy, DEPUTY UNDER-SECRETARY FOR FPOLIMICAL AFFAIRS OF TURKEY; MOUNIR ZANRAN, PERMANENT REFPRESENTATIVE OF EGYPT
TO THE UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GEREVA; AHMAD MOHAMMED AL, PRESIDENT OF THE ISLAMIC
DEVELOPMENT BANK, SIMBARASHE 5. MUMBENGEGW, AMBASSADOR OF ZIMBABWE AND PEAMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE
FUROPEAN UNION; AND NASSIR ALASSAF, AMBASSADOR OF SAUDI ARABIA TO BELGIUM.



BEGINNING ON THE AFTERNCOK OF 24 FEBRUARY, AND CONTIHUING ON 25 FEBRUARY, A GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WAS
HELD ON THE FOLLOWING THEMES:

©  PROMOTING THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE~A KEY TO PEACE IN THE MipDLe EasT;

* THE NEEZD TO IMPROVE THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND TO PHROMOTE SCONOMIC AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT;

- THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS! THE CURRENT SIFUATION AND PROSPECTS.

THE FOLLOWING EMINENT PORSONS MADE STATEMENTS IN THEZ OEMZRAL DXCHANGE OF VIEWS: SHULAMIT ALONI, FORMER MINISTER
OF EDUCATION OF ISRAEL AND MEMBER OF THE MzmEr: PARTY; Namil. SHAATH, MINISTER OF PLANNING AND INTEZRNATIONAL
CoOPERATION OF THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY; HARRY G, Barnes, JR., DIRECTOR oF CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND HUMAN RIGHTS
PROGRAMMES OF THE CARTER CENTRR; MICHAZL HINDLEY, MEMBER OF THE EUROFEAN PARLIAMENT AND CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE
PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION FOR EURO-ARAD COOPERATION; HERNRY SIZGMAN, DIRECTOR OF THE LUNMTED Srares/MippLe. East
PROJECT AND SENIOR FELLOW AT THE COUNGIL ON FORTIGH RELATIONS; AND MOHAMED ABDELLAM, CHAIRMAN OF THE FOREIGN
ReLanons COMMITER OF THE PROPLE'S ASSEMELY OF EOVPT, REPRZSENTATIVES OF THE FOLLOWING GOVERNMENTS AND LINITED
NATIONS BODRIES ALSO MADE STATEMENYS! CYPRUS, UkRAINE, GHANA, RUSSIAR FEDERATION, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, LEBANON,
Guvanra, PAKISTAN, INDONESIA, MALAYEIA, BANOLADESH, Brazin, OATAR, CHiNa, VIET NAM, SYRIAN ARABR REFPUBLIC, JORDAN, THE
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROORAMME (UNEF AND THE UNTED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION
{UNESCO),

AT THE CLOSING MEZYING, HELD ON THE AFTERNCON oOF 25 FeprusRy, STATEMENTS WERE MADE BY JEAN DE Rurr, DirecTor-
GENEZRAL OF MULTILATERAL POLICY OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGH AFFAIRS or BEWIUM, M, NASSER AL-KIDWA, PERMANENT
OusERVER OF PALESTINE TO THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIINABLE
RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, WHO READ OUT A DOCUMENT CONTAINING CONCLUDING REMARKS DRAFTED BY THE THREE
ORGANIZERS. THE DOCUMENT WAS ISBUZD AS A PRESS RELRASE (SEZ SECTION VI

THE PRESENT REPORT CONTAINS THE FULL TEXT OF STATEMENTS MADE BY INVITED SPEAKERS IN ACCORDANCE WIiTH THE
PROGRAMME CIRCULATED AT THE CONPERENCE,



. OPENING MEETING AND HIGH-LEVEL PLENARY MEETING

ERIK DERYCKE
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF BELGIUM

IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO WELCOME TO BRUSSELS THE PARTICIPANTS IH THIS UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ORGANIZED
BY THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIEHABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IH COOPERATION WITH THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFEREHCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES.

| WISH TO EXTEHD PARTICULAR GREETINGS TO YASSER ARAFAT, CHAIRMAN OF THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY, WHOM | AM
DELIGHTED TO SEE AGAIN IN BRUSSELS.

| SHOULD LIKE TO TAXE THE CPPORTUNITY AFFORDED BY THE OPENING OF THIS CONFERENCE TO EMPHASIZE THE ATTACHMENT
OF MY COUNTRY, AND OF OUR PARTNERS iN THE EUROPEAN LINION, TO A JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

WHEN WE LOOK BACK AND ANALYSE THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PEACE PROCESS, WE ARE BOUND TO SAY THAT, FOR THE
PEOPLES OF THE REGIONH, MOMENTS OF HOPE HAVE BEEH POLLOWED BY FERIODS OF DEEFP DISCOURAGEMENT

THE FUTURE OF THE PALESTINIAN PEQPLE AND ITS RELATIONS WITH THE HEBREW STATE HAVE FOR MANY YEARS BEEN A CENTRAL
CONCERN OF NATIONAL LEADERS AND PUBLIC OPINION BOTH K BELGHIM AND THROUGHOUT THE REST oF EUROPE.

SUFFICE IT 7O MENTION HERE THE VERY IMPORTANT VENICE DECLARATION OF | 980, iN WHICH THE THEN NINE MEMBERS OF
THE UNION CALLED FOR RECOGHNITION OF THE RIGHT TO EXISTENCE AND SECURITY OF ALL THE STATES N THE KEGION, IHCLUDING
ISRAEL, FOR JUSTICE FOR ALL PEOPLES, AND FOR THE EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT TO SELFDETERMINATION OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE.

T WAS ALSO WITH SOME OFTIMISM THAY WE FOLLOWED IN OCTOBER 99| THE WORK OF THE MaDRID CONFERENCE, THE
MANDATE OF WHICH WAS TO ATTAIN A JUST AND COMPREHENSIVE PEACE N THE MIDDLE EAST QN THE BASIS OF UNITED NATIONS
SeEcURTY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 (1867), 338 (1973) aNp 425 (1 878), THE PRINCIPLE OF THE EXCHANGE OF THE
TERRITORIES OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL IH THE COURSE OF THE VARIOUS CONFLICTS AGAINST GUARANTEED PEACE WITH IT5 ARAB
NEIGHBOURS IS THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE PEAGE PROGESS,

THE MADRID CONFERENCE DEFINED THE MACHINERY OF BILATERAL PEACE TALKS, THE Moscow CONFERENCE ESTABLISHED
A FORUM FOR MULTILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS TO AGCCOMPANY AND UNDEMPIN THOSE TALKS.

THE STRUCTURE FOR THE CREATION OF MORE HARMOHIOUS RELATIONS BETWEEN ALL THE STATES IN THE REGION HAS BEEN
COMPLETED B8Y THE HOLDING OF A HRUMBER OF REGIONAL, ECONOMIC CONFEREHCES,

AS YOL} KHOW, THE ISRAELI-PPALESTINIAN DIMENSION OF THIS PROCESS HAS GONE THROUGH TWO STERILE YEARS SINCE THE
Mabiib CONFERENCE.

HOW GRATIFIED WE WERE TO LEARN IH THE SUMMER OF | 593 OF THE HOLDING iN NORWAY OF SECRET NEGOTIATIONS THAT
WERE TO LEAD TO MUTUAL RECOGHNITION BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION {(FLO). THAT RECOGNITION
MADE POSSIBLE THE SIGNING IN WASHINGTON, D.C., oF THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES THAT LAID DOWN A SERIES OF BASIC RULES
INTENDED TO LEAD AFTER A PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS OF LIMITED PALESTINIAN AUTONCMY TO A FINAL STATUS FOR THE FPALESTINIAN
TERRITORIES.

YOuU WILL ALSO REMEMBER THE AGREEMENT ON THE GAZA STRIP AND THE JERICHO AREA THAT MADE POSSIBLE THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY AND CHAIRMAN ARAFAT'S RETURN TO THE TERRITORIES.

GREAT HOPE WAS BORN OF THE EXTRAORDINARY HANDSHAKE BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER RABIN AND CHAIRMAN ARAFAT ON THE
WHITE HOUSE LAWN. [T WAS, THEREFORE, WITH ENTHUSIASM THAT BELGIUM AND ITS PARTHERS IN THE EUROPEAN LIMION DECIDED
TO EMBARK FIRMLY ON A PARTHERSHIP FOR PEACE.

THERE ARE MANY ASPECTS TO THIS PARTHNERSHIP BY THE UNION AIMED AT THE RESCLUTION OF THE {SRAEW-FPALESTINIAN
DISPUTE: LET ME JUST MENTION THE SUPPORT FOR THE HOLBDIKG OF THE PALESTINIAN ELECTIONS, THE FiHANCIAL
ASSISTANCE-~WHICH, IN THE CASE OF BELGIUM, EXCEEDED | BILLION FRAKCS FOR THE PERIOD |B2893-|887--—AND THE
APPOINTMENT OF A SPECIAL ENVOY FOR THE MiDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS, MIGUEL ANGEL MORATIHOS



THE MOMENTUM ENGENDERED BY THE OSLC ACCORDS WAS, MOWEVER, SHORTYJIVED., CONFIDENCE WAS SEVERELY UNDERMINED
BY THE TERRIBLE EVENTS OF LATE | 995 AND zAanLY | ©98,

1 WOULD MENTION IN PARTICULAR THE TRAGIC DEATH OF PriMe MINISTER RABIN, ASSASSINATED BY AN EHEMY OF PEACE, AND
THE MURDEROUS ATTACKS N FEBRUARY AND MARGH | BBG N ISRAEL.

THE SIGNING OF THE MERROH AGREEMENT BROUGHT WITH 1T A HOTE OF HOPE, BUT, MORE THAN A YEAR AFTER THAT ACCORD,
WE CANNOT BUT EXPRESS OUR GREAT DISARPOINTMENT AT THE ABSENCE OF ANY MEANINGPFUL RESULTS,

WE ARE VERY WORRIED BY THIS BLOCKAGE OF THE SITUATION, WHICH COULD LFAD, IN TIME, TO SERIOUS TROUBLE IN THE
REGION. THERE 15 KEEN DISENCHANTMENT AND BITTERNESS AMONG THE PALESTINIAN POPULATION. THE UNEMPLOYMENT, THE
ABRSENCE OF MEDIUM-TERM PROSPECTS, THE DRASTIC FALL IN LIVING STANDARDS iN THE TERRITGRIES, AND UNILATERAL MEASURES
SUCH AS THE CONTINUED EXPANSION OF SETTLEMENTS ARE ALL FACTORS THAT MAY GIVE RISE TO AN EXPLOSION.

DESPITE THE STANDSTILL IN THE FEACE PROCESS, BELGIUM AND iTS EURDPEAN PARTHERS REMAIN VERY MUCH ATTACHED TO
THE MADRID AND OSLO PROCESS. ALTHOUGH IT HAS HOW BEEN BOGGED DOWN FOR ALMOST A YEAR, THAT PROCESS REMAINS THE
ONLY OFTION FOR ATTAINING A JUST AND LASTING OVERALL PEACE

WE WELCOME THE FACT THAT THE BRITISH PRESIDENCY HAS CHOSEN TO MAKE THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS ONE OF THE
FRIORITIES OF ITS FOREIGN POLICY DURING iTS TERM OF OFFICE. WE ARE, IN ANY EVENT, DETERMINED TO MAKE THE NECESSARY
DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO SUPPORT THE HEGOTIATIONS AND REDUCE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEM THE PARTIES.

REVITALIZATION OF THE PEACE PROCESS IS AN URGENT HECESSITY AND SHOULD CONCERN BOTH THE COMPLETE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE PROVISIONS OF THE INTERIM AGREEMENTS THAY HAVE HOT YET BEEN PUT INTO EFFECT AND THE
RESUMPTION OF THE TALKS ON THE FINAL STATUS O THE OCCURIED TERRITORIES.

iH ADDITION TO A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION ON TECHHICAL ISSUES, SUCH AS THE OPENING OF AN AIRPORT AND THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A SEAPORT IN THE GAZA STRIP AHD £STABLISHMENT OF TRANSIT ARRANGEMENTS TO ENSURE SAFE PASSAGE
BETWEEN THE GAZA STRIP AND THE WEST BANK, BELGIUM CONSIDERS THAT THE FIFTEEN CAN OFFER USEFUL COGFPERATION IN THE
SPHERE OF SEGURITY. [N 'THIS REGARD, tHE EUROPEAN UNION IS PREPARING A PROGRAMME OF ASSISTANCE TQ HELP THE
FALESTINIAN AUTHORITY IN COMBATING TERRORISM.

ALSO, AS THE VERY RECENT VISIT TO THE REGION BY JACQUES SANTER, PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, SHOWED,
HEITHER EUROPE NOR BELGIUM CAN REMAIN INDIFFERENT TO THE INCREASING DEGRADATION OF THE ECONOMIC AND THE SOCIAL
SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, THAT SITUATION WORRIES US, FOR IT IS CONSISTENT NEITHER WITH THE FOLLOWING OF
A PROPER PATH TO PEACE HOR WITH THE STRENGTHENIHG OF THE SECURITY NECESSARY FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THAT PEACE.

THE RENEWAL OF THE EUROFEAN UNION'S AID WHEN THE FIVE-YEAR PROGRAMME EXPIRES IN OCTOBER | DOB REMAINS
ESSENTIAL FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE ZCONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE OCCURIED TERRITORIES., MAKING THE BEST
USE OF THAT AID Will., HOWEVER, BE IMPOSSIBLE UNLESS THE OBSTACLES TO THE MOVEMENT OF PEQPLE AND GOODS ARE. REMOVED.

HISTORY Wilt. JUDGE SEVERELY THOSE WHO FAIL TO SEIZE AN HISTORIC QPPORTUNITY TQ ENABLE THEIR PEOPLE TO LIVE IN
PEACE, TQ ENJOY THE DIVIDERDS OF PEACE AND TO FORGET THE ANTAGONISMS, STRAINS AND CONFLICTS OF THE PAST AND MAKE
OPTIMUM USE OF THE AVAILABLE HUMAN, CULTURAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POTENTIAL AND S0 TRAMSFORM THE REGION INTO A ZOME
QF PROSPERITY AND WELL-BEING.

HOWEVER, CURRENT EVENTS, AND HERE | REFER TO THE IRAQI CRISIS, SHOW US THAT THAT GOAL SEEMS FAR FROM HAVING
BEEN ACHIEVED.

| WISH, HONETHELESS, TO REAFFIRM THAT, IN BELGIUM'S VIEW, THE WILL OF THE INTERHNATIONAL GOMMUNITY AND OF THE
PARTIES TO A GIVEN CONFLICT MUST CONTIHUE TO BE MANIFESTED ABOVE ALL THROQUGH DIPLOMACY,

1 WiSH TO EXPRESS HERE THE HOPE THAT THE PARTIES WILL DO ALL THEY CAN TO SAVE THE PEACE PROCESS, WHICH IS BEING
SERIOUSLY HARMED BY THE PRESENT STAGNATION. | CALL UPOMN THE PARTIES TO HONOUR THE ENGAGEMENTS THEY CONTRACTED IN
THE FRAMEWORK OF THE MADRID AND OSLO PROCESS,

IT IS ESSENTIAL TO GET OUT OF THE PRESENT IMPASSE. THE FATE OF PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS, WHICH HAVE THE
RIGHT TQ LIVE IN PEACE, IS AT STAKE.

I REMAINS FOR ME TO EXPRESS, ON BEHALF OF THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT, THE HOPE THAT THE DISGLISSIONS AMONG THE
PARTICIPANTS IN THIS CONFERENCE WILL CONTRIBUTE AS POSITIVELY AS POSSIBLE TO THE ACTION BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
TO REINFORCE THE FEACE EFFORTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND TO WISH YOU, AGAIH ON BEHALF OF MY GOVERNMENT, A PLEASANT STAY
N BRUSSELS,



HENNADIY U, UDOVENKO
PRESIDENT OF THE FIFTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

FIRST OF ALL, | WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE ORGANIZERS OF THIS CONFEREHCE FOR INVITING ME TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT
GATHERING. | AM HONOURED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CONFERENCE IH MY CAPAGITY AS PRESIDENT OF THE FIFTY-SECOND SESSION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS BEEN CONCERMNED WITH EFFORTS TO fIND A COMPREHENSIVE, JUST
AND LASTING SOLUTION TO THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE FOR THE PAST 50 ODD YEARS. IN FACT, SINCE TS VERY EARLY DAYS, THE
ORGANIZATION HAS BEEN TRYING TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM THROUGH A VARIETY OF CHANNELS. On 29 NovEMBER {947, THE
GENERAL ASSEMELY ADOPTED RESOLUTION §8 | (), PARTIMONING PALESTINE INTO ‘TWO STATES, ONE ARAB, THE OTHER JEWISH,
WITH AN ECONOMIC UNION BETWEEN THEM AND A SPECHAL INTERNATIONAL REGIME FOR THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. TODAY, FIVE DECADES
LATER, THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE IS STILL AWAITING A VIABLE POUTICAL RESOLUTION AND REMAINS ON THE AGENHDA OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMELY, THE OCCURATION OF THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES HAS LASTED FOR 30 YEARS

THE FIRST SIGNS GF HOPE FOR THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE WERE HERALDED BY THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE CONFERENCE HELD
AT MADRID IN | 95 | THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WAS HOPEFUL THAT THAT LANDMARK CONFERENCE COULD SET IH MOTION A
QUALITATIVELY NEW STAGE 1N THE SEARCH FOR PEAGE N THE REGION INDEED, PRLOTED BY THE CO-5PONSORS OF THE PEACE
PROGESS, WITH A CRITICAL ROLE PLAYED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF NORWAY, ISRAEL AHD THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION
AT LONG LAST CAME TO FACE EACH OTHER AT THE HEGOTIATING TABLE. WE MAVE ALL OBSERVED AND WELCOMED THE MILESTOHE
BILATERAL AGREEMENTS INITIALLED BY THE TWO SIDES IN THE PAST SEVEN YEARS. | SHOULD UIKE TO STRESS HERE HOW FAR-REACHING
AND DRAMATIC WERE SOME OF THOSE DOCUMENTS, MOST NOTABLY, THE SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF PRINCHPLES IN | 993 AND
THE INTERIM AGREEMENT ON THE WEST BANK AND THE GAZA STRIP IN | B85,

AS WE MEET TODAY, WE HAVE TO KROTE WITH A CONSIDERABLE MEASURE OF CONCERN THAT, IH THE COURSE OF 987, THE
{SRAELIPALESTINIAN TRACK OF MEGOTIATIONS HAS LARGELY BEEZN STALEMATED.

THE YEAR STARTED OFF WITH PROMISING ADVANCES ON THE ISSUE OF HEBROHN, JUST TO BE FOLLOWED BY VERY DISAFPOINTING
SETHBACKS THAT LINGERED FORt SOME |0 MONTHS., RECENTLY, THE HEGOTIATIHG PROGESS HAS RESTARTED WITH A SERIES OF
CONTACTS IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

THROUGHGUT | S&7, THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY BECAME INCREASINGLY ALARMED AT THE CONTINUED DETERIORATION OF
THE SITUATION ON THE GROUND, PARTICULARLY ON THE QUESTION OF ISRAEL! SETTLEMENT ACTIVITIES, THE PROLOKNGED CLOSURES
WITH BAMAGING ECONOMIC EFFECT AND THE EXACERBATION OF VIOLENGE AND TENSION. IT UNANIMOUSLY CONDEMNED THE BOMBING
ATTACKS WHICH RESULTED IN THE LOSS DF MANY INNOGENT UVES, AND CALLED UPON THE PARTIES NOT TO LET THE PEACE PROCESS
BE DERAILED BY THE ENEMIES OF PEACE. IT ALSO CALLED UPON THEM TO IMPLEMENT FULLY THE AGREEMENTS ALREARY REACHED
AND TO REFRAIN FROM UNILATERAL MEASURES THAT JEGPARDIZE THE PEACE PROCESS.

BOTH THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SECURITY COUNCIL ADDRESSED THE ISSUE OF ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS OH A RUMBER
OF OCCASIONS. THE SECURITY COUNGH. HAS TWICE MET ON THE ESTAHLISHMENT OF A NEW ISRAELl SETTLEMENT AT JapaL Al
GHNEIM, SOUTH OF EAST JERUSALEM, It HELD EXTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS ON THE ISSUE, BUT WAS UNABLE TO TAKE ACTION ON IT OWING
TO THE LACK OF UNANIMITY AMONG IT5 FERMANENT MEMBERS, THE FIFTY-FIRST SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMHLY WAS RESUMED
ON THIS QUESTION. AT THE TENTH EMERGEHNCY SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE 1SSUE OF SETTLEMENTS AND THE
RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOSLE WAS BROUGHT INTO SHARP FOCUS AGAIN. IS CONVENING BECAME YET ANOTHER DEMONSTRATION
OF THE LEVEL OF CONCERN AT THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS IN THE OCCUFIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY IN GEHERAL, AND
JERUSALEM IN PARTICULAR, AS A RESULT OF THE ISRAEL] GOVERNMENT'S SETTLEMENT POLUICIES.

THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMURITY, AS REPRESENTED IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, REPEATEDLY AFFIRMED
THAT THE PRINCIFLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND RELEVANT UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS,
N PARTICULAR SECURMY COUNGCIL. RESOLUTIONS 242 (1 967), 338 (1973} avp 425 (| 878), SHOULD BE RESPECTED. TrHESE
HESOLUTIONS, 50 OFTEM REFERRED TO, HAVE UNDERSCORED THE INADMISSIBILITY OF THE ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY BY WAR AND
ARE AT THE BAS|5 OF THE AGHEEMENTS FMEACHED BY THE PARTIES, WHICH SHOULD BE FULLY IMPLEMENTED

THOSE PRINCIFLES WERE REAFFIRMED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DURING THE DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE
i DECEMBER [D07. [N TS RESOLUTION 52/52 oF © DECEMBER 1987, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, WHILE EXFRESSING {TS FULL
SUPPORT FOR THE ONGOING PEACE PROCESS AND THE HECESSITY FOR COMMITMENT TO THE AFOREMENTIORED PRINCIPLES, CALLED
UPON THE CONCERNED PARTIES, THE CO-SPONSORS AND THE ENTIRE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO EXERT ALL THE RECESSARY
EFFORTS AND INITIATIVES TO BRING THE PEACE PROCESS BACK ON TRACK. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ALSO STRESSED THE NEED FOR
THE REALIZATION OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, PRIMARILY THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION, AND THE
WITHDRAWAL. OF 1SRAEL FROM THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORY OCCUPIED SINCE | ©67. [T EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE FOR THE UNITED
NATIONS TO BLAY A MORE ACTIVE AND EXPANDED ROLE IN THE CURRENT PEACE PROCESS AND IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. AS YOU KNOW, THIS RESOLUTION, ADOPTED BY AN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY, RECEIVED AN EVEN
GREATER SUPPORT THAN iN PREVIOUS YEARS.



IH CONCLUSION, | WOULD ALSO LEE TO RECALL THE GEMERAL ASSEMBLY'S POSITION THAT THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD
CONTIHUE. TO HAVE A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY WITH RESPECT TO THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE UNTIL THE QUESTION IS RESOLVED N
A SATISFACTORY MANNER N ACCORDARCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY. PEACE iN THE MIDDLE EAST MUST PREVAIL. T WILL NOT
BE POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, UNLESS THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE ARE ATTAINED. AS THE CURRENT PEACE PROCESS HAS
RECOGHIZED, THOSE RIGHTS ARE KEY TO ANY SERIOUS ENDEAVOURS TO ACHIEVE A SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION OF THE QUESTION OF
PALESTINE AND THE ARAB-ISRAELI CORFLICT IN GENERAL, IN THIS CONNECTION, | WISH TO COMMEND THE RESOLVE OF THE COMMITTEE
ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN ITS PERSISTENT EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE THAT GOAL
THROUGH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE IMPORTANT MANDATE ENTRUSTED TO IT BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

KOFT ANNAN
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
(STATEMENT DELIVERED BY SIR KIERAN PRENDERGAST,
UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS)

IT IS AN HONOUR FOR ME TO CONVEY A MESSAGE TO THIS CONFERENCE ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE BEING HELD UNDER
THE JOINT AUSPICES OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIZNAGLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIANM PEOPLE, THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES.

| WiSH TO EXPRESS GRATITUDE BOTH FOR THE HOSPITALITY OFFERED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF BELGIUM AND FOR THE
ASSISTANCE, PROVIDED TO THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETARIAT iH ORGANIZING THIS MEETING.

BELGIUM’S STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE OBJECTIVES AND WORK OF THE UHITED NATIONS I5 WELL-KNOWHN . THE COUNTRY'S
LOCATION AT THE HEART OF EUROPE AND ITS ROLE AS A SEAT OF EUROBEAN INSTITUTIONS ADD AN IMPORTANT DIMENSION TO THIS
EVENT, THE UNITED NATIONS 15 ALSO GRATEFUL FOR THE PERSONAL INTEREST IN THIS MEETING DEMONSTRATED BY Mis EXCELLENCY
THE FOREIGH MINISTER OF BELGIUM.

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO CONGRATULAYZ THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES
POR THEIR COOPERATION WITH THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS Of THE PALESTINIAN PEQPLE AND THE
DviStON FOR PALESTINIAN RIGHTS, AND FOR THEIR GENEROSITY IN SHOULDERING PART OF THE COSTS. WORKING TOGETHER IN THIS
MANMNER IS YET ANCTHER EXAMPLE OF THE ONGOING PRODUCTIVE COOPERATION BETWEEHN QUR RESPECTIVE ORGANIZATIONS, AS
CALLED POR N GENERAL ASSEMELY RESOLUTIONS.

LiKE EACH OF MY PREDECESSORS, | ATTACH HIGH PRIORITY TO THE SEARCH FOR A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT TO THE ARAS-
ISRAELI CONFLICT N THE MIDDLE EAST AND TS CORE QUESTION, THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE, THE CURRENT, PROLONGED
STALEMATE BETWEEN I1SRAEL AND THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION IS A SOURCE OF GREAT CONCERN . INDEED, THERE IS
FEAR THAT WITHOUT RENEWED MOMENTUM IN THE PEACE PROCESS, AND WITHOUT TANGIBLE SIGNS OF PROGHESS, THE SITUATION MAY
DETERIORATE FURTHER, Wi UNFORESEEABLE COHSEQUENCES. REGRETTABLY, HOWEVER, THE POSITIONS OF THE PARTIES REMAIN
AR APART,

AT SUCH A TIME [T 15 IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THE MANY HISTORIC ACHIEVEMENTS OF RECENT YEARS: MUTUAL RECOGNITION
8Y ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINE LIBERATION QRGANIZATION, THE SIGHING OF THE DECLARATION OF PRINGIPLES AND SUBSEQUENT
AGREEMENTS, THE WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAEL! FORCES FROM PARTS OF THE WEST BANK AND THE GAZA STRIF, AND THE BEGINNING OF
A PROCESS OF RECONCILIATION AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION AMOKG THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION.

THESE DEVELOPMENTS WERE WELCOMED WORLDWIDE AND GAVE RISE TO HOPE THAT AN IRREVERSIBLE TURNING POINT HAD BEEN
REACHED, THE PARTIES MUST HOT TURH BACK NOW; THEY MUST FIND IT IN THEMSELVES TO PERSEVERE. | CALL UPON ALL SIDES TO
TAKE THE DIFFICULT DECISIONS NEEDED TO BUILD ON THEIR IMPRESSIVE ACHIEVEMENTS AND MOVE TOWARDS A COMPREHENSIVE, JUST
AND LASTING SETTLEMENT BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES ENSHIIRED IN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 (1 S67) aND 338 (| 973)
AND REFLECTED IN THE OSLO ACCORDS,

It 1S NOW S50 YEARS SINCE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECIDED 1O PARTITION PALESTINE, “THE HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT SINGE
THEN, AND THE ADVANCES MADE SINCE THE MADRID CONFERENCE OF | B8 |, HAVE SHOWN THAT THE ROAD TO PEACE REQUIRES AN
END TO EXCLUSIVE CLAIMS, RESPECT FOR THE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS AND HEEDS OF ALL THE PARTIES, MUTUAL ACCOMMODATION AND
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE PEOPLES OF THE REGION.

THE ROAD TO PEACE REQUIRES THE PARTIES TO RESPECT AND IMPLEMENT FULLY THE AGREEMENTS THEY HAVE SIGNEDR, AND
TO REFRAIN FROM UNILATERAL ACTS THAT UNDERMINE TRUST AND EXAGERBATE TENSIONS., THE ROAD TO PEACE ALSO MAKES IT
ESSENTIAL. TO PUT AN END TO TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE AMONG PALESTINIANS AND [SRAELIS—-ACTS BY EXTREMISTS AIMED NOT QMNLY
AT IHHOCENT CIVILIANS BUT ALSO AT THE PEACE PROCESS MSELF.



THE CREATION OF ECONGMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS CONDUCIVE TO PEACE I5 ALSO OF FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE. THE
UniTED NATIONS HAS LONG PLAYED A CRUCHL ROLE IN THIS REGARD, ESPECIALLY THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGEHCY
FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN-THE NEAR EAST (UNRWA), THE UNITED NATIONS PRESERCE ALSO INCLUDES THE LUNITED NATIONS
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP) PROGRAMME OF ASSISTANCE TO THE PALESTINIAN ProeLE AND THE OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL
COORDINATOR I8 THE OCCUPHED TERRITORIES, DONOR COUNTRIES, FOR THEIR PART, AND IN PARTICULAR THOSE OoF THE EUROPEAN
UMNION, HAVE PROVIDED CRITICAL ASSISTANCE TO THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY .

THESE EFFORTS MUST CONTINUE UNHINDERED, PARTICULARLY IN THE LIGHT OF WOHRSENING ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN THE
GCCUPIED TERBITORIES AND THE GREAT CHALLENGES THAT REMAIN.

AS YOU KNOW, | HAD PLANNED TO VISIT THE MIDDLE EAST iN FEBRUARY | B8, IN ORDER TO UISTEN TO THE CONCERNS OF
THEE LEADERS AND PEOPLES OF THE REGION. UNFORTUNATELY, OWING TO CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND MY CONTROL, THE TRIP WAS
POSTPONED. BUT | WiLL. RESCHEDULE AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY.

TODAY, AS YOU MOBILIZE INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE PALESTINIAR PEOPLE, | WOULD UKE TO REAFFIRM THAT THE LNITED
NATIONS, AND | PERSONALLY AS IS SECRETARY-GENERAL, WILL CONTIRUE TO DO OUR UTMOST TO HELP THE PARTIES FIND A PEACEFUL
RESOLUTION TO THE COMPLEX ISSUES THEY FACE. TOO MANY DECADES HAVE PASSED WITHOUT PEACE. WE MUST DO ALL WE CAN
TO REALIZE THAT LONG-HELD ASPIRATION.

IBRA DEGUENE KA
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE
OF THE INALIENASBLE RIGHTS OF THE FALESTINIAN PEOPLE

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, IT IS5 A SPECIAL
PLEASURE FOR ME TO DISCHARGE THE DUTY OF EXPRESSING THARKS, ON BEHALF OF ALL THE FIGURES PRESENT HERE AND ON MY
OWN BEHALF, TO ERIK DERYCKE, MINISTER FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS OF BELGIUM

| WOULD REQUEST You, MR. MINISTER, TO CONVEY 1O HIS MAJESTY KING ALBERT #f, Prume MINISTER JEAN-LUC DEHAEKE
AHD THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT AS A WHOLE OUR AFPRECIATION FOR HAVING AGREED TO RECEIVE US HERE, N THE HEART OF
EUROPE, A GROWING EUROPE TO WHICH WE REMAIN DEEPLY ATTACHED.

| WISH TO EXMRESS MY DEEP GRATITUDE TO ALl THE SPECIHAL ENVOYS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENTS,
INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGARIZATIONS, UNITED NATIONS AGENHCIES, NON-GOVERKMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND CIVIL. SOCIETY.

YOUR PRESENGE N LARGE NUMSBERS OFFERS PROOF OF THE UNIVEASAL NATURE OF THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE, AND THIS
PRESENCE ALSO MARKS YOUR COMMITMENT TO HELFING TO SOLVE THIS ISRAELIARAB CRISIS WHICH HAS BEEN A SUBJECT OF
CONCERN FOR THE UNITED NATIONS FOR SOME 50 YEARS.

N ORGANIZING THIS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE i BRUSSELS IN SUPPORT OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE, THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE, THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES AND THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE
OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOFLE HAVE ONLY ONE AIM IN VIEW: TO MAKE AN EFFECTIVE CONTRIBUTION TO
RELAUNCHING THE PEACE PROGESS AND TO STRENGTHEN THE MOBILIZATION OF EURDPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL. PUBLIC OPINION S0
AS TO EHSURE THAT THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEDPLE ARE RESPECTED AND REALIZED IN FRACTICE.

AS YOU KNOW, THIS CONFLICT HAS PROVOKED FIVE WARS N THE MIDDLE EAST SINCE | D48, AND STILL CONTINUES TO
CONSTITUTE A GRAVE THREAT TO PEACE AND STABILITY N THAT REGION.

MANY RESOLUTIONS HAVE BEEN ADOPTED BY THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL AND GENERAL, ASSEMBLY, ARD MOST OF
THEM HAVE REMAINED A DEAD LETTER

THE SIGNATURE OF THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION IN | 983
MARKED A SIGNIFICANT HISTORIC STAGE IN THE LONG MARGH TOWARDS PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EasT. THAT DECLARATION LED TO THE
TRAHNSFER OF SOME POWERS TO THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY IN THE GAZA STRIP AND JERICHO, AND PUT A STOP TO THE
ACCELERATING CYCLES OF VIOLENCE, [T GENERATED A GREAT DEAL OF HOPE ON THE PART OF THE INTERRATIONAL COMMUNITY THAT
A PEACEFUL POLITICAL. SOLUTION COULD BE FOUND TO THAT DISTRESSING CONFLICT.

BUT IT MUST BE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IN THE PAST YEAR, THE HOPE THAT AROSE OUT OF THOSE AGREEMENTS HAS STEADILY
WANED, AND TODAY ‘1HE PEACE PROCESS 1S DEADLOCKED. THERE HAS EVEN BEEN A BACKSLIDING, IF NOT A CALLING INTO QUESTION
OF THE COMMITMENTS FREELY ENTERED INYC 8Y THE OCCUPYING PoOwWER.



TO THIS MAY BE ADDED THE CONTINUATION OF THE ILLEGAL. POLICY OF PORCED SETTLEMENT OF PALESTINIAN LAND, THE
VIOLATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL STATUS OF JERUSALEM, REFEATED VIOLATIONS OF THE HUMAK RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE,
AS WELL AS PUNITIVE EXPEDITIONS AND DELIBERATE ACTS OF PROVOCATION BY ARMED SETTLERS AGAINST INHOCENT CIVILIAN GROUPS,

IH ECOHOMIC AND SOCIAL TERMS, THE FREQUENT CLOSURE OF THE BORDERS OF THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES COSTS THE
YOUNG PALESTINIAN ECONOMY ALMOST $ | © MILLION PER DAY,

THE FALESTINIAN PEOPLE EXPECTED A QUALTATIVE IMPROVEMENT IN TS RIGHTS FOLLOWING THE ADOPTION OF THE
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES, BUT If HAS TO BE ACKHOWLIEDGEDR THAT TODAY THE PALESTINIANS HAVE LOST ALL THEIR LLLISIONS,
AS THE STATUS OF THEIR RIGHTS AS A PEOPLE CONTINUES TO WORSEM DAY BY DAY, DESPITE THE REPEATED APPEALS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUHNITY.

THE PALESTINIANS HAVE THE RIGHT TO DEVELOBMENT, THEY MUST BE GUARANTEED FREE AGCESS TO PLACES OF WORSHIP,
THEIR CHILDREN MUST BE ABLE TO ENJOY A PROPER EDUCATION AHD THEIR LIVES AND THEIR GOODS MUST BE PROTECTED, TOGETHER
WITH THEIR FREEDOM TO TRAVEL BACK AND FORTH. THESE ARE PUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS FOR WHICH REMINDERS SHQULD NOT
BE NECESSARY IN THIS FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY YEAR OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS,

IN SHORT, ADEQUATE STERS MUST BE TAKEN TO ENSURE THAT THE PALESTINIANS THEMSELVES EXERCISE THEIR SOVEREIGNTY
OVER THEIR OWH LAND, AS A STATE,

THE LEGAL INSTRUMENTS EXIST, THEY ARE THE VERY DEZCISIONS ADOPTED BY THE UNITED NATIONS OVER A PERIOD OF MANY
DECADES AS INSTRUMENTS OF A PEACEFUL AND LASTING SETTLEMENT OF THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS. | AM REFERRING TO GENERAL,
ASEEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 181 () oF 1947 anp 194 (i) oF 1948, AND SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 237 (1967), 242
{1967), 338 (I1B73), 425 (1978) AND 497 (198 1),

IN CONCLUSION, ALLOW ME TO MAKE A FURTHER SOLEMN CALL FROM THIS PLATFORM TQ THE CO-SPONSORS OF THE PEACE
PROCESS, THE EUROFEAN UNION, ALL COUNTRIES AND ALL THOSE OF GOODWILL TO EHSURE THAT ALL OF US TOGETHER, WITH THE
UNITED NATIONS, INCREASE OUR EFFORTS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE SPEEDY RESUMPTION OF THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS

WE MUST MOBILIZE, AND DO SO RAPIDLY, FOR NOTHING I5 MORE DESTRUCTIVE FOR A SOCIETY THAN FOR ITS PEOPLE TO FEEL
THAT THEY ARE BEING TREATED DIFFERENTLY FROM OTHERS,

LET US ENSURE THAT THE HIGHLY SYMBOLIC CHANGES OF POUTICAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE WHIGH THE FEACE PROCESS
GENERATED IH | 593 CONTINUE TO FOSTER A MOMENTUM FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST IN WHICH ALL THE
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PEOPLES, ALl PEQOPLES, WILL BE RESPECTED.

LET US ENSURE A NEW DAWN OF PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT FOR THE MIDDLE EAST, THAT REGION WHICH IS5 HISTORY'S AND THE
WORLD'S CROSSROADS, IN GRDER THAT, IN COHCORD AND FRATERNITY, THE [SRAEL] AND ARAB PEOPLES, WHOM (GOD CREATED TO
LIVE TOGETHER, MAY JOIN FORCES TO MAKE A LEAP INTO THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY, NURTURING EVERY HOPE AND CREATIMG EVERY
PREREQUISITE FOR THE!IR PEOPLES TO CO-HABIT AND DEVELOP TOGETHEH,

AZZEDINE LARAKI
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENGE

| WOULD LIKE TO SALUTE, WITH GREAT PLEASURE, THE PRESENCE AMONG US TODAY OF PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT.

ALLOW ME ALSO TO EXPRESS MY THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE
InALtENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND TO ITS CHAIRMAN, |BRA DEGUENE KA, FOR THEIR EFFECTIVE WORK IN
FUBLICIZING THE PALESTINE QUESTION AND EXPLAINING {TS DIMENSIONS. [N SO DOING, THE COMMITTEE HAS CONTRIBUTED TO
ENHANCING INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE JUST STRUGGLE WAGED BY THE PALESTINIAN PEORLE TO REGAIN THEIR INALIENABLE
AND IMPRESCRIPTIBLE HATIONAL RIGHTS.

| AM ALSO PLEASED TO EXPRESS MY THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO THE GOVERNMENT Of BELGIUM FOR THE ARRANGEMENTS
AND FACILITIES IT HAS CONTRIBUTED AND WHICH HAVE MADE IT POSSIBLE TO CONVERE THIS CONFERENCE,

QOUR CONFERENCE 13 TAKING PLACE SEVERAL YEARS AFTER THE LAUNCHING OF THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS, AND ‘THE
SIGNING OF THE INTERIM SELF-RULE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION AND 1SRAEL. REGRETTABLY,
HOWEVER, WE ARE WITNESSING A HALT IN THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS AND AN INCREASED TENSION, WHICH THREATENS TO UNDERMINE
THE PEACE PROCESS AND TO BRING BAGHK THE CLIMATE OF CONFLICT TO THE REGION, THE DIRECT CAUSE OF THIS DEVELOPMENT IS
THE INTRANSIGENCE OF THE ISRAEL GOVERNMENT AND ITS REFUSAL TO ABIDE BY THE AGREEMENTS SIGHED IN THE FRAMEWORK OF
THE PEACE PROCESS AND TO RECOGHIZE THE PRINCHLES UNDERPINHING THIS PROCESS .



CONCOMITANT WITH THESE ISRAEL] STANDS IS A SERIOUS ESCALATION OF THE INHUMAN AND ILLEGAL PRACTICES AND MEASURES
EXERGISED BY THE ISHAELI OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES AGAINST THE PALESTINIAN PEORLE, AMONG THESE PRACTICES ARE ARRESTS
YHAT LAST FOR LONG PERIODS WITHOUT ANY CHARGES MADE OR TRIALS HELD, AND CRUEL TORTURE IN THE PRISONS. MOREOVER,
IN FLAGRANT DEFIANCE OF THE WILl OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND THE RESOLUTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY, THE
ISRAEL] GOVERNMENT PERSISTS IN ITS POLICY OF COLDNIZATION IN THE FALESTINIAN TERRITORIES BY ESTABLISHING HEW SETTLEMENTS
AND EXFANDING EXISTING ONES. THESE PRACTICES AND MEASURES CONSTITUTE A BRAZEN VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND OF ALL
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND AGREEMENTS, IN PARTICULAR THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVERTION OF | 949 RELATIVE TO THE
PROTECTION OF CiVILIANS PERSONS IN TIME OF War, oF | 2 AucusT 18409,

THE ISRAELS OGCURPATION AUTHORITIES ARE MAKING MASSIVE EFFORTS TO CHANGE THE CIVILIZATIONAL AHD CULTURAL LANDMARKS
AS WELL AS THE DEMOGRAFPHIC SET UP OF AL-QUDS AL-SHARIF. IT IS SEALING OFF THE CITY AHD ISOLATING IT FROM OTHER
PALESTINIAN TOWNS AND VILLAGES; PREVENTING PALESTINIAN CITIZENS FROM ENTERING THE CITY FOR WORSHIP, AND TRYING TO EMPTY
THE CITY OF ITS ARAB FPALESTINIAN INHABITANTS BY WITHDRAWING THEIR IDENTITY PAPERS AND CONFISCATING THEIR PROPERTY. THE
AlM OF THESE PRACTICES, WHICH ARE CONTRARY TO THE PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL. LAW AND TG THE RESOLUTIONS OF
INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY, 15 TO PRESENT THE WORLD WITH A FAIT ACCOMPLI, THEREBY PREJUDGING THE GUTCOME OF THE
NEGOTIATIONS ON THE FINAL STATUS OF THE CITY IM CONTRAVENTION OF THE AGREEMENTS CONCLUDED IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE
PEAGE PROCESS.

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, WHICH HAS CONSTANTLY WELCOMED THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE
COURAGE OF THE CONCERNED PARTIES IN FORGING AHEAD TO KHSURE THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE SET OBJECTIVES, IS TODAY CALLEDR
UPON TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BRING ABOUT FEACE AND SECURITY THE PALESTINIAN PECPLE EXPECT THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY TO PLAY THE ROLE REQUIRED OF IT OCCUPATION HAS LASTED TOO LONG AND RIGHTS ARE STiLL, USURPED AND FREEDOMS
DENIED. CONTINUATION OF THIS SITUATION CONSTITUTES A THAEAT TO SECURITY AND STABILITY |H THE REGION. THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE ASPIRE TO JUST AND COMPREMENSIVE PEACE AS THE BESY GUARANTEE OF SECURITY, STABILITY AND DEVELOFMENT IN THE
REGION.

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE HOLDS THAT THERE ARE INDEFECTIBLE LINKS BETWEEN RIGHT ANO PEACE AND
THAT THE DENIAL OF RIGHTS INEVITABLY LEADS TO VIOLENCE AND TENSION, HENCE OUR COMMITMENT TO PEACE AS A STRATEGIC
OPTION BASED ON RIGHT, JUSTICE AND THE EXERCISE OF SOVEREIGHTY BY THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE OVER THEIR OWN TERRITORY,
THIS IS A SINE QUA NOM THAT REQUIRES THE END OF ISRAZL] OCCUBATION OF THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES AND THE EXEACISE OF
THE INALIENABLE AND IMPRESCRIFTIBLE NATIONAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. WE ALSO URGE THE RESUMPTION OF PEAGE
NEGOTIATIONS O THE SYRIAN AND LEBANESE TRACKS, ON THE BASIS OF THE SAME PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THEY WERE LAUNCHED,
AND PROM THE POINT WHERE THEY HAD BEEN INTERRUPTEDR. WE FURTHER URGE ALL PARTIES TO ADHERE TO, AND IMPLEMENT, THE
AGHREEMENTS AND TREATIES ARRIVED AT WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE PEACE PROCESS.

PEAGE iS A COLLECTIVE AND IMPERATIVE EFFORT WHICH CAN NEITHER BE IMPOSED HOR EVADED. IT GAN ONLY BE REALIZED
WITH THE COMMITMENT OF ALL PARTIES TO THE FOUNDATIONS UPON WHICH IT iS5 BASED. WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT OUR JOINT &FF’EDRT’S
Wikl CONTRIBUTE TO SAFEGUARDING THE RIGHT OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE TO EXERCISE THEIR NATIONAL AND LEGITIMATE RIGHTS;
THAT PEACE AND STABIFTY WILL BE REALIZED IH THE MIDDLE EAST AND THAT A CLIMATE OF TOLERANCE AND COEXISTENCE WiLL PREVAIL
AMONG ITS PEOPLES. WE ARE VERY HOPEFUL TO ACHHIEVE THESE GOALS AND WE SHALL MAKE EVERY EFFORT IN THIS DIRECTION.

SAID KAMAL.
ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES
(ON BEHALF OF AHMED ESMAT ABDEL MEGUID,
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES)

1 AM HAFPY TO SPEAK TO YOU OK BEHALF OF AHMED ESMAT ABbEL MEGUID, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB
‘STATES, WHO SENDS HIS GREETINGS TO YOU ALL, TOGETHER WITH HIS APPRECIATION OF YOUR COOPERATION AND OF YOUR
RESPONSE TO THE CONVENING OF THIS IMPORTANT CONFEREHCE 4 SUPPORT Of THEZ INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE. HE WOULD HAVE BEEN WITH US HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE SITUATION N THE REGION, WHICH MADE IT NECESSARY FOR HIM
TO REMAIN I CAIRO. YOUR PRESENGE HERE TODAY REPRESENTS A NATURAL EXTENSION OF THE FOSITIONS YOI HAVE TAKEN N
SUPPORT OF SUCH RIGHTS, AND IT 15 A CONFIRMATION OF YOUR COMMITMENT AND THAT OF THE COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS YOU
REPRESENT TO THE VALUES OF JUSTICE AND FEACE INGULCATED BY ALL DIVINELY REVEALED RELIGIONS AND ENSHRIRED IN THE
CONSTITUTIONS OF CIVILIZED STATES AND THE FOLNDING CHARTERS OF INTERNATIONAL. ORGANIZATIONS. | SHOULD UKE, ON BEHALF
OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, TO CONVEY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM QUR GRATITUDE FOR HOSTING
1His CONFERENCE AND FOR ALL ‘THE FACILITIES IT HAS MADE AVAILABLE.



AS YOU KNOW, THIS CONFERENCE, WHICH IS BEING MELD THROUGH THE JOINT EFFORTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, AS
REPRESENTED BY ITS COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIERABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, OF THE ORGANIZATION
OF THE 1SLAMIC CONFERENCE AND OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, IS AN EXPRESSION OF THE FAITH OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS IN
THE VALLIES OF PEACE AND JUSTICE AND OF "THEIR COMMITMENT, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR FOUNDING CHARTERS AND THEIR VERY NATURE,
TO THE STABILITY, PEACE AND PROGRESS OF THEIR MEMBER STATES AND OF ALL MANIIND. IT IS ALSO AN EXPRESSION OF THEIR DEEP
INVOLVEMENT IN THE CAUSE OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, AN ISSUE THAT HAS EXISTED FOR SOME HALF CENTURY WITHOUT FINDING
A LASTING SOLUTION DESFITE A HUGE NUMBER OF MEETINGS AND RESOLUTIONS AND, FURTHERMORE, DESFITE THE THOUSANDS OF
PALESTINIAN DEAD AND WOUNDBED AND THE MILLIONS OF DISPLACED AND OPPRESSED THAT HAVE BEEN (TS VICTIMS.

THERE 18 HO HEED FOR ME TO GO BACK TO THE ROOT CAUSES OF THE ISSUE OR TO THE REASONS FOR WHICH THE FPEOPLE
OF PALESTINE WAS DEPRIVED OF THE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS IN WHOSE SUPPORT WE ARE GATHERED HERE TORAY, THERE 1S NO NEED
FOR ME TC LAUNCH INTO A REVIEW OF THE VARIOUS STAGES OF THE ODIOUS, HISTORIC OPPRESSION THAT DESCENDED URON IT OWING
TO GLOBAL CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THE GREAT POWERS COMPETEDR TO ADVANCE, THEIR INTERESTS WITHOUT REGARD FOR THE
RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF THIS PEOPLE, ITS HOMELAND WAS THUS USURPED IN ITS ENTIRETY, IT5 BASIC RIGHTS WERE VIOLATES, AND
IT WAS SUBJECTED 10O RECURRENT SLAUGHTER AND EXPULSION. FOR HALF A CENTURY IT HAS BEEN SUFFERING BITTEALY, WHILE THE
FRATERNAL ARAB PEOPLES SUFFER WITH {Y, UNDER THE TYRANNOUS POLICIES ARD PRACTICES OF THE ISRAEL OCCUPATION.

DESPITE ALL THE INJUSTICE DONE TO SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, [T DID NOT LOSE HOPE OF
VICYORY AND JUSTICE,  IT PERSEVERED, WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE ARAB STATES, RESOLUTELY AND FAITHFULLY, IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR FREEDOM, NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN IHDEPENDENT STATE WITH ITS CAPITAL AT JERUSALEM, THE
SUCCESSIVE RESOLUTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE MOST RECENT BEING GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION ES. 1 0/3 "UnminG
FOR PEACE', MAVE PROVIDED SURPORT TO THIS PEOPLE AND HAVE STRENGTHENED ITS CONFIDENGE IN ITS SENSE OF BELONGING
WITHIN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY,

THIS HAS MADE IT MORE COMMITTED TO TS RIGHTS AND MORE COVETOUS OF FREEDOM AND FEACE, INASMUCH AS IT PROCLAIMED
ITS PEACE INITIATIVE WHEN PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT SPOKE FROM THE PODIUM OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN {974, HE THEN
RENEWED THE INITIATIVE AT THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN GENEVA IN | D88 AND THEN
PARTICIPATED It THE MADRID PEACE CONFERENCE OF | 991 ON THE BASIS OF A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE OF
ARAB STATES, THEN CAME THE AGREEMENTS OF | 993 AND THE SUBSEQUENT SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION AND ISRAEL.

THE LEAGUE OF ARAR STATES HAS SURPORTED THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN ITS QUEST FOR PEACE, JUST AS IT HAS SUPPORTED
T IN TS STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE. THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES WAS AN EARLY SUPPORTER OF THE FPEACE PROCESS, EVEN
PRIOR TO THE CONVENING OF THE MADRID CONFERENCE. AT ITS SEETEMBER 19D SESSION, THE COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE
ADOPTED A RESOLUTION WELCOMING THE EFFORTS BEING MADE FOR THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A JUST, COMPREMENSIVE AND LASTING
PEACE IH THE MIDDLE EAST AND SUPPORTING THE ARAS STATES DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE NEGOTIATIONS.

FOLLOWING THE SIGNING 1IN WASHINGTON, D C., IN SEPTEMBER | D93 OF THE AGREEMENT CONCLUDED IN 0s1.0, THE COUNCHL.
OF THE LEAGUE, AT ITS SESSION HELD IN THAT SAME MONTH, STATED THAT IT REGARDED THE AGREEMENT AS AN IMPORTANT FIRST STER
TOWARDS THE APFLICATION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF LAND FOR PEACE AND ONE THAT MUST BE SUPPLEMENTED 8Y FURTHER RAPID STEPS
ON ALL NEGOTIATING TRAGHKS. THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES MAINTAINED [TS SUPPORT FOR THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE LIGHT OF
THE ARABS' BELIEF THAT FEAGE IS A STRATEGIC CHOICE. THE HOPE WAS THAT GENUINE PROGRESS WOULD BE MADE IN THE PROCESS,
AND IT MIGHT WELL HAVE BEEN BUT FOR THE POUCIES PURSUED BY THE PRESENT ISRAELI GOVERNMENT UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF
BENJAMIN NETANYAHU .

ALL THE INDICATIONS ARE, HOWEVER, THAT THE CURRENT ISRAELI GOVERNMENT LACKS ENTHUSIASM FORM THE PEACE PROCGESS
AHD THAT IT OPPOSES AlL OF THE PRINCIPLES ON WHIGH IT iS BASED. DESPITE THE POSITIVE STANGE TAKEN BY THE PALESTINIANS
AND THE ARABS AND THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS BEING MADE TO MAINTAIN THE PROCESS UNTH. SUCH TIME AS IT PRODUGCES A
COMPREHENSIVE AND JUST PEACE, THE POLICIES PURSUED BY THE NETANYAHU GOVERNMENT SINGE IT CAME TO POWER HAVE
REMAINED THE SAME AND HAVE INDEED BECOME MORE INTRANSIGENT FROM GNE DAY TO THE HEXT, THEY ARE EXEMPLIFIED BY THE
CONTINUED PURSUIT OF THE SETTLEMENT POLICY, THE EXPROPRIATION OF LAMD, THE IMPOSITION OF ECONOMIC BLOCKADES AND
COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENTS ON THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, PROCRASTINATION IN THE NEGOTIATIONS, AND GENERAL DISREGARD FOR THE
AGREEMENTS SIGNED BY THE PREVIOUS ISRAELI GOVERNMENT WITH THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION AND EVEN AN
ENDEAVOUR TO UNDERMINE THEM, AS 1S HAPPENING ON THE PALESTINIAN TRACK, Of TO SUSPEND THEM, AS IS HAPPENING ON THE
SYRIAN AND LEBANESE TRACKS AT THE SAME TIME, THE ISRAEL GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO ESCALATED ITS REPEATED ATTACKS ON
SOUTHERN LEBANON AND THE WESTERN BEKAA AND IS PERSISTING IN THE FURSUIT OF ITS SETTLEMENT POLICY IN THE QCCURIED
SYRIAN ARAB GOLAN,

EVERYONE NOW KNOWS THAT THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT IN ISRAEL 15 PURSUING A POLICY THAT 15 DFPQSED TO THE PEACE
PROCESS AND ITS VARIOUS MECHANISMS. [T IS THEREBY CHALLENGING ARAB AND PALESTINIAN RIGHTS ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE UNITED
NATIONS AND ALSO CHALLENGING ALL THE PRINGCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY AND THE INTERNATIONAL, COVENANTS
ESTABLISHING THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES, INCLUDING THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, TO EXERCISE SELF-DETEAMINATION AND TO ENJOY
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THEIR RESOURCES.

1o

I



FACED WITH A SHUATION IN WHICH ISRAEL, APEEARS TO BE TRYING TO IMPOSE A STATE OF KO w.aﬁ AND NO PEACE, AT IS
SppreMesR | 997 SESSION THE COUNCIL OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES CONSIDERED THE STATUS OF THE PEACE PROCESS IN
THE MIDDLE EAST AND DWELT AT LENGTH ON THE DANGERS OF CURRENT 1SRAELI POLICY AND TS DEVASTATING IMPACT ON THE PEACE
PROCESS. T ALSO CONSIDERED ALL THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS BEING MADE TO SALVAGE THE PEACE PROCESS, BRING IT BACK
ON TRACK AHD ADVANCE iT TOWARDS THE REALIZATION OF THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH T WAS BASED, AS REPRESENTED BY THE
HELEVANT UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS AND THE FPRINCIPLE OF LAND FOR PEACE.

MUCH HAS BEEN EXPECTED OF THE INTENSIVE TALKS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION TO WHIGH
THE LINITED STATES HAS BEEN A PARTY AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS., WE AT THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, LIKE ALt WHO CHERISH
PEACE, HAVE BEEN PROMPTED BY THE HOPE THAT THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS LED BY THE UNITED STATES AS A MAJOR SPONSOR
OF THE PEACE PROCESS WOULD SUCCEED IN INDUCING [SRAEL TO BE BOUND BY THE PRINCIPLES OF THE PEACE PROCESS AND BY
THE AGREEMENTS REACHED N THAT PRAMEWORK., THERE HAS NOT, HOWEVER, BEEN ANY CHANGE IR ISRAEL'S FOSITION THUS FAR,
AND WE HAVE SEEMN NO COMPLIANCE WITH ITS OBUGATIONS ON THE GROUND. THIS MEANS, MOST REGRETTABLY, THAT WE ARE FACED
WITH AN [MPASSE AND THAT THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS AHD THOSE OF THE UNITED STATES REQUIRE AN ADDITIONAL, IMPETUS AND
NEED TO BE IMBUED WITH A NEW SPIRIT iN KEEPING WITH THE PRESSING NEED TO SAFEGUARD THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE MIDDLE
EAST AND A RENEWAL OF THE SPIRIT OF OPTIMISM THAT PREVAILED AT THE OUTSET AND THAT WOULD PROTECT US ALL FROM THE
DAHNGERS OF DESPAIR AND HATRED AND BAR THE WAY TO ACTS OF EXTREMISM AND VIOLENCE AND PERHAPS EVEN WAR AND
DESTRUCTIGN .

N MARCH | 98 THE COUNGIL OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES WILL HOLD ITS ONE HUNDRED AND HINTH REGULAR SESSION.
AS AT PREVIOUS SESSIONS, IT WiLL CONSIDER ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ON ITS AGEHNDA, NAMELY THE ARAB-ISRAELI
CONFLICT AND THE PEACE PROCESS T WILL REVIEW THE SITUATION IN ITS ENTIRETY IN THE LIGHT OF THE PRESENTATIONS MADE BY
THE MINISTERS FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE ARAB STATES AND OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE REGION AFFECTING THE
QUESTION OF PALESTINE. THE MINISTERS WiLL CERTAINLY TAKE AS THEIR POINT OF DEPARTURE THE FINAL COMMUNIQUE OF THE ARAB
SUMMIT CONPERENGE HELD AT CAIRO N JURE 1 D86, WHICH AFFIRMED THE ARAB COMMITMENT TO PEACE AS A STRATEGIC CHOICE,
WHILE ALSO LINKING ANY GENUINE PROGHESS WITH ISRAEL'S DISCHARGE OF ITS DBLIGATIONS AND WITH ITS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
THE ARAB AND PALESTINIAN RIGHTS SET FORTH IH THE INSTRUMENTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS . THE COMMUNIQUE
WAS ALSO BASED ON THE NUMEROUS RESOLUTIONS OF THE COUNCIL ITSELF RELATING TC THE TERMS OF THE ARAB POSITION,

THERE CAN ALSC BE NO DOUBT THAT A MAJOR GUESTION WILL BE RAISED CONCERNING THE ROLE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY IH AND INTERHATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE iIMPLEMENTATION OF THE RELEVANT UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS AND
COMPLIANCE WITH THE AGREEMENTS CONCLUDED BY THE FARTIES TO THE CONFLICT IN THE MipbLE EAST THAT WERE FOSTERED AND
WITHESSED BY THE CO-SPONSORS OF THE PEAGE PROGESS. T WILL BE CLEAR TO EVERY ARAB CITIZEN THAT ISRAEL 15 UNJUST IN
TS DEALINGS WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN CONRECTION WITH I'T5 BASIC RIGHTS. THIS 1S PARNLELED BY THE INJUSTICE OF
CERTAIN PARTIES iN THE INTERMNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN THEIR APPROACH TO THE RESGLUTIONS N QUESTION WHEN THEY INSIST, IN
A GRIEVOUS AND REGRETTABLE MAHNER, OH USING DOUBLE STANDARDS WHEN ADDRESSING DIFFERENT ISSUES AND CONFLICTS.
REFERENCE MUST BE MADE HERE TO THE POSITIVE POSITIONS TAKEN BY THE EUROPEAN UNION IN COHNNECTION WITH THE FEAGE
PROCESS AND TO ITS SUPPORT FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE PALESTIMIAN TERRITORY.

THIS SENSE OF INJUSTICE PRESENTS THE SUPPORTERS OF PEACE WITH A CRUEL DILEMMA AND FILLS THE SITUAYION OF
DEADLOCK THAT ISRAEL 1S TRYING TO IMPOSE ON THE REGION WITH HAZARDS AHD SURPRISES THAT WILL RETURN THE REGION TO THE
INSTABILITY OF PREVIOUS YEARS IN ORDER TO PROMOTE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUBSTANCE OF ISRAEL'S DESTRUCTIVE POLICY
OF FRAGMENTING THE REGION INTO PETTY STATES, THIS IS THE MOST DANGEROUS THREAT TO THE PEACE PROCESS AND TO REGIONAL
SECURITY.

HESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SITUATION WE ARE TRYING TO DEPICT N AlLL CANDOUR AND CLARITY, AND FROM WHICH WE AND ALL.
THOSE COMMITTED TO PEACE ARE TRYING TO EXTRICATE OURSELVES, FALLS PRIMARILY OR THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL BECAUSE OF
TS INTHANSIGENCE AND ITS DEMIAL OF THE BASIC RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. IT 1S ALSO UP 1O ISRAEL]I SOCIETY AND ITS
ACTIVIST FORCES TO MAKE U THEIR MINDS IN FAVOUR OF PEACE AND TO PARTICIPATE IN MAKING A GEHUINE FEACE AND IN
COHFRONTING THE FOLICIES THAT WOULD DESTROY IT.

THE INTERNATIONAL. COMMUNITY AND TS CORCERNED INSTITUTIONS AND STATES CANNOT BE ARSOLVED COF RESPONSIBILITY FOR
HE RETURN OF TENSION TO THE MIDDLE EAST. THE AGREEMENTS AND RESOLUTIONS THEY HAVE AT HAND MUST BE IMPLEMENTED,;
THE INTERESTS THEY HAVE IN THE REGION ARE WORTH PROTECTING; AND THEY HAVE EXCELLENT RELATIONS WITH THE STATES OF THE
REGION, SUCH AS THOSE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEZL. ALl OF THESE ARE ELEMENTS THAT ARE ADEQUATE AND, IF WELL
USED, ABLE TO EXERT INFLUENCE TO PREVENT ISRAEL FROM SABOTAGING THE PEACE PROCESS AND THREATENING AN IMPORTANT
REGION SUCH AS THE MIDDLE EAST IN CONNECTION WITH A SENSITIVE ISSUE SUCH AS THAT QF PALESTINE.

THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, FLILLY CONFIDENT OF YOUR DESIRE TO SERVE PEACE, SECURITY AND INTERNATIONAL STABILITY,
AFFIRMS ITS CONCERN FOR A JUST AND COMPREHENSIVE PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST BASEDR ON THE NORMS OF INTERNATIQONAL
LEGIMIMACY AND GONDUCIVE TO THE RESTORATION OF RIGHTS TO THOSE TO WHOM THEY ARE DUE, AND PRIMARILY THE RIGHT OF THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE TO EXERCISE SELF-DETERMINATION AND ESTABLISH AN INDEPENDENT STATE WITH ITS GAPITAL. AT JERUSALEM.
THE LEAGUE LOOKS FORWARD, WiTH COMPLETE TRUST AND OFTIMISM, TO YOUR CONFERENCE AND TO THE REPORTS IT WILL TRANSMIT
TO YOUR COUNTRIES, PEOPLES AND ORGANIZATIONS
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CARLOS LEMOS SIMMONDS
VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE RErUBLIC OF COLOMBIA
(ON BEHALF OF ERNESTO SAMPER PiZANO, PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA
AND CHAIRMAN OF THE MOVEMENT OF NON-ALIGHED COUNTRIES)

| WOULD LIKE TO BEGIHN 8Y THANKING THE SPONSORS OF THIS CONFERENCE, THE MEMBER STATES AND THE MEMBERS OF THE
COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PECRLE, AS WELL AS THEZ ORGANIZATION OF THE
ISLAMIC CONFERENCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES FOR THEIR INTIATIVE 1N CONVENING THIS IMPORTANT MEETING. THIS
CONPERENCE PROVIDES AN OFPORTUNITY FOR THE NON-ALIGHED GOUNTRIES TO MEET AT A SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN ORDER TO RESTATE
THEIR VISION AND CONCERN FOR THE SITUATION OF THE PALESTINIAN RPEOPLE,,

| ALSO WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT'S SUPPORT FOR THIS EVENT WHICH FOSTERS DISCUSSION ON THE
QUESTION OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEORLE IN A CONTINENT 'THAT IS GALLED TO RPLAY AN INCREASINGLY
DECISIVE PART IN THE FUTURE OF THE MiDDLE EAST,

| SHOULD ALSO THAMK THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR JOINING US ON THIS OGCASION. THE ROLE OF THIS
UNITED NATIONS BODY IN THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS HAS BEEN CRUCIAL,

| FINALLY MUST THANK THE PRESIDENT OF THE PalLESTINIAN AUTHORITY, YASSER ARAFAT, FOR HONOURING US WITH HIS
PRESENCE . ONGE AGAIN WE WISH TO EXPRESS THE SOLIDARITY OF THE MOVEMENT OFf NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES 1N THE JUST
STRUGGLE OF HIS PEOPLE.

GIVEN THE CRITICAL AND UNCERTAIN STATE N WHICH THE MIDDLE. EAST PEACE PROCESS FINDS ITSELF AT PRESENT AND IN SPITE
OF THE UNDENIABLE PROGRESS MADE BY THE PALESTINIANS IN RECENT YEARS, THE OUTCOME OF THEIR SEARCH FOR INDERENDENCE
AND SELF-DETERMINATION GIVES US CAUSE FOR GRAVE CONGCERN

IT CAN NO LONGER BE DEMIED THAT THE PEACEFUL CLIMATE THAT HAD BRIEFLY EXISTED DURING THE PROCESS OF
RECONCILIATION BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND [SRAELIS HAS DETERIORATED TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT ANY REAL POSSIBILITY oF
REACHING A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 1S KOW IN QUESTION,

AT THIS PRECARIOUS JUNCTURE IN THE HISTORY OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, | WOULD LIKE TO EXPLAIN HOW THE MOVEMENT
OF NON-ALIGHED COUNTRIES REGARDS THIS ISSUE WHICH HAS BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF THEIR CONGERN AND TO WHICH S0 MUCH
EFFORT HAS BEEN DEVOTED,

THE INTERNATIONAL. COMMUNITY MUST INSIST ON RESEECT FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW, ON RESPECT FOR THE RESOLUTIONS OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SECURITY COUNCIL THAT ARE iN FORCE, AHND ON RESPECT FOR INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
¥ OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES, INCLUDING JERUSALEM.

AS THE MOVEMENT OF NON-ALIGHED COUNTRIES HAS REPEATEDLY STRESSED, THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENTS DECISION TG
CONTINUE ITS POLICY OF SETTLEMENTS IN CCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, AND SPECIFICALLY IN JERUSALEM, DIVERGES FROM THE
SPIRIT OF THE OSLO ACCORDS, SO ERDDING THE FRAGILE CLIMATE OF TRUST ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE PARTIES SUCH POLICIES
ALSO SEEK TO INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME Of NEGOTIATIONS ON PERMANENT STATUS AND CONTRAVENE INTERNATIONAL LAW.

ISRAEL MUST APERECIATE THAT THE ONLY WAY IT CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE CLIMATE OF TRUST REQUIRED BY ANY PHRHOCESS OF
UNDERSTANDING IS BY DULY COMPLYING WITH THE ACCORDS iT HAS ENTERED INTO AND WITH UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS.

THE SECURITY COUNCIL MUST ADOMT A FIRM STANCE TO SECURE RESPECT FOR ITS OWN RESOLUTIONS AND FOR INTERNATIONAL
LW, [T 18 THEREPORE INCOMPREHENSIBLE HOW, AT THIS CRITICAL POINT WHEN THE PEACE PROCESS AND INTERNATIOHAL. SECURITY
ARE AT RISK, THE SECURITY COUNCIL FALS TO HEED CALLS TO JOINT ACTION BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND BY THE
OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF TS OWN MEMBERS, THE WORLD ORDER WILL BE ERODED iF COUNTRIES DECIDE TO ENFORCE SELECTIVELY
SOME LAWS AND UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS WHILE DISREGAHDING QR DELAYING COMPLIANCE WITH OTHERS,

AT A TIME WHEN THE IMPORTANCE OF PREVENTION IN MAINTAINING INTERNATIONAL PEACE IS HIGHLIGHTED, IT DOES NOT MAKE
SENSE TO IGNORE DETERIORATING CONDITIONS IH A REGION WHICH, AFTER SO MANY YEARS, WAS FINDING A WAY TOWARDS PEACE.

ONE OF THE GRAVEST AREAS OF CONCERN FOR THE MOVEMENT OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES AT PRESENT IS THAT OF THE
ECOHOMIC AND SOCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PALESTINIAN POPULATION. BEMIND THE EOLITICAL ASPECTS OF THE PALESTINIAN-
ISRAELI CONFLICT THERE IS A HUMAN QUESTION WHICH MUST BE ADDRESSED TO GUARANTEE THE PALESTINIANS THE RIGHT TO DEVELOER
AS A PEOPLE,
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AS CHAIRMAN OF THE MOVEMENT OF NON-ALIGHED COUNTRIES, THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT LAST YEAR SENT THE Swiss
GOVERMMENT A LETTER STATING THAT THE MOVEMENT FULLY SUPPORTED THE REQUEST FOR A COHFERENCE OF THE HIGH
CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE PROTECTION OF CivILIAN PERSONS IN TiME OF WaR
TO BE CONVERED 1N ORDER 10 CONSIDER MEASURES WHICH WOULD ENSURE COMPLIANGE WITH INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW IN
THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES.

THE MOVEMENT OF NOR-ALIGNED COUNTRIES AGREES WITH THE PHRINCIPLE THAT DIRECT TALKS ARE THE BEST WAY FOR
IHDEPENDENCE AND SELF-DETERMINATION TO 8SE OBTAINED FOR THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND FOR FPEACE TO BE SECURED FOR ALL.
IHHABITANTS OF THE REGIOH. CONSEQUENYLY, NO IHDIVIDUAL POSITION OF ANY PARTY MUST BE ALLOWED TO PREVAIL OVER THE
REGION'S COMMON INTEREST TO UPHOLD THE CLIMATE OF TRUST REQUIRED FOR FURTHER SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS. THE
MOVEMENT OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES REGARDS TS OWN EFFORTS TO THIS END AS AN ATTEMFT TO SAFEGUARD THE SIGNIFICANT
PROGRESS THAT HAS ALREFADY TAKEHN PLACE TOWARDS PEACE BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND ISRAELIS.

THE BEST RESPONSE TO ACTS OF TERRORISM THATY SEEK TO UNDERMINE HOPES FOR PEACE IS FOR ALL PARTIES TO INSIST ON
ABSOLUTE COMPLIANCE IN GOOD FAITH WITH THE PEACE ACCORDS TO WHICH THEY ARE SIGNATORIES, BEFORE NEGOTIATIONS CAN
MOVE ON, IT MUST BE REALIZED THAT THE FRUIT OF PEACE CAN ONLY BE FULLY APPRECIATED AFTER A SATISFACTORY CONCLUSION
TO THE HEGOTIATION PROCESS. I[N FACT, ANY REPRISALS AGAINST INKOGENT CIVILIANS AND AUTHORITIES FOR TERRORIST ACTS
COMMITTED BY RADICAL SECTORS PROVIDE AMMUNITION PRECISELY TO THOSE WHO ARE SEEKING TO DESTROY THIS PEACE PROCESS,

THE MOVEMENT'S ACCURATE PERCEPTION OF THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION IS DEHONSTRATED BY THE FACT THAT THE
DECLARATION ADOPTED BY THE MOVEMENTS ELEVENTH CONFERENCE OF HEADS OF STATE OR GOVERNMENT AT CARTAGENA REGARDING
THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION IS STILL VALID AND UP TO DATE.

THE HEADS OF STATE OR GOVERNMENT GATHERED IN CARTAGENA EXPRESSED THEIR TOTAL SUFPORT FOR THE PALESTINIANS'
LEGITIMATE STRUGGLE FOR RESPECT FOR THEIR INALIENABLE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE TO BE GUARANTEED,
THEIR DEMAKND FOR ISRAEL TO WITHDRAW FROM ALL OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN AND ARAB TERRITORIES, INCLUDING JERUSALEM, WAS AGAIN
STRESSED,

THE MOVEMENT ALSO DREW ATTERTION TO THE FACT THAT THE UNITED NATIONS MUST CONTINUE TO ACT IN KEEFING WITH ITS
RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS MATTER UNTIL THE PALESTINIANS WERE IN A POSITION TO EXERCISE THEIR INALIENABLE RIGHT TC SELF-
DETERMINATION, UNTIL. AN INDEPENDENT, SOVEREZEIGN STATE WAS ESTABLISHED IN THEIR NATIONAL TEHRITORY AND THE REFUGEE
PROBLEM WAS ADDRESSED N ACCORDANCE WITH THE RELEVANT UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS.

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, THE HEADS OF STATE OR GOVERNMENT OF COUKRTRIES MEMBERS OF THE MOVEMENT DULY VOICED
THEIR REGRET FOR ISRAEL'S DEGISION TO SEIZE PALESTINIAN PROPERTIES AND LAND IN JERUSALEM AND FOR ISRAELI ATTEMPTS TO
ALTER THE RELIGIOUS AND HISTORICAL. CHARACTER OF THE Hory CiTy. THE MOVEMENT RATIFIED ALL SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS
IN THIS REGARD, EXFRESSED THEIR SUPPORT FOR THOSE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REGARDING JERUSALEM AND CONSIDERED ALL
ISRAEL] ACTION IN CONTHAVENTION OF SUCH BESOLUTIONS NULL AND VOID. AN APPEAL WAS ALSO MADE FOR A FULL, METICULOUS
APPLICATION OF ALL ACCORDS, PARTICULARLY OF THE STIPULATIONS CONTAINED IN SECURITY COUNCIL. RESOLUTIONS 242 (1967),
338 (1 G73), 465 (1 980) AND 478 ({980). THE IMPORTANCE OF AN EFFECTIVE ENFORCEMENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
MECHANISM RELATING TO THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION WAS ALSO UNDERLINED.

THE MOVEMENT OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES 1S THEREFORE CONSTANTLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE SITUATION OF ALL OCCUPIED
ARAB TERRITORIES AND 15 COMMITTED TO SEEKING FPEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. | WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOLIDARITY
DEMONSTRATED BY MEMBERS OF THE MOVEMENT WITH THE FPALESTINIAN CAUSE DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES, NOTABLY AT THE
SPECIAL EMERGENCY SESSIONS HELD BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN | 857, THE DEVELOPING WOHLD HAS STATED THAT THE URITEGC
NATIONS MUST ACTIVELY PERSEVERE IN TS EFFONRTS TO ENSURE THAT THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE ARE RESPECTED AND
THAT PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST IS SECURED.

WE ARE AWARE THAT WHAT HAPPENS TO THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS WILL HAVE LONG-LASTING EFFECTS
OM INTERNATIONAL. PEACE. WE, THE NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES, WILL THEREFORE REMAIN WATCHFUL AND WILLING TO GOOPERATE WiTH
ALL ATTEMPTS TO REACH THIS OBJECTIVE, AHD 50 FULFIL THE RESPONSIBHITY OF ALL HNATIONS REGARDING THE FUTURE OF THE
PALESTIHIAN PEOPLE
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YASSER ARAFAT
CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION
AND PRESIDENT OF THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY

{N THE NAME OF THE PALESTIMIAN PEOPLE AND ITS LEADERSHIP, AS WELL AS ON MY OWN BEHALF, IT GIVES ME BLEASURE TO
EXPRESS CUR DEEFP APPRECIATION TO THE GOVERNMENT AND PEORPLE OF THE FRIENDLY KINGDOM OF BELGIUM FOR HOSTING THIS
INTERNATIONAL. CONFERENCE N SUPPORT OF THE PALESTINIAN PECPLE TO ENABLE THEM TO EXERCISE THEIR INALIENABLE NATIONAL
RIGHTS IN THEIR HOMELAND, WE HIGHLY VALUIZ BELGIUM'S CONTINUOUS AND CONSTRUCTIVE EFFORTS, ALDNG WITH ITS PARTNERS,
THE STATES MEMBERS OF THE FRIENDLY EUROPEAN UNION, WHO AIM TO SUPPORT THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND
ENDEAVOUR TO SALVAGE IT FROM THE DEADLOCK IT HAS REACHED AND PUSH IT FORWARD AND TOWARDS THE RECONSTRUCTION QF
THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, THEIR NATIONAL ECONOMY AND THE INFRASTRUCTURE DESTROYED BY THE ISRAELS
QUCURATION.

WE ARE ALSO PLEASED TO ZXPRESS OUR UTMOST GRATITUDE AND DEEP AFPRECIATION TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF
THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIERABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE FOR THE SIGNIFICANT ROLE THEY HAVE
FLAYED IN SUPPORT AND DEFENCE OF THE LEGITIMATE NATIOHAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEORLE. ADDITIONALLY, WE WOULD LIKE
TO REAFFIRM OUR WISH THAT PALESTIHE WILL ACQUIRE FULL PARTICIPATION IN THE WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

iT 15 ALSO MY PLEASURE TO EXTEHD OUR GENUINE THAHKS AMD APPRECIATION TO BROTHER AZZEDINE LARAKI, THE SECRETARY
GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE [SLAMIC CONFERENCE, AND TO THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY-CENERAL OF THE
LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, FOR THEHR SINCERE EFFORTS IN ORGAHIZING THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENCE AND FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION
AND ENDEAVORS TOWARDS ITS SUCCESS

1 WOULD LUKE ALSO TO EXPRESS OUR SPECIAL THANKS TO KOF!T AMNAN, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATION, AND 10
MIS REPRESENTATIVE, SIR KIERAN PRENDERGAST, AND 1O HENHADLY U, UBOVENKO, PRESIDENT OF THE FIFTY-SECOND SESSION OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE CONFERENCE.

| AM VERY PLEASED AS WELL TO CONVEY OUR GRATTIUDE TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MOVEMENT OF NOM-ALIGNED COUNTRIES
AND TO 15 CHAIRMAN, ERKESTO SAMPER PIZANO, PRESIDENT OF COLOMBEIA, AND TO HiS REPRESENTATIVE CARLOS LEMOS SIMMONDS,
WHO JOINS US IN THIS CONFERENCE IN EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY OF THE MOVEMENT WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE
AHD THEIR JUST STRUGGLE TO RESTORE AND EXERCISE THEIR RIGHTS.

| ALSD WISH TO EXPRESS OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THE MINISTERS FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES
AND TO THE AMBASSADORS AND TO THE REFRESENTATIVES OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR £FFORTS IN SUPPORT
OF THE QUESTION OF THE PALESTINIAH PEOPLE AND THEIR JUST AND LEGITIMATE HATIONAL RIGHTS.

THE CONVENING OF THIS CONFERENCE UNDER THE CRITICAL AND SENSITIVE CHICUMSTANCES THAT HAVE BESIEGEDR THE PEACE
PROCESS ON ALL TRACKS, ESPECIALLY THE SYRIAN, LEBANESE AND PALESTINIAN TRACK, TAKES OMN GREAT SIGNIFICANCE OWING TO
THE STAGNATION FACING THIS PROCESS AND TO THE FAILURE OF ALL REGIONAL AND INTERNATIORAL EFFORTS TO REVIVE IT. AS SUCH,
THE PALESTINIAN FEOPLE, WHOSE PLIGHT HAS BEEN LINKED FROM THE ONSET WITH THE UNITED NATIONS, HAVE PARTICULARLY HIGH
EXPECTATIONS FROM THAT ORGANIZATION AND THE WHOLE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, WHICH MAINTAIN THE RESPOMSIBILITY TO GRANT
THEM JUSTICE AND ENABLE THEM TO RESTORE AND EXERCISE THEIR INALIENABLE RIGHTS, PRIMARILY THEIR RIGHT TO RETURN, TO
SELF-DETERMINATION AND TO ESTABLISH THEIR INDEPENDENT STATE, WITH AL-QUDS AL-SHARIF AS ITS CAPITAL.

THE UNITED NATIONS BEARS A HISTORICAL RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND THEIR CAUSE SINCE 1T WAS
THE UNITED NATIONS THAT ADOPRTED GEMERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 181 (D), PARTITIONING MANDATED PALESTINE IN ORDER TO
ESTARLISH TWO STATES, ONE FOR ARABS AND ONE FOR JEWS, AND IT i5 THE UNITED NATIONS THAY HAS AFFIARMED THROUGH MANY
RESOLUTIONS BY SEVERAL BOPRIES THE JUSTHESS AHD LEGITIMACY OF THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND HAS ALSO
SPECIFIED THE BASIS AND PRINCIPLES FOR ESTABLISHING PEACE N THE MIDDLE EAST. HENCE, THE UNITED NATIONS BEARS A
FERMANENT RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS THE PALESTINIAN FEOPLE AND THEIR JUST CAUSE UNTIL THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A JUST AND
COMPREHENSIVE PEACE, WHICH WILL GUARANTEE SECURITY AND STABILITY FOR All THE PEOPRLES AND STATES IN THE MIDDLE EAST
REGIOH AND, WILL. GUARANTEE AN END TO THE ISRAELI OCCURATION OF THE PALESTINIAH AND ARAS LANDS AND HOLY PLACES.

THE YEAR 998 MARKS B0 YEARS SINCE THE TRAGEDY (NAKBA) N | D48 THAT SEFELL THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND
SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS, WHICH LED TO THEIR UPROOTING AND DISPERSION FROM THEIR HOMELAND, DEPRIVATION OF ALL THEIR
HUMAN RIGHMTS, THE SEIZURE OF THEIR PROPERTIES AND RESOURCES AND SUBJECTION THROUGHOUT THE LAST FIVE DECADES 1O
DIASEORA AND TO ALL KINDS AND TYPES OF OPPRESSION, INJUSTICE AND CONTINUOUS SUFFERING, AT THE SAME TIME, IT ALSO MARKS
50 YEARS OF CONTINUED STRUGGLE BY THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE TOWARDS THE RESTORATION OF THEIR NATIONAL IDENTITY,
PRESERVATION OF THEIR EXISTERCE AND THE EXERCISE OF THEIR LEGITIMATE RIGHTS, PARTICULARLY THEIR RIGHMT TO SELP-
DETERMINATION AND TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THEIR INDEPENDENT STATE WITH AL-QUDS AL-SHARIF AS ITS CAPITAL THIS Will ENABLE
THEM TO CONTRIBUTE EQUITABLY, SIDE BY SIDE, WITH ALL PEOPLES OF THE REGION AND LIBERATION MOVEMENTS N THE WORLD YO
BUILD AND CONSOLIDATE A PERMANENT PEACE AND TO ACHIEVE SECURITY, STABILITY AND PROSPERITY FOR ALl

14



AS WE RECALL THESE BITTER AND PAINFUL HISTORICAL EVENTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES FROM WHICH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE
HAVE SUFFERED FOR 50 LONG AND CONTINUE TO SUFFER FROM, WE URGE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND THE UNITED NATIONS,
AND WE URGE OUR FRIENDS, AND ALL THOSE WHO CHERISH FREEFDOM, JUSTICE, PEACE AND DEMOCRACY N THI WORLD, TO IMTENSIFY
THEIR GOOD EFFORTS EFFECTIVELY AND TO BO THEIR UTHMOST TO SUPPORT THE Pal ZSTIHIAN PEOPLE IN THEIR JUST STRUGGLE, IN
ORDER TO TRANSFORM THESE HOBLE GOALS INTO REALITY, PROTECT THE PEACE OF THE BRAVE AND EXERCISE THEIR INDEPENDENCE
AND NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY LIKE THE REST OF THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD. '

THE YEAR ALSO COINCIDES WITH THE FIFTH ANMIVERSARY OF THE SIGHING OF THE DEGLARATION OF PRINCIPLES WITH THE
GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, WHICH REPRESENTED THE BEGINNING OF A HEW ERA IH THE MIDDLE EAST AND A HISTORIGAL, TURN IN THE
COURSE OF THE ARAB-ISRAELE CONFLICT, WITH THE AIM OF ACHIEVING THE DESIRED PEACE, THE PEAGE OF THE BRAVES, WHIGH WE
HAVE CHOSEN WITH FAITH AND CONVICTION AND WHICH WE BEGAN TO BUILD WITH OUR LATE PARTNER, YiTZHAK RABIN, AND WHICH WE
CONTINUED FORWARD AFTER HIM WITH SHIMON PERES, FOLLOWED BY THE SIGNING OF THE HEBRON PROTOCOL WITH THE CURRENY
ISRAZLE GOVERNMENT.

THE ESSERGE OF THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES AND THE AGREEMENTS THAT FOLLOWED ARE THE MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF
THE LEGITIMATE AND POLITICAL RIGHTS OF TWO SIDES AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PEACE PROCESS WHICH LEADS TO THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 (1867) ANp 338 (1973} AND WHICH Wil GUARANTEE THE
RESTORATION AND EXERCISE OF THE NATIONAL INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE FALESTIRIAN PEOPLE AND THE ATTAIRMENT OF A HISTORIC
RECOMCILATION BETWEEN THE PALESTINIAN AND [SRAEL! PEOPLES BASED ON EQUALITY AND MUTUAL RESPECT, AS WAS FPROVIDED FOR
IN THE TRANSITIONAL AGREEMENT. THIS ALSO (HCLUDED THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD, LASTING FOR FIVE YEARS
AND AIMING TO BUILD TRUST, TO ESTABLISH THE PALESTINIAN JURISOICTION, TO TRANSFER AUTHORITY, TO WITHDRAW THE ISRAELL ARMY
FROM PALESTINIAN LANDS AND OUYSIDE OCCURIED PALESTIHIAN CITIES AND VILLAGES AND TO START THE NHEGOTIATIONS REGARDING
THE ISSUES ON FINAL STATUS, PARTICULARLY JERUSALEM, SETTLEMENTS, BORDERS, REFUGEES, WATER AND OTHER SENSITIVE AND
COMPLEX ISSUES. THE FUTURE AND FATE OF THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE MIDDLE EAST DEPENDS ON A JUST AND ACCEPTABLE
RESOLUTION OF THESE ISSUES. ALl OF THESE ARE AIMED AT BUILDING A NEW REALITY UNDER WHICH THE PALESTINIAN PECPLE WIiLL.
ENJOY THE TERMINATION OF |SRAELI OCCUPATION AND THUS ENJOY INDEPENDENGE, SOVEREIGHTY AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY 1N A
WAY THAT WILL GUARANTEE SEGURITY AND STABILITY TO ALL PEOPLES AND STATES OF THE MIDDLE EAST REGION

WE CONTINUE TO WORK FOR ‘tHE ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE, THE PEACE OF THE BRAVE, WITH DETERMINATION AND
PERSEVERANCGE, WE HAVE REALIZED IMPORTART ACHIEVEMENTS IN THIS REGARD, DESPITE THE GREAT DIFFICULTIES THAT WE HAVE
FACED AND CONTINUE TO FACE WITH ATTEMPTS TO FOIL PEACEFUL EFFORTS AND KiILL THE PEACE PROCESS IN ITS NASCENGE.
NEVERTHELESS, THROUGH GUIDANCE AND DETERMINATION WE WERE ASILE TO PURSUE THE PEACE PROCESS UNTIL A HEW REALITY
EMERGED FROM THE |SRAELE SIDE. THIS REALITY HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY THE ABSENCE OF POLITICAL Wil ON THE PART OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF MR. NETAHYAHU, INCLUDING EVADING THE CONTINUATION OF THE PEACE PROCESS, DENIAL OF AND RETRACTION FROM
THE AGREEMEMNTS REACHED AND FROM THE PRINCIPLE OF LAHD FOR PEACE, AND ITS REFUSAL TO IMPLEMENT THESE AGREEMENTS AND
THE CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS, THIS GOVERNMENT 15 CLEARLY ATTEMPTING TO CREATE AND FORMULATE A NEW BASIS FOR THE PEAGE
PROCESS, WHICH AIMS TO ENTREHCH THE ISRAELI CONDITIONS AND TO DISCARD EVERYTHING THAT WAS AGREED UPON, AND IMPOSE
A DE FACTO SITUATION AND ISRAELI CONDITIONS UPON US. THROUGH UHNILATERAL MEASURES IT AIMS TO DICTATE ITS WILL ON THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND THEIR LEADERSHIP AND TO PORCE THEM TO SURRENDER LARGE FARTS OF THE OCCUFRIED PALESTINIAN
TERRITORY, PARTICULARLY IN AL-QUDS AL-SHARIF AND IS SURROUNDINGS. NONE OF THESE ATTEMFTS WILL SUCCEED. SUCH
ATTEMPTS ARE TOTALLY REJEGTED AND WILL NOT BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND THEIR LEADERSHIF.

AS WE AFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT 10O PEACE AS A STRATEGIC CHOICE AND EXERT EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT TO RESCUE THE
PEACE PROCESS FROM ITS DEADLOCK, WE CALL UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL TO REGOGHIZE THE KECESSITY OF IMPLEMENTING
THE AGREEMENTS REACHED AND FOR THE PARTIES TO COMPLY WITH THE CONTRACTUAL CBLIGATIONS OF THESE AGREEMENTS. WE wilL
CONTINUE TO COMPLY WITH OUR CHLIGATIONS DESPITE THE GREAT DIFFICULTIES RESULTED FROM |SRAELI POLICIES AND POSITIONS,
WHICH CONTRADICT THE SPIRIT AND [ESSENCE OF PEACE. IM RETURN THE ISRAEL! SIDE MUST, IN PARTICUILAR, COMPLETE THE THREE
REDEPLOYMENT STAGES THAT HAVE BEEN AGREED UPON AND REFRAIN FROM ANY UNILATERAL MEASURES, CREATING NEW FACTS ON
THE GROLIND AND PREJUDGING THE FINAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS AND UNILATERALLY FIXING THE MAP OF THE FINAL SETTLEMENT.

THE CURRENT ISBAEL) GOVERNMENT'S CONTINUOUS PURSUIT OF ITS DE FACTO POLICY 1S CHARAGTERIZED BY THE CONTINUED
DEMOUTION OF HOUSES, CONFISCATION OF PALESTINIAM LANDS, BUILDING AND EXPANSION OF LLEGAL ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS,
ESPECIALLY IN AL-OUDS AL-SHARIF. WITH REGARD TO AL-QUDS AL-SHARIF, THE ISRAEL! POLICY IS ALSO CHARACTERIZED BY THE
CITY'S JUDAIZATION. ISOLATION AND SIEGE, ALONG WITH THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM, WITH SETTLEMENTS AND ARMY FORCES, AND
ATTEMPTS TO OBLITERATE TS HISTORICAL, REUGIOUS, AND GIVILIZED CHARACTER AND ITS ISLAMIC, CHRISTIAN AND ARAB IDENTITY AND
TO DISTORT ITS DEMOGHARHIC COMPOSIMON THROUGH THE CONFISCATION OF IDENTITY CARDS OF THE PALESTIRIAN CITIZENS AND THEIR
EXPULSION FROM IT. THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT RECKLESSLY PLAYING WITH ITS LEGAL, STATUS AND CREATING A SUBSTITUTE CITY BY
BUILDING THE NEW SETTLEMENT OF JABAL ABU GHHEIM TO RIVAL THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM, WHICH 15 PREPARING TO CELEBRATE THE
SECOND MILLENKILM OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST. ALL OF THESE FEVERISH ACTIONS AND ATTEMPTS CONTRADICT THE SPIRIT OF
PEACE AHD AGREEMENTS REACHED AND THREATEN TO DESTROY THE WHOLE PEACE PROCESS IN THE REGION, THUS, SAVING THE
PEAGCE PROCESS REQUIRES COMPLIANCE BY THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT WITH TS OBLIGATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION OF ITS DUE
REQUIREMENTS ACCORDING TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE INTERIM AGREEMENT AND THE HearoN PROTOCOL, PARTICULARLY THOSE
RELATING TO THE OPENING OF THE GAZA AIRPORT, THE RESUMPTION OF WORK OH THE SEAPORT, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SAFE
PASSAGE, THE OPENING OF CHECKPOINTS, THE RELEASE OF PALESTINIAN FRISONERS AND DETAINEES IN ISRAEL] PRISONS, THE
FACILITATION OF WOHRK IN THE INDUSTRIALIZED ZOHES AND CEASING OTHER DELIBERATE VIOLATIONS.
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THE REFUSAL OF THE CURAENT ISRAELI GOVERNMENT 1O IMPLEMENT ITS CUE OBLIGATIONS, IN ADDITION TO OTHER NUMEROUS
VIOLATIONS OF THE AGREZMENTS AND TS CONTINLIOUS MEDIA CAMPAIGHN AGAINST THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY AND THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE., HAVE INTENSIFIED THE FEELINGS OF ANGER AND FRUSTRATION WITHIN THE PALESTINIAN HMASSES, HAVE ENGENDERED A LACK
OF TRUST AND HAVE KILLED ALL OF THE HOPES THAT WERE ELEVATED WITH THE START OF THE PEACE PROCESS. THIS HAS LED TO
THE CREATION OF A CRITICAL REALITY THAT MUST BE DEALT WItH IMMEDIATELY BEFORE IT iS5 TOO LATE. IN THE LIGHT OF THIS, WE
URGE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AHND THE UNITED NATIONS AND ITS BODIES KOT TO ALLOW THE CONTINUING INTRANSIGENCE. OF
THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT AND ITS EVASIVENESS AND TO BRING AN £ND TO ITS CONTINUOUS REGKLESSNESS AND ITS OUTRIGHT
REJECTION OF ALL RESOLIITIONS OF INTERNATIONAL, LEGITIMACY, OF HUMAN RIGHTS, OF THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION AND THE
AGREEMENTS REACHED. THE ISRAEL} MAJORITY, WHICH WANTS PEAGE, SHOULD TAKE ACTION AND MAKE INITIATIVES TO EXERT PRESSURE
ON THE CURRENT ISRAELI GOVERNMENT TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THE PEACE PROCESS TOWARDS ITS INTENDED GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
OF OUR CHILDREN END THEIR CHILDREN,

IN THIS REGARD, WE APPRECIATE THE EFFORTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, INCLUDING THE PERSOMNAL EFFORTS OF
FPRESIDENT CLINTON AND SECRETARY MADELINE ALBRIGHT, AND WE HOPE TO SEE CONTINUATION AND INTENSIFICATION OF THESE
EFFORTS TO GUARANTEE ISRAEL] COMPLIANCE WITH AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENTS, WHICH WERE SIGNED IN WASHINGTON,
D.C., WITH THE PRESENCE AND THE SIGNATURES OF THE CO-SPONSORS OF THE PEAGE PROCESS AND WHICH WERE WITNESSED AND
SIGNED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION, NORWAY, THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT AND JORDAN AND WITH THE PRESENGE OF JAPAN. WE
ALSO HIGHLY VALUE THE EFFORTS OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION AND THE EUROSEAN UNION, CHINA, JAPAN AMD OUR ISLAMIC
BROTHERS AND NONALIGNED COUNTRIES AND MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, WHO ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THESE
AGREZMENTS AND ABOUT IHTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY.

WE CALL UPON THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO UBHOLD ITS RESPONSIBILITIES AND TO UNDERTAKE ITS ROLE TO EXERT
PRESSURE ON THE [SRAZL! GOVERNMENT TO FORCE IT TO COMPLY WITH ITS OBLIGATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PEACE
AGREEMENTS, AND TO CEASE TS VIOLATION OF THESE AGREEMENTS., WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT MANY CONCERNED AND EFFECTIVE
INTERNATIONAL PARTIES ACTUALLY POSSESS THE NECESSARY MEANS, ACCORDING TO INTERNATIONAL LAW AMD 'TO LEGAL, POLITICAL
AN MORAL. QRRIGATIONS TOWARDS PEACE, WHICH ACCORD THEM THE ABILITY TO UNDERTAKE THIS CONSTRICTIVE ROLE TOWARDS THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST,

WE LOOK WITH GREAT HOPE AND CONFIDENCE TO YOUR SERIOUS FOLLOW UP OF THE OUTCOME OF THE TENTH EMERGENGY
SPECIAL SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PARTICULARLY TO THE CONVENING OF THE EXPERT MEETING OF THE
HiGH CONTRAGTING FPARTIES 1O THE FOURTH GENEVA CORVENTION OF | D40, iN PREPARATION FOR THE CONFERENCE ON MEASURES
TO ENFORCE THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CONVENTION. WE ALSO HOPE THAT OTHER UNITED NATIONS BODIES, PARTICULARLY THE
SECURITY COUNCIL, WILL UNDERTAKE THEIR DUTIES IN AGCCORDANCE WITH THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

SPEAKING OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND IT5 RESOLUTIONS, AND OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, REMINDS US IN PARTICULAR OF THE
CURRENT CRISIS (N THE MIDDLE EAST, WHICH MAY CAUSE MORE SEVERE SUFFERING TO ANOTHER ARAR FEOPLE, THE BROTHERLY IRAQI
PEOPLE, TO THE SERIOUS DESTRUCTION THAT THIS CRISIS MIGHT BRING TO THE REGION AS A WHOLE,

WE STRONGLY SUFPORT AND CALL FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT SOLUTION TO THIS CURRENT CRISIS REGARDING IRAQ, BASED
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS AND UPHOLDING INTEHKATIONAL LAW, IHCLUDING THE BRESERVATION
OF THE UNITY, SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF IRAQ. WE ALSO SUPBORT ALL THE GOOD EFFORTS EXERTED TO REACH
A BESIRED SOLUTION BY POLITICAL AND PEACEFLUL MEANS AND THROLIGH CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE, ESPECIALLY THE CONSTRUCTIVE
EFFORT, WHICH KOF1 ANNAN HAS DOME, LEADING TO THE FRUITFUL SIGNING OF THE LAST AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED NATION
AND THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT, THIS AGREEMENT PREDOMINATED WHAT WE CALLED UPOHN FOR A PEACEFUL OFTION THAN ANY OTHER
QFTIONS.

WITHIN TWO YEARS, OUR WORLD WILL WITNESS A UNIQUE AND IMPORTANT EVENT FOR All. HUMANITY, WHICH 18 THE CELESRATION
OF THE SECOND MILLENNIUM OF JESUS CHRIST, GOD HAS BLESSED OUR COUNTRY, PALESTINE, AND SPECIFICALLY BETHLEHEM, THE
BIRTHPLACE OF JESUS CHRIST, TO BE THE SITE OF THIS MILESTONE EVENT IN THE HISTORY OF HUMANITY. AS WE PREPARE TO
CELEBRATE THE RECEPTION OF THE FIRST RAYS OF DAYLIGHT OF THE YEAR 2000, WE HOPE THAT THIS GREAT RELIGIOUS AND
HISTORICAL. OCCASION WiLl BE A NEW BEGINNING FULL OF LOVE AND PEACE FOR OUR WORLD AND FOR MANKIND AKD A NEW CHABTER
FOR THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, IN WHICH THEY WiLl. BE ENABLED TO ESTABUSH THEIR INDEPENDENT FPALESTINIAN STATE, WITH AL-QUDS
AL-SHARIF AS ITS CAPITAL.

WE UNDERTAKE THE NECESSARY WORK, WE EXERT THE NECESSARY AND CONTINUOUS EFFORTS, WE FULFIL OUR RESPONSISILITY
ACCORDING TO OUR LIMITED CAPACITIES AND WE CONTRIBUTE THROUGH THIS OUR SHARE TO THE PREPARATIONS TO COMMEMORATE
THIS OCCASION, NEVERTHELESS, NONE OF THIS IS ENOUGH. WE THEREFORE CALL UPON THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE
INTERNATIONAL. COMMUNITY AND COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD TO EXERT AND INTENSIFY EFFORTS AND TO PARTICIPATE WITH US TO MAKE
THESE GREAT RELIGIOUS AND HISTORICAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST SUCCESSFUL,

FiNaLLY, | EXTEND TO YOU, YOUR EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, DUR UTMOST GRATITUDE AND DEEP APPRECIATION
POR YOUR FPARTICIPATION WITH US IN THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENGE, THROUGH WHIGH YOU HAVE EXPRESSED YOUR SOLIDARITY AND
GENERQUS SUPPORT FOR THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. WE URGE YOU TO REAFFIRM YOUR GOOD EFFORTS
AND DO ALL YOU CAN TO ENABLE THEM TO REALIZE THESE RIGHTS SO THEY CAN WVE iN THEIR HOMELAND WITH FREEDOM AND DIGHITY,
LIKE THE REST OF THE PEOPLES ON EARTH, AND TO PROTECT THE PEACE OF BRAVE IN THE HOLY LAND FOR OUR FUTURE
GEMERATIONS AND FOR THE SAKE OF OUR CHILDREN AND THEIR CHILDREN,
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Hl. RESUMED HIGH-LEVEL PLENARY MEETING

SADOK FAYALA
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS OF TUNISIA

PERMIT ME AT THE QUTSET TO SAY HOW HAPEY | AM TO BE TAKING PART IN THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENGE IN SUPPORT OF THE
INALIEMABLE. RIGHTS OF THE FPALESTIHIAN PEOPLE AND TO CONVEY TO YOU THE GREETINGS OF PRESIDENT ZiNE EL ABIDIRE BeN AL
WISHING SUCCESS TO YOUR WORK OF PROMOTING THE CAUSE OF THE FRATERNAL PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN ITS QUEST FOR FREEDOM
AND EMANCIPATION AHD OF SECURING FOR ALL THE PECQFLES OF THE REGION THE REQUIREMENTS FOR TRARQUILLITY, PEACE AND
SECURITY.

| AM ALSO MABEY TO COMVEY APPRECIATION TO THE LEAGUE OF ARAS STATES, THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE
AND THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIZHABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND TS CHAIRMAN, IBRA DEGUENE
KA OF SENEGAL, FOR THEIR ENDEAVOURS AND INIMATIVES 1N SURPORT OF THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND TO EXPRESS
THE HOPE THAT THE COMMITEE WILL CONTIHUE ITS ACTIVITIES UNTIL. SUCH TIME AS THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE SUCCEEDS 1N REGAINING
ALL OF ITS RIGHTS | LIKEWISE CONVEY OUR WARM GRATITUDE TO THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT FOR ALl THE FACILITIES IT HAS
PROVIDED US FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE CONFEREKRCE.

SINGE THE PALESTINIAN TRAGEDY FIRST BEGAN, THE COMMITTEE MAS BEEN PLAYING A FLURDAMENTAL AND EFFECTIVE ROLE
PROMOTING LEGITIMATE PALESTIHIAN RIGHTS UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW AHD N SUPPORTING THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN ITS
STRUGGLE 10 REGAIN THE EXERCISE OF ALl ITS RIGHTS, LIKE ALL OTHER PEOPLES OF THE EARTH, AND PARTICULARLY ITS RIGHT TO
SELF-DETERMINATION AND AN INDEPENDENT STATE IN TS OWH TERRITORY.

THE HOLDING OF THIS CONFERENCE IS ONE FURTHER INDICATION THAT THE UNITED NATIONS IS CONTINUING TO DISCHARGE ITS
RESPONSIBILITIES IN FULL, WHICH IS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE GIVEN THE GRITICAL SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST REGION AND
THE DESPAIR AND FRUSTRATION OF THE PALESTINIAH PEOPLE OWING TO THE SUSPENSION OF THE PEACE PROCESS, THE NARROWING
OF HORIZONS AND THE DETERIORATION [N LIVIHG CONDITIONS THAT HAS RESULTEDR FROM THE POLICY OF THE ISRAELI ALTHORITIES OF
IMPOSING CLOSURES AND BLOCKADES OH THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORY,

SUPPORT FOR THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE HAS ALWAYS BEEN A CORE CONCERN FOR TuNisia. QUR COUNTRY HAS ENDEAVOURED,
SINGE THE BEGINNING OF THE FRATERNAL PALESTINIAK PEOPLE‘S STRUGGLE FOR ITS LEGITIMATE RIGHTS, TO LEND A HELPING HAND
AHD TO ASSIST IT AT ALL LEVELS AND 1M ALL INTERNATIONAL FORLIMS. Ir HAS DONE S0 IN ITS FIRM BELJEF THAT THIS PEOPLE HAS THE
RIGHT TO ACHIEVE ITS NATIONAL GOALS AND TO LIVE N DIGNITY IN ITS OWN YERRITORY UIKE THE WORLD'S OTHER PEOPLES.

HAVING ASSOCIATED ITSELF WITH THE PEACE PROCESS SINCE IT BEGAN th MADRID, UNDER THE DIRECT AND ONGOING
SPONSORSHIE OF ZINE EL ABIDINE BEN ALl, AND HAVING PLAYED A HISTORIC ROLE AT EACH OF ITS STAGES, INASMUCH AS T
REPRESENTS A STRATEGIC CHOIGCE AND THE SOLE GUARANTEE OF THE SECURITY AND INTERESTS OF ALL THE PARTIES CONCERNED,
TUNISIA EXPRESSES ITS GREAT AND PROFOUND GCONCERN AT THE DETERIORATION AND SUSPFENSION OF THE PROCESS OWING TO THE
INTRANSIGEHGE OF THE ISRAEL] GOVERNMENT, ITS DISAVOWAL OF THE UNDERTAKINGS GIVEN IN THE CONTEXT OF THE Qsto,
WASHINGTON, D.C., AND CAIRQ AGREEMENTS, AND ITS PERSISTENCE IN STEPPING UP SETTLEMENY ACTIVITY IN JERUSALEM AND THE
REST OF THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY., THE RESULT OF THE UNILATERAL MEASURES IT 1S TAKING iS5 TO UNDERMINE THE
PRINCIPLES AND FOUNDATIONS ON WHICH THE PEACE PROCESS WAS BASED AND TO REVERSE THE GAINS ACHIEVED WITHIN TS
PRAMEWCRK HERALDING THE PEACEFUL COBXSTENCE OF THE PEOPLES OF THE REGIOH, THE CREATION OF APPROPRIATE CONDITIONS
POR THEIR COOPERATION ARG ACTION FOR DEVELOPMENT N THE INTERESTS OF All.

HAVING HERALDED THE FIRST STEPS TAKEN ON THE RCAD TC A POLTICAL SETTLEMENT THAT WILL GUARANTEE THE RESTORATION
TO THE PALESTINIAN PECPLE OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF HATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, INASMUCH AS ITS LEADERSHIP HAS RETURNED TO THE
HOMELAND AFTER MANY YEARS OF &XILE AMD DISPERSION, THE LEGITIMACY OF THAT LEADEASHIP HAS BEEN CONFIRMED N DEMOCRATIC
FLECTIONS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND THE EFFORTS OF THE FLEDGLING PALESTIHIAN AUTHORITY
HAVE BEEN DEDICATED TO DEVELDPMENT AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF STATE INSTITUTIONS, WE REGARD THE DISRUFTION OF THE PEACE
PROGESS, THE SUSPENSION COF THE AGREEMENTS CONCLLUDED AHD THE FAILURE TO DISCHARGE THE OBLIGATIONS SET FORTH IN THE
AGREEMENTS AS BEING (N VIOLATION OF THE SPIRIT AND PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIOHAL LAW AND AS REPRESENTING CONTEMPT FOR
THE WILL OF THE INTERNATIONAL. COMMUNITY. THIS MAY RETURN THE REGION TQ ITS CYCLE OF VIOLENCE AND CONFUICT AND CREATE
AN ATMDSPHERE OF TENSION AND INSTABIUTY 8 THE MIDDLE EAST, WITH URPREDICTABLE CONSEQUENCES.

ACCORDINGLY, PRESIDENT ZINE EL ABIDINE BEN ALL, IN HIS STATEMENT OF © FEBRUARY | 998 TO THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS
i TUNISIA, SAID THAT!

"SALVAGING THE PEACE PROCESS 1S AH INTERNATIONAL DUTY. IT 1S ESSENTIAL THAT THE EFFORTS OF ALl SHOULD BE STEPFED
UP, ESPECIALLY THE EFFORTS OF THE CO-SPONSORS AND THE STATES MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, N ORDER 10O
INDUCE ISRAEL. TO DISCHARGE ITS OBLIGATIONS 8Y IMPLEMENTING THE AGREEMENTS CONGCLUDED AND HONOURING THE
RELEVANT UHITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS AND THE PRINCIFPLE OF LAND FOR PEACE.
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IN COMMENDING TO THIS DISTINGUISHED GATHEMING THE ONGOING EFFORTS OF INTERHATIONAL PARTIES TO REACTIVATE THE
PEACE PROCESS AND IRDUCE ISRAEL TO HONOUR ITS INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS AND IMPLEMENT THE RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OF
THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND THE GENERAL ASSEMELY, ESPECIALLY SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 (I967), 338 (1973
AND 425 (1978}, | SHOULD UKE TO STRESS THE HEED FOR FURTHER ACTION AND GREATER EFFORT TO OVERCOME PRESENT
OBSTACLES AND TO ESTABLISH THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND ENABLE [T TO FULFIL ITS ASFIRATION TO EXERCISE SELP-
DETERMINATION AND BUILD AN INDEPENDENT STATE IN ITS OWN TERRITORY WITH ITS CAPITAL AT JERUSALEM AND SO THAT SYRIA AND
LEBANON MAY RECOVER ALL THEIR OCCURIED TERRITORIES IH ACCORDANGCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW THESE ARE PRECONDITIONS
FOR THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THAT JUST, COMPREHENSIVE AND LASTING PEACE THAT IS SQUGHT BY ALL IN THE MIDDLE EaAsT.

CHERIF YOUNOUSS DIAITE,
AMBASSADOR, DIRECTOR OF THE CABINET OF THE
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SENEGAL
(ON BEHALF OF ABDOU DIOUF, PRESIDENT OF SENEGAL)

ALLOW ME FIRST OF ALL. TO GONVEY TO YOU THE CORDIAL AND FRATERNAL GREETINGS AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF Asbou DiouF,
PRESIDENT OF OF SENEGAL.

PRESIDENT DIOUF ASKED ME TO REPRESENT HIM PERSONALLY HERE, AT THIS IMPORTANT INTEANATIONAL CONFERENCE OF
SOLIDARITY AND SUPFORT FOR THE {NALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN FEOPLE,

HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS, PRESIDENT ABDOU DIOUF WOULD BE AMONG US TODAY TQ RESPORD TO THE
KIND INVITATION JOINTLY EXTENDED TO HIM BY 18RA DEGUENE KA, CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE
IRALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE FPALESTINIAN PEOPLE, AZZEDINE LARAKI, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC
CONFERENCE, AND ESMAT ABDEL MEGUHD, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES,

WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS, WHERE OUR COUNTRY HAS HAD THE HONOUR OF CHAIRING THE COMMITTEE ON THE EX£RCISE
OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE SINCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT IN | 975, AND (N THE FRAMEWORK OF THE
ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY AND THE ORGANIZATION OF THE [SLAMIC CONFERENCE, SEHEGAL HAS ALWAYS EXPRESSED |TS
SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND ITS LEADERS, FOREMOST AMONG WHOM 15 PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT, WHO IS
PRESENT HERE,

FOR MANY DECADES THE PALESTINIAN PEQOPLE HAS MADE NUMEROLS EFFORTS TO REGAIN ITS RIGHTS, WITH THE SUPPOHT OF
ITS FRIENDS, WHOSE CIRCLE 15 GROWING DAY BY DAY, AND WITH THE BSACKING OF THE UNITED NATIONS, WHOSE PRIMARY AND
UNIVERSAL TASK IS TO BUILD A WORLD OF PEACE, JUSTICE AND LAW, BASED ON RESPECT FOR THE DIGNITY OF PEOPLES, NATIONS
AND HUMAN BEINGS, WHOM GOD CREATED (N ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT LIVE TOGETHER IN COMMUNITY AND COMMUNION, N FRATERNITY
AND SOLIDARITY.

AS THE YEAR | D98 MARKS THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, IT IS HIGHLY
SYMBOLIC THAT THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE N SUPPORT OF THE INALIEHABLE RIGHTS OF THE PaALESTINIAN PEOPLE IS BEING
HELD DURING AN ANNIVERSARY OF PARTICULAN SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE HISTORY OF HUMANITY AND THE DESTINY OF THE PALESTINIAN
PEORLE., BUT THIS CONFERENCE IS ALSO BEING MELD AT A CRITICAL MOMENT FOR THE PEACE PROGESS iH THE MipbDLE EAST, IT
IS BEING HELD IN A PLACE THAT IS A SYMBOL IN ITSELF - BRUSSELS, CARITAL OF AN EVOLVING EURDPE - A EUROPE THAT IS BEING
BUILT THROUWGH SOLIDARITY, DIALOGUE AND NEGOTIATION, A EUROPE WITH WHICH WE AFRICANS, TOGETHER WITH THE PEOPLES OF
THE CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC NATIONS, HAVE, FOR QVER 40 YEARS, BEEN ENGAGED IN A JOINT EFFORT TO BUILD A UNIFIED
TRANSCONTINENTAL SPHERE, BASED ON A STRATEGIS, FERTLE AND DYNAMIC EURAFRICAN PARTNERSHIP.

| SHOULD UIKE, THEREFORE, TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXFRESS OLIR PROFOUND GRATITURE TO THE AUTHORITIES OF THE
KINGDOM OF BELGIUM FOR AGREEING TO HOST THIS IMPORTAHT MEETING IN THIS EUROPEAN LAND, AND TO THANK ERIK DERYCKE,
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF BELGIUM, FOR OPENING THESE IMPORTANT PROCEEDINGS,

| ALSO WISH TO GREET OUR EUROPEAN PARTNERS BY EXPRESSING TO THEM OUR DEEPEST ARPRECIATION FOR THE MANY FORMS
OF AID WHICH THEY HAVE PROVIDED TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, OF WHOM THE EURGOPEAN UNION REMAINS THE PRINCIPAL
BENEFACTOR,

THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 1S INDEED THE THORNIEST AND MOST COMPLEX ISSUE WHICH THE UNITED NATIONS INHERITED UPON
TS ESTABLISHMENT IN | 945, A5 YOU KHOW, THIS QUESTION, WHICH HAS BEEN CONSIDERED FOR SEVERAL DECADES BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMELY, IS AT THE HEART OF THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS AND REMAINS A PRIMARY INTERNATIONAL CONGERN. A JUST AND
LASTING SETTLEMENT OF THIS QUESTION IS AN ESSENTIAL CONDITION FOR STABIHJTY {N THIS SENSITIVE REGION OF THE WORLD

THeE UHITED NATIONS, WHICH HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH A PRIMARY AND PERMANENT RESPONSIBIITY 1N THIS AREA, HAS,
THROUGH THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SECURITY COUNKCIL, ADOFTED NUMEROUS RESOLUTIONS, WHICH HAVE, FOR THE MOST
PART, REMAINED INEFFECTIVE .
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'
{N SPITE OF THIS, THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS NEVER LOST HOPE . T HAS STRENGTHENED ITS SUPPORT, FOR, AS WE

ALL AGREE, A SETTLEMENT OF THIS CRISIS REQUIRES A PERFECT UNIVERSAL CONCERT OF VOICES—ALL THE vOICEE OF ALL THE
COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD, T ALSO, AND ESPECIALLY, REQUIRES A STROHG SYMNERGY OF EFFORTS, INITIATIVES AND APPROACHES ON
THE PART OF ALL PEACE- AND JUSTICE-LOVIRG PERSONS OF GOOD Will..

ACCORDINGLY, WE HAVE ALL HOURISHED THE HOPE THAT THE SIGNIFICANT PROGHRESS MADE IN THE LAST FEW YEARS WOULD
BE CONSOLIDATED.

WrtH THE MADRID CONFERENCE 1N 1 98 | AND THE SIGNING OF THE OSLO AND WASHINGTON, D.C., ACCORDS IN SEPTEMBER
| 93, WE THOUGHT THAT THIS LAND OF ANGIENT CIVILIZATIONS, THE CRADLE OF REVEALED REUGIONS, STEEPED IN TOLERANCE AND
HUMANISM, WOULD RETURN TO ITS FORMER ROLE AS A LAND OF CONVERGENCE, LOVE AND PEACE

WE THOUGHT THAT THE FALESTINIAH REFUGEES WOULD RETURN RAPIDLY TO THEIR TOWHNS AND VHLLAGES WITH DIGHITY AND
HONOUR, AHD THAT THE |RREPRESSIBLE LORGINGS OF THE PALESTINIAN PECFLE FOR SELF-DETERMINATION AND THE BUILDING OF A
PALESTINIAN STATE WOULD FINALLY BE REALIZED.

WE THOUGHT THEN, IN GOOD PAITH, THAT THE QUESTION OF EAST JERUSALEM WOULD BE SETTLED AND THAT |SRAEL, SECURE
WITHIN TS INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED BORDERS, WOULD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW, PROCEED TO WITHDRAW TS
1ROOPS FROM THE OCGUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES AND YO ENTER INTO A NEW ERA OF PARTHERSHIFP, PEACE, STASILITY AND SHARED
DEVELOPMENT WITH THE KREIGHBOURS THAT HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY HAD GIVEN IT.

I MUST BE ACKHOWLEDGED THAT IN THE LIGHT OF THE DEVELOPMENTS IN | 9097, THREATS LOOM OVER THE LEGITIMATE HOFES
OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, OWING TO CERTAIN UNILATERAL MEASURES AND THE FREEZE IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
AGREEMENTS CONCLUDED WITH THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY,

THE FOLICY OF COLONIZATION OF THE PALESTINIAN ARAB TERRITORIES HAS CONTINUED, ALONG WITH THE CONFISCATION OF
LAND 1N JERUSALEM, FREQUENT AND PROLONGED CLOSINGS OF THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES, FPROVOCATIONS BY ARMED SETTLERS
AGAINST PALESTINIAN CIVILIANS, EXTORTION AND PUNITIVE MEASURES AGAINST INNOCENT FOPULATIONS.

SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, THE OCCUPYING POWER LAUNCHED A DELIBERATE FOLICY OF JUDAIZATION OF EAST JERUSALEM, WITH
THE BUILDING OF A NEW JEWISH SETTLEMENT ON ARAB SOIL AT ABU GHNEIM, A HIGHLY SYMBOLIC SITE. OTHER SIMILAR MEASURES
HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT IN THE PAST PEW WEEKS, DESPITE THE RECENT INITIATIVES UNDERTAKEN BY THE LINITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND CERTAIN EURCPEAN COUNTRIES FOR THE RESUMPTION OF THE PEACE HEGOTIATIONS.

T+iiS DELIBERATE POLICY WAS STRONGLY CONDEMNED AT THE TWO EMERGENCY SPECIAL SESSIONS AND THE FIFTY-SECOND
SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

N THE LIGHT OF THE DANGEROUS EVOLUTION OF THE SITUATION N THE REGION, MAMKED BY THE STALEMATE IN THE PEACE
PROCESS, THE INTERNATIONAL MOBILIZATION FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE DESERVES TO BE STRENGTHENED AND
EXPANDED. THE PALESTINIANSG MAVE A RIGHT TG LIVE AS A PEOPLE AND A NATION WITHIN A SOVEREIGH STarE. THEY HAVE A RIGHT
1O PEACE, SECLIRITY, PERSONAL SAFETY AND THE SAFETY OF THEIR PROFERTY. [T 15 CLEAR TO EVERYONE THAT THESE FUNDAMENTAL,
INALIENABLE AKRD INDISSOLUBLE RIGHTS CANNOT BE EXERCISED ANYWHERE BUT IN THE LAND OF THEIR ANCESTORS - IN THEIR
HOMELAND, |IN PALESTINE, iH A FREE PALESTINE WITH A LEGAL AHD INTERNATIONALLY RECOGHIZED STATUS.

My COUNTERY, SENEGAL, REMAINS DEEPLY CORVINCED THAT THERE CAN BE NO PEAGE AND SECURITY IN THIS REGION S0 LONG
AS THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE CONTINUE TO BE IGNORED, THE RELEVANT UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS CONTINUE TO
BE FLOUTED WITH IMPUNITY AND THE PRINCIPLES LAID DOWHN IN THE MapriD, Osto, WasHINGTON, D .C, aNp TABA ACCORDS,
ESTABLISHING THE EXCHANGE OF *LAND FOR PEACE', REMAIN A DEAD LETTER

I 1S 1N THIS SPIRIT THAT OUR COUNTRY SUPPORTS THE HOLDING OF A CONFERENCGE OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE GENEVA
CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE PROTECTION OF CiviLlaAn PERSGNS IN TIME OF Wak, oF | 2 AUGUST 949, witTH THE FUuLL
PARTICIPATION OF THE PALESTINIAN DELEGATION.

THE RISKS OF AN ESCALATION ARE REAL IF WE DO HOTHING TO GET THE PEACE PROCESS BACK ON TRACK AND ESTABLUISH
CONMDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES THAT COULD HELP TO RELAUNCH THE NEGOTIATIONS, STARTING FROM THE FPOINTS OF AGREEMENT
ALREADY REACHED BY THE PARTIES.

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENGE, THE LEAGUE OF ARAE STATES, THE UNITED NATIONS THROUGH THE
COMMIFTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SECURITY
COUNCIL, THE COSPONSORS OF THE PEACE FROGESS, NON-GOVERNMENTAL OHRGANIZATIONS AND ALL PERSONS OF GOOD WILL MUST
EXERT ALL POSSIBLE INFLUEHCE ON THE COURSE OF EVENTS IN ORDER TO HALT THE DANGEROUS TREND TOWARDS A RESUMPTION
OF HOSTILITIES . THE INTERNATIONAL GOMMUNITY MUST DO EVERYTHING IN ITS POWER TO ENSURE THAT THE VOICE OF REASON AND
GOOD JUDGEMENT PREVAILS.
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THIS IS THE MESSAGE THAT PRESIDENT ABDOU DIOUF ASKED ME TO DELIVER TO YOU QN THE OCCASION OF THIS IMPORTANT
INTERNATIONAL. CONFERENCE IN SUPPORT OF THE INALIEHADLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. [T 15 A MESSAGE OF PEACE
AND HOPFE, A POWERFUL MESSAGE OF RENEWED SOLIDARITY WitH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND WITH PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT =
A MESSAGE OF THANKS AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO ALL PERSONS OF GOOD WILL WHO ARE WORKING EVERY DAY TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE
OF PEACE, JUSTICE AND THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE.

L. M, SiIsULY
DEPUTY MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS OF SOUTH AFRICA,
(ON BEMALF OF NELSON MANDELA, PRESIDENT OF SOUTH AFRICA)

IT 1S INBEED AN EXTRAORDINARY HONOUR FOR ME TO PASTICIPATE 4 THIS ESTEEMED CONFERENCE OM BEHALF OF MY
PRESIDENT NELSON MANDELA.

THE BJ0OUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE BREAKDOWHN OVER THE PAST MORE IN THE PROCESS OF
HEGOTATION, A PROCESS WHICH WAS PERHAPS THE MOST KOTABLE RESULT OF THE Q5L0 ACCORDS AND ONE OF THE GREAT FACTORS
QF HOPE FOR A FUTURE OF PEACE BETWEEN ISRAEL AND PALESTINE, SOUTH AFRICA REMAINSG UNEQUIVOCALLY SURPORTIVE OF THE
PEACE FLAN MAPPED OUT AT OSLO AND SEES A PUTUNE OF LASTING PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN [SRAEL AND PALESTINE OHLY
¥ 1T IS BASED UPON A SPIRIT OF MUTUAL. CONSULTATION AND RESPECT.

UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, THE OsL0 FROCESS, BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF LAND FOR PEACE, HAS BEEN REPLACED @Y
AN APPROACH TO PEACEMAKING WHICH SEEMS TO BE PREDICATED UPON THE ACHIEVEMENT OF ARMED NON-BELLIGERENCE AND THE
UNILATERAL MAXIMIZATION OF ISRAEL'S CONTROL OVER PALESTIMIAN LAND. INSTEAD OF CONSBULYING, THE CURRENT ISRAELL
GOVERNMENT SEEMS TO HAVE TURNED TO WHOLESALE EXPROFPRIATION AND CONFISCATION OF PALESTINIAN LAND, RAFID EXPANSION
OF |SAAEL! SETTLEMENTS, A PROGRAMME OF ROADrBUILDING DESIGNED TO CARVE UP PALESTIMIAN TERRITORY AND ISOLATION OF
PALESTINIAN COMMUNITIES IN THE INTERESTS OF ENHANCING ISRAEL! CONTROL., SHOCKINGLY, THIS HAS LED TO AN ALARMING IHCREASE
IH THE NUMBER OF FAMILIES EVICTED FROM THEIR HOMES WiTH ACCOMPANYING DEMOUTIONS, ALLEGEDLY IN THE INTERESTS OF
GUARANTEEING SECURITY FOR 1SAAEL] CITIZENS.

ISRAEL'S EMPHASIS ON MINIMIZING SEGURITY THREATS {5 BEING USED TO JUSTIFY A POLICY OF IMPOSING CLOSURES ON
PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES, THESE CLOSURES HAVE MAD THE EFFECT OF PREVENTING PALESTINIANS FROM REACHING THEIR PLACES
OF WORK, THUS INDUCING HIGH LEVELS OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND IMPOVERISHMENT IN PALESTINIAN SOCIETY. ULTIMATELY THIS
THREATENS THE SECURITY OF PALESTINIAN SOCIETY; THE SECURITY OF A STABLE INCOME: THE SECURITY Of COMING HOME AT NIGHT
WITHOUT THE FEAR OF FINDING AN EVICTION OR BEMOLITION ORDER STUCK TO YOUR FRONT DOOR; THE SECURITY OF KNOWING THAT
YOU CAN REACH A HOSPITAL; THE SECURITY OF BEING ABLE TO RESIDE IN THE WEST BANK FOR PURPOSES OF STUDY OR CAREER
EVEN IF YOU HAIL FROM GAZA — THIS SECURITY IS AS LEGITIMATE AND AS VITAL FOR THE STABILITY AHD DEVELOBPMENT OF PALESTINIAN
SOCIETY AS SECURITY FROM RANDOM TERRORISM IS FOR ISRAELI SOGIETY, IN FACT THE VERY ARBITRARINESS OF ISRAEL SECURITY
DECISIONS ABOUT THESE AND OTHER ASPECTS OF DAILY PALESTINIAN LIFE AND THE UNCERTAINTY WHICH IT GIVES RISE TO AND THE
HARASSMENT AND HUMILIATION WHICH OFTEN ACCOMPANY THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH DECISIONS, CONSTITUTE A PSYCHOLOGICAL
ONSLAUGHT OH PALESTINIAN SOCIETY WHICH IS AS DESTRUCTIVE OF PEACE AS THE THREAT QF TERRORIST ATTACKS HANGING OVER
THE HEADS OF {SRAELIS.

THE SECURITY INTERESTS OF THE TWO SOCIETIES ARE NOT IN FACT MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE. SECURITY FOR BOTH CAN BE
ENHAHCED ONLY WHEN BOTH SIDES RESPECT EACH OTHER AS FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS DESTINED IRREVOCABLY TO SHARE THE SAME
LAND,

SOUTH AFRIGA'S OWN EXPERIENCE OF PEACEMAKING AND NATIONAL RECONCILIATION iS5 BASED UPOR THE FUNDAMENTAL
PROPOSITION THAT THE SQLUTION TO INYRACTABLE CONFLICT LIES NOT QNLY 1IN THE BIILDING OF TRUST BETWEEN PARTIES, BUT IS
ALSD TO BE FOUND IN THE MANNER EACH SIDE TO A CONFLICT REACHES QUT ACROSS THE DIVIDE THAT SEPARATES THEM, IN ORDER
TO ESTABLISH COMMON GROUND AS A BASIS FOR THE SHARED GOAL OF PEACEMAKING AND BUILDING A FUTURE TOGETHER,

IN THIS REGARD AN ESSENTIAL AND BASIC REQUIREMENT IS THE NEED #OR ALL PARTIES WHO JOIN IN BUILDING A SHARED VISION
AND HOPE FOR PEACE TOGETHER, 1O RECOGNIZE MUTUALLY THE PRIGHITY, HUMANITY AND UNIVERSAL. PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE IMBUING
THE POSITIONS OF ALL SIBES.

NO PARTY TO A CONFLICT MAS EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS IN A PROCESS OF PEACEMAKING ,

SOUTH AFRICA'S RECOGHITION QF THE STATE OF PALESTINE (S IN ITS MOST ESSENTIAL FORM A STATEMENT WHICH 15
PROFOUNDLY SYMBOLIC AND EQUALLY CATEGORICAL IN ITS COMMITMENT TO THE CAUSE OF MAKING PEACE N THE MIDDLE EAST.

AT ITS CORE, IT DIGNIFIES THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND THEIR CLAIM FOR NATIONHOOD WITH AN EQUAL STATUS TO THAT Of

THEIR PARTHER IN THE SEARCH OF PEACE, ISRAEL IT RECOGHIZES THE JUSTICE OF PALESTINE'S DEMAND TO ACHIEVE THE RIGHT TO
SELF-DETERMINATION AND AN EQUAL PLACE IN THE COMMUNITY OF HATIONS
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SOUTH AFRICA'S RECOGNITON OF PALESTINE IS THUS A PROFOUNDLY AND AFFIRMATIVELY PROPEACE STATEMENT WHICH DERIVES
HOT ONLY FROM OUR NATION'S COMMITMENT 1O THE ACHIEVEMENT OF TRUE AND LASYTING PEACE N THE MippiLE EAST BUT ALSO FROM
OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT TRUE PEACE Witl ONLY BE FOSSIELE WHEN THERE IS A COMMON BASIS FOR MUTUAL, JUST AND EQUAL
ACCEPTANGE OF THE INTRINSIC DIGRITY OF EACH SIDE.

WE PLEDGE OUR UNWAVERING SUPPORT TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN THEIR JUST QUEST F'Oﬁ PEACE. WE ALSO SUPPORT
THOSE IN |SRAEL WHO SHARE THIS HOBLE GOAL AND WHO ARE COURAGEOUS ENOUGH TO VOICE TREIR BELIEF IN THIS ES55ENTIAL
FOUNDATION FOR BUILDING PEACE. SOUTH AFRICA APPLALIDS YOUR COURAGE AND WILLIKGHESS TO BECOME PART OF THE PROCESS
OF REACHING OUT ACROSS THE DIVIDE TO BUILD COMMON GROUND AND MUTUAL. RECOGHNITION.

WE ALSO APPLAUD THE COURAGECUS STAND TAKEN BY PROGRESSIVE WOMEN OF PALESTINE AND ISRAEL WHO HAVE HELD HANDS
ACHOSS THE DIVIDE IN THEIR QUEST FOR PEACE IN THE REGION.

My PRESENCE AT THIS CONFERENCE |5 NOT ONLY TO HONOUR THE JUSTICE OF A CAUSE | BELIEVE IN DEEPLY; iT IS ALSO TO
EXPRESS THE SOLIDARITY OF SOUTH AFRICA WITH THE CAUSE OF PEACE, SOUTH AFRICA STANDS FIRMLY WITH THOSE WHO {DENTIFY
WITH AND STRIVE FOR A JUST AND ENDURING PEACE IN THE MioptlE East. FROM THIS NATION, YOU CAN EXPECT NO LESS.

FARUK LOGOGLU
DEPUTY UNDER-SECRETARY FOR POLIMCAL AFFAIRS,
MinIsTRY oF FOREIGH AFFAIRS OF TURKEY

THIE CONFERENCE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE (S TAKING PLACE AT AN OPFORTUNE TIME. IT RIGHLIGHTS THE
FACT THAT AT THE CORE OF ALL THE TROUBLES IN THE MIDBLE EAST REGION STILL. LIES THE UNRESOLVED PLIGHT OF THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE. SO LONG AS THE PALESTINIANS ARE DENIED THEIR INALIENABLE RIGHTS, LASTING PEACE IN THE MipDLE EAST Will BE
DIFFICULY TO ACHIEVE.

IT 15 COMMENDABLE THAT THREE IMPORTANT ORGANIZATIONS HAVE CODPERATED IH PUTTING THIS CONFERENCE TOGETHER, THE
UNITED NAHONS, THE CRGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CORFERENCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES. THIS 1S ALREADY AN INDICATION
OF THE GROWING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE IMPORTANCE AND URGENCY OF THE ISSUES WE ARE EXPECTED TO DISCUSS N THE
COURSE OF OUR DEUBERATIONS TODAY AND TOMORROW.

THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF TURKEY ARE COHSISTENT AND STRONG SUPPORTERS OF THE CAUSE OF THE FPALESTINIAN
PEOPLE. THE TURKISH PEOPLE HAVE MANY REASONS TO ACT IN SOUDARITY WiTH THEIR FPALESTINIAN BRETHREN. WE HAVE OVER THE
YEARS HELPED TO PROMOTE THE NEEDS AND ASPIRATIONS OF THE PALESTINIANS AND PROVIDED DIRECT HELS TOWARDS THE
REALIZATION OF THEIR LEGITIMATE CAUSE. WE DID THIS IN A VARIETY OF FORUMS, WHETHER UNDER THE ROOF OF THE UNITED
NATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIOHAL PLATFORMS Gt IN THE CONTEXT GF OUR BILATERAL. RELATIONS. WE WILL NOT CEASE OUR
EFFORTS UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THEY ARE IN A POSITION TO EXERCISE ARD ENJOY THEIR RIGHTS IH FuULL.

WE REGRET THAT THE PLIGHT OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE CONTINUES. WiTH THE VIRTUAL RUPTURE OF THE MIDDLE EAST
PEACE PROCESS, THEY ARE FACING A GRAVE AND FRUSTRATING SITUATION IHSTEAD OF MAKING PROGRESS IN THE REALIZATION OF
THEIR RIGHTS, THEY ARE FACING SETBACKS AND DEEPER INJURIES. ISRAELl SETTLEMENT ACTIVITIES HAVE URNDERCUT THE GOODWILL
REGLHAED FOR THE CONTINUATION OF NEGOTIATIONS AND ENEMIES OF PEACE HAVE MADE THE SITUATION WORSE 8Y RESORTING TO
TERRORISM, THIS SITUATION CAHNNOT BE TOLERATED.

TURKEY VIEWED THE ONSET OF THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS AS ONE OF THE MAJOR EVENTS OF THE REGENT pasT. WE
INVESTED A LOT OF HOPE, EFFORT AND RESOURCES IN THE PROCESS IN THE EXPECTATION THAT IT WOULD FINALLY BRING STABHITY
AND SECURITY TO THIS TROUBLED REGION. TURKEY STiLL BEULIEVES THAT THE PEACE PROCESS REMAINS TO BE THE OHLY REALISTIC
AND PREFERABLE WAY FOR SETTLING THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT AND FOR MEETING THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE Pal ESTINIAN PEOPLE

VALUABLE TIME HAS ALREADY BEEN LOST IN THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PAROCESS AND AS A RESULT THE PEOPLE OF PALESTINE
HAVE HAD TO PUT UP WITH EVEN MORE SUFFERING. THIS IS NOT JUST AND IT IS NOT RIGHT. THE PEAGE PROCESS MUST BE REVIVED,
WITH ALL SIDES READY TO FULFIL THEIR OBLIGATIONS. ISRAEL SHOULD STICK TO ITS BINRDING COMMITMENTS AND MUST iN PARTICULAR
REFRAIN FROM ACTS THAT DEPRIVE THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE FROM THE LEGITIMATE EXERCISE OF THEIR RIGHTS AND FREEBOMS.
SIMILARLY, THE PEACE PROCESS SHOULD NOT BE HELD HOSTAGE TO TERARORIST ACTS., TURKEY CONTINUES TO SUPPORT THE PEACE
PROCESS AND WILL TRY TO HELF ALL APPROPRIATE EFFORTS TO REVIVE T

IN THE MEANTIME, WE WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE iNTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY REMAIN ALERT TO THE SITUATION AND
DIFFCULHES OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, NO PEOPLE WITH SO MUCH DEPRIVATION AND FRUSTRATION CAMN BE TRULY EXPECTED
TD DISENGAGE ITSELF FROM FEELINGS OF DISTRUST AND HOSTIUITY. THIS 1S WHY THE LIVING CONDITIONS Of THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE
NEED TO BE IMPROVED URGENTLY IN ORDER TO BUILD AN ADEQUATE LEVEL OF ECONOMIC AND SQGIAL WELL-BEING AND PROSPERITY.
Fom WITH A SENSE OF WELLTBEING AND HOPE FOR THE FUTURE, IT WOULD 8E EASIER FOR THE FPALESTINIAN PEOPLE TO PUT THEIR
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BEST EFFORTS IN THE MAKING OF PEACE WITH ISRAEL. WE HOPE 'THAT THIS CONFERENGE WILL LEAD TO MORE MEANINGFUL STEPS
BY THE INTEANATIONAL. COMMUNITY iH THE EXTENSION OF MORE ECONOMIC, FINANCIAL AND TECHHNICAL. ASSISTANCE TO THE PALESTINIAN
FPEQPLE.

TURKEY STRONGLY WISHES THAT THE TWENTY-FIRST CERTURY WILL BE A CENTURY OF PEACE AND COOPRERATION. [N THIS
CONRNECTION, WE CANNOT VISUALIZE ANY GRAND SCHEME OF PEACE IN THE MIinbLE EAST WITHOUT THE FULL RESTITUTION OF THE
INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. WE THEREFORE PHAY THAT AT THE DAWHN OF THE NEW CENTURY, WE WILL ALL BE
ABLE TC APPLAUD AND CONGRATULATE OUR PALESTIHIAN BRETHREN FOR HAVING THEIR STATE ESTABLISHED, IN FULL POSSESSION OF
THEIR RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS AND THUS IN A POSITION TO MAKE THEIR CREATIVE CONTRIBUTIONS TO HUMANITY ANG CIVILIZATION, We
KNOW THIS IS NOT AN EASY TASK, BUT | WISH TO AFFIRM ONCE AGAIN THAT TURKEY WILL. PERSIST I WORKING HARD TO ACHIEVE THIS
LONG-DELAYED AND JUST GOAL. WE ARE CONFIDEHT THAT THiS CONFERENCE WILL, CONSTITUTE A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION IN THIS
REGARD,

MOUNIR ZAHRAN
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF EGYPT TO THE UNITED NATIONS
AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL OCRGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA
(ON BEHALF OF AMRE MoOUSSsa, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF EGYPT)

| HAVE THE HONOUR TO PARTICIFATE N THIS CONFERENCE ON BEHALF OF AMARE Moussa, MINISTER FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS
OF EGYPT, WHO COULD NOT BE HERE OWING TO HIS ENGAGEMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CouncIL or MINISTERS OF THE
CRGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY AT ADDIS ABABA HE ASKED ME TO CONVEY TO YOU HIS BEST WISHES FOR SUCCESS,

THIS CONFERENCE, CONVENED FOR THE SUPFORT OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN FEOPLE IN COOFERATION
BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS, THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, IS A VERY
IMPORTANT EVENT BOTH IN ITS TIMING AND SUBSTANCE THE CONFERENCE TAKES PLACE AT A TIME WHEN THE PEACE PROCESS HAS
REACHED AN IMPASSE AS A RESULT OF THE NON-FULFILLMENT BY THE [SRAEL] GOVERNMENT OF ITS OBIIGATIONS STEMMING FROM THE
PEACE AGREEMENTS AND PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY.

THE ESSENCE OF THE DANGER OF THIS PHASE LIES IN THE FACT THAT THE ESSENCE AND THE BASIS OF THE PEACE PROCESS
ARE AT RISK.

THE PEACE PROCESS, WHICH STARTED IN | 95t WITH THE MADRID CONFERENGE IN ORDER TO IMPLEMENT SECURITY COUNCIL,
RESOLUTIONS 242 (1967) AND 338 (197 3), WAS FOUNDED ON A SOLID BASIS THAT IS THE PRINGIPLE OF "LAND FOR PEACE",
WHICH IS THE CORNERSTONE OF THE OsLO ACCORD.

AT PRESENT, THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE MIDDLE EAST FACES A SERIOUS THREAT AS A RESULT OF THE NON-IMPLEMENTATION
BY ISRAEL OF TS COMMITMENTS AND THE NON-OBSERVANCE OF THE TIMETABLES SET FOR IT AND AGREED UPON WITH THE PALESTINIAN
SIDE AND TS CONTINUATION OF THE POLICY OF CONSTRUCTION OF ISRAEU SETTLEMENTS IN THE CCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES.
THE ISRAEL! PRACTICES CONSTITUTE A THREAT TO THE VERY ESSENCE OF THE ISRAEL] OBLIGATION, WHICH IS RETURNING LAND TO TS
RIGHT OWNERS [N EXCHANGE FOR PEACE AND SECURITY FOR ALL,

ON THE OTHER HAND, WE CAUTION AGAINST ALLOWING ISRAEL TO SEIZE THE PRESENT SITUATION AS THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY iS PREQCCURIED BY THE CRISIS OF THE INSPECTION OF WEAPDNS OF MASS DESTRUGTION IN IRAQ TO EVADE THE |SRAEL:
OBLIGATIONS TOWARDS THE PEACE PROCESS. IT SHOULD NOT ALSO BE FORGOTTEM THAT (SRAEL ALSO POSSESS WEAPONS OF MASS
PESTRUGTION WHICH CONSTITUTE A TREAT TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY INCLUDING THE WHOLE REGION. WE, THEREFORE,
REPEAT OUR CALL FOR ALL PARTIES TO IMPLEMENT THE INTIATIVE LAUNCHED BY PRESIDENT HOSNI MUBARAK IN APRIL, | 980
CONCERNING THE ELIMINATION OF ALL WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION FROM THE MIDDLE EAST, AN OBJECTIVE WHICH SHOULD BE
ADHERED TO 8Y ALL STATES IN THE REGION WITHOUT EXCERTION.

THE ISRAELI POLICY OF BUILDING SETTLEMENTS 1N THE PALESTINIAN AND ARAS TERRITORIES OCCUPIED SINCE | D57 DEPRIVES
THE PALESTINIANS FROM ONE OF THEIR MOST IMPORTANT RIGHTS WHICH 1S LAND. AND AT THE TIME THE ISRAEW SIDE CONTINUES ITS
PROVOCATION AGAINST THE PALESTINIAN NATIONAL SENTIMENTS, BY CONTINUING ITS POLICY OF BUILDING AND EXPANDING THE
SETTLEMENTS, ISRAEL CORTINUES ALSO ITS FOUCY OF ENCIRCLEMENT, GLOSURE AND STARVATION WHICH LED TO THE DETERIORATION
OF THE ECONOMIC SITUATION AND THE INCREASE OF UNEMPLOYMENT BETWEEN THE ARAB POPULATION OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES,
HCLUDING THE TERRITORIES UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY.

THE CLEAR FACT IN THIS REGARD WHICH CANNOT BE IGNGRED BY ANY OBJECTIVE POLITICAL. ANALYST IS THAT THERE IS A CLEAR

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO PILLARS OF THE EQUATION OF LAND FOR PEACE. THE MORE THE SE{ZURE OF PALESTINIAN LAND 1S
ACCELERATED, THE MORE INSECURITY PREVAILS AND THE MORE THE CHANCE OF PEACE WILL BE DELAYED.

22



THE ISRAELI POLICY OF FAIT ACCOMPLI AND BUILDING OF SETTLEMENTS HAS MANY FACETS AND VARIOUS LEVELS. It APPEARS
TO BE A CONSISTENT ISRAEL] STRATEGY TO REVERSE THE JUST PEACE PROCESS AS AGREED UPON AND AS SUMMARIZED BY THE
BQUATION OF LAND FOR PEACE, A PROCESS WHICH EGYPT STARTED IN NOVEMBER 1977,

.

-

HOWEVER, THE LAW OF PORCE, IF IT REMAINS DOMINANT OVER THE FORCE OF LAW, THERE Witl BE ONLY ONE CONSEQUENCE,
MAMELY VIOLENGE AND MORE VIOLENCE, WHICH THE REGION HAS WITHESSED FOR S0 MANY YEARS. THIS NOT ONLY JEOPARDIZES THE
HATIOMNAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, BUT ALSO THREATENS THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OF ALl OTHER PEOPLES IN THE
REGION; IN THE ARAB AND [SLAMIC WORLD, IN ADDITION TO THE INTERESTS OF EUROPE THAT SHARES WITH THE FEOFLES OF THE
REGION, GEOGRAFPHY, HISTORY AND THE FUTURE.

THEREFORE, ISRAEL SHOULD STOP BUILDING SETTLEMENTS IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES, SINGE THE WEST BaNK,
INCLUDING EAST JERUSALEM, iS5 NOT PART OF ISRAEL. THEY ARE PALESTINIAK TERRITORIES AND Witi. REMAIN SO NO MATTER WHAY
ISRAEL. DOES OR CLAIM. FORCE CAN USURP A RIGHT BUT CAMNOT ESTABLISH A RIGHT. LEGITIMACY HAS ITS WELL-KNOWN SOURCES.
IT CANNOT DERIVE FROM THE POLICY OF A FAIT ACCOMPLE OR THE ISRAEL! PRACTICES WHICH ARE UNIQUE 1N THE WORLD AND ALL
LINITED NMATIONS RESOLUTIONS ASCERTAIN THEIR INVALIDITY,

THIS LEADS ME TO EXPRESS THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO THE COMMITTEE OK THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF
THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE HAS SUCCESSFULLY COVERED ALL THE LLEGAL [SRAELI PRACTICES WHICH
THREATEN THE PEACE PROCESS. | WOULD LIKE ALSO TO £XPRESS OUR DISMAY FOR THE NONCOMPLIANGE BY |SRAEL WITH THE
MECESSITY TO IMPROVE THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. THIS CONSTITUTES A LEGAL OBLIGATION UPON ISRAEL
AS THE "OCCUPRYING FPOWER", IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF | 949, AS WELL AS A POLITICAL NECESSITY TO
CONPIDENCE-BUILDING iN THE PEAGE PROCESS.

AGANST THIS BACKGROUND, WE SUPPORTED THE RESOLUTION OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY IN MAY | 897 RELATED TO
THE HEALTH CONDITIONS OF THE ARAB POPULATION iN THE QCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, WHICH REFLECTS THE NEERED ATTENTION
AHD PROMOTION OF THEIR RIGHTS.

SIMILARLY, THE DETERIORATION OF THE SITUATION OF WORKERS AND EMPLOYERS IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES
DESERVES PARTICULAR ATTENTION SINGE WORKERS ARE IN THE FOREFRONT OF THOSE WHO ARE SERIOUSLY AFFECTED 8Y THE ISRAEL!
PRACTICES. THIS 1S WHY EGYPT HAS SUPPORTED AN EXPANDING ROLE OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGAMIZATION (ILO) IN THIS
RESPECT.

EGYET WAS ONE OF THE CO-SPONSORS OF THE ILO RESOLUTION IN THIS RESPECT ADOPTED N JUNE 1990 IN THE EIGHTY-
THIRD SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE ON THE ISSUE OF THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF
ARAD EMPLOYERS AND WORKERS IN PALESTINE AND THE OTHER ARAB OCCURIED TERRITORIES WITH A VIEW TC ENHANCE THE PEACE
PROCESS IN THE MinDLE EAST. THAT RESOLUTION REFERREZD TO THE PHILADELFHIA DECLARATION CONTAINING A CONFIRMATION OF
THE RIGHT TO WORK AS A BASIC FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT WHICH SHOULD BE EXERCISED BY ALl PEOPLES ON AN EQUAL FOOTING
RAEGARDLESS OF THEIR ETHNIC, REUGIOUS OR NATIONAL QRIGING. THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE WELCOMED THE PEACE
PROCESS WHICH WAS STARTED BY THE MApRID CONFERENCE IN | B3 1 1M THE MIDDLE EAST AIMING TO ACHIEVE A JUST, LASTING AND
COMPREHENSIVE PEACE 1N THE MIDDLE EAST AS A CONDITION SINE QUA HON FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY.
IT CONFIRMED THAT MILITARY OCCUFATION AHD THE POLICY OF ESTABLISHING SETTLEMENTS ARE BOTH INCONSISTENT WITH THE
PURPOSES AND PRINCIFLES OF [LO AND INTERNATIOMAL LABOUR STANDARDS N ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS OF 1874 AND | 580 CONCERNING THE SITUATION OF ARAB WORKERS AND ISRAEL] SETTLEMENTS N
PALESTINE AND OTHER ARAB OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF I1.O WAS REQUESTED TO TAKE THE NECESSARY
STEPS TO FORMULATE AND IMPLEMENT A PLAN OF ACTION AHD ACTIVITIES FOR ILO IN FAVOUR OF THE PALESTIHIAN AUTHORITY IH
VARIOUS WORK FIELDS. THE CONFERENCE EXFRESSED IS DEEP CONCERN OVER THE ISRAEL! VIOLATIONS IN THIS RESPECT, AS NOTED
By ILO N ITS ANNUAL REFORTS SINGE | B78. A SPECIAL REFERENCE WAS MADE TO PARAGRAPH 25 OF THE | 995 ILO REPORT
WHICH REVEALED THE CHANGE IN THE PHYSICAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTER OF THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN AND ARAB
TERRITORIES, MEASUBES WHICH DIRECTLY VIOLATED INTERNATIONAL, LAW, AND THE CONFISCATION OF TERRITORIES AND WATER DIRECTLY
RELATED TO THE POLICY OF SETTLEMENT WHICH CONSTITUTE A SERIOUS OBSTACLE TO THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE MIDDLE EAST,

| SHOULD ALSO MENTION THE MOST RECENT REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND
WORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAsT (HNRWA) CONCERNING ITS LIMITED RESOURCES WHICH MAKES IT
DIFFICULT TO ASSUME ITS IMPORTANT HUMANITARIAN ROLE, THIS FACT MAKES IT URGENT NOT TO REDUCE ITS ALREADY LIMITED
RESOURCES, BUT TO INCREASE THEM IH THE UNITED NATIONS BUDGET IN ORDER YO ENABLE UNRWA TO FACE THE GROWING
REQUIREMENTS TO FULFIL. TS RESPONSIBHJITIES. DONOR COUNTRIES SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO INCREASE THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS
IN THIS RESPECT. IN ADDITION, THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HiGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (LUNHCR) sHoOULD ALSO
EXERCISE A COMPLEMENTARY ROLE TO THAT OF UNRWA,.

I 15 WORTHWHILE TO MENTION N THIS CONTEXT THAT EGYPT WAS AMONG THE STATES WHICH PLEADED FOR THE CONTINUATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCTAD) UNIT SUFPORTING PALESTINMIAN PEOFLE IN THE
FRAMEWORK OF THE REFORM OF UNCTAD. WE CONTINGE TO PROVIDE THE SAID UNIT WITH THE NECESSARY FINANCIAL RESOURCES.

ISRAEL SHOULD HALT ITS ILLEGAL PRAGTICES WHICH DENY THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEGPLE. AlLL THE

ARBITRARY MEASURES TAKEN AGAINST THE PALESTINIANS SUCH AS CLOSURE AND STARVATION AS A COLLECTIVE PUHNISHMENT IN
REACTION TO THE ANGRY REACTION OF THE POPULATIONS AS A RESULT OF THE CONTINUATION OF THE CONFLICT AND THE FRUSTRATION
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OF THE PALESTINIANS IS DUE TO THIE LACK OF ANY SERIOUS HOPE OF A JUST SETTLEMENT IN THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. AN EHD
TO THESE PRACTICES SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN THE LIGHT OF THE PEACE PROCESS WHICH WAS LAID DOWN DURING THE MADRID
CONFERENCE AND AFTER THE SIGNATURE BY THE ISRAELI GOVERANMENT OF THE OSLO ACCORD AND THE CAIRO AGREEMENT AND
WASHINGTON, D.C., DECLARATION,

THE HOPE OF REACHING SUCH A JUST SETTLEMENT IS5 DIREGTLY LINKED TO THE EFFICIENCY AND CREDIBIUTY OF THE
INFTERNATIONAL ORDER AND THE RESPECT OF ITS LEGAL BASICS AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION DY DIFFERENT INSTITUTIONS, HENGE, THE
FACT THAT GENERAL ASSEMBELY RESOLUTION ES, 10/3 OF I 5 JuLy | 997 ON THE SETTLEMENTS AND ISRAZLI PRACTICES WAS ADOPTED
IN AN EXTRADRDINARY SESSION IN THE FRAMEWORK OF "LNITED FOR PEACE", BY A MAJORITY OF | 39 TO 3, WITH | 3 ABSTENTIONS,
1S VERY SIGNIFICANT BY ITSELF

THE FIRST SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS RESOLUITION CONCERNING THE ISRAELI PRACTICES IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES
15 THAT THOSE PRACTICES PUT THE INTERNATIONAL. COMMUNITY iN A SITUATION OF HELPLESSHESS WHICH GALLS TO MEMORY THE COLD
WAR ERA WHEN THE MUTUAL EXCHANGE OF "veTo" was ALMOST PARALYZING THE ROLE OF THE SECURITY COUNCH..

THE SECOKD SIGNIFICANCE IS THAT THE SAID GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION GAINS MIGHER LEGAL VALUE COMPARED TO
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SINGE IT WAS BASED ON A UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION "UNITED FOR PEAGE",
It SHOULD THEREFORE BE EVEN MORE RESPECTED AND COMPLIED WITH.

A THIRD FOINT WHICH |$ EQUALLY RELEVANT IN THIS RESPECT IS THAT THE SAID GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION I8 BASED
ON WAYS AND MEANS OF ENFORCING RESPECT FOR THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION IN THE OCCURIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES,
THIS CALLS FOR A MORE ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL. COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS TO ENSURE THE IMPLEMENTATION

BY ISRAEL. OF THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION AND STOP 1S PRACTICES WHICH CONSTITUTE A FLAGRANT AND CONTINUOUS VIOLATION
OQF TS FROVISIONS,

THE WORLD (S WITHESSING AT PRESENT A SERIES OF IMPORTANT AND EVEN CRUCIAL DEVELOPMENTS, IT 1S UNACCEFTABLE AND
ILLOGICAL THAT THE VERY BASICS OF INTERHATIONAL LAW BE BROUGHT INTO QUESTION OR POLEMICS AS WE ARE ON THE EVE OF A
HEW MILLENNIUM WHERE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUHNITY LOOKS FORWARD 1O PEACE, SECURITY AND STABILITY. JUSTICE 15 THE
PREREQUISITE FOR FEACE,

WE THEREFORE LOOK FORWARD TO THE FULFILLMENT BY AlL MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY THE
FIVE PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES IN ORDER TO ATTAIN THE COMMON GBJECTIVE
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER WHICH IS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SECURE AND STABLE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY BASED ON THE
RULE OF LAW AND EQUALITY AMONG STATES AND PEQPLES, ESFPECIALLY AND ABOVE ALL THE RIGHT 1O SELF-DETERMINATIONS, WHICH
IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT COLLECTIVE HUMAN RIGHTS INSCRISED IN THE CHARTER OFf THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE URIVERSAL
DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS FOR WHICH WE ARE CELEBRATING IN | BD8 THE FIFTIETH AMNIVERSARY.

AHMAD MOHAMMED AL
PRESIDENT OF THE ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK

ON BEHALF OF THE ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK, IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO EXPRESS MY SINCERE GRATITUDE TO THE
COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE FOR HAVING INVITED Us TO PARTICIFATE IN
THIS CONFERENCE, THE PURPOSE OF WHICH 1S TO DISCUSS AN ISSUE OF THE VERY GREATEST IMPORTANGE THAT HAS PREOCCUPIED
THE INTERNATIONAL. COMMUNITY THROUGHOUT THE SECOND HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY,

| SHOULD ALSO UKE TO THANK BOTH THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES FOR
THEIR ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT IN THE PREPARATIONS FOR THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENGE.

THANKS ARE ALSO DUE TO THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM FOR HOSTING THE CONFERENCE AND FOR THE WARM WELCOME AND
GENEROUS HOSPITALITY WE HAVE ENJOYED, AS WELL AS FOR THE EXCELLENT ARRANGEMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE TO ENSURE THE
SUCCESS OF THE CONFERENCE,

THOSE WHO FOLLOW CLOSELY WORLD POLITICS IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY ARE AWARE THAT THE MibOGLE
EAST MAS ALWAYS BEEN AND REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT REGIHINS IN AND FOR THE WHOLE WORLE HOWEVER, IT HAS ALSO
BEEN ONE OF THE MOST TROUBLED AND DISTURBED DURING THE LAST THREE DECADES OF THIS CENTURY. [T HAS BEEN THE SCENE

OF A CONTINUAL SERIES OF DESTRUCTIVE WARS THAT HAVE SERIOUSLY AFFECTED THE REGION ON THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL. AND
POLITICAL, LEVELS,

It DOES NOT TAKE LONG FOR ANYONE WHO TRIES TG UNDERSTAND TME REALITY OF WHAT IS GOING ON IN THIS STRATEGIC REGION
TO URDERSTAND THAT 7 IS PALESTINE AND THE MISFORTUNES THAT HAVE RAINED DOWHN ON ITS PEOPLE SINCE |5 MAY | D48 wWHICH
LIZ AT THE HEART OF THE CONFLICT AND WHICH REPRESENT THE REAL REASON FOR THESE SUCCESSIVE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND
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SOCIAL TROUBLES, T 15 PALESTINE WHICH HAS BEEN THE CAUSE OF THESE MURDEROUS WARS, THE SUFFERING ENDURED BY
SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS, AND THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL CHANGES. YET EACH TIME THAT THZ PALESTINIANS HAVE TRIED
4 PUT THIS UNHAPPY PAST BEHIND THEM BY COMPLYING WiTH UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS AND ATTEMFTING TO REALIZE THEIR OWN
ASPIRATIONS, THE ISRAELIS HAVE DONE EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO JEOPARDIZE THIS SECURITY AND STABILITY AND TO SABOTAGE THE
TIES OF TRUST BETWEEN THE PARTIES INVOLVED.

SINGE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL IN PALESTINE TERRITORIES IN | 248, THE PALESTINIANS HAVE BEEN
OBLIGED TO EMIGRATE AND, IN WAVE AFTER WAVE, TO LEAVE THEIR HOMELAND, UNDER THE FORCE OF POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL PRESSURES, MANY MILITARY DECISIONS RESULTING (N THE EXPROPRIATION OF THEIR PROPERTY, THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR
HOMES AND THE IMPOSITION OF GCOLLECTIVE SANCTIONS AGAINST THEM, REGARDLESS OF ALL THE CHARTERS OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND
THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

SUBSEQUENT TO ISRAEL'S OCCURATION OF ALL, THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES AND OF SOME TERRITORIES OF NEIGHBOURING
ARAB STATES IN | §67, THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE PALESTINIAN FEORFLE MAVE DETERIORATED! ACCORDING TO
A 1 OO7 REPORT OF LINCTAD, NEARLY 40 PER CENT OF THE PALESTINIANS IN THE GAZA STRIP AND 23 PER CENT OF THOSE IN THE
WeST BAHK UVE BELOW THE POVESTY LINE. THE DETAILS ARE GIVEN IN A STUDY THAT HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO THIS CONFERENCE.

INITIALLY, |SRAEL SEIZED MORE THAN 53 PER CENT OF THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES N THE WEST BANK AND THE Gaza STRIP
AND ESTABLISHED COLONIES OF SETTLERS THERE IN RESPONSE TO WHAT IT TERMED SECURITY CONCERNS. [T PROPOSES TO SEIZE
FURTHER TERRITORIES IN ORDER TO BUILD NEW SETTLEMENTS OR EXPAND EXISTING ONES, AND TO CONSTRUGT A RDAD NETWORK TO
LINK THOSE SETTLEMENTS WITH EACH OTHER AMD THEHN WITH OTHER ISRAEL] TOWNS AND TO ISOLATE ARAB AREAS FROM EACH OTHER
AND BREAK TMEIR TIES WITH THE ARAB CITY OF JERUSALEM. ALL THESE ACTS CONSTITUTE A FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF THE CHARTER
AND RESOLLITIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE AGREEMENTS REACHED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UMNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE RUSSIAN FEBERATION. SUCH ACTS ALSO GONSTITUTE A FAILURE TO LIVE UP TO THE PROMISES AND
COMMITMENTS MADE BY ISHAEL AT THE MADRID CONFERENCE, WHEN IT PROMISED TO FREEZE THE CONSTRUCTION OF SETTLEMENTS
ANDB TO REFRAIN FROM ANY MEASURES LIKELY TO AFFECT THE FIHAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS.

ISRAEL HAS, FURTHERMORE, SEIZED CONTROL OF THE MAJORITY OF THE WATER RESOQURCES. THEREBY DEPRIVING THE
EALESTINIANG OF THE ADDITIONAL SHARE THEY WERE AWARDED UNDER THE OSwLo I ACCORD, CONCLUDED ON 28 SEPTEMBER 1985,
A SHARE WHICH WAS SET AT 28 MILLION CUBIC METRES, IN ADDITION TO THE ESTIMATES OF THE WORLD BANK MISSIOH TO THE
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, WHICH AMOUNTED TO BETWEEN BOO MILLION AND 800 MILLION CUBIC METRES. [N FACT, THE SHARE
ALLOGATED TO THE PALESTINIAKS IS A MERE 200 MILLION AND 228 MILLION CUBIC METRES, AND OF THAT, &8 PER CENT IS USED
BY ISRAEL] SETTLEMENTS N PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES, SO THAT THE PALESTINIANS ARE USING ONLY 34 PER CENT OF THEIR SHARE,
oR 40 CUBIC METRES PER CAFITA, AS COMPARED WITH AH ESTIMATED ISRAEL! PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION OF 375 cumic METRES.

WITH REGARD TO THE PALESTINIAN ECONOMY, ISRAEL HAS TURNED IT INTO A WEAK ECONOMY DEPENDENT UPOH 1TSS OWN
ECONOMY 8Y DEPRIVING IT OF A PROPER FOUNDATION. FOR EXAMPLE:

(A) ISRAEL. HAS SEIZED AGRICULTURAL LAND AHD THE HMAIN SOURCES OF REVENUE, THERERY PROMOTING AN INCREASE IN
THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE)

(B IT HAS PROMULGATED LAWS AND TAKEN THE NECESSARY DECISIONS TO ENSURE COMPLETE CONTROL OVER PALESTINIAN
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, THUS CAUSING A SERIOUS DETERIORATION IN THE TRADE BALANCE AND THE PALESTINIAN BALANCE OF
PAYMENTS. IN THIS CONTEXT, THE |SRAEL GOVERNMENT HAS PLACED EVERY IMAGINABLE OBSTACLE IN THE WAY OF PALESTINIAR
EXPORTS TO FOREIGN MARKETS., HNUMEROUS OFFICIAL AND INFORMAL BODIES HAVE EXFRESSED PROFOUND DISQUIET WITH REGARD
TO THE OBSTACLES CHEATED BY ISRAEL WITH A VIEW TO FREVENTING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE
EUROPEAN UNION AUTHORIZING ACCESS TO EUROPEAN MARKETS FOR PALESTINIAN PRODUCTS GR THE BASIS OF A CERTIFICATE OF
PALESTINIAN ORIGIN. |SRAEL HAS ALSO PROHIBITED THE IMPORT OF THE EQUIFMENT AHD MATERIAL KECESSARY TO BUILD U A
PALESTIMIAN INDUSTRY AND HAS MIPPED IN THE BUD ANY PROSPECTIVE COMFETITION OH DOMESTIC OR FOREIGN MARKETS FROM
PALESTINIAN PRORUCTS;

(c) ISRAEL HAS IMPOSED THE NEW SHEKEL AS THE OFFICIAL CURRENCY IN PALESTINE, WITH ALL THE HNEGATIVE
CONSEQUENCES THAT INVOLVES]

()] T HAS DIVERTED TAX REVENUES DERIVED FROM INDIRECT IMPORTS TO THE [ISRAEL] TREASURY INSTEAD OF USING THEM
TO STRENGTHEN THE PALESTINIAN ECONOMY. ACCORDING TO A | D97 REPORT OF UNCTAD, THE LOSSES SUSTAINED BY THE
PALESTINIANS AS A RESULT OF THIS WERE ESTIMATED, IN | 992 ALOKRE, AT $ 1 95 MILLION, AND. 1N | 995, AT 155 MILLION;

{E) THE SEAPORT: DESPITE THE VITAL IMPORTANCE OF CONSTRUCTING A SEAPORT IN THE GAZa STRIF, 1N ACCORDANCE WITH
THE OSLO ACCORDS, ISRAEL. CONTINLES TO PROCRASTIHATE AND IMPEDE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH A PROJECT,

(B} WITH REGARD TO TOURISM, POLITICAL INSTABILITY AND THE LACK OF SECURITY HAVE LED TOULRISTS TO REFRAIN FROM
VISITING PALESTINE . YET PALESTINE 1S5 ONE OF THE RICHEST REGIONS OF THE WORLD IN RELIGIOUS AND HISTORICAL SITES; 1N | 966
(THAT IS TO SAY, IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE ISRAELI OCCUPATION), THE NUMBER OF TOURISTS WHO HAD VISITES THE WEST BANK HAD
RISEN TO 6| 7,000, TrHis CONTRASTS WITH BARELY | 00,000 FOR THE PERIOD [987-| 989,
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AS A RESULT, ANNUAL LOSSES TO THE FPALESTINIAN PURALIC TREASURY HAVE RISEN TO sOME $70 MILLION (ACCORDING TO THE

JORDANIAN YEARBOOK OF GENERAL STATISTICS FOR | B66), AND A LARGE FART OF THE PALESTINIAN WORKFORGCE HAS THUS BEEN
DEPRIVED OF EMPLOYMENT,

WITH REGARD TO THE INFRASTRUCTURE:

{a) AS A RESULT OF THE OCCUPATION, THE POLITICAL INSTABILITY AND THE LACK OF FINANGIAL RESOURCES MADE AVAILABLE
TO THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY AND MUNICIPALITIES, THE INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE WEST BANK AND THE GAZA STRIP HAS SERIOUSLY
DETERIORATED: THE MAIN ROADS ARE IN DIRE NEED OF REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE; RURAL ROADS ARE FEW AND iN A POOR STATE: THE
WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM IS DILAPIDATED AND INADEQUATE; AND THE SEWERAGE SYSTEM IS INEFFECTIVE, SINGE FEW HOUSES (BARELY

34 PER CENT) ARE CONNECTED TO IT, AND THE RATE OF WASTE 15 VERY HIGH, WHICH CAUSES A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF POLLUTION,
PROMOTES THE SPREAD OF DISEASES AND IMPEDES MOVEMENT,

1] SIMILARLY, THE ELECTRIC SYSTEM IS IN NEED OF MAINTENANCE: ITS PRODUCTION CAPACITY MUST BE INCREASED, AND
F MUST BE DEVELOPED AND EXTENDED (N ORDER TO MEET THE NEEDS OF CITIZENS AND OF (NVESTORS IN THE SECTORS OF INDUSTRY
AND AGRICULTURE IN THIS REGION, WHERE INVESTMENT IS5 ENCOURAGED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ACCORDING TO

PALESTINIAN STATISTICS, THE ELECTRIC SYSTEM N THE WEST BANK AND THE GAZA STRIP WILL REQUIRE INVESTMENT OF MORE THAN
$1 BILLION:

ML tons oF
DESIGNATION UNITED STATES DOLLARS
REPAIR OF THE DISTRIBUTION NETWORIK 1 30
DISTRIBUTION NETWORK |50
EQUIPMENT: CONNECTION AND LINKS TO THE MAIN DISTRIBUTION NETWORK 150
INDEPENDENRT GENERATORS 650
LINKS TO THE INTERNATIONAL NETWORK iN EGYPT AND JORDAN 150
TOTAL, 230

{C) EDUCATION 15 ALSO PACING SERIOUS OBSTACLES! SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES ARE CLOSED SEVERAL DAYS EACH YEAR
BECAUSE OF POLITICAL UNREST. SCHOOL BUILDINGS ARE DILAPIDATED AND IN HEED OF REPAIR AND EXTENSION., NEW SCHOOL.
BUILDINGS MLUIST BE CONSTRUCTED IN ORDER TO MEET THE NEEDS OF CONTINUED DEMOGRAFPHIC GROWTH. THE WORKING CONRDITIONS
OF TEACHERS ARE EXTREMELY DIFFICULYT AND THE SALARIES THEY RECEIVE ARE BARELY SUFFICIENT TO MEET THEIR BASIC REEDS,;

D) THE REMARKS | HAVE MADE ABOUT EDUCATION APPLY EQUALLY TO THE HEALTH SECTOR, WHERE CONDITIONS ARE OFTEN
EVEN MORE DISASTROUS

AWARE OF THE PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE AND DELICATE CHARACTER OF THE CITY, THE CO-SPONSORS OF THE FEACE PROCESS
HAVE POSTRPONED NEGOTIATIONS ON THE iSSUE OF AL-QUBOS UNTIL THE FINAL STAGE.

AT ISSUE IS THE SITE OF THE HOLIEST OF THE THREE HOLY SITES OF ISLAM AND AN IMBEORTANT SACRED SITE FOR BOTH
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS

DISREGARDING SUCH CONSIDERATIONS, ISRAEL HAS NOT REFRAINED FROM MODIFYING GEOGRAPHICAL AND DEMOGRAFHIC
STRUCTURES AND, ANNOUNCING, ON 28 JUNE | 997, THE ANHEXATION OF THE EASTERN PART OF THE CITY, EXPELLING A LANGE
HUMBER OF IT5 INHABITANTS, DEMOLISHING THEIR HOUSES, AND EXPROPRIATING THEIR LAND BY MILITARY DECHEE |N ORDER TO
CONSTRUCT SETTLEMENTS TO HOUSE JEWISH IMMIGRANTS FROM ABROAD.

IT HAS ALSO PROCEEDED TO DEMOLISH SEVERAL OF THE CITY'S NEIGHBOURHOODS N QHDER TO CONSTRUCT NEW JEWISH
RESIDENTIAL AREAS IN THEIR PLACE.

THE INTERHATIONAL COMMUNITY RECEIVES DALY REPORTS OF SOME HEW ABUSE COMMITTED BY ISRAEL AGAINST THIS HOLY CITTY:
ROADS HAVE BEEN CONSTRUCTED IN ORDER TO ISOLATE AL-QUDS FROM OTHER PALESTINIAN CITIES; ARAB INSTITUTIONS (EDUCATIONAL,
HEALTH AND CULTURAL) HAVE BEEN DESTROYED, NOT TO MENTION THE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS BESIGNED TO IMPROVE THE STANDARD

OF LIVING OF THE PALESTINIAN INMABITANTS OF THE CITY WHICH HAVE NEVER BEEHN INITIATED BECALUSE OF THE OBSTACLES PLACED
IH THEIR PATH.
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THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE PALESTIHNIAN PEOPLE ARE BECOMING MORE ACUTE AND DETERIGRATING DAY BY DAY, AS A
RESULT, BUSINESSES ARD ECOHOMIC ESTABLISHMENTS ARE DEGENERATING, AND THE INFRASTRUGTURE (N THE TOWNS AND, TERRITORIES
15 {H DIRE NEED OF CONSTRUCTION AND HECOMSTRUCTON IN ORDER TO ATTRACT LOCAL AND FOREIGN INVESTMENRT AND ENCOURAGE
SUCH INVESTMENT TO FINARCE ECOHOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT FROJECTS, THE STANDARDS OF LIVING OF THE PALESTINIAN
COULD THEREBY BE IMPROVED, THE POVERTY N WHICH THE PEOPLE ARE LIVING COULD BE ALLEVIATED, AND THE RATE OF
LNEMPLOYMENT COULD BE CONTAINED. THAT IS THIE ONLY WAY THAT THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE Wil FEEL ANY REAL BEHEFIT FROM
THE PEACE PROCESS WHIGH IT HAS SUPPORTED SINCE THE PEACE AGREEMENTS WERE CONCLUBDED 1N 19893,

THE INTERMNATIONAL COMMURITY MUST THEREFORE EXERT POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PRESSURE ON ISRAEL IN ORDER TO
PERSUADE IT TO RESPECT THE COMMITMENTS IT HAS MADE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CURRENT PEACE PROCESS, AS WELL AS
INTERNATIONAL RULES AND RESOLUTIONS. ISRAEL MUST BE PERSUADED TO HEGOTIATE SERIOUSLY OH THE BASIS OF SECURITY
COUNGIL RESOLUTIONS 242 {1 987) aAND 338 (1 B73) AND THE PRINCIPLE OF LAHD FOR PEACE, SO ‘THAT A JUST, COMPREHENSIVE
AND LASTING PEACE MAY BE ESTABLISHED IN THE REGION.

t* 15 THE ECOHOMIC RESPONSIBILITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO IMPROVE THE CURRENT CRITICAL. CONDITION OF
THE DOMESTIC PALESTINIAN ECONOMY, THIRTY YEARS OF OCCUPATION HAVE DESTROYED EVERYTHING AND LEFT THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE 1N A POSITION FROM WHICH IT CANNOT EXTRACT ITSELF BY ITS OWN MEANS ALOKRE. WITH ALL DUE RESPECT TO THE SINCERE
EFFORTS MADE BY SOME COUNTRIES AND INTERNATIONAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, MANY PROMISES OF AID TO THE
PPALESTINIAN PEOPLE HAVE NOT BEEN KEPT. INTERNATIONAL AID AND ASSISTANCE MUST BECOME A REALITY AND TAKE THE FORM NOT
ONLY OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE N CASH BUT ALSO OF INTERNATIONAL, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN ALL AREAS OF
DEVELOFMENT AND RECONSTRUCTION,

AGAINST THIS BACKGHROUND, THE PALESTINIAN ECONOMY MIGHT PERHAPS HAVE GREATER NEED OF A LARGE INTEGRATED
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT ALONG THE LINES OF THE MARSHALL PLAN, WHICH PROVIDED FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE BECONOMY
OF WESTERN EUROPE AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR, THAN OF SIMPLE SEPARATE AID PROGRAMMES UNRELATED TO EACH OTHER.

AWARE OF THE ROLE IT HAS TO PLAY IN IMPROVING THE UVING CONDITIONS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND ALLEVIATING THE
EFFECTS OF THE POVERTY SUFFERED BY THAT PEOPLE, THE ISLAMIC DEVELOFMENT BAKK, IN ITS CAPACITY AS AN INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL IHSTITUTION AND LIKE OTHER INTERNATIONAL IHSTITUTIONS, HAS UNDERTAKEN TO ASSUME TS RESPONSIBILITIES, AS FAR AS
IT i5 ABLE AND AS FAR AS ITS RESOURCES PERMIT, DESPATE THE OBSTACLES PLAGED BY THE ISRAEL! AUTHORITIES IN THE WAY OF THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECTS (THE REFUSAL OF, OR BELAY IN GRANTING, PERMITS; DELAYS IN DELIVERING CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS]
AND THE CLOSURE OF BUILDING SITES OWIKG TO THE ABSENCE OF WORKERS PREVEHTED FROM REACHING THE SITE AS A RESULT QF
POLITICAL UNREST AND TRAVEL DIFFIGULTIES).

DESPITE ALL THESE DIFFICULTIES, THE BANK HAS ALREADY CONTRIBUTED TO THE FINANCING OF MORE THAN 40 CONSTRUGTION
AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN SUCH VITAL SECTORS AS EDUCATION, HEALTH, FOOD AND HOUSING, AND HAS APPROVED FOR THOSE
PURPOSES SOME $52 MILLION. MANY OTHER ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROJECTS ARE BEIRG CONSIDERED IN CRDER TO BENEFIT THE
COUNTRY, WHICH IS IN NEED OF EVERY EFFORT FROM DONOR COUNTRIES, INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND $OCAL, REGIODHNAL, AND
FOREIGH INVESTORS. THE LIST OF PROJECTS WHICH THE BANK HAS CARRIED CUT OR i5 CONSIDERING IS CONTAINED IN THE STUDY
THAT HAS BEEN DISTRIBUTED SEPARATELY TO THE PARTICIPANTS N THIS CONFERENCE.

WITH THE EXPERIENCE [T HAS ACQUIRED N THIS FIELD, THE BAKK WISHES TO STATE THAT IT IS5 READY TO COOPERATE WITH ARY
IHTERNATIONAL OR REGIONAL INSTITUTION THAT WISHES TO PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT AND RECONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN THIS
COUNTRY, WHICH THE INTERNATIONAL. COMMUNITY IS ANXIOUS TO HELP PUT AN END TO ITS LONG ORDEAL, SO THAT (TS CTHILDREN MAY
FINALLY ENJOY FREEDOM, TRANQUILLITY AND A JUST AND COMPREHENSIVE PEACE,

SIMBARASHE S. MUMBENGEGWI
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ZIMBABWE TCO THE EUROPEAN LIHION
(ON BEHMALF OF ROBERT G. MUuGAsg, PRESIDENT OF ZIMBARWE AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY)

OHN BEHALF OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAH LINITY {(OAU), | WISH TO THANK THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE
INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 1SLAMIC CONFERENGE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB
STATES FOR THEIR COLLABORATION IN MAKING THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENCE A REALITY. | WOULD ALSO LJKE TO JOIN THE
EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION MADE BY THOSE WHO SPOKE BEFORE ME FOR THE EXCELLENT ARRANGEMENTS MADE BY THE KINGDOM
or BELGIUM AS HOST OF THE CONFERENCE. ALLOW ME AT THIS POINT TO COMMEND IBRA DEGUENE KA, CHAIRMAN OF THE
COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE a1 £STINIAN PEOPLE, FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE AND DYNAMIC
STEWARDSHIF OF THE COMMITTEE .
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AFRICA IN GENERAL, AND ZIMBABWE IN PARTICULAR, IS5 SERICUSLY GONGERNED AT THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE PEACE
PROCESS, PARTICULARLY THE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE PALESTINIANSG AND [SRAELIS WHICH, HAVING STARTED OFF WELL FOLLOWING
THE SIGNING OF THE OSLO ACCORDS, HAS SINCE ENCOUNTERED A NUMBER OF SERIOUS SETBACKS. QUITE CLEARLY, THE
DISAPPOINTING LACK OF PROGRESS IN THESE TALKS STEMS FROM THE EXTREME AND HARG-LINE POSITION ADOFTED BY THE ISRAELS
GOVERNMENT OF BIENJAMIN NETANYAHLU.,

UNIATERAL DEGISIONS AND ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT IR THE OCCUMED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES,
INCLUDING JERUSALEM, ARE A CLEAR MANIFESTATION OF THIS HARD-LINE ARPROACH AND ITS LACK OF COMMITMENT TO THE FuUil.
MPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT SIGHED WITH THEZ PALESTINIANS,

THIS HAS RESULTED IN THE DETERIORATION OF THE SECURITY SITUATION IN THE AREA AND FPLACED THE PEACE PROCESS IN
SERIOUS JEOPARDY,

THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAVE BEEN OVERWHELMINGLY SUFPORTIVE OF THE SERIES OF BOLD
STEPS TAKEN BY THE LEADERS OF ISRAEL AND THE PLO SINCE THE MADRID CONFERENCE OF {98, THE SIGNING OF THE
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 1IN WASHINGTON, D.C., OPENED THE WAY FOR CONCRETE PROGRESS IN THE GATA STAIP, JERIGHD AND
HEBRON, THESE HAVE BEEN LANDMARKS IN THE GRADUAL IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS AMONG THE PARTIES CONCERNED, WHICH
BEGAN TO SHAPE WHAT HAD LARGELY COME TO BE ACCEPTED AS AN IRAEVERSIBLE PEACE PROCESS.

OAll HAS BEEN, AND REMAINS, A STRONG ADVOCATE OF THIS PROCESS, WHICH IS THE ONLY VIABLE OFTION FOR FPEACE AND
STABIUTY IN THE REGION. SIMILARLY, OAU HAS KEPT THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND PARTICULARLY THE SITUATION 1IN
PALESTINE, AS TWO PERMANENT AGENDA ITEMS OF THE CouNciL oF MINISTERS. OALU HAS ALSO BEEN SOLIDLY BEHIND THE PEACE
PROCESS, AND BY THE SAME TOKEN, HAS CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED ANY ATTEMPT TO DISRUPT THE PEACE FROCESS.

THE CONVENING IN | D97 OF THE TENTH EMERGENCY SESSION OF THE GENERAL. ASSEMBLY ON THE WLEGAL ISRAEL! ACTIVITIES
IN OCCUPIED EAST JERUSALEM WAS INDICATIVE, HOWEVER, OF THE DISQUIET WITH WHICH MEMBER STATES HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING
THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MiDDLE EAST, QAL DOES NOT RECOGRIZE ISRAEL'S AHMEXATION OF JERUSALEM

AS WAS CLEARLY ARTICULATEDR DURING THE QAU ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT AT HARARE, WE REGARD
AS ILLEGAL. [SRAEL'S BID TO CHANGE THE LEGAL STATUS, DEMOGRAPHIC COMPOSITION AND CHARACTER OF OCCURIED EAST JERUSALEM
THROUGH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A POLICY AIMED AT THE ARTIFICIAL CREATION OF A JEWISH MAJORITY IN THE CITY.

THIS CONSTITUTES A FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF RESOLUTIONS OF THE GEHERAL ASSEMELY AND THE SECURITY COUNCIL, IN
PARTICULAR RESOLUTIONS 242 (I1867), 252 (1988) anp 338 (| D73), WHICH EMPHASIZE THE INADMISSIBILTY OF THE
ACQUISION OF TERRITORY BY FORCE, WE CONSIDER ALL MEASURES AND ACTIONS TAKEN BY ISRAEL TO CHANGE THE DEMOGRAPHIC
COMPQSITION AND LEGAL STATUS OF JERUSALEM AS NULL AND VOID, AS THEY VIOLATE THE LETTER AND SPIRIT OF THE DECLARATION
OF PRINCIPLES AND THE SUBSEQUENT AGREEMENTS.

FOR US IN AFRICA, THE SITUATION IH PALESTINE AND THE MIDDLE EAST IS A MATTER OF GRAVE CONGERN, WHICH CONTINUES
TO BE A PERMANENT ITEM ON THE AGENDA OF THE QAU COUHNCIL, OF MINISTERS AS WELL AS THAT OF THE ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF
STATE AND GOVERNMENT,

OAU HAS PASSED RESOLUTIONS WELCOMING THE PEACE PROCESS AND EXHORTING ALL PARTIES INVOLVED, PARTICULARLY THE
FLO AND ISRAEL, TO PERSEVERE IN CONSOLIDATING THE FEACE PROCESS IN ORDER TO BRING TQ FRUITION THE PEACE AND
PROSPERITY THAT HAVE ELUDED THE REGION FOR SEVERAL DECADES.

QAl'S POSITION 1S THAT THE IHTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY MUST SAVE THE MIDDLE EAST REGION, AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE,
FROM THE THROES OF CONFLICT ARD WAR. THE PROVISIONS OF THE EXISTING AGREEMENTS AND ACCORDS CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE
PLO AND |SRAEL MUST BE COMPIIED WITH IN A SINCERE MANNER,

THE ISRAEL! LEADERSHIF SHOULD HONOUR TS COMMITMENTS AND RESOLVE ALL PENDING ISSUES WITH THE PALESTINIAN
AUTHORITY, WHICH INCLUDE thHg IMMEDIATE REVERSAL OF THEIR ALARMING ACTIONS OF BUILDING REW SETTLEMENTS iN EasT
JERUSALEM AND OTHER OCCUPRIED PALESTINIAN LARDS.

FiNALLY, | WISH TO OBSERVE THAT THE HOPES OF THE LONG-SUFFERING PEOPLES OF THE MIDDLE EAST HAD BEEN RAISED BY
THE VISION OF A FUTURE OF PEACE. THEIR LEADERS, WITH THE SUBBORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, HAD MADE SIGNIFICANT
STRIDES IN THAT DIRECTION,

SOLUTIONS WILL NOT BE DURABLE, HOWEVER, IF INTRANSIGENCE PREVAILS OVER THE CAPACITY FOR COMPROMISE,

OAU 15 CONVINCED THAT THE MOST PROMISING OPPORTUNRITY FOR PEACE IN A GENERATION IS HERE AND MUST BE SEIZED IN
EARNEST.

WE URGE THE PARTIES 1O RESUME CONTACTS, IN GOOR FAITH, ON THE BASIS OF AGREEMENTS REACHED AND TO SEEK
INSPIRATION IN THEIR QWN ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE MADRID IN THEIR SEABCH FOR LASTING FEACE
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NASSIR ALASSAF
AMBASSADOR OF SAUDI ARABIA TO BELGIUM
(ON BEHALF OF His ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE SAUD AL-FAYSAL,
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SAUDI ARABIA)

IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE, ON THIS OGCASION, TO EXTEND MY THANKS AND AFPRECIATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON THE
EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEGPLE, THE SECRETARIAT OF THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, AND THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE FOR THEIR EFFORTS IN ORGANIZING THIS CONPFERERCE. | SHOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK
THE GOVERNMENT OF BELGIUM FOR HOSTING THIS CONFERENCE, WHICH IS BEING HELD AT A TIME WHEN THE MiDDLE EAST IS GOING
THROUGH A CRUCIAL PERIOD AS A RESULT OF |SRAELI INTRANSIGENCE, THE PROVOCATIVE MEASURES ARD POLICIES BEING AFPLIED
BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL, HIS REFUSAL. TO LIVE UP TO HI5 COMMITMENTS TO THE PALESTINIANS, AND THE STALEMATE IN
NEGOTIATIONS ON THE SYRIAN ARD LEBANESE FRONTS.

THis CONFERENCE REFLECTS THE CONCERN AND ALANM FELT BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OVER THE VIOLATIONS OF THE
FURDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE BY THE ISKRAEL] AUTHORITIES. THESE VIOLATIONS CONSTITUTE NOT ONLY A
DELIBERATE ASSAULT ON A PEOPLE LIVING iN SECURITY ON ITS OWH TERRITORY AND THE CONFISCATION OF ITS LANDS AND PROPERTIES,
BUT ALSO A DISREGAHD FOR HUMANITARIAN PRINCIPLES AND E1LATANT DEFIANCE OF INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS

DESPITE INTERNATIONAL. RECOGHITION OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHYS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, IHCLUDING TS RIGHT TO SELF-
DETERMINATION AND THE ESTABLISHMENY OF AN INDEPENDENT STATE ONM ITS OWN TERRITORY, ISRAEL'S AGGHESSIVE BEHAVIOUR -
INCLUDING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE PHYSICAL FLIMINATION OF THE PALESTINIAN PEQPLE AND ATTEMFTS TO DISTORT THE HISTORY
oF PALESTINE, THE DESTRUCTION OF RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL. INSTITUTIONS AND THE ALTERATION OF THE DEMOGRAFHIC SITUATION -
IS AIMED AT THE TOTAL ELIMINATION OF THE PALESTINIAN IBENTITY, WITHOUT REGARD TO LEGITIMACY AHD INTERHATIONAL PUBLIC
OPIHION,

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA, WHICH 15 FOLLOWING WITH GREAT ATTENTION THE COURSE OF EVENTS
N PALESTINE AND THE STALEMATE IN THE PEACE PROCESS, IS CONCRERNED OVER ISRAEL'S INTRANSIGENCE AND POLICIES THAT HAVE
LED TO THE STALEMATE IN NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN [SRAEL AND THE PALESTINIANS, AND ITS FAILURE TO IMPLEMENT THE AGREEMENTS
AND COMMITMENTS THAT MAD BEEN REACHED WITH THE PALESTINIAN SIDE IN THE FULL VIEW OF THE INTERNATIOMAL COMMUNITY, Or
LATE THERE HMAS BEEN IRREFUTABLE EVIDERCE OF THIS IH THE FORM OF ISHAEL'S OBSTINATE DISREGARD OF THE FOUNDATIONS OF
PEACE AMD TS REFUSAL TO CARRY OUT MS COMMITMENTS TOWARD THE PALESTINIANS, NOT OHLY iS5 ISRAEL'S POLIGCY OF ESTABLISHING
SETTLEMENTS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES CONTRARY TGO THE GEREVA CONVENTIONS, IT 1S ALSO HOT IN CONFORMITY WITH
INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS AND THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE Maprip CONFERENCE AND OTHER TREATIES THAT HAVE BEER
CONCLUDED. FURYTHERMORE, THE TERRITORIES UNDER THE PaLESTINIAN AUTHORITY ARE SUFFERING FROM VARIOUS FORMS OF
HARDSHIP, IHCLUDING FAMINE AND THE COLLECTIVE PUHISHMENTS OFf CLOSURE AND BLOCKADE, WHILE THE WHOLE AANGE OF
HMEASURES AND PRACTICES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AIMED AT CHANGING THE IDENTITY OF JERUSALEM AND IMPOSING A NEW
SITUATION BEARS WITHESS TO ISRAEL'S INTRANSIGENCE AND DELIBERATE SABOTAGING OF THE PEACE PROCESS, WHICH EXPOSES THE
REGION TO EVER GREATER CHAMGES ARD DESTABILIZATION.

THE VIEWS OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA CONCERNING THE LEGITIMATE AND INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE STEM FROM ITS UNSHAKABLE CONVICTION OF THE LEGITIMACY OF THOSE RIGHTS AND ITS COMMITMENT TO THE OBJECTIVES
AND PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS, IN PARTICULAR, THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE CHARTER OF THE
LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES AMD THE CHARTER OF THE ORGARIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENGE.

SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE ISRAEL! OGCURATION OF ARAB TERRITORIES AND THE EXILE OF THE FPALESTINIAN PEOPLE, THE
KINGDOM OF SAUD! ARABIA HAS BEEN DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE INJUSTICE WHICH THAT PEOFLE HAS ENDURED, AND i¥ HAS
DEVOTED SUBSTANTIAL EFFORTS TO PUTTING AN END TO iT, PROVIDING VARIOUS TYPES OF MATERIAL AND MORAL SURPORT. SINCE
THE FRST GLIMMER OF PEACE BEGAN TO DAWN IN THE REGION, THE KINGDOM OF SAUDE ARABIA HAS SUPPORTED THE MADRID
CONFEHRERCE AND BACKED ALL EFFORTS AIMED AT BRINGING ABOUT ISHAEL'S WITHDRAWAL FROM THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND THE
THANSFER OF GREATER POWERS TO THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY,

THE QUESTION OF JERUSALEM, WHICH LIES AT THE HEART OF THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, REMAINS THE FOCAL FOINT FOR
THE ARAE AND ISLAMIC WORLD AND THE CENTRAL ISSUE OF THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. CONSEQUENTLY, ISRAEL'S PRACTICES AND
UNLAWIFUL ACTS IH THE HOLY CITY CANNOT BUT HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE PEACE PROCESS AS A WHOLE. INASMUCH AS THE
AlM OF THOSE PRACTICES 15 TO JUDAZE JERUSALEM AND ALTER ITS RELIGIOUS CHARACTERISTICS. THIS RUNS THE RISK OF REDUCING
THE FEACE PROCESS TO NOTHING AND THUS DESTROYING ANY HOPE OF PEACE IN THE REGION

| UBGE THE SPONSORS OF THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS AND THE {NTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO UNDERTAKE POSITIVE
ACTION IMMEDIATELY WITH A VIEW TO PUTTING AN END TO ISHAEL'S INTRANSIGENGE iH THE MOST SENSITIVE AREAS OF THE PEAGE
PROGESS, AND TO DEAL WITH THE QUESTION OF JERUSALEM. THAT IS THE MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM OF THE ENTIRE Anas-ISRAELI
CONFLICT, AND IT MUST BE SOLVED DURING THE PERIOD ESTABLISHED (N THE CONTEXT OF THE PEACE PROCESS, H ACCORDANCE
WITH INTERNATIONALLY BINDING RESOLUTIONS, IN PARTICULAR RESOLUTIONS 242 (1967 ANp 338 (1973), WHICH CALL FOR
ISRAXL'S WITHDHAWAL FROM ALL THE TERRITORIES OCCUPIED N | D87, AND RESOLUTION 252 (1 968), wHICH CONCERNS THE HoLy
Crry or JERUSALEM,

29



THE KINGDOM OF SALIDE ARABIA APPRECIATES THE EFFORTS OF THE EUROPEAN UNIOH IN SUPPORT OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS
OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, TS POSITION ON THE BUILDING OF ISRAEU SETTLEMENTS, AND ITS FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE
TO THE PALESTINIAN ECONOMY FOR THE PURPOSE OF IMPROVING THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. LIKE ALL
DOHOR COUNTRIES, THE KiNGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA PROVIDES FINANCIAL A, AMOUNTING TO $200 MILLION, OVER AND ABOVE ITS
ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE BUDGET OF UNRWA WHICHK I5 ESTIMATED AT $ 1.2 MILLION, iN ADDITION TO A HUMBER OF OTHER
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS, WE HOPE THAT THE EUROPEAN UNION Wikt PLAY A LARGER ROLE IN THE PEACE
PROCESS, ONE COMMENSURATE WITH THE VOLUME AND IMIPORTANCE OF Y5 ECONOMIC ROLE, AND THAT T WILL iINDUCE ISRAEL TO

RECONSIDER TS INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE AND DISPLAY GREATER FLEXIBILITY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS AND
THE AGREEMENTS SIGNED BY BOTH SIDES,

iF JUSTICE 1S TO BE CREDIBLE, AND IF* THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN FEOFLE ARE TO BE DEFENDED, THERE
SHOULD BE NO DOUBLE STAMDARD BISTINGUISHING BETWEEN ONE PEOPLE AND ANOTHER OR ONE STATE AND ANOTHER; ON THE
CONTRARY, THE SAME STANDARD SHOULD BE USED IMPARTHALLY. [T 1S THE TASK OF THIS CONFERENCE TO GIVE MATERIAL FORM TO

THAT PRINCIPLE, IH ACCORDANCE WITH THE SPIRIT OF JUSTICE AND EQUALITY IH 'THE SERVICE OF PEACE, NOT ONLY IN THE MiDDLE
EAST BUT THROUGHOUT THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY,

LASTLY, | SHOULD LIKE TO THAMK THE UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR PAST
AHD CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, AND FOR THEIR GOOD WORK IN ORGANIZING THIS
CONFERENCE. | SHOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE GOVERNMENT OF BELGIUM FOR HOSTING THE CONFERENCE AND FOR ITS FRUITFUL,
EFFORTS IN SUPPORT OF THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEQPLE,

IV, GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

PROMOTING THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN FPEQPLE -
A KEY TO PEACE IN THE MiDpDLE EAST

THE NEED TO IMPROVE THE LIVING CONDITIONS
OF THE FALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND TO PROMOTE
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS:
THE CURRENT SITUATION AND PROSFPECTS

STATEMENTS BY EMINENT PERSONS

MS. SHULAMIT ALONI
MERETZ PARTY, FORMER MINISTER OF EDUCATION OF ISRAEL

| &AM AN ISRAELL [ THINK | AM AN ISRAZLY PATRIOT AND | WOULD LIKE TG GET SOME HELP FROM ALBERT CAMUS TO EXPLAIN TO
YOU MY CREDO, YOU KNOW THAT DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, ALBERT CAMUS WROTE LETTERS TO HIS FRIENDS—TO HIS
GERMAN FRIEND~—~AND | WANT TO QUOTE TWO SENTENCES. IN HIS FIRST LETTER, HE SAYS: “THERE ARE MEANS THAT CANNOT BE
EXCUSED AND | SHOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO LOVE MY COUNTHY AND STILL LOVE JUSTICE, | DON'T WANT JUST GREATNESS FOR (T,
PARTICULARLY A GREATHNESS BORN OF BLOOD AND FALSEHOOD, | WANT TQ KEEP MY COUNTRY ALIVE BY KEEPING JUSTICE ALVE,"
IN A SECOND LETTER TO HIS FRIEND, HE SAYS: "IF AT TIMES WE SEEM TQ PREFER JUSTICE TO OUR COUNTRY, THIS IS BECAUSE WE
SIMPLY WANTED TO LOVE OUR COUNTRY IN JUSTICE AS WE WANTED TO LOVE HER IN TRUTH AND IN HOPE "

B0 HOW WE UNDERSTAND THAT | DO NOT REPRESENT HERE THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL. BUT | DO REPAESENT A
HUGE NUMBER OF ISRAELIS WHO BELIEVE 1N JUSTICE AND IN PEACE, WHO BELIEVE THAT WE ARE STRORG ENOUGH TO UNDERSTAND
THE LIMIT OF POWER, WHO UNDERSTAND THAT WE WILL NEVER HAVE FREEDOM, PEACE AND TRANGUILITY AS LONG AS WE ARE
OCCUPERS. BECAUSE THE OCCUPIER AND THE OCCURIED ARE CHAINED TOGETHER LIKE THE GUARD AND THE PRISONER AND ONLY
WHEN WE BREAX THIS CHAIN AND GIVE TO THE PALESTINIANS THEIR RIGHTS AND THEIR FREEDOM WiLl WE BE FREE AS WELL,
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YOU KNOW, ALl OF US LEARNED IH SCHOOL. THE OLD SAYVING OF OUR SAGES: “Do HOT RO UNTO YOUR FELLOW HUMAH BEING
THAT WHICH YOU WOULD HOT WIiSH TO HAVE DONE TO YOU." BUT W& pO T, WE DO IT AND IT 1S A SHAME. (iN THE DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE OF THE ISRAELI STATE OF | 5 MAY 1648, AMONG OTHER THINGS, 1T IS WHITTEN: “ON 29 NOVEMBER | 947, THE
GENERAL ASSEMELY OF THE UMTED NATIONS ADOPTED A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH STATE IN THE
LAND OF ISRAEL," THIS RECOGNITION OF THE UNTED NATIONS OF THE RIGHT OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWH STATE
IS IRREVOCABLE. BUT THIS RESOLUTION INCLUDED THE RIGHT AND THE HEED TO BUILD IH OUR STATE AS WELL AS IN ISRAEL. AND
BECAUSE WE ENDORSED THIS RESOLUTION WE HAD TO ENDORSE THE RIGHT OF THE PALESTINIANS TO THEIR OWH STATE. AND THIS
IS HOT THE ONLY RESOLUTION. PEOPLE WERE TALXING YESTERDAY OF RESOLUTIONS 242 (1 D87 AND 338 (197 3) AND RECALLING
THE CaMP DAVID ACCORDS SPEAKING OF THE LEGIMMATE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND THE MADRID SUMMIT AND THE OSLO
ACCORDS AND THE MEETING ON |3 SEPTEMBER IN THE WHITE HOUSE, WITH THE SHAKING OF HANDS AND DECLARING MUTUAL
RECOONITION OF THE TWO PEOPLES. NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE STILL OCCUPYING THE LAND WHICH BELONGS TO THE PALESTINIANS,
AND I i AN OCCUPED LAND. [T IS NOT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. I iS5 UNDER MILITARY ADMINISTRATION
AND WE WILL SURELY REMEMBER IT, SO WE GANNOT EVEH GLAIM OUR RIGHTS TO THIS LAND BECAUSE Y 15 STILL UNDER MILITARY
ADMINISTRATION.

NEVERTHELESS, UNDER THE SACRED WORLD OF SECURITY, WE SUPPLY THE GREEDINESS OF THE PALESTINIAN LANDG, THE
GREEDINESS OF OUR ZEALOTS WHO BELIEVE THAT EVERYTHING BELONGS TO THEM AND THE WORD "SECURITY” IS ANSWERING
EVERYTHING AND THIS GOVERNMENT IS POURING A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF MONEY AND IS SUBSIDIZING MORE SETTLEMERTS AND
SENDING MORE PECPLE TO SETTLE IN THE QCCUPIED TERRITORIES. AND THE MORE THAT GO THERE, THE MORE OUR UVES ARE
BECOMING COMPLICATED BECAUSE ISRAEL, 15 NOT UNDER A THREAT ANYMORE. WE AHE HO LONGER THE VICTIMS OF THE WORLD,
ALTHOUGH THIS GOVERNMENT IS VERY HAPEY TO MANIPULATE OUR PEARS AND OUR TRAUMAS IN ORDER TO USE MORE AND MORE
POWER AGAINST WHOM? AGAINST THOSE WHO DON'T HAVE POWER. WHEN | SAY AGAIHST THOSE WHO DON'T HAVE POWER, YOU MAVE
7O HEMEMBER THAT WHAT THEY ARE DOING IS5 AS IF WE ARE THE ULTIMATE VICTIM IN THE WORLD.

NHOwW PEOPLE ARE ASKING HOW COME THAT THE JEWISH PEOPLE, WHO HAVE SUFFERED SO MUCH, ARE NOT SENSITIVE TO THE
SUFFERINGS OF OTHERS, WHOEVER HAS STUDIED PSYCHOLOGY FOR BEVEN ONE YEAM IN A UNIVERSITY KNOWS THAT PEOPLE WHO THINK
THAT THEY ARE VICTIMS, CAN VICTIMIZE OTHERS VERY EASILY. THEY ARE NOT SENSITIVE TO OTHERS. BUT WE ARE HOT VICTIMS
ANYMORE. WEg ARE STRONG AND THIS MANIPULATION 1S A SHAME BECAUSE IT IS A DEVELOPED COUNTRY, A STRONG COUNTRY AND
WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING THE LIMIT OF POWER, WE WiLL DESTROY WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED AND NOT BUILD ON WHAT WE HAVE
ACHIEVED.

THEH COMES THE QUESTION OF AROTHER SACRED PLACE~-JERUSALEM. YES, JERUSALEM 15 A HOLY TOWNR, YES, THE JEWISH
PEOPLE WERE DREAMING OF JERUSALEM. YES, JERUSALEM 15 THE CAFITAL OF IsRAEL. BUT N EAST JERUSALEM, THERE LUVE
AMOST 200,000 PaLesTiians. Now 200,000 15 A HUGE NUMBER™IT IS A TOWH. THEY HAVE NO CITIZENSHIP, THEY HAVE HO
CIVIL RIGHTS, THEY ARE CUT OFF FROM THEIR HINTERLAND BY SETTLEMENTS SURROUNDING THEM. To THE PEOPLE FROM THE WEST
BaNK, JERUBALEM IS AS SACRED TO THEM AS TO US. JERUSALEM IS THEIR CULTURAL, ECONOMIC, RELIGIOUS CENTRE. THEY ARE
CUT OFF FROM THE PALESTINIANS WHO LIVE 1N JERUSALEM WITH NO PRIVILEGES, NO CITIZENSHIP. AND WE ARE TURNING OUR EYES
TO BVERYTHING BUT THIS IS OUR HOLY TOWN.

NOowW THERE 1S THE QUESTION OF JERUSALEM, ALTHOUGH IT WAS POSTPONED TO THE END. THE ISRAEL] GOVERNMENT DID NOT
POSTRONE THIS BECAUSE THEY BUILT AGAIN AND AGAIN MORE PLACES ROUND THE TOWN TO CUT IT OFF FROM THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE AND LAST YEAR, THEY STARTED A KIND OF SECRET DEPORTATION OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. YOU $SHOULD BE AWARE OF
THOSE FACTS AND WE HAVE TO CHANGE 1t. THERE IS A HUGE HUMBER OF {SRAELIS WHO ARE AWARE OF IT AND WE KNOW THAY PEOPLE
WHO LIVE ON THIS SOi., WILL DIE ON THIS 50CIL.

BUT IT IS VERY EASY TO MANIFULATE OUR PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF THE PAST AND BECAUSE OF A DOCUMENT WRITTEN IN | 564
BY THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE WHIGH IS KNOWN AS THE “PALESTINIAN COVENANT". THIS DOCUMENT WAS WRITTER AS A CALL TO WAR.
FROM THEIR POINT OF VIEW. IT IS JUSTIMED. FROM THE ISRAFLI POINT OF VIEW, WE SAY, YOU SEE, THEY WANT TO THROW US TO THE
sEA. HOW CAN THEY] WE ARE NOT THERE AND WE ARE STRONG. [T iS VERY EASY TO MANIPULATE 1T AND IF YOU FOLLOW WHAT IS
GOING ON IN THE STATEMENTS OF OuR PRIME MINISTER NETANYARU, HE IS WORKING ON THIS DOCUMENT—THIS PALESTINIAN COVENANT
—BRINGING T UP AGAIN AND AGAIN IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT FOR OUR PART WE HAVE SAID MANY TIMES THAT IT i NULL,
NEVERTHELESS, THEY ARE BRINGING IT UR AGAIH AND AGAIN AND IT 15 VERY EASY TO BRING PEOPLE AGAIN INTO A KIND OF A TRAUMA
OF FEAR BY MANIFPULATING THOSE FEARS.

NOW | HAVE A SUGGESTION. | AM SORRY THAT MY FRIEND NASIL SHAATH 1S NOT HERE, BUT WE WiLL MEET AND | WILL. DISCUSS
T owiTH His. B | 5§88, IN ALGIERS, THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE DECLARED THEIR SOVEREIGNTY AS A STYATE, THEY DO NOT HAVE T
YET BUT THIS WAS A BEAUTIFUL DECLARATION AND ONE OF THE GREATEST ARAB POETS, iF NOT THE GREATER ONE, MAHMOQUD
DARWISH, WROTE A DECLARATION OF INDERFENDENCE-—A BEAUTIFUL DOCUMENT OF PEACE, DIGNITY, HUMAR RIGHTS, DEMOGRACY ARD
BEVELOPMENT AND | CAN OHLY SUGGEST TO THE PALESTINIAH PEOPLE THAT THEY ENDORSE AGAIN THIS BEAUTIFUL DOCUMENT WHICH
IS A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND PUBLISH IT IN ORDER TO BRING IT TO THE ATTENTION OF THEIR PEOPLE AND OUR PEOPLE
BECAUSE IT SHOWS COMPLETELY DIFFERENT INTENTIONS, BECAUSE IT CAN OPEN HEARTS WHICH ARE STi.4. CLOSED WITH FEAR, THIS
KIND, BECAUSE WE PLAY WITH WORDS~—AND WHAT ARE WE DOING HERE IF NOT PLAYING WITH WORDS-THIS DOCUMENT CAN LIFT UP
A HEW SPIRIT.
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IF | WILL SUM UP, ALTHOUGH IN THE BEGINNING | JUST WANTED TO SAY THAT | AM SECONDING MR. NABIL SHAATH, WHO is
TALKING SO MUCH, WE ARE SAYING THE SAME THINGS IN DIFFERENT PLACES BUT | WANT TO EMEHASIZE TO YOU THAT THIS GOVEANMENT
IS MAKING MISTAKES. | WANT YOU TO REMEMBER THAT THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AITE NOT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF ISRAZL.
THAT IS WHY ALL THE SETTLEMENTS THERE ARE DREMONG INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE DECISIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS. WE MHAVE
NG RIGHT TO SETTLE THERE. IN THE BEGINNING THE SETTLEMENTS WERE ALSO UNDER THE SECRET WORD OF “SECURITY".

| WANT YOU TO DO SOMETHING MOHRE. T 15 HOT ENGUGH ONLY TO BLAME THE [SRAELIS. IT WAS VERY EASY FOR THIS
GOVERNMENT AND FOR OTHERS TO MANIPULATE OUR FEARS BECAUSE OF THE HAMAS TERRORIST ACTS. S0 WHILE SPEAKING GF THE
FIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIANS, WE HAVE TO MENTION AGAIN AND AGAIN THAT TriS TERROR IS NOT GOING TO MELP TO BRING FREEDOM
TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND THAT THOSE BEOPLE ARE WORKING AGAINST THE WELL-BEING OF THE FEOPLE.

THE SECOND THING IS YOU! WILL HAVE TO GO BACK TO YOUR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES AND TO MAKE EVERY ATTEMFT TO ATTRACT
INVESTMENT MONEY TO THE GAZA STRIP AND THE WEST BANK FOR THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. THEY ARE POOR, THEY DO NHOT HAVE
ANY ENTERPRISES OF THEIR OWHN AND THE INTERHATIONAL COMMUNITY SHOULD DO WHATEVER IS POSSIBLE TO HELP THEM TO SUILD
THEIR ECONOMY. | AM VERY PROUD OF MY SENIOR FRIEND SHIMON FPERES, WHO STARTED IN THIS RESPECT AND HE IS GOING FROM
OHE PLACE TO THE OTHER, PERSUADING SOME INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES TO INVEST [N THE GAZA STRIP AND IN THE WEST BANK
| HOPE THAT YOU PEOPLE CAN HELP AS WELL.

MY LAST COMMENT: ONLY GOD COULD DO THINGS BY WORDS WE ARE TALIING BUT IF THERE iS5 NO PLAN OF ACTION, VERY
LFTLE WILL COME OUT OF IT. 50 LET US THINK HOW WE CAN PROMOTE PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND MAKE US |SRAELIS
UNDERSTAND THAT WE WILL. GAIN OUR FREEDOM AND PEACE AND PROSPERITY ONLY BY RESPECTING THE SOVEREISH RIGHTS OF QUR
NEIGHBOURS, WORKING TOGETHER WITH THEM. IT CAN 8E DONE BUT IT CAN BE DESTROYED AS WELL. LET US WiSH FOR THE BEST

NABIL SHAATH
MINISTER OF PLANNING AND INTERNATIONAL COOFERATION,
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY

IT 15 A GREAT HONOUR TO ADDRESS YOU TODAY AND TO ATTEND THIS VERY IMPORTANT CONFERENCE, A CONFERENCE THAT HAS
GONE ON FOR SOME TIME AND HAS PRODUCED EMINERT RESULTS. | AM ONE OF THOSE WHO HAS BEEN HONOURED BY BEING INVITED
TQ CONFERENCES LIKE THIS ONE (N THE LAST SEVEN, EIGHT OR NINE YEARS—! DON'T KNOW HOW LONG IT HAS LASTED-—BUT I mavE
ENJOYED EVERY ONE OF THE SESSIONS IN EUROPE, ASIA AND AFRICA, A VARIETY OF BLACES. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT WE
CONTINUE. THESE CONFERENCES EMBODY TWO VERY IMPORTANT ENTITIES—THE LINITED NATIONS AND iIT5 MEMBER STATES, WORKING
THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS AND ITS INTEANATIONAL LEGITIMACY. THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HAS BEEN QUESTIONED IN
A VARIETY OF PLACES BUT IT IS ALWAYS, WE ALWAYS REMEMBEZR, THAT iN THE WORST OF CRISES, IT IS THE UNITED NATIONS AND 115
BODIES AND TS LEGITIMACY THAT SAVES THE DAY AND | THINK, IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, WHAT WE HAVE SEEN IN THE [RAQI CRISIS AND
THE ROLE PLAYED 8Y THE SECURITY COUNCIL. AND BY SECRETARY-GENERAL KOFI AHNAN, OF COURSE WITH THE HELF, GREAT HELP
OF FRANCE, ENGLAND, THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION AND CHINA, FROM A VARIETY OF PLACES, ENABLED US TO OVERCOME A HORSIBLE
CRISIS AND A DEVASTATING WAR, TOTALLY NEEDLESS. AS DIPLOMACY SHOWED, IT CAN, THROUGH THE LEGITIMAGY OF THE UNITED
NATIONS AND THROUGH THE EMPHASIS ON SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS, THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THESE RESOLUTIONS,
AND ON THE INTERNATIONAL. LEGALITY EMEODIED THEREIN, AND THROUGH DIPLOMATIC EFFORT AND PATIENT PEACE PROCESSES, ONE
CAN REACH RESULTS THAT CAN AVOID DEVASTATING WAR .

1S IN THIS SPIRIT THAT THE PALESTINIAN PEQOPLE HAVE ENTRUSTED THEIR CASE FOR A VERY LONG TIME TO ‘THE PROTECTIVE
HAND OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND ITS MEMBER STATES, IF WE HAVE GOHNE TO A PEACE PROCESS THAT IS BASED ON NEGOTIATION
WITH THE ISRAELIS—AND THAT WAS A VERY IMFORTANT TURNARGUHND, IN WHICH THE TWO PARTIES REALLY ABANDONED CONFROMTATION
FOR RECONCIUATION=-WE ALWAYS REMAINED WIiTHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE BOUNDARY OF THE SOLUTION THAT Was MADE BY
INTERNATIONAL. LEGAUTY AND THE UNITED NATIONS  WITHOUT THESE BOUNHDARIES ARD WITHOUT THE EFFORT TO MAKE THE RULES OF
THE GAME BASED ON THESE BOUNDARIES, IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT TO NEGOTIATE AND TO CONTINUE HEGOTIATION, PARTICULARLY
WHEN THE PRINCES OF PEACE, WHEN THOSE WHO ADOFTED THE PEACE OF THE BRAVE GON THE ISRAEL] SIDE, ARE HOT THMERE., You
NEED TO CONTINUE TO EMPHASIZE THAT THERE ARE RULES OF THE GAME THAT MUST BE RESPECTED AND THERE IS THE UNITep
NATIONS BEHIND THEM WHENEVER YOU ARE IN DOUST,

IMPLEMENTATION OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS AND OF INTERNATIONAL LEGALITY IN OUR CASE |5 EXTREMELY IMPORTANT.
SURELY WE ACCEFTED T O GO AWAY FROM ABSOLUTE JUSTICE TO RELATIVE JUSTICE, SURELY THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, AFTER YEARS
OF OCCUPATION, DEPRIVATION AND EXILE, HAVE REALLY ACCEPTED TO SHARE PALESTINE, ACCEPTED THAT THEIR RIGHTS ON PALESTINE
ARE SOMEHOW NOT NECESSARILY OFPOSITE AND REGATIVE AND IN OFPOSITION TO THE RIGHTS OF ISRAELIS IN PALESTINE, THAT THE
TWO PEOPLES CAN SHARE PALESTINE WITHIN NGRMS AND WITHIN CERTAIN RULES THAT ALLOW THEM TO SET UF THEIR INDEPENDENT
STATE AND EXERGISE THEIR RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION ON PART OF PALESTINE. WE ACCEPTED THAT THAT PART 8F THE 22 PER
CENT OCCURIED IN 1 D67 FOR WHICH INTERNATIONAL LEGALITY CLEARLY DEFINES AS A LAND THAT THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE HAVE A
RIGHT TO REGAIN AND THAT ITS OCCUPATION IS IRADMISSIBLE AND THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE CAN BE
EXERCISED ON IT. THAT IS THE BASIS—ACCEFTING THIS RELATIVE JUSTICE AND NEGOTIATING A DEAL IN WHICH THE PaLESTINIAN
PEOPLE AND THE |SRAEUS CAN LIVE TOGETHER IN TWO SEPARATE INDEFENDENT STATES, SIDE BY SIDE, COOPERATING, COORDINATING,
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IH HARMONY, AND AGCEFT BEING PART OF THIS BROADER MIDDLE EAST AND ACCEPT REGIONAL COOPERATION THAT WLl SECURE FOR
THER PEOPLE PROSFERMY, SECURITY, PEACE AND RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE RIGHTS OF SOVEREIGNTY AND FULL INDEPENDENCE FOR
THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, THAT WAS THE ESSENCE OF THE PEACE PROCESS.

SHULAMIT ALONI WAS AT THE FIRST SESSION IN PARIS IH WHICH PALESTINIANS AND ISRAELI OFFICIALS ATTENDED A PEACE
CONFERENCE. | REMEMBER SHE WOULDN'T TALK TO ME THEN, ISRAEU LAW PREVENTED HER FROM TALKING TO A FLO OFFICIAL AT
THAT TIME IN 1988. | REMEMBER TELLING THE AUDIENCE THEN THAT FOR A VERY LONG TIME WE, THE PALESTINIAN PEGPLE,
SOMEHOW THOUGHT OF OURSELVES AS THE TRUE MOTHER IN THE SOLOMON STORY [N WHICH THE CHILD WAS TO BE IDENTIFIED AND
THE MOTHER HAD TO BE IDENTIFIED, AND | SAID THAT THE PALESTINIAK PEOPLE ACCEPTEDR ROT TO MAVE THE CHILD AT ALL RATHER
THAN BVIDE 1. BUT THEN THERE CAME A TIME WHEN WE PELT THAT LAND WAS HOT EXACTLY LIKE CHILDREN AND SOMETIMES YOU HAD
TO DIVIDE THE LAND TO SAVE THE CHILDREM, T 15 OH THIS PREMISE THAT OUR MOVE FROM COHFRONTATION TO RECONCILIATION TOOK
PLACE. I iS THE LEADERS QF THE TWO PARTIES, YASSER ARAFAT ON OHE SIDE, ARD YITZHAK RABIN ON THE OTHER, AND THE WHOLE
CAMP OF PEACE IN ISRAEL BEHIND YIrZHAK RABIN AND THE WHOLE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE BEHIND YASSER ARAFAT THAT MADE IT
POSSIBLE, WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS ARD SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS, TO HEGOTIATE A PEACE THAT WE
HOPED WOULD BE DURABLE AND JUST.

THIS IS NOT MOVING ANYMORE. | AM NOT BLAMING EVERYTHING ON THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL; WE HAD PROBLEMS
WITH THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENTS, PROBLEMS ABOUT INTERPRETATION OF SECURITY, SOVEREIGNTY, THE TRANSFER OF AHTHORITY.
BUT WE NEVER COMPLAINED TO THE UNITED NATIONS THROUGHOUT THE LIFE OF YITZHAK RABIN AND THE MAH WHO FOLLOWED HIM,
SHIMON PERES, BECAUSE THE PEACE PROCESS WAS GOING ON. THERE WAS PROGRESS, DIFFICULTIES, BUT THERE WERE FROGRESS
WE ACCEPTED THE NEGOTIATING AREMA AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR EVERY OTHER ARENA AHD IH GOOR FAITH WE MADE PROGRESS IN THE
FIRST TWO-AND-HALF-YEARS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PEACE PROCESS.

NOW, FOR A YEAR AND A HALF, WE HAVE HAD A NEW GOVERNMENT N ISRAEL THAT BELIEVES IT CAN REWRITE THIS PEACE
PROGCESS, CAN CHANGE THE RULES OF THE GAME, CAN ABANDON INTERNATIOHNAL, LEGALITY, AND CAM FORCE THE PALESTINIANS
THROUGH INTRANSIGENCE TO CHANGE THEIR EXFECTATIONS, AS MR. NETANYAHU SAYS, “ADJUST THEIR EXPECTATIONS", |.E., SWALLOW
SURRENDER AND GIVE UP THE RIGHTS FOR WMICH THEY HAVE STRUGGLED FOR A VERY LONG TIME. [T CANHOT WORIK WE ACCEPTED
AN INTERIM SETTLEMENT IN WHIGCH WIE REGAIN THE WEST BANK AND GAZA, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SETTLEMENTS, JERUSALEM AND
MILITARY LOCATIONS, 50 THAT WE CAN NEGOTIATE THESE THREE ITEMS iN THE PERMANENT PEACE PROCESS. THEREFORE WE NEVER
ACCEFTED TO NEGQOTIATE IN THE PERMANENT SETTLEMENT THE PARTITION OF THE WEST BANK. |IT WAS THE PARTITION OF PALESTINE,
WITH 22 PER CENT IN THE WEST BIANK, INCLUDING JERUSALEM AND GAZA, AND 78 PER CENT FOR PALESTINIAN LAND OCCURIED IN
| 948 THAT BECAME ISRAEL. THEREPORE, IN THE OSLO PROCESS, THERE 15 NO SUCH THING AS NEGOTIATING THE STATUS OF THE
WeEST BANK. THERE 18 NO SUCH THING AS PANTITIONING GAZA AND THE WEST BaNK. THERE IS SIMPLY DISCUSSION OF THE STATUS
OF JEBUSALEM AND THE STATUS OF THE SETTLEMENTS AKD THE FINAL BORDERS, AHD THAT IS A TOTALLY DIFFERENT MATYER,

IF YOU WERE GOING TO ACCEPT AN INTERIM SETTLEMENT, YOU HAVE TO HAVE A FIXED TARGET, HOT AN HLUSIVE, MOVING
TARGET. YOU CANNOT SAY | WILL DELAY DISCUSSION OF JERUSALEM FOR THREE YEARS AMD IN THE MEANWHILE HAVE THE OCCUPRIER
OF JERUSALEM EXPAND JERUSALEM AND EXPROPRIATE THE IDENTITY CARDS OF JERUSALEMITES AND THROW THEM OUT OF THEIR CITY.
YOU CANNOT SAY WE ARE DELAYIHG DISCUSSION OF THE SETTLEMENTS AND SEE THE SETTLEMENTS GROW IN THE MEANWHILE.
THEREFORE BY THE TIME YOU SIY DOWN TO NEGOTIATE THEM, THEY HAVE SWALLOWED HALI OF FPALESTINE. THE MAPS THAT HAD BEEN
TENDERED BY MR. SHAHRON AND MR, MORDEGHA] AND HAVE BEEN SENT ON A ROADSHOW, ARE MAPS THAT GIVE THEM, ACCORDING
TO THEIR VIEW, 65 PER CENT MAXIMUM—SHARON, 52 PER CENT MINIAUM-~MORDECHAI, OF THE WEST BANK, LEAVING
“BANTUSTANETS" . YOU KNOW THE BANTUSTANS OF SOUTH AFRICA WERE LARGE, BUT THESE ARE VERY SMALL BANTUSTANS, THEY ARE
ALMOST LIKE SMALL MEDIEVAL CITY-STATES AND VILLAGE-STATES IN WHICH THERE 1S ABSOLUTELY NO CONKECTIVITY, KILLING THE
PALESTINIAN DREAM, DESTROYING A CHANCE OF A VIABLE: FPALESTINIAN STATE, THEREFORE INCITING PALESTINIANS AND ISHAELIS AGAINST
THAT HISTORIC RECCOHCILIATION THAT THEY TOOK ON THE BASIS OF INTERNATIONAL LEGALITY,

THIS 1S THE STATUS OF THE PEACE PROCESS AT THIS TIME, PLEASE DO HOT GET LDST IN RHETORIC BECAUSE MR,
NETANYAHU'S RHETORIC AT THIS TIME IS THAT, INSTEAD OF EXPLAINING WHAT IS NEEDED TO MAKE THE PEACE PROCESS GO ON, HE
JUST EXPLAINS THAT HE CAN'T GO ON WITH THE PEACE PROCESS BECAUSE HE BLAMES IT ALl OH THE PALESTINIANS OR SOME OTHER
BARTIES, T IS SECURITY ONE TIME, THE PALESTIHIAN CHARTER ANOTHER, HIS BUDGET A THIRD TIME, FRAGILITY OF HIS COALITION
ANGTHER TIME, THE JRAQ! CRISIS A FOURTH TIME  HE 1S ALWAYS EXPLAIMING WHY HISTORY MUST BE DELAYED  HE IS5 ALWAYS
EXPLAINING WHY INTERNATIONAL LEGALITY CANNOT PREVAIL, THE PROBLEM AT THE PRESENT HAVE TO DO BASICALLY WITH THE
MECESSITY FOR REDEFLOYMENT 1O GIVE THE PALESTINIANS THE WEST BANK AHND GAZA, WITH THE EXCEFTION OF JERUSALEM,
SETTLEMENTS, AND FINAL BORDERS. THAT HE DOES NOT WANT TO DO. [N THE MEANWHILE, HE IS NOT WILLIHG TO ACCEPT ANY
LIMITATIONS ON EXPANSION OF SETTLEMENTS, DESTRUCTION OF PALESTINIAN HOMES AND TAKING AWAY EXPROPRIATED PALESTIHIAN
LAND. AT THE SAME TIME, HE IS KEEPING THE FPALESTINIAN TERRITORIES UNDER SIEGE. OME WOULD HAVE WAITED. WE HaveE, THIS
PEOPLE ARE STOIC AND PATIENT THEY COULD HAVE WAITED FOR YEARS IF SETTLEMENTS WOULD STOP, IF THEY WERE NOT UNDER
SIEGE, IF THERE WAS A GOODWILL TO IMPLEMENT INTERNATIOHAL LEGALITY ON THE TABLE,

THE FRESENT SITUATION IS IMPOSSIBLE TO TAKE, T 1S VERY SERIOUS. THE PALESTINIANS HAVE HOT YET OPFTED FOR A RETURN
YO CONFHRONTATION AND | HOPE THAT WE WiLL HOT NEED TO. WE ALWAYS THOUGHT OF THIS PEAGE PROCESS AS IRREVERSIBLE. We
ALWAYS THOUGHT OF T AS A HISTORICAL STEP THAT CAMNOT CHANGE, BUT AT THE SAME TIME THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE CAHNOT WAIT
WHEN THEY SEE THEIR LAND BEING ENCROACHED UPON, WHEN THEY SEE THEIR TOWNS URDER SIEGE, WHEN THEY SEE THE DREAM
DESTROYED. |T IS HERE WHERE WE NEED YOUR MELP, BOTH AS UMITED NATIONS, A5 MEMBER STATES, AND AS NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS. WE NEED TO PUT PRESSURE ON NETANYAHU WHILE MAINTAINING THE PEOFLE-TO-PEOPLE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN
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ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS BECAUSE THAT iS SOMETHING WE DON'T EVER WANT TO SEE REVEASED, THE RELATIONS OF PALESTINIANS
AND {SRAELIS HAVE BEEN THE MAJOR ACHIEVEMENT OF THIS PEACE PROCESS SO FAR  WE TALK TO EACH OTHER  WE'VE KNOWN EACH
OTHER. WE'VE COME TO ACCEFT EACH OTHER AS MHEIGHEOURS AND PARTHERS BUT WE NEED AT THE SAME TIME TO BUT PRESSURE
ON A GOVERNMENT THAT WON'T GO THROUGH THE PROCESS, THAT WON'T MAKE THAT DREAM BOSSIBLE. WE NEED YOUR PRESSURE,
We NERD SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS AND SETTLEMENTS. WE NEED AN EXPERT MEETING OF THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES
TO FIND QUT WAYS AND MEANS OF ENFORCING THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION TO STOP SETTLEMENT ACTIVITIES WE NEED TO
EXPAND THE ABIITY OF THE PALESTINIAN DELEGATION IN THE UNITED NATIONS 'TO FUNGTION. WE NEED TO END THE SIEGE. WE NEED
TO ALLOW THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE A CHANCE TO CONTINUE THE HOPE BECAUSE KILLING THE HOPE MEANS KILLING THE PEAGE AND
MEANS GOING BACK TO CONFRONTATION, THAT IS OUR RLEA. TO THE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED HERE, AND
TO THE MEMBER STATES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, YOUR HELP WILL DEFINE WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE TO KEEPR THAT PEACE
PROCESS ALIVE OR THAT WE MAY HAVE TO FACE ANOTHER TRAGIC CONFRONTATION. MY HOPE IS FOR SUCCESS OF THE PEACE
PROCESS.

HARRY G. BARNES, JR,
DiReEcTOR, CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND
Human RIGHTS PROGRAMS, THE CARTER CENTER

| APPRECIATE THE INVITATION TO REPRESENT PRESIDENT JAMES E. CARTER AND THE CARTER CENTER AT THIS CONFERENCE
DEVOTED TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND THEIR RIGHTS AMD ASPIRATIONS SINGE ME LEFT THE WHITE House, PRESIDENT CARTER
HAS, OF COURSE, BEEN PARTICULARLY WELL-HKNOWN FOR HIS WORK IN HELPING TO RESOLVE INTERNATIONAL CRISES. WHAT ARE LESS
WELL KNOWN ARE THE CENTER'S EFFORTS TO ERADICATE OR GONTROL DISEASES AND TO BOOST AGRICULTURAL. PRODUCTION BY SMALL.
FARMERS, IN WHATEVER ACTIVITY WE ARE INVOLVED, WE TRY TO FOLLOW CERTAIN BASIC RULES: WE DO NOT DUPLICATE THE WORK OF
OTHERS, BUT RATHER SEEK TO COLLABORATE WHEREVER WE CAN! WE DO HOT TAKE SIDES IN A DISPUTE BUT PURSUE OUTCOMES THAT
HELP TO RECONCILE THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THOSE INVOLVED; AND WE ARE PREPARED TO TAKE RISKS, INCLUDING THE HISK
QF FAILURE WHAT FOLLOWS, WITHIN THIS GENERAL CONTEXT, ARE SOME OF MY IMPRESSIONS, NOT A STATEMENT OF CARTER CENTER
POSITIONS

WITH RESPECT TO THE THEME OF THIS CONFERENCE, PRESIDENT CARTER'S DEDICATION TO A MEANINGFUL. PEACE PROCESS
GOES BACK A WHOLE GENERATION AND | Witl. RETURN TO THAT ASPECT MY OWN DIRECT ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE PROBLEMS OF THE
REGION I$ MUCH MORE RECENT. FOR THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS | HAVE BEEN VISITING THE AREA IN MY CAPAGITY AS THE BOARD
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSIGHT OF THE ENDOWMENT SUPPORTED
PROGRAMMES IN THE MIDDLE EAST, INCLUDING IN THE PALESTINIAN LANDS | ALSO HAD THE OPPORTUNITY IN LATE | 905 AND ALY
[ 996, THIS TiME IN MY CARTER CENTER ROLE, TO ORGANIZE AND CARRY OUT AN ELECTION-OBSERVING MISSION, TOGETHER WITH
THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE, FOR THE PALESTINIAN ELECTIONS, A MISSION THAT PRESIDENT CARTER CO-CHAIRED

THOBE Of YOU WHO WERE THERE AT THE TIME WiLl RECALL, THE EXCITEMENT AND THE PRIDE WITH WHICH THE E{ECTIONS WERE
CONDUCTED BY THE PALESTINIANG, DESPITE SOME FROBLEMS, THE OVERWHELMING IMPRESSION WAS ONE OF PALESTINIANS SEIZING
THE OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE ON THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR MANAGING THEIR OWHN AFFAIRS AND CONFIDENCE THAT THEY COULD CARRY
OUT THOSE TASKS SUCCESSFULLY

SADLY, WITHIN A FEW WEEKS, VIOLENCE AGAIN ERUPTED AND DISRUFTED THE PROCESS S0 HOPEFULLY SET IN MOTION BY THE
OsLo ACCORDS, IT OF COURSE WAS NOT THE FIRST INSTANCE OF VIOLENCE. JUST MONTHS BEFORE THE ELECTIONS, PRIME MINISTER
RABIN HAD BEEN ASSASSINATED. NOR CAN ANYONE PREDICT WHEN VIOLENGE WILL VANISH FROM THE SCEME. AT THME SAME TIME, | waAs
STRUCK, DURING MY LAST BRIEF VISIT A FEW WEEKS AGO, WITH THE DEGREE OF AFATHY | FOUND WITH REGARD TO THE PEACE
PROCESS. IT WAS NOT ONLY THAT THE HIGH HOPES OF THE JANUARY | 596 ELECTIONS HAD NOT BEEN REAUZED, BUT THAT NO
HEADWAY HAD BEEN MADE FOR SOME TIME IN CARRYING QUT THE USt0 ACCORDS AND MOST DEPRESSING OF ALL, | ENCOUNTERED
A FEELING THAT PROGRESS WAS UNLIKELY AND THAT THERE WAS NOTING MUCH ANYONE COULD OR WOULD DO ABOUT T,

BEFORE EXAMINING THE [MPLICATIONS OF THAT PESSIMISTIC EVALUATION, | THINK IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO NOTE THAT
SEFTEMBER | S98 MARKS THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CAMP DAVID ACCORD, PRESIDENT CARTER RECALLS THAT IM MasicH
I D77 HE MET WITH THE THEN PRIME MINISTER RABIN AND FOUND LITTLE INTEREST ON RABIN'S PART IN ANY MEDIATION EFFORT TO
END THE CONSTANT CYCLE OF VIOLENCE [N THE ENSUING TWO MONTHS HE MET ALSO WITH A NUMBER OF ARAB LEADERS AND, SAVE
FOR PRESIDENT SADAT, FOUND NGO ONE WHO RESPONDED WITH ANY ENTHUSIASM TO THE IDEA OF A PEACE INITIATIVE. ARD YET, A YEAR
AND A HALF LATER, WHAT PRESIDENT CARTER CALLED THE SEEMINGLY INCOMPATIBLE PAIR, PRESIDENT SADAT AND PHIME MINISTER
BEGIN, ACTUALLY MET AT CAMP DAVID WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AND EVEN MORE SURPRISINGLY CONCLUDED AN AGREEMENT,

WHAT waAS CaMP DaviD? ASIDE FROM NEARLY TWO WEEKS OF INTENSIVE AND EXCEPTIONALLY DIFFICULT NEGOTIATIONS, IT WAS
WHAT WAS CALLED A FRAMEWORK FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AGREED AT CAMP DAVID, IT WAS HOT A PEACE TREATY, NOR A
COMPRIEHENSIVE SETTLEMENT, BUY IT LAUNCKED A NEW AHD AT THE TIME MORE HOPEFUL START IN THE SEARCGH FOR PEACE, THOUGH
IT WAS ALSO WIDELY CRITICIZED, WITHIN THAT FRAMEWORK, THE FOCLS WAS ON PEACE AND SECURITY AND, IMPORTANTLY FOR OUR
GATHERING, IT WAS ALSO OH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. IT WAS VERY CLEAR ON THIS POINT, SAYING THAT "THE NEGOTIATIONS MUST
RECOGHIZE THE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND THEIR JUST REQUIREMENTS. "
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I MANY WAYS, THE CaMP DAVID ACCORD FORESHAROWED THE O5LO AGREEMENTS, BUT MY POINT HERE IS RATHER ANCTHER
OHE, NAMELY THE EACT THAT DESPITE GREAY GHBSTACLES IT WAS POSSIBLE TO BREAK OUT OF THE MOLD OF VIOLENCE, :\ND MISTRUST
AND TO MAKE A HEW START.

My SECOND POINT IS THAT IF THIS COULD HAPPEN ONCE 20 YEARS AGO, IT COULD HAPPEN AGAIN. YET IT OBVIOUSLY HAS
NOT. WHY NOT? .

LET ME LIST SOME REASONS THAT STRIKE ME AS PERTINENT!

i. THE CARKYING OUT OF tHE OSLD ACCORDS HAS DEGENERATED MUCH OF THE TIME INTO EACH SIDE BLAMING THE OTHER
RATHER THAN SEEKING SOLUTIONS. HENCE SUCH TRUST AS EARLIER EXISTED HAS BEEN DISSIFATED, IN PART BECALSE THE
HEGOTIATORS ARE ALSO THE IMPLEMEHTERS. BECAUSE THE PROCESS IS CARRIED OUT N STAGES, FALURE TO IMPLEMENT THE
PREVIOUS STAGE PRODUCES LACK OF CREDIBILITY AND INHIBITS FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS. HEKCE MORE BLAME CASTING OR APATHY

2. FUNDAMENTAL. ISSUES LIKE JERUSALEM, SETTLEMENTS, BORDERS, WATER AND REFUGEES, SAVED UNDER OsLO FOR THE
FINAL STATUS TALKS, THUS LOOK EVEH MORE MPOSSIBLE TO RESOLVE WHEN EVEN THE ZASIER EARUER GOALS REMAIN UNFULFILLED.
AND YET HO LASTING AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED WITHOUT MEANINGFUL COHCESSIONS FROM BOTH SIDES IN AREAS THAT ARE
IMBPORTANT TO THEM. THAT LESSON DOES ROT SEEM TO HAVE YET BEEN FULLY LEARNED.

3. THERE ARE ALSO SOME BASIC DIFFERENGES IN OVERALL. PERCEFTIONS. FOR ISRAELIS THE PROCESS IS TOO FAST AND
TOO RISKY FOR THEIR SECURITY HEEDS, FOR THE PALESTINIANS IT IS TOG SLOW AND TOO MIHIMAL TO BE SATISFYING PALESTINIANS
SEE ISRAELIS AS GRUDGINGLY GIVING AND THEN GIVING LITYLE OF VALUE. ISRAELIS SEE PALESTINIANS AS ALWAYS DEMANDING AND
OFFERING HOTHING IN EXCHANGE,

4. HAVING TO ADAET TO CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES ON EACH SIDE COMPLIGATES REACHING POLICY CONSENSUS WITHIN THE
SOCIETY. N ISRAEL THERE ARE THE DALY PROBLEM THAT STEM FROM THE DIVERSITY OF VIEWS WITHIN THE CABINET. IN PALESTINE
THERE ARE THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE EXECUTIVE AND THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WHICH STILL NEED SORTIRG OUT.

5. EXTERNAL SUPHBORT FOR EACH SIDE HAS BECOME LESS GERTAIN, EITHER BECAUSE OF NEW PRIORITIES FOR SOME OF
THE ARAB STATES, OR iH THE CASE OF ISRAEL THE DISPUTES OVER RELIGIOUS MATTERS LIKE CONVERSIONS WHICH HAVE GCONCERMNED
THE DIASPORA,

8. GivEN THE DEFTH OF THE DIFFICULTIES, THIAD PARTY MEDIATION MIGHT BE ABLE TO REBUILD SOME OF THE TRUST LOSsT,
BUT THAT WOULD REQUIRE CONTIHUING, INTENSIVE AND NHOT JUST PERIODIC IHVOLVEMENT. EVEN THEN, GIVEN THE OTHER FACTORS
| HAVE LISTED, THAT MIGHT STILL NOT BE ENOUGH.

THE USUAL RECIPE FOR STALLED NEGOTIATIONS IS A LARGE DOSE OF POLITICAL Witl FOR ALL. PARTIES. THERE ARE A LOT OF
REASCHS WHY PEOFLE COULD NOW SAY THAT Wil 15 NOT PRESENT OR EVEN THAT IT CARNOT BE. BUT | STILL WOULD ARGUE THAT,
JUST AS AT CAMP DAVID IT WAS POSSIBLE TO FIND AND APPLY POLITICAL WiLL, 50 HOW, 20 YEARS LATER, IN VERY DIFFERENT
CIRGUMSTANCES, IT OUGHT TO BE POSSIBLE TOO. LET ME ERD BY QUOTING PRESIDENT CARTER, WHER HE SPOKE TO THE AMERICAN
CONGRESS IN SEFTEMBER | 878 ABOUT THE THEN JUST CONCLUDED CaMP Davip ACCORD: HE SAID THAT *WE AME PRIVILEGED TO
SEE THE CHANCE FOR ONE OF THE SOMETIMES RARE BRIGHT MOMENTS 1N HUMAN HISTORY=A CHANCE THAT MAY OFFER THE WAY TO
PEACE", 1S IT TOO MUGH TO FIND ANOTHER CHANCE BEFORE THE END OF THE CENTURYT

MICHAEL. HINDLEY
MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT (LABOUR, UNITED KINGDOM)
AND CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION FOR EuRro-ARAE COOPERATION

May | ATFEMET A DIFFICULT DISCIPLINE FOR POLITICIANS AND THAT IS TO BE BRIEF AND TO THE BOINT AND THAT | BE PRACTICAL
RATHER THAN STAY AT THE RHETORIGAL LEVEL, MY SYMPATHIES SHOULD BE OBVIOUS BY MY PRESENCE 50 | Wil SPARE TIME AND
NOT GO INTO A SENTIMENTAL QR POLTICAL STATEMENT AS TO WHY | HAVE SYMPATHY WITH THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE  MAY | BRING TO
THIS MEETING THE GREETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF WHICH | HAVE THE HONOUR TO BE A VICE-PRESIDENT, THAT 1S, THE
PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION FOR EURCrARAB COOPERATIOHN. THEY WISH TQ EXTERD THEIR BEST WISHES TO YOUR EFFORTS Courp
| ALSO ADD ONE, A VERY NECESSARY QUALIFICATION, AND THAT IS THAT ALTHOUGH | AM A MEMBER OF THE BRrrisH LABOUR PaRTY,
WHICH IS NOW IN GOVERNMENT, MY VIEWS ARE NOT HECESSARILY THOSE OF THAT GOVERNMENT,

WHENEVER THERE 15 A DIFFICULTY OR HOLD-UPS IN THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS, MANY FEOPLE DEMAND THAT EUROPE
SHOULD DO SOMETHING AMD EUROPE'S POSITION IN THE CONSTELLATION OF HOPES AND EXPECTATIONS IN PALESTINE AND IN THE ARAB
WORLD SEEMS TO GO HIGHER THE MOHE DIFFICULT THE SITUATION 1S, | THINK IT 15 IMPORTANT THAT WE HAVE A REALISTIC AND HARD-
HEADED APPRAISAL OF JUST WHAT EUROPE CAN DO BECAUSE OHNLY BY APPRECIATING THE UMITED ROLE EUROPE CAN PLAY CAN WE
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HAVE A REALISTIC BASIS FOR CODPERATION AND EXPECTATION, MY OWN VIEW—] WOULD BE HAPEY TO SUSTAIN 1T IN DISCUSSION BUT
LET ME SPEAK TELEGRAFHICALLY-—S THAT THE OFTIMISM, THE BRIGHT LIGHT OF EXPECTATION WHICH WAS AROUSED WITH THE VENICE
AHD MADRID STATEMENTS IN THE EARLY | DBOS, WAS ILLUSORY. THERE WAS A BRIEF MOMENT WHEN IT APPEARED THAT EURGPE
WOULD CONSTRUCTIVELY AND CONSISTENTLY FOLLOW A LINE AT SOME DEVIANGE FROM THAT LINE PURSUED BY THE UNITED STATES.
THIS AROUSED CONSIDERABLE OFTIMISM IN THE ARAB AND PALESTINIAN WOALD AND WAS HELPFUL AT THAT TIME. SINCE THEN, THERE
HAS BEEN NO INDICATION THAT THAT INITIATIVE TAKEN AT VENICE AND MADRID HAS BEEN SUSTAINED AND COULD BE THE BASIS FOR A
GENUINELY INDEFENDENT POLICY,

THERE ARE VARIOUS WAYS OF INFLUENCING THE PROCESS OF PEACE IN THE FPALESTINIAN SITUATION, TO MY MIND, THE BY FAR
MOST EFFECTIVE iS, AND WOULD ALWAYS REMAIN, STRONG BILATERAL PRESSURE ON |SRAEL RATHER THAN MULTILATERAL FRESSURE
THROUGHOUT THE AREA. | WAY THAT WITH GOOD EVIDENCE AND ! WOULD TAKE A MOMENT TO EXPLAIN THAT, INDIGATING AND EXPLAINING
THE ROLE THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CAN PLAY. HY PREAK REALLY, | THINK THAT THE EUROREAN PARLIAMENT IN THE MID~ ] D80s,
UNDER THE “SINGLE EUROPEAN ACT", WAS GIVEN CONSIDERABLE POWERS WHEN IT CAME TO RATIFYING TRADE AGREEMENTS WiTH
COUNTRIES THAT HAD AN ASSOCIATION AGREEZMENT WITH THEZ EURGREAN UNION. ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT INDICATES THAT THAT
COUNTRY WOULD EVENTUALLY BECOME A MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN UNION. IN TIMES OF OPTIMISM, E.G., SUCH ASSOCIATION
AGREEMENTS WERE OFFERED AND ACCEPTED BY TURKEY AND ISRAZL. HOWEVER, LUNDER THE SINGLE EUROPEAH ACT, THE PARLIAMENT
WAS GIVEN THE RIGHT TO RATIFY AND THEREFORE TO VETO A TRADE AGREEMENT WITH A COUNTRY WHICH HAD AN ASSOCIATION
AGREEMENT. THIS MEANS THAT ANY AGREEMENT THAT ISRAEL HAS WItH THE EUROPEAN UNION HAS 1O BE RATIFIED BY THE PARLIAMENT
AND HAS TO GAIN A MAJORITY~~50 PER CENT OF THOSE ENTITLED TO VOTE~IN QRDER TO PASS. PARLIAMENT DISCOVERED THIS
SOMEWHAT WITH SHOCK AT THAT TIME | WAS AS | AM NOW THE MAJORIMY LEADER ON THE TRADE COMMITTEE—BECAUSE IN DECEMBER
1 287, 1HE FINANCIAL PROTOCOL. BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, THE LNION AS IT NOW IS, AND ISRAEL WAS UP FOR RENEWAL
AND W WERE TOLD AS PARLIAMENTARIAMS THAT THIS WAS SiMPLY A TECHNICAL MATTER. T WASN'T To SOME EXTENT, IT MEANS
UFDATING THE TREATY TO INCLUDE THE MEMBERSHIP OF SPAIN AND PORTUGAL BUT ALSO CONTAINED A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF
AID [H TERMS OF SOFT LOANS TO ISRAEL. UNFORTUNATELY, OR FORTUNATELY FOR PARLAMENTARY MANAGERS, YOU WILL RECALL THAT
N DECEMBER [ 887, THE INTIFADAH BROKE OUT. AND TO CUT A LONG PARLIAMENTARY STORY SHOKRT, PARLIAMENT (NDICATED THAT
IT WOULD NOT PASS THE FINANCIAL PROTOCOL WITH 1SRAZL AS A SIGH OF DISTASTE FOR ISRAEL'S ACTIONS IN THOSE EVENTS AND AS
A SIGH OF SOME SOUDARITY FOR THE DEMAND FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

THAT WAS THE MOST SOLITARY EXPERIENCE | PERSONALLY HAVE EVER HAD BECAUSE WE HAVE ALWAYS HAD GREAT DIFFICULTY
IN GETTING THE ISRAEL! GOVERNMENT TO TAKE THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND INDEED THE EuROPEAN UNION THAT SERIOUSLY. THEIR
MAIN PARTHER REALISTICALLY IS ALWAYS THE LNITED STATES OF AMERICA. BUT IT WAS QUITE SOULTARY IN THE ATTENTION THAT THE
ISRAELI STATE THEN ACTUALLY GAVE THE PARILIAMENT, HAVING REFUSED POINT BLANK TO ATTEND THE TRADE COMMITTEE TO GIVE
EVIDENCE AND BECAME SOLICITOUS ABOUT PARLIAMENT'S OPINION, WE DISCOVERED AT THAT TIME AS WELL THAT THERE WAS A
SECRET——SECRET IS A WRONG WORD—HNOT TOD WELL KNOWN AND LARGELY HIDDEN FROM VIEW SIDE PROTOGOL THAT ALLOWED
PALESTINIAN GOOBS DIRECT ACCESS 10 THE EUROPEAN UNION. THIS 1S STILL AN ISSUE, THERE WERE COMPLAINTS AT THAT TIME AS
RIGHT HOW THAT ISRAEL WAS HINDERING SUCH FREE TRADE. SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT IN MOLDING UP THE TRADE AGREEMENTS, AS
PARLIAMENT DID FOR | O MONTHS, SIGNIFICANT GCONCESSIONS WERE GRANTED BY ISRAEL. WE WENT FROM A SITUATION WHERE IN
DECEMBER-JANUARY THE ISRAEL! GOVERNMENT WAS REFUSING TO ACKROWLEDGE THAT THERE WAS A PROBLEM, REFUSING TO COME
TO THE TRADE COMMITTEE, TO A SITUATION IH OCTOBER [ DB8 WHEREIN ON THE EVE OF THE VOTE IN PARLIAMENT, THE ISRAZL!
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE FAXED AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THAT MINISTRY AND PALESTINIAN GROWERS, GRANTING FREE ACCESS TO
THE EUROPEAN MARKETS, TO EVERY SINGLE MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, | APOLOGIZE FOR SPITTING IT OUT, PROVING
THAT BILATERAL PRESSURE IS FAR MORE IMPORTANT THAN DECLARATIONS.

| WOULD UKE TO REPORT THAT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT HAS CONTINUED TO OPERATE IN A SIMILAR WAY, BUT | THINK THAT
PARLIAMENT FRANKLY WAS RATHER FRIGHTENED TO DISCOVER THE POWERS THAT IT HAS IN THAT RESPECT. BUT SUFFICE (T TO SAY,
THOSE POWERS STH.L REMAIN. ANY SUBSEQUENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN UNION AND ISRAEL, BECAUSE OF ISRAEL'S
ASSOCIATION STATLIS, Will HAVE TO BE RATIFIED 8Y THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THAT BILATERAL PRESSURE POINT ON ISRAEL,
| WOULD SUBMIT TO THIS CONFERENCE, IS STILL. THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY OF IMPROVING THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATIGN N PALESTINE.

| WiLL NOW MOVE ON AND MENTION A COUPLE OF OTHER AREAS OF PRESSURE AND PRACTICAL. GUIDANCE TO PEOPLE HERE.
THE EURCPEAN UNION DOES MAVE BILATERAL FROGRAMMES FOR THE PEACE PROCESS, THE EUROPEAN UNION IS THE MAJOR BONOR
OF HUMANITARIAN AID. [T HAS AN AHNUAL PROGRAMME FOR BUILDING ON THE PEAGE PROGESS WHICH {5 SUPERVISED BECAUSE IT
HAS A BUDGETARY SIDE. T IS SURPERVISED 8Y PARLIAMENT AND THEREFORE THE EUROPEAN FPARIJAMENT CAN HAVE A GUIDING
INFLUENCE ON THE USE OF THOSE FUNDS. IN THAT RESPEGT, MAY | UNDERLINE THE WORDS SPOKEN—-HINTED AT——BY THE |ISRAELI
DERPUTY WHO SPOKE BEFORE ME. | THMINK IT {5 VERY IMPORTANT IN ANY COUNTRY BUT CERTAINLY iN THE PALESTINIAN SITUATION
BECAUSE IT IS A VERY LARGE AMOUNT OF MONEY THAT IS BEING GRANTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION THAT THAT MONEY |5 USED TO
BUILD UF HATIONAL CAPACITY IN THE RECIPIENT COUNTRY AND IS NOT USED SIMPLY TO LINE THE POCKETS OF WELL-MEANING BUT
SOMETIMES NOT PARTICULARLY WELL-MEANING CONSULTANTS IN THE DONOR COUNTRY. THE EUROPEAN UNION HAS BEEMN RIGHTLY
CRMCIZED BY ITS OWN COURT OF AUDITORS FOR ITS PROGRAMMES IN EASTERN EUROPE, WHICH SAW TOO HIGH A PERGENTAGE OF
ITS RONOR FUNDS GOING INTO THE HANDS OF WEST EURGPEAN CONSULTANTS AND TOO LITTLE BEING USED ACTUALLY TO BUILD up
NATIONAL CAPITAL AND NATIONAL EXPERTISE. | WOULD ASK ALL HERE WHO HAVE AN INFLUENGE IN THIS MATTER TO MAKE SURE THAT
SOMETHING SIMILAR DOES HOT HAPPEN AND THAT THE EURGEEAN UNION'S AlD PROGRAMME FOR THE PEACE PROCESS IS ACTUALLY
USED TO BUILD NATIONAL POTENTIAL, NATIONAL CAPITAL AND MATIONAL EXPERTISE AMONGST THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE,
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THE OTHER AREA AS WELL WHERE THERE 15 A POINT OF INFLUENCE ¥ROM EUROPE 15 THE SO-CALLED MEDITERRANEAN
PROGHAMME (MEDA), WHICH INCLUDBES ALL THE NON-EUROPEAN AS WELL AS EUROPEAN-MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES AND OF WHICH
ISRAEL 1S ALSO A PARTY., THaT 18905 BARCELONA SUMMIT WHICH SET UP THE MEDA PROGRAMME MADE AN EXHORTATION ON ALL
STATES TO DEVELOP GOOD NEIGHBOURLINESS AND | THINK IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT THE EUROPEAN UNION CONTINUES, WHENEVER
POSSIBLE, TO PRESS UPON ISRAEL THAT UNDER THE MEDA PROGRAMME, ISRAEL HAS TAKEN ON OBLIGATIONS TO ACT AS A GOOD
HEIGHBOUR TO ITS OTHER STATES. YOU WILL KNOW THAT SPECIAL MEASURES WERE PASSED TO ENABLE THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY
YO BE PARTY TO THE MEDA PROGRAMME AND THAT | THINK WAS A POSITIVE STEF TAKER BY EUROFE. | DON'T THINK, IF | MAY ADD
A CRITICAL NOTE HOWEVER, THAT THE LINE PURSUED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION THAT THE MEDA PROGRAMME IN DEVELOFING WELFARE
AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS iN THE WIDE MEDITERRAHEAN PROGRAMME AUTOMATICALLY CONTRIBUTES TO THE PEACE PROCESS. [T DOES
ONLY IN THE VAGUEST POSSIBLE WAY, AND THAT 15 WHENEVER COUNTRIES GET RICHER AND BECOME MORE STABLE, THEY TEND TO
BE MORE PEACEFUL. BUT | DOR'T THINK THAT THERE 15 A MAGICAL PROCESS BY WHICH A QUANTITIVE DONATION OF AID AND TRADE
10 THE MEDITEHRANEAN AREA MAGICALLY TRANSPOSES ITSELF INTO PRESSURE ON ISRAEL ¥& DO THE DEGENT THING WITH HS
PALESTIMNIAN NEIGHBOURS ANDG | THINK WE HEED A HARDER VIEW OF THE MEDA PROGRAMME THAN SIMPLY THINKING THAT
ACCUMULATION OF AID WILL AUTOMATICALLY TRANSFER ITSELF INTO PEACE.

MAY | JUST GONGENTRATE NOW MY FINAL REMARKS ON WHAT | HOPE IS A REALISTIC ALTHOUGH MAYBE A CHALLENGED VIEW OF
THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE VARIOUS EURDPEAN INSTITUTIONS INTERVENING IN THE PEACE PROCESS. First OF AlLL., THE COMMISSION
pOES EXTREMELY GOOD WORK. THERE i5 NO QUESTION THAT THE SPECIAL EMVOY FOR THE PEAGE PROCESS, BY PRACTICING SOME
SHUTTLE DIFLOMACY 1N THE AREA, HAS DONE AN ENORMOUS AMOUNT OF GOOD WORK, BUT IT 1S QUITE CLEAR THAT AS A POLITICAL
BODY, THE COMMISSION MAS LONG PASSED ITS HIGH WATERMARK WHICH IT ACHIEVED WITH JACQUES DELORS . IT SEEMS NOW QUITE
HEALISTIC TO ASSUME THAT THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION WILL HOT EMERGE AS IT SEEMED TO HAVE THE POTENTIAL OF DOING DURING
THE DELORS PERIOD AS A SIGHIFICANT POLITICAL PLAYER IH THE FIELD OF FOREIGN AFPAIRS AND iN THE FIELD QF SECURITY.

THE SECOND BOINT IS THE LIMITATIONS OF A GOMMON EUROPEAN FOREIGN POLICY. } WOULD SUBMIT AND | COULD GIVE MANY
INSTANGES OF EVIDENCE THAT THE LIMITATIONS OF THIS ARE ALREADY EVIDENT. THE MINISTERS CAN ONLY ACT ON A LOWEST COMMON
DENOMINATOR BASIS, WHILE INDIVIDUAL STATES MAY AND CAN DO MUCH MORE IN PUSHING FOR THE PEACE PROCESS. FACED WITH
VERY SHARP CONFLICTS, FOR EXAMPLE IN YUGOSLAVIA, THE LIMITATIONS OF A COMMOHN FOREIGH POLICY HAVE BEEN GLARINGLY
OBVIOUS. A PEACE PROCESS CANNOT BE MADE TO STICK IN YUGOSLAVIA WITHOUT THE HELP OF OM OHE SIDE THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA ARD ON THE OTHER SIDE THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION, ACTING AS AN INFLUENGE ON SERBIA  EUROPE WAS FOUND QUITE
WANTING AND TS DEMAND ‘THAT THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION TO A LESSER EXTENT STAY QUT OF
THE YUGOSLAVIAN PROCESS BECAUSE WE WERE CLOSER IN EUROPE TO YUGOSLAVIA AND UNDERSTOOD It BETTER PROVED TO BE A
RATHER VACUOUS CLAIM, YOU ONLY NEED TO LOOK AT THE RECENT CONFLICT, OR ALMOST POTENTIAL CONFLICT, IN IRAGQ TO SEE THAT
THEHE ARE QUITE IRRECONGILABLE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MEMBER STATES. My OWN GOVERNMENT, AND NOT WITH MY APPROVAL.
| MUST ADD, TOOK A MORE HOSTILE LINE TOWARDS IRAQ AND A MORE CRITICAL. LINE TOWARDS THE UNITED NATIONS PROPOSAL THAN
FOR EXAMPLE FRANCE DID. | THINK WE SHOULD BE VERY REALISTIC AND SAY THESE THINGS EXIST ANE BASE OUR PRACTICAL
PROBLEMS OR PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS ON THE EXISTENCE OF REALITY RATHER THAN BEING CARRIED AWAY, AS SOMETIMES EUROPEAN
POLITICIANS ARE, WITH THE WISH THAT THERE SHOULD BE A COMMON FOREIGN POLICY.

MAY | CONCLLIDE WITH A COUPLE OF REMARKS WHICH | HORE WiLL. HELP TO MOVE THE PROCESS ON,

] THE STATES IN EUROPE ARE STILL MORE IMPORTANT THAN ANY OTHER DESIHE TO HAVE A GOMMON POLICY, JACQUES
CHIRAD'S VISIT AND HIS STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS 1N JERUSALEM DID FAR MORE | THINK FOR THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE THAN HAVE DONE
MINISTERS IN COLLECTIVE STATEMENTS. THE SAME WILL PROBABLY BE TRUE | HOPE WHEN MY OWHN PrIME MINISTER, TONY BLAIR,
VISITS THE AREA LATER IN THE YEZAR.

2. THE COUNCIL Wikl INCREASINGLY GAIN POWER AT THE EXFENSE OF THE COMMISSION BUT THE COUNCIL CAN ONLY
OPERATE ON A LOWEST COMMON DENOMINATOR PROCESS.

3 | THINK 1T 15 INCREASINGLY UHLIKELY THAT THE EUROPEAN UNION COLLECTIVELY WILL TAKE A VIEW THAT DIFFERENTIATES
TSELF FROM THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA YOU MAY REGRET THAT, SOME OF US MAY WORK AGAINGT THAT, BUT | THINK THAT IT
IS THE REALITY AND THAT THE HEYDAY OF OPTIMISM ABOUT ELROPE BEING INDEPENDENT AS 1T WERE WHICH CAME IN VENICE AND
MADRID HAS GONE FOR THE MOMENT.

4. HoweveR, EUROPE, PARTICULARLY THE COMMISSION, WILL CONTINUE TO PAY FOR THE PEACE ON WHICH IT HAS WTTLE
INFLLIENCE AND AS SUCH WILL DO A GREAT DEAL OF GOOD HUMAKITARIAH WORK AND WORK WHICH COULD BPE BETTER IF, TAKING THE
LINE | MENTIONED BEFORE OF OUR ISRAELI DEPUTY. IS THAT AID IS MORE CONCENTRATED TO GENUINELY BUILDING UP PALESTINIAN
EXPERTISE.

5 TO REPEAT MY MAIN THEME AND THAT IS THAT THE BILATERAL PRESSURE BY THOSE OF US WHO WISH TO FORCE ISRAEL
TO HONOUR TS COMMITMENTS AND DO THE DECENT THING BY THE PALESTINIAN POPULATION——BILATERAL PRESSURE WIilL BE FAR MORE
EFFECTIVE, FAR MORE IMMEDIATE THAN ANY WISHED THINKING THAT THE COLLECTIVE EUROPEAN RESPONSE WOULD ACHIEVE THE SAME
THING .
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HENRY SIEGMAN
DiIRECTOR, UNITED STATES/MIDOLE EAST PROJECT
AND SENIOR FELLOW, COUNCIL ON FOREIGH RELATIONS

1 WILL FOCUS MY BRIEF REMARKS PRIMARILY ON THE UNITED STATES ROLE IN THE PEACE PROGESS. | SMOULD SAY, HOWEVER,
THAT | DO NOT SPEAK FOR THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND INDEED | DO NOT EVEN SPEAK FOR THE COUMCIL. ON FOREIGH
RELATIONS WITH WHICH | AM ASSOCIATED BUT OFFER PERSONAL, VIEWS, SHAPED BY MY OWH INVOLVEMENT IN THE ARAS-ISRAEL
CONPLICT FOR MORE THAN THREE DECADES NOW.

AS HAS BEEN FOINTED OUT TIME AND AGAIN DURING THIS CONFERENCE, WE MEET AT A TIME WHEN THE OSLO PROGESS SEEMS
HOPELESSLY DEADLOCKED, THE FACT THAT BOTH SIDES ARE OVER TIME ENGAGED N ACTIVITIES THAT VIOLATE TS SPECIFIC PROVISIONS
OF THE QSLO ACCORDS, AND WERE iNCONSISTENT WITH TS VERY PURPOSES AND SURELY TS SPIRIT, CANNOT AND SHOULD NOT
OBSCURE THE FACT, A FUNDAMENTAL FACT, AND THAT IS THAT THE PEACE BROCESS HAS NOT ADVANCED ON ANY FRONT SINCE PRIME
MINISTER NETANYAHU CAME TO OFFICE WIiTH THE EXCEFTION, OF COURSE, OF THE HEBRON AGREEMENT, WHICH UNFORTUNATELY
TURKED OUT TO 8E THE FAMOUS EXCEPTION THAT PROVES THE RULE. AHND THIS PRIMARILY AND OVERWHELMINGLY BECAUSE THE
GOVERNMENT OF PRIME MINISTER NETANYAMU, UNUIKE ITS PREDECESSOR GOVERNMENT, SEES THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN RELATIONSHIP
AS A ZERO-SUM GAME, EVERY CONCESSION TO THE PALESTINIANS IS EXFERIENCED BY THIS GOVERNMENT AS A NET LOSS FOR ISRAEL
INTERESTS AND ISRAEL! SECURITY. PRIME MINISTER METANYAHU AND MIS COLLEAGUES IN HIS CABINET UNFORTUMNATELY CANNOT
CONCEIVE THAT WHICH PRIME MINISTER RABIN AND MEMBERS OF HiS GOVERNMENT GAME TO UNDERSTAND IN ! 993 THAT 1S, THAT
AS IMPORTANT AS TERRITORY IS TO [SRAEL'S SECURITY, EVEN MORE IMPORTANT FOR ISRAEL IS A NEIGHBOUR THAT DOES NOT HARBOUR
A DEEP AND FESTERING SENSE OF INJUSTICE OF HAVING BEEN DENIED THE MOST ELEMENTAL REQUISITES OF NATIONAL DIGHITY AND
PERSONAL. FREEDOM,

Now LEFT TO THEIR OwH DEVIGES, POUTICAL LEADERS WHO HAVE SO LIMITED AND HARROW A VIEW OF THEIR NATION'S
SECURITY, FOCUSING SOLELY ON TERRITORIAL AND MILITARY ASSETS, CANNOT BE PEACEMAKERS., WHIGH 8RINGS US To THE ROLE
OF THE UNITED STATES, WHOSE FRIENDSHIP WITH THE JEWISH STATE AND SUPPONT FOR THE WELL-BEING OF 15 PEOPLE SURELY
CANNOT BE QUESTIONED. N AN IMPORTANT FOREIGN FOLICY ADDRESS THIS PAST AUGUST, THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE UNITED
Stares, MADELEINE ALBRIGHT, RECOGHNIZED THE IHSEPARABILITY OF PALESTINIAN MEASURES TO ADVANGE THE PEACE PROCESS AND
ISRAELI MEASURES THAT ADDRESS THE LEGITIMATE POLITICAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, IT 15 BECAUSE OF THIS
RECOGNITION THAT SHE PROPOSED FOR THE FIRST TIME THAT THE PEACE PROCESS COULD NOT PROCEED WITHOUT FIRST
ESTABLISHING A VERY CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF GOALS AND A FRAMEWORK FOR THE FINAL SOLUTION; AND THAT BOTH SIDES KEEDED
TO AGREH ON THOSE GOALS IF THEY WERE TO REGAIN CONFIDENCE ABOUT WHERE THE NEGOTIATION PROCESS WAS LEADING.

UNFORTUNATELY, MRS, ALBRIGHT, iN THAT IMPORTANT SPEECH, BID NOT PUT FORWARD THE UNITED STATES' OWN
UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THOSE SPECIFIC GOALS MUST BE. AND AS INDICATED IN THE REPORT THAT WAS ISSUED LAST SUMMER BY
AN INDEPENDENT TASK FORCE OF THE COUNCIL ON FOREIGH RELATIONS ON UNITED STATES MIDDLE EAST POLICY AND THE PRACE
PROCESS, [T IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RESTORE CONFIDENGE BETWEEMN THE PARTIES IN THIS PEACE PROCESS UNLESS THE DIRECTION AND
THE GOAL OF THESE NEGOTIATIONS ARE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD TO INCLUDE PALESTIMIAN STATEMOOD, NOW THE BETAILS OF
STATEHOOD, THE SPECIFICS OF BORDERS, THE ARRANGEMENTS OF WATER, THE FUTURE OF JERUSALEM, REFUGEES, ETC., THESE
DETAILS ARE SUBJECT TO DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTIES THEMSELVES. BUT THESE NEGOTIATIONS BO NOT BEGIN TO
STAND A CHANCE OF SUCCESS, INDEED THEY WOULD BE FUTILE UNLESS IT 1S CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT THEY TAKE PLACE WITHIN
A CONTEXT THAT IS SURE AS, AMONG OTHER THINGS, STATEHOOD FOR THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE N THE GAZA AND IN THE WEST BANK

BUT UNITED STATES INITIATIVE THAT FAILS TO LINK EXPLIGITLY PALESTINIAN MEASURES TO FIGHT TERRORISM, WHICH ARE
CLEARLY ESSENTIAL, WITH ISRAEL! MEASURES THAT MEET PALESTINIAN NEEDS, CAN ONLY REMNFORCE THE DEADLOCK., THE UNITED
STATES POSITION MUST BE THAT WHILE A WAR ON TERRORISM IS A PRE-CORDITION FOR CONTINUED NEGOTIATIONS, ISRAEL MUST MAKE
T POSSIELE FOR THE PALESTINIANS TO WAGE THAT WAR BY INDICATING WHAT ISRAEL WILL DO TO ADVANCE SPECIFICALLY WHAT I WILL
DO TO ARVANCE THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE AND PALESTINIAN FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVES, MR, ARAFAT'S ROLE CANNOT SIE SEEN BY
ISRAEL SIMPLY AS SERVING ISRAEL'S SECURITY HEEDS.

A FAR DEEPER AMERICAN ENGAGEMENT THAT TACKLES ISSUEZS OF SURSTANCE IS WHAT IS NEEDED NOW TO £UT THE PEAGE
PROCESS BACK ON TRACK. BOTH PRESIDENT CLINTON AND SECRETARY OF STATE ALBRIGHT SEEM TO HAVE RECOGHNIZED THIS IN
REALITY AHD BOTH HAVE SAID IN RECENT WEEKS THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS MUST INDEED DEFINE THIS GOAL AND FRAMEWORK FOH THE
HEGOTIATIONS . MORE IMPOHTANTLY, PRESIDENT CLINTON, IN HIS LAST MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ARAFAT 1H WASHINGTON, D.C.,
SPOKE FOR THE FIRST TIME OF UNITED STATES SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIAN ASEIRATIONS TO UVE IN FREEDOM, THE UNITED STATES
OF COURSE CANNOT COMPEL AN ISRAEL] GOVERNMENT TO DO WHAT IT ($ DETERMINED TQ DO, WHAT IT IS DETERMINED NOT TO DO,
THE UNITED STATES CANNOT CONTROL MR, NETANYAHU AND HIS POLITICS. BUT THE UNITED STATES CAN CONTHROL ITS OWH POLICIES
AND CAN DECLARE SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIAN STATEHOOD ALBEIT WITH RESTRICTIONS AND PROVISIONS THAT ARE HECESSARY TO
ENSURE ISRAEL'S SECURITY,
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A CLEAR AND UNCOHDITIONAL ASSERTION BY THE UNITED STATES AS TO WHERE THE FPRAGE PROCESS MUST LEAD IN ORDER TO
SATISFY FUNDAMENTAL REQUIRIEMENTS ON BOTH SIDES MAY NOT YIELD AN IMMEDIATE BREAKTHROUGH IN THE PEACE PROGESS. BUT
T CERTAINLY WOULD SET BROAD PARAMETERS FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS THAT THE PARTIES SOONER OR LATER WILL HAVE TQ ENGAGE
IH, T WOULD SERVE TO LESSEN DAMAGE TO UNITED STATES INTERESTS iN THE REGION, FOR ANGER AT THE LUNITED STATES IN THE
ARAN WORLD, WHICH IS WIDESPREAD AND WHICH ENDANGERS REGIMES THAT ARE FRIENDLY TO THE UNITED STATES, 1S THE RESULT
NOT OF ARAB DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS HOT “DELIVERED ISRAEL" BUT BECAUSE RATHER THE UWITED STATES
DOES NOT SEEM TO HAVE A BOSITION OF TS OWN ON THESE IMPORTANT ISSUES. WE ARE THEREFORE SEEN AS ACQUIESCING 1N THE

POLICIES OF THIS PARTICULAR GOVERNMENT.

HAVING REFERRED HOWEVER TO ARAB ANGER AND ARAB PUBLIC OFINION ON THE SUBJECT, A SUBJECT | HAVE SPOKEH ABOUT
ANDG WAITTEN ABOUT CONSIDERABLY I8 THE UNITED STATES AND INTERKATIONAL MEDIA, | THINK THAT ANOTHER FOINT HEEDS TO SE MADE
AS WELL. | MUST TELL YOU N ALL CANDOR THAT AS DANGEROUS AS [T 1S TO IGHORE ARAB PUBLIC OFINION, AS SO MANY COUNTRIZES
IN THE WEST ARE GUILTY OF, IT IS EQUALLY DANGERCUS TO BE GUILTY OF UNCRITICAL PANDERING TO THAT PUBLIC OPINION, FOR
ARAB PUBLIC OPIHION ALSO BELIEVES THAT THE SPREAD OF AlIDS IN THE ARAS WORLD IS AN ISRAFL] CONSPIRACY, THAT THE ALLEGED
LIAISON BETWEEN Monica LEWINSKY AND PRESIDENT CLINTON 15 A ZIONIST BLOT, THAT THE HOLOCAUST IS EITHER GROSSLY
ORGGERATED OR NEVER HAPPENED, AND THAT ISRAEL IS EXPLOITING FOODSTUFFS TO THE ARAB WORLD, E.G., CHEWING GUM, THAT
DRIVE WOMEN WILD AND RENDERS ARAE MEH IMPOTENT. Mow | MENTION THIS AKD | AM GLAD TO SEE SOME OF YOU SMILE 8UT |
MENTION THIS BECAUSE THESE ARE NOT THE RANTINGS, THE DELUSIONS, OF LURATICS. THESE ARE REPORTS THAT APPEAR N
AESPONSIBLE, THE MOST IMPORTANT, ARAD MEHA AND ARE REFEATED BY MINISTERS, UNFORTUNATELY IN ARAB GOVERNMENTS, SOME
OF WHOM ARE CLOSE FRIENDS OF MINE. S0 | DO HOT BELIEVE FOR ALL OF MY RESERVATIONS ABOUT UNITED STATES POLICY AND
FOR ALL OF MY CRITICISH THAT THE POLICIES OF PRIME MIMSTER NETANYAHU AND HIS GOVERNMENT THAT ARAB PUBLIC PERCEFTIONS
OF THE REALITIES OF WORLD AFFAIRS SHOULD BE CELEBRATED UNCRMCALLY TOO MANY OF THEM ARE DELUSIONAL AND PERHICIOUS,
LIKE THOSE THAT ARE BASED OH TRAPS LIKE THE mmgm_ﬂmm. THE VERY HATEFUL AND RACIST BOOK THAT
UNFORTUNATELY ENJOYS GREAT POPULARITY EVEN IN THIS DAY iH MOST ARAB COUNTRIES. NONE OF THESE | ASSURE YOU CONTRIBUTE
TO THE CREDIBILITY OF ARAB PUBLIC OPINION OR TO THE DIGHITY OF THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE .

NOW HAVING SAID THIS, LET ME SAY IN CONCLUSION THAT IN THE END, DESPITE ALL OF THESE PROBLEMS ON BOTH SIDES OF
THE LEDGER, THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT THERE Will. BE A PALESTINIAN STATE [N THE WEST BANK AND GAZA. TO BE SURE, THERE
WILL BE PROVISIONS FOR DEMIITARIZATION AND OTHER ARRANGEMENTS TO DEAL WiTH THE LEGITIMATE ISRAEL SECURITY CONCERNS.
BUT IT SHOULD ALSO BE CLEAR THAT THE MAPS THAT ARE HOW BEING ARGUED ABOUT IN MR, NETANYAHL'S CABINET—THE SHARCHN
MAP AND THE MAP OF THE DEFENCE MINISTER MORDECHA—THOSE MAPS COULD HOT BE MORE IRRELEVANT EXCEFT FOR THE
(NTERESTING FACT BUT EVEN THE MOST PARSIMORIOUS PROPOSALS IN THESE MAPS HARK A HISTORIC TURNING POINT BECAUSE THE
LIKUD ACGEPTS FOR THE FIRST TIME THE PRINCIPLE OF THE ACTUAL DIVISIOR OF LAND AHD OF RETURNING LAND TO THE PALESTINIANS,
AND T IS THAT PRINCIPLE THAT WILL IN THE END LEAD IREXORABLY TO A PALESTINIAN STATE IN THE WEST BANK AND IN GaAza. Now
THE REASON FOR THIS INEVITABILITY IS NOT THE EFFECTIVEHESS OF THE PEACE PROCESS OR THE GENILUS OF THE OSLO ACCORDS.
THE OSLO AGREEMENT IS DEEPLY FLAWED ALTHOUGH IT IS CLEARLY THE MOST THAT COULD HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED AT THE TIME. AND
CERTAINLY THE PEAGE PROCESS THAT IT TRIGGERED WAS KOT SO CLEVERLY CONTRIVED AS TO PRECLUDE {RREVERSIBILITY, Now
INSTEAD, IT 16 THE RELENTLESS LOGIC OF HISTORY THAT WILL YIELD THE PALESTINIAN STATE IH THE WEST BANK AND GAZA,

THE QUESTION IS NOT WHEHN IT Wil HAPPEN AND AT WHAT FURTHER COST TO MUMAN SUFFERING. THE STATE WILL EMERGE
HOT AS A HEWARD FOR PALESTINIAR GOOD BEHAVIOUR BUT BECGCAUSE AT THE END OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY IT {5 SIMPLY
IMCONCEIVABLE THAT A PEOPLE WITH ITS OWN CULTURE, ITS OWH FAITH AND POLITICAL IDENTITY CAN REMAIN UKDER PERMANENT
OCCUPATION BY A POWER 'THAT IS UTTERLY FOREIGN TO IT. THE DAYS WHEN DREAMS OF SUCH PERMANENT FOREIGN RULE CAN 8E
ENTERTAINED ARE SIMPLY GONE FOREVER.

GWEN THE IHEVITABILITY OF THE OUTCOME OF THIS TRAGEDY THAT [SRAEL'S CURRENT POUITICAL LEADERSHIP IS 50 LACKING
IH VISION AS TO Fall TO UHNDERSTAND THAT RESISTANCE TO THIS HISTORIC PROCESS, EVEN F MOTIVATED BY PRACTICAL
CONSIDERATION, CREATES RESENTMENT AND BITTERNESS THAT UNDERMINES THE VERY SECURITY IN WHOSE HAME THE POLICIES ARE
JUSTIMED. TALK ABOUT RECIPROCITY FOR THE PALESTINIANS 15 A SMOKESCREEN, FOR Of COURSE THE ISHAEL LIST OF VIOLATIONS
15 JUST AS LONG AS THAT OF THE PALESTINIANS.

A PEACE AGREEMENT IN THE END Wikl BE POSSIBLE WHEN ISRAEL'S LEADERS FIHALLY ACCEPT AND UNDERSTAND THE TRUTH
THAT GRANTING PALESTINE FREEDOM AND POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE 15 NOT A MATTER OF ISRAEL) ALTRUISM BUT AN ESSENTIAL
PRECONDIFION FOR ISRAEL'S OWN SEGLIRITY. FOR THESE SECURITY INTERESTS CAN BE DEALT WITH EFFECTIVELY OHNLY IN A CONTEXY
OF HEGOTIATIONS THAT ACCEPT THE LEGITIMACY OF BOTH SIDES' BASIC ASPIRATIONS, PRESIDENT CLINTON AND SECRETARY ALBRIGHT
HAVE COME TG UNDERSTAND THAT THIS CONTEXT MUST BE THE OBJECT OF UNITED STATES DIPLOMACY OHE MUST HOPE HOW THAT
THEY WiLL ALSO UNDEHRSTAND TO TAKE THE NEXT LOGICAL AND INEVITABLE STEP.
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MOHAMED ABDELLAKM
CHAIRMAN OF THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE
OF THE PEOPLE'S AsseMBLY oF EGYPT

THIS MEETING IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT BECAUSE, FIAST AND FOREMOST, IT iS A MEETING THAT WILL SUPPORT AND UNDERPIN
THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN WORKING POR A JUST SOLUTION. THIS MEETING COMES TO UNRERSCORE THE IMPORTANGE OF
THIS GATHERING THAT REPRESENTS ALL THE INTERNATIONAL BODIES AND ABOVE ALl THE POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS. THIS MEETING
DEMONSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE THAT THE ENTIRE WORLD ATTACHES TO ONE OF THE FLASH POINTS OF THE WORLD THAT HAS BEEN
AH AREA OF CRISIS FOR THE LAST 50 YEARS. THE ORIGINAL RESOLUTION REVEALED WHAT WAS REALLY MARPPENING AND REFLECTED
WHAT GONE ON MUCH EARLIER IN THE LAND OF PALESTINE. 1T WAS A REFLECTION OF THE BLOODY CONFLICTS FOUGHT OUT N EURDOPE
N THE SECOHND WORLD WaAR,

WE ARE HERE TO SUFPORT PEACE, WE HAVE COME HERE TO SEE HOW TO GIVE PEACE THE STAMP OF INTERNATIOHAL
APPROVAL, WE ARE HERE TO CONFIAM THE FACT THAT A JUST AND LASTING PEACE MUST GO HAND N HAND BECAUSE WITHOUT JUSTICE
PEACE CANNOT BE LASTING. THE DEAL WAS LAND FOR PEACE BECAUSE THE ACQUISITION OF LAND BY FORCE CONTHAVENES THE
PROVISIONS OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLLITIONS 242 (1 D67) aNp 338 (1973) AND S0 THE DEAL STRUCK WAS LAND FOR PEACE,
WE THEREFORE HAVE TO LOOK AT THE PRINGIPLES ON WHICH PEACE IS TO BE BASED,

A LOT OF CHANGES CAME ABOUT AFTER THE MADRID AND OSLO CONFERENCES, HOPE SPRLNG AFRESH IN THE REGION. WE
HAD ALL GOME THROUGH MUTUAL FEAR AND DENIAL, REJECTION, THEN TOGETHER WE WENT FORWARD INTO A STAGE OF MUTUAL
RECOGHNITION  AND SO WE HAVE LOOKED AT WHAT WE HAVE DONE AND PRACTICED OVER THE PASY 20 YEARS, WE HAVE 10 BE
CAREFUL TO LOOK AT THE CONTEXT. T IS NOT JUST A MATTER OF THE SETTLEMENTS BEING THROWHN UF HERE AHD THERE. T 1S NOT
A MATTER OF DELAYING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OSLO ACCORDS. If IS MATTER OF SEEING WHAT IS BEING DONE OVERALL, TO
SLOW DOWN THE PEACE PROCESS AND TO SEE THAT IT DOGES NOT GO THROUGH TO A LOGICAL CONCLUSION.

THE THINKING UNBERLINES MUTUAL ACKNOWLEDRGEMENT AND RECOGNITION OF WHAT IS NEEDED AND HERE | MUST HAIL, THE
COURAGE OF PRESIDENT YASSER ARAFAT, WHO TOOK UPON HIMSELF THE HISTORIC RESPONSIBILITY OF PUTTING AN END TO CONFLICT
AND IN SO DOING SHOWED UNHEARD OF BOLDMNESS AND GREAT HEARTEDNESS, EVERYTHING HAS BEEN ENDORSED AND CONFIRMED
BY THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES IN THE MINISTERIAL MEETING HELD JUST BEFORE THE MADRID CONFERENCE, WHERE ACCENT WAS
PLACED ON THE IDEA THAT PEACE WAS THE STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE AND TARGET OF THE ARAB NATION. THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE is AT
THE VERY HEART OF THE CONFLICT AND 'THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE IS AT THE VERY FOCUS OF UNREST N THE MiDDLE EAsT,
COMPREMWENSIVE PEACE IS THEREFORE THE PROPER SOLUTION AND ANY RESOLUTION CALLS FOR A JUST SETTLEMENT SO THAT THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AS A WHOLE CAN HAVE THEIR RIGHTS ADDRESSED, SO THAT THEY CAM ENJOY AND EMERCISE THEM

SECURMTY IS NECESSARY BUT THERE ARE RESOLUTIONS THAT LAY DOWN THE TOTAL WITHDRAWAL, OF ISRAEL FROM THE OCCURIED
ARAS TERRITORIES, ALSO, WE HAVE TO LOOK AT WHAT IS HAPBENING IN SOUTHERN LEBANON AS WELL, SO WHEN WE TALK ABOUT
SECURITY, WE. NEED FIRST TQ HAVE PEACE AND ANY ATTEMFT TO CONSIDER SECURITY AS AN EXCUSE FOR HOLDING ON TO LAND CAN
ONLY CONTINUE THE VICIOUS CIRCLE OF VIOLENCE AND COUNTER-VIOLENCE. WE HAVE TO TALK ABOUT THE CONVENTIONAL CONCEPT
OF SECURITY BUT BRINGING ABOUT A DIFFERENT BLUFF BECAUSE I WE STICK TO THE OLD FASHION GUNS OF “THIS IS MINE AND | wWiLL.
DEFEND T", WE WILL GET NOWHERE.,

THERE CAN BE NO NATURAL BARRIER TO BE SEEXN AS A MEANS OF FREVENTING WAR WHEN 1N FACT IT COULD BE THE VERY
TRIGGER OF A WAR BECAUSE DESPAIR, SUFFERING AND DISCOURAGEMENT SOMETIMES LEAD PEOPLE TO VIOLENCE, DESPAIR HAS BEEN
THE CRADLE, OF VIOLENCE. DESPAIR PROMPTS FEOPLE TO VIOLENCE, PROVOKES THEM TO VIOLENCE, 50 GLOSURES OF BORDERS,
KEEPING PEOPLE IN A MORE OR LESS STATE OF SIEGE, PREVENTING PALESTINIANS FROM BEING ABLE TO GO TO WORK-THIS 15 NOT
GOING TO FOSTER PEACE THIS IS NOT GOING TO FURTHER SECURITY BUT WILL PUSH ZVERYONE ALONG THE PATH TO OPPOSITE
DIREGTIONS. WE HAVE TO ADOPT A DIFFERENT STANDPOINT, A FRESH APPROACH AND | THINK WE ARE GOING FORWARD {NTO A NEW
ATTITUDE, AND OQUTLOOK WHERE THE LEGITIMACY OF THE PALESTINIAN CLAIMS IS BEING RECOGNIZED (H ORDER TO ARRIVE AT A PROPER
SETTLEMENT. THIS STRATEGIC AREA OF THE MIDDLE EAST CANNOT BE A HOTBED OF CONFLICT

WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE UNITED NATIONS HAS PROVED EFFECTIVE IN THE VERY RECENT FPAST AND HAS DIFFUSED THE SITUATION
THAT COULD HAVE LED TO AN ENORMOUS ESCALATION OF TENSION AND VIOLENCGE N THE MIDDLE EasT, WE CONGRATULATE THE
SECRETARYT-GENERAL OF THE LHITED NATIONS BUT WE HAVE TO SAY THAT 1T 15 THE Will, OF PEOPLES THAT WAS THE DECISIVE FACTOR
BECAUSE THE PEGPLES ARE TIRED OF WAR AND VIOLENCE AND CONFLICT. WE LOOK FORWARD OPTIMISTICALLY TO SEEING THIS YEAR
AS THE YEAR IN WHICH THERE WILL. BE ADHERENCE TG PRINCIPLE SO THAT THE PEACE PROCESS CAN BE REVIVED AND PUT BAGK ON
TRACK N ORDER TO OBTAIN THE OBJECTIVES iT SET ITSELF,

| AM NOT GOING TO MENTION ALL OF THE RESOLUTIONS WITH WHIGH ARE YOU ARE ALREADY FAMILIAR. | SHOULD LIKE TO TALK
TG YOU ABOUT A SITUATION THAT CAN FLAG DANGER BUT YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH THAT TOO  IT 15 A GLOBAL VILLAGE, WE AlLL SAY
NOWADAYS. iT'S A SMALL WORLD AND NO ONE CAN DISREGARD OR BE UNAWARE OF WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE FIELD Bur | will.
TALK ABGUT ONE ASPECT—CERTAIN CONCERTS THAT CAN OFFPER A DIFFERENT VIEW. | AM NOT SPEAKING AS A UNITED NATIONS EXPERT
BUT AS A POLITICIAN AND | CAN SAY THAT WE HAVE TO LOOK TO THE FUTURE. OUR POINT OF DEPARTURE HAS TO BE WHAT WE ALL
HAVEL ALREADY DONE BECAUSE A GREAT DEAL HAS BEEN DONE. WE MAVE MESITATED AT TIMES BETWEEN PEAGE AND OTHER SCLUTIONS
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BECAUSE OF THE STALEMATE, THE DEADLOCK, BUT WE HAVE TO TRY AND FORESER THE UNFORESEEABLE, W HAVE TO DO THIS BY
FOUNDING QUR ACTION ON THE PROPER BASIS FOR PEACE. WE HAVE TO LDOK AT PEACE WITHIN ISRAEL AND RECOGHNIZE THAT THERE
1S A PEACE MOVEMENT INSIDE THAT COUNTRY AND SO THAT WE CAH SEE [N EVERY INTERNATIONAL MEETING ALl THOSE WHO WISH TO
BUILD PEACE COMING TOGETHER TO GIVE PRACTICAL EXPHESSION TO THOSE IDEAS.

WE HAVE TO LOOK TO PEACE BEYOND PEACE~—THE PEAGE THAT CAN CONSOLIDATE PEACE AND PRAGTICE IF YOU LIKE. THIS
1S THE CONGEFPTIVE—THIS IS THE POST-PEACE MOVEMENT IGEA 1N A NEW MIDDLE EAST, FOUNDED ON THE BUILDING OF A MIDDLE EasT
WITHOUT WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION, A REGION THAT WILL BE AN EXAMPLE FOR PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE, A MIDOLE EAST THAT
IS THE VERY CRADLE OF CIVILIZATION AND DIVINE REVELATION, OF TOLERANCE AND COOPERATION, A VERY MODEL OF A NEW SOCIETY
THAT WILL BE BUILT FOR A NEW AND BETTER FUTURE. THIS, OF COURSE, IS HELATED DIRECTLY TO THE SECURITY OF EUROPE AND
INDEED THE WORLD, FOR THIS REASON, OUR MEETIRG HERE UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, IN A EUROREAN CITY,
YHE VERY HEART OF EUROPE, 1S A CLEAR MESSAGE THAT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD BY EVERYONE THAT SEEKS PEACE, BY ALL PEACE-
LOVING PEOPLES BECAUSE WHAT 5 SOUGHT IS UNIVERSAL, WORLDWIDE PEACE AND SECURITY. WE MUST SEE TO IT THAT THE MIDDLE
EAST WHICH HAS SUFFERED SO MUCH IN SUGCESSIVE WARS CAN BECOME AN EXEMBLAR OF TOLERANCE AND PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE
AMONG DIFFERING PEOPLE AND DIFFERING VIEWS.

V. CLOSING MEETING

JEAN DE RUYT
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF MULTILATERAL Poticy
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF BELGIUM

THE CONFERENCE IN SUPPORT OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, ORGANIZED BY THE COMMITTEE ON
THE EXERGISE OF THE INALIENASLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTIHIAN PEOPLE IN COLLABORATION WITH THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC
CONFERENCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES, IS DRAWING TO A CLOSE TODAY, BUT THERE STILL REMAINSG A NEED TO WORK FOR
THE URGENT REVIVAL OF THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS, IN ALL ITS TOPICALITY AND COMPLEXITY.

THROUGHOUT THE CONFERENCE, ONE EMINENT SPEAKER AFTER AROTHER HAS STRESSED THE COMPELLING HEED TQ REVIVE
THE PEACE PROCESS. BY COMBINING ALL OUR EFFORTS IR PURSLIT OF THIS FUNDAMENTAL GOAL, WE WiLL. BE ABLE TO HEDUCE THE
RISK OF THIS PROCESS STAGNATING OR GOING ADRIFT. WE MUST MOBILIZE Ati. OUR ENERGIES VERY RAPIDLY TO THIS END.

{ SHOULD LIKE TO POINT QUT, FIRST OF ALL, THAT, IN HIS STATEMENT OF 5 FEBRUARY, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE
UNITED NATIONS ANNOUNCED HIS INTENTIOH TO TRAVEL TO THE MIDDLE EAST IN ORDER TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS THERE WITH THE
LEADERS IN THE REGION CONCERNING THE ROLE WHICH THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD PLAY IN ORDER TO GIVE GREATER SUPPORT
TO THE PEACE EFFORTS. WE UNDERSTAND VERY WELL WHY THIS VISIT HAS BEEN POSTPONED AND WE HOPE THAT, AS SIR KIERAN
PRENDERGAST, THE UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS, CONFIRMED TO US YESTERDAY, Korl ANNAH WILL. BE ABLE
TO CARRY OUT THIS MISSION IN THE NEAR FUTURE. | CAN ONLY SUFPORY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S STATEMENT THAT PEACE CAN
BE ATTAINED ONLY THROUGH A SFPIRMT OF CONCILATION THAT WiLL LEAD TO THE RECOGNITION OF THE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS AND NEEDS
OF ALL PARTIES. PRIOR COMMITMENTS MUST BE FULLY RESPECTED AND UNILATERAL ACTS THAT UNDERMINE CONFIDENCE MUST BE
AVOIDED.

| SHOULD ALSD LIKE TO NOTE THAT, IN HIS STATEMENT, IBRA DEGUENE KA, TO WHOM | WISH TO PAY TRIBUTE HERE FOR THE
VERY EFFICIENT WAY [N WHIGH HE DISCHARGES HIS DUTIES AS CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENASILE
RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, VERY RIGHTLY STRESSED THE PURPOSE OF THIS CONFERENGE, WHICH IS TO STRENGTHEN THE
MOBILIZATION OF EURCPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION IN SUPPORT OF THE REVIVAL OF THE PEACE PROCESS ANG RESPECT
FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE.

AS THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF BELGIUM, Emk DERYCKE, SAID DURING THE OPENING MEETING, BELGIUM DEEPLY
REGRETS THAT THE PEACE PROCESS HAS BEEN STALLED FOR HEARLY A YEAR AND BELIEVES THAT IT IS CRUCIAL AND URGENT TO REVIVE
f THROUGH THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE INTERIM ISRAELIFPALESTINIAN AGHEEMENTS, THE DELAYS IN THE
MPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN DULY SIGNED BY THE BARTIES CONTINUE TO POISON THE ATHOSPHERE OF
NEGOTIATIONS. WE CANNOT STRESS OFTEN ENODUGH THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF LAND FOR PEACE |5 THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF A
FUTURE PEACE.

DuENG THIS CONFERENCE, A NUMBER OF SPEAKERS HAVE RIGHTLY REFERRED TO THE CE_.L.EﬁRATION 1IH | 998 OF THE FIFTIETH

ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADOFTION OF THE LINIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUuMAN RIGHTS. THIS FROVIDES AN OCCASION FOR ALl OF US
TO RECALL THIS SOLEMN COMMITMENT, WHICH CONTINUES TO BE OF VITAL SIGNIFICANCE TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE.

41



THE IMPORTANCE WHICH THE EUROPEAN LUNIOH AND BELGIUM ATTACH TO THE LEGITIMATE POLITICAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN
PEOPLE IS WELL KNOWN AND (S BASED ON POSITIONS THAT HAVE BEEN, FOR THE MOST PART, DEVELOFED IN RECENT DECADES,

MOREQVER, T 1S NOT POLITICAL SUPPORT ALONE. INDEED, OUR STEADFAST SUPPORT HAS ALSO BEEN REFLECTED iH A
CONSIDERABLE FINANGIAL iINVESTMENT IN VARIOUS PROGRAMMES OF ASSISTANCE TO THE PALESTINIANS IN ORDER TO HELE THEM TO
ESTABLISH THE NECESSARY STRUCTURES, BUILD A SOLID DEMOCRACY AND ENSURE THEIR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOBMENT, WITH
A VIEW TO ESTABLISHING IN THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES IN THE FUTURE, THE ECONOMIC STABIITY WHICH IS ESSENTIAL TQ POLITICAL
STABIUTY,

DESPITE THIS MAJOR FINANCIAL. EFFORT BY THE EUROPEAN LINION AND ALL TS MEMBER STATES, INCLUDING BELGIUM, IT MUST
BE NOTED THAT THE £CONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION IN THE OCCURIED TERRITORIES MAS UNDERGOMNE A DISTURBING DETERIORATION
1N RECEHT YZARS. THIS IS APPARENT FROM THE MACROEZCONOMIC INDICATORS WHICH ARE AVAILABLE AND FROM A RECENT
COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN LINION.

THis PARADOXICAL REALITY - THE DECLINE OF THE FALESTINIAN ECONOMY DESPITE A SUBSTANTIAL FLOW OF ASSISTANCE -
CAHHOT FAIL TO CAUSE CONCERH,

WE DEEM It URGENT TO RECTIFY THIS DEPLORABLE SITUATION BECAUSE IT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE THAT THE PALESTINIANS S5HOULD
BE FACED WITH A DECLINE IN THEIR STANDARD OF LIVING OF SOME 30 PER GENT SINCE THE SIGHNATURE OF THE OS5L0 AGREEMENTS.

WE BELIEVE THAT THE STALEMATE IN THE PEAGE PROCESS AND THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT OF
INDIVIDUALS ARD GOODS N THE OCCURIED TERRITORIES ARE LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROBLEMS FACED BY THE PALESTINIAN
ECONOMY.

AS YOU DOUBTLESS KNOW, THE EUROPEAN UNION RECENTLY ENTERED INTG A DIALOGUE WITH ISRAEL ON THE PROBLEMS
CONFRONTING THE PALESTINIAN ECONOMY IN ORDER TO EXPLORE WAYS AMD MEANS OF STIMULATING THE PALESTINIAN ECONOMY AND
MINIMIZING THE ADVERSE IMPACT OF THE BORDER CLOSINGS AND OTHER OBSTACLES. WE CAN ONLY EXPRESS OQUR FERVENT MOPE
THAT THESE MEASURES, WHICH IMPLY A MORE ACTIVE ROLE FOR THE UNION IN THE PEACE PROQCESS, WLl HAVE A TANGIBLE iMPACT
OH THE VERY DIFFICULT SITUATION 1N WHICH THE POPLLATION OF THE OGCURIED TERRITORIES FINDS ITSELE AT THE DAWH OF THE
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY.

IN THIS CONNECTION, | SHOULD LIKE TG REFER TO THE STATEMENT OF PRESIDENT ARAFAT. AS HE REMINDED US, IN TWO YEARS'
TIME, WE WILL BE CELEBRATING THE SECOND MILLENNIUM OF THE BINTH OF JESUS CHRIST IN THE PALESTINIAN TOWN OF BETHLEHEM.
A PREPARATORY COMNFERENGE FOR THE BETHLENEM PESTIVITIES WiLL, MOREOVER, BE HELD IN BRUSSELS NEXT APRIL.

| HOPE THAT THE PROSBECT OF THIS ANRIVERSARY WILL BE A POWERFUL STIMULUS FOR EACH OF THE ACTORS INVOLVED N
THE SEARCH FOR A SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND FOR THE PEOPLES OF THE REGION. PEACE, ADMITTEDLY,
REQUIRES SOME SACRIFICES IF THE NECESSARY COMPROMISES ARE TO BE REACHEDR, BUT THE BENEFITS OF PEACE FULLY JUSTIFY
THE CONCESSIONS THAT MUST BE MADE IN ORDER YO ACHIEVE IT.

M. NASSER AL-KIDWA
PERMANENT OBSERVER OF PALESTINE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

IT 15 MY HONOUR, ON BEHALF OF THE PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP, AS WE ARE COMING TO THE CLOSING OF QUR MEETING, TO
GONVEY TO YOU ALL OUR DEEPEST GRATITUDE FOR FARTICIPATING IN THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENCE WE THANK MOST FARTICULARLY
THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT, OUR FRIENDS, FOR HAVING HOSTED THIS CONFERENCE., WE ALSO THANK THE COMMITTEE ON THE
EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND ITS CHaIAMAN, IBRA DEGUENE KA QUITE HATURALLY, WE
THANK THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES AND THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENGE AND WE SHOULD ALSO UUKE TO EXPRESS
OUR GRATITUDE FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION, AZZEDINE LARAKE

OQUR CONFERENCE 15 BEING HELD {N SUPPORT OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEQPLE SO THAT THESE
RIGHTS CAN BE EXERCISED BECAUSE THIS IS THE LYNCHPIN TO THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE MIDDLE EAsT THIS CONFERENCE AS
WAS SO RIGHTLY SAID BY MANY PREVIOUS SPEAKERS, IS5 BEING HELD AT A VERY TIMELY MOMENT BECAUSE THIS IS THE FIFTIETH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE EXPULSION OF THE PALESTINIAN FPEOPLE FROM THEIR LANDS AND THIS 15 THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING
OF THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES, THE AGREEMENTS OF PRINCIPLES . THIS CONFERENCE HAS ENGENDERED IMPORTANT RESULTS
REFLECTING INTERMNATIONAL UNANIMITY, THIS HAS EMPHASIZED THE STRENGTHENING OF THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN BPEORLE AND
THE PRACTICAL EXPRESSION OF THOSE RIGHTS AND THE REVIVAL OF THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE MIDDLE FAST 50 AS TO ENSURE
PROPER RESULTS, SECONDLY AND THIRDLY, THE BASIS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE ROLE OF THE LNITED MATIONS N THE MIDDLE
EAST HAVE BEEN UNDERSCORED. WITHOUT A DOUBT THERE WAS ADDED IMPORTANGE BECAUSE OF THE PRESENCE OF FRESIDENT
YASSER ARAFAT AT THIS CONFERENCE.
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THIS CLEARLY MARKED THE PALESTINIAN POSITION DESPITE THE FEROCIOUS ISRAELI CAMPAIGN TO UNDERMINE ALL, POSITIONS,
A GREAT MANY ORGANIZATIONS AND COUNTRIES HAVE TAKEH PART AND THERE HAS BEEN OFFICIAL PARTICIPATION FROM THE EUROPEAN
PARTHERS IN SOME HUMBERS, WE ARE MOST GRATEFUL TO BELGIUM, IN THE HEART OF EUROPE, FOR PROVIDING THIS VENUE AND
THIS OPPORTUNITY. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONFERENCE HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY CLEAR AND HAS BEEN ENHANCED' BECAUSE
OF MAJOR REGIONAL ORGANIZAJTIONS INVOLVED AND ALSO BECAUSE OF UNITED NATIONS INVOLVEMENT.

THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE WILL CONTINUE (TS ENDEAVOURS TO CHOOSE THE PEACE OPTION IN THE MiDDLE EAST AND REFUSE
ANY MEASURE THAT RUN COUNTER TO THEIR RIGHTFUL ASPIRATIONS. HOW CAN WE IMPLEMENT THE PROVISIONS OF INTERNATIONAL
LAW? 5 ISRAEL GOING TO REMAIN THE SPORED CHILD THAT STAND OUTSIDE THE LAW AND {NDEED APPARENTLY AROVE THE LAW,
INTEANATIONALLY SPEAKING, HAS HOT THE TIME NOW COME FOR ISRAEL TO BE DENIED ALL SORTS OF HELP AND SUPPORT GIVEN WHAY
IS GOING IN THE OCCURIED TERRITORIES AND BE MADE TO WITHDRAW FROM THEM?

IH THE LIGHT OF THE RELEVANT UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS CONCERHNING THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIANS, THIS WORLD
FORUM CAN CONFER PROPER LEGIMMACY. T IS UP TO US TO CONFIRM THAT THE UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS ARE THE LANDMARKS,
ANE THE POINTS OF REFERENCE WITH REGARD TC THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE,
WHO MUST BE ALLOWED TO EXERGISE THEM IN FULL. THE UNITED ARAB WORLD WISHES TO SOUND A NOTE OF WARNING AGAINST ANY
ATTEMPT TO CHANGE OR AMEND INTERNATIONAL HESOLUTIONS ADOFTED IN THE PAST 50 YEARS., THOSE RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS
ARE THE REFERENGE FRAMEWORK FOR THE EXERCISE 8Y THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION AND OTHER INALIENABLE
RIGMTS. ANY SUCH ATTEMET TO CHANGE OR AMEND WOULD IN AND OF ITSELF BE EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. It WOULD BE AN ATTEMPT
IO WIBE OUT HUMAN HISTORY AND TO REWRITE MUMAN MEMORIES. WHAT WE MUST DO N THE MIDDLE EAST 1S TO SEEK TO CONFIRM
PEACE AND TO PUSH PEACE FORWARD.

IN CLOSING, | WISH TO CONVEY GREETINGS TO ALl OF YOU AND TO ANYONE AND ALL THOSE WHO RAISED THEIR VOICES IN
PEAGE AND FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE FALESTINIAN PEOPLE.

{IBRA DEGUENE KA
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE
aF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

WE HAVE COME HERE TO BRUSSELS TO SHARE OUR CONCERHS AND TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON A VERY IMPORTANT SET OF ISSUES
PERTAINING TO THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, ITS LIVING CONDITIONS AND THE RECURRENT PROBLEMS FACED BY THE
MiIpDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS. Wit, REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENTS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL
OROANIZATIONS, WERE DRIVEN BY A STRONG DESIRE TO CONTRIBUTE TO INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS AIMED AT SAVING THE PEACE
PROCESS, ALLEVIATING THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND REALIZING ITS INALIENABLE RIGHTS.

TODAY, WE CONCLUDE THE TWO DAYS OF OUR DELIBERATIONS, ON BEHALF OF THE ORGANIZERS OF THE CONFERENCE N
SUPPORT OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, | WOLILD LIKE TO SAY HOW IMPRESSED WE WERE WITH THE
QUALITY, SERICUSHESS AND OPENNESS OF OUR DELIBERATIONS.

HAVIHG LISTENED TO THE INTERESTING AND VERY INSIGHTFUL PRESENTATIONS MADE BY ALl OF OUR DISTINGUISHED
PARTICIBANTS, THE ORGANIZERS FELT THAT THEY COULD MAKE AN EFFORT TO REFLECT THE GENERAL THRUST OF THE DELIBERATIONS
1N THEIR CONCLUDING REMARKS. | WAS REGUESTED BY THE ORGANIZATION OF THE {SLAMIC CONFERENCE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB
STATES TO PRESENT THESE OBSERVATIONS AT THE CLOSING SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE,

| WOULD UKE ONCE AGAIN TO EXTEND THE MOST SINCERE GRATITUDE OF THE ORGANIZERS TO All. THE PARTICIFPANTS, THE
KEPRESENTATIVES OF DONOR AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS, THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM ORGANIZATIONS, AS WELL AS
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR MAKING THESE TWO DAYS OF WORK PRODUCTIVE AND USEFUL..

ALLOW ME ALSO, ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE FPALESTINIAN PEOPLE,
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 15LaMIC CONFERENCE AND THIEE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES. TO THANK AGAIN THE GOVERNMENT OF BELGIUM,
THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, FOR THE FACILITIES MADE AVAILABLE TO US AND FOR THE SUPPORY PROVIDED FOR THE
CONFERENCE. AND, OF COURSE, | WISH TO THANK THE STAFF OF THE DVISION FOR PALESTINIAN RIGHTS, AS WELL AS OF THE UKITED
NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA, THE UNITED NATIONS INFORMATION CENTRE AND THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME OFFICE
IN BRUSSELS FOR THEIR TIRELESS WORK AND ASSISTANCE TO ‘THE ORGANIZERS.

ALSO ALLOW ME ALSO, IN MY CAPAGITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALJERABLE RIGHTS OF
THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, TO EXPRESS THE COMMITTEE'S GRATITUDE TO THE SECRETARIES-GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE.
ISLAMIC CONFERENGE AND THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES FOR THEIR COUPERATION AND DEDICATED INVOLVEMENT IN ORGANIZING THIS
CONFERENCE, THE REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE WiLl, BE PREPARED BY ITS SECRETARIAT AT UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS iN
NEW YORK.
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VI, CONCLUDING REMARKS OF THE ORGANIZERS

i. THE CONFERENCE IN SUPPORT OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PROPLE, HELD AT BRUSSELS ON 24
AND 25 FEBRUARY | 998, COINCIDED WITH THE PASSAGE OF S50 YEARS SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE DISPOSSESSION OF THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, AS WELL AS 30 YEARS OF THE OCCUPATION OF PALESTINIAN LANDS IN | 67 AND | © YEARS SINGE THE START
OF THE INTIFADAH, THE UPRISING OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AGAINST THE ISRAEL) OCCUPATION. SEFTEMBER | D08 WILL ALSO
MARIC FIVE YEARS SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES ON INTERIM SELF-GOVERNMENT ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGAMIZATION, THE AIM OF THE CONFERENGE WAS TO DRAW THE
WORLD'S ATTENTION TO THE CONTINUING UNJUST AND APPALLING SITUATION FACED BY THE PALESTINIAN PEOFLE, TO THE AGGRAVATING
ZCONOMIC AND SCCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE OGCURIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES AND TO THE THREATS AND DANGERS TO THE
WMOLE REGION RESULTING FROM ISRAPL'S POLICIES, PRACTICES AND MEASURES.

2. THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS, WHICH RAISED GREAT HOPES, HAS COME TO A STALEMATE DUE TO THE NUMEROUS
SETAACKS AND OBSTACLES PLACED BY THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT, ITS NON-COMPLIANCE WiTH INTERNATIONAL LAW, LNITED NATIONS
RESOLUTIONS AND THE AGREEMENTS SIGHED WITH THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION, TS INHUMAN PRACTICES AND MEASURES
VIOLATING THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN FEOPLE AND THE PROVISIONS OF THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION OF
§ D49, THE CONTINUATION OF ITS EXPANSIONIST POLICY OF ILLEGAL SETTLEMENTS, IS ATTEMFTS TO ALTER THE DEMOGRARHIC,
HISTORICAL. AND CULTURAL CHARACTER AHD STATUS OF THE HOLY CITy OF AL-QUDS (JERUSALEM), THE ECONOMIC BLOCKADE OF THE
PALESYINIAN TERRITORY, THUS HAMPERING THE DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE.

3. WHILST THE WORLD 1S CELEBRATING IN | D8 THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF Human
RIGHTS, THOSE OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE CONTINUE TO BE DENIED BY ISRAEL AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE UNITED NAHGNS ARE
BEING VIOLATED WITH IMPUNITY.

4. THE PARTICIPATION IN THE CONFERENCE OF MANY MIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENTAL DELEGATIONS, EMINENT PERSONALITIES
AND REFPRESENTATIVES OF LINITED NATIONS BODIES AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS DEMONSTRATED
THE CONTINUED SUPFORT BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF THE MIopLE EAST PEACE PROCESS, BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF
LAND FOR PEACE AND AIMED AT IMPLEMENTING UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 (1 987), 338 (1973) aND
425 (1978), AT ENABLING THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE TO EXERACISE THEIR INALIENABLE NATIONAL RIGHTS AND AT ACHIEVING A
COMPREHENSIVE, JUST AND LASTING PEAGE IH THE MIDDLE EAST THE CONFERENCE ALSO SHOWED THE DETERMINATION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMURNITY TO INTENSIFY ITS EFFORTS TO SET THE PEAGE PROCESS BDACK ON ALL TRACKS, INCLUDING THE SYRIAN AND
THE LEBANESE ONES. THE ORGANIZERS CALLED UPGN THE PARTIES TO ABIDE BY THEIR CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE
AGREEMENTS REACHED AND TO IMPLEMENT THOSE AGREEMENTS IN A TIMELY MANNER TOWARDS THE REALIZATION OF A FINAL
SETTLEMENT. AT THIS CRITICAL JUHCTURE, THEY ALSO CALLED UFON THE CO-SPONSORS OF THE PEACE PROCESS TO SPARE NGO
EFFORT IN ORADER TO SAVE IT.

5. THE CONFERENCE SHOWED OVERWHELMING SUPPORT FOR THE EXERCISE BY THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE OF THEIR
IHALIENABLE RIGHTS, INCLURING THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THEIR STATE, AND REAFFIRMED THAT
THIS IS A PRIMARY PREREQUISITE FOR THE SUCCESSFUL RESOLUTION OF THE ARAB-ISRAZLI CONFUCT, THE CRUX OF WHICH IS THE
QUESTION OF PALESTINE, THE CONFERENCE UNDERLINED THAT THE ISRAFLI OCCGUPATION OF PALESTINIAN AND ARAS TERRITORIES,
INCLUDING AL-QUDS (JERUSALEM), MUST BE BROUGHT TO AN END WITHOUT DELAY AND MUTUAL RECOGHITION AND PEACEFUL
COEXISTENCE MUST BE GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO FLOURISH,

&, THE ORGANIZERS EMPHASIZED THE PERMANENT RESPONSIBILITY OF THE UNITED NATIONS TOWARDS THE QUESTION OF
PALESTINE TILL IT IS RESOLVED IN ALL ITS ASPECTS IN CONFORMITY WITH RELEVANT UHITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS AND IN ACCORDANCE
WITH INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY AND UNTIL PEACE I3 FINALLY ACHIEVED, THEY EXPRESSED THEIR APPRECIATION FOR THE ROLE THAT
THE UNITED NATIONS HAS BEEN PLAYING IN THIS REGARD. THEY REAFFIRMED THE CRUCIAL IMPORTANGE OF THE RESPECTIVE ROLES
OF THEIR CRGANIZATIONS AND AGREED TO CONTINUE THEIR EFFQRTS WITHIN AND OUTSIDE THE LINITED NATIONS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THEIR RESPECTIVE MANDATES, WITH A VIEW TO ACHIEVING THIS OBJECTIVE. THEY CALLED UPON ALL PARTICIBANTS TO CONTRIBUTE
TO ENHANCE THEIR GOVERNMENTS' AND THE PUBLIC OPINION' AWARENESS TO THE PLIGHT OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND TO THE
NEED TO &NABLE THEM TO EXERCISE THEIR INALIENABLE RIGHTS,

7. THE ORGAMIZERS EXPRESSED THEIR APPRECIATION TO THE MOVEMENT OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES AND THE
ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAR UNITY FOR THEIR CONTINUED ASSISTANGE TO AND UNFLINCHING SUPFORT OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE.
THEY WERE ALSO GRATEFUL TO THE MEMBERS OF THE EUROFEAN UNION FOR THEIR POSIIVE BOSITION AND INVALUABLE ECONOMIC
ASSISTANCE TO THE PALESTINUN PEOPLE. THEY ALSO CALLED UPON THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO PERSIST IN THIS IMPORTANT
ENDEAVOUR.

a8, THE ORGANIZERS WELCOMED THE PARTICIPATION 1N THE CONFERENGE OF YASSER ARAFAT, CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE OF THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION AND PRESIDENT OF THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY. THEY EXPRESSED THEIR
DEEP APPRECIATION FOR MIS SUSTAINED EFFORTS AND WISE LEADERSHIP IN THE QUEST FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF THE QUESTION
OF PALESTINE, AS WELL AS A COMPREHENSIVE, JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

9, THE ORGANIZERS EXFRESSED THEIR DEEP APPRECIATION AND FROFOUND GRATITUDE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BELGIUM

FOR HAVING GIVEN THEM THE OPFORTUNITY TO HOLD THIS CONFERENCE AND TO RAISE THE ABOVE-MENTIONED CONCERNS IN
BRUSSELS, THE HEART OF EURGPE,
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Vii. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

GOVERNMENTS

ALBANIA GRIGOR DHASKALI, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY 1N BELGIUM

ALGERIA MOHAMED LLAMARI, AMBASSADOH TO BELGIUM
AZIEDINE ALLOUN, COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELSIUM

ANGOLA MANUEL VIEIRA DA FONSECA, FIRST SECRETARY
EMBASSY |N BELGIUM

ARGENTINA D. MARIO CAMPORA, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
VICENTE SALAS MarTiNgEZ, FIRST SECRETARY

AUSTRALIA JAANE DRAKE-BROCKMAN, CHARGE D’AFFAIRES
ALEX BROOKING, COUNSELLDR
EMBASSY IN BRUSSELS

AUSTRIA ANDREAS RIECKEN, COUNSELLOR
PERMANENT OBSERVER MISSION OF AUSTRIA TO THE WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION, BRUSSELS
WaLTER GRAHAMMER, MINISTER,
DEPUTY HEAD OF MISSION TO BELGIUM

BANGLADESH KHAIRLIL ANAM, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM, HEAD OF DELEGATION
SYED SHAH MOHAMMAD AL, MINISTER
SHAFIQUL I5LAM
EMBASSY iN BELGIUM

BELARUS ALEKSANDR BAICHOROV
EnvOoY EXTRADRDINARY AND MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY
EMBASSY N BELGIUM

BELGIUM Fizrre Lanouverie, DiRecToR, MIDDLE East DiVISION
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFARS
HeAD OF DELEGATION
WILFRIED GEENS, DIRECTOR
LNITED NATIONS DIVISION, MINISTRY OF FOREIGH AFFAIRS
BoupEwiJN DEREYMAEKER, COUNSELLOR
MINISTRY OF FOREIGHK AFFAIRS

BENIN ABOUDCU SALIOU, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
OcounJoB SiKIROU, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
Hinvt EULOGE, MIHISTER COUNSELLOR

Bouvia MRr. HMoracio BazoperRY, MINISTER COUNSELLOR,
CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, A,
EMBASSY tH BELGIUM

BRAZIL. WASHINGTON LS PEREIRA DE Sousa, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
MR. JORGE KARL DE SA EarP, FIRST SECRETARY
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

BrRUNEL DARUSSALAM DaTo KassiM DAUD, AMBASSADOR TC BELGIUM
NORAZUINAH |BRAHIM, SECOND SEGRETARY

BuRunni LEONIDAS NDORICIMPA, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
CAMEZROON [sanELLE BASSOHG, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

fya TIDJANE, MinisTER COUNSELLOR
NpJobo CASIMIR, CULTURAL, COUNSELLOR
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CANADA

Cape VERDE

CHILE

CHINA

CoLoMBlA

CROATIA

Cusa

CYPRUS

CrecH Repuslic

DENMARK

Ecuabor

ETHIOPIA

Fin

FINLAKD

GEORGES BECHARD, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
EMpassy IN BELGIUM

Jose Lus ROCHA, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
HezncuLEs CRUZ, CHARGE b'AFFAIRS
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

HuGO CuBILLOS BRAVO, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
CaARLOS PARKER, SENIOR ADVISER, MINISTAY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

WU JIURONG, COUNSELLOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
ASIAN-AFRICAN ISSUES, MINISTRY O FOREIGH AFFAIRS

Yoo MING, STAFF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ASIAN-AFRICAN ISSUES
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

ZHANG JINZIANG, FIRST SECRETARY

EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

CanLos LEMOS SIMMONDS, VICE PRESIDENT OF COLOMEA

JOSE ANTONIO VARGAS LLERAS, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

DigGgo CARDOKA €., MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY, EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

DIEGO ZULETA LILERAS, ADVISER TO THE VICE PRESIDENT

LIBUTENANT COMMANDER REYNALDO ESPINOSA H., AIDE-DE-CAMP TO THE VICE PRESIDENT
MauRICIO AviLa RODRIGUEZ, FIRST SECRETARY, EMBASSY N BELGIUM

GEORGES ATTAL, COUNSELLOR

PlERmrE CREYSSOH, ATTACHE

ANNE FLONNEAU, ATTACHE

SANDAA SEKULIC, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BeiLGILUM

RENE JUAN MuJica CANTELAR, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
FRANCISCO ALFORSO LEDESMA, COMMERCIAL AND
EconoMic COUNSELLOR, EMBASSY N BELGIUM

SiLvia BLanca NoGaLes, THIRD SECRETARY

LoiPA SANGHEZ LORENZO, THIRD SECRETARY

CHRISTODOULOS PASIARDIS, DIRECTOR

DiviSIoN OF PoLimicaL AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

JAMES DROUSHIOTS, COUNSELLOR

DePUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CYPRUS TO THE UNITED NATIONS

RiCHARD HuK, FIRST SECRETARY
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

KresteN DUE, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

MENTOR VILLAGOMEZ, MiINISTER
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

Mounir ZAHRAN, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF EGYFT TO THE
UniTED NATIONS QFFICE AT GENEVA

RAOUF SaAD, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

KHALED YOUSSEF, SECOND SECRETARY

EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

MOHAMED ABDELLAM, CHAIRMAN, FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMMTTEE

PETER GABRIEL RoOBLEH

AMBASSADOR TO THE BENELUX COUNTRIES AND THE EUROPEAN UNION
ASSEFA DEUL, SECOND SECRETARY

Mission TO THE BENELUX COUNTRIES AND THE EUROPEAN UNIOH

KALIOPATE TAVOLA, AAMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

EFRO AlLIO, SECOND SECRETARY
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FrRAKCE ANNE ViDAL OE LA BLACHE, SECOND COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY N BELGIUM ]
JEAN HANNOYER, NORTH Arrica-MipoLk EAST DivISION
MiNIsTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

GAMBIA C. A. TouraY, COUNSELLOR
EMBasSY iN BELGIUM
SALIMATTA E. Toumay, FIRST SECRETARY
EMBASSY N BELGIUM

GEORGIA KARMABER GOGOLASHVIL, COUNSELLOR
EMBAssY 1IN BELOIUM

GERAMANY HARRO ADT, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
GOTTFRIED NAAGEL, COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY (N BELOIUM

GHANA Jacos BOTwE WILMOT, AMBASSADOR AND
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TG THE UNITED NATIONS
HEAD OF DELEGATION
ROBERT TACHIE-MENSON, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

GREZCE PoLYxENI PETROPCULOU, FIRST SECRETARY
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

GUYANA Haveiroek BREWSTER, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
GEORGE HALLAD, SPECIAL ENVOY TO THE MIDOLE EAST

HUNGARY Baihzs BOKOR, AMBASSADOR,
DepuTy DIRECTOR GENERAL, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

INDIA YOGENDRA KUMAR, MINISTER
S, BAGCH!, SECOND SECRETARY
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

INDONESIA 1.G.N.K. SUMANTERA, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
ALl MARGONO, MinisTER COUNSELLOR
JOHN PAREIRA, POLITICAL AFFAIRS STAFF
AJt IFSAN ADIL, POLITICAL AFFAIRS STAFF

AN (ISLAMIC REPUBILIC OF) HAMID ABOUTALEB|, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
Hamid ESLAMIZAD, THiRD COUNSELLOR
MasouD GHaARANFOLL, FIRST SECRETARY

IRAG TARIK M. YAHYA, CHARGE D'AFFAIRES
HusseIn ABID Bagur, THIRD SECRETARY
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

IRELAND Jim CarRoLL, DEPUTY REGIONAL DIRECTOR
MiDDLE EAST
ISHAEL. AMIRA DOTAN, SPOKESPERSON

EMBASSY 1N BELGIUM

FraLy Dieco BRasiour, COUNSELLOR
DeruTY HEAD OF THE MIDDLE EAST DEPARTMENT OF THE
MinisTRY OF FOREIGHN AFFAIRS

JAPAN Kensuke SENTA, FIRST SECRETARY
MISSION TO THE EUROPEAN UNION
Kol ABE, FIRST SECRETARY
EMBASSY N BELGIUM
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JORDAN

KAZAKMSTAN

Kuwarr

LEBANON

LESOTHO

Liava

Matawi

MALAYSIA

Mau

MALTA

MAURIYANIA

Maurmos

Moaco

Morocco

Mozamsigue

Namigia

NePaL

latrarizd BaDRAN

DEBARTMENT OF PALESTINIAN APFAIRS, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AfFaIRS
UMayya S. TOUKAR, AMBASSADOR 1O BELGIUM AND THE EUROPEAN UNION
Sa’eEd RapaipeH, THIRD SECRETARY

EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

ABTYNBEK YEGIZBAYEV, FIRST SECRETARY
EMBASSY 1N BELGIUM

AHMAD AL-EBRAMIM, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
HEAD OF DELEGATION

WaLzep AL-KAMDARI, FIRST SECRETARY

MuTEs AL-MUTOTEH, THIRD SECRETARY
EMBASSY 1IN BELGIUM

Gints APaLs, FIRST SECRETARY

JIHAD MORTADA, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

HASSAN Al AkAR, COUNSELLOR

IsHAYa EL-KHOURI, COUNSELLOR

RETSELISITSOE VICTOR LECHESA, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
PoTLaKo P, NZIMA-NTSEKHE, COUNSELLOR

MASINGOARENG MOTANYANE

HaMED AnMeo EL Houber)

SECRETARY OF THE ARAE LiBraN PEOPLE’'S BUREAU TO THE BENELUKX COUNTRIES

CHIZF OF THE MISSION TO THE EunoPEad UNION
AMBASSADOR TO THE EUROPEAN LINION

J. N, MPHANDE

AMBASSADOR TO THE EUROPEAN UNION
M. M, 2 Niolwa, COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

DATO RENJI SATHIAH, AMBASSADOR 7O BELGIUM
HEAD OF DELEGATION

AZMIL ZAABIDI, SECOND SECRETARY

EmMBASSY 1N BELGIUM

N'Tu LAICO TRAORE, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

VICTOR CAMILLERI AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

AND THE EURGPEAN COMMUNITIES

MarLENE Bounici, FIRST SECRETARY

Boutian CULD MOGUEYE, AMBASSADOR TO BELGILM

Parrwiz CAssiM HOSSEN, AMBASSADOR TO BELOGIUM

MANUEL ARMENDARIZ, AMBASSABOR TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
Raraz, CEAVANTES, MINISTER

EDUARDO MENACHE, SECOND SECRETARY

RACHAD BounLaL

SERGIO BALOH, SECOHD SECRETARY
EmMaassy v BRUSSELS

ZepEKIA J. NGAVIRUE
EMBASSY N BELGIUM

Kepar BHAKTA, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
MADHAVUI SHRESTHA, MINISTER COLNSELLOR
EMBASSY 1N BELGIUM



NETHERLANDS

NICARAGUA

NIGER

OMan

PAKISTAN

PARAGUAY

Peru

FPHILIPPINES

FPoLak

PORTUGAL.

QATAR

ROMANIA

RuUsSsIAN FEBDERATION

SAUDE ARABIA

SENEGAL

SLOVAKIA

SLOVENIA

BUoOET FRANCISCUS GIUSBERTAS

NoHELA PEREZ QUINTANA, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

HOUSSEINI ABDOU-SALEYE, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
BAZINDRE ALMOUMINE, COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY I BELGIUM

MOHAMMED BIN SULTAN AL-BUSAIDI, AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE

RIAZ MOHAMMAD KHAN, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
HEAD OF DELEGATION

Svyep Hasan JAVED, COUNSELLOR

EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

MANUEL CACARES, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
{ouURDES Rivas, FiIRsT SECRETARY

EMBASSY N BELGIUM

ALVARG GANOZA, FIRST SECRETARY
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

Euzageti P, BUENSUCESO, MiNISTER COUNSELLOR
CHARGE O'AFFAIRES, A |., EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

JaN WouJciECH PIEKARSKL, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

FATIMA PERESTAELLO, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY 1IN BELGIUM

ALl SULTAN ALZAMAN, DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTHENT OF ORGANIZATIONS,
CONFERENCES AND INTERNATIONAL ACCORDS, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

NASSER ALAKHALIFA, AMBASSADOR TO THE UHITED NATIONS
MOHAMED AL-HAYIKI, CHARGE D'AFFAIRES
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

Mikal STEFAN STUPARU, DIRECTOR FOR MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

MIKISTRY OF FOREIGHN AFFAIRS

RAZVAN VICTOR RUSU, ASSISTANT ATTACHE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

CORNELIV IORGULESCL, COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

ALEXANDER SHEN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE
MipDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA DEPARTMENT
MIHISTRY OF FOREIGH AFFAIRS

MASSIR ALASSAF, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
OsaMa AL-DoHaR, FIRST SECRETARY
MoHAMMED MADANI, FIRST SECRETARY

Mo HAMMAD-FLAJAI BARAKAT, RESEARCHER
EMBASSY IH BELGIUM

CHERIF YOUROUSS DiaTE, AMBASSADOR

DIRECTOR OF THE CABINET OF THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SALOUM KANDE, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

ELENA LETKOVA, COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELGHIM

Jasa ZLoaEc-LUKIC, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

Mr. DUBRAVEKA SERORANJA, COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM
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SOUTH AFRICA

Span

SRl Larka

SubaN

SWEDEN

SyRiA ARAS REPUBLIC

THAILAND

THE FORMER YUGOSLAY
RepPUBLIC OF MACEDOHIA

TUNISIA

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

TurRkeY

UIKRAINE

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

UNITED KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND

Unrree ReEPUBLIC
OF TANZANIA

L. N Sisull), DeERUTY MINISTER G HOME AFFAIRS
FRANGOIS HUGOD, ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY
ScHoEMaN Du PLESSIS, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

JOSE MIGUEL MURG MARTINEZ, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

C. F. CHINNIAH, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

GALAL. H. ATABANI, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

Nixt.AS KEBSON, SECOND SECHETARY
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

HANI HASEER, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
Apia KHANI, MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY
ZOUHEIR JABBOUR, COUNSELLOR

PENPRAPA VONGKOVIT, FIRST SECRETARY
PicHr BoOoNsSUD, SECOND SECRETARY
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

DUSAN STOuANDOV, MINISTER COUNSELLOR
MISSION TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES
ZORAN STOJCEVSKE, THIRD SECRETARY

SADOK FAYALA, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN ARFAIRS
TAHAR SI0UD, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM
MOHAMED FawzZ: BLouT, COUNSELLDR

J. ANDRE LAVEAU, SECOND SECRETARY
EMBASSY 1N BELGIUM

Faruk LOGoGLY, DEPUTY UNDER-SECHETARY FOR FOLITICAL AFFAIRS
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SerMET ULKER, FIRST SECRETARY

BESTE PEHLIVAN, ATTACHE

HeERNADIY U, UDOVENKO, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Head oF DELEGATION

VALER! KUCHINSKY, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF INTERHATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
MiNISTRY OF FOREBIGN AFFAIRS

BokYs TARASYUK, AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM

SERHIY KYSLYTSYA, FIRST SECRETARY, EMBASSY IN BELGIUM

Dina MARTINA, THIRD SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF FOREIGH AFFAIRS

MR. OLEXANDR TYMOSHENKO, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN APFAIRS

AHMAD MarMOuD GHAITH ALHosant, DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF ARAB HOMELAND, MINISTRY OF FOREIGH AFFAIRS
HeADd OF DELEGATION

Yousur AL-HAssaN, COUNSELLOR

DePARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS AND STUDIES

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SA0eR NASSER ALRAISI, FIRST SECRETARY, EMBASSY 10 BELGIUM
HASSAH AriMAD AL"SHEHI, FIRST SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT OF ARAB HOMELAND, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

EDWARD GLOVER, DEpUtY HEAD OF MISSION
EMBASSY 1IN BELGIHIM

HeELEN Karumaa, FIRST SECRETARY
EMBASSY IN BELGIUM
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UNrrEs States Wiiiam R, REQAN .
OF AMERICA FinsT SECRETARY OF THE MISSION TO THE EUROPEAN UNION

Unuoatsay - ALIGIA PLATA, FIRST SECRETARY
MISSION TO THE EurapEan COMMUNITIES

VENEIUZLA ARTURO BeaTi CuprELLAa, COUNSELLOR
EMBASSY N BELOIUM

vier Nam HuYNH Ann Dzuno
AMBASSADOR TO THE EURDPEAN COMMUNITIES

YEMEN GAZEM ABDUL KHALEQ ALAGHBARI
AMBASSADOR TO BeLGIUM
ALl ZORKOT, SECRETARY

2MaABWE SIMBARASHE S. MUMBENGEGW!
AMBASSADOR TO THE EUROPEAN UNION
JOMATHAN WUTAWUNASHE, DEFUTY HEAD OF MISSION
HGNATIUS KaMBA, COUNHSELLOR

PALESTINE MR, YASSER ARAFAT
CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
PALESTINE LIBERATION CHGANIZATION
ARD PRESIDENT OF THEE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY

FAROUK KADDROUME
MeaD OF THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT
oF THE PALESTINE LiBERATION ORGANIZATION

NaABERL SHAATH
MINISTER FOR PLANKING AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
OF THE PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY

Marwan KANAFAN]
ApvisERr

NaBitL. ABu RUDZINEH
ADVISER

CrHawrs ARMALI
GENERAL DELEGATE OF PALESTINE TO BELGIUM

HisSHAM EL-FARRA
ECONOMIC ABVISOR
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY

Farei EL MOHOR
Deeury DIRECTOR
GENERAL DELEGATION OF PALESTINE TO BELGIUM

ANMAD ABDELRAZEK
DEpUTY GERERAL DELEGATE TO FRANCE

TADROS NOHA
PoumicaL DEPARTMENT

KHELLEF YASSER
PouTicaL DEPARTMENT
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Sk KiIPRAN PRENDERGAST
UnpER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR POUTICAL AFFAINRS

IBRA DeEGUENE Ka
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF SENEGAL TO THE UNITED NATIONS
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE

BrUNO £, RODRIGUEZ PARRILLA
PERMARENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CuBA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
Vice-CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE

RavaMd FARHAD)

PERMANENT REFRESENTATIVE OF AFGHANISTAN TO THE UNITED NATIONS
Vice-CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE

GEORGE SALIBA

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF MALTA TO THE UNITED MNATIONS
RAPPORTEUR OF THE COMMITTEE

M. NassER AL-KIDWA
PERMANENT OBSERVER OF PALESTINE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

8] ATION OF THE ANIZA OF is| ONFERENCGE
AZIFDINE LARAK)
SECRETARY-GERERAL.

ABDULATIZ ABOUGHGOSH
ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL.

Bousou Nianc
DeEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE CABINET

AHMED TAZI
ADVISER TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

NurebbiNg MEZNI
ADVISER TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

BiLaL Sasso
AL-QUDS AND PALESTINE DEPARTMENT
GATS OF 11 GLIE OF ARaB S 5

ARMED ESMAT Aot MEGUID
SECRETARY-GENERAL.

SAID KAamAL
ASSISTANT SECHETARY-GENERAL FO#t PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS
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BraMid BEN BARKA
HEAD OF THE MissioN, BRUSSELS

Saveo TORBEY
CHARGE ' AFFAIRES
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE

DuaNET EL-MOKRANI
PRESS AND INFORMATION

EMINENT PERSONS

ArMAD MOHAMMED ALl
PRESIDENT, ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK

SMULAMIT ALONI
MeReTZ PARTY
FORMER MINISTER OF EDUCATION OF ISRAEL

Hanry G. BARNES, JR.

DIRECTOR

CONFLIGCT RESOLUTION AND HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAMS
TE CARTER CENTER

MICHAEL HINDLEY
MEMBER OF THE EUROFPEAN PARLIAMENT
AND CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION FOR Euro-ARAB COOPERATION

NABIL. SHAATH
MINISTER OF PLANNING AND IHTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
PaALESTIHIAN AUTHORITY

MR, HENRY SIEGMAN
DirecToR, UNITED STATES/MIGDLE EAST PROJECT AND SENOR FELLOW
COUNCIL. ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

=] A CIES AN

GENERAL ASSEMBLY HENHADIY 1. UpOVENKO, PRESIDENT
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

MINISTER FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS OF UKRAINE

FOOoD AND AGRICULTURE
ORGANIZATION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS

INTERNATIONAL. FUND FOR
AGRICULTURAL. DEVELOPMENT

LIMITED NATIONS
DEvELOPMENT PROGRAMME

UnITeED NATIONS
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

URITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
ORGANHIZATION

M. R. b MONTALEMBERT

DirecTOR, LINSON OFFICE, BRUSSELS
A. MATTON

Lisson OrFicER, BRUSSELS

MOKAMME HasSSANI

DiaNA MOLE, ASSISTANT TO THE [DIRECTOR

LLAURENT PIERANDREI, ADVISER

MakiaM GERGES
REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR WEST ASIA

DANIEL JAHIGOT

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL FOR THE DIRECTORATE

Q. MassalHA, DIRECTOR

COORDINATION UNIT FOR ACTION 1IN FAVOUR OF THE

PaLESTINIAN PEOPLE
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UNITED NATIONS
POPULATION FUND

OrFCE oF THE UNITED Nanons
HiN COMMISSIONER FOR
REFUGEES

WorLd Foobd PROGRAMME

WoRLD HitalTH ORGANIZATION

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

EurapPEaN LINION

IsLAMIC DEVELDOMPMENT BANK

OHGANIZATION OF
Araican UNiry

ANNE-MARIE LI1ZIN
SEHATQR
BEiLiUM

HaNNU HALINEN
AMBASSADOR
FinnisH EMBASSY
Bralm

Luc SEVENHANS
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
BELGIUM

AL-SHARG AL-AWSAY
L.ONDON

MoHAMMED MAZOUZ
UNFPA Guosal PROGRAMME, BRUSSELS
OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

AnpeELHamb Ei. Quau
SENIOR LEGAL ADVISER

GuIsERPE LuaaTn
SeMor LIAsSoN Orrcer

DR, ANDRE PROST
HzAD OF MISSION
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL,

KARIN JOHANSSON
Desk Orrmcer
WesT BanK anb Gaza StrRip

MARYEM VAN DEN HEUVEL
IsABEL CANDELA

DieGo og CurDA
GARANCE WATTEZ

CHRIS INNES-HOPKINS

Pourmcal ADVISER TO THE EURQGPEAN UNION SPEGIAL ENVOY TO THE

MiopLe EastT Peace PRocEss
MansOUR FETEN

CHIEF

CHigr OppraTions Division (i

MoraMoup Aapl Dasr
Desury DiIRECTOR OF THE OAU OFmicE, BELGium

GO ops S

AFRO-ASIAN PEOPLES' SOUDARITY ORGANIZATION

CAIRO
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ARAB LAWYERS UnioN
CAIRG

Aras ORGANIZATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
CAIRO

ASIAN COORBINATING COMMITTEE FOR NGOS ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE
New DELH

ASSOCIATION LUXEMBOURGEOISE POUR LES NATIONS UNIES
LUXEMBOURG

BELGIAN-PALESTINIAN ASSOCIATION
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM

B ANCE

COMITE LUXEMBOURGECIS DE SOUTIEN AU PEUPLE PALESTINIEN
LUXEMBOURG

COMITE DE VIGILANGE POUR UNE PAIX REELLE AU PROCHE-ORIENT

COUNCIL FOR THE ADVANRCEMENT OF ARAB-BRITISH UNDERSTANDING
LONDON

ENFANTS-REFUGIES DU MONDE
MONTREUL

EURO-PALESTINIAN ECONOMIC AND CONSULTANCY UNIT
BRUSSELS

FRENCH PLATFORM FOR PALESTINE
PaRris

GESELLSCHAFTSANALYSE UND POUTISCHE BILDUNG E.V.
BERLIN

GREEK COMMITTEE FOR INTERNATIONAL DEMOCRATIC SOUDARITY
ATHENS

(MEMBER OF EUROPEAN COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR NGOS ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE)

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH PEACE UNION
Panis

PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION FOR EURO-ARAB COOPERATION
BHRUSSELS

INTERMATIONAL PROGRESS ORGANIZATION
VIENNA

INTERNATIOHAL UNION OF FAMILY ORGANIZATIONS
CURITIBA-PARANA-BRATIL

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION

LAW - THE PALESTINIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
SHUFAY, JERUSALEM

LUTFIA RaBBANI FOUNDATION
THE HaGuE., NETHERLANDS

MEeDICAL AID FOR PALESTINIARS
LLONDON

MEDBICO INTERNATIONAL
OBERURSEL, GERMANY
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NADEM
HANNOVER, GERMANY

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT
BRUSSELS

NORTH AMERICAK COORDINATING COMMITTEE For NGOS ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE
MADISON, NEW JERSEY, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

NORTH-SOUTH XXI
GENEVA

Oxpas SOLIDARITE
BRUSSELS

PaL#sTINE COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE
RAMALLAHJERUSALEM

Pax CHRISTI INTERNATIONAL,
BRUSSELS

POLLEN

PORTUGUESE COUNCIL FOR PEACE AND COOPERATION
LisBoN

RADIO AL MANAR
BRUSSELS

RADIO ORIENT
PARIS

SAVE THE CHILDREN FunD (UK)
LOHDON

SocieETY FOR AUSTRO-ARAB RELATIONS
VIENNA

SpaNISH NGO COMMITTEE ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE (IEPALA)
MADRID

UNA-BELGIUM

UNION OF INTERNATIONAL, ASSOCIATIONS
BrRusseLs

UNITED TOWRS OARGANIZATION
PaARIS

VLAAMS PALESTINA KOMITEE
BRUSSELS

WorLD ALLIANCE OF YMCAS
GENEVA

WoRrLD MustiM CONGRESS
ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN

WoRLD VISION
BRUSSELS

WoaLn YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
GENEVA
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