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1 :10  P .M. (Loca l)
PRESIDENT OBAMA:  Thank you very much.  Good  afternoon.  I am honored  to be in the timeless city of Cairo, and  to be hosted  by two remarkab le
institutions.  For over a  thousand  years, Al-Azhar has stood  as a  beacon of Islamic learning; and  for over a  century, Ca iro University has been a  source
of Egyp t's advancement.  And  together, you rep resent the harmony between trad ition and  p rogress.  I'm grateful for your hosp ita lity, and  the hosp ita lity
of the peop le of Egyp t.  And  I'm a lso p roud  to carry with me the goodwill of the American peop le, and  a  greeting of peace from Muslim communities in
my country:  Assa laamu a laykum. (App lause.)
/...
The second  major source of tension that we need  to d iscuss is the situation between Israelis, Pa lestinians and  the Arab  world .
America 's strong bonds with Israel are well known.  This bond  is unbreakab le.  It is based  upon cultura l and  historica l ties, and  the recognition that the
asp iration for a  Jewish homeland  is rooted  in a  tragic history that cannot be denied .
Around  the world , the Jewish peop le were persecuted  for centuries, and  anti-Semitism in Europe culminated  in an unprecedented
Holocaust.  Tomorrow, I will visit Buchenwald , which was part of a  network of camps where Jews were enslaved , tortured , shot and  gassed  to death by
the Third  Reich.  Six million Jews were killed  -- more than the entire  Jewish population of Israel today.  Denying that fact is baseless, it is ignorant, and
it is hateful.  Threatening Israel with destruction -- or repeating vile  stereotypes about Jews -- is deep ly wrong, and  only serves to evoke in the minds
of Israelis this most pa inful of memories while  p reventing the peace that the peop le of this region deserve.
On the other hand , it is a lso undeniab le that the Pa lestinian peop le -- Muslims and  Christians -- have suffered  in pursuit of a  homeland .  For more than
60  years they've endured  the pa in of d islocation.  Many wait in refugee camps in the West Bank, Gaza, and  neighboring lands for a  life  of peace and
security that they have never been ab le to lead .  They endure the da ily humilia tions -- large and  small -- that come with occupation.  So let there be no
doubt:  The situation for the Pa lestinian peop le is intolerab le.  And  America  will not turn our backs on the legitimate Pa lestinian asp iration for d ignity,
opportunity, and  a  state of their own.  (App lause.)
For decades then, there has been a  sta lemate:  two peop les with legitimate asp irations, each with a  pa inful history that makes compromise e lusive.  It's
easy to point fingers -- for Pa lestinians to point to the d isp lacement b rought about by Israel's found ing, and  for Israelis to point to the constant hostility
and  attacks throughout its history from within its borders as well as beyond .  But if we see this conflict only from one side or the other, then we will be
b lind  to the truth:  The only resolution is for the asp irations of both sides to be met through two states, where Israelis and  Pa lestinians each live in peace
and  security.  (App lause.)
That is in Israel's interest, Pa lestine 's interest, America 's interest, and  the world 's interest.  And  that is why I intend  to personally pursue this outcome
with a ll the patience and  ded ication that the task requires.  (App lause.)  The ob ligations -- the ob ligations that the parties have agreed  to under the
road  map  are clear.  For peace to come, it is time for them -- and  a ll of us -- to live up  to our responsib ilities.
Pa lestinians must abandon violence.  Resistance through violence and  killing is wrong and  it does not succeed .  For centuries, b lack peop le in America
suffered  the lash of the whip  as slaves and  the humilia tion of segregation.  But it was not violence that won full and  equal rights.  It was a  peaceful and
determined  insistence upon the idea ls at the center of America 's found ing.  This same story can be told  by peop le from South Africa  to South Asia ; from
Eastern Europe to Indonesia .  It's a  story with a  simp le truth:  that violence is a  dead  end .  It is a  sign neither of courage nor power to shoot rockets at
sleep ing child ren, or to b low up  old  women on a  bus.  That's not how moral authority is cla imed ; that's how it is surrendered .
Now is the time for Pa lestinians to focus on what they can build .  The Pa lestinian Authority must develop  its capacity to govern, with institutions that
serve the needs of its peop le. Hamas does have support among some Pa lestinians, but they a lso have to recognize they have responsib ilities.  To p lay a
role  in fulfilling Pa lestinian asp irations, to unify the Pa lestinian peop le, Hamas must put an end  to violence, recognize past agreements, recognize
Israel's right to exist.
At the same time, Israelis must acknowledge that just as Israel's right to exist cannot be denied , neither can Pa lestine 's.  The United  States does not
accep t the legitimacy of continued  Israeli settlements.  (App lause.)  This construction violates p revious agreements and  undermines efforts to achieve
peace.  It is time for these settlements to stop .  (App lause.)
And  Israel must a lso live up  to its ob ligation to ensure that Pa lestinians can live and  work and  develop  their society.  Just as it devastates Pa lestinian
families, the continuing humanitarian crisis in Gaza does not serve Israel's security; neither does the continuing lack of opportunity in the West Bank.
Progress in the da ily lives of the Pa lestinian peop le must be a  critica l part of a  road  to peace, and  Israel must take concrete steps to enab le such
progress.
And  fina lly, the Arab  states must recognize that the Arab  Peace Initia tive was an important beginning, but not the end  of their responsib ilities.  The
Arab-Israeli conflict should  no longer be used  to d istract the peop le of Arab  nations from other p rob lems.  Instead , it must be a  cause for action to help
the Pa lestinian peop le develop  the institutions that will susta in their state, to recognize Israel's legitimacy, and  to choose p rogress over a  se lf-defeating
focus on the past.
America  will a lign our policies with those who pursue peace, and  we will say in pub lic what we say in p rivate to Israelis and  Pa lestinians and
Arabs.  (App lause.)  We cannot impose peace.  But p rivate ly, many Muslims recognize that Israel will not go away.  Likewise, many Israelis recognize the
need  for a  Pa lestinian state.  It is time for us to act on what everyone knows to be true.
Too many tears have been shed .  Too much b lood  has been shed .  All of us have a  responsib ility to work for the day when the mothers of Israelis and
Palestinians can see their child ren grow up  without fear; when the Holy Land  of the three great fa iths is the p lace of peace that God  intended  it to be;
when Jerusa lem is a  secure and  lasting home for Jews and  Christians and  Muslims, and  a  p lace for a ll of the child ren of Abraham to mingle peacefully
together as in the story of Isra  -- (app lause) -- as in the story of Isra , when Moses, Jesus, and  Mohammed, peace be upon them, joined  in
p rayer.  (App lause.)



/...
END        
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