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cnalitinli: 1 call the meeting to order,

the agenda for today's meeting contains three points:
adoption of the agendc, public hearing of Dr. Welzménn, public
hearing of represuntatives of the Jewish agency. 1 think we
can adopt this agenda. adopted.

Wwill you, Dr. welzmann, come up on the plctiorm,
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{Dr, chaim .eizmann took a seat at the teoble),

Dr. welelwahN: Mr, Chairman and gentlemen: 1 am greteful
for the opportunity to speak before you on the ideals and prin-
ciples whicgh underly the movement und the work in this country
which y@u have come to examine., i may be forgiven if 1 am
somewhat *slow, Iy sight is impaired anc I have to refer to

the document, and it is of necessity, g sowmewvhat slow and
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disagreesble process.

1 was privileged to be amongst the group of people which
ne_otiated with the statesmen, during the First world ﬂar,
more or less from the period of 1915 .until 1918, and subsequent
years, on t..a issuance of the bu%ﬁﬁhr peclarction., I was
particularly associated with hr. balfour who wes, together with
the rrime Minister, hr. Lloyd George, instrunental in giving
effect to this Declaration, wund so.Iam perhaps sonewhat cou-
petent to speak of the meaning of thebalfour Leclaration which
is, I understénd, a2 matter of considercble heart-searching and
controversy. I «lso would like to say that I stood at the centre
of the activities which followed after the publication of the
Declaration, «nd subsequently after the drafting of the liandate,
until quite recently. and even now, although I nold no ofrice,
and 1 speak on my own behalf in my privete capacity, I believe
I know more or less what the Jewish people think of the position,
and I believe I understand tvhe mind of the british Government -
at least I huve been trying to do so for all of my life. There-
fore, without trying to be in any way boastful, I would like to
submit to you, Sir, und to you, Gentlemen, that I speak as a
result cf a lengthy period of experience of trial end error, of
mistekes, heving suffered and paicd for these mistakes.

I should like to begin my statement ~ ana I do so from the
bottom of my heart - by expressing in the presence of you gentle-
men wnd of‘%he public sitting here my sincerest gratitude to the
handatg;y tower, to Great Britain, for having inaugursted this
policy and for having, throughout many yecrs, tried to go along
with us in the implementation of this policy. There is no question,
whatever may be the position todey, thet if we see today a great
end iateresting and thriving community in Falestine, it would not

~ have been possible without irst of all the conquest of relestine
:

}, by the British army «nd the rule of Grgaon britain. in this country.
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and that is o sincere tribute‘of gratitude, Qhatayer else may
Have happened since, I'cohsider that whet is‘going on now - the
deterioration of the relations between us end Great Briﬁain,
which, together with a great meny~Jews, ] deplore, i3 merely &
temporary thing which, in the light of the historic perspective
in the pest, is an unpleasant intermezzo.

although the initiative of the buliour beclaration came
primarily from Great britain, it is common knowledge that Great
britain hed at the time the support of the Allied and ossociated
powers of Frence, of ltaly, and, akove 2ll, of the United States
of nmerice; and subsequently the lencate and the Balfour veclara-
tion wnd the whole of the talestinian ilegime were, so to .spezk,
& child of the weague of Nhations, end Great britain was a trustes
on behali of the teague., Lt had to account Tfor its actions annualk
to the rermanent mendates Commission of the League. The fermanent
lhendates Commission was to drew up an annual report, wnd this
report was to be submitted to the League assembly, which took -
the opportunity of expressing its approvel or disepproval, wholly
or paftially, of the stewardship of the british administration
in Falcstine. It went on like that for almost a quarter of a 'f;
century, until the year 1939, until the publication of the Whi
Fuper which interrupted this work und which broke our existing
relationship with the british Govérnment, with the administration
.of F.lestine, very mﬁch to the regret o?_all the well-wishers off -
tulestine. The iast act of the fiﬁmdﬁéﬁt landetes Commission of :
the weague of Nations in 1939 was to declare the White ltaper in-
competible with»the spirit of the Mandezte os it was interpreted
ell this tiﬁe, #n. thet was bj o majorivy, I think the unanimous. -
opinion of the nembers of the termanent liendates Commission., =« ‘
majority of\phe terimanent landetes Commission said that~the‘hhite .
faper was nol compatible with the lonaate, and here the metter

was left because war broke out and all systematic work and the

— ' _ O /League
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Leugue itself disappeared‘in the vortex of blood und sorrow. 4‘
; The Mandate, in my humble oginipn, had two main purposes, ‘
Miecandih s e ;
and perhaps I will be pednitted before I enter upon the subject

. S SR

to say & word about the motives which have moved Gre. t Britain,
.nd perhaps same other friends of both Great Britain and of the
Jewish people, at thet time to issue the Belfour Dgclaration.
I know that a great deal of - if I may be permitted, for lack
‘of a better pariiamentary expression, to use.the word - nonsense
is being spoken about it, nnd perheps this is the time ana tle
place to put it right, at eny rate on behalf of one who, I think,
was closely connected for many years with this period of Jewish
and internctionel history. .
Like cvery human deed, the Balfour Ueclaration had two
itain motives., LThere was no question but that it had an. ideal
motive. The statesmen of that time, L. Balfour and kr. Lloyd
éeorg¢, anion, st them, primcrily wanted to manifest a certain
amount of restitution to the dJewish people for the contribution
which the Jews have made in these thousinds-of years to the
civilisation of mankind which, you know, is common - . know-

d

ledge., Mir, Lﬁ d Gecrge and lr. Balfour were deeply religious

men and knew the pible, knew the value of the Bible and the

. effect the Bible had on the character and on the life of the
Eritish nstion, «nd they could not help and were cnly toc glad to
conriect this influence with the others of the bBible cr with the
nation in the midst of whome the bible was born.

1 remember very well in the first talk which I had with -
lir. Lloyc George - that was long before there was any talk of a
LUeclaraticn or similar action - that he said, in ¢ way helf-
jokingly .hd half-seriously- "You talk to me about :alestine.
That is the only gecography which I know, znd I am ccquainted
with the geography of ralestine «lmost better than with the

“g§ography of the preScnt‘Eront." He was proud to be associcted

J/with
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with this work, end there was no doubt an underlying ideal mbcive
which moved the statemen of ihat time - primerily the two foremost
stetesmen - to issue this Declarstion. : |

Yhere wes, &s 1 said, another set of mctives and they woere
utiliterian; not utilitarien in a gross or purely materialistic
sense, as I am going tc¢ explain in a moment. Wwe were - I mean the
britiéh peoplu &nd those who were associated with the British,
and I was associated with the British n:tion and proud to be so =
sll engaged in a war or life enu de.th, which meant the existence
or non-existence of the vommonwealth of Great orition. & great
deal dg.ended upoun america, 1In hmgrice there was a powerful
Jewish community which wes at thag time, for some recson or other -
1 do not agree with this rcason, but it was nore or less current
opinion in Greauv Britian ot that time - either very neutrzl or
inclined tou be pre-German, some of them, tlie powerful German‘écws;
or the Jews of Geiman &ncestry. It was thought thot by this act
of restitution - st any rate a form of deélaration - this might
swing the opinion of & vowerful group of ameri can ngry.'

.“fhere wus @lso another group- the Zionist group - which was

never pro-Germane.: Ip was always anxious to see British vietory.
sut we wanted to have a united Jewish community-dfvﬁﬁerica~ stan&ingf
béhind”thc great war effort anc behind President wilson, who wes
carefully rreparing his nction fer entry into the war, for‘taking
upon themselves & greet ordeal, cna it was thought that the Balfouf‘
Decleration might help to swing the opinicon of this community. I
believe it hou some effect, and L believe that in that respect it
hes fultilled the purpose'which was intenced ot that time.

There was &lso aﬁotﬁer comnunity at that time which played
a gredt paﬁb’?n the war - another Jewish community - ;nd that was
thefnu%i}an Jewish Community. 1t was, you remembef; before dussia™
“wes aivided and before roland wes fe—established, ¢nd the dussidn-
Jewish Community was the largest in the world. It was six million‘ f;

L5y Jag
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strong, end «lso phe opinioﬁfof the Hussian-Jewdsh Community
. was of considerable value in that constellation of circumstances,
There were two purposes: one was purely idealistic, énd the
~other partly utilitarian, in the sense in which I have tried
to describe. I hope I may be forgiven for having dwelt on it
2t such length, but I ﬁhought now is the time, nd I am advanced
in years ¢nd I may uot have the opportunity bf clearing it up
agein, sé I am taking the cpportunity now of resubmitﬁing it
to you, gentlemen,
rhe nations of th§ world realigzed, perticularly the
british, americans, rrench and ltulians, that a grect deel of
the trouble, worry and persecution which has beset the Jews
throughout their history is due te the ebrormal position of
~the Jews in the world. Wuhat is the cbnormal position of the
Jews in the wcrld? what is it characterized by? It is
charscterized by one thing: I think this word from what I can
.see from reperts, has been used here gulte olften. 1 used
this word ior the first time in speaking écLuve the Royal
Commission. It is the "homelegsness"of the Jewish people.
To that I must add a comment. I do not mean the "hcmelegsness®
~of individual Jews. There are groups of Jews in the world
who have very comfortable homes -- the american Jews, the Jews
in a2 great many of the Western and Nerthwestern countries, |
the Jews in Sweden, Demmark, rrance, and also there was in
Germany -- but &s & collectivity, as an ethnic group, they
are homeless. They are and they are nct. They are a pecple
and they lack the props of a people., They ere a disembodied
ghost. There they are with & greet many typical charecteristicsy,
many strong characteristics which have not disappeared through=
;Oﬁt centuries,‘thousands of vears of mertyrdom and wéhdering,
and at the scme time the, lack the props which chareccterise
/every nation
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o
i

t

& L ‘ . ' A
 Avallablefl o 7 / o

" What are Swiss?" Vhen that is asked everyone points to a country,

‘ jexplanation as to what he is is always suspect, and from suspicion

hkamchatka, alaska, Mexico, or Texas? There are a grect meny empty g
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eVer& nation. Ve ask today: "what are roles? Vhat are French?

to certain institutions, to perliamentary institutions, and the man

in the street will know exactly whet it is. He has a passport. . If

you ask what a Jew is, well, he is 2 man who has to cffer a long

Jthere is only one step to hatred or contempt.’' I am trying to put
it as lightly as 1 can, 1 do not want to describe it as - -the traged i
which it really is. This has rendered the position of the Jews'inbf;
the world abnormal and, as a very logical consequence of this ab=
normal.position; their reletion to the outside world is abnormal.‘-

Pelestine is in the‘process of upbﬁilding, having 2 thriving
community here, yet even today there are Jews, I do not know how
many, buc quite a few who would deny (a) thet there ggg JeWs;'(b)",(
thet they sre Jews; {(c) that there is Falestine; (d) thet it is
necessary to have Falestine. all that confuses the Gentile mind,
which does not understand. and, if you do not understand somebod&;”'
you begin to suspect him, Aand, if you begin to suspect him;'there
is only one step left frow suspicion to hatred. It was thought

that this position must be remedied by normelizing the position of

the Jews and by rendering them as normel as anybody else, and giv1n3
them those props and those meterial attributes which they lack.
Hence the attempt and ardentvdesire of a great part of Jéwry to |
build up awggfﬁal life of their own. And where could we do it |
except in this country?

I think I have, it is uy duty, although I never thought it
should be'necessary,té try t0 explain "Why Falestine?® Why“not
countriés.% Why should the Jews choose & country which has a popﬁ;n-
lation that does not went . to receive you in o particularly friéndl;f

5 /way
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@y;'éféméli douﬁify; a country which hzs been neglected and dere-

lict for centuries. It seems unusual on the part of a practical

and shrewd beople like the Jews to sink their effort, their sweat
and blood, their substance into the sands, rocks and méréhes of

' Palestine. Well, I could, if I wished to be facetious, say it is
ﬁbt our responsibility - not “the  responsibiiity of the Jews who sit
heré - it is the responsibility of Moses, who acted from divine
©inspirction. He might heve brought us to the United Stotes, and’
instead of the Jordan we might have had the Mississippi.' It would
hove been an easier task; But, he has chosen to stop here. We are
an ancient people with an old history, and you cennot deny your
histery and begin afresh., 4and the proof of what I am saying, which
may again, perhaps, be top abstract, is the follcwing: Almost
parallel, simultanecusly with the colonizetion of Falestine began
another project of colonizatidn in another'part cf the world fer
removed from here, nearer to a great'many countries from which some
of the distinguished representativ /who sit here come from, that
is the colconization in the Argenyine. The‘colonization'of dews in
the argentine began, as I say, almost simultonecusly with the at-
fempt to colonize Palestine. Now, compare these two countries:

. Argentina is a vast country with virgin, soil which hed a benevolent
QOVurnmeht. There was no opposition. On the contrary, the govern-
ment was anxicus that the Jews should coie in - at any rate then,

I do not know what it is now., Usually this anxiety does not last
too long - but there it was, cnd the Jews went to the Argentihe.
Tney went there under the guidance of a powerful committee,.which
was endowed with « grest many funds, souething to the amount of

10 million pounds, gold pounds. at that time it umeant ﬁore

than probably 50 or 75 miilions now, ‘Yhey begen their work

under the best possible auspices, Today, the colonization of
argentina represents a few Jewish settlements. They are gquite

good, and they are decent people who work hard on the soil,

I g .
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but it is just & few Jewish villaggs, The younger generationk
bf many §f tue Jewish settlements is drifting gradually to
Buenos nireé where they become lawyers and doctors, the usual
process which we know is the economic and social dévelopment
of a.Jewish.community surrounded vy ¢ ma,ority of non~dews.

we began in this country.ot.the sime time. You have
seuﬁ it..-You have seen it now. Now, in 2 great many pafts
it looks a£trective. 1t isvccvered with trees and grass. But,
I_rcmember.when 1 first came in 1908 and then in 1918 when I
travelled with Gereral nllgﬂby, & grect Commander-in-Chief who
conquerca rulestine--1 travelled with him from Rammella, from
Telaniv to dJerusalem, and‘we travelleu throuéh a derclict;
barren country. There was not much green, amd he turned to p
me and said: "I thought you were a reascnable fellow. Do you ‘
rezlly thiﬁk enybody will come and settle in thils country?" All
I could say to allenby, for whom I had a profound respect; was
Twell, General, let us walt cnother 20 years and perhaps we ﬁill‘
be granted the opportunity of meeting again and we might redispuss
the subjezt." Wwe did meet agein, and we ¢id rediscuss fhe gqueét,
end he did‘change his wmind, end he did ennounce the change publicly.
Now,‘this>progress is due to the fact that it is Fulestine.
kalesﬁine, for reasons which I need not lebor, releases ecuergies,
activities in the Jewish pecple which cre not released_anywheré,~
else. ns soon as a Jew comes into contact with this country he
begins to fecl as if he has returned. 1 shall not say thatleyeryb
Jew feels it. 1L am not going to suy that he feels it at once.
But these are sentiments which grow, which- grow in everyoné,qf usy -
end the rocks, murshgs, and sands of Falestine bécome 2] preéious
possession into which we pour our sweat, blood, effort and
ingenuity in order to make it what it is.

I gave soue 5f the reasons for the Balfour Declaration

~

in 1917. They were, &s I said, ideal, end they were what is :
I m e 0 ' n A R
~called "utilitearian.® They also came as a result of & conception i
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that the position of the Jew would be altered and his suffering
ellayed if he had a place to go ta. And, if these reasons

were valid in 1918, they a fortiori are one thousand times more

valid today. I am afr@%d that the reesons which prompted us

to meke e prognosis of the Jewish problem in the iresrs 1G04,

1905, end 1906, for which we %ere looked upon as dreamers and

f’é%mr-ppzers‘who were trying to ret something impdssible‘- 21l

these prognoses as to whet wes going to heppen to the Jews,
unfortunrtelv more than ceme true. ‘There sre six million Jeus

d§§d/in Furope, end hundreds of thousends of Jews ere lenguishing
i . !.r'
todsr either in D.P. cemps or in countries where they ere not
4
wented. It is proof thet the situstion demands speedyv remedy.

- I sey empheaticelly, sentlemen, speedy remedy. I.took upon

myself the liberty, pgrhap§/§ﬁ appears scriewhat formal, lest
year to wern the lnglo-t?é;icen Commission that time is cf the
essence. I am old enough to issue that warning again, Time is
of the essence. Ue have lost so much blood, we cenncot afford to
lose anv more. For us it is & question of survival: it.brobks no
delay. The position of Jewry todsy in the world is sombre.

In Pelestine it is someWhat'different, and here are features

af the_situetion which give us cunfidence. I would not like to
ap pear to vou es a prophet of evil cr of sad things. 1 never
believed thet we would build Pelestine with Jeremiahs.

We have some comforting hope in the attitude of the

" United Stetes, the attitude of British public opinion (in

spite of whet I seid rbout the tehporﬁry difficulties, and

I »m sure thev will pass) and the attitude, lést but not

lepét; of tﬁe Soviet Union, 'Ne were happy to read President
Trgméﬁ's messsge to Ibn éaud which, in very clear terms, gave
exﬁ%essidn to the attituge of the Americen Covernment to the
development of the Jewish Netional Home. I was,equgliy pleased
to read and _greteful for the statement, of IMr. Qrg?@k@ in his

do ecbarwent Moo impart ~1

thoughtful speech which could heve been;

N i
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anything to him which is not so, Wt it could have been
made by a Zionist., I am sure he is nut a Zicnist, I co not
want to offend him thet way, but the speech, nevertheless,
Wwas & good Zionist statemsnt.

There is ensther feature of the situation which no
doubt has drawn your cttentieon. &- far, the cbility, finance,
and ¢11 that you have secen erectew here which constitutes the
Lotional Home, hes been created with our own hancs. That is
scriething te which 1 would like to call the specific attention
of this Comuwittec., OUne of the greatest reprcaches which is
usuz lly ievelled at the Jew is "Ch, yes, he may be a very
good Tellow cnu ¢ll that anc no coubt when you come into a
country you &re iuw=-&biding, you pay your texes, you do not
steacl, ane so on. but you see there is somefhing about you
which we do nct altegether relish. You always come when things
are ready. You cone intc the second floor of the building.
The foundation, the dirty work which you need in digging end
laying the fdundation, putting up the br}cks and stones, cond
ell thet has been done by cthérs. when it is all ready, :«nc
the roums 4re nicely painted, and the pyjemas cre con the bed,
you stép in ond you hire an elegint suite, and here you are.
We do not like it."

This is the reason why Jews cre usually branded eas
parasites: parasites not in the orcinary sense of the word,
but in this particulcr sense.

Well, here in Folestine there were wmrshes and we
nave drained then; there were stones and we have planted over
them; there were no houuses and we have btuilt them; it was
ridden-with disease cnae we have clared it. sll that has been
dene here, from the modest cottage df the settler to the
University on hount Scopus, is the work of Jewish planning,

Jewish genius and of Jewish hands and muscles, not only of
-

' . . N - T /noney ! -
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© money and initiative. This gives us a certain amount of pride

and confidence. Given a aog's chance, we could co as well as
anyboudy else. 1 do not think we are better than anybody else;
L do not think we are worse than cnybody else. I think we are
just as good and just as bad as the others. But the chances

are different. &and here was a chance, a rerealal chance, &

chance of political circumstance. I believe, and 1 want to
¥
“unuerscore this, we have made, under the circumstences, the best

of that chance.

There is something else to be stil, wnd L am saying it

~in all humiliity. Uther peoples have colonized greut countries,

rich ccuntiies,. ‘“hey found when they entered there backward
populations, and they did {fer the backward populsztions what

they c¢id. I am not a2 historian, and I am not sitting in

~Jjudgment on the colonizing activity .cf the vericus great nctions

which have colonized backward regions. But I would like ‘to say

‘that, as compared with the result of the colonizing activities

of other geoples, our impact on the .arabs has not produced very

.much worse results than what has been produced by others in
~ other countries. In fact, it is admitted, even by the sumini-

“straticn of talestine, which cannct be suspected of uvver-bias

in favour of our work today - you see I am trying to be as

careful as I can, I could heve used a more severeexpression,

“but that is not the point tuday - thoat the arcbs heve benefited

by the work of the Jews. 1%t admits it in the Blue Fraper which

I hive triec very hard to read befure cppecring before you.

This raper suys, y.s, vou have done quite well, but ycu have
. /
crentek something which is very very wrong; you have created a

itylbetween you «nd the local populstion, Vork in a
ARG

,fCOuntry, colonizing «ctivity, building upof & country,

“creating of social conditiuns is not like a gonvoy of ships

o - agHagpmarskofwihich
» , » | e
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which usually moves with the speed of the slowest, mvery
nation @oves Gn‘its way of progress with the speed which is
a result of its qualities, of its abilities, of its condi-
tions. You cammot artificiallf suppress these particula
gualities in order, so to speak, not to create a disparity.
A Gisparity is always there when there are two streta of
population, 1 admit that these crecate certoin dif:icuities
for the sdministration. ‘I have no decubt that the Falestine
agministrotion hec difficulty. I am ready to adnit it. e
have cre.ted quite o consicerable amount of difficuity for
the Falestine ancministration. I am very sorry ror that. I

have tried to mitigete these difviculties, but human beings

are bucre in order to crecte difficulties i'or eechjcther.
Ifbthe W&fl& were run smoéthiy; like‘é class of pupils who
ure always cobedient Qnd "goody-goody™, well, the wcrld would"
be a terribly dull place and no one would want to live in it.
Difficulty is there. It is life, it is struggle. It is a
clash between various conceptions &nd interests, The-hdmini—
stration would like us to go slow. I acmit it 1s perhaps
easier for the acministration if people go slew., But we were
uriven by all the furies c¢f the world. e could not afford
to be slow. wsvery slowing down of our progress meant so many-
dead and so much destruction., dvery Jew whom we saved out
of this hell of wurope was to us & gain, a uouble, triple,
tenfold gain. Therefore, our conception of speed and the
numinist;ution's conceptipnfof speed are, of necessity,
different. Talk of Qiskérity'in thit sense is, «t leagt,
not quipe Jjust. g

I would like to deal with one othor subject whiwa is
sgain a matter od considerable contreversy. what i-
National mome? What coes it mean? was it meant to'mak. a

<

state out of the National Home oromet?n, olomay.-perhsps) for

TP
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one second as a quasi self-appointed historian of;the Zionist
movement - which I am not - deal with the question of how the
words "Natioﬁéi.Home" came about . You see we came here in
1917 and we had the preblem of building up the country. We
were expected by his Majesty's Government to build up Falestine.
Neither the British Government nor we, perheps, realized all

“the difficulties which we would have to face in doing that.

It was essential to create SOméthing which would serve as an
instrument for this building., 4in oluen times, such backweid
countries were built up by charter companics. all of you will
reuember the sast Indian Choerter Company. But charter com-
panies were hard tc fashion in 1918, the first quarter of the
twentieth century. The wilccnian conception of the world
‘certainly would not have allowed a charter company. Thereforé,
we had to crecate a substitute., This substitute was the J%yish
agency which had the functicn of a charter compeny, which had
the function of a body which would concuct the colonizaticn,
imaigration, imprcvement of the land, and do all the work which
a government usually dces, without really being a government.
‘we hac «ll the difriculties of a government end none of its
“advantages. The Jewish ngency was given a special position in
the .Mandate. Lt was not much of e privilege; it wos a great
“burden. snd L cagy¥his out of the bitter experience of many
years;

we were told by varicus people in the British Government

the v we Wwere acting tou quickly. e were told by the Jews that

we were acting too slowly. I hove felt it all my life, I still
feel it now. 1 «m constantly beingheproached: why ¢o you not
ask For imuigraticn of 100,000 cr 150,00U? we coulc teke them
‘Mbin; it is oniy thé British Government which is wicked and does
. not let them in. You are not strong enough: you must knock on
“the table and impressnthe bricish Government that you'have.got

. » . C » ) /"- Y é /‘rn (}n——A-‘
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to do it.. well, I am not g01ng to tell you what ny answers

were; They are all on record. But I broke my neck

repeatedly. It is a very difficult task tobe between the

hamner cne the anvil of two such contending forces. But

that this work will go on, we all believe, If we are able

to acquire land, if we are able to bring in Jewish irmmigration,
whether it is a large imuigraticn or not, whether .it will
correspond to the needs which are inherent in the pbsition of the
Jews or not, eventually, in the fullness of time, in God's own timdb

it will become a Jewisih skéte.,
g e L et 4
= -

There wos no doubt gbout this point in the minds of the
stetesmen of that time, nor in the minds of those whc worked with
them - and I did try to wprk heonestly and conscientiously and in
harmony with &ll the elements concerned: wWe all bélieved it wbuld
result in a Jewish state. |

The‘difficulty agein is in the speed. Some British people
used to tell me, well, you are pushing too hard; a §t§te may come
in fifty years, sixty years, or seventy years. We thought it may

come socner. Wwe were in a vicious circle and I weuld like ta

explain what I mean by that., In order to perform the work which
we were expected to perform under the Mandate, we had to have land, }
improvement cf the land, reclamation of desert areas, bringing inil
nesses of people - masses of from 20,000 to 40,000 per year -
settling them, c¢ducational problems, social problems, hospitels,
.and so forth. Ycu really must have governmental powers because

our work, our speed of 1mm15rag1on derended on the ebsorptlve
"‘—n—-w».ﬁ_.—-—e——#

v :
CupdClty of the country. Now, there was nc absorptive capacity of

the country. sbsorptive capaclty coes not grow on trees. You
cannot find any absorptive capacity on the hiils of Jerusalem} The~
hills of Jerusalem are very beautiful, but you cannot live on them

unless you develop ..lem. ‘Therefore - we were placed in this dilemma

in order to create ebsorptlvc capac1ty on the scale which we re-
Y /qu.gre you




‘thre,‘&bu need g0véfnmentalﬂpsWen; in ordersfo-hsve govern-
mental powers, you need more or less of a msJorlty in the ‘ : \
country. We neeued 1mm1grat10n and development on a scale wthh
only governnent could give us.- On the one hand we needed the
govermaent; on the other hand we could only get the govsrnment

i‘whén we brbught the masses in the country. This was the viciocus
circle in which we moved and which we tried to break through

“with our poor heads. Vefy often;_we broke our heads but did not

break the circle.
function of the nge} Ve I‘have deglt with what I call unjust

disparity is a naturai phenomenon which cannot be avoided. You

this disparity could have been avoided, if the other part of the

poyulation, the arab populaticn, hed béen ready to cooperate wit

us in the same oegree 1n wa1ch We were ready to cooperate with |
if them, But they stood{ﬂ51de. Verv often I heard from qulte

e il

benevolent Aarabs - they did not meen any evil, we were quite

o~
PR Y

tine and you have in your hands the best lanc in the country.
In fact, some of them whom I know - 1 co not want to name
them -~ s@iw, well, you have recily cheated us; we have sold
youxthis wna thot plece of lang Qery,.very cheaply; if we
hac waited another ten TETs we.could.have sold it to you
st double or triple the price, The nrabs like money just

* as much as the Jews do. It is not a particularly Jewish
trait. liy answer to them was, gentlemen, you seem to have
forgotten that we have made it into good land; we have made

it . inte good land because we have sunk so much effort into

friendly - you Jews are queer people; you have come to Fales-

I think I have dealt with what we conceived to be the

'»"

0‘overnment criticism of the d*s$§}ity. I have pointed out that

can only avoid it if you stop working altogether, and thet means
stagnation.

At this point, I would like to say that, to some extent,

L

el
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’it; If you would do the. same, your land would be just as good

if not better than ours. . Do not reproach us for having improved

* that part of the land which you have sold us because you could

do nothing with it,

There is another reproach levelled on us, that we disturb
the status quo. Naturally, every administration - and the Brltlsh
administretion does not differ from a Dutch or a French Admlnlstra—

,tion in that respect - is reluctant to disturb the status

quo. They like to keep things going smoothly and nicely. When

an administrator comes into a backward country, he has a certain -
cliche which he applies to the country. The British, for instance,
whom I know best in that respect - come to a backward country and

s

what do they do? They clean up the country from dlsease they

establish a measure of justice; they create means of communication;-

they give to the population a certain modicum of education. A&ll
this is done nicely, quietly, not tooc dynamically. They are not
too static, but they do not like this dynamism of the Jews who are
always in a hurry and always upset the routine of the administra=-
tion, It is perfectly naturcl for an administrator to feel this
way. & friend of mine hes repeatedly told me, well, these damn
Jews are troublesome; they can never take no for an answer; if"
you throw them out of the door they will come in through the
window. My answer to him was, we cannot afford to take no for

an answer, we have no time. If you refuse this, that, or 'the
other, to us it means the loss of so many hundreds, of so ﬁany
thousands of people. It is a question of life and death for us.
A little water here, a little piece of land there, means to us .
a great deal in terms of human life. To you it simply means one

fraction of a vast territery which you possess, and.which you
have possesswd long enough, and which you keep. You are safe,

but we have no assurance of our future,

Thereforé%%ée are sometimes not preferred, I do not say that we

i ,
are discrim?&gﬁ%d against, elthough certain laws, as adumbrated

in the White Paper, do constitute a discrimination., But it is more.

of an attitude. The British Administrator would like to.be just to
both parts of the population. |
as far as we are concerned; this slow tempo is not enough

‘for us. It may be enough for the British; it may be enough for

. _ v  Jihe
- . _ ‘ /the
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I ‘believe - and I am seylng this in the light of

s irabs.
nmm§§”€; going on in Great Britain - that this’ slowness of tempo

';fis not encugh even for the British people ndw;. VF_M‘ |

Q, - Look at the difference which has been created betﬁeen

Sﬁbhe Mendate and the White Paper. The handate encourages
settlement of the land; the White ?ager not only discourages it;

E“Z?“;tops it.. The Mandmte encoureges 1nten51ve_colonlzatlon, ‘

the White Paper discourages 1t. The hhlte Faper nullifies the

Mandate. .That is why we have to oppose the White Paper w1th

all the Surength:"t our dlsposal.
I would like to say that the whlte Faper naa two- fatal
.effecés. It had an effect on the relations between Jews and -

Arabs. w7ynshould the Arab listen to overtures on the part

of fhe ew if he knows that_with,the application ef a little
| vio%e ce, as he did in the years l93h.ahd 1935, and 1936 to
, 193§f he can get whaﬁ he wants and more. All our effort»to

try to persuade them that it is in the interests of both .
~iparties that we should come to an agreemeht,gailed at the moment
- when the British Government broke our back, 50 to speak,\by the
» White Paper..

The White Paper also had another fatal effect. and -1 say
i:thls w1bh all the force at my COmmend and in ull solemnlty.
t;The White Paper releused certain phenomena in Jew1sh life which
»fare un-Jewish, whieh are contrary to Jewish ethics, contrary to
‘ Jewish tradition. "You must not kill" is something which has
”-been brained in us .n the Moynt of Sinai. It was inconceiveble

ten years ago that the Jewg should break this Coumendment. Un-
r'fortunately, they are breaking it toda&, and nobody deploree it
“more than most of the Jews. I hang my head in shame when I haﬁe

to speak of this fact befure you,. gentlemen, 1 hope that inter-
lfpatlonal action, in concert w1th Great Britain,/will clear out

-

/this
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% this disease from our midst,

The Mandate was born out of hope. The White Papér was
porn out of fear. The fear which was brought into the world
py Hitler, by Nazism, by all this‘darkness which has covered
the bright horizoﬁ of Jews before the war. This fear has

found expression in a great many forms, particularly in the

form of the White Paper. This fear was a result of the appease- |
_ment policy: appeasemenﬁ of Germany; appe asement of the arabs,

The British nation has paid dearly for this appeasement policy.

It has paid dearly in a bloody, devastating war. She will
have to suffer from the effects of this war for many years to
come., bEvery one of us has had to suf'fer from it, The Jews
in Palestine have paid for this appeasement in the form of
the White Faper. The worst of it all is that the price you
pay is useless. All this appeasement only bring Dead Sea
fruit, nothing else,

At the last Confress whici took place in Basle, I said
in my opening addree{ and I think it stands repeating before

you today: "Whenever a new COuntry was about to come under

Gestapo rule we asked that the gates of the Natlonal Home be

& %S

L T et

‘gas-chambers. Oun'entreetlusrfell on deaf ears; 1tnseemec
that the White Paper was more sacred for some peopleﬂphah life'

itself. Sometimes,we were told Shat our exclusion from Pales; ‘

tine was necessary in crder to do Justlce to a netion enuowed
with seven independent terrltques, coverlng million square
miles; at other times we were informed that the admission of
our refugees might endanger military security dufing‘the war.
It was easie? pngqemwphe”Jews oﬁ»Europe to a certain)deeth
than to evolve a technique for overcoming such difficulties.
When human neeu, the 1nst1nct of self-preservatlon coTlldeL
with the White Paper, the xesult was the St ma, the Putni/{

}and



na haurltlus."

rerhaps you &re entitled to ask what were the attempts to

“which I alluded several times in ny remarks, which were made in

“order to coue to terms with the arabs. I can spesk for myself, and

L am sure I gm including a good many of my Zionist collengues or ex-

colleagues, when I say that from the very first moment, two months

- after the bclfour Declaration, this was one of the first tasks to

which I devoted nyseli - and some of them colleoborated with me in

getting into tiuch with arcb leaders. Even ecrlier - it is not true
and I say so advisedly, what is being s#ffirmed by .rebs and their
quasi-friends, that the Balfour Declaraticn was- given behind the

-back of the arabs. Not only was the Belfour Declaration a public act

but of the gentlemen who conducted the investigetion prior to the

;

Bzlfour Declaration, foremost among them was the late Sir kark Sym!

a man who knew the wrabs, and whom I knew, The- reccrus in the Brltlsk

Foreign Office would confirm it: He reported every step in these

/
‘negoticticns to the then representative of the arabs, hing Hqueln,

~ Sherif of kiecez at that tine, subsequently hing Hussein. He was kept

fully infermed about what was go-ng on. That was still previous to

the issuance of the Bolfour Declcretion.

after the Balfour Declaraticn wes issued in November 1917, I

came to Falestine, and to kgypt, esrly in Kasreh 1918, =2nd for weeks I

~Wes trying to get in touch and meet with all sorts of arab lenders,

beginning with Mr. N%@ir, the venerrble editor of the "Mokattam" - I
Y

‘think he is ninety-six - finishing with the lerrned Sheikhs in the

Al ﬂzheer University, and aany cther areb lecders of Syria, lrebanon,

ang Felestine whe were then living in Bgypt, becruse the rest of

these countries, and pert of Palestine Iself, wrs still under Turkish

.rule ond in a strte of wrr,

when I came to Falestine in June or Ju y, 1918, with the .con-

sent .of the Commrndcr-in-Chief, General allehby, I tock . long and

Ky 2 1, 2] A
2ardous jeurney inte the desert. You could net g0 to Trans-dJordan
) 7
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‘as comfortably and quickiy as ydu ca n do now. I had to go through
the desert. I almost went the same way &s my ﬂncestors dld Pour ‘
thousand years 2go, and finally got myself into Trang;gordun in orde¥
to meet the man who was then standihg on the right:flank of the
Arab armies in Trans—Jordén, at the head of a group of, I éhiﬁk;‘
about three thousand arabs helping in the fight. ‘ |

I entered into cnversation; I explained to him exactly what
we wanted to do, what we would like to do, how we could help~him
if he wanted us to, and I would like his support if he could givé'
it. This COnversutlun led to Aany more, 1 refer to imir Feisal;
afterwzrds King re/;al of Iraq. This condensed into friehdship"
which lested the rest of, unfortuna tely, the short life of klng

. Feisal. Parenthetically, I might add that since then 1 v1slted

Trans -uordan many times and Trans~Jordan sheikhs visited us in
}alestlne. These sheikhs were astonished to see the development 1n
Falestine, and naively suggested that if I would go to Trans—JordPn
I could pfobably do the same thing there., Well, I said, there were
just a few obstacies in the way. We had better not telk about 1t
‘much. But there was not a trace of unfriendliness in them.

Therc is a gentlemen for example in Syria, who is very 1¢ﬁ&f;v
today in his protestations against Zionism and Zionist activitie§;€2 
I think he is the Prime Minister of Syrié.‘ His name is Jéyéi MardaM¥

~Now this gentlemen, Jamal Mardam, is ‘an old, acquainhtance of mlne.‘T}f

I am sure I am embarrassing himfby saying that. He is probably thefﬂ

tyre of gentlemen who would say we were friends but would not salutg

me in Piceadilly.. .He weuld not like to point cut publicly tﬁétfﬁeff%

knew me. But damal Mardam at that time - it muist have been during fa

the first premiership of Mr. Léon Blum - I have not the exacf‘d33177’

in my head, but it was ¢ ompa ratlvely recently - wanted a tfeaty‘fwf

between Syria end France, und he appealed to me for help. ;I~gavé T:_
that help. I did my level best. If the treaty was broken létéf,fi;‘
L . 7 /dO ‘ i’iot PRI
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That is one example. lhere are many.more. I do not want j

:

to bore you or tc burden you Vlth unuueratlons, but there was never

Y

é’fear when at attempt wa& pot made to come to some understandlng
'kwith the hrabs. It is the'fkult an& thé}respoﬂsibility of one
© macll group of men, headed by thb Mprl or Grand Mufti. He bears

a heavy req:on51b111ty in thet he never alloweo thc situation to

s

cone to a head.
LVER NOW = you h&ve been able to uscertaln that yourself -
' in many uomalns of ecohomic acu1v1ty, ll«e the Cltrns Bcard the

~

\Dead-Sea concession anl nany, other ctlv1ty, Jows and nrabs are
‘ LR A——
trylnb anc strlvlng to work together, as in some of the nun1c1pu-
lities, haliu is en excellent examplt of a mixed mleClLalltJ
uof‘grett coukcercial 1mportance, the RoOSt impertant towa in rales-
tine, here the two'eleﬁents'seem to be working in harmony,
‘ﬁntil.somé devil will step between them eanc bfeak it up. So far
thé devil has not succeedsc, but aevils are active in Folestine |
Quité'often, |
These abtlempts to bring about friendship have never
Jstbpped and will not stop until we begin to,understand eéch other.
One of the nost 1myortdnt prerequlsltes for such frlendshlp is to

.nm\'“’ﬂ

establlbh & definite, clear and equcl ste tus between the chs and

T?‘the arabs,
" ; CHAIRMuN: Do you wish for o rést?
‘ Mr.ﬁmmIZMANb: ’~f i could have five‘minutes, I would be
‘véry glad .
| CHaIRiGN : .I suspend Lhe hearing for ten minutess I
‘f’ask the public not to go out, as you may have dllflcglty in re-
‘nenterlng when we start 1n ten mlnutes tinme,
? (The mect;ng was suspended for ten minutes).
CHaIldkial: T call tHe uecting to order, |
7 br. WulZiiall: I nentioned the treéty uf Lrlendshlp with
ﬁfithe ‘then Euir Felsul,~sub5bqutntly hlng Fe Sal of Iraq. I shoulu

¢f4haVL explalncd . little more by s«ying th we drew up a treﬂ.y of

friendship. ths recera of the tre aty is purt of the ge¢ neral
recorc of the Peace Treaty of N ST i /fbat :




thﬁﬁ time, and no doubt among the documents which are before you
you will find a copy of this treaty. 4 postscript was also in-
cluded in this treaty. This postsc: ipt relates to a reservation by
Kiné Fei gl'that he would carry out all the promises in this treaty .
if and when he would obtein “is demands, namelyy-independence for
the Arab countries. I submit thet these requirements of King Feisaij
have at present been realized. The arab countries are all indew |
pencent, and therefore the condition on which depended the fulfil-
ment of this treaty, has come into effect. Therefore, this treatj§1
to all intents and purposes, s:.ould teday be a velid document. |
I would also like to remark that this treaty was drawn up
with the help of the late T.H. Layﬁéhce, certainly one of the best;‘j
friends of the arabs, alsc a man not unfriendly‘to our aspirations;f

4

I now turn to another subject which apparently is, or was,

invoked since the appearance of the white Paper. The White Faper i: §
justified by some pecple on the ground that the Nationai Home ié |
already built up; it is a finished product. Therefore, theré is
no necessity of going on much further with the work.

I contend that that is a meaningless assertion, wroﬁg in
ecry, wrong in fact. The National Home as it stands'today; even
in its limited form, battling against great difficulties; is a
living organism. &4 living organism is never finished. It 6nly(
finishes when it dies. I&ven old countries, like tngland, or Belgiurhg
or France, are not finished. They go on. They develop., They"
evolve. OSomething new may happen in this country that may give
a different turn in its history - I hope a2 favcursble turn. But to .
speak of & country that is finished means to doom it to death.rxlsf
that the intention of the white Paper and the interpreters of it?
Then we shall resist it with all our;might. We protest against it K
with all our strength.

anether affirmation, or dictum, which has been born recent--
. /1y out of
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ly out of the Whlte Paper atmosphere is the benevolent ﬂdVlce Whlch
is given to us sometlmes Why should the Jews not devote thelr in—,
uelllgence and thelr experlence to helplng to bulld up Europe
spe01¢1cally to bull& up Germany. We have heard thls advice given
to us by letlngulshed British statesmen who play a great part to-
qday'1n~the concert of huropean‘gfiairs. Wwith all respect to these
;sta%esmen and to the: opinions they may have about British affairs,
L must tell them they do not begin to'underStand the reaction of ti
Jews to such a suggestion. Wue afe'tired. We are tired of building
up Germany. and other cquntries in order that they should destrdy us
again., Weé have had this experience for a good few hundred years,
and if the gentlemen who offer us this very benevolent advice do
‘not know iv, the& only have to open any text book of Jewish history,
Life would not be worth living on this earth if we accepted advice
of this kind. -

” I have warned the varicus Commis sivns before whom I have
"-had the honour to speak. I hope I will nct have to do it again -
not that 1 do not appreéiate sufficiently this honour, but I hope
it will not be necessary. I told them inv1936ﬁ there are in this
part of *he world - meaning Centr.l ﬂugébe, Geruany, and osther
éountfies - people who are pent up without being able to move; the
“world for them is divided into two parts - the countries where they
‘canriot live~and the countries they cannot enter - and they are
doomed. This sombre prophecy of 1936 came true in 1942. Therefore,
" in the face of this terrible fact, to advise us to turn again to
“1live among the hatreds of “ihe present and the tombstones of the
past is asking too much from flesh and blood. .Only reqentiy ﬁhere
hes been a conspiracy discovered in France which aimed at the over-
throw of the French Republic - probably by French Vazis. One of

L the projects whlch Was dlscovered was a detalled programme of how

to exterminate the brench Jews on the pattern of Hltler and his

i"}1\1,512515. Vo . | /It is, therefore
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It is, therefore, for' us no more a questiovn of refugées
alone. Iﬁ is very important to save refugees. It is very im-
portant, as I pointed out, to save every Jewish soul we can, par-
ticularly now, when every Jew alive is a precioué possession to us,
But there are higher things at stake, and that is tﬁe survival of

the Jews as a people, and this can be achieved only through in=

dependence in a Jewish ,State in this country - in part of this
v

st

country.

There is another assertion: that the Mandate is uqyg)kable.

In fact, some people went so far as to say the kandate was un-
workable ab initio. One might be tempted to ask, if you know
that the Mandate was unworkable ab initio, why have a Mandate at

all? But that is post factum wiédom, which is always somewhat

dangerous. I contend that the Mandate was not unworkable it was

rendered unworkable. It was rencered unworkable because a great

many people who were in charge of working the Mandate had no faith‘
in this policy, had perhaps little sympathy with it, and therefore
over-exaggerated the difficulties which were inherent in this
policy. I would be the last man to deny that_this policy has not

had, end has,many difficulties. If anybody knows the dllflcultles,
Rkt -
it is we, because we have experlenced 1t on our skin, on our body,.

Boh

on our soul But dlfilcultles are there in order to be overcome.

LOIf you throw off the burden at the appearance of the first diffi-

‘culty, naturuzlly every instrument which is me;ely . product of the:

human brein, full of faults and ulfflcultles, will become unwork—
able. Besides, this Mandate was tested:and reported upon to the
Mandates Commission. - 'This‘Mandatggfﬂéﬁmission, I venture to éub;.
mit, consisted of gentlemen not éﬁly of high integrity, but also
of high wisdom and experience. It contained also a dlstlngulshed
Britisher, for example, a man of the calibre of LordLLué/rd a

:
;
great administrator who mede a mark in his life in the admlnlstra- §

. - Dag Har ftion of ’g
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tlon of the ufrlcan dependenc1es of the Brltlsh Empire. I have
never heard, and I have never seen in the records of tpe ?ermanmu )
Mandates Commlsslon any statement to the effcct(that the‘Mandate
is not workable. Thé& bointed out the difficulties; they pointed
out the methods}of surmounting phé difficulties, but nobody ever
refef%ed to the Mandate éé unworkable in principle. It has become
upworkable sinqg the appearance of the White Faper of 1939,

| Perhaps it will interest you if I read to you a letter
written by a soldier who was bilitery administrator in Palestine
in the early stages, His name is General Louis Bgfé.. He was
supposed to have been not particularly friendly tg us. I do not
knoﬁ Qn what this reputation is based, but his iépter speaks for
itself. In fact, it”is a léitﬁr to General all éby, whe was his
‘Chief and who was then in London. I was going to London and he
askéd me to carry the letter to General hllenby. I did not know
its content then but I_know it now:

"The country is in need of devéloﬁﬁent quickly in order
to make the people content. &t present we are suffering from
being forced to make the budget balance. The moment the ldandate
is given we should be ready to produce a big lcan, part of Wthh
should be subscribed by 1nhab1tants., I want Sir Herbert Sigyel
~here for advice on this matter,‘éhd:I want a much bigger financial
adviser thén you have been cble to send us as yet. With such a
loan, say 10 to 20 millions, I feel certain I can d evelop the
'country quiékly and meke it pay and gradually the population shouli
increase from the present 900,000 to 2. 1/2 million. There is
, plenty‘of room for this. The Jordun Valley should hold a million
instead of its present 1,000. But we must have water. The northep

and eastern frontiers must be arranged to ensure control of the

‘Litani and the Jordan. These matters are of no use to our northerj

and eastern nelghbours and they are essentlal to, us.".
#This was the

» B
R ~é."-.
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Thls was the opinion of a soldier at a time when Palestine

wes more or less a desert. One of the reasons why the Mandate o
seemed unworkable was the t the pollcy, in the execution of the
Mandate, was never a flrm one; 1t was always vacmllatlné. When=
ever. the arabs made a fuss or a llttle pogrom the Mandatory Power
retrected and the arabs learned that V1olefpé pays.

‘ . I now turn to the problem of the solution. But before
dolng so I should llke to quote two opinions which were held at
the tlme of the issuance c¢f the Balfour Declaratlon by His .,
Mejesty?s Government., One is expressed in a telegram which the
Britishinmbassador in Petrograd - then Petersburg - received fromf
the‘Foreign'foice. This telegrem reads: _ ,‘3

"The British Government has issued an official Declaration é
regarding the re-establishment of a Jewish state in Falestine," |
Note the word "re- establlshment" ‘ ;//

. Then a quotation whlch comes from Mr. Llgyd George 8

history quotlng an opinion expressed by Mr. Balfour in the

Cabinet previous to the publlc ‘tion of the Balfour Declaratlon

"The Balfour Declaration did not necessarily involve the

, early_establishment of an independent Jewish state, which was ae

matter of gradual development in accordance with the ordinary

The same opinion was expressed by Mr. Cho/#hlll before
the Royal Comuissi on. So, in my humble oplnlon there is no ‘doubt
that -what the Brltlsb Government had in mlnd was that, through

effort and in tlme there WUuld evolve a Jew1sh state 1n Pelestlne

At that tlme Palestine meant not unly Western- Palestlne but‘elso
Pdlestlne and Trans-Joroan. lranSngydan appeared on the hlstorl- f

cal sta ge only in 1922 or 1923. These quotatlons refer to the -

years 1917 and 1918 What 1s,_therefore the solution of the

thorny problem Wthh you gentlemen are_ oalled upa?i%o adumbrate.
, may e



.. Lord Curzon, and I am quotihngord Curzon because Mr. Balfour

. we are trying to make two blades of grass grow where one blade hasf

. grown: before; in fact, to make four tomatoes grow where one has

sﬂ

It may appear to you somewhat daring if I make a tentative pro- '

* Then Trans-Jordan was cut. off. K8 you know, the size of Trans-
~dJordan is much greater than that of Palestine - more than three

“times . It was cut off, so to speak, at a moment's notice. And K

-off a couutry which is three or four or five times the size of

~ Palestine, and then you turn round on poor Zionists and tellrthamkﬁ

;I do not think it is cricket. I do not think it is fair~p1ay.

£ 7T NN SRS e Ay AT ST TR LGN T AT ATy W T e e g

»thfow it in our face tnat we are trylng to brlng a populatlon into . §

a small country. In fact, what we have been trying to do since

- the size of the country, and as you cannot increase it materially, §

;Lbeen growing-befdre.‘by-ihtensiﬂying-—fsometimesvo#erﬂintenSifyinge

- and. ut11151ng every llttle knot and- every nook’ ‘and - .cranny‘ in

.you are a small country; you cannot bring any population there;

that time is, by ingenuity and scientific development,'to-increasej

RN
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posal, but my experience and my contribution to the building of | |
Falestine emboldens me to speak on the subject. “There is no
questicon zbout it that when Palestine ‘was promised, when the
Declaration was given, when.the Mandate was written - and I shoulj§
likeitto say fhat\the Mandate was written not only when Mr. Balfour |

-~ :
was Foreign Secretary, it was completed in its present form under

might be considered as biased in favour of the policy in which he
is the main author. By no stretch of the imagination could Lord

Gurzon .be. accused of any bias in that direction. Still,‘atf%hat

Ny /£
time by "Falestine" was understood "Palestine and Trans-Jefdan',

here is a sort of irony. First you amputate.  Palestine. You cut

you must displace others, and we cannot allow that, and so on.

blther you do not cut it off or if you have done ity ‘you - cannot

or geographically, we have tried to increase it in such a way that

/Ealestlne and3f

“
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.Palestlne and making it produce human. sustenance. ' That: has been
our. bus1ness since Palestlne has been amputated. But 1t has been |
done, &nd I am not harnlng beck to 1t .and I even regllse that |
today in order to have peace in this country, stability in the
Middle Bast -~ and the Middle East is important not only for Jews“
and arabs, but also for the whole of the civilised world ~ we have
great responsibility not to disturb the peace in this part of the .
world. | )

Knowing all that,.we are = 1 think I am speaking the mind
of a gneat many Jews, after a great deal of hardship, after a great
deal of testing, after a great deal of evaluating the possibilibty
of what wé can do, for a ferm of partition which wculd satisfy thev,
Just ‘demands. of both the Jews and the arabs. We realise that we |
cannot have the whole of Palestine., EB3lJggdg_a_4uxmmbﬁiL;E§lS§Ei§§;
EE;EEE_ESYE: It is up to the Almighty to keep,ﬁis'promise in His =
own time. Our business is to do what we can-in a very imperfect
human way. I do not like to play on the sentiment of tne distingé
uished Indian representative who sits here., -1 should say partltlor
is 4 la mode. It is not only in small Palestine; it is in big
India. But at least there you have’something to partition, Here
we have to do it with a micrascope. .There you-ean do it with a-

Joig knife. - « : = st /,‘ o o

What are the advantages of papFition? It has, in wy 5

opiniocn, two great adventeges. It is final and it helps to dispelgi
some of the fears of our arab friends. i am not‘saying'than yqn“
would dispel easily all fesars. Fear is not a matter of logie. 1t

is a matter of. emotion, and emotional reaction cannot be dispelled k
by logical.performance,.‘But at'any.rate we;can do all we can"in”‘

order to hélp in future to mitigate‘ﬁheir‘fear. If it‘is“finale_ﬁi

.. the srabs will know and the Jews will know that they ceanot en-f 

croach uponveach"othef‘SidéméinQ To us 1t means sohetnlng éise.l 8
; 4TIV fmeans




flmportent requlslte for good relatlens between us and them. As %

ong as they con51der us 1nfer10r 1n polltlcal status they will .
not be nx1ous to make peace w1th us.v Therefore it is a de31rcm{
solutlon, dlthQth 1t represents as I have alreauy p01nted cat,

%
a new and gre 't sacrlflce on the part ef the Jew1=h people. It

cannot be whittled down it cannot be burgelned down and the

part of Pﬁlestlne which WOuld remain after pa rtition must be s0re-

'tnlng in whlch Jews could live and into wnlch we cculd bring a

-
7

mllllon <nu 2 half people in a comparatively short tlme.‘ it

o 4

,

must not be é place for graves only, or grave"arus, or, s ycu

3

someti@es see on very full tl(ns, "stanulng .room only"
fherefere I have a plea to make to this clstlngulshed Com- ‘
@ittee. I respectfully pray that you will wme to a decision
Véf this kind, and abeove all see thet this decision is carried
6ut‘- and,; carried out‘quickly. .‘
lerﬂups qt this stage I might read to you a letter

'whlch £ rece1vca only twe days ago from one of the two sur-
uv1vors ol the zuthors of the balfour UGCLaPatlont.lt‘lS ;,

letter from General oSmyfs. He writes as focllows:

"4y dear Lector,

™

decassosssl can imagine your anguish iﬁ
world which was' so. full of hope, &nd todayihaé
nething but despair to show for itself. '

e cannot undo the past, and can only try
to find a bgtter way to'thé future. Tns i told
you in Loydon last year 1 see new, at this sad
stage, no es cape ekcept by way bi rgrtltlon. I

was long for an unu1v1ded r"lestlnc, but gfter

21l tlegc fellurcs and m:ssed op;ortunltles I

. .
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Ohly yéstcrday, speaking in our Parliément,
.I expressed myself publicly iﬁ favour .of
this golution - if solution it is. Fralestine
never w.s uncividsca in the great past, and
perhaps.a fair share of it for Jewry aay
‘once more be the nucleus of a ngional Home
and a Holy Land. DNow that a UNO Commission
has béen aprointed to assemble the facts
and search for recommendations, my expression
of opinion, as one of the original suthors of
the Balfour Declaration; may carry some weight
with the Commission. at any rate it is some -~
thing concrete and definite, and not ancther
and further postpconeuwent of e decision which
can brook neo further delay.

It must be a heartbreaking misery
for you to live amid 211 thet scene of frus-
tration and suffering - of lawlessness ana
counter-lawlessness. You who Kéve laboured
so hard ang so leng to enter upon the
Fromis€.....

I blame no one, I praise no ocne, 1
only pray that the Great Mercy will once more
come, and wash out even the memory of these

year80..t|..

wver yours affecticnately
{sgd.) Jan Smuts” |
I have almost finished what I wanted tc say.’ However,
before finishing this chapter of the solution I woula like to
emphasiz. once more witﬁfall the strengﬁh‘at'my disposal that

one of tle feremost prercquisites for the solution and. for the

S . . . ]



,éétabiishmeﬁt df an aﬁﬁcsphere i9fwhi6h a’solutiop can be
found is to wash out‘the‘Whit%/?;per-— to scrap it - to throw
it unte the heap where it belohgs. I do not know a single
caocument which is responsible for so much trouble and so
much evil as is the white raer. ‘
One wouldbe tempted now to go into de%ails«on the
“side of the-partitioned creq, if‘oné Speaks df partition,
I shell not burdén you with details. If I am given the
opportunity of answering questions, I may go into a little
more detail, The area must be sufficieqtly adequate;to
absurb scmething in the nature of a million and a half
people in addition to the present population. That is
the size of the problem which is urgent at present. It
must be an area which can be worked. 4nd, I believe,
speaking in general terms, if you will take a somewhiat
improved teel Line (I understand that ali of you have had
before you the reel iteport snd the *“iLineV which the Feel
Comuission oflered &s a basis for o Jewish otate,) I say,
aavisedly, a somewhat improved teel Line., This {ﬁyi(Line
was not fixed by the Feel Commission, It was simply an
indication as to how their minds ran. They were prepared
to discuss improyements, alterations, and modifications.
If to this k9ul/;rea is auced the area -of what 1is usually
called the Negeb which I think you have visited and which
in its greater part is a udescert, a desert which I daresay
will never be workec except by us beceuse for us it is agein
a struggle of life wnd death tovopcn up this aerea - then I
think you will have created a part of relestine which may
in the future, with God's help, become a land flowing with
milk anc honey and give nourishment and sustenance to a

sorely tried people - the Jewish peoples nfurthen, I would

N 4‘M



like to ade, in my opinion, thet it will alsc help the

future develomtent of the arab populition. I nay be

asked - 1 cannot for;see all the questions - 1 may be

csked: MWwill it be troublesome? Will it produce friction
ang trouble?" It would be foolish on my pert if I were to
say, "Oh, no, it will go off quite smccthly." Nothing goes
smoothly. and, nothing werth cdoing is uone without trouble.
gut I do believe thet a great many thoughtful rrabs if they
feel thet this project is set intc motion with 211 the
suthority, dignity and fcorce, (I do not mean military or
physicel force: 1 nean moral force) which the United Nations
comwaenc, I think the nrabs will evéntually acquiesce. Frro-
bably the Lufti will not acquiesce, and some other extremists
on cur side may not acquiesce, but I do not think thet will
present an unsurnmcuntable difficuity. Therefore, the pre-

requisite is to sweep away the White Iaper end give us a

chance to bring in o considerable populaticn., I named &
figure of ¢ nillion and a halr. Give us a chance of
developing the derelict port of ralestine which is today

the legeb, and cwo it, I pray with the utmost possible

respect, quickly. Uc not let it drag cn., Do not prolong
our agony. 1t has lasted long enough and has caused a great
deal cof blcood and sorrow on many sides.

I am ¢dmost at the end of ny statement. I have spoken
of Great Bgiféin, of its management cf the Handate, and of the
subsequent policy of 1939, I would like tc say publicly that
I have spcken mcre in sorrow than in anger. I am still con-
vinced that the normal wund good releticns of Greot Britain,
whe has been consistently a friend of the Jews and even &
friend of Zionism for the past three hundired years, long before
the Balfour Leclaraticn was made, may be restored to its old

glory and thet we nay leck upon this episode o5 something




~ was of a pransitory nature.' I hdve spoken of our own work.

.

T submit with a certain amount of pride, but not bOastfully,
that, if we are given « change,‘ﬁe can make our contribution,
and you, gentlemen, wu those who have empowered you to
eitguire into the facts,'have.it in your puwer toAput the kéys
of cooperation into'our‘handé - cooperation with the arabs,
cooperation with the other people in this country, "and make

our contribution to the revival and rejuvenation of the Bast.

God has chusen the smell countries as a vessel through which

he sends-his best messages tc the world, and it is perhaps
not too much to thiﬁk that once strife is 2t an end and peacé
and the woerk of construction.begins,'and the old ward erer
comes back to his old inheritance - perhaps oncé moré a
message of peace will come out of this country to a world
which stunds sorely 1in neec of such a message.

CHaIRlaN: I thank you, Dr. weizmann. Will you allow
us now oo put soue questicns to you?‘

iy, WilZiaeNi: Yes,

CHalRkinN: #First, there are some questions which were
put yestercay tQ Lir, Ben Gurion which I should like to put
to you. the first set of questions conéerns the Balfour
Declaration anc the mandate. Is there, in your opinion,

in those docusents anythi.- exprgés woras or by implica-

tion which indicates any y.servat'gg in the und-~rtaking?
first, I refer to the rights «nd the position of other
sections of the populaticn. Will you pleese aﬁswer this
question?

Vr. welzhali: Yes, it is in the Balfour Declaration.

It is not merely implied. 1t is explicit in the Balfour

. M ot . K
Declaration that the British Government views with favour
the establishment of-a Nafional Home for the Jews and then

Vgoes A




goes on to make the proviéion chet the vights and the position

of the other parts of the mc ul.cion.... - I forget the exact

worcing - will be safeguarc .u. ‘

CHaIiMaN: Would that, in youf Qbinion, under certeain
circﬁmstanoes Lake the Mandate uanﬁkéble? Do you think that
it came.to a stege where the rights and position of the other
sections ¢f the population were so preju&iced that it made the
handate unwerkable? '

Lo, Waldiawli: I «o not think so, sir, beccuse of the
following reason. It nay bLe so interpreted by people who wish
to put into it such interpretations, but what has happered is
that under the dispensaticn of the lancate the nr33k§851tion,
if you speek of the econcmic, material, and mone{gry pcsition,

has not become worse but better. To th.t everyone will agree.

Politically the arabs have never lLiad a position in lalestine.

They had a position in Baghdad, Beirut, and in Mecca. There

- 3

was the hou . of the political aspiraticns of the arabs, not
Palestine. .

CliaIRMaN: Tould the Mandatory have the cbligation to
carry out the undertaking in the handate regardless of the

resistance it met?

e AN T RN E BT
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Mv huléhnNm No, I admit thvt you are‘aéklng a very
Y‘intric te quectlon. It 15 very QlIllChlt for ne to say what
‘\the henwatory would think at o given moment. What 1 do think

is thet the kandatory shoulc have proceeded with firmness and
determination from the very beginning: then it would not have
had to use force, I tried to indicate to you thet the arabs
wer: quite friendly when they saw us coming into Falestine. The
moment thév Saw the vacillation, uncartainty - then théy began
to utilige thls pocltlon end certalniy make the position of the

L@nQuUOPY giflicult. So hMQh so thet the hgnuntory could say,

m—. . { e "Look - ]
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"Look here, gentlemen, I am very sorry. I dic not bargain,’
for thié end I canuot do it", My ihteﬁtion, if the Manﬁﬁgory
would say that it is so (and 1 wo not say that it does say
so) but if it says so now, then it is the duty of the Man~
-datory to produce an alternstive solution.

CHAIREAN: Now I would like to ask you a guéstion with
regard to the agreement you made with smir Feisél. On thet
document was inserted the condition that the ﬁ%dertaking of
Enir Feiscl

. wouid be void if the pro-
mises given to the arabs were not carried out.. amir Fe%ﬁhl
and the arcbs have contended thoat by latef events the ﬁadern

wse 1t 1referred then to

takings were nct carried out. L sujg
the events which took place in Syria; was thet not so?

Mr, W8IZKLNN: Yes, the promises were not carried out
at the time. He was expelled from Syris, he had tc go to Iragq.
what I contend now is that the sarabs have obtained ell the in-
dependence they had been cleiming under Feisal.

CHaIRMalN: I shculd like tc ask you the question whether
sanir Feisal, after “e had been driven out from Jarmescus, was
entitled %o conqider the agreement made with wvoil os veld?

Mr, WaIZlalNN: I think he was., I think he was, and
this agreement was never pressed. -

CHaIRkaN: I should 1like to ask you & giestion, which
is perhaps a legel question, and thet is whether the agreement
can be revived by further accomplishment of the condition he had
put ?

Mr. wulZballi: I really belisve, sir, that it can be
revived under naw authority, under new conditions; sincekthen
much has changed. | | \

GHnIRth: I have still anbther question régarding.thé

. You touched upon the possibility,of a compronise,
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and in your suggestions you referred to partipion. I éhould
1ike to ask if you have heard of any scheme which is hot o
definite partition, but is a dividing up of the country into
gifferent parts wnd keeping it Logether in « kind of federal
state: have you heard such a scheme discussed?

Mr, wolZialNi: Yes, There are all sorts of conditions
and conclusicns that have been passing through one's head all
these years, and if I, personaliy, came to the conclusion that

partition is the best, 1 did so by ¢ process of elimination.

——

T know thot one speaks of &« bi—napiénal state; of a sort of
<~ P
fed§ral solution; of what 1s usually called the Morr%;ﬁh Flan.
1 dé not think that they have the advantages of partition which
is fihal,derinite, enc crystallized. anything that will leave
an uncertainty will leave rcom for pulling by the two forces.,
The Jews will want to get something better. The arabs will went
to push us out of what we have. Therefcre, I believe although
partition means a sort of Solomon's judgment, it is under the
circumstences perhaps the better.

CHaIRMAN: what is, in your opinioﬁ, the main objection
to such a scheme as a federal state? Do you object to the vague- |
ness of it, or do you believe that it is not poésible for Jews
end arabs to work together in political matters?

ir, welslaliv: Yes, I think the Jews ané arabs would

prebably work together, but a federal state would meen again in
cnether form a third party. There may be a sort of federalizationf
Qﬁ a great many points., ‘There are a great nany interests in
common: railways, custous, means of communication. sll these
things really lead eventually to economic cooperation in a great
many womains, but ii would be better to be separated politically :‘
anqueavé it to the gradual pfucesses of evoluticn to unite .
economically, ,

Sir ABﬁUR REHMaN(India): Dr. Weizﬁahn, I may tell you
o : o ‘ - L ,

L
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‘that love and peace may be promoted in this country. You

I hope you have read lir. Gaﬁﬂhi's statement which came out

WVaR1
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India stands for love and peace, and when I am putting these

questions to you I am c¢nly putting them with the intention
have referred to the unfortunjate partition in India itself,

this very morning in the papers. It is thet very thing which

I am trying to avoid, if possible, because I fear it may lead

te further friction. o line of partiticn, a line of
demarcation, is not a permanent thing, If the unrabs have more
foree they will try to rush in and break in that line of

demarcation., If the Jews have more force, they may do so.

e

Would that be a permanent solution which would promote love
and peace in the country? '

Mr., WoIdhiaNN: I think it would, eventually. I am not
50 foolish as to think that if you proclaim partition all
these passions to which you refer will die out. I agree
there will be certain Jews who will try‘to rush in,\and certein
arabs who will try to rush in. But, on the 'whole, if you,
with the authority of the United Natiocns, proclaim this the
solution anc make this appeal to the Jews and nrabs and say,
"Guntlemen, you must not break it: it is & sacred cavenant,".
you will find that on the whole it will preveil. I‘do not want
to be a prophet., I told some of your colleogues before that it
is very difficult to be a prophet in Falestine. The competition
is too great here. I do say that your business is to crecte a
maximun of COﬁdit;pns under which the eventuélity of ¢ violated
solutlion will be impcssible and time will work its way out.

after all, what has happened in India is also the end of a long

- road of suffering, and may God grant you that it should be thé

end,

Sir ABDUR RaHMaN (India): I hope it is the end.

/M0 WEEZMANN:
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: Mr. WEIZalNN: But no humon belng can guarantee that
it is the enu. 1 read every day that somebody is killed here k}
or theru. Of course, it is hut a drop in the oceaﬁ in India. o

fbut for us « drop of blood gues a long way. It takes time.
Give us time. Give us benevolence., Give us the possibility of
turning around and of meking friends in the surrounding arab
countries, and I think in time it will be all right. hcbody
could guarentee that it is enough to rroclaim a solution and
thet it will _o right on withcut any trcuble.

Sir aBDUR duhiaelN (Incia): Dr. Leizmann, 1 am very
sorry to see that even the Jews have started certain rules cof
uiscrim;ﬂébion which have probatly led to this trouble which
existéhnow. I need not go -into the details with you. You know
then, and I kncow them.

lir. weIZbMaNN:  Ferhaps you will specify?

Sir ABDUR RaHhal (India): Take for instance the
Zicnist égngress in regard toc non-Jewish l§b ir, and things cof
that kind, They rancour, They produce a kind of hatred. It may
have been very good for a community, but from the point of view
of country it was probsbly & ver& unwise thing to cdo. I refer to
things like that which create dlssensicn and hatred in the minds
of people, That kind of discrimination of which iir. Ben Gurion
has been complaining has really come from your side of thisg
countryQ

Mr, WwilzZiwNih: Well, I know to what you refer, and I
would like to answer it in the following way. There are three
secturs in this country., There is an srab sector, there is &
Jewish sector and in between stands the British sector. They
all pmplOTers of labour, Now, in the Jewish sector we employ a
gEreat many arabs. In the arab sector nd Jew is being employed.

In the British sector there is consicerable employment of Jews,

I but perh&ps not &s much as we thlnk wgiare; entitdedtoa, Now, :
n R ) o e S




* what are we Coing? We come into this countrf an§ try to bring ‘
in meh. We are told you can bring in 4 and B oniy'if you find 1
Wérk‘for them. In arder to find work for them, employment for
them, we must‘spend some money on development. This money is
collected from the pennies mostly of poor Jews. Now it is
.different. But ten years ago the poor Jews gave the meoney., The
rich Jews thought it was better to give money for a hospital in
berlin, or for & dental school in Berlin, and not for something
in rulestine. Therefore the obvious contention is to say that
all the money which is given for the employment of the Jews amd
for the bringing in of the Jews should be employed by Jews. I
submit to you that once the arabs begin to employ Jews, the
Jewish rulg7%ill be relaxed. 1 cannot promise it for all the
others, but if I were in command, I would try to do it.

8ir aBDUR auHlnN (Lodia): 1 know you would.
Mr. WalzMaNi: I realize there is a great deal in what
you say. But you cught teo realize, and at the same time, that

- we have been so much discriminated‘against, so often throughout
our history, that for once we have a chance not to discriminate
agoinst arabs, After all, we do employ messes of nrabs. If you
would come to the plaée where I live, you would see it; or if
you would go to Falestine Fotash. .

: 4 .

p Sir wbUUR HeHlinl (India): ralesfine Fotash and hadjich

are the only two things that 1 know employ #Arebs.
‘ Mr, WEIZLinNW: Come to the orq&gé/£elt.

Sir «BDUn n«HEAN (Incdia): There are very few institu-
tions, two or three ot the most.

fur. walh.aNk: But they employ masses of arabs. Ybu
cannot point to & single institution which employs Jews-among
the ~rabs, except possibly e doctor. Wwhen an arab is very, very
sick ond he must bé operated on, and he cannot be operated on by

7?any coctor but a Jew, he will try to get a Jew. Then he is glad, -

i .;' '~ !“ o ) /for
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for .the operation is usually successful.

gir ~BDUR RaHMaN (India): I am very sorry to trouble you.

. WiIZMaNh: No, you cdo not trouble me. I .am here for
that, I would only like to tell you, sir, with all respect, thgt
it is much easier to ask questions than to give answers. But I
am doing my best.

Sir aBDUR JaHiaN (India): I know. Unfortunstely, I have
- been asking questions all my life and getting the answers.

Mr, Welziinklk: I am coing my best.

Sir »BDUR #nHhoN (India): Well, in any case, since you
Jere really responsible, or at Least one of the gentlemen who was
responsible for the Balfour Declaration, I could get better informa-
tion from you than from anyoné else just now. =~ number of drafts
of these declalotions ceme into existence befcre this one came out,
is that correct?
E bir. welzbanii: Yes,
[. Sir aBDUn finHiasN (India): sand some of them were censidered
by the Zionist Congress?

Mr., WoIzMalN: I would like to correct you, sir.

24ir ABDUR RnﬁﬂAN (india): By its Political Committee?

Mr., WEIZMalN: There was no Congress at that time.

rd

Sir wBDUR RaHMAN (India): The Zionigt ¥olitical Committee?

Mr. wildmaNli: There was a Zionist group which helped.
We all co-operated. OUf course, all the drdafts were considered by
them, l

~ Sir nBDUR'HnHMQE/(India): Have you, by any chence, those
drafts printed ianefapqes' book™?

Kr. wilzdalli: No. I have seen Jeffries' book, but my
eyes are sufi'iciently weak so as not to read all of Jeffries. I -
have read some of it. |

Sir sBUUR Hallinl (India): I just wanted to know if ;ou*
. R ; had

JE N, Jeffries: Falestine the Reality




,seen,them;

Mr. MLIAMANN I knou exactly what you want to know.

Sir 4BDUR HAthN (Indla) ~ are these drarts, as printed
ﬁﬁhére, more or less correctly brthé@? That is all I was tryiqg
to fihd out. ' | v

— Mr, WslZiaNi: I know that there is one dreft. I do not
know whether it is printed in Jeffries. Thgre wus one draft which
was submltted to Mr, Balfour and to Lloy ’Georee which said that
liis Majesty's Government favours the gstab¢1shment of valestine as
a Jewish National Home. Is that all you want to know?

Sir »BDUR RaHkaN (Incia): That is all I wented to know,
Mro. WeIZkilN: There was not much of this qualifying sentence
to which you refer. But if ycu want me to complete the history, I
will do so, if'I may treuble you for a moment. This draft waos given
ih by me. I brought it to Mr. Balfour. He initialled it. In faet,
somewhere among my archives, which I had sent to Canada during the
war, ther is still this original draft which was given to Llcyd Georg
He initialled it, and here the matber ended. I was away from London
- at that time. Then suddenly, there appeared a letter in "The Times"
’ signed by twelve what you would call importént Jews. They were im-
portant mostly to non-Jews: they were not so terribly important to
us. But they were important by weight of their position in the non-

'Jew1sh world by the weight of their bank account and various other

qualltles. They published, as you probably know, the famous letter
in "The Times", disasscciating themselves from all Zionist activity,
saying that it would harm Jews = meaning it would harm them. The
Government was perplexed. The British Govefnment did not want to
perform an act against the will of the Jews. at that time, it had not
tested the weightvand the value of these particular interests. 1 hawt

nothing against them personally, but I think their public performance
was at that time too highly assessed by the British Government. of
lcourse, they were people who had a very hlgh 'social standing and oc=
cupied a high position in the Br;g;shﬁwprld,_,Theywwere the British
overnment's Jews; they were notimy-Jews. : /8ir abdur




. . T T—
Sir Abdur RAHMAN-(India):* One-of :themwas Mri Moritague: _
. Mr, WETZMANN:- No, Mry Mentagieiwss hot:sithing. there, Nr; Méntague
was inside the fortress. He was a Cabinet Ministet and he.lmd every oppor-
-tunity. to sabotage theBal‘fzour Declaration, .'and : ﬁeiaid.-hiSf‘be‘st. ! So, as |
you realize, the fight was not & very equal .one.. On the one side, tﬁesé
Jewish grand dukes, so to speak, with all their weight in London; on-the-
-other-side, I represented the poor Jews.. “We.weré submerged, we were “not
wcal: thos? who left the ghettos of Poland and. Russia could not speak -
Fngl ish, even if* ‘you. tried to make ﬁhen;.‘ it was.a very unequal fight. And
it speaks enormously.for the intuition of Great Britain.that ‘they have -
chosen my Jews and not theirs, I am ’cryingto’\ﬁut i£ .very bluntly.
' _ Sir Abdur RAI;MAN (Ti:dia):  You were repsrted to have said in "The
Times" of 1 March 1918 that "We do not aspire to found a Z‘ioni‘sﬁ‘-sta:te;
What we want is. a country in which all nations and all creeds shail have'
equal rights and equal tolerance," o ‘ S o
Mpr, WEIZMANN: I may have said that; I do not know. "I‘ha\‘re- fdrgo%téz;
it., You must never quote a public man's sPeéches which have been mad'e.
twenty-five years ago, because in t?lloswe twenty-five years a great deal .hé}s"'
-changed. . | '
Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): I only quote tk.lem'because ebhers have qwtecl |
what. . happened twénty—-five yearé ago. It is only relevant in' thatfcénr.xeéﬁié.}ih;.-.
Mr, WEIZ?JI!&NN: That is éuite ight. We did.néb want to speak of a . - o
state then. We spoke of a Natio Home. But the characteristic of:the’
thing, whetter it is a National Home or whether it is a ‘State, remsins the

same .~ We think thit in the Jewish State all peoples will live in amity and™

- freedom,
‘5ir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Was Palestine included in the Feigal agree-
ment 7 L

Mr, WEIZMANN: No, . definitely.mot.- -

~Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): So, the immigration in Palestine was

included but the 1jberty’ of:,people '1iwing in Palestine was not »j,nc':ludfe@?iﬁ .

G



Mr, WEIZMANN: I do net quite get it: . It was nobinciuded in the

ense that it was not considered by Feisal as an Arab ‘country,. as a country

‘on which he had 2 claim.

.

Silr Abdur RAHMAN (India): - He had no.claim at that time'.to any co’untry‘
Mr. WEIZMANN: Oh, yes. He laid claim to Arab countries. He was
ready to exclude Palestine from that claim‘;
. Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India):  But there i5 no mention of the ex¢lusion
of Palestine in the agreement ?

: ¢
Mr, WEIZMANN: No, but if he allowed immigration into- Palestine -

that we should conduct it and we should support it and develop it - it means

that he lays no claim to Palestine as an Arab country.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (Indfa): That is ail.

Mr, GARCI. GRANADOS '(Gua;temala): I should like to go back to the
question of the solution. T think in one of your answers you did not streass

enough the only advantage that partition might have, and that would be -

independence right away. This is the only advantage, as stated before. But
nevertheless, I think you disposed a bit 1ightly of the question of -a
federal state, I see a fewadvartages in federal‘sta‘oés. The first one
would be a way of disposing of minorities‘. The.n, that the economic integrity
of the country would be kept intact' Furthermore, yot are aware that a
certain part of the Jemsh population oppose pari,}/éjm Some of them, be=
cause they want more, others because they believe that there is a possi-
“ bility of collaboration with the Arabs. Now, I should like to refer to your
answer ¢iven before to the Chairman, and I should like to have you make more
g clear the real disadvartnages of a fed/ral state th-lt mJ.ght be created that
3 would be governed by a counc11\apnointed by the Um.t.ed Natlons and parts of
J it am)omted by the proper states, with each state to legislate for itself
and, of course, trying to give to the Jewish people all the territories that
naw are not populated ar are under-popﬁ;lated. 1 shg\ild like you to give
consideration to this question’'and to give me an answer.
Mr, WEIZMANN: Would you mipd, sir; if I‘defer my answer for a few

‘heurs., I am prepared to come again and give an amswer, I am not prepared

- E A
, A /0" dnswer
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to answer on the spot.. - .

]

Mr, GARCIA GRANADOS (Guatemala): Verywell.

Mr. WEIZMANN: I thank you very much for the quesf:ion. Iﬁ will open
certain horizons for me.

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): I have just o,rié‘ question,. I would like o
know whether Dr. Weimann‘remembers at what time ‘he heard for the first =
time of the Wge_ .

a
e

Mr, WEIZMANN: T met Professor H?/g}pfr/x in Palestine when I first
came in 1918. I came out irst to Egyp‘t and then to Palestine, I met |
Professor Hogarth there and I:had the opportunity of diseussing 'bhis whole -
policy with him. I knew that Hogarth had a mission with the Arabs, but I
did not know what it was. I was not told what it was,

Mr. BLOM '(Nefherlands): You heard -wl\'lat" this mission was. -.You heard; -
it also whén these letters were published in 1939, I think, for the first;
bine? \ o

Mr, WEIZMANN: I read sbout Hogarth only when it was published, (But- =
I did not know at the time what he was about 1n Palestine. .

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): That was"in 1939, you think, that his

~ letters were published for the first. tlme" .

Mr. WEIZMANN: T read them only when they were published, although
I had met Hogarth long before, I d.Ld not know what his actlv:.tles were)

I knew he was working among the Arabs., I do not know that he was pqrtlcular-“
ly enchanted with the Balfour Declaration policy. I‘cannot. say that. He = »
was rather reserved sbout it. _ | | »

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): What I would like to know, Mr. Cha man, 1s
whether Dr Weigzmarn, when he saw these Hogarth letters printed for the‘ - e
first t_:i;fxe, whether he thought they were in contradiction to the Bél_fouzj 5
Declaration, A | |

Mr. WELZMANN: Well, I cannot answer for the- contradlctory messages

which the British Government sent to various people dur;.ng the war. ‘ Perhaps -

there is an element of cqn_trgdict:.on. I do not know. - It is a co.nﬁré;-— o
A : ja o thich we
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diction which we have introduced. I am grateful that ydu are giving ne

the opportunity of making this statement in response to your question, I
do not’ want to evade this question: I canmot answer it. If is not withir

my province. It is quite possibleA that there have been cases, not only in
the British Government but in many obher governments, particularly during

the war, where one department does\ not know what another department is do lng
It has happened before. It happens even in the Zionist Organization, which
is not é‘ govemient yet. But. we have segn\that divergence many a time.

What I do know is this: whatever Hog‘iz/rii'l‘s message was, if it did cqfxtain
any ooritradiction,' we were not informed about it. We were given a Declaraticn
and told that it was for us to make good, We were told to proceed with the
Mandate. The Mandate laid down, as yoﬁ know, all the ways .and means of

. \
putting into effect this Declaration. We to-~k it a la lettre. On the

,strength of that, on what we were told repeatedly, we sunk our money, our

energy, our men \into this caintry, and we made out of .t is“éourﬁ:ry what it
is. ihether s 2b initio, through Professor Hogarth's messége s there was some
contradiction, I do not know, That applies equally‘ to all f;h’e _contradictions
in Mcl\djdﬁoln's letter; which yoﬁ no doubt know,

Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay): ’I'ha've one question., Have you read“ a letter
from Marshal Smubs ? Do you think that the opinion of Marshal Sm\ly/s on the
'who].é qu‘e.stibn of Pales{:iné and the Balfour.DecL'xration is included in the
letter you ha;v'e just read *

Mr.. WEiZl&ANN: I think it represents the' opinion of Figld Marshal
.Smu.ts.

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): There are other opinions in Marshal Smits
ietter on the historical aspects of the Balfour Declaration,

Mr. T\TEIZ}MNN : Yeé.A ‘We_ll, I know somet_hing'. I used to meet Marshal
Smuts’ quite often. Marshal Sputs identified himself with the Balfour
"Déclérati.bn and w,i,th the meaning of the Balfour Declaration, as Mr. Balfour
Bave exyre ssjlilon'_tp-it. Marshal Smuts thought that it would eventually lead

. "éd'vaﬁJ‘i'awvis__h S:t:atef in_thé—_ whole of Péles“ﬁine.._ And as yqu see now, he ébi‘l—

~ P
.

. /siders the
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siders thle pa%% as what the French call z Eis—alle?,_ as the least of
the evils. |

Mr, BLOM (Netherlands): Thank you, Dr. Weizmann,

CHATRMAN: Are there anjr other questions?

(No response. )

CHAIRMAN: Then I thank you, once more, Dr. Weizmann., I hope we have
not tired you. .

Mr. WEIZMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you, gentlemen,
You have been very kind and very generous to me.

(Dr. ‘ieizrann then withdrew from the table.)

CHAIRMAN: We will now go on with the third point on the agenda:
the hearing of the represemtatives of the Jewish Agency. We will continue
the questioning of Mr.Ben Gurion and Mr, Shertok by Sir Abdur Rahman,

(Mr. Ben Gurion and Mr, Shertok took seats at the table.)

Sir Abdur RAHMAN {India): Mr. Ben Gurion, do you wish to make any

comments on the following Jeclarations or statements on behalf -of ‘the

s s i
e, « rrpns e o s o o
i o s e i - .

by

British Government: | (1) General Al]‘;z{lf‘:by's declaration, soon after the Turks
A1 vere defeated,F?hE;:é}fect that he "reminded the Emir Fﬁ)é that the
| A-lliés“ were in honour bound to endeavour to reach a settlement in accordance
{ with the wishes of the peoples concerned and urged him to place his trust
wholeheartedly in their good faith"; (2) Commander Hogpath's st;ata'nentr to
King Husgdei/ﬁ in Jamiary 1918 to the effect that the Brj:tish Govemment were
determined that insofar as it was compatiblé with the freedom of the
existing population, both economic and political, no obstacle shoulq:__be pub
in the way of the return of the Jews to Palestine; (3) Bass_‘ 1:.'3 letter
- dated 9 February 1918, to King Hussein, to the .effect‘ that H:Ls Majesty'_s‘
’Governr.nent has hitherto made it théir policy to ensure the Arabs' 1iberati6n;
and it remained the policy ichat.'thgy are gbtermined unflz‘.ghingly to
pursue py .proteci;ing_ such:Ar?abs as a._lready. are libergted from all_sdangejx's :

and perils, and by assisting' those who are still under the yoke of the

Lyrants to obtain their freedom; (4) the Anglc-v-Frei'mI'f/Decla‘ra’sicn made on
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A 7 November 1918 to the effect that the goal envisaged by France and
Gre 1t Britain in prosecuting in the wast the war was to secure the !

complete and final liberation «f the people whe have for so long bew
oppressed by the Turks and the setting up of national governments an
administrations which should derive authority from the free exercise

of the initiative and choice of the indigenous populations, and to
further and assist in the setting up of indigenous Governments and
. administrations in Syria (from the Taurus range to the Lgyptian

k,frontier and Mesopotamia) which had already been libersted by the
’g.Allies, as well as in those territories which they were endeavouring

 :to‘liberate, and to récognise then as soun &s they were actually set
uﬁ?
| . Mr. BN GURION: iie, sir.

//' Sir Abdur RaHMaN (India): Do you know anything about the
F‘Haycr ft Commission which had been_appointed to‘inquife into the‘
-iPalestlne distux E?éces of 19217

‘ ‘Mr. BEN GURION: Yes, sir.

Sir Abdur RaliaN (India): Have you read their recommenda-
tidns? ‘
‘ Mr,. BiN. GURION: I believe'l read them at the time.

: Sir aAbdur RaHiaN (India): Did the sarabs ever raise any
~ objecticns to the Jews visiting Palestine or even to moderate immigr
tion arising our of religioué zeal before 19177

Mr, BsN GURION: Before that they had nothing to say in-

~. Palestine. It was the Turks.

Sir abdur RaHFaN.(India): Was Jewish immigration the caust.

of arab riots and bloodshed in Falestine? //

Mr, BN GURION: There was Jewish imm%§r3tion, and there
were riots. DMaybe one was the cause of the other. It is a fact that
-there were both., Maybe there were other .causes.

Sir abdur RaHMaN (India): Could you give me any other

- cause?
!
Mr. BsN GURION: Yes, a very serious cause was the Axis

’;-pawers who sent money and ‘nstructors to arrange for a terrorist

fcampelgn agalnst Jews, This was one of the causes.

Slr AbdurRhHMAN (na) : When'wasothils?
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* | Mr, BuN GURION: 1936, 1937, 1938, and 1939.

Sir Abdur RaHMaM (India): There were no'r39ﬁé before
19367 | |

Mr., BEN GURION:  There were. .

Sir Abdur RaHMaN(India): What were they due to? What
was the cause of them?

| Mr. BEN GURION: There were meny causes., This was one
of the causes. One cause, for instance, wes that in 1929 thené~Wan
a false accusation mede against us by some people that we attacked
the Mosque of Omar, which was just as truthfil as the accusation"
made against the Jews that they are drinking the blood of ’hristién;
children for ritual purposes. That was a very seriovus cause of
disturbances in Daggséus in 1940, where many Jews were murdered py 
the population for such en accusation., &an aceusation of that kind
was made in~1929. This was the cause of sericus riots when the |
entire Jewish community of Hegpgi, where there had beeﬂ no immigraQJ
tion, was exterminated. | -

Sir Abdir RaHMsN (India): Was the.extent of immigréﬁioﬁ:
between 1931~1G39 in ?alestine to the extent of 218,000 while, in'f
the whole of the United States of america, Brazil - Australis and
the argentine, an area two hundred times larger than Palestlne,
the immigration was only to the extent of 207,000?

Mr. BN GURION: Those are facts,‘yes.

Sir Abdur RaHMAN (Indié): What do you know abbuf theM
Jewish state of Bircebi jah? | |

Mr, BsN GURION: I have heard about it.

'Sif Abdur RQHMAN (Idia): &as a forelgn state9

Mr. BsN GURION: I think it is an autonomy, but I '

A

- really ce nnot glve exuct detells,

PP ﬂr‘RﬂHMAN'(Indla); Have you hed no chance to.
- see this before? ‘ ‘ ' : RN
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Mr. BEN GURION: I ‘think there are a number of thlng

which you have seen and which I have not, No, I have not seen
“this.

. Sir sbdur RaHiaN (India): I.am placing it before
you. So yoﬁido not knbﬁ whether it conteains about thirty thuusand
square miles or only about one hundred thousand Jews?

Mt, BuN GURIUN: I know thet Soviet Russia is such
a vast country thét it may.contain such a large area as yocu say,
ﬂBut‘really, I cannot tell you. ‘
Sir Abdur RnHMaN (india): Do you know if it is
really a stateé ' ,
Mr. BEN GURION: 'No, ds far as I know it is not.
It is'an autongmy, and it is loyel to thét autonommus,condition.
There is.only a Jewish minority, as far as I know, but I do not
know. I am not an éxpert on it, and I do not know why I must
blve this 1nfornatlon. |
. , Sir Abdur RhHMnN (India):. 1 just wanted tec know
?Cf"whether the official language of that place is Yiddish.
’%QV“.”“wmwwfi ) ﬁr. BN GURIUN: So far as I know it is not.A I
{ thlnk thlS is the only place in the world where the official
lenguage is Jew1sh
Sir abdur RsHMaN (India): Falestine is sacred tc
; - Chrlstlans, it is sacred to Moslems; therefore- would you permit
| all the Moslems and all the Christians to come and settle down in
Palestine on the same basis on-which you want‘to,settle down in
‘Palestine? | f |
Mr, BN GURION: There is a difference. Of course
it is sacred to Christians. You are a Moslem and you say it is
sacred to Moslems. I take your word for it,
| Sir'Abdur RAHMAN (India); You;do nofiknow about itéh

 Mp. Dews GURION ’ Vour authorlty is sufficient for

1.

8. DU iews are comlng to PaLequine becguee it 1s ‘
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«  our country, it has been our homeland for 3,500 years.. In
addition to thit it is sacred to them because it is the centre
of their religion. I know that Rome is sacred to Christians,
and no Christian will ask the right to pussess Rome. There is
nothing like thuat here, Wwe are here on the basis of the'faét
thet it is the country of our people; we were ulspussessed by
force and we dic not give it ﬁp. We are coming back to our home.
Sir abdur RaHuN (India): I will come to that part a
little later. I Jjust wanted to knuw because you know that the
rioslems used to turn to the holy aréa of ﬂasjid agsa as their
heube until the lrrophet ordered faces tc be turned towards iiecca
at the}time-of prayer, \
lir, BuN GURION: I am really arfreid to contradict you,
but the history which I know regarding roslems is that at the
beginning the rrophet of the kicslems called them to turn to
Jerusalem ang there were other things which he accepted in Jeru-
salem, but later on, when the Jews were living in sarabia, they
refused to acecept it, ana meny of them, especially Jews of the -
"Medina died for it, because they refused to accept him as a
prophet. He told his peovple to turn tc lkecca, but so far as I
know it has nuthing}to uo with the reconstruction of lecca.
Sir »BDUK RaHMaN (India): That was the kaaba in Mecca =...
Mr, BsN GURION: This is a discussion which does not
concern me 2s it is a religious matter.
Sir abcur RaHMaN (India): I just wanted to know.. How
meny synaserues were there in Falestine before 19397
Mr. BeN GURION: I have nct the informetion.
CHalRMaN: I repeat my reque st to the public to keep
. silent. . k '
Sir abdur RAHMAN @India): bid the rresident .of the Tenth'jb

'Lionisﬁ CofﬁrGSS,'held in‘June,l931; make the follpwing speech:

F

kgl Yonly
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"Only these sufrering from gross ignorance or actuated by malice,

»

could accuse us of the cesire of establishing an independent

Jewish kingdom. The people who allege this seem, so for as theyb
are honest, to confuse sziocnism with the licssianic belief. Our
toundless love for lralestine owed its origin also to this belief,
Lbut it hes never occurred to us mcdern practical zionists to
introcuce licssianic tendencies into owr mevement',

Mr, BEN GURION: Well, the President was here just now,
1 think you should have referred to him this question.

Sir abdur ReHMaN (India): No, I did not know that
Dr. weizmann was actuelly presiding at that congress.

lr. Bul GURIGN: He was not the lresident of that
congress, So far as I know, no such stetement was made by the
Fresident who presided at the time.

Sir abDUi anHmalN (Incia): was it made by anyone else?

Mr. BuN GURION: I Go not know. You asked me if the
Fresident rnede such a statement. has far.cs I remember, the
Fresident at that congress made no such stetement.

Sir abdur RaHMsN (India): You cannot ssy whether anyone
el se mrde that statemeng? I am just trying tc be cleer in my mind
about the question, but it may have been éomeone else.

Mr. BeN GURLON: all kinds f persogs'make all kinds of
sﬁatements, and I really cannot be requested to remember everyone
of them.

 Sir abdur RaHhaN(India): apart from the Zionist's
attemnpts, have any other Jews made zttempts to gein political
sovereignty in rolestine? Have any other perscns made any attempt
to create a sovereign state in relestine? /

r, BuN GUAICN: Yes, Jews throughout histfry - before the

~ Crusades, during the Crusades. - all the Jews were exterminated in

- Fulestine., nafter that, in the time of the lurks, they made these
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because they believed that by building up they were re-establishing,
as they called it in their lengAage,\a Jewish'kinngm. We do
n.t nuw use the werd kingdom, but what they meant was a State.
There was a time when a kind .f chapter was written by one .f
the Turkish scldiers, a high .fficial in Yurkey, .n the muvemént

t.. build a part f ralestine &s a Jewish province,




- _the Syrian frontier?

- ) JW;

X

§ ok

.Perhaps twenty kilometres.

figures,

_excluded from work in Jewish colonies.
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. Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): How far is the sout heramost Jewish
colony in the Neg \f<r from the Egyptian frontler ?
~Mr. BEN GURION: I imagine it is some ten kilometres. I cannot

give you the exact figure. I do not know, although I have travelled there,
Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): And are there any Jewish colonies near

Mr. BEN QURION: Yes, there are.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) How many and how far ? Just give me the

Mr, BEN GURION: There are many Jews on the frontier. There is one
colony outside the frontier of Leb‘anon.. There is a colony where the
frontier is in the middle of the colony.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Was any:pic'keting ordinance passed legal-
izing plcketlng by the Jews of Arab labpur in 1940 or thereabouts ‘? o

sttt o st e
Mr, BEN uURION No, there was picketing at many tlmes, and there

was a time when I had the privilege of taking part in it. Then Jews were

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Was the picketing ordinance passed?

Mr. BEN GURION: Yes, the picke\’g{jz%é ordinance was passéd.

: 311' Abdur. RAHMAN (India): Was it sometime in 1940 or thereabouts 7

Mr. BEN GURION: No, before that. To what ordinance do you refer? -

Sir Apdur RAHMAN (India): The picketing ordinance,

Mr. BEN GURION: ©No, not picketing, not iu 1940, It was long before
that.

Sir fbdur RAHMAN (India): Is it possible for you to imagine that any
country in the world -~ Canada, Australia, the United States of America,
Scuth Africa or England -—- v;rill permit Jewish immigration in unlimited
numbers if they are exposed to the risk of being outnumbered?

Mr. BEN GURION: I do not feel any need to imagine such a thing., If
you mean to ask vwhy we want to come to Palestine » I have told you it is be-

/cause we are
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sause we are coming back to our cowntry. Butr I d;': not know why you want

me to imagine such g thfmg could happen except in our country. of couz;se we
do not imagine, we could not imagine, such a thing.' On the éontfary, I told
you in my opening speech that we were offered space in anocther country, iﬁ
aAfrica: we refused it on th.t account, because we did not consider it c;ur
country.:

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Do you imagine the frierdship between the
Jews ard the Arabs will increase if unlimited immigration is permitted in
Palestine ? |

Mr. BEN GURION: I imagine that when the Jews are re-established as
an independent natlon they w:Lll establlsh good relations between themselves
and their neighbours. wlthoqb iv, no, ..There will be trouble w1th the A.ra.bs :
who think they éould do with the Jews what the Europeans did with them.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Have the relat jons bétween Arabs and Jews
been very strained since the Mandate?

Mr, BEN GURION: As I said, relations between individual Jews and
individual Arabs were often very good -~ in Turkish times, and fhey‘aré very
good now, but political relstions between Avab communities and Jewish com-
munities are not; so good, and this is bbecause‘ they ‘have been brought into
opposition,

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India):- Who was in possession and occﬁpation of
Palestine as it is known tod»ay before the Israelites?

Mr. BEN GURION: There were a large number of people who came here —=-
there are many names. ‘ H ‘

CHATRMAN: Before whom?

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Before the israelitéé.

Mr. BEN GURION: The names are supplied in our Bible.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): A1l of them have died out?

Mr, BEN GURION: Yes, ‘all of 'ther'ri’.._

Sir ‘fbdur RAMMAN (India): ALl of them and their descendents have died

out?

v

+Mr. BEN GURION: Yes, they disappeared. = . “

o
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. Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): And the ‘fellaheen who exist i} Pelestine
. Mr. BEN GURIQN: I do not think 0.
- Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India.)- Do' you know that Abraham had two wives -
at least two w:ures with whom we are concerned - Hagar and Sarah Saiah

was the flrst and Hagar was the second. Ishmael was the son of Hagar;

Isaac was the son of Sarah. IS that correct ?’

’

Mr. BEN GUHICN: Yes.
Sir ,‘_’cdwr BAHMAN (India): Now it.was predicted in the Biblc - when
I refer to the Bihle I mean the 0ld Testament, I do not refer to the New

Testament ot all - it was predicted in the 0ld Testament that twelve tribes

would spring from Israel.

Mr. BEN GURION: No, it is not true.

.

' CHAIRMAN: Sir Abdur, will you please direct your questions this way ?

Mr, BEN GURION: It is said in the Bible, with regard to these two K

‘children, that to "Isaac and the seed of Isaac I will give this land".

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) When did the Jews leave Palestine?

Mr. BEN GURION: They never left it.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): They mave always been here?

‘Mr. BEN GURION: Yes, except in the period of the Crusades, when allvrw

J ews were ent irely extermin_at ed,

Slr Abdur RAI-IMAN {(India): When was that? ’

Mr BEN GURION You know 1t was the 10th, 1lth and 12th centur:.es.

S:Lr Abdur RAHMAN (India): How many Jews - did Titus deal very
cruelly w:.th the Jews \ |

Mr BEN GURI ON: You can rely only on the hnstorlcal documents wh:Lch

are there. I mean that he was cruel. He destroyed the Temple, expellc
: : o

‘their leaders, put them to death in circuses in Rome, sold them as slaves.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): And that also was first-century AD?

o

Mr. BEN GURION: Yes, but he did not expel all the Jews - 130 years |

- ..after that the f\Jews made war on the Romans ,.anq 600,000 Jews, according to

/the Apostles,
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t.h'e' Apostles, were killed by the Roman legions.

Sir Abdw RAHMAN (India): When was that ?

Mr, BEN GURION: That was 130 A.D.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Coming now to more mundane matters, can
you give me an idea as to how much of the budget is being spént ~ I do not
want the actual figure, if you will only refer me to the Aidministration

Report - I only wanted to have an idea from you how much in proportion to

the whole incowme was being spent on vublic gs(’:’urity ?
: / S e

Mr. BEN GURION: I will refer you to the Report, and I refer you to
our witneéses, Mr. Horowitz and Mr. Bernstein. .

CHAIRMAN: We will reserve questions on the economic matters for the
hearing of Mr. Horowitz and Mr. Bernstein,

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Now one thing more. I am giving you a list

of the Arab villages which I am told were wiped out, and I ask you whether

this is correct or not: Shatta, Afuleh, Jeidah, Tabtoon, Jinjar, Mejdel,

Jisr al-Majme, Tel Adas, Jallood, Sasafeh, Tel Esh-Shamaam, Al-Hartiya,
Sheikh Breil, Hrief, Defna, Khan ed-Ducr, Madekhel, Khayyan al-Walid,

Cofarta, Jadra, Kirdana, etc. Have theseiwmb vi];ag'és been erased? Do they

I’,

exist now as \rab villages?

Mr., BEN GURION: I am grateful to those who gave you this mmterial,
that you gave us the opportunity to speak about that. I wat, nctonly your-
self, tut the whole Committee to know about it. One of our witnesses will
tell vou the whole story of it, and ﬁot merely in a way of "ves or no" as you
require, | |

Sir Abdur RAHMAY (India): You give me the information later on.

Mr. BEN GURION: You will get the information later on, and I am very

grateful that you raised the question.
As
Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): 'When-these statements were made by Jews
ot €1 Aralhs o He condrary, .
that no Arabs had been d%@p’iacedé I wanted to verify it and to verify this.

v
N

Mr, BEN GURION: It is your job to do that.

CHAIRMAN: Will you please go on,

P m——_—_——— S /Sir Abdur RAHMAN
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‘Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Now it it correct that, ix}x spite of the
restrictive measures, the Jews have been actually acquiring lands from the
Arabs ?

Mr, BEN GURION: Yles, in a restrictive way. It is correct, for the
last few ye since 1939,

Sir \bdur RAHMAN {India): Will you kindly give me all the figres on
the division of lands acauired in breach of the regulations ? |

Mr. BEN GURION: }a:ﬂ sorry, we could not discuss them. It was not.
in breach of the regu]\_g%icns. Tt was in accordance with these regulations,
You will get all these figures for gll these years from 1939 until the
present momert . It is a pity these regulations could not ha.vé been dropped;
it was in accordance with the 1‘egul=1tions..

CHATRMAN: Have you more questlons on the political issue 7

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): YesA. Do you think that politically there

is room in this country both for the Arabs and unlimited number of dJews ?

Mr. BEN GURICN: First of all, there is no such thing as unlimited
number of Jews, There is a limited number of Jews‘. )

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Unlimited number of immigrants, then?

Mr, BEN URION: Thevare limited, I believe - and I am convirnced;
it is not a matter of belief -.that for the last 40 years I have done nothing
but study this problem because it is a matter of life and déath for me and
my peonle. I say it is a conviction, and not merely a belief, that there is
room in this country for everv inhabitant in Palestine who is here already,
whether Jew, Christian, Armenian, Arab, Moslem or any other, and several
millions of Jews to come in. I am not able to fix the exact number, because
this denends on a number of factors, mostly on the degree of development, and
the degree of autﬁorit_v to have such a development.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): I hope you rermembered my question. I am
not talking economically, but politically. . .

Mr.‘ BEN GURION: Then I do not understand quite what you mean. You

ask me about room; that is, whether there is room, and that is an economic

/question
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question, but if you ask me about it politically, then it is no question at

all. Politically, for instance, I can imagine a vast territory where not a

.

single Jew can enter, although there are milljons of square miles of land,

.

They are twe different . questions, and politics has nothing to do with room,
Sir tbdur RAHMAN (India): As a matter of information, were exports
of various commodities -shipped from Palestine in 1920 or thereabouts ?
CHAIRMAN: Is not that also in the economic domain?
Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): It was a question perﬁaining to economics,'
and T will leave it. I am leaving out all the economic questions.
CHAIRMAN: Are there any more questions on the political issues?
Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): No.

CHAIRMAN: Then I think we shall have to adjourn and thank you very

much. T

‘

Mr, BEN GURION: Everyone has finished with me?

CHATRMAN: .We will continue at a later hearing to question Mr. Horowitz

and his colleagues.
Mr. BEN GURION: I mean thath all the political side is finished?
CHAIRMAN « I might put some questions, and thap-is the same question

that we put to Dr. Weizmann. What about a federgl//;ate ? I do not imply

by that that we are specially interested in a federsl state. We just want
to explore the vosibilities. |

Mr, BEN GURION: I am ready to answer that now if you want .

We will not consider any settlemernt which excludes complete inde-
penderce and equality as a nation with Arabs in this country. - If in any wey
a settlement is made where we are not in a nation, and which would deprive
us of equality as a nation, we will have to be against it, because we con-
sider two things as vital for our very existence and our human dignity, the
belief that the Jew has self-respect as a people and as human beinés, and

these two vital issues are these: one, the rnght of the Jew who ".'LS unhappy,

R T A

uncomfortable oppressed \dlscrlmlnels ed against - or for any other reason
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cannot stay where he is and there is economically a place in Palestine for

Saimb<that
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him - that he should have a right to come and settle here; and the second

is that the Jéwi-sh people as a whole, ip their own country, should have the
same status as any free people in the warld. If the world will gholish
separate sovereignties, we will bless it, b ecause if the humah family were
to be one, even then the world cé:nnot. abolish self-government - but what:ver
regime there will be in the world for any other free nation, we claim for our
people -~ not "less and not more, We will be against any discrimination against
the Jewish people, but if you will ensure oﬁr inderendence and equality as a
nation, which also includes Membership of the United Nations, for the wel-
fare of those who are in the cou(é’:ry and for the welfare of ouf neighbours,
|3'_t will be necess’ary - we believe that it will be necessary - that the
Jewish state, and I told yoﬁ yesterday what we mean by Jewish spate - a
o

state where Jews are in the majority and are all equal - that such a state
should co-operate with the neighbou.ring states. We are the first to welcome
it, even if that co-operation will not limit itself merely to economic,
social and cultuwral matters. |

If our neighbours are willing to cooperate politically as a regional
organization » we will welcome it, and ties will be created between these armd
the neiglbouring states, as agreed upon between them freely, and as desired
by the United Nai;ions. This xﬁay be the main consideration, but the condition
is we should be an equal partner and thnt we should have mutual interest which |
should be desired by the United Nations. )

So an independent Jewish state does not exclude it being part of a |
larger Jewry, the cooperation either of sympathetic states or Middle, East
states or any other foreign states. It doés not exclude, It is poséible

]

that what we need is this cooveration, essential for our really endless work,

CHAIRMAN: Do vou give preference to g feder'él state or a partition
~scheme ? ‘

Mr. BEN GURION: We want to have a state of our own, and that state
can be Afederate if the other state or states is or.are willing to do so in

the mutual interest, on condition that our state is in its own right a Member

/of the United




‘ A/AC.G3/R.Y, 21
¢ : Page 61
of tﬁe Uriited Nations.
. (iHAIRMAN: One other question which has not been raised before. Do

you think the Holy Places would require a' special arrangemenﬁ foi' Jerusalem ?

Mr. BEN GURION: Absolutely, Not only in Jerusalem; all the Holy ‘
Places should be so safeguarded intermt;ionally that the religions who have

é.special interest in those Holy Pl;,d‘és should have free and unfettered access
. g

<

to them and, as far as possible, the custody should be placed in their hands.
I cannot go further because I know what trowble it may make among Christian
communities, but this ought to be left to a higher anthority. But certainly

* " there must be international guarantees for the freedom and sacredness of all

1l

the Holy Places in Palestine,
CHATRMAN: Do you think trusteeship or something of that kind with

regard to Jerusalem would be necessary ?

¢

Mr. BEN GURION: No, the question of the Holy Places is really a

¢

mixup. The Holy Places are only a few olaces in Jerusalem. They are not

Jerusalem., Theyare in the 0ld City also because there are differences of

views, but that isnot a matter for here, 3But you should not identify the '

Holy Places in Jerusalem with any other city in Palestine. They are in
o et .

e

certain places. There is a Holy Flace in Betmff_}f;m for the Cnhristians.

There is a Holy Place in Nazareth. There are Holy Places for Jews, Christians

an>d Moslems in J crgsqlem Here in Jerusalem "Holy Placés" mearns only a
certain spot of Jerusalem, but Jerusalem itself is not a part{ of those Holy
Places, and therefore for the safepu-rding of those places you ought not to |
include '

Jerusalem as a whole, outside of the Holy Flaces,

Mr. GARCIA SALAZAR (Peru): I-do not know whether the point I am
going to raise has been raised already. I sincerely believe that the Je»x{ish
peovle wish to live peacefully with the Aprab peovle and to cc;opérate with them

"~ for the common gflood, but the situation in Palestine does not seem toc be

leading that way. Both peoples seem to be leadii%&iipaxfiﬁﬁ 1ives._ Iri'-a‘
normal life there are towns like Tel-_.‘viv,: for the' Jewish,' or Gaza, or Hébfon, T

which are ohly Arab in populatioh Ali of these are either wholly Jewish or s

/wholly Arab,
M
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wholly Arab, The schools too are separete. There is a schoql for Jewish
_ children and a school for Apab children. There are seprate technical .

schools for both of them, and even the University is pract’.cally a Jewish

—r—

University, In industry, Jewish industry employes Jewish labour, and Arab
industry employs Arab labour., Even the trade unions are separate. Do you

and more
not think that this physical and spiritual seraration is making more/difficult

cooperation in the future, the cooperation that you want and that everybody

wants 7

¢

Mr. BEN GURION: I think what you mention;ad is a fact, and a very
important fact, in the life of ‘this country -- that there is 3 separation or,
'T might say, a distinctness in economic life, in hsbitation, in culture, in
'schoois, as yvou cnumerated. It is true. But I ‘do not think this precludes

" future cgoneration between -Jews and Arabs, just as I do not believe that be-
cause '};Z_ngland and France have a distinct economy, language, and tradition,
they canno’p cooperate. And although they quarreled - for many centuries
they regarded each other as their main enemy - since, I believe, 1940 there
has been a very strong and growing cooperation between these two countries,
So the fact that psople are living separately and distfinctly must not pre~

clude cooperation. On the contrary; we see the opposite phenomenas peoples

stmarp FRREEET T AT

/ having the same language and the same state of culture qua’rreling among them-

selves and fighting each other. It does not follow necessarily that people,

™
-'-f//in order to cooperate, must use the same lmguage; it dees not follow necessa-

~ 'rily that people using the same language cannot quarrel and make wars against

themselves.

There are deep reasons why the Jews had to build new villages and towns.
There were two min reasons. I am afraid I may enter into a ‘rather long ex-
‘planation; which I would not care to do at this late hour.

One reason was that they did not want to take away anything from the
peovle who are here  Secondly, they could iczt live on the same level. But
this does not mean that the Jew living in his villaléew and épéakihg Hebrew,
and the Arab livir_lg in his village and speaking Arabic, cannot cooperate in

/having the same

R
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having the same conditions, to mard against thieves, against' plagues,
against all other things. And there are cases of such cooperati'on.' But this
is on a small scale., %e are convinced that as soon as the Jews are equaiized
on the plane of statehood, pertaps not in one single day, but owing to the
necessity of both peoples and the two established facts, there will be co-
operation between them in spite of the fact that they live their own lives.
They live their Jewish life, and they live their Ar-b life. We do not see
any difficulty in cooperating because of that.

Mpr. SNTEZAM (Iran) (Interpretation from French): I have oniy ohe \
question, but before I put it to Mr. Ben Gurion, I should like to tell him
that I was very much touched by his allusion to the Emperor of Persia and
it was at that time Persia who rendered a service to the people of Israel,

The question I have is as follows. As I see it, Mr.Ben Gurjon admits
©o only one solution, and that is an independent state of Palestine. It is
aquite evident that on that point Mr. Ben Gurion ard the irabs are in full
agreement. Both want an indevendent state, and both want a democratic
state. I insist on the words "demecracy" and -"demcc ratic state" because,
in the first place, it is a fashionable and popular exuression at present, s
and also because it means rule ;c>y the majority. The only .diff‘eren;:e
between the Arabs and the Jewish people on this point is that the Arabs say
"establish that independent state ncw"; whereas the Jewish people say "don't
do it now, but wait until we have a majority in the country.."

If we admit that Palestine is a special case and might need special
treatment, can we at the same time accept under the question of delay the
orincivle of W? It seems to me that it is difficult to
admit at the same time that you must delay until an independent state is
established and also admit the principle of self-determination. This is
the question I have.

Mp. BEN GURION: I want first of all to tell the represemtative of
Iran that while we have to forget, and we do forget, all the evils done to us,.
we never forget the good things which have been done to us, an;i it is not |

/only in relation




the rnost temnorarv rel at:.ons as between the J ew1sh people and the great

L : ‘ :

eiire which was on the border of Palestine. :
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v ‘ As to the questicn of the representative of Iran, it

really rgises the wh;le issue. But I want first .f all to say
that it is n.t quite the same thing, even assuming that we talk
abuut & demccratic state, We cunceive a demccratic state as a
state where cll citizens are absclutely - here 1 can use‘the word
tabsulute because either it is equality or it is not; you cannct
have equality of 99 persuns because then it is discriminaticn -
equal, whatever they are: Jews, arabs, l.slems, or any cher
nati.nality cr religicn; while the state required by the srabs,

as expressued officially by the nrab delegaticn and by the arap
Leagus is c¢ne in which they want tc have .ne discriminaticn -
against the Jews, that they shoula not be free as eqdai citizens

tc settle; not the Jews ocutside Pelestine, but the Jews whu will

be citizens in a so-called cem.cratic ralestine state should n;t

be able t. settle wherever they like. So¢ it is not quite the same,
from the beginning they want to build a state on racial discrimina-
ticn., Bbut this is the reel issue, 1t is n.t a guesti.n merely of
time., They want it now, and we want it after = certain peri.d.
Formelly, it may lo.k su, but I think it weuld be unfeir on my

side t¢ make the whule question nerely o questi;n of time, to say
we also want tc have a cemucratic states, but nct aw - alfter =
certaln number of years, L1t is quite a different thing. What we.
say is that here we Jdews auc we Jewish people have a state anu

have a right, nNo¢ stave, nc political regime can be created in
accirdance with justice, with history, anc with internaticnal law
which reccgnizes this Jewish state cnd this Jewish right, which
will precluce the realigzaticn of cur right. sand cur right ccnsists
of two things: cur right t¢ immigrete intc lalestine as our right,
net as a Jew immigrating to nmerica., ‘when I immigratec intc
hmerica, ameriga was free. I myself was expelled by the Turks from
Falestine and went to mmeric. without a pesspurt ~ I had not gct a

passport because all my papers were taken from me. I came to america §

/in’
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in 1915; iven then the Jews, or any cther perséns from Europe,
could lmmigrate freely intc smerica, They did not immigrate as of \
a right bec&ﬁse America cQuld say, yes you are free ta\immigrate,

Cr anerica could say, no. There was time when she said yes, and
there was a time when she salu no. But the Frenchh Government,

cr the Lnblish Government, or the fersian Government cannot say

to a rersian or rrench netiocnel you have no right to cocme back

as. of right. This is cur right in this ccuntry, and in this

ccuntry cnly. I 2m giving you our view, which I believe is the

view Qf internaticnal law anc of human conscience, us far as we knew
it until now, This is cur right, and We say it will be wrong to

" create such political conditions that will rcb us of our right.

This is done in meny countries. I will give you an example,

%“althoubh it is not quite the same. . =

R R

: | In the‘U1strlct of Culumbia in the United Suates there are
@people living - and there are over a million, more than the number
of Jews in ralestine - and they ha&e no right gf self-determination,
They have not the right which every american has in every americen
State to elect their own Gevernor. They were deprived Ffor & more
~genercl reascn. This is the centr :1 place which belongs to all

the forty-cight States in nmerice, en’ because they have the
“grivilege of living there they have nct the right which the citizen
of'Ohio, cr of Minnesuta, or of any other sState hes. So it is not
always absoluté.

when there is an ¢ver-riding right which may displace that

right of self-determinaticn no country will recognize - neither

Persia nor Ffrance - the right of self-determinqtion, let us say, of
bne\pf their dependentf to be independent, There are certain
rights of self-determination, and when I say the right of the Jew to
come back to his country and the right of cur peuple to be here os

equal pertnérs in the worlda femily, it is an over-riuing right

which applies to Falestine, and therefore no regime -- not only ‘ ‘.ii
S ‘ . — /o N - Y.
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* an arab State - should be created - even no trusteechip, nc mandate
shﬁuld be crected - which will make that right impossible of

* penlisaticn.  This is why we oppwse it. It is not a matter of
time only, but given sufticient framevwork, it can be safeguurded
only if there is inuependence and the Jews are in the majority.
Then the Jew will be able to cceme back if he is persecuted. I am
not naming any country - let us say rutegonia - but if he is in
danger of being murdered cr persecuted there he will be able to
come back 1f there is a place fecr him because the majerity will see
to it. and the Jewish pecple as.a whole - not every Jew - will
enjoy the same status as any cther people., This is the crucial
point, &and nct the rmatter of time.

Mr. LISICKY (Czechuslcvakia): 1 presume that bir. Ben Gurion
hes listened to the statement of Dr. weizmann, which was ackncwledged §
with enthusiastic applause by the public. This statement favours |
a partiticn of ltalcstine inte two states. I should like to hear
the cpinicn of lir. Ben Gurion on this scheme - not his personal
opinion because it is mere or less kncown, but the opinibn-of the
dewish .poency. 1 am not esking fcer an imsediate answer., 1 should
prefer very much & considerea copinion of the Jewish agency after
deliberation., Iif I nuy ask, L shoulu like tc see included in this
ccnsiavred opinion the point of view of the Jewi;h agency cn the
pessible federaic scheme of these twu states - a Jewish otute and
an arab State - in ralestine after the partition. T do not mean any‘
rigid federaticn, but rether 2 surt of loose confederaticn, a sort
in which the independent cheracter of the Jewish State should be
completely set fourth., 1 put the questicn, but I am not asking
for an immediate answer.

Mr, BulN GURION: I will make two remarks on that.

Une is thot Dr, wcizm@ﬁh is thought so well of by the Jewishsﬁ
reople anc occupies such 2 place in cur history and among us that
he is entitled to¢ spesk for himseif without any public mancate. You

h

/heard
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heard his views. I also had the pleasure of listening to them.,

48 you do not insist on my giving you the answer how about the
scheme of pertition, I will not do it, but 1 will tell you what
- we told the Gevernment last year and this year that while we
believe anu request that our right, at least to the Western
part' of Falestine shousc be granted in full anc western rales-
tine be maue a Jewish State, we believe it is pessible. We
have a right to it, but we are willing to consider an offer of
a Jdewish State in an area which means less than the whole of
Felesrine., VWe will consider it. Bup I am #1lod you do not

5

want me tc give a complets scheme.

' Un the questicen of federdtion I made it clear before
that it depends really on what you mean by the word "federation™,
when you say “federate state”, you mean that the Jewish State
would be an independent state., I will give you'an exanple,
in australiea, lcr instance., although .ustralia belongs to the
Conmionwealth of_mgtiuns; nustralia is inuependent. when wngland
makes war, australia may rem in neutral; and when nustralia
makes war wsnglanc need not make war. 1t hes its own representa-
tion wnd its own repressntative, although it is tied up with
a larger proup in a free commonwealth.

If ycu mean that the Jewish state should be federated
with otherbstates while remaining en indepencent state with
Membership, then we are perfectly willing. In fact, we wculd
welcome it if this were for the benefit of all the peoples in
this regicn ane if this were the desire of the United Nations.
Bt if you mean that there would be a federate state as, let
us say in the United States where there are forty-eight States -
New York is a State, but really it is one btate; the United
blates is as much & single Stats as France, or as the United
Kingdom, although there is wales and ovcotland and wngland., If
you rean the Jewish State should be a pert ¢f a federate state

as hew York is a pert of the United States, that is & denial of

y : . - » ' , by " . ___Z_’;hn_e‘_—-ﬂ-‘
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the Jewish State and Jewish independence We would be against

this. ouch a scheme &s this means not a Jewish state.
hr. LISICKY (Uzechoslovakia): 1 think you did nct hear
when I spoke about a lcose confederation.
Mr, BaN GURION: I say we will be reacy to enter not a
loose federation, but a much closer federation with free and
equal status-as a free anc equal people, whether confederate
or federa{;. This does not preclucde the federation of a Jewish
State with some of the neiphbouring states.
ChHnIRimaN: Lues anyone else wish to ask a question? 1f
not we shall have to adjourn the hearing until tomurrow at 9:00 a.m.

Mr, BsN GURIUN: Will you 2llow me before I leave to ex-

press my gratitude for ycur patience and your kindness - everyone
cf you - in asking your questiuns anc listening to my answers.

| TR TG R T s BT T e

I know you want thu truth eny, as f" as I and ny collengues
can, we want to help you, and l am grateful fur your patience
and your klnuness.

Chalittul: Wwe thank you, lr. Ben Gurion. The members of

the Committeec will now retire to a private meeting.

(The meeting adjourned at 1:25 pem.)
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