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Committee on the Exercise of the I nalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People

Draft programme of work for 2012

|. Mandate of the Committee

1. The mandate of the Committee on the Exercisthefinalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People for 2012 is contained in Gené&sdembly resolutions 66/14,
66/15 and 66/16.

2. Inits resolution 66/14, entitled “Committee tite Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People”, the General Addy expressed its appreciation
to the Committee on the Exercise of the Inaliendbights of the Palestinian People
for its efforts in performing the tasks assignedttby the Assembly and took note
of its annual report (A/66/35), including the comsilons and valuable

recommendations contained in chapter VII thereefjuested it to continue to exert
all efforts to promote the realization of the imalable rights of the Palestinian
people, including their right to self-determinatjdo support the Middle East peace
process for the achievement of the two-State sotutin the basis of the pre-1967
borders and the just resolution of all final staissues and to mobilize international
support for and assistance to the Palestinian geapt authorized it to make such
adjustments in its approved programme of work asight consider appropriate and
necessary in the light of developments and to refla@reon to the Assembly at its
sixty-seventh session and thereafter. It also retpgethe Committee to continue to
keep under review the situation relating to the sjios of Palestine and to report
and make suggestions to the Assembly, the Secw@iyncil or the Secretary-

General, as appropriate. It requested the Committeecontinue to extend its

cooperation and support to Palestinian and otheit sbciety organizations and to
continue to involve additional civil society orgaations and parliamentarians in its
work in order to mobilize international solidarignd support for the Palestinian
people, particularly during this critical period pblitical instability, humanitarian

hardship and financial crisis, with the overall ahpromoting the achievement by
the Palestinian people of its inalienable rightsd am just, lasting and peaceful
settlement of the question of Palestine, the cdréhe Arab-Israeli conflict, on the

basis of the relevant United Nations resolutiortee Madrid terms of reference,
including the principle of land for peace, the ArBbace Initiative and the Quartet
road map. The Assembly invited all Governments anghnizations to extend their
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cooperation to the Committee in the performanceiteftasks and requested the
Secretary-General to continue to provide the Corenitwith all the necessary
facilities in this regard.

3. In its resolution 66/15, entitled “Division foPalestinian Rights of the
Secretariat”, the General Assembly requested thae$ary-General to continue to
provide the Division with the necessary resourced # ensure that it continues to
carry out its programme of work as detailed in tleéevant earlier resolutions, in
consultation with the Committee and under its gaita It requested the Division to
continue to monitor developments relevant to thesjion of Palestine, organize
international meetings and conferences in variagians with the participation of
all sectors of the international community, liaised cooperate with civil society
and parliamentarians, develop and expand the “Qumesif Palestine” website and
the documents collection of the United Nations hnfation System on the Question
of Palestine (UNISPAL), prepare and widely dissemtén publications and
information materials on various aspects of thesgiom of Palestine and develop
and enhance the annual training programme for sifathe Palestinian Authority in
contribution to Palestinian capacity-building etfar The Assembly also requested
the Division, as part of the observance of the imad¢ional Day of Solidarity with
the Palestinian People on 29 November, to contiouerganize, under the guidance
of the Committee, an annual exhibit on Palestiniaghts or a cultural event in
cooperation with the Permanent Observer MissioRalEstine to the United Nations
and encouraged Member States to continue to gigenikdest support and publicity
to the observance of the Day of Solidarity.

4. In its resolution 66/16, entitled “Special infoation programme on the
guestion of Palestine of the Department of Pubtifotmation of the Secretariat”,
the General Assembly requested the Department, il €ooperation and
coordination with the Committee, to continue, witte necessary flexibility as may
be required by developments affecting the questafnPalestine, its special
information programme for the biennium 2011-2012d aoutlined a number of
specific activities to be carried out under thegraamme.

5.  The Committee has reviewed the various aspettisoown programme of
work and that of the Division for Palestinian Rightas well as of the mandates
governing them. It will continue to make adjustneenh this programme in the
course of 2012 in order to enhance its responsisgme developments in the peace
process and the situation on the ground, as wetbascrease its effectiveness in
promoting the exercise by the Palestinian peoplisoihalienable rights.

Thesituation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem

6. The volatile situation in the Occupied PalestmiTerritory, including East
Jerusalem, and the lack of substantive progresghia political process have
remained a cause for serious concern. The Goverhmiihsrael has ignored the
international community’s repeated calls for a céet@ cessation of settlement
activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territonycluding East Jerusalem, which are
illegal under international humanitarian law, caonge a major obstruction to the
efforts to resume the peace process towards acimieneof a comprehensive, just
and lasting settlement of the question of Palestamel seriously threaten the
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viability of the two-State solution as the basisr feuch a peace settlement.
Thousands of additional settlement units have bapproved for construction,
mostly in and around East Jerusalem, includingfitts¢ new Jerusalem settlement in
decades, “Givat Hamatos”. Reports by the Office five Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs and the Israeli organizatiomae Now, which monitors Israeli
settlement activities in the Occupied Palestiniagrrifory, indicate an alarming
increase and intensity in settlement activitie@11, surpassing previous records in
this regard.

7. On 31 October 2011, the General Conference o thnited Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural OrganizatioNESCO) voted to admit
Palestine as a Member State. That was followedhbydeliberate undertaking by the
Government of Israel of a series of punitive stapsluding a further acceleration of
settlement construction and the illegal seizuretaf revenues of the Palestinian
Authority, later reversed in the face of intenseéernational pressure. As before,
settlement construction has often been accompabiedemolition of Palestinian
properties, particularly in Occupied East Jerusaderd the Jordan Valley. Following
the Security Council monthly briefing of 20 Decemt2911 on the situation in the
Middle East, including the Palestinian question,smof the Council members and
regional groups publicly and forcefully voiced theiffrustration with and
condemnation of the ongoing Israeli settlement caigwp, the demolition of
Palestinian property and the damage these illegdioas were causing to the
prospects for achieving the two-State solution loa bhasis of the pre-1967 borders.

8. Having monitored the situation closely, the Coitte® reiterates that all
settlement construction, including the so-calledttimal growth”, is illegal and must
be halted immediately. It is recognized by all, lwithe exception of Israel, the
occupying Power, that settlements in the OccupiedstWBank, including in
Occupied East Jerusalem, are illegal under intéwnat law, that they violate
numerous relevant resolutions of the Security Cduacd the General Assembly,
and that they contravene Israel’s obligations untther road map. The Committee’s
position is that, in addition to being illegal, 8eiment construction undermines trust
between the two sides and obstructs the prospectshe resumption of credible
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations on all permaneatus issues. The objective of these
negotiations is to end the Israeli occupation ofBtnian land since 1967; however,
the continued expansion of existing settlements &mel construction of new
settlements make this goal increasingly unattaimabloreover, the settlements fuel
tension, perpetuate conflict, lead to violence —piarticular by extremist Israeli
settlers — and undermine efforts at establishingpatiguous, viable, independent
State of Palestine that will live in peace and s#guwvith Israel on the basis of the
pre-1967 borders.

9. The Committee has been greatly concerned byd#teriorating situation in
and around Occupied East Jerusalem. The occupyimgPhas carried on its illegal
actions in the Holy City, including house demolit®y land confiscation, settlement
expansion, residency rights revocations, provoeatactivities at holy sites and
deportations of Palestinian residents. Described &game changer” by the Israeli
organization Peace Now, the new settlement of “Gidamatos” will result in the
severing of East Jerusalem from the rest of theupimd West Bank, with ominous
implications for the prospects of the two-State usioin. The international
community does not recognize Israel's unilaterahimls to the entire city of
Jerusalem and continues to reject and deem illegi Israel’s annexation of East
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Jerusalem. East Jerusalem remains an integral gfathe Palestinian Territory
occupied by lIsrael since 1967. All actions takenlbsael that alter or purport to
alter the demographic composition, character aatustof the city are null and void
and illegal under international law. The status tfe City is clearly and
unequivocally outlined and addressed in resolutiohghe Security Council and
General Assembly, and the occupying Power must ealiig and respect them.
Israel’s illegal actions have prevented any tangilbphprovements of the situation in
the entire Occupied Territory, continuing to rateasions and casting serious doubts
on the real intentions of the Israeli leadershiphwiegard to its stated interest in the
negotiations on a permanent settlement.

10. In addition to the persistent expansion oflsatents, Israeli military raids in
the Occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalesuupalmost daily. Palestinians
have been killed and hundreds of others injuredroested as a result. The number
of Palestinians arrested and interrogated by Isaaghorities, including children, is
on the rise. House demolitions in Area C in the WBank continue, displacing
Palestinians at a rate double that of 2010. Pdeity worrying are the recent
displacements from the area slated for the devetopmof the so-called E1
settlement corridor, which when completed will degt the prospects for a
contiguous Palestinian State. Settler violence adwbtruction of Palestinian
properties also remain a cause for serious concgrimes by settlers, including the
uprooting of thousands of olive trees belongingPalestinians, vandalism, theft,
arson, the desecration of cemeteries and placegooship and the harassment and
intimidation of Palestinians, increased by 40 pentcin 2011 and often seem to be
tolerated by the Israeli authorities, who continydail to hold settlers accountable
for their crimes and violence against Palestiniaslians and properties.

11. The Committee also remains deeply concerneditat®e critical situation in
the Gaza Strip, particularly as a result of Isrm@hgoing imposition of a blockade,
which continues to negatively affect social and remmic conditions, impede
recovery of the economy and obstruct reconstructibhe Committee notes the
limited approval by the Government of Israel of #wtry into Gaza of construction
materials for United Nations projects, though itgiossly inadequate compared to
the reconstruction needs. The Committee maintalirad tomprehensive measures
need to be taken to restore and revitalize the Gazaomy. It is imperative to
embark without delay on the process of recovery ardonstruction of the
thousands of homes, schools and hospitals destragddiamaged during the Israeli
military offensive against Gaza of December 2008adouary 2009. The isolation of
the Gaza Strip from the rest of the Palestiniarrif@y and from the international
community has to be lifted with the regular andtaused reopening of the border
crossings for the movement of both persons and goblde Committee is concerned
in this regard by the demolition by Israel of tharKi (Al Muntar) crossing, leaving
Gaza completely dependent on the sole commerciassing still functioning.
Concrete steps must be taken to restore normal cenimn activity. Israel, the
occupying Power, is obliged to create the necessaoyditions, including
reparations for reconstruction of civil structuréestroyed during the war, in
accordance with Security Council resolution 186@(J0%2). The Committee again
emphasizes the critical importance of internatiomnor assistance for the
functioning of the Palestinian institutions at thisne of crisis. It urges the
international donor community to continue providiagsistance and to address the
humanitarian and economic situation in the Gazgts a matter of urgency.
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12. The Committee condemns extrajudicial killingsRalestinians by the Israeli
military, which often cause civilian casualties.aliso denounces rocket attacks on
Israel and calls for the cessation of these ad#igiby Palestinian armed groups. The
Committee reiterates that international law, inéhglinternational humanitarian and
human rights law, must be respected by all partiesthis regard, the Committee
appeals to all the High Contracting Parties to Floerth Geneva Convention to fulfil
their obligations in accordance with common artide which obliges them to
respect and to ensure respect for the Conventiallioircumstances, by convening
a conference of the High Contracting Parties tcedatne measures to enforce the
Convention in the Occupied Palestinian Territongluding East Jerusalem.

13. The Committee strongly supports and calls foe tresumption of the
permanent status negotiations between the Israwlithe Palestinian sides on the
basis of the relevant United Nations resolutiortee Madrid terms of reference,
including the principle of land for peace, the ArBbace Initiative and the Quartet
road map. The continued support by the internaticmemmunity is crucial for
moving forward the Israeli-Palestinian negotiatiaos all permanent status issues.
The Committee, therefore, welcomes the series qfleFatory meetings held in
Amman between the Israeli, Palestinian and Quamne&bys, facilitated by Jordan, in
line with the Quartet initiative of 23 Septemberl2Q0 and hopes that they will pave
the way for the resumption of substantive peaceotiajons conducted in good
faith. That would require a genuine commitment bg Government of Israel to the
two-State solution based on the 1967 borders, anitstroad map obligations. First
and foremost, Israel should stop any expansiorettfesnents, which are illegal and
directly contradict the objectives of the peacegass. Those basic steps should be
buttressed by appreciable improvements to the s@nan the ground. Israel should
put an end to the crimes perpetrated by its sattégyainst Palestinians, the violent
repression of peaceful Palestinian protestors, rttitary raids into areas under
Palestinian control and the arrest and imprisonmanPalestinian civilians. Israel
should roll back other measures of the occupatsuth as the Gaza blockade and
the system of roadblocks and checkpoints. Moreowsile the Palestinian side has
presented its comprehensive proposals on bordetssaourity, as called for by the
Quartet, the Committee notes that, as of the timereparation of the present
document, Israel had yet to demonstrate its godd fa this regard.

14. The Committee remains strongly opposed to tlegal construction of the
wall in the West Bank, including in and around Edstrusalem, and finds this
activity incompatible with negotiations on the pement settlement aimed at
achieving the two-State solution. In this regatte Committee calls for full respect
of the 9 July 2004 advisory opinion of the Inteinatl Court of Justice and the
relevant United Nations resolutions and for thd fidssation of the construction of
the wall, which has caused vast socio-economic dgmand the displacement of
thousands of Palestinians and is severely obstrgctieedom of movement and
impairing territorial contiguity and integrity.

15. While welcoming the release of more than 1,8@0estinian prisoners under
the prisoner exchange agreement facilitated by Egyipe Committee remains
concerned about the plight of the thousands oftiali prisoners still remaining in
Israeli detention and the ongoing arrest by Israél more Palestinians. The
Committee is of the view that Israel must reledsenediately and unconditionally,
all remaining Palestinian prisoners, including dnéin, women and imprisoned
members of the Palestinian Legislative Council. T®@mmittee also stresses the
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need for Israel, the occupying Power, to ceasenalhsures of collective punishment
of the Palestinian people, which it has been impgsin direct contravention of

international law. Given the importance of the prisers in the context of the

peaceful settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian Gonfthe Committee intends to

dedicate an international meeting in 2012 to thguésin order to further raise

awareness of the situation of Palestinian politiggkoners, strengthen the support
of the international community for their speedy emde and reintegration and
identify ways in which the judicial mechanisms bdketUnited Nations can be more
effectively used to clarify their legal status aalteviate their plight.

16. The Committee maintains its position that theotrcause of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict is the illegal Israeli occujpatt of the Palestinian Territory. The
occupation must end without conditions, which slioallow the Palestinian people
to achieve the independence of the State of Pakesth all the Palestinian territory
occupied in 1967, including East Jerusalem, andx@rcise their inalienable rights,
including the right to self-determination. The Coittee is of the view that the two-

State solution should be based on Security Courgsblutions 242 (1967), 338
(1973), 1397 (2002), 1515 (2003) and 1850 (2008is tonvinced that only serious
and sustained international engagement will bribgua a peaceful and negotiated
settlement of all outstanding issues and reverse gtowing support for radical

forces that promote violent and unilateral appreascto ending the conflict, for

which there is no military solution. The Committe®mains committed to

contributing constructively and actively and to prating, through its mandate, all
international efforts aimed at the achievement peaceful settlement.

17. The Committee remains concerned that the diaisi among Palestinian

factions profoundly affect the legitimate Palestimi national interests and

aspirations for statehood and peace, welcomesedbent inter-factional meetings in

Cairo facilitated by Egypt, which resulted in a nwen of practical undertakings, and
calls for a speedy implementation of the recontidia agreement of May 2011. The

Committee reiterates its call for reinvigoratedoef§ by all concerned parties to

help reconcile their positions on the basis of plhevailing consensus on the need to
achieve the two-State solution, which should brimgout the end of the Israeli

occupation and allow for the exercise by the Paiést people of its inalienable

rights.

18. The Committee continues to support the Palestiuthority’s institution-
and state-building initiatives and efforts aimedaahieving the independence of the
Palestinian State, and calls on the internatiomamhmunity to continue and expand
its assistance in that endeavour. The Committepaup the call by President Abbas
for Member States that have not already done sed¢ognize the State of Palestine.
The Committee is of the view that the admissionPaflestine to UNESCO as a
Member State is a historic event, but is conceraieaut the deadlock in the Security
Council regarding the Palestinian application faritdd Nations membership, which
remains before the Council awaiting recommendation.

19. The Committee reaffirms that the United Natioshould maintain its
permanent responsibility with respect to all aspexftthe question of Palestine until
it is resolved in all its aspects, in conformity tvi relevant United Nations
resolutions and norms of international law. As resped by the General Assembly,
the Committee will continue to keep the situatiomdar review and to promote a
constructive analysis and discussion of these s#fyethe international community.
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[11. Priority issuesin the programme of work of the Committee
for 2012

20. The Committee considers that its own work amel programme of mandated
activities of the Division for Palestinian Rightspresent a significant contribution
by the United Nations and its membership to thercedor a comprehensive, just
and lasting solution of the question of Palestm@é¢cordance with international law
and relevant United Nations resolutions. The Cortaritwill continue to work
towards heightening international awareness ofuwhgous aspects of the question
of Palestine, international support for the rigbfsthe Palestinian people and the
peaceful settlement of the question of Palestineroighout 2012, its work will
remain focused on promoting a better understandasy,gauged by international
public opinion, of the importance of the achievemley the Palestinian people of its
inalienable rights, namely the right to self-deteration, the right to an
independent, sovereign State and the right of retas well as the urgency of
bringing about a two-State solution.

21. As in previous years, the Committee will maintats support of the
Palestinian people and the achievement of the ttedeSsolution through a variety
of activities. The Committee will raise awarenesk tbe achievements of the
programmatic initiative of the Palestinian Authgrigntitled “Palestine: Ending the
Occupation, Establishing the State”, which has ldmwn the foundations of a
functional State, and will mobilize further inteti@nal support to buttress and build
upon its accomplishments. It will support effortg the Palestinian leadership to
achieve wide international recognition of the Ptitéan State within the 1967
borders. The Committee will continue to mobilizeteémational aid towards
alleviating the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza ifBtrstimulating Palestinian
economic recovery and urging expanded internati@ssistance to the Palestinian
people. It will raise awareness of the massive datne costs of the prolonged
Israeli occupation borne by the Palestinian econamg by the international donors,
and will explore ways in which Israel, the occupyiPower, can be held liable
under international law for the losses and damadigsct and indirect, including the
pilfering of natural resources and lost economitpol and revenues, caused by its
illegal actions in the Occupied Palestinian Temytoand be compelled to pay
restitution. It will draw attention to the plightf ®alestinian women and children,
the most vulnerable segment of Palestinian sociehg are suffering as a result of
the occupation. The Committee will highlight thespensibility of the occupying
Power for ending its illegal policies and practicespecially the settlement activity,
the construction of the wall and various measuregallective punishment. The
Committee will also maintain its support for revited and active international
involvement, including through the Quartet, theioe@l partners and the continued
personal engagement of the Secretary-General aedUhited Nations Special
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process.

22. The Committee attaches great importance to meihg cooperation and
coordination between the Department of Public Infation and the Division for
Palestinian Rights in the implementation of the&spective mandates. In its
resolution 66/16, the General Assembly requestes Diepartment, inter alia, to
continue to issue and update publications and auitioal materials on the various
aspects of the question of Palestine in all fielohsluding materials concerning
relevant recent developments, in particular theor$f to achieve a peaceful
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settlement of the question of Palestine. The Conemitwill continue to cooperate
with the Department in carrying out the various mated activities.

23. The Committee will continue to make an effartencourage participation by
countries and organizations that so far have ngtaged fully in its programme of
work.

Activities of the Committee and the Division for
Palestinian Rights

Action by the Committee

24. In pursuance of its mandate, the Committee @ghtinue to keep the situation
relating to the question of Palestine under reviemd to participate in relevant
meetings of the General Assembly and the Securityril. The Committee will
also continue to monitor the situation on the gmbwand draw the attention of the
international community to critical developments the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, requiring imtztional action.

25. The Committee will continue to support the argations and entities of the

United Nations system in their work aimed at agsgtthe Palestinian people in
various fields, and in advancing a comprehensiust and lasting settlement of the
guestion of Palestine. In the course of the yelae, Committee will continue to

collaborate with those organizations and entitiespursuance of its mandate and
will invite them to international events organizexdder its auspices.

26. The Committee, through its Bureau, will congnto participate in relevant
intergovernmental and other conferences and me®tings necessary. The
Committee considers this activity an important atpef its work in promotion of

international support for the inalienable rightstioé Palestinian people.

27. In cooperation with the Permanent Observer Mis®f Palestine to the United
Nations, the Committee will continue to maintainntacts with the Palestine
Liberation Organization, the Palestinian Authorétgd other institutions, as well as
civil society, in the areas under its jurisdicti@amd in the rest of the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalemlldwing the practice of previous
years, the Committee will continue to invite Paieistn officials and other

Palestinian personalities to meetings with memlzerd observers of the Committee
and the Secretariat, as appropriate.

28. The Bureau of the Committee will continue cdteipns with Governments
and intergovernmental organizations interestedt$nprogramme of work. Those
exchanges should help to promote understandindi@fntandate and objectives of
the Committee.

I nter national meetings and conferences

29. The Committee considers that its programme ndérnational meetings and
conferences implemented by the Division contributesfocusing the attention of
Governments, intergovernmental and civil societgamizations and the public on
the urgency of bringing about the two-State solutand mobilizing assistance to
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the Palestinian people. Through its internationaletimgs programme for 2012, the
Committee intends to further generate wide supporta peaceful solution of the
conflict, based on international law and relevamitdd Nations resolutions. It will
continue to engage Governments, parliamentariand e@mil society, including
youth, to mobilize support for a just solution dfetconflict. With the assistance of
the United Nations entities on the ground, it wilach out to the people most
affected by the status quo, refugees and Palessriging under occupation, to new
constituencies including youth and their leaderd smmembers of the Israeli public
to involve them in the search for solutions, to mpode dialogue and common
projects and to win their backing of a settlemeergatiated by their leaders and
supported by the international community.

30. The Committee will focus its programme of imational meetings and
conferences in 2012 on, inter alia, widening intgional support for the resumption
of permanent status negotiations on the achieveragatjust, lasting and peaceful
settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, tbere of the Arab-Israeli conflict.
The meetings will contribute to the creation of avdurable atmosphere for their
conduct in good faith. The Committee intends totowre to draw the attention of
the world community to the developments on the grhun particular the settlement
activities in the West Bank, including in East Jalem, and the need to compel
Israel, the occupying Power, to end its settlemeampaign as well as all other
illegal policies and practices in the Occupied Bdtgan Territory. The Committee
will support peaceful civil society action worldwadchallenging Israeli impunity
and promoting the concept of Israel’s accountapifdr its illegal actions towards
the Palestinian people. The Committee will pay spleattention to highlighting the
plight of the most disadvantaged Palestinians,uditig the Palestine refugees, the
Palestinians living in Gaza and Palestinian padditiprisoners. The Committee will
continue to mobilize support for the Palestiniantifarity’s institution- and state-
building efforts and all other efforts to facilieathe independence and viability of
the Palestinian State. The Committee wishes tordmute to efforts towards ending
incitement on both sides, to provide a venue toehaarratives heard and reconciled
and to promote, with the help of civil society, peaeducation on the ground. It will
also support and promote the empowerment of wonrah their organizations in
this process. Taking into account the urgency sbheing the situation of thousands
of Palestinian political prisoners in Israeli jaidsd detention facilities, and as a
follow-up to its 2011 international meeting on thisdue, the Committee will hold an
international meeting in 2012 at the United Nati@f§ice at Geneva on that topic.
Also, considering the central role of youth as thgents of change through
non-violent, peaceful means, as recent eventsamiab world have shown, and the
need for an increased involvement by Palestiniamlyon the shaping of their future
State, the Committee will convene a meeting onrtle of youth in the resolution
of the question of Palestine, with the participatmf youth political and community
leaders and diplomats.

31. In 2012, the Committee, in cooperation with gpective host countries,
organizations and relevant Secretariat servicedl, dd its utmost to ensure the
success of its programme of meetings and conferericeso doing, it will keep in
mind the need for economy and the most cost-effectitilization of resources. The
Committee highly appreciates the involvement instheevents of Governments,
intergovernmental organizations, entities of the iteleh Nations system,
parliamentarians and civil society. It encouragesn to continue and increase the
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level of engagement and support for a just solutmrthe conflict. The Committee
will continue to carry out this programme to fosgempport for the attainment by the
Palestinian people of its inalienable rights in @dance with international
legitimacy. The Committee, through its Bureau, welgularly assess the outcomes
of the international meetings and conferences artkre required, decide on steps
that could be taken to enhance their contributiontie mandated goals of the
Committee.

32. In 2012, the Committee intends to organizeftikwwing international events:

(a) United Nations Seminar on Assistance to thie®mian People in Cairo
on 6 and 7 February 2012;

(b) United Nations International Meeting on Paileisin Political Prisoners,
to be held at the United Nations Office at Geneva2and 3 April 2012. The
Meeting will be followed by a civil society event;

(c) United Nations International Meeting on thel®of Youth in Support of
Israeli-Palestinian Peace, at UNESCO HeadquarterRdris, on 29 and 30 May
2012. The Meeting will be followed by a civil sotyeevent;

(d) United Nations Asian and Pacific Meeting oe fQuestion of Palestine in
early July 2012.

Cooperation with intergovernmental organizations

33. In the course of 2012, the Committee will coog to cooperate on issues
relevant to its mandate with the African Union, theropean Union, the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countries, the Organization of Isl@nCooperation, and the League
of Arab States. Representatives of these orgamizatand groupings will be invited
to lend their support to and participate in the Quoitkee’'s programme of

international meetings and conferences.

Cooperation with civil society

Civil society organizations

34. The Committee highly values the work of civibcgety in support of the
Palestinian people. It praises the courageous abyo@actions of countless peace
activists, including eminent personalities and f@anlentarians, who participate in
demonstrations against the separation wall in tresstWBank, work towards ending
the siege of Gaza and keep their home constitusrinfermed about the realities of
life of the Palestinian people under occupatione TRommittee encourages civil
society partners to work with their national Govments and other institutions with
a view to gaining their full support for the work the United Nations, including the
Committee, on the question of Palestine. The Cotemitalso supports all
humanitarian and assistance initiatives geared tdsvamproving the daily lives of
the Palestinian people. The Committee considersitha particularly important to
build bridges of understanding and trust betweem ldraeli and Palestinian civil
societies and to promote common goals of peace dmiwthe two peoples. The
Committee will continue to assess its programmeadperation with civil society
organizations and consult them on ways to enhalmeig tontribution.
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35. The Committee intends to continue to inviteilceociety organizations to all

international meetings and conferences organizedleunits auspices. The

participation in such meetings of civil society argzations, eminent personalities
and parliamentarians, youth and their leadershogether with Governments and
intergovernmental organizations, should offer aquei opportunity to promote the
exchange of views and ideas, encourage peopledpipalialogue, and develop and
strengthen initiatives by all strata of the inteioaal community, with a common

objective of achieving a comprehensive, just argtitg settlement of the question
of Palestine. The Committee believes that the m@stiand conferences organized
under its auspices promote lIsraeli-Palestinian|cddaciety dialogue and offer a

unique platform for interaction between the twoesid

36. The Committee will maintain and further develdp liaison with national,
regional and international coordinating mechanismsthe question of Palestine, in
addition to the established liaison with a largentver of individual civil society
organizations. It will continue to accredit new anjzations. Periodic meetings of
consultations with civil society representativesllwtontribute to the further
enhancement of the Committee’s programme of codmaravith civil society.

37. The Committee is of the view that it is importao continue to exchange
information with civil society on respective curteand planned activities. The
Committee requests the Division to obtain inforroatiand report periodically on
civil society initiatives in order to enhance thedraction between civil society and
the Committee. It also requests the Division to towre to issue the online
bimonthly bulletin “NGO Action News” and regularlypdate the “Civil Society”

page on the “Question of Palestine” website (wwwoug/Depts/dpa/gpal/ngo) and
the Division’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/Udestinianrights) as tools
for the exchange of information and communicatietween the United Nations and
civil society.

38. In 2012 the resources available for cooperatiith civil society will be used
for the following activities:

(a) Organization, whenever appropriate and feasilof meetings of civil
society organizations in conjunction with intermatal meetings and conferences
held under the auspices of the Committee;

(b) Participation of representatives of the Contedtand the Division in
important forums and other events on the questibPalestine organized by civil
society organizations in the region and worldwide;

(c) Periodic consultation meetings with civil sei organizations with a
view to keeping them apprised of the various at#gi of the Committee,
encouraging better coordination and cooperation regndhem and with the
Committee and other relevant United Nations erdjti@nd receiving their views on
the work of the United Nations and the Committeganticular;

(d) Briefings of the Committee by representatiwddsraeli, Palestinian and
international civil society on developments on treund and their work in support
of a peaceful realization of the two-State solution

(e) Providing assistance to Palestinian civil stgi organizations in
facilitating participation of their representativesmeetings held under the auspices
of the Committee or supported by the Committee.
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Parliaments and inter-parliamentary organizations

39. The Committee views its cooperation with paniéntarians worldwide as one of
its programmatic priorities and will continue tovaéop this aspect of its work. It
firmly believes that national parliaments and inparliamentary organizations play an
important role in shaping public opinion, formuladipolicy guidelines and upholding
international legitimacy in support of a comprehgasjust and lasting settlement of
the question of Palestine. The Committee consideas the experience and political
influence of lawmakers and their organizations baninstrumental in consolidating
the democratic process and institution-buildingthe territory under the Palestinian
Authority, strengthening political dialogue betwedime parties and applying the
principles of international law to efforts aimed atsolving the conflict. The

Committee reaffirms the continuing importance of¥eleping closer cooperation and
effective partnership with parliaments and représgwves of inter-parliamentary

bodies in order to encourage the discussion, withim respective parliaments and
among all strata of society, of ways of advancirepge in the Middle East and
resolving the question of Palestine. To that ehd, Committee will strive to continue
to involve parliamentarians and representativesigfr-parliamentary organizations in
international conferences and meetings organizedeuits auspices. Consultations
between the Committee and representatives of paelids and inter-parliamentary
organizations, at Headquarters and worldwide, ghamlprove cooperation between
the two sides on issues of common concern. The Cteenattaches particular
importance to involving members of the Knesset dhd Palestinian Legislative
Council in events organized under its auspices.

E. Publications programme

40. The Committee considers the Division’s publicas programme to be an
important information source and outreach activishich contributes to the

heightening of international awareness of the wsi@aspects of the question of
Palestine, the involvement of the United Nationd #me work of the Committee and
its mandate and objectives. The Division shouldtoore to monitor developments
relevant to the question of Palestine. It shoukkbatontinue to issue the following
publications:

* Monthly bulletin on action by the United Nationsystem and
intergovernmental organizations relevant to thesgjioa of Palestine

* Periodic review of developments relating to Mildle East peace process
* Monthly chronological review of events relatitgthe question of Palestine

» Annual compilation of resolutions and decisiafshe General Assembly and
the Security Council relating to the question ofd3tine

* Reports of international meetings and confersniceld under the auspices of
the Committee

» Annual bulletin on the observance of the Inte¢im@al Day of Solidarity with
the Palestinian People

* Bimonthly summary of civil society activities othe question of Palestine,
entitled “NGO Action News”, available on the “Civlbociety” page on the
“Question of Palestine” website
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41. The Committee believes that the Division, imsoltation with the Bureau,
should continue to review the existing publicatiGrs make proposals with regard
to those that require updating.

United Nations I nformation System on the Question of Palestine

42. The Committee requests the Division for Patgati Rights to continue its

work on the further development, expansion and adstriation of the “Question of

Palestine” website, including UNISPAL. The Divisiavill continue to ensure that
the UNISPAL collection of United Nations and reldtdocuments is comprehensive
and up to date and that its access modalities dsglays are user-friendly. The
Committee encourages the Division to further depehis useful facility in order to

provide information to users worldwide on variouspacts of the question of
Palestine. The Division should also continue toviste information concerning its

activities, as well as those of the Committee, tiyjo Facebook and Twitter feeds,
and to alert users about newly posted materialsUMISPAL. The Committee

requests the Division to report periodically to tBereau on the status of work
accomplished on the system and progress achievid development.

International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People

43. In accordance with General Assembly resoluB8@M0 B, the Committee will
organize the observance of the International Daysolfidarity with the Palestinian
People. It is envisaged that special meetings iseolance of the Day will be held
on 29 November 2012 at United Nations Headquartdwes,United Nations Offices
at Geneva and Vienna and elsewhere, in accordantie established practice. A
Palestinian exhibit or a cultural event will be anjzed at United Nations
Headquarters in cooperation with the Permanent @eseMission of Palestine to
the United Nations.

Training programme for staff of the Palestinian Authority

44. The Committee considers that, in the lighthef tmportance and usefulness of
the annual training programme to the PalestiniamhAtity, the Division, in 2012,
should continue to further develop and enhancélie Committee remains of the
view that, in selecting candidates for the programmpecial consideration should
be given to achieving gender balance.

Continuing review and assessment

45. The Committee will continue to review and assiés programme of work in
the light of the situation on the ground and neweaepments in the political
process and will make adjustments as necessary.
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