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Palestine Distribution

MEMORANDUM

Bis Majeety's Government in the ¥United Kingdom and the Government of
Palestine have no.objection to the arrival in Palestine, as soon as may
be convenient, of one or two members of the Commission's secretariat
staff.

2, It is suggested that the purpose of this advance perty's visit
should be

(a) to make arvangements for the re¢eption of the Comminslon
(1.6, accomodation, transport, etc.)

(b) to consult with the Government of Palestine as to the
departmental staff which the Commission will require for
the purpose of taking over the administratlon of Palestine,
and to conslder messures to be taken regarding the arrival
of this staff in Palestine and its consultations with
existing departmental heads

(¢) to do vhatever is possible before the Commission's arrivel
a8 vegards establishing contacts with Jewish and Arab
organizations,

(¢) to make whatever other preliminary arrengements may be possible,

3, As vegards {a) above, the Govermment of Palestine cam, if demived,
arrange transport and securlty for the Commission?s joumney from Lydda to
Jerusalem; but the advance party will no doubt wish to make detalled
arvangements in consultation with the Government of Palestine for the
Commission's accommodatlon and security.

M e BT e ek e e apd B



A/AC,‘21/8"""“‘:' =
Page 2 - -

B o
EY '

L, ‘The’Goveﬁhmént of Palestine appreciate the Commigsion may wlsh to

proceed to Jerusalem at an early stage. They feel obliged, however, to v
draw attentlion to the danger that the Cormission's arrival there may ‘
constitute a disturbing element in an already inflammeble situation, , i

5, TIn view of this consideration, end since the choice of, ©.8.; Tel
Aviv as headquarters might, be regarded as undesirable by the Commission,
the Govermment of Palestine suggest for-thk oconsideration. of the Commission
their possible accomodation at Agir, This is a large Royal Alr Force
Station with a first-class airfivld, ab which, after ovacuation of Royal

Air Force pérséﬁhél;.thére'w11;€bé4éccmedatdQntfor;g§;1§@§ﬁgl;5ooa In
this connection the Comiigslon should kndw that: there is & strong prospect
of Lydda Airport being uitusable éfﬁoﬁfMay-lﬁthé;TAqirgis'éiﬁuated in an
ares which it is proposed should iorm part of the Jewish area allotted to
the Jewish State, about three kilomehres gouth of Rehovoth. but it is
easily accepsible to the Arabs, being only about seven kil ometres from
Ramleh, o o B AP S AU A I =

6. ' mendeds for the purchase of Agir.and:cther: popaible suitable military
camps are nov belng considered by the milltary puthorities in Palestine
and stripping of these camps {s begiming. If, therefore, the Commission
are interested in the possibility of Agir or any other camp, the :
Government of Palestine will require imnediate information.

29th January, 1948." Lo
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