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UEITED FATIONS PAIASTINE COIRLISSION

Memorendum dated 12 Merch from the Advance Porty
Concerning Memioipal Corporation of Jerurilesm

wl
The following momorerdwm by ¥r. Cosh wos received in Advance
Party Afr-Pouch Fumber 2 on 21 March.
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o PALESTIPE COMMISSIOR AIRWAECE CGROOP
ISIEICIPAYL OORFORATION OF JERUSALIM

Interview with ¥r, R, M, Graves, Chsirran, Jerus=zlem Municipal
Conispion, end Mr, Berp, Town Clerk

(Mamorandwa by D, Ghosh)

‘I,’he affelire of tho Jerucalem Municipnlity are pmow bolng managed by a
Comeigaion of fowr British offlelals presided over by & chatrmen, a retired
Britieh official end ersited by two co-optsd membere, a Jew ant en Arab,
The Cormiseion ¥ns created in July 1945 to replscs the elected Munieipel
Council which, according to goverpment report, had falled to come to en
agreed choice of the mayor. ‘

" The Munloipality was able to yoy its way in pest years, am boped to
end the year 1947/48 with & curplue of st lesst 125,000 to bo added to ite
cash balence of X40,000 on 31 March 1946. It hsd aleo expected to raieo
more money by sn increase of ite Proporty emd othor mtes, and by more
etringent pethode of collecticn. Thess hopve seem tobave boem folled,
howsver, by the incresced dlsturbences in the City in recent monthe sud the
Chairmen of the Punicipal Commiesion fesrs that the Covporation will probably
end the year 1947/48 with a largs deficit. There has been 2 large declins
in 1its reverue in recent mﬁths becsnes of the sheer imposzibility of
collecting 1t, He estimatez that the .!!mic;lp.al:lty vill require mup)ﬂy
1P200,000 to enadle it to mest its toT,sl J.'lp;billtias during the yeu

There haes been up to nov no recponece from the Palestine Covermrsnt to an

appeal for aid, end though in tho pest the Corporation did, with the sanoction
of the Government, relse loons in the loosl rmarket, the chenges of suc. an
operation proving succeseful in exieting eircumstances sesm to be nid.
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The Municiped Rates in Jerusalem whick are all, in reality, property
taxss, amount to an aggregate of about 25 per cent of the annual rentsl '
values of occupled property. This aggregate is higher than the corres-

ponding figures for Hsifa and Jaffa, though much less than that for

| Tol Aviv. Tel Aviv hes, however, a much highor stendaxrd of civic services

rendered by its Municipal Corporation.

Both Mr. Graves, vho has e long experience of Palestine and Jerusalem,
and Mr, Berp felt that there wes no reaaox;. vhy capital and enterprise
chould move out of Jerusalem to cities in the Jewish and Arab States after
the creation of the new City of Jeruealem. Indeed, they held that given
conditions of aéaured poace, Jerusalem would probably receive an influx |
of capital and Qnterpriee from outeide, and they hed no doubt about ite
prosperity in the future.

There i1c also another importent reaeon to believe that the resources
of the Jeruealem Municipality can be greatly expended in the future. Up to
now very little (or no) development activity has been underteken by the

corporgtion. There would seem to be & groat scope for such activity as a
source of income to the corporation in the future.

Mr. Graves and Mr. Eorp were not in o position immediately to supply
me the figure of addition to the incoms of the Municipality vhich the pro-
posed transfer of the Urban Property Tax to local bodies by the Central
Government would make. They have, hovever, promised to send me the data
ghortly.,

The other importent aspect of civic adminietration of Jerusalem that
wvas discuseced related to the supply of water. The City of Jerusalem and
some outlying aress receive their supply of water from three pools at
{e) Rep-Bl-Ain, (b) Ain-Farsh, and (c) Eolomon's Pool. Of these, the first
source is by far the moet important; im 1g46-47 it supplied 3.8 million

cubic metres of water out of & total of 4.3 million cubic metres consumed.
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It is, however, situated near Petah Tigva (near Tel-Aviv) st a good dis-
tance from Jerusalem and the wains that bring water to the City are
surface mains thet pase through both Jewish and Areb territories. Up to
noy the system hes been left untouched by mischiefmakers, But in future,
the eupply pf water to the Clty of Jerusslem will evidently depend upon
‘the maintenance of peace and order in the territoriee through which the
supply is purveyed.

The present sources of water supply of Jerusslem are, according to
the authorities, capable of expansion to meet ths needs of the larger popu-
lation vhich the United Eations "City of Jerusalem® would contain.

A pumxory of the waye and means for the year 1947-48 1e given in the
attached copy of & letter from the City Treasurer to the Municipal Corporation,
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5. As regords the delsy in the peyment of the amounts shown under
(s) end (b) and the withdram.of the LP 3’,700 referred to under X above,
I think we are Justified in teking thece measures since an amownt of
about LP 52,000 vater rafea, e still unpaid by coneumers, but is re-

coverable eg soon ae conditions becomo more normal.

CITY TREASURER

AES/CIG .



