
merit it was provisiowl3.y decided to obtain equiment frem Arab @ountries; 
I 

while seeking sources frem West,, Possibilities o:.txin.$ng arms through 

foreign states, namely, Pakiatsm also considered, 

Regarding pa.rticipation,of Arab armies in Palestine, decided negatively 

for the time being, This v&3.1 be considered at c later date ix?. light of 

future develepmint so In the meantime recniittig aud tra5ning centres till 

be set up in Sk31 ~IdJ Stiitxs under supervision of experienced cozmnanders 

to attack frontiers znd assist Hrabs fighting within Palestine, Volunteers 

from Ar; b end Islamic countries who are not members of Arab League such BS 

North Africa, Sudan, etc. will Gso be scce&ed, Also trainers from Xestern 
, 

countriesc It is reported thai a number.of German prisoners of war who 

escaped from custody in Egypt are c;lre&y directing training in Egypt hnd 

:.yria as well as in Palestine, Proposal to tst&blizh Palestine Ar& dovdrn- 

ment under ikfti k"'c CL.) also ~QF the time being rejected, apparently in view 
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of strong objections from Iraq and Transjordan, Cn the other hand Trans- 

jord:n premier stated that there are no grounds for reports that Arab Legion 

will t&e over Arab part of Palestine after British h5thdrawal. 

Irt the~meaantime the Hufti continues to press his henchmen ia Palestine 

t3 continue action :nd exploit Jewish restraint in order to impress Arab 

Governments and ?seples that Je*$sh strength is fictional and thus strengthen 

response for sup!Jort of his plans. 

,,' : 
? i 

II, Decaber 15, 1947 

Neither police nor army have.after a fortnight succeaded 

the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv road opal, Cenvags are still proceeding 

&a keeping 

and revolver licenses refused *v*!n to Egged bus drivers who held them 

during 1936-1939 disturbances, 

Pen&s&err is still not granted to brirzg out en to the roads the 

armoured cars of the Jewish settlement police new used for static defence 

of settlements on the g&tunds that this would infuriate the krabe, As a 

consequence of this refusal settlement police escorts are forced to travel 

in open tenders and are mowed dawn. Of the 10 killed in the Kfar Etzioa 

convoy fivt were rrettlement police; 12 killed in ths Ben Shemen convoy 

\ today werq alse in open tender, 
:'-, 

Troops of the ‘J'rsnajordan Arab Legion, which are under British command, 

twice actively attacked Jewish transport; last week in Yazur, today at 

Beth Nabala Camp en route to Ben Shema, 

There have been numerous cases of police intervening oll~ the Arab 

side in exchange ef fire between Arab attackers and Jewish defenders, The 

latest example WL..S the Arab attack zt Solon today when, after the attack, 

British police seized the alprs of Jewish defenders and arrested Jews found 



amed 0 l-40 mm-e was xade ta seize the arm of the Arab ottackars, 

Kepresentatioar- &a aIll these points repeatedl$ made to the In8peetas 

Gcmmt.l. rttf Police and ta the Covcmmmt but no affective actitm ever 

resulted o 

333, Beember 20. 194x: 

Axemg the seoret rssebutians on Palestine sdspted at the 

Arab &ague meeting in Cati.lest week, are the f&&wing: 

! 
1, Te establish Headquarters in Syria for an all-Arab military 

. 
fzNmd.ttee c Tra3ning camps, mil.ittiy arsen&Ls snd medicdl supplies 

: I ! h sha91 be set up in Syria, Senier tilitory eomxande~% ef all ths 

Arab States shall participate in this tiitary committee which will 

direct militarj- and terrerist octivit%es fpi regard te Pale&ine on 

the basis of mutual~agreemntO The ccmmittee will act in consulta- 

tion tith the Syrian and Lebanese defense Eninisters, 

2, 2% establish Syria md Lebaneza as the first centcre for 

the concsntratioa of volunteer dectors and nurses; and to set up 

pemamnt and mobile hospitals for the treatment of casualties brought 

frem Psleatine, 

3. To embark on pl.anned and organised military operations snd 

, . tsrror5m ti pY.ace of the current outbreaks, The plans shall cenfem 

74th the withdrawal of British forces from Palestine, Terrorism shall. 

be planned with a view to the spreadbg and dispersal of the Jewish 

defence forces by creating numerous frouts igleids Palestiua in order 

to enable xilitary action te achieve its a&m ti the &.nimm of 

time and with the mi.nimm of ferces and cmuatfes, 



amed, No move was made to seize the arm of the Arab attackers, 

Representations: on all these potits repeatedly Made to the Impeetor 

General af Police aud to the Government but no effective act&m ever 

resulted. 

III, seeember 20, lx: CablrrdB.epszzL f-n Jepusd~ 

Ameng the ceeret resolutions en Palestine adepted at the 

Arab &ague meeting in Caire last week, me the fellowiug: 

1.2 Te establish Headquarters im Syria for en all-Arab militaq 

cumn%Pltea 0 Training caxq~s~ military arsenals and medical rupplise 

shall be set up in Syriao Seder military'com&ndrz% ef all the 

Arab States #hall p&icipats in this military cemmittee which will 

direct tilitary and terrerist activities ti regard ta, Paleetine en ' 

the baair of mutual agreement, The cetittee will act in consulta- 

tion with the Syrian and Lebanese defense ministers. 

2. Te establish Syria and Lebanon as the first centere for 

the concentration rsf valunteer dectors and nurses; s.nd to set up 

permanent and mobile hospitals for the treatment of caau+lties breught 

frem Palestine, ' 

3. To embark on planned and organised military operations and 

turrorim in place of the current outbreaks, The plans shall confarm 
I 

with the withdrawal of British fercea freti Pale@tine, Terroriam shall 

be planned with a viewte the spreading and dispersal of the Jewish 
. 

defense forces by creating numerous fronts inside Pale&ins in order 

to enable military action te achieve its aims in the miniaux~ of 

timu and with the minimwi of ferces and casuatie@s, . . 



4 .: The Official x5litary forces of the Arab States wi3.l guard , 

the hinterland aherrg the frontiers, The forces will not, howevcar, 

perticFpatc ipa actiaa inside af Paleotim as leng as Mtish ferces 

are present there, Even after the withdrawal of the British ferees 

the officzial Arab armies I&U. refrain from aetien inside Palest&e, 

in the event that the ;t-jecurity Ceuncik sends ax international. ferce 

-1 te Palestine= But if the valunteer Arab forces shsuld suffer set- 

/‘ : 1 

backs, or pr5m insufficient to mwreome the Jewish deferme forces 

and any internatiena.l urnits, then a Large part of the regular Arab 
. 

army forces k42.l be released frm regular amy duty and will @ ever 

to the ranks of the ro&unteers, 

40 The seven Arab States shall provide funds en a proportional. 

basis for the purchase of arm ;snd n;eclical equipment for volunteem to 

be sent to ?alastine for tilitary operations, (It is reported that an 

initial sum of L2,03o,CKXI was indicated). iiach state is to 

decfde for it~self the manner in which its share of these funds is 

ts be mitred, whether by tipaaiag new taxes, increasing current 

It is not yet kmxm whether Transjordan approved the 

v-e decisfoms; nor is it cleax further whether the decisions are 

f3na.I or subject to ratification by the states ami parliaments cm- I 

cerned, 



IV, December 20, 194'7: Cabled Report from Jerusalem 

.Zt is learned fro& authoritative Arab sources that last November while 

the United Nations was discussing Palestine a Syrian military mission left for 

&rope-to purch+se arms to fight, +gainat p+&$Zon and Z$?O againqt $be Greater . : 

Syria Plane The mission consisted of Captain Azia AM-E1 Karim, Colonel Fawzi 

Tilio and Lieutenant Jamal Peizal. 

The mission &sited France, Belgium and Czechoslovakia and made considerable 

t ' 
arms purchases. Part of these arms were deliverable immediately and the 

remainder by installments at two, three and four mohths intervals. The Sjwian * 

Ninister of Defense, who reported at 1cngt.h to the Arab League Council in Cafro 

on the types and quantities of these arms, auccesckd in obttining League consent 

for the dispatch of further missions to &her countries to acquire additional 

weapons, He also obtained League apyroval for a proposal to concentrate money, 
,' ~ 

equipment, ammunitfon and training k the hands of a special military committee 

to be set up in Syria and to conduct operations in Palestine under the direct 

supervision of the Syrian Government. With the support of Saudi Arabia and 

\ Egypt the Syrian Defence Einister also influenced the Leiigue agairxkadopting 

a decision to sever economic ties with the western countries, so that the Arab 

states might be able to obtain American dollars and other hard currencies to 

purchase arms of European countries which badly need'such currencies in order 

to stabllize their financial situation, 



. -/,- 

v* December 29, 1947: Cabled Reportfrom Jerusalem 

According to information from relisble Arab sources in Syria, it is 

altogether untrue that recruitment of volunteers, purchase of arms and 

raising of funds in Syria and the Lebanon for use in Palestine, is being 

conducted by private persons or unofficial bodies or by a Pan-Arab tilitary 

committee alleged to be sitting in Damascus, 

The fact is that all these activities are being conducted by the 

Governments of these two countries, 

Officials of the Kinistries of Defense in Beirut and Damascus have 

, set aside all..their normal functions and are now engaged in organising the 

supply of arms and men for terrorist activities in Palestine, 

The T'inister of Internal Affairs of each of the two states, further, 

has instructed their respective frontier guards not to interfere Kith any 

Arab crossing from Syria or Lebanon into Palestine and vice versa, whether 

in possession of a passport or not, Instructions have a&o been given to the 

police and gendarmerie not to interfere hith the traffic in arms and to customs 

officials not to check trucks going ta Palestine, irrespective of whether 

they are carrying arms, food or medical supplies, 

\ ,_ d' At the same time, the two Finance Ministries are engaged in imposing 

new permanent taxes and special levies in support of their Governments8 

Palestine action, They are also busy securing hard currencies, including 

dollars and sterling, necessary for the purchase of arms from the Western 

countries, 



c., , :b- 

On the other hand such bodies as the Pan-Arab military codttee, 

and the representatives in Syria and Lebanon of the Palestine Arab 

Higher 'Executive and of other organizations recently created there to 

help the Arabs of Palestine, serve only as a cover and an alibi for 

the Syrian and Lebanese Cnvernments da-a-vis the world at large and 

especially to krd off any reaction from the Security Council, 

Our information indicates that both Govemeats have apparently 

i‘, 

m&e up their nxinds to exploit the Palestine problerxi and the hostilities 

against the Jews, in order to kill two birds with one stone: namely, 

to preserve the unity of Palestine under Arab rule and to frustrate 

Kfng Abdullah"s plans for a Greater Syria, 



, 

i ’ 

, 
Road Traffic . ' 

Traffic e@ tht Jerusalm-T& Aviv mad wa$erfously interrupted 

md, at times, atcspped &tirelg during the P&t ten days of the Arab 

rfatingo The Jewish Agency reade pcpeated representations te the 

Police and Government regardiag the state of sercuritfr cm the roads, 

-. particul.arly th&aml.e sectha where vehicles: had been attacked azld 
'% 

: Sews Epu&ered fmm December Lst, These rcpresentatio@s proved 

c- I 
unavtiling. The Pslicc wtwe unable to pmv%de adequate esceti PIOr 

; 
Jek%sh cenvctps and, instead of pemittfag the Jews ts defend thm- 

S@lVQS, cc8ntinued searching Jewfsh vehicles for arms, compelling 

the convoys tcs prmxed unescorted and umrrmd. - 

FIWU December 3rd, Jetish convoys skirted RmXeh and toak a * 

roundabout route via. Gezer, Maan, Rehovot and Hatfqva, when this 

route also proved unsafe faUow3ng attacks at Kubeib, convoys travelled 

via lkmlp and Kehsvot, Attacks have occurred 89% thicz route as well. 

From December 1&h, the Army teak over responsibflitp for 
\ 

security 01 ths Jeru%stlem=Tel Avfv roti bet-en the hours OgoO and U&O, 

Tr:ff%e paosed through R&iLe tithout incident an that day, but @lb the 

morrow a convoy was attached at Yazur village. As a result there was [ 

ne traffic on Decembsr 32th. Jewish traffic has since reverted to the 

It must be stressed that thi obvious intentim of the Arab Higher t 



-9- 

bmM.va te -interrupt Jeb%sh traffic and thereby to deal. the Yishuv 

a severe eccbnomic blew haa to a considerable de&a@ been rendered 

pass%bfe of achievement by the utter failure of the authorities te 

protide elementary soeurit~ in tie mati roads, Besides the Jerusalem- 

Tel Aviv route, attacks accompanied by severe Lass of Life have t&en 

place cm the Hebron and Lydda reads, The number af Jews killed ex- 

ceeds twe score, while the wounded nmber more than ttice this figure, 

Traffic on three rozds, even 333 its present attenuated form, fs xunsafe 

December 17, 19Q’: Report CM the Ben. Sheen Incident 

1, This report has beerr compiled by a special messenger sent te 

Ben Shemen M.th the ambulance, escorted by armour& czz-ds which sp& 

to Ben Shemen immediately after the incident. The messenger gdwred 

the material from a ntzntber ef people on the spot, 

2, The convoy consisted of the following: 

a, A tender sith nine J,S,P, in&.uding a sergeant; 
b, Five lorries; 
e, A tender with seven Haganah men,, 

Ifi+ route was ?etah Tiqva - Egdal Zed& - Muzriah - goI&& - Beft 

Naballa - Khadita - Ben Lhemm, 

30 The cenvqy was attacked by heavy fire in Ksliah or some 50 m. 
\ 

beyond the tillage. The attackers were Arabs who used rifles and a 

Its route was ?etah Tfqva - Higdal Zedok - Mumi.& - Koliah - Beft 

Naballa - Khadita - Ben Lhemm, 

30 The cenvqy was attacked by heavy fire in Ksliah or some 50 m. 
\ 

beyond the tillage. The attackers were Arabs who used rifles and a 

machtie gun which, however, fired only a few reunds, Our people 
/ 

returned fire, The.Hagana.b tender was damaged and a number of @ceple 

were slightly wos@ided. The convey cont5nued on its way leaving the 

damaged tender behdnd. 

machtie gun which, however, fir& only B few retmds, Our people 
\ 

/ 

returned fire, The.Hagana.b tender was damaged and a number of @ceple 

were slightly wouxided. The convey cont5nued on its way leaving the 

damaged tender behdnd. 

\ 



l.ightly wounded. The &it&h Arqy lmry w&s aILso fired on. 

'7 : 0 Arab Legionaries somted the lomy znd counted the dead &IJ 

’ /’ and were thus spared. Thea there were shouts af 97fr&hn (cam back), 

&d the soldiers disappcassd, 



nor km.5 any grenade throw, The bodies of the dead were takm to 

Beer l'azkov hospital, 

Amb Tmpcmmy AdditimM. Cm&able Deserters 

The falle~~g casr?s of desertiola of Arab T,A,C'so hwe been 

Three Amb T,A.C,'s charged with smu.ggltig 
1 tom gu3r 
2 stcn .gm:3 
l4lamIlitian 

One T.A.C, gave up rifle ti bhafr OBW. 

Deeember @,h 2 Arab constabkes disappeared fmm MabZus Police 
Station with their weapons, 

Arab T.A,C, shoots'Jcw whom he is supposed tllb 
cscart m 

Decmbcr 15-t+ Arabs steal. x-ifles from 2 krtb T,A,C.cs 5~ Jaffa, 

December Ibtk Arab from Camel Corps deserts with 
12 rifles 

' 3. sub-machine gun 
P rocket pistol , 

three boxes of equipBent 



erttourage with urgent and insistent demmls for ams, momy, md xmn for the 

purpose of cotiinuing the riots 3x1 Palestine. These approaches are mde f-mm. 

Pales"ti~~e by rceaus of special. messenigers as well. as through regular channela 

of coxizmmicat~on, These c&l.s were fomerly addressed to the I;cbamm md 

that the purpxe of hiq/trfp to Egypt on Reckr I.6 wan to obtaSn ams, 

to Mn Yatar,, The Arab I~Qher 3matidx~ office daalswUh the rcc:teipt,, 

storage a,rad distr&b-&i.on of the ams. During the &zst fen dap t'nis duty 

nsy IELVB bema trxmferred .%,o the new office of the Jerusalem %qeott 



the Arab ~Pa.rt.yJ azad m@n of h&s dourage are permanently stationed in the 

house (Le. the Boycott Offiee) and dkstrib*ute arms0 All thio ti carried on 

with th& knowledge of the A,H.E, Thmx3 is contfnuous contact betweaathe 

A,H,E, office and the Euyw7;t Office op1 the subject of arms, and peom are 

sent from the A&Eo office and fzumthat of the Arab Party to Tewfik ti ths 

Atten'pta~ae being nndipr to get the I3ayor of IIebzx?n, &hammed KU. el Jab&, 

to & and SW the IJufti so that i;he lattey cm infl~~rtc=e hiz'3.n the de&red 
\ 

dLrectfon, Sheikh Sabr3 Abdb has beem Serb to IIebryon by the AL,H,E. for the 
, 

parpss of inflaming the town and i.miGng it to a&fan, 

There ?xsve been re&ated zequestrs %a the A,H,E, sting from varioxzs 

towns and wilLages - especially from Jaffa and HixWa - for reinforcemen%s of 

money, menand arms. In Jaffa these requests are usually mde by the &Sti@a 

collaborators and agents such as Nwta@za 23, Tahes, 'Ali Bbagh, Nohammad 

/ 
SalimAbu &ban and R&'iq Ta&&., rather than by the trofficial't re~esenta- 

~ %ives 9w the Evational Cdttee, !l!he requests arc usually addressed to l3ni.l 

r Apwt from. the me&ePs of the A,H,E. who are engaged ti organising 

n~einforo~t8~ as best they can - Drc I;halidi, R&&q ‘,kd.mi and pw%iGd.W~y 
. 

Ml Ghouxy, a number of A,H,E, officials also take pati in this iorkz . 
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