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14 Jawuary 1948

PALESTINE INFORMATION REPCORTS: RO, i

{Press Reperis rezeived frem the Jewish Agemcy)

X December~l<’ 19:7: Cabled Repnrhifrﬁm Jerusalen

Cenference of Arab Geverament heads coniinving Caire. ﬁnﬁfewenag wili
pretest against partition aﬁ Sunday by dememstraties with pasticipation
members Egyptias Goversmeri and a3ll pariies aecd pelitical factioss. Hitherts
conference dealt with metters of fimance and equipment . namely, previsies
of arms and supplies needed for lémgutime guerilla warfare in Palestine.
Proportianaliy Egypt will bear 2% of rost, This fimancial aid does net
include private c@ntribuiiehs.and‘donations frem Arab and Isiamic sceaatries
and contributions of Arabs iiving in Westera countries, Regardihg equip=
merit, il was provisionally decided to oﬁtain ecuipment frem Arab countries
vhile seeking sources from West. Yossibilities o:taining arms tnrough
foreign stat,es namely, Pakiﬂtan alse censidered.

Regarding oart1c1pation of Arab armies in Palestine, decided negatlvely
for the time being. This will be considered at « later date in 1ight of
future developments, In the meantime recruiting snd training centres will
be set up in all Arab states under supervision of experienced commanders
te attack frontiers end assist Arabs fighting within Palestine. Voluntcers
frow Arib :nd Islamic countries who are not members of Arab Léague such a
North Africa, uudan ctc. will #lso be accested. Also trainers from Western
count;iesc' It is reported that a number of Germdn prisoners of war who
escaped from custody in Egypt are slreudy directing treining in Egypt ana
{yria as well as in Palestine. Proposal to establish Palestine Arab Jovern-

ment under !lufti was slse for the time being rejected, apparently in view



kS

of strong objections from Iraqg and Transjordan. On the other hand Trans-
Jordin premier steted that there are ne grounds for reports that Arab Legion
will tike over Arab part of Palestine afﬁer British withdrawal.

In the meantime the Mufti continues to press his henchmen in Palestine
t> continue action :nd expleit Jewish restraint in order te impress Arab
Governments and peebles that Jewish strength is fictional and thus strengthen

response for supvort of his plans.

II. December 15, 1947

Neither police nor army have.after a fortnight succeeded in keeping
the Jerusazlem-Tel Aviv road opex. Cenveys are still p;nceeding unescorted
and revolver licenses refused even to Egged bus drivers who held them
during 1936-1939 disturbances.

Permizsion i®z still not granted te brirg eut en to the roads the
armoured cars ef the Jewish settlement police new used for static defence
of settlements on the grounds that this would infurizte the Arsbs. As a
consequence of this refusal settlement police escorts are forced to travel
in epen tenders and are mowed down. Of the 10 killed in the Kfar Etzion
convey five were settlement pelice; 12 killed in the Ben Shemen cenvey |
today were alse in epen tender.

Traopé of the Trensjordan Arab Legion; which are under British command,
twice actively attacked Jewish transport; last yeek in Y:zur; tedey at
Beth Nabala Camp en route to Ben Sheﬁeno

There have been numerous cases of police intervening or the Arab
side in exchange ef fire between Arab sttackers and Jewish defenders. The
latest example wcs the Arab attack at Holon today when, after the attack,

British police seized the arms of Jewish defeénders snd arrested Jews found



-3

armed. HNo move was made te seize the arme of the Arab attackers.
Representations- on all these points repeatedly made to the Inspector
General ef Police and to the Goveroment but neo effective actien ever

resulted,

I1I. December 20, 1947: CebledRepori frem Jerusslem

Ameng the segret resolutions on Palestine adepted &t the
Arab League meeting in Caire last week; are thevf@llowing:
1. Te establish Hesdquarters in Syris for an 2ll-Arab military
cemmittes, Training camps; military arsenals and medical supplies
shell be set up in Syris. Senier military commanders of &1l the
Arab States shall participate in this military ceammittee which will
direct military and terrerist activities in regard te Palestine on
the basis of mutual agreement. The cemmittee will act in consulta-
tion with the Syrian and Lebanese defense ministers.
2. Te establish Syria and Lebanen as the first centers for
the concentratiorn of velunteer dectore and nurses; and to set wp
permsnent and mobile hospitals for the treatment of casualties breught
frem Palestine., '
3. To embark on planned and organised military operations and
terrorism in place of the current outbreaks. The plans shall cenferm
with the withdrawal of British ferces frem Pzlestine. Terrorism shall
be planned with & view te the spreading and dispersal ef the Jewish
defense forces by creating numerous fronts inside Palestine in order
to enable military action te achieve its aims in the minimum of

time and with the minimuwm of ferces znd cssuaties,
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armed, No move was made to seize the arms of the Arab attackers.
Representations: en 211 these points repeatedly made to the Inspector
General ef Police and to the Government Suﬁ no effective asctien ever

resulted,

III. Becember 20, 1947: CabledRepert frem Jerusaleam

Ameng the secret resclutions en Palestine adepted &t the
Arab League meeting in Csire last week; are the fellewing:
1. Te establish Headquarters inm Syrie for an all-Arab military
cemmittes. Training cgmps; militery arsensls and medical supplies
shall be set up in Syris. . Senier military’commandsf; of 21l the
Argb States shall participate in this military cemmittee which will
direct military and terrerist activities iM regard te Palegtine eon
the basis of mutual agreement. The cemmittee will act in consulta-
tion with the Syrisn and Lebanese defense ministers.
2. Te establish Sjria and Lebanen as the first centers for
the concentration of velunteer dec;ora &nd nurses; and te set up
pénmunent and mobile hospitals for\the treaztment of casualties breught

frem Palestine,

3. To embark en planned and organised military operations and )
terrorism in place of the curren£ outbreaks, The plans shsll conform
vith the withdrawal of British ferces frem Palestine, Terrorism shall
be planned with 2 view te the spreading and dispersal of the Jewish
defense forces by creating numerous fronts inside Palestine in order
to enable military action te achieve its aims in’thé ninimum of

time and with the minimu of ferces end casuaties,
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k. The Official military forces of the Arab States will guard
the hinterland aleng the frontiers, The forces will not, however,
participate im actiem inside of Pzlestine zs leng as Bhitiah ferces
are pregsent there. Even after the withdrawal of the British forecez
the official Arab armies will refrain frem actien inside Palestine;
in the event that the Security Ceuncil sends.an internationzl ferce
te Palestine. But if the velunteer Arab forces sheuld suffer set-
backs, or prove insufficient to overcome the Jewish defense forces
an¢ any internationzl units; thep & large part of the regular Arab
amy forces will be relgased frombregular army dﬁty—and will g6 ever
—to the ranks of the volunteers,

56 The seven Arab $tates shall pfovide funds en a proportional
basgig for the purchase of arms and medical_eduipment for volunteers te
be sent to Palestine for military operatiens. (It is reported that an
initial sum of E2,000,000 wes indicated), Lach state is to

decide for itself the manner in whieh its sh&re of these funds is

to be raised, wnether by imposing new taxes, increasing current

taxea, or by‘dlr:at allecatiea frem its treasury.

It is not yet known whether Transjordan approved the
ahove decisions; nor is it clear further whether the decisions are
finzl or subject to ratificstion by the states and parliaments cen-

cerned,



IV, December 20, 1947: Cabled Report from Jerusalem

It is learned from authoritative Arab sources that last November while
the United Nations was discussing Palestine a Syrian military mission left for
Europe to purchase arms to fight against partition and also against the Greater

Syria Plan. The mission consisted of Captain Aziz Abd-El Karim, Colonel Fawzi

Tillo and Lieutenant Jamal Feizal.,

The mission visited France; Belgium and Czechoslovakia and made considerable
arms purchaées@ Part of these arms were deliverable immediately and the
remainder by installments at two, three and four months intervals. The Syrian
Minister of Defense, who reported at length to the Arzb League Council in Caire
on the types and quaﬁtities of these arms, succesded in obteining League consent
for the dispatch of further missions to cther countries to acquire additional
| weapons, He also obtained League aprroval for a proposal to concentrate money,
eguipment, ammunition and tréining iﬁ the.ﬁénds of a special military committee
to be set up in Syria and to eonduct operations in Palestihe under the direct
supervision of the Syrian Government. With the support of Saudi Arabia and
Egypt ﬁhe Syrian Defence Minister also influenced the League against adopting
a decision to sever economic ties with the western countries, so that thé Arab

states might be able to obtain American dollars and other hard currencies to

purchase arms of Eurobean'countries which badly need such currencies in order

to stabilize their financial situation,



e‘-f‘w—

V. December 29, 1947: Cabled Report from Jerusalem

According to informztion from reliable Arab sources in Syria, it is
altogether untrue that recruitment of volunteers, nurchase of arms and
raising of funds in Syria and the Lebanon for use in Palestine, is being
conducted by private persons or unofficial bodies or by a Pan-Arab wmilitary
committee alleged to be sitting in Damascus.

The fact is that all these activities are being conducted by the

Governments of these two countries.

Officials of the Ministries of Defense in Beirut and Damascus have

set aside all their normal functions and are now engaged in organising the
suéply of arms and men for terrorist activities in Palestine,

The Minister of Internal Affairs of each of £he two states, further,
has instructed théir respective frontier guards not to interfére with any
Arab crossing from Syria or Lebanon into Palestine and vice versa, whether
in possession of a passport or not. Instructions have also been given to the
poiice ang gendarmerie not to interfere with the traffic in arms and to customs
officials not to check trucks going to Palestine; irrespective of whether

they are carrying arms, food or medical supnlies.

At the same time, the two Finance Ministries are engaged in imposing
new permanent taxes and special levies in support of their Governments!

Palestine action. They are also busy securing hard currencies, including
dollars and sterling, necessary for the purchase of arms from the Western

countries,



On the other hand such bodies as the Pan-Arab military committee,

and the representatives in S&ria and Lebanon of the Palestine Arab

Higher Executive and of other organizations recently created there to
help the Arabs of Palestine, serve only as & cover and an alibi for

the Syrian and Lebanese Governments vis-a-vis the world at large and

especially to ward off any reaction from the Security Council.
Our informstion indicates that both Governments have apparently

. made up their minds to exploit the Palestine problem and the hostilities

! = | apainst the Jews, in order to kill two birds with one stone: namely,

to preserve the unity of Palestine under Arab rule and to frustrate

King Abdullah's plans for a Greater Syria.

L 2
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VI. December 17, 1947: ‘Mail Report frem Jerusalems

Read Traffie

General Note

Traffic em the Jerusalesm-Tel Aviv road wagSeriously interrupted
and, at times, stopped edtirély during the first ten days of the Arab
rioting., The Jewish Agency made repeated represent&tieﬁs to the
Police and Government regarding the state of security om the roads,
particularly the&amlg section where vehicles had been attacged and
Jews murdered frem December lst, These representations proved
unavéilingo The Police were unable to previde adequste escort for

‘JewiSh cenveys and; instead of permitting the Jews to defend them-
selves; continued searching Jewich vehicleﬁ for arms, compelling
the convoys to preceed unescorted and unarmed,

Frem December 3rd, Jewish convoys skirted Ramleh and toek a
roundabout route via Gezer, Naan, Rehovot and Hatiqva. When this
route also preved unsafe following_attacks at Kubeib, convoys travelled
via Masmys and Rehevet. Attacks have occurred om thia’route as well.,

From December_lOth; the Army teok over responsib%}ity for
security on the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv rozd between the hours 0900 amd 1600.
Tr;ffic pacsed through Ramle Qithout incident en that day; but er the
morrew & convoy wes gttached at Yazur village. As a result there was
ne traffic on December 12th. Jewish traffic has since reverted to the
Masmiya route. |

It must be stressed that the obvious intenties of the Arab Higher
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Executive te imterrupt Jewish traffic and thereby to deal the Yishuw

a severe economic blow has to a considerable degrse been rendered
vessible of achievement by the utter fajilure of the autherities te
provide elementary security om the main roads, Besides the Jerusalem-—
Tel Aviv routc; attacks accompanied by severe loss of life have taken
plaée ont the Hebron and Lydda reads. The number of Jews killed ex-
ceeds twe scqre; while the wommded number m§r®-than twice this figure.
Traffic on thrse rocds, even in its present ettenuated ferm, is unsafe
te ihis day. |

December 17, 1947: Report es the Ben Shemsn Incident

1. This report has besn compiled by & special messenger sent to
Ben Shemen with the ambulance, sscorted by armoured cards which sped
to Ben Shemen immediately after the incident. The messenger gathered
the material from a number ef peopie on the spot.

2. The convoy consigted df tge follewing:
a. A tender :ith nine Jaéo?o including 2 zergeant;
b. Five lorries;
¢. A tender with seven Haganah men.

Ite route was Petah Tigva - Migdal Zedok - Muzrish - Keliah - Beit
Naballa - Khadita - Ben themesn.

3. The cenvoy was attacked by hgavy fire in Kelizh or seme 50 m.
beyond the village. The attackers were Arabs who used rifles and &
machine gun which, however? fired oﬁly a few reunds. Qur people
returned fire. The Haganah tender was dameged and a rumber of peeple

vere slightly wounded. The convey continued on its way leaving the

damaged tender behind.
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I Owxe of the lerries toek fire near the Beit Naballa quarrieg,
Aagd the eonvoy stopped. Seme of the men toek up positiens near the
road, whilst others tied the damaged lerry to another ene. A4t the
same time an Arcb bus srrived frem Beit Naballa. The bueg was full%
and when the passengers s eour men in their pesitions; they stopped
the bus and fled; the bus turned and drove back towards Beit Kaballa,
Seme Arebs opened spearadie fire; cur men returned fire, and the
Jerries eontinued égaina |

56 then the convey was just epposite the Arab Legion camp near
Beit Naballa, eme of the lerries stopped for am as yet smknown
.reason; the others contimued, At the same time another lerry arrived
which was avperently the Army Lerry which had collected the weunded .
men of the terder thet had rewsined behind near Kolizh. Between 150
and 200 Arsb soldiers wasaring red kefiss burst forth frem the tents
and opened fire ea the lerries with Bren guns, Sten guns and riflés,
fromw a distance of no more than 20 metres beyond the camp fence,

6. 1, men were killed; 6 were seriously wounded and L were
lightly wounded. The British Army lerry wss also fired on.

7e Arst Legionaries mounted the lorry and cownted the dead in
Inglish and-in Arabic, Yorem Goldmen and Haim {imchi simulated death
and were thus spared., Thea there were shouts of "Irjah" (ceme back),
and ﬁhe soldiers disappeafedp

8. The entire cbnvoy; except for the tender thgtiwas lefs
betweesn Kolish and Beit Nsballas asAwell as the lerry that stopped

them
near the Arsb Legion camp, resched Ben Shspem and with/two of the
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Yightly wounded,

11

S ¥ot a single shot was fired by our men in Beit Naballa,

ror was aﬁy grenade thrown. The bedies of the dead were taken to

Beer Yaskov hospital,

Arab Temporary Additional Censtable Deserters

The follewing cases of desertiom of Areb T.A.C's. have been

redorted im the press during the last weel:

Decexber 7th

Decenber Bth‘

December lith

Decenber lSﬁh

December 16th

Three Avab T.A.C.'s charged with smugzling
1 tommy gum
2 Sten gms
Ammnunition

One T.A.0. gave up rifle in Shafr Amr,

2 Arasb constables disappéared frem Nablus Police
Station with their weapons.

Arab T.A.C. shoets Jew whom he is supposed teo
escort.

Arabs steal rifles from 2 Ar:b T.A.C.'s im Jaffa,

Arab from Camel Corps deserts with
12 rifles

N 1 sub-machine gun

1 rocket pistol ) -
three boxes of eguipment
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A eorporal of the railway gusrds near Shukrir cllaged
to have polledted 5 rifiss and 400 rounds of ammeaition
and makes off,

Uihrem" reporis that. 700 Arab T.A. C.s hove crossed into
Syria, mo%i, of‘ them with their arms, :

Decsmber I4th 400 rifles, 60 000 rounds of amunltions 3 Bren guzs and
- 6 Sten gum; were stolen when Ayabs attaecked the Lrab awd-
liary Pelice School neur Ramle,
idditional information reveals that Areb [..1.C.s parti-
cipated im the robbery and deserted with their weapons,

December 16th 25 Apab 7.4.C.s repcrted to have daserted with their wespons
Prom Majdal Police Station in the last twe days.

(ne Agab T ALC, gusr:!ing the military car parked near the
Iling David Hotel in Jerusalem deserted with hie rifle. .

“"Agh-Shaab" repats that 60 Arab T.A Le8 have desarted to
Joikn Arabs in Dammscus being recrutted for esrvice in
Palestine,

MEHORARDUN ' 16 Deserber 1947

The Besponsibility of the Awrab Highsr Swecutive for the Distrubances

The following informt:‘;on has been received frém an absolutely unim-
peachable source:- |

The Arab Higher Executive is conmtinually approaching the Mefti and his
entourage with urgent and insistent demands for arms ,A money, and men for the
purpose of continuing the riots in Palestine, These dpproa,ches are mde from
Palestire by means of special messengers as well as through reguler channels |
of commmication, These calls were i‘orxgerly addressed to the Lebancen and
are now addressed to the Mufti in Beypt, Emil Ghoury has said quite plainly |
that the purpose of hish rip to Zgypt on December 16 was to obtain arms,
money and msn, | V

Consigmnts of arms are arriving from Transjordan on lorries belonging
to Amin Kawer. The Arab Higher Bxecubive office dealswith the receipt,,
storage and distribution of the arms, During the last few days this duty

my bave been transferred o the new office of the Jerusalem "Eopeott
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Committes”. Note: Ils. Coldie Myerson informed the Chief Secretary some
time ago of the place where the a.:;ms are received.

Tewidf Saleh Huassi‘ai; Jarnl Husseini's brother and Deputy Chairman of
the Aredb Party; and men of his entourage dre permanently stationed in the
bouse (i.e, the Boycott Offise) and distribute amms. ALl this is carried onm
with thé knowledge of the AH.E, Thers is contimuous contact between the

AH.E. office and the Boysont Office on the subject of arms, and people are

J

sent, from the AoH.E, office and from that of the Arob Party to Tewfik in the

Boycott Office, Kamel tArikat is usually to be found at the Buyeott Office
assigbing Tewlik.

AH.E, eiveles are voicing repeated complaints sgainst the people of
Ilsbron for mot having so far participated in the riotmg sufficiently.
Attempts ars beling mda to gst ihe layor of Illsbron, lichammed Al el Jabri
to go and see the Ifti so that the latter can influence him in the desired
direction, sixeﬁm Sabri Andin hae been sent to Hebron by the /.H.E. for the
purpose of inflaming the towm and ineiting it to ac;piona

There haye been repeated requests to the A H.E. emanating from variocus
towns and villages - especially from Jaffa and Haifa - for reinforcements of
money; men and arms. In Jaffa these requests are usually made by the Mufti's
collavorators and agents such as Mustapha Ll Taher; 1A13 Dsbagh, Mohammad
Salim. Abu Iaban and Rafiq Tamimi, rather than by the Woffiecial? represénta-
tives in the Natiomal Ccmxxittee. The requests arc uswally addressed to Imil
Ghoury and Dr, Khalidi,

‘ Apart from the mémbez‘s of the AQH_,E. vwho are engaged in organising
nreinforcements® as best they can ~ Dr, Khalidi, Rafiq Tamimi and particularly
Rpil Ghoury, a mumber of A.H.E. officials also take part in this work:
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Mehmoud el g Hamsd Nahdwi, Jamil Shabsbi, Ssleh J,Law.fs‘li Omay Tomimi, Abd E1
Refaf Fares and lbhammed 414 Saleh.,

The iiI.E. has slzborate plass to gharve out whe Jwish towas, pazbticu=
laxly Jeruvsalem. EBverything possible ic being deas To prevent the sale of
vogetables; eges, ebeo., by fAreh merchants and fellokin to Jeus, is activily
47 not cornected with the genersl boycoti, vhich was in force before the oub.
break of the ricte, and 1% must be related direetly Lo bhe present situation,
The A, egents have teen imstrusted to informm the aJL.b, office &b omce
whenever they see amy sals or tyausfer of Arab produce to Jews. In such cases
the A H,E. sends some hao?i.iga;ns along o stop the sale, [Kamel Ariket is the
chief orgoniser of this sarbicular sctivity,

The A.MLE 15 attempting to influemece high Arab government officials to
activity in the coliectio.n of funds and in influencing notoblesz of various
districts towards inecitemsnt and orpanisation for acbticn, ‘hArei el iAvef is

3

pariicudarly active in Ramallah in the collection of funds for the 4.H.T. and
with
ie in conbinuous eontset/the AH.D. in Jerusales.

The tone of the Apa ess, which is now entirely wnder ths guidance and
] press,

discipline of the AH.E., is sufficient t¢ show the direction in which the
Aoil.E. s influencing the Arab populstion. Une nced only read the description
of the ineidents, headlinem, comments, leading articles and the eolummists,

The Arab poprlation inm general knows very well whom 1t has to approach
with complaintez or requzsts in comnection with the riots, The Franciscan
Convent, for exawple, ¢ omprlained that Arab hooligans were gsimg its bulidings
for their mses and that they had installed guard posts. The superios

officisle of the convewm: approached the A H 5., which in reply, did not demy



regpanzibiiity for what these heolisans were doing.

The A.H.E. igsendirg all kinds of c:?c*as:aiasérs . Hulhitars end other
yer -."x.i‘e‘:.:a.a' e Egypb for tha pursose c,f ayas-amppiine and for talks with
the JuPtl, who glves them instruetions snd expounds his policy. The
Sgyriian consulets does moh uswally issue enbry vieas for gypt excert on
the recommendaticnes of t‘xw AHoEo, and ab timess the rovommendation of the
F»Mf;i hinmelf iz necessayry.

Prepayations for the eltack om the Kiar I$zlon econvoy wers carried on in
elose cooperation between the AH(E. office and a mawber of people in Hebron
and E\s‘ahlebezem, amnpng them Ayovb Museliam of Beb h_.eha. “here is reason to

believe that Jssc Bamdak, the Mayor of Brihlehem, also lmow of thu prepura-

N -
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tlone, lhevswer the A.E.E. informed collers and collazorators of this act s
the news was giver out as & plece of pood hidinmgs.

The theft of L00 rifles frqm the @nlice school mear Hamleh was carried
out with the advance kmowuledge of tha /.H.D. The ramoval of the arms and

their storage were alse carried out in contact with the i.H.D. office,

REPORT 10, VII
CABLID ZXTRACTS FRCH LGYPTIAN PRESS, J/NUARY 13, 1948

1. Al Lhram states that the Egyptier Government allotited 2 half millios
Lgyption pounds as a flrst installment in support of Palestine irebs fighiing
ageinst partition, This sur wes allotbed from a secret: budget of the
Premier and of the Forelgn linistry and is not part of the official budget,

This was dome in order to avold the possibility of a conflict with the
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Seourity Comell or the Goueral Assembly im the cvent that Dgypb is accussd
of a viclatlen of the General Aszerbly Hurolubion or of the United Naticns
Chorter,

2. EBoz FEL Tusef reports Lhot the Avab lssgue Secwrobarisab
&

recsived from the Indi:}n snd Afghanistan Govervrsents a large gquantity

of arms and esmmmibticon. The Seewetoarist i now srranging for the safe
transfer cf tids consigmmentto Palestine.,

’I;he sane papey reporh 'i.n:.zt the IRl asked the E‘z}lr_gtian Fremisr fey

pernission 46 transfey to Palestine all ayms ond ewmmition zeguired by

his cgepts and envoyes in Egypb. in the liestorn deserd and in Libya.

3. Al lussouny states that 120 Sgyption officersz have boen granbed sixe

monshs! leave withi full pay to go to Syria ond to join Areb volumbaxy forees.



