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UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION

The atitached letter, dated 6 February from ¥r, Foshe Shertok

of the Jewish Apency for Palestime is circulated for tae

o

inforration of msmbers of The Commission.



COPY

THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE
16 East 66t Strest
New York 21, N.Y.

February 6, 1948,

The Chairman

United Nations Palestine Commis:ion
United Nations

Lake Success, New York.

Dear Sir: g

T have the honor o make the following submissionon the
status of the Jewish Agency fo. Palestine in relation to Part I
Section A Paragrarh 4 of the G neral Assembly's Resolution on the
Future Government of Palestine which yprovides for the constitution
of Provisional Councils of Gov :rmment "as ra~idly as nossible" and
"after consultation with the ¢smoeratic varties and other public
organizations of the Arab and Jewish States”,

2. The Executive of t}2 Jewish igency for Palestine was elected
by the World Zionist Conzress in Decemb:r» 1946, The following Jewish
narties in Palestine narticip ted in theze elections and sent their
delegates to the Conrress.

Labor:
Manai
Achdut Haav .dah
Hashomer Hs .zair
Hap.-el Hami ;rachi

Non-Laber:
Aliyah Had: shah
General 7Zi nists
Fizrachi
Revisionic .s

3, The Jews of Pales ine periodically hold countrywide elections
not only for the World Zic .ist Congress, but a}so for the Elected Assembly
of Palestine Jews (Asefat laniv charxm) whose exscutive organ is the
Vaad Leunri, The renresen:ative character of the Jewish comrunity thus
organised is officially r :.cognised by the Mandatory Government under the
Crganisation of Communiti 3s ordinance.

4. I enclose a telc zram which the Jewish Agency has just received
from the Prisident and C! airman of the Vaad Leumi in all negotiations for
the establishment of a J wish Provisional Council of Governnent,

5, The enclosed telegrar gives a list of the marties znd
organisations revresented by the Vasd Leuml; with their relative
numerical strength in the Elected Assembly.

6. The only Jewish -arty or group which is outside the
org&nlsatlonal franework both of the Jewish Agency and of the
Vaad Leumi is the organisation known as Agudath Israel -~ a tody of
orthodox Jews. The Jewish Agency invariably consults with i he
Agudat lIsrael on all major rolitlcal matters affecting Palestine
Jdewry and full agreement has usually been reached, The Jewish
Agency will certainly take steps to ensure that the views of the
Agudat Israel are canvassed before | voposals are made for ttle
constitution of a Provisional Council of Government.



7. It is submitted that the Jewish Agency for Palestine by
virtue of its own renresentative character and its author ity to
sveak for the Vaad Leumi represents the interests of the overwhelwming
majority of Palestine Jews. The Jewish Agency hopes sho tly to submit
the agreed views of the "democratic parties and opublic o -ganisations
in the Jewish Stite" on the comrosition which they rroro:e for the
Provisional Council of Government.

I have the honor to be,

Faithfully yours,
/s/ M. SHLRTOK

Hoshe Shertok

MS/bfa

nclosure



COPY OF CABLE RECEIVED FEBRUARY 5th, 1948.
JWY/RC1 VXY126 TELAVIV 160/154 &4 1620

NLT SHZRTOK JLEVAGENCY NxwYORK

2¥ VIRTUL RESD LUTION A PTED TODAY BY EXiCUTIVE VAADLEUNI AUTHORIZATION

I5 GIVEN T2 EXECUTIVE JxWATENCY AND ITS ACCREDITED REPRISENTATIVES

UNO NEGOTIATE ALSO BEMALF GEZNERAL COUNCIL VAADLEWI JSWWISH COMMUNITY
PALESTINE FORMATINN PROVISIONAL COUNCIL JEW SH STATE STOP POLLOWING
PARTIZS ARD ORGANIZATIONS PARTICIPATZD LAST ZLECTIONS Lth ASSEFAT NIVHARIM
1st AUGUST 1944 20240L VOTERS PARTICIPAT :D OUT OF 300018 ENTITLED TO VOTE
STOP 27. SETTLi}ENTS PARTICIPAT.D ELECTIONS ALSO 9219 ENLISTED MEN AND
WOMEN LHO VOTED IN THEIR UWITS IN PALESTINE AND ABROAD STOP 171 MEMDBERS
ASSEFAT NIVHARIM HAVE BiEN ELECTED ON FOLLOWING LISTS MAPAI «3 HASHOMER
HATZAIR AND POALE ZION AND AHDUT AVODA 37 ALIYA HADASHA 1€ HAPOEL HANIZRAHI
AND POBL MIZRAHI WOMEN 17 FIZRAHI AND ORTHODOXS ANU F'IZRAHI WOMEM 7
GENERAL ZIONIST AND ZIONIST WORKER 7 YEMENITES 6 MZRCHANTS AND INDWPENDSNT
ORTHODOXS § WDMiN INTERNATICNAL Z"IQNIST ORGANIZATION 4, COMMUNISTS

POPULAR DENOCRACY 3 MACCABI 3 POPIJLAR MOVEMENT FOR JEWISH STATE LUBOTZKY 1

BENZVI PRESIDENT REMEZ CHAIRMAN



