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ages

(British Zenes)

DETENTICH ¥0, OF CATEGORY OF RECOMMENDATION
POINT PRISONERS DETENT ION
bethleliem 10 Cenvicted Amnaesty and Release
(Weaen)
Atlit 50 ‘ Ne Charge Release
(Wemen)
Latrun 415 Ho Charge Release
Jerusalsn 200 Convicted Amnesty and Release
Kenya 288 Neo Charge Repatriation and Release
(British Africa)
Germany 10 Various Amnesty, release and

Repatriatien




MEMO ON HEBREW _FRISONERS

I, THE PRESENT SITUATICN

There are today three categories of Hebrew prisoners held by the
British fer acts of war against the Palestine Administration., These are:

(a) Prisoners whs have been tried and cenvicted by British
military cosurts en political charges.,

{v) Prisonera whe are being detalned administratively, without
charge er trial, and are being held in Palestinian -
camps .

(¢) Frisoners who are being detained administratively, without
charge or trial, and have been deported te the cencen-
tratien camps at Gilgil, Kenya.

{d) Hebrew prisconers in the British zone of Germany, held for
political acts.

There are aboat twe hundre¢ ceavicted prisoners, about six hundred

prisoners detained in Palestine without charge, and absut four hundred

priseners detained in Xenya, alse without charge, in all over a thousand

oprisonars, and about tsn prisoners in Germany, -
I3, THE CONDITIONS OF DETENTION

The prisoners held in Palestine are guarded by Arab and British guards.
Recently the security situation deteriorated te such an extent that all
Hebrew prisoners wsre moved from the Acre Priseon te the Jerusalem Prison.
Also, all the Hebrow wemen detalness were moved from the Bsthlehem Women‘s
Prisen te a Wemanfa detention camp in Atlit. However, ﬁhere are still five
convicted Hebrew women prisoners in the Wemen's Jail in Bethlehem and there

are about five hundred Hebrew men priseners in the Latrun camp. Beth



Bethlehem and “e_"at'mm are far remeved from any Hebrsw lscality and the
prisoners are at the abseluta mercy of their guards, There is also a
great risk of the Arabs staging an attack agsinst either Bethlehem er
Latrun and in such a case it is te be expected that the guards will not
offsr any serious resistance and a massacre of the absolutely defenseless
prisoners will result. The conditiens in Jerusalem are scmewhat better
bacause the prissn is situated in the center of a city with a large Hebrew
ma jority, but there teo the prisoners are at the mercy of their Arab and
British guards, \

In Kenya, altheugh there is no danger of an Arab attack, there exists
considerable t ension between the prissners and their guards which ence

razulted in the guards sh@oting and killing two prisoners and weunding

ifteen sthers,
I7T. SUGGESTIONS

It 1s suggested that:

{2) The thrse hundred Hebrew detainess deporied te Kenya be
ropatriated to Palestins,

{b) The emergency laws permitiing the detention of persons withcut
trisl be abelished and that consequently ths seven hundred
fifty detainees of Kenya, Latrum and Atlit be released.

{¢) An amnesty be given te all Hebrew prisonsrs in Palestine and

Germany cenvicted fer political acts, and that all such
priscners be released,

I¥, THE REASONS BEHIND THE SITUATION

After Britain’s declaration that it will leave Palestine in 19,8, thus
ac2eding teo the extreme demands of the Hebrew underground, there dees not
seam to be any reason for the continuation of the conflict between the two

gidas, The fact that the conflict is still geing on is due to an apparent



determinatiocn en the part sf the British to take the maximum vengeance
on its erstwhile Palestinian fees before leaving their country. The
helding ef over a thousand‘ﬂebrew priscners is today completely unwar-
ranted, The fact that this situation is tolerated by the United Natiens
has a censiderable demoralizing effect not enly en the members of the
Hebrew undergreund, but en the whole Hebrew nation. The Hebrews feel
that they should not be uselessly martyrized in order te satisfy the lust

for vengsance of a British police fercs.



