.-UNITED NATIONS P LEATING COMMISSICN

Commnn1CPt10n Received from Jewlish Ag
cerﬂlng the Foed Situation in Jerusal

ravity
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The followinr communlcﬂt o1,

‘of the Mod situation in Jeruselem, has bsen received from Yr, Moshe

~

Shertok of the Jewish Agency for ralestine.
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s . 36 Bast 65 Strest
T Kew York 21, K.Y,
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We are comsirained %o ¢all the attentlon of the United Nations
Falestine Comnissicn to ths Apcroasing gravity of %he Tood situatics

in Jerusalsn where 100,000 Jews ars thrsatened with starvation ez a

 pesuit of the indifferonce of the Handstory Govermmeut bo the dapreda-

ticms of armesd Arob gaungs. Primavy rssponsidllity for the depledion
cf Jerucalem's focd supply musit resi with the ﬁaﬁd&%@rg Powor whieh,

despite its pledges and prqtestatima , has utlerly lsaa to meintain

- law axd order on-tha higﬁmys,

Preas reports from Palestine smemeiing fram offlcizl British

sources allsge that the Jowish Agency has vofussd to cuoperete with

~ the Mandatory Govervment in errenging for the adsquate protecticn of

such con¥OyS. Such reporis are apparently inspired to divert attenticu
from the facts and thus to excmorate ths Mendatory Govermment from iis

responsibility. We have sought inforwation ou this subjest from Jeru-

. salen end are ncw ebles to inform the Commission that these reports are

\

wtrug,

The facts are as follows: |
1. Tho Mandatory Goverpment bas not offersd to escort food convoys
ia_ ~Jerusaleﬁ, nor bas ﬁ. stipulated sny conditicms undsr which suéh
essort might be provided. Since November 20 the Mawmdatory Covsroment

kas pever acknovlelged a duty to protect wehisles bringing focd %o
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Jeru;sb.}.am. Tha Jewlsh vebicles wndortaking this jlowrney woTs fSr several weeks
haltsd, searched and scmmetimes dlssrmed by Britisd sacurliy Iorcss. This
pracitice has now cessed and thss preaent 3;&3;51':1 is that the Mandatory Covern-
‘ ment no longey Obsﬁn‘acté the Journey of food convoys to Jerusalsm, but 1t takes
no active meeaurss o facilitate their sefe ervival.
- 2,  Whatevaer food now reaches Jerusalem for the Jewlsh population arrives
:»:1;:_ theough the afforte and vsuelly throvgh the seli-gacrifice of Jewlish defzndars.
( ; B Gnly today it is reported from Jsruselew that a Tifty-truck Jewlsh couvoy
finally entered Jerusalsm after bautllng its wuy througk Arab forces vhick
atta:z;ptasi to block ;ta path, 7
:3. #r, R. ¥, Graves, a E"sri";.:l'ahfo‘.hziaﬁiﬁ Sralzpean of the Joruesism Municipal
Commiasion, appeinted by the High Gc@%i‘omfﬁ informed the prees on ¥areh 3 l,‘
‘1548, that the Commlssion had not teken eny special steps to assurs the food
gsupply of Jerusalem, Mr., Craves exyrsssed himcelf as satisiled by the state-
e “; - mantz of ths Gofia_rﬁent Focd Contrsller tbat the supply of focdstufls was
\a&sgu&te for the next three months , i.2., 111 the =2nd of May.
h; We ars informed thet ths President of the Vead Leumi has called on Mr., Azcarais
to ccmaniqata to him tﬁa f&c’t;s about the dangerous dsplstion of Jerusa'sm's food
N supnlﬁ #8, Tho Presldent of ke Vasd TLoumd haz suggested that the Advance Pﬂ"‘&y use
1’:.5 good offices to request the Mepdalory Power to assume the responsidpllity of
con?:c;rir.g supopiies to J’erumlm ursil ths ternimaticn of ths Handats, For tis
Maﬁdatcry Government to iolzamta tha fré&a cperation of Arad tands, whose avowed
purpose i3 ths atarvetlon of the populetion of Jeruselem, is incompatible with ths
elementary obligations of any governmant worthy of the pame. The Jewlsh Agsnc)
faliy supports the Vead leumi's suggssilion ard expressss the hope that the Com-
mission will use its influemcbev to escurs ths fulfilment of ites requeat,
| Sincersly yours,

Mosha Skertok (signed)



