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UNIIED NATIOHS PALESTING COBISSION

cm&mm&i&a FROM THE JEWISH ACERCY FOR PALESTINT CONCERNIEG
T CRELESTYIALS OF THE
AGEHCY

In respouss to the roqusst pressated to the
Jewieh Agimey fer Palsstios in pursummce of the
Comsisgion’s deoirs tv Xmov murae precisoly the ax-
tent to which the Agemcy repressnted the Jewieh
Commxnity of Palestine, the follewing comsmmieation
bas been recsived. Phe letiter wap arvonesusly ad-
dresaud to Mr. Fpsteln snly becanse ho hal commemi.
cated the requost to ihe Agency on behalf of the
Seerotary te the Coumzlssion.



THE JEWISH AGEHCY FOR PALESTINE
16 East 66th Street, New York 21, K.Y.

23 Jenuary 1948

Y¥e. ¥W. Epstein
United Nations Palestine Commimsion
Lake Suscess, Kev York

Daar Mr. Bpsteint
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Vith veference to owr telsphone conversstien yesterday I wish to make
the fellowing cbssrvations on the relation of the Jevish Agency and
the Vasd Leum! to Part I, Section B, Para. 4 of the Gensral Asssubly’s
Resolution dealing with the estadlishment of Provisional Councils of
Governswnt in "consultation with the democratic partles and other
public organizaticns of the Arsb ard Jewish Stetea.®

The phrass smploysd in the Acssadly’'s Rosolution is formmlated widely
in an effort to dafine the widely differing conditions obtaining in
the Jeovieh and Arad areas. The Jevish popiation 1s not divided

inte a nmusbur of unconnscted parties and public organizations. It
holde countryvide elections on a bmsis of umiversal adult suffrage
both for the World Zionist Congress vhich eppoints the Jewismh Agency
Executive and for the Assepbst Haniveharian (Elscted Asssmbly) vhose
Exsoutive organ is the Va'ad Leum! (National Council). The Jewish
Agency Exescutive and the Va'ad Letwal are therefors constituted by
demscratio slectoral procesces simllar to those vhersdy govarmments
ere elected in fandopendent states.

The following parties took part in the slection to the last Zionist
Congress (Dscexdor 1546) which appointed the Jewlieh Agency Exwoutive:

Labar Hapal

- Ackdut Avodzh
Heashomar Hatzair
Hapoel Hamizrachi

Yon-Labar Revigicnists
Allya Hadasha
General Zionists
¥lzrracht
Others (=maller groups)

In the elsction of the Elocted Assembly which appoints the Va'ad
Leun!i all the sbove parties put forwerd thely candidates. In
atdition, cartain sactions of the commmity, o.g. vomsn's organiza-
tionz, put wp separats listo, and the Palastine Commnist Party
polled 2% of the votes cust. In thess elactions held in Decexber
1946, mmnthmmﬁhmthmmtosm&atam
adnlt popuiation of 378,000

It fellaws that the euly crgamized group which has not taksn tho
opportunity to influence the composition of the Jevish Apeacy Exe-
cubive and the Va'ed Leun! i3 the wltra-orthodox group kaown 28
Agudath Israsl.
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6. Tus Va'ad Leuwmi informed the Special Sessien of the General Assembly
that the Jewish Agenoy for Palestive vas coupetent to deal on its
behalf and on behalf of the Jews of Palestias in all political and
other mattars. The Jewish Agency therefere has a two-rold capacity.
It represents the Jewish population of Palestins orgonizsd under
the Va'ad Lewumi, and the interest in Palsstine of the Jewieh people
throughout the world, orgasized in the World Zionist Congress.

This statwes is recoguized wnder Articls 4 of tha Leagus of Katicns
Hendats for Palsstine. The Ceneral Assembly of the United Nations -
through its appropriate cammittess has recognized the Jewish Agsncy
23 tho sole and sufficlent representative competent to epesak for
the Jovich populution ef Palestine and Jews throughout the world
intorestsd in the reslization of Jeuish mationel aspirations in
Palestine. The Ceners)l Asscsbdly in May 1947 declined to hsar

other Jewieh organizations ¢n the grounds that thsy did not fulfil
the condition of repressuting a conmiderable ssctiom of the Jevis
population of Palexbine.

7. Alddressing the Spscial Ssssicon of the Gensral Asssmbly on 12 May
1947, Str Alexander Cedogan (United Kingdcm) mald:-

“Ap the ropropsutative of the Msndatory I caz say that if we vere
to hear the Jewish Agsncy we shonld then have a fair picturo of
vhat the Jews of Palestine held and wank.”

€. In the light of these conmiderations I am directed to sudmit that
the U.H, Cormission would be acting in sccsrdance with the facts
and in conformity with estadblishied United Kations yractice re-
gexrding the Jowieh Agsacy for Pelestine and the Va‘ad Lesui as the
rorpressntatives of "demoscratic partiss and ether public organiza-
tions” vho zhould be econsultsd in the rormation ef & Jowlah
Provisional Cowncil of Govermmsnt.

I remain,
Yours sinceraly,
(Sigrod) AUBREY S, EBAW



