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Cosmwnication Received from Assire Zion Committee, Xondon,
Concerning Jevwish Detainess at Gilgil, Kenya

The following communication, addressed to the Secrotary-Ceneral, has
teen recelved from the Asgire Zion Committee, Iondon, concerning Jewish

detainees in the Detention Camp at Gilgil, Xenya,
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ASSIRE ZION CO2(ITTER Remo House,
: 312 Regent Btreet, london,
W.1
Y 10th March, 1948

Ris Excellency Trygve Lee,
Becretary Generel to U,E,0,
Lake Buccess,

U.S.A,

Your Excellency,

Hay I reepactfully sutmit for your comsideration and intersst the guestion
of the repatriation of the Jevish Daportees now in the Detention Cemp of
Gilgil, Kenya,

1 am sure that you are avars that the Jewish Detainees are detained without
Judgemont or trial by virtue of the Emergency Regulations 1945,

The Implementation Commission in Palestine has announced in the British end
Jewish prees on lst March that the British Authorities have agreed to co-
oparate in the repatriation of the Dstainees to Palestine before the
termination of the Mandate. VWe have received from the Cemp information that
the Dotainees are restlees, and after the exclusion of Palestins from the
sterling area were completely lsolated from Palestine. Our Palestine Committee
therefore wes vnable to transfer to the Camp food, medical supplies, or money,
end the Detalnees were considering the proclamation of a hungsr-gtrike.

In order to prevent this unnecessary sufforing I cadbled the camp informing
them of the U,.H.0. Implementation Commiszion’s snnouncement, Today, hovever,
1 received from the canp the following cable: -

"ATTORNEY GEFERAL KENYA OFFICIALLY TOLD US YESTERDAY : (A) IERIAL REPATRIATION
ANRCUSCEMEET (B) CAMPS REPATRIATION ONLY JUST BEFCRE EVACUATION ERITISE FORCES
ARD FOT EEFORE MAMDATE TARMINATION EUT IF UFO OBJECTS OUR ARRIVAL AFTER MANDATE
TERMIFATION ERITAIN WILI, REPATRIATE US BEFORE MAY: 15th, (C) SMALL ORDINARY
GROUP IRCIUDING SICK RETURNING 500N STOP BITTERLY SHOCEED CAMP URGES STRONGLY
INTERVEETION CABLE - JEWISE EXIIED DETAINEES GILGIL KREYA"

Under thess conditions may we appesl for your intervention with the UKO
Implementation Committee. UNO's intorvention is urgent if only because of the
cutting-off of Palestine from the sterling srea deprives the Detainees of the
minimm support which they used to receive from their Parents and our Committes
in Palestine. The international Red Cross Committee of Enguiry has established
that ths rrovisions cn the spot are not sufficient to maintain people not fit
to live in the climatical conditions in Cilgil,
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At the mome timo the Dotainess strongly resent the fact that the British guard
hes been replaced by Hegross under the charge of B.C.0's former members of the
Faczist Isague in England, They remomber, only too wall, the incident which
occurred on January ITth 19%6 in the Detention Camp of Asmwara, Eritre: , vhen

the Bogro guard then opened fire without sny provocation killing three and
vounding tvelve others,

As pone of the Detainees were convicted by a Court of lse, and se the repatri-
ation of the Dotsineos seems to be a decided iesue, prolongation of their ‘
detention 1s nothing more then & sadigtic desire to inflict injury and sufferings.
By sutmitting for your consideration this hvmanitarien problem, may we add
that we are acting not only on behelf of ths Detainses themselves, but on
behalf of their ‘arents, Wives,and Children, who for many years vere deprived
of their bresd-winners and were obliged to seek our smsistance.

Pleage accept, Your Excellency, the expreseion of 6ur high esteen,

¥We rezain, Sir,
Yours falthfully,
ASSIRE ZIOB COMMITTEE

I. Beneri (eigned)



