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UNITED FATIORNS PALESTINE COMMISSION

Comrmmication Received from Hebrew
Coxmitiea of Nationsl Lideration.

The folloving commmmication, concerning the formatlon of a Provisional
Council of Goverzmment in the Jewish State, hao been addressed to Mr. Listcky
by the Rebrew Cozmittes of National Liberation.
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17 Maxrch 1948

2315 Mossackusetts Avenus, K. W.
Waskington 8, D.C.

BEBREM COMMITTEE OF WATIONAL LIBERATION
March 16, 1948

Daar Dr. Lisicky:

In our letter of February 16, 1948, and during the March lst eession of the
United Kalions Commission on Palestine, ve pressuted onr basic views regarding the
smergancy situstion in Palestine. KNow that the Coymismsicn is beglmming delibera-
tiona on the gpscific question of the formstlon of a Provisional Council of Govern-
ment for Hebrew Palestine, we respectfully snimit the vievs of the Hebrew Committee
of National Libaration on this question. VWhile the Helrew Committee, as a Pales-
tinian body in exile, 1g naturally deeply concerned with the urgent meed for such a
Provizional Govarumenit, wa wish to point out that, in accordance with our policy as
previously outlined to the Cowmimsion, nsither the Hebrew Committes nor itn indiv.
idual members are sseking participation in the Covmell of Covermuent iteelf.

We welcome the fact that the Commission's Second Monthly Report indicates the
Commission ip determined to procesd with the estadlislment of the Frovisional
Councll of Goverrment of the Hebrev Republic of Palestine. We bellieve that this
Provisional Council mmat be formed even thovgh the Commission will not be in
Palestine by April let and aven though the Govermment of the United Kingdom opposes
such a step. It will, of course, be impocsidle for the Proviesional Council of
Government to begin exercising ite suthority in Palestine before May 15th, but, im
any grent, it can come lato existence on March 3let, and, under the guldancs of your
Commiasion, its representativez abroad can begin fumetioning officially with respect
to many urgent practical matters, such as military and food smpplies, financial
arrangements, ctc.

As to the composition of the Provietional Cowncil of Goverpment, the Hebrew
Comittee wishes to teke strong exception to the known vievs of the Jewieh Agency
in this matter. The Hebrew people, a® & modern and democratic nation, are eager
to safegrard the civil, religlous snd political rights of all the inhabltants of
Palestine. It must be clear, therefore, that the Provisional Council is to be a
Palestinien, uwot a Jevieh body. Until such time as democratic elections can be held
in which Palestinieng of all creeds, as well as the repatriated Hehrews of the
diespors can participats, a nuxber of placea on the Council should be allocated to
repreaentative Christians and Moslems. Every effort should be made to obtain their
participation in the Council of Govermment. If, hovever, bscause of ths intimidation
and terror of the fasclst "Arsd EHlgher Committes,™ the participation of Christians
and Mozlems cannob be odtalned at the present time, it should be mede clesr that
soats are ressarved for them in the Council and that efforts to sgecure their par-
{icipation will bYe mude by the Councl) itself after it kae been created.

Wo respectfully propose, therefore, that the Frovisicnal Council of Gavernment
of Hebrew Paleatine be composed of the minimal numher of mewbers needed to give
proper representation to all elsments of the population and to provide heads for all
the essential Ministries. This mmber, in ovr estimstion, should be seventeen.

Four or five of these mexmbersz should be Paleztinlans of Christian and Moslem falth.
In the event that it should prove impoesidble at the present time to find suitadble
candidates for these ports, they chould de left unfilled, and the functivne of the
Ministries they womld otherwise direct shonld meauwhile be carried on by Under-
eocretaries. The compoaition suggested sbove is offered as a measure of good will
vwhich would help stabilize conditions in Paleatine.

Dr. Karsl Lisicky, Chalrman
United Nations Palestine Coomiszion.
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It is the view of the Bebrew Coomlttee that the Frovisional Cowncll of Govern-
ment shonld reflect the configuration of "democratic and other pudlic gromps” in
Paleatine. Wo rejsct the composition sdvocated by the Jewigh Agmcy vhich ia based
upon the structvre and yepresoniation of Zionist parties in the World Zicnist
Orgseization, and, conmeguemtly, i# not representative of the Hebrow pation. ¥We
proposa, therefors, that the Provisicnal Cowncil of Govermsent shozld be melected
by the United Nations Commission from asmong: Underground forces which, tecause of
Britiah occupation, could mot fumction openly ee political parties; Pelestinian
partien, in accordasncs with thelir mmmericel strength in Palestine; the mayors of
the principal citlien, and the Sephardic and Yemenite commmitien.

Furthermore the General Assembly, having recognized Hebrow soversignty in
Palestine, has mnde rpecisl yrovision® to mafeguard the righte, in the transition
pericd, of those Hebrews vho have as yeb been prevented from roaching Palestine.

We believs, consequently, that the Frovisional Cowncil of (overnmemt shouwld imclude
several represzsntative Hebrewn from smong Hebrvew mationals awaitiog repatristion to
Palestine, particularly those concentrated in Cyprus and Hebrew displaced persome
caxp2 in Europe. ‘

¥e aleo reject the structuvre propomed by the Jevish Agency for the Provisionsl
Council of Govermaant, which scema to ne to resembls more closely a religlous
Vatican than a modern repudblic. There has beem announced, for exwmpls, the proposed
creation of a "Minisiry of Edmcation and Religion™ to be healed by a Rabbi. We gee
no necessity whatever for a Ministry of Religlion, uwnlesa ite task be io assure the
equality of all religions befors the lavw, and ve certainly cannot accept that the
Minlstry of Education be in sny way comnected with religion. In . lher words, ws
believe that the structure of the Council mmst be based on the democratic principle
of separatiocn of State and Church.

The great historical siymificance of ths recognition of Hedrew movereignty in
Palestipne 1lies in the opportunity it offers to cure, in the interest of =1l pations,
one of the world's greatest 11ls -~ the "world Jewish prodlex.” Thie capnot be
achlieved by creation of a Jewish Vatican, which would perpstuate rather then solve
the probles.

The Hebrew Republic of Palestine mmat come into being as & normal, modern,
democratic state. It smst break away from the abnormal way of eristence that has
been forced upon our people by centuries of oprression and persecution. We trust
that the United Nations Commicsion will help the Hetrew people to sstablish a
genuine eoversignty in Palestine, and not a segregated, ghetto-liks entity.

Ve beg to gulmit that the very torm "Javieh State” is both confusing and
ambiguous, and we suggest that it bo replaced by that of the "Helrew Republic of
Palestine.” This would clarify the status of the millions of Jaws wha are alhiian~
of other countries zad intend %o remein eo.

Ve hope that the Commiesion will give dus consideration to the views herein
expressed mnl we reapectfiully requost an opportunity to appesr before yowr Com-
migslon in ordsr %o give a fuller and more detalled exposition of our proposals
regarding the question of the Provisional Council of Government snd to angwer
vhatever questions the Coxmiesion may wilsh to put to us.

With the assurances of my high esteem and consideration.

Fatthfully yours,

(s1gned) PETER H. BERGSON
Peter H. Bergson



