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UNITED HATIONS PALESTIER COMMISSION

Communication Recelved from Jewieh
Dotainses, Gilgil, Xenys

The following communication, concerning their repatriation to
Paleﬂstine, hae been received from the Camp Supervisor on behalf of the
dewish Detziness at Cilgil, Zenya.
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JEWISE POLITICAIL DETAINEES IN EXILE
Epecial Camp, Gilgil, Xenya

- Gilgil, 19th March, 1948 «
The Chairman,

United Ratione Palestine Commiesion,
leke Success, U.5.A,

Sir .
’ Subject : REPATRIATION TO PALESTINE OF JEWISH
POLITICAL DETAINEES IN EXILE , :

v ‘

We acknowledge with eppreciation your letter Ref. No.l302-1-2/m,
dated the 5th of March 198, signed by Mr. Relph J, Bunche, Principal Secretary.

Cbnsiﬁei;ing the fact that the problem of our repatriation to Palestine
is subject of negotistions between you end the British Govarnmaxit, we deem 1%
neceseary to put before you a precise description of the detaingae of this
cemp, our strange status 'a.nd the pree;nt situation here in viev of the devel-
“opments 1n snd around Pelestins.

Bging 1solated from first sources of infoxmtion ijb is very difficult
for ue to underste;nd the real reasons for the ofﬂcial announcenent of the
Eenys Govemmant which saye that: "mangmnts will be msde for all the
remaining detaineese in the Special Camp at Gilgil, Kenys, to be repatriated
to Pelestine, to arrive there not later than the end of July 1948" ~- en
ennouncement which contradicts your snnouncement broadcest by the B.B.C. on
28 February 1948, «_iecla.ring that : "the Govermment oi' Britain informed the
Palestine Implementation Commission that the Jewish politicel detainees in
Eenya will be returned to Palestine before the mandate ends, 1.s. the 15th
of May~. - 7 ‘

Bitter experiences in the past bring us to the essumption that this
time, as usuel, the suthorities councerned have tried to divert your atten-
tion from our case by describing the immates of this camp as most dengerous

‘ people, who have %o be kept ee fer as possible from Polestine, so that the
securit.y poait:lon there ig not further endangered. We feel 1t our duty to
refute such probable and damaging allegations by putting before jou eams

relevant facts. ‘(Enclosed stetistics on the camp detainees. )
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- &) Bot a single detainee of this camp has ever been brought before

a Court of Justice, nelther has anybody been secatenced for any 1llegsl

activities. ALl the detainges of thie cemp bave been dotalned snd deported

only because they have been suspected of having connections with 1llegal -
organizations in Palestine, or becsuss of being suspected sympethisers of
thoege orgsnlzations. A géoat many of ithas doilninees hers have never even

been interrogated by the police, For sake of bre;fity we shall not/ doscribe
the methods of detentions, many of which were causes, e.g., as the result of
i-liclous glandeﬂng based on personsl hatred ani rasvenge, a common» and

d48ily occurrence in a etate under emsrgency lsy enabling adminigtrative '
srrests, ’

b) Among the detainéee here thors aro many who have baen dstained
for seven and elght years, 1.e, thelr arreet took place during ones of tie
short pesceful periods in Palestine, _ '

¢} Since the first deportation on the 19th October, 3oLk, some 130
detalness who were depoﬁed as “"dangerous to public aecizrity“,, have alresdy
been repatriated and relsaced, and are now free citizene of Pelestine. This
.;fact proves clearly that e-em from the Government's point of view these
people have never been e threat to sscurity end the esuspicions _agaiast tham
vere groundless, They had, neverthelese, been deteined, deported, and pezsed
many months and years in exile, Hovevez', the pumber of deportees wvas not
reduced, as the procedure of the Government was slwaye to roplace the released
detainees by newcomers, IXven at present there are many detainees here vho wers
officially promised by the Palestine Covernment, over & yesr ego, that they
would be released in the “very nesr future", or in otker cases "within the
éoming eight days”, The threat of deportation ms a means of intimidation wes
thus kept psrmanently hanglng ovexr the heads of the Jews in Palestine. Thie

eystem of the Govermment may Justify our presumption that the stetus of the

. deportees of this camp is one of political hostages.
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d) Vo have had information from reliable sources that over 120 of
the camp's 260 dstainees have been rocormanded and approved meny nonths ago
for their full release from detention, or repetriation to Palestine, ’me
recoﬁmending body was a governmental official committes in Pslestine, called
the Advigsory COmmitteé, headsd by Judge Mennirg, an Eaglish Judge who nad
been spescially appointed for this purpcse. This Cam;tteew:recbmndationa

were not carried ont, . . .

i Thers 1& no difference whatecover between the exiled politicsl
dete - ses who were unfortungtély detained in & wonth vhen the Government of
Pelestine had decided on deportation of a group of people to exile, and all
other political detalnees who wers deteinsd in Iatrun Camp, Pslestine, and
vere later transferred to Athlit Cemp, in the Jewish séctor of Pelsstine.
The chaxge is in béth caeges the very esmo: msre cusplcion,

T) As a further proof that our continued detention 1'n exile has not
i)een motivated by enxiety for public security, %o would 1like to stress the
fact that political prisonere (not detainses), vho were brought to trial for
sabotnge acts ageinet the regime, and vere sentenced to long terms of im-
Irisonment, have been tranferi’ed, during the lsst few weeks, from the
Jerusalsm Central Prison to the a/m Athlit Detention Camp. We, at the same
time, are still in exile far avay from our land.

g) In Pelestine all the military Jewish organizations enjoy at px'aaonft" :

& gemi-legal status, People vho are caught with firearms and admit thair
mam'berahip\in thess organizations are sentenced now to several veeks' im-
prisooment or to & small fine, while we, the deportees in Konye, ths only
charée egalnst whom wvas mere euspicion, have already spant long years in
dotention and exile, yéars of suffering and leolatlon from our families; end

still the dey of our freedom is beyond tha immediate future.



-

RESTRICTED

. o ‘ o M/25
. © ~Be ' ] 30 March 2948
\3._ - For further explanation wa‘ bég to draw a short survey of the hietory
of this camp since 1ts very firet day.

In the middle bf the night of the l9th October 19k4, without any
previcus notice, 251 Jewish political )dete.inaiea in Iatrun Camp, Pslestine,
vexre ﬁandcuffad, taken to & nearby airfield, and flown over to Eritres.
Anmong the deporteeg were peop.'bs/ vhose Immadiate relsase hgd'beén ;;romisad
severel days esrlier, The deportation was arranged sven not eccording to
the weight of suapicio;z but simply according to the number of deportbes
vhich vas previously fimd. When one of the detainees could not be found
by the warders in the camp quick enough, another was ;mdiately taken
instesd. ' 4

In addition to the compulsory isolation from their families (no
visits; whatsoever end months without lotters) the exiles had a perpetual
struggls for the a.chieveaent of their vex"y elementary needs. It wes e
struggle for obtaining owr religious neceasitlee end basic conditions.
During three and a half yeers, we were wandering from csmp to camp

throughout the African continent. After spsnding three months in the

 billy town of Asmere, the cemp was shipped to the Sudan desert. This °

trancfer, in conditionsv of cati:le transportation, was very had and most
buxdXating. Hine months 1in the Sudan, in a desert 'cl,;mate of heat, esnd
storms and lack of vater, ended with our return to Eritrea, Three months

later, the Sudanese guards of our cemp in Asmare openevd‘ fire on the

Getalness killing two end wourding twelve others, This unprovoked murder

of the detainees by their guards was ccmmitted after permanent incitemont
instigated by their then commanders in chargs, A month later the camp
Jost a third of ite members, who died bezcouse of improper treatment in the
Military Bospital of Aepara.

" On the 2nd of March 1947 the camp vas again on the move. This time
to Kenya. And again we faced & struggle for the most essential human and

'religious rights. It is difficult to describe tho painful feelinge of the

e
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deportess who were deprlved\ for the last three ond a half years of tke

sacred right to see thelr families, é. right snjoyed e?en by the chiefl

var criminsls, who were sentenced in Burenberg. Fesdless to mention the -

econouic destruction caueed tovmoet of our families by our detention end

deportation. ' P |
As political hostages we were compalled, agoinst our will, to egree

to the fact that our fate wes connected with the solution of the Palestine

problen. ) ‘

k.’ Ve were, therefore, con.vinced, 'tht this camp would be repatriat#d.

before the termination of the Palestine msndate and that the Govermment which

had ordered our deportation would order our retwn to owr country beforo‘

1te'depa.rture. Your a/m officiel announcement, broadcaet by the 3.B.C.,

. concerning our repatriation before Msy the 15th, was thus received by us

ag ohly natwral and logical. We were, héwever, completely shocked when

receiving from the Kenya Goverrment its a/m enclosed declasration.

5. We wvish to point out clefs.rly that we have ns*;er 'a.gree‘d. to our detention

and deportation, We have seen in 1t an arbitrary step violating the most

elementary human rights, end this by the Mendntory Power whose task it wme

to help the Jews of the Diaspors to imigrato into the‘Jewlsh Kational Foms,

end not to Qeport Jews frzm the country in whick they had been born. But

we could never imagine that even after the ‘terminotion of tl;‘e'mandatc we

ahéuld be kept in exile, Thias iz;tended neasure is not only illegal epd un-

Just, but bears in it also the poseible dangers of exposing us to a statue

of detention and exiles for an indefinite period. |

6. In an interview which took place on the Tth of March 1948, between

tl:lpvrapresentativos of the camp and Mr. Foster Button, the Hen—bor for Law

end Order of the Government of Xenya, the latter announced officially, on

behalf of the British Goverrment, that if ths Pelestine Implementation
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. Commission will obJject to our arrival after the 15th of Mny, ‘the Eritiech

Government will repatriat.e us before the mndata ends,

Te We agaln wieh to emphesize, that‘our proaant demand 1s the lmmediote
repatriation to our country, evea to a detention camp there. In view of
. tha' above, we reject most emphatically the ridiculous and unfounded allegn-
“tion that our retum to a deterntion camp in Palvaetina may in eny way
endangsr the gecurity or peacs. As slready stated, 1t is clear that our
o depomtion was not effected for security reasons, but as a result of
-political consideratione. With our deportation peace was not -establiehed,
but on the contrary, the position bLeceme graver.

¥We also rej)ect any attempt to connect our return with that of the
Cyprue immigrants. \Hirt‘hout ‘dvemng hereo on tﬁe holy right of every Jsvw %o
enter his Nomeland end live thero, there cannot be any doubt whatscever that
even accor;li\ng to the lavs of the Palostine Authorities it ia unlawful to
keep Palestine born people and citizens in detention outside the boundaries

.- of Palostina for cne minute after thc' termination of the mandate,

It 1. farther vorthwhilu indicating that there is no foundation what-
soever in any attemyt to comnect delays of owr return with shipping diffi-
culties, since the Jewieh Agency and the Jewigh Hationsl Council bave
officially notified the Palestine Goveriment. that they =sre to supply the
necessary transport facilities for our repatriation,

8.  After mearly four years of exile and suffering, for from everything
dear to us, we deeply appeal to you to arrange foi our immediate return to
our Komv).and. Wo viev with great sppreheneion and fear the posasibility of
;;n' detention here after the end of thd mandate. The prolongstion of our

" exile will bring sbout nothing but additional sufferings to our families
and om'nolves; the contlmmtioq of grave unjustice and violation of the most
fundamental rules of the Lsws of Nations,
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The prolongation of our detention here after the ond of the mandate,
A}?aars in it many inherent dangers, starting with our complete isolation |
from our femilies owing to the stoppege in mail communication, despatch of
monsy, etc.; up to the serlous danger that ocur delsyed return may dbe
\lxaﬁfered by the posaiile sorioue developaents in Palestine, and the vahab.l,e
dangers here. ' | ‘
Q. All thepe have greatly slarmed the detsinces and conaa@uently, as a
/rﬂrut step in our unrelenting struggle for lmmediate repatriation, & 24 hours
Warning Hunger Strike was proclaimed on 15.3.48. » /
10. A1l the above -- and especially tho a/m announcement by the Kenya
Goverrment stating that "if the Palestins Camuission vill object to our
errival after May 15th, the Britiah Govermuent will repatrilate us defore the
mandate ends®, pmve»‘the;t the lest word ae to om; rcpe;triation reate with ybu.
The Jewish Palestinian Political Exiles in Kenys Aetaﬁtaon, ‘backed by
Palestinian and world Jewry, appeal to you in thias critical hour to brimg
en end to this lavless and painful situstion end thereby prevent the grove
apd unavoldable consequences which may erise as a result of the present pro.
—va:lling tension and bittemnsa increasling rapldly in the c:lrcumetancas. ‘
We bave the honour to be, Sir,
“Very Rospectﬁuy Yours, | ‘
On bebalf of the Dotaineos,
Ebmuel M. Eatznelson (signed)

Enclosures Camp Bupervieor
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Telephone EHo, 2629 . . , ATTOREEY GEHERAL'S CHAMDERS
Telograms : "CRDINANCES® P.0.Box 112, FAIROBI
In roply pleass quote ' . , Kenya Colony
k.L.O.'I'}....."".. N
, 1th March, 1948
end date.

The Camp Commandant,
Speclal Cemp
GLIGIL

RETURN OF DETAINEES 70 PALZSTINE
This serves to confirm that arrangemente will be mede for ail the
remalning detainces in the Special Cemp at Gilgil to bo repatriated to )
Pelestine, to arrive thers not later than the end oi‘ duly thie year. The
rrecise date of leaving Kemyn cennot, however, be announced wntil final
shipping arrangements have been settled.

2. I bave no objection to your handing e copy of this letter to the
Sﬁpervisor ©of the Camp. \

g (signea) s. W, p. FosTER sUTTON
MEMOER FOR IAW AND ORDER,
EENYA
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" Domiciled for mors than 15 years in

Falastine

Domiciled from 1-15 years ™ 64
: Doaiciha for less than 1 year in Palestine Al

Total
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STATISTICAL FACTS ABOUT m JEWISH DETAIEEES IN EXIIE
1. BEumdber of Deteineeas:
Poriod Doported Released
October L4 251 - 251
December 4k hL'Y - 265
Janusry 45 A - 279
Fabruary 45 & 26 265
June 45 13 32 246
Octobor 45 2k 270
December 45 56 26 300
Jenuery 46 tvo killed by guards 298
April . k6 one died in hospital 297
Vg - L6 - .25 272
Avgust k6 11 2 281
December ;:6 - : 12 267
May T 50 2 291
-Karch 48 - 28 . 263
Egcaped a.nd oot caught during the peried - 3
FRESENT EUMBDER 260
2. Age diltribntion '
Aged lsss than 20 27
Aged between 20 and 30 171
Aged over 30 62
Total 260
TR
3. Femilystatus
Married and having childreng 21
{of those 6 fathers whose children were born after
their detention and who have not seen them yot)
Other merried detainses 1
Bingle 228
Total 260 .
X AR
L, Bationali};y:
Palestinians 220
Other nationalities ko
Total 260
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6.-Place of arrest:

At home, in the ati-aéta, large-ecale arrests, from Eritieh Army, Adr
Force or Haval service, while being invited to Police stations,. Of the
260 detainees only 5 were brought to trial. Three of then were detained
imezdintely after being acquitted and the two otherg uzfter completing the

terzs of imprisomment.

Ts I’nterrvogations_

-

Thirty of the detainees were never interrogated., Most of the detsiness
vwere interrogated for & few minutes only after meny years of detention,

8. Period of detention:

From 6 to 8 years 33
_From 4 to 6 yoars v 73
From 2 to & years ' 122

Less than 2 years

i |

Total

9. Health conditions: .
- Fifty-ted of the detainses suffer from serious digeass, mainly con-

’ tre,cﬁed during detention, About 71 suffer from minor chronmical ails. Eight
of the detaineos injured by the indiscriminate shooting of the guard on

17.1.46 et Aemara are still in detention,

Jo. ZFemilies economic conditions:

. One hundred elighty-six of theo dstainesa have been the only supporters

’

of their respec;.ive femiliesn.

"33. Education:

University educated ’ 18
Secondeary school educated 137
Primary school educated . 105

Toteal 260
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12, 'Profeasions:

lewyers, dentist, architects, psmspeper sditors, engineers, teachers,
eccountants, merchente, clerks, techniciens, senmen, ekilled labourers,

university students, end others.

13. Ex-S8ervicenen:

Air ¥orce . 12
Ay \ : 10
Favy ' y

Totrl 26

Most of them have been errested vhile in the sorvices.

- man w > ww

Hany of the detainees are detained for the second or third time,



