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Ccmmunicatim received fkom the Bebreu Cmnittee 
of Rational. Liberation concerning Jevish Detaitaees 

at Gilgll, Kenya. 

The foU.aerlag aamunmlcatlm, cmcem&g the detention of &wish / 

prietier8 la Kenya, ,hae beea received frcma Mr. Erl Jabotlneky of the Hebre=k 

Ccudttee of ~atimal Liberation. 
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FtEsmxcTED~ 
M/34 
13 April 2948 

. 2315 &zmachusstts AwsJW, 
Wafar@xm 8, D.C. 

April 10, X9@. 

'Gaar %r, Llelcky: 

Co April 9,.1948, a J.etteF vaa sent to the &mdatory Govermont for 

Pelestloa by your Ccm~ieolon umler~tha aigeature of Dr. %a.Lph J. Buuche. The 

letter referred to vae reproduced in the Bev York Timeas oditlti of April 10th 

. and, we regret to note that among the. sixteen matters listed a0 mrt?qUlrlng 

immediate attention", the problm of the po3ltiaal prisoner8 bslmg held by the 

Brltleh at present in Kenya hse been mitted. 

We want to take this opportunity onoe s&n ofstressing the graveness 

of this problem. There are‘today, accordlng to our latest figurea, two- 

hundred and ninety-one men vho have been deported frm Palestine to the Cllgll 

camp near FIsirobl, Keuya. Some of these mm lzaae-been held prlsoners'by the 

\. Eritieh for over 51x years. None of the primmer5 ha5 ever xeceired a court, 

trial or :;ad oharges preferred agalust them for any crime. They were 

originally detained In Palestine, birt in Scapternber 1944 they were deported to 
/ 

a camp in Erythrea, Since that tlm they have been mowed to a desert camp in 

_. the Sudan and later returned again to the cl~aap~in Erythxea, where they resained 

hp until one year ago. One year ago they were traneferred to the camp in ,- 

Kenya. 

When the Brltleh rellnquieh their rmndate on Palestine on Hay lyth, there i 

will remain no vee$lge of legal grsmds for the further detention of these men. 

We fear, howemr, tkmt the Blrltlsh intend to lntroke 8cme local Kenya regulatiqs 

a5 grounds for further dettmtlon, Indeed; it 15 apparently the stated latmtio& 

of the British to hold theee mm prismem in Kenya until July of thie year. 



We fael that the prisoners of GllgiJ. shorald be liberated, together 

with iill other Ptiestinlan g‘o~itical prisonera, on the cea8ation of the 

Mandate on May Iyth, The liberation should be effactuated at that time on 
+ 

Palestislao soil and, therefore, the prisoners wiZ.3 have to be returned to 

PaAeetlne scme time prior to l&y 15th. Should transpbx+atlon diffleulties 

.pxerent their repatrlatlon on tim0, thsy will. barns to be libexatcd in. Kenya 
I 

on May 1~t.h and rstummd to Paleetlae, a8 free men., at the e~sllioat possibl.e 
2 

_. 
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It has 83.50 bean rumoured that the British do not intend to rs%eaee the 

~risonere held in Palm&&e until th6 final Britieh evacuation of Palket,lne 

cm Auguet 1st. The reason that hai been given ie that of security of &itleh 

personnel. -It should be realized br al.2 conoernad that, should the British , 

hold thess mm beyond the texmlnatioxx of the Mandate, there will laavitab%y 

ensue a corntar-offensive on the part of the [Bebrew Und0Fgromk on the 

other hand it is dlffieult to nnderstand why the Britlorh should fear for the 
I 

, ~ 

sacurlty of their personnel if they rtdby intend to evacuate Palestine. 1 

~The fact that the Palestine Ceamisaim has failed to take up this matter / 

of the Kenya prisonara in the letter of April 9th 1s m&t regrettable &d may . 
~ 

- 

give reason for umarrantad iatm?pretatims. I ham, therefore, been 

inrrtruoted br the Hebrew Committee of XVatIoml Liberatlm, to request that this 

matter bs the subject of an additional comunlc.atl& by your Comiasioc to the 

Maudatory Government of Palestim, aupplemsntlng the orlginaX 1let of matters 

requiring inenbdiate attmtion. ' 

Trusting 'that the-Comiseion will find it posslbI0 to acoede to our 

request and with the assurauaes of e highest esteem and consideration, I am 

Siacer0l.y youra, 

/s/ Eri Jabotinaky. y 

Hmorabhe Karsl Lleioky, Chaixmm, 
United PJatIone Palsatine Camlsalon, 
Lake Success, New York. 
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