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Communication received from the Hebrew Committee
, of Natiomal Liberation comcerning Jewish Detainees
at Gilgil, Kenya.

The following communication, conceming the dstention of Jewish

prisdners in Kenya, has been received from Mr, Eri Jabotinslq of the Hebrew

Cmmittee of National Liberation. . ‘
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HEBREW COMMITIEE OF NATICORAL LIBERATION

2315 Maseachusetts Ave IV,
Washington 8,‘ D.C.

April 10, 1948,
‘Dear Dr. Lisicky:

On April 9, 1948, a letter was sent to the Mandatory Government for
Palestine by your Cmmissiaﬁ under the ai.gnature of Dr. Relph J. Bunche. The
letter referred to was reproduced in the Ne\? York Times®’ odition of April 10th
and, we regret io note that emong the. eixteen matters listed as "requiring
immediate attention”, the problem of the. politieal prisoners bemg held ’by the
British at present in Kenya has been omitted. |

We want to take this opportunity once again 'of ‘stressing the graveness
of this problem. There are‘today, accordixig to our latest figures, two-
hundred and ninety-ons men who have been deported from Palestiqe to the Gilgil
camp near Nairobi, Kenya. Some of these men have been held prisoners by the
British for over six years. None of the priscners has ever received a court
trial or tad charges preferred against them for any crime. They were
‘originslly detained in Péleatino R but in September 194hk thay wers deported to /

& camp in Erythrea. Since that time they have been moved to e de;aert camp in
the Sudan and later returned again to the camp iun Erythrea, where they remained
hp until ouns year ago. Oneryear ago they were tranaferred to the camp in
Keny=. r

Whsu the Britieh relinquish their mandate on Pale;etine on May 15th, there
. will remain no vestige of legal grounds for the mrther dotention of these men.
We fear, however, that the British intend to invoke scme locz;l Kenya fegulatiqn
as grounds for further detemtion. Indeed, 1t 1s apparently the stated intention

of the British to hold these men prisoners in Kenye until July of this year.
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Ve féel that the prisoners of Gilgll should bs liberated, together
with all other Palestinian political prisoners, on the cesbatlion of the
Mandate on May 15th. The liberation ahou.ldr be effectuated at that tims on
Palestinian soil and," therefore, the prisomers will have tb be retuined to N
Pelestine aome time prior to May 15th.  Should transportation difﬂculties
prevent ‘their repatristion on time, they will bhave to be liberated in Kenya
on May 15th and returned to Palestine, as free men, at the earliest possible
date. '

It bas also besn rumoured that the Eritiszh do not intend to release the
gl;isoners held in Palestine until) the final British evacvation of P;léeﬁine
on August lst., The reasoﬁ that haé been given 1s that of security of British
persomsel. It should be reslized by all comcerned that, should the British -
hold these men beyoud the terminmation of the Handate, thcre.will insvitably
‘eneue a cowmter-offensive on the part of the Hebrev Underground. Oo the
cther hand it is difficult to umderstand why the British should fear for the
sscurity of thelr persommel if they really intend to evacuate Palestine.

The fact that thg Palestine Commission has failed to teke up this matter
of the Kenyg prisoners in the letter of April 9th is mdét regrettable and may
give reason for unverranted interpretatioms. I hasve, therefore, Sean
1nstruéted by the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, to request that this
matter be the subject of an additional communication by your Carmission to thé
Hand.atory Govertment of Palestino, sux)plementing the or:léinal list of matters
requiring ;mmediate attention.

Trusting that the Camission will find 1t possible to acoede to our
requeaf and with the assurances of my highest esteem and consideraticn, I an

Sivcerely yours,
/8/ Eri Jabotimsky. -~

Homorable Karel Lisicky, Chairman,
United Natlons Palestine Commissicm,
Lake Success, New York.




