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UNITED NATIONG PATESTINS COMAISSION
Comnunication Recelved from Zedsssah (Women's Zicnist
' Orgmaization of Americ¢a) |
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The following communication, containing information on the Arad attack
on a Jewieh Medical Convey en ronte to Esdassah Hospitel, has been received

from the Estlonal President of the Homen‘s Zionist Organizaticn of Americs.
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April 29, 1948

Mr. Palph J. Bunche, Principal Secrataxy
United Eations Palestine Comnission
Lake Success, Few York

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge your communication of April 15, which was written two
days after the tragic ocourrence on Mount Beopus during which 76 doctors,
nurses, and patients wers killed when Arab gnerrillas ettacked e nad.ical
convoy on its way to the Hadassah Hospital. The following are details cabled
to us from Jeruecelem on that fateful day:

9.30 a.m,, April 13: Ten vehicles of EHaodaseah comvoy ettacked at

. Sheikh Jarrah by mines, btombs, mortars, bullete, Molotov bottles,
roadtraps. Four vehicles trapped were escort car; ambulence with
Dr. end Mrs. Yassky, staff, patients, one bus Eadassah personmel;
ons University staff, Bundrsds of btullets hit &)1l four vehicles,
3. p.m.: Both bussos set alight. 4.30 p.m.: Army took acticn,
succeedad evacuating survivors to Hadasssh Eospital.

You will noto that although the attack started at 9.30 an, 1t was esven bours.
later that the Army took ectlon.

April 24 we received a cable, dated April 22, which indicates that the eituation
bas been alloved to deteriorate further, I quote only e few sentences from e
long cable:

Hospital completely izolated eince dipaster; Governmsnt apparently
reconciled to virtual state slege...Sew American Consul General Wasson
yestorday. Reported situation. He promised epeak Chief Secretary today.
Bo food reached Hospital slncs Saturday, April 17, when Army escort
provided after ve agresd they satisfy thmolvos bomnde but it later
doveloped they allowed armed Arads search vohicloa near spot last
week's tragedy..

Ve tried d.eepmtoly hard to avert the tragedy. On March 19 we eddressed
communications to the United ‘HMations, to the State Deportment, to the Inter-
national Red Croses, and to the British Massy, 8ll to no avail.

We cznnot but help feel that whet happened on April 13 and what is being
alloved 1o continue to an institution of healing and teaching is & blot on
the conscience of mankind,

Sincerely yours,

Ross L, Balprin (signed)
Bational President
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