RESTRICTED
K/9
4 March 1948

| URITED RATIONS PALESTINE COMMISSION

Communication Received from Central Union
of the Pelesstine Landlords® Associations

\

N

The followving commmmnication, dated 23 February 1948, hss been roceived
from ths Central Union of the Paleatine Landlords' Associatione concerning
destruction of Jewish property.
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Y CERTRAL URICHN OF THE PALESTINE LANILORDS' ASSOCIATIORS
Tel-Aviv, Allenby Rd. T3

23th Fedbruary, 1948

g ;*

T, Earel Lisicky ‘
Chairmen of the United Eations
Palostine Commigsiom,

Lake Succees,

Rew York, H.Y.

Your Excellency,

We have the honour to confirm the text of ths telegram cabled to you om
February the 9th, 1948, which 1s as follovs:

"BRITISE ARMY. CONTINUING URJUST DANGERCUS ACTIOR EXPLODIRG HOUSES BELONGIRG
INROCERT LANILORDS FOR ALLEGED ACIS UNENOWR PERSORS URCONTROLLED BY LATTERS
STOP FRACTICE THRRATERING SPHREAD ALL OVER COUNTRY STOP FRAY IMMEDIATE DES-
PATCH COERMISSION PALESTIRE INQUIRE CHECK ILLEGAL RUIROUS ACTICR ARMY”.

2. In eddition ve wish to bring to your notice the facts in full:

On Noverber tho 30th, 1947, the day after the voting in the i}nitad, Nations
Asganmbly on ths partition of Palegtine, Arad bands specislly organised sana treined
began to attack Jews with firearms and destroy Jewish property. Tel-Aviv and Jazu-_
gsalem ware thes first to suffer. All properties in mixed quarters had to be aban-
dcomed and acts of erson, explosiom, looting and destructiom began without any
intervention of the British Police or Amy.

3. As time vent by and the United Fations failed to remct, tha Arab bands “per-
fectioned” their methods. Nazi priscnsrs were smuggled im from Egypt to train the
bandite in using explosives, and they begam to blow up houses belonging to Jews,
egpecially in the commorclal center of Jerusalem. All this was done at a distancs of
only a fev hundred meters from the Polico srd Army Headquarters respectively. Then
the British Army did inter:one, and Jewish houses which were cut of reach of the
bandits were evacuated by the British Army by force and dlown up, undsr the pretext
of their being usod as Jewlsh defence posts. In that wey scores of houses belonging
to Jevish owmers wers demclished, im some cases, with ths furniture.

4, In no cass wvas tﬁere aven an allegation that the owner of the property was in
any wey invilved in the alleged shooting, nor that he had any control over the
persoms vwho are alleged to have used the property for the alleged shooting.

5 Our represemtations with ths Palestine authorities and the Army Headquarters
bave besn of no avail, as a fev days after our protests more houses were blown up
in the same mammer, including & synagogue.

6. We wish to point out that ths above wholssale destructiom of property is much
more than a loss to our members, to whom no other guilt cam be attributed thsn that
they erscted the houses and invested ell their savings in it. In viev of the acute
shortage of housing in Palestine, these acts of sheer vandalism, if allowed to go om,
are calculated to cause a congestion and celamity to the vivilian Jewish population.

This $1legal and unjust destruction can only be explained as part of a
"scorched earth” policy on the part of ths authorities, designed, in the long rum,
to make 1t difficult for the United NHations Palestine Commission and the Jewish
State to cope with ths housing situation. Its izmediate objective however is to
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cause o break dcwn in the morale of the Jewish population, who, if the systematic
destruction of their property goes onm without Iintervemtion om the part of the
United Ratlons, should recogoize that they are im a hopeless position and that

they cam expect no holp from enyoue - ergo they must submit the dictates of
Whiteh2ll.

Te The omly wey of checking this damgerous process, is for the Cozmission to
come to Palestine immediately, or 1f this be impossible to ssnd a smpecial
Security Commissiom, with the authorizztion of the Security Council, to inquire

into the acts of the British Army and recommend action as a result of their
inquiry.

We cannot bolieve that the collective wisdom of the nations embodied in
the United Eaticms caunot stop the mandeatory power fram destroyiung property

belonging to innocent citizens, and we hope the Commission will take speedy actiom
to prevent the spread of such crimes against humenity and the Atlentic Charter.

Respectfully submitted,
{Signed)

S. Shoshani
Chaiirman of the Central Union



