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THE WOMEN’S ZIONIS ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, !NC. 

1819 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 23, N.Y. 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-6585 

March 19, 1948 

Honorable Trygve Lie, Secretary General, 
United Nations, 
Lake Success, Long Island. 

Dear Sir: 

I am attaching here a copy of a communication which has also been 
sent today to the Honorable Karel &. Lisicky, 

From its contents you will see why the utmost urgency attends our 
request that you, as Secretary General, and Mr. Lisicky, as chairman of 
the Palestine Commission, do all in your pol'rer to expose and prevent the 
threatened destruction of the Hadassah Medical Center, which includes 
the Hebrew University and constitutes the largest, most efficient and 
indispensable medical and educational institutions in Palestine. 

If action is not taken at once to stave off this threatened disaster, 
the results might well shake the conscience of men of good-will all over 
the world, and reflect severely upon the po7:rer of the United Nations to 
move with authority to protect non-sectarian medical and lnrelfare insti- 
tutions anywhere. 

We are eager to have your reaction to our presentations. 
forward to your early reply. 

lrye look 

RLH:SE 
encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

~&~~~;~, f ~~~&~~,5,.,&J 

Mrs, Samuel 1R. Halbrin 
National President, Hadassah 



THE WOMEN’S ZIONIST RGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC. 

1819 BROADWAY l NEW YORK 23, N.Y. 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5.6585 March 19, 1948 

Honorable Karel M. Lisicky, Chairman 
United Nations Palestine Commission 
Lake Success, New York 

Dear Sir: 

We respectfully address this urgent appeal to you as chairman of the 
United Nations Palestine Commission in the face of constant Arab attacks on the 
Hadassah Medical Center and the Hebrew University on Nt. Scopus outside of 
Jerusalem, Palestine and because of the latest threat by Abdel Kader El- 
Husseini, Arab military commander of the Jerusalem area to tloccupy or even 
demolish" the complex of medical and educational buildings which he alleges is 
a military base, 

This is not the first time that we have had occasion to protest what 
seems to us to be a concerted Arab plan to incapacitate and destroy our institu- 
tions, supported in this country by 250,000 American women who are members of 
Hadassah and who have for thirty-six years, conducted a network of non-sectarian 
medical and allied projects in Palestine. 

So that you may have complete documentation on this matter, we are attach- 
ing a copy of a memorandum submitted on March 11 to the U, S, State Department and 
the British Ambassador to the United States, Lord Inverchapel. ':Je have amended 
this memorandum, givin g a complete docket up to blarch 7 on the daily, almost 
hourly attacks upon our buildings, ambulances, buses and medical personnel, and 
on the destruction of the half-mile roadl&ing from Jerusalem to Scopus, 

We are also giving you here a copy of a wire which was sent yesterday to 
th6 U, S. State Department, the British Ambassador, the International Red Cross 
offices in Geneva and Jerusalem and the American Red Cross headquarters in 
Washington, D. C, 

You will notice that our latest protest came as a result of cabled 
reports from American correspondents to THE NE?J YORK TIMi and NE?;J YORK HERALD 
TRIBUNE, published on March 18. We have called Mr, El-Husseinifs threat "an 
advance alibi for murderll, since it will be clear to you from the proof which is 
enclosed, that systematic unprovoked Arab attacks began against our staff, 
vehicles and buildings on December 30, and that defense measures which we have 
been forced to take, do not by any stretch of the imqgination, constitute the 
establishment of what he alleges is a 9nilitary base". 

-more- 



Honorable Karel M, ~isioky 
Lake Success, New York 

-2- March 19, 19b8 

Were Abdel Kader El-Husseinits threat permitted to go unchallenged the 
result would be devastating, not only to the health services of Palestine, but 
also t3 the efforts of your Commission and of the United Nations to restore peace 
and order in the Holy Land, No humanitarian institution anywhere in the world 
could hope to remain inviolate to military aggresson if the United Nations does 
not take immediate a&ion to help enforce internationally accepted conventions 
which forbid attacks against medjcal institutions,, 

We therefore appeal to you as chairman of the Palestine Commission, 
entrusted with executing United Nations policy in the Holy Land, to take all 
possible measures at once to expose and prevent the threatened destruction of 
the Hadassah-Hebrew University Medical Center. Ye also respectfully urge that 
your Commission call upon the representative in the United States of the Arab 
Higher Committee of Palestine to repudiate the El-Husseini threat and to pledge 
strict observance of international conventions with respect to medical institu- 
tions, personnel, vehicles and roads, 

We are confident that in the interest of humanity, you will do all in 
your power to help prevent a disaster which, 
conscience of men of good will everywhere. 

if it occurred, would shock the 

Sincerely yours, 

RLH:SE Mrs, Samuel II, Halprin 
encl. National President, Hadassah 



,’ \  KCRd SdNT TO: 

U.S. STAT2 D3PuRTMzNT 
BRITISH AdBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON 

MARCH 18, 1948 

COPIES TO: 

INTSRNATIONAL RSD CROSS, GENdVA, SWITZ2RLAND 
INTdRNATIONAL Ri3D CROSS, JERUSALF&l, ?b.L&5l'INE 
AMdRICAN RBD CROSS H$AD&iTAR-TSRS, dASHINGTON, D. C. 
UNITED NATIONS PALsSTINJ'il;, COiWWXON 

MAY '#E RGPECTFULLY BUT URGENTLY CALL YOUR Ai'TGNTIOW TO T.Hi NEVXORK TIMAS AND 

NEWORK HERALD TRIBUNE STORI& OF TODAY PAGAS TW3lTYTlilO AND SEVEN R&SP6CTIV3LY 

WHICH QUOTi ABDSL KADER ELHUSSEINI DESfGNATdD AS THlll MILITARY C'3kbANDER OF 

PALESTINIAN A%BS IN 5'HICH HE IS R,%'ORTED TO HAV5 THRtiTSNED TC DE:'!jOLISH AND 

OCCUF'f THE HtiDASSAH HOSTITAL AND H3BREW UIu'IV%,SIT~ STOP THE TIMES REPORTS HIM 

AS SAYING THAT THESE INSTITUTIONS ARE B&I?!G US;D AS A &LITARY BASS STOP ALSO 

THAT THIS ALLEGSD MILITARY BASE IS BEING US% QUOT3S 1"O .?ROVOKd AR!\% INTO ATTACK- 

ING A HEALTH AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION !Xl THdN 2WLOIT THE ATTACK FOR PROPAGANDA 

PURPOSES UNQUOTE IN THE TRJBUNE tiLHUSSEIN1 IS R~FORT~D TO PAliE SAIll QUOTdS IF 

ATTACKS CONTINUE FROM THESE TlTO INSTITUTIONS WE Iv~U CCCK’Y OR SVEN DEh!OLISH THEM 

UNQUOTE FACTS GIVEN IN OUR DOCUMENTED IuiEMORANXJl\~i FILdD WITH YOU ON MARCH 11 SHO: 

CONCLUSIVELY THAT UNPROVOKED ARAB ATTACK ikND OF?5XSIV.4= AGAINST HADASSAH BEGADJ ON 

DECEMBER 30, 19!47 .dHEN THZY FIRED FROM THE NEB1 SAIkU5L ROAD IJPON DtiF3NSZLdSS 

UNARMED DOCTORS NURSES AND PATIdNTS. OF TH2 ltiDAS>Airi HOSPITAL AND EMPLOY&S OF THE 

HEBREW UNIVERSITY FOURTdEN OF WHOM WXRE ';;iOUW,$ ON THAT DAY AFT;?R THXCR BUS AND 

CAR vi&RX \mECKED STOP AS A RESULT OF NEARLY THIRTY CObiTI!~~UING ATTACKS FROM 

DEC3ItiBdR 30 THROUGH ld.ARCH 9, 1948 BY BULLr;T bOkiB AND ld3Ri'AR FIRE AGAINST ivbDICAL 

PERSONNZL BUSbS THE HOS?ITAL ITS$J,$' AND Ak<BdI~AIdCi$ CLSARIY uRKEL .<ITH 'X5 RED 

STAR MERCY SYMBOL ANALAGOUS TO THE RED CROSS NnLRLY THIRTY INDIVIDUALS WERE 

WOUNDED A NURSE AND GUARD WRE KILL2D AND THE SCOPUS ROAD l7AS CUT STO? PROTESTS 

TO BRITISH AUTHORITI&S $N ?ALfSTINE RESULTED Iid TXIR AUTHORIZATION OF FOURTEEN 

SUP~RNW&RARY POLICE TO AUGMtiNT HOSPITAL DOFSNSE STAFF STOP BRITISH R5PCRTED TO HAVE 

FINALLY OCCUPIED MRS, KATE ANTONIUS' HOUSE ON THti SCOXJS ROAD ON MARCH 9 SINCE 
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THIS WAS A KNOWN SNIPdRS' N&ST STOP $03 AR5 !taKING THZSE AMD FURTH$R REPRzS;I;PJTATIONS 

TO THE AiWRICAN AND INTtiRNATIONAL RtiD CROSS AKD THE UNITED NATICjNS PALESTINE 

COid~ISSION BECAUSE WE ARE COi4VINCED THAT kL‘HIJSSE'INIrS TACTICS ARE TO GIV5 AN 

ADVANCE ALIBI FOR :dlRDER '#RICH MAY PRECSDE A CONCQTEi, EFFC!ilT TO WIPE OUT THE 

LARGEST AND iv!OST EFFICIENT dEDICAL INSTITUTION IN PALESTIWE STOP Wd ONCE AGAIN 

ASK YOUR FURTHER EFFORTS AND GOOD i)FFICE.S TO ST:kVE OFF SUCH A DISASTER 'WHICH 

BREAKS EVERY KNIN INTdRtUTIONAL tiEtiICAL C3NVE!\ITIOId AND ;.dHICH ;;IOUiD IF UIWdT#RED 

THREATEN THE THIRTYSIX Yi%R CONTRIBUTION T3 Idc,DTC~;L SCI3JCE '-tESZARCH AND T3\CHIMG 

OF A COMPLtiX OF INSTITUTIONS KNO.$J THROUGHOUT THE i'dIDDLE~:AST A:!3 THE REST OF THE 

l??ORLD FOR THEIR HIGH STANDARDS HLJlANITY A!cD IwNSECTAR;BN -fJOI'K 



THE WOMEN’S ZiONlS ORGANIZATION OF AMERIC‘A, INC. 

1819 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 23, N. Y.  

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5.6585 

March 19, 19LL8 

International Red Cross 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Sirs: 

To follow up our cable sent you on Earth 18, we are appending to 
this communication a memorandum submitted on tiarch 11 to the U. S. State Depart- 
ment and the British Ambassador to the United States, Lord Inverchapel, detail- 
ing the Arab attacks upnn the Hadassah-Hebrew University lwedical Center, on 
Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem, from December 30, 19i47 to &arch 7, 1948. The institu- 
tion buildings, ambulances, supply cars, medical personnel and incoming and out- 
going patients have been fired upon with rifles, machine guns, mor.tar shells, 
from four ambush points along tit. Scopus road, which leads to the Center. The 
road itself has been mined repeatedly; at times, it has been closed to traffic, 
preventing the ingress and egress of doctors, nurses, patients, food and medical 
supplies. Telephone, electricity and xatcr i~~sts:llati.~:~s 'r-mve been mder a.l;tack. 
All telephone service to and from the hospital has he<+:-! cxt opf at i::teraals ‘ i Al- 
though the Rritish authorities belatadly promised SOIile escort aid :a.UthoYiZed 

additional defense staff for our hospital, the siiSation is sti_U urs-nt and critical. 

Although the Arab Higher Committee made a statement in Jerusalem on 
December 27, 1947, and the president of the Palestine Arab ldedical Association 
also issued a memorandum on January 13, 19!~8, asking Arab guerrillas to refrain 
from attacking hospitals, ambulances, doctors, nurses, etc., the record shows 
a consistent acceleration of these attacks. 

On February 1, a committee of three International Red Cross delegates, 
Dr, R, Marti, Dr. I, J. de Raynier, Er. bl. J, Punier, were present at a con- 
ference in the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, in Jerusalem, during 
which Dr. Avraham Katznelson, head of social welfare service for the Vaad Leumi 
(General Council of the Jews in Palestine) placed before the committee a bill 
of indictment against the Arabs, including the following charges: 

1, There is a general practice among the Arabs of not taking prisoners 
but of killing every Jew who falls into their hands. 

2. The Arabs have attacked'funeral parties and even groups of grave 
diggers in cemetaries. 'As a result, during one period late in 
January, thirty bodies of Jews who had been murdered, had to be 
kept in a mortuary for one whole week because burial was impossible. 

- more - 



International Red Cross 
Geneva, Switzerland 

-2- karch 19, 19f48 

(The Mew York Times of February 26, in a dispatch filed by Sam 
Pope Brewer in Jerusalem on February 25, reported that a funeral 
cortege with bodies of twenty-nine victims of the Ben Yehuda 
Street bombing the previous Sunday, was fired upon as it passed 
the Sheikh Jarrah quarter on February 25. "Funerals have become 
so hazardous that fifty-one bodies rema-in unburied in Jerusalem," 
tir. Brewer wrote.) 

The International Red Cross delegates present at the conference a.greed 
that, though conditions in Palestine could not be called "a war", the conven- 
tions governing warfare could be applied if not in every detail, certainly in 
spirit, The Committee was informed of the Jewish community's willingness to 
subscribe to these conventions, and in answer to a request from the delegates, 
the representatives of the Jewish community, offered to confirm their response 
in writing. Dr. Katznelson also pointed to specific instances where Jewish 
fighters killed in action by Arab gangs were mutilated. 

The International Red Cross delegates also visited the Hadassah 
Hospital on February 1, where they were received by a committee of Hadassah 
workers. The delegates found it necessary to make the trip to the Hospital in 
an armored car, which was transporting a patient, a woman in labor. During a 
tour of the Hospital, the delegates were informed of the conditions under which 
the institution must operate at present. These facts were brought to their 
attention: 

1. Efficient utilization of the Hadassah Hospital depends on safe trans- 
portation along one half mile of road, and because this road is under 
constant attack, there are periods when a hundred beds which could be 
used for wounded and sick, are vacant. Normally 60~3 of the Hospital's 
patients come from areas outside of Jerusalem, from every corner of 
the country, and in order to continue to extend facilities to these 
patients, communications must be reasonably safe. , 

2. From the inception of the fighting until February 1, 270 wounded were 
treated at the Hospital. Due to enforced evacuation of the tuberculosis 
sanitarium at Mekor Haim, Hadassah Hospital had to accept at least a 
dozen of these patients, The Hadassah Tuberculosis Hospital in Safad 
had been forced to add to its proper field of medical activity, the 
operation of a surgical station for the treatment of wounded. 

3. The failure of British authorities to provide adequate safe conduct to 
the &It? Scopus Medical Cenker and to make possible the entry of a 
medical team into the besieged Old City of Jerusalem, has wrought great 
hardship upon the Jewish community. Hadassah personnel had attempted 
from January 5 to January 20 to secure British escort for a surgical 
team and equipment for the Old City, without success. Sick Jews within 
the Old City have therefore been without adequate medical care. 

The foregoing outline, together with the documented memorandum, listing 
the day and night attacks upon the Hadassah Hebrew University Medical Center, 
reveal a consistent and planned attempt to deprive the Palestine population of 
the service of the largest atid most modernly equipped medical institution in the 
country. - more - 
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This attempt, ;ve submit, is in direct violation of all International 
Red Cross conventions, It has, moreover, culminated in a threat to "demolish" 
the Hadassah University uedical Center. 

On March 17, Abdel Kader ;1;1-Xusseini, Arab Glitary Commander in the 
Jerusalem area, declared publicly in the presence of accredited American corres- 
pondents, that his troops would "occupy or even demolish" the Hadassah Hebrew 
University Medical Center, under the pretext that it served as a Jewish military 
base. Reports of his statement were cabled to American newsoapers (X.Y. TIGZ3, 
N.Y. Hi%ALU TRINJ3E) and appeared on idLarch 18. Abdel Kader il-Husseini's 
advance alibi for murder is completely exposed by the above outlined series of 
events. His action also proves that Arab guerrillas are not prepared to heed 
the proclamationof the Arab Higher Committee on December 27 and the Palestine 
Arab Liedical Association on January 13, excerpts from which are attached as an 
addendum, 

On march 19, we dispatched messa- -+es of which copies are attached, to 
the U. S, State Department, the British Ambassador, the Interrxtional Red Cross 
in Jerusalem, and American Red Cross Headquarters in ..ashington, requesting 
immediate action to enforce observation of international medicai conventions in 
face of the El-Husseini threat to destroy the Hadassah-Hebrew University !i:edical 
Center. We urgently appeal to you to exercise all of your great infliience in 
this same direction. 

Since its inception, the International Red Cross has been widely 
respected as the guardian of missions of mercy. Be submit that doctors and 
nurses have been killed and hounded on the I$t. Scoots road, while on medical 
duty. Le submit that clearl,y marked a:~bulnnces have been att2cked and pierced 
by bullets, Ve submit that these am'oulances have had to be plated aiith steel 
to provide some protect:on for the medical personnel and patients com?.ng to and 
from the Hospital. We therefore urgently seek .yo-ur interventiorl against these 
attacks and against the outrageous threat to de'stroy one of the largest medical 
establishments in the Middle East. 

The Hadassah-Hebrew University ;i'iedical Center is suplorted by 250,000 
American women, members of Ibdassah, the Go:n.en*s Zionist Organization of America, 
who have for 36 years, maintained non-sectarian medical services and institutions 
of the highest professional standards in Palestine. 

Respectfully yours, 



ADDZNDU'iJ? FROM ARAB HIGHER C01&ITT.!X R?OCLAB~TION OF DECX&ZR 27, 1947 

The Arab Higher Committee reminds every Arab that hospitals, 
ambulances, doctors, nurses and officials stationed in health 
centers enjoy a sanctity rhich must be observed, in that these 
organizations and persons employed in them are occupied in 
alleviating sufferings and in relieving the wounded, in pre- 
venting the spread of devastating epidemics. The Arab Higher 
Committee pleads with all Arab to avoid any attacks on these 
organizations and persons, and not fire on them, It is a duty 
to protect them, for it is not in keeping with Arab character 
and tradition to commit acts which would mar their national 
awakening and national struggle. 

ADDENDUM FRON PALESTINE ARAB tiEDICAL ASSOCIATION APPEAL OF JANUARY 13, 1948 

In confirmation of the proclamation issued by the Arab Higher 
Committee, which was published in the newspapers and announced 
from the Jerusalem Radio Station, the Palestine Arab iiedical 
Association requests the Arab people to prove their respect 
and appreciation of medical men and their assistants - nurses 
and orderlies. It requests them to refrain from interfering 
with them as they go about discharging their duties, from 
harming them or inflicting injury on them, regardless of their 
race or religion. For they are all messengers of m'zrcy and 
servants of hutnani+J, without distinct& as to race, belief 
or color. Likewise we request them to protect the hospitals, 
health institutions, ambulances and physicians' cars which 
carry the sign of the Red Crescent, the Red Cross or the Red 
Star. They are all servants of humanity and their work is a 
sacred one. They must be respected and no harm must touch them. 

We wish also to address the physicians and their aids, requesting 
them to attach themselves to health services and to place in a 
prominent position, the distinguishing mark of the Red Crescent, 
Red Cross or Red Star on their bodies, their buildings or cars, 



THE WOMEN’S ZiONlS ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC. 

1819 BROADWAY l NEW YORK 23, N.Y. 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-6585 

March 19, 1948 

International Red Cross 
Jerusalem, Palestine 

Gentlemen: 

We are enclosing for your attention copies of material which 
has also been sent to the International Red Cross offices in Geneva, 
Switzerland, to. the American Red Cross, I;jashington, D.C., to the 
United States State Department, to the British Ambassador to the 
United States, the United Nations Palestine Commission and the members 
of the Security Council of the United Nations. 

The facts contained in these data are known to you since a 
committee of the International Red Cross, according to our information 
has already conferred on the problem of protection for Hadassah and 
other medical institutions in Palestine, with Dr. Avraham Katznelson 
of the Vaad Leumi and with members of the Hadassah staff in Jerusalem. 

'tie need hardly reiterate to you, who are working in a locale 
where the International Red Cross conventions are being daily dishonored 
by Arab aggressors, how disastrous and shocking to the conscience of 
men of good will everywhere is the latest reported threat of the 
military commander of the Jerusalem Arabs to f'occupy or demolish" the 
Hadassah &dical Center, which he falsely alleges is a military base. 

We are hoping that your good offices too will be urgently 
and strenuously employed to avert further tragedy. 

Respectfully yours, 

A 

b, $.A& 
P "/ 

Ly LJ-&dg./7AA*d 

1.'rs. Samuel I;/;'. Halpr& 
!National President of Hadassah 



THE WOMEN’S ZIONIST RGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC. 

1819 BROADWAY l NEW YORK 23, N.Y. 

TELEPHONE: COLUMBUS 5-6585 

March 19, 1948 

American Red Cross Headquarters 
Ydashington, D.C. 

Dear Sirs: 

In the name of 250,000 American women, members of Hadassah, the 
Tomenls Zionist Organization of America, who have for 36 years main- 
tained non-sectarian medical institutions and services of the highest 
professional standards in Palestine, we urgently seek your inter- 
vention to halt the Arab attempt to deprive the Palestine population 
of the services of the largest and most modern medical institution 
in the Holy Land, the Hadassah-Hebrew University Medical Center. 

This institution has brought American medical techniques 
to Palestine and has had an acknowledged effect on the health 
services of the entire Uiddle East. It has been under attack by 
Arab guerrillas since December'30, l%i'. These attacks have been 
consistently accelerated in the intervening period, and have now 
culminated in a threat by the Arab Blilitary Commander of the 
Jerusalem area to lloccupy or even demolish" our institution on the 
pretext that it is a Jewish military base. 

We are appending a memorandum detailing the daily incursions 
upon the institution's buildings, p ersonnel and approaches from 
December 30 to March 7, together with copies of messages sent to 
the U.S. State Department, the British Ambassador to the United 
States Lord Inverchapel, Karl Lisicky, Chairman of the United 
Nations Palestine Commission, United Nations Secretary-General 
Trygve Lie, International Red Cross Headquarters in Geneva and 
the International Red Cross in Jerusalem. 

We appeal to you to assist us by using your great influence to help 
assure the inviolability of an American medical institution of 
great repute and importance, and to do all you can so that we shall 
be enabled to aontinue to extend our humanitarian service to-the 
Whole populatian of fhe Holy Land. 

National President of Hadassah 



I. 

Hadassah is an American organization, inco??~Jorate'! in the state of ?dew 
York and registered 114th the Division of Controls, iiepartilent of State, under 
Number j-85, It is comprised of 25O,OOr! A::eril:,an '*Jomen members. Its governing 
body is a National Board of American citizens. 'The funds :filich support its 
work in Palestine are collected in this country from i:merican contributors. 
It has built, maintained and supported medical <md heaitn rT!elfare institutions 
in Palestine since 1913. These institutions are non-oolitical and non-sectarian, 
devoted solely to the car3 of those 7410 s5c:c its s2rvi;es an3 to promoting 
modern scientific medicine in Palestim. 

Patients at tne Hadassah Hospital on ?hunt %o~ws include :;rabs and British 
as ?qrell as Jews. During the TYar tiE hospital, its methods of treatment and the 
scientific findings of the hospital laboratorL.:s, 
militarv authoriti~es in the :&idle Zast, i.ncI.ud Lr,g 

wre at the disposal of Allied 
4:erican military medical 

personnel ar? American med.ical mission:. 

II. 

The Liadassah Hospital and other institutions of the Zothschild-Hadassah- 
Universlt:y I<ospital 2nd bledical Center on ,::oclnt :<copus, and hospital ambulances, 
transports and =r att<ick by armed Arab bands since ~cember 30, 19ysor;nel have been undt 

lhe &0-~1ed hospital anrli other buildiry~s are beleaguered, 
Gunfire, road mining, and road destructi:jn ha-da made the highwa; from Jerusalem 
to and <>n ,.1ount &opus extremely dangerous and frequen-tlg impassable. 

Although p1ain.l.v marked with the 2ed Shield of David, i-Iadzssah ambulances 
carrying ill and wounded patients, and transports co!:veying pei-sonnel, medical 
supplies and food have been continualli i +'ired uijon in comlji2te disre~nrd of 
international conventions. Bullets have h:i.t thu hos;ital"proper and some have 
penetrated r~:indo~vs, endangering the liviti; of patients and staff alike. Telephone 
and electric lines frequently have been impaired. i)n 2 number of occasions 
relief-staffs have been unable to reach tile hos$tal., resulting in double duty 
for those on hand. On others, hospital contingents rGisve;1 from duty could 
not leave because of hew- firing, resuitixg in ;I situation that taxed the 
dormitory facilities of the hospital to the utaio.-it. On Pebruary 26 conditions 
on the Scopus road were so hazardous tilc:tu no patients, su:,ilies or relief staff 
could react1 the hospital. 



III. 

‘The attaclks on k$ount &opus have seliousl:y disrupted the services of the 
hospital reciselv at a time when mounting casualties ill Jerusalem mwe increas- 
ing hospital services imperative. The dema;lds upon the Hadassah iiospital at this 
time are all the more 1~rgen.t since, as Dr. Haim YES;,@, director of the Hatlassah 
Ledical Organization in F&stine reports, "Other hosoitals in Jerusalem are 1_ 
utterly inadequate to handle casualties,lf 

In spite of the extreme hardships, the Hadassah i-iospital is making evey? 
endeavor to maintain its services, Its armore a;iio2lances and other vehicles 
brave the fire Which often comes from botk.si-1es of the :&opus l?oad. Em normal 
hospital staff of 150 has been ,nu@mented and emer,ge!lcy surgical teams are in 
constant readiness. The main hall or” t'nz i:ospital h23 ‘bezn turned int3 an 
emergency receiving ward for ::roundad, Hosnltal auth;,rities have provided sand-bag 
protection for the building, 

The high quality of service 02 tie %,r:3;issah i:'ospita.l is so zenez-ally I:noln 
that tnough transport to the hospital at press. nt is hazardolis in the exctreme, 
maw- ill and lrrounded insi;;t on being taken only to that hospital. A liritish 
policeman in Jerusalem who ~*r-l:s severely la!o:.indeti and had to undergo an immediate 
operation in the Hadassah clinic in the tit:!, :*'a~ about to be transferred in a 
Red Cross ambulance to a Government hosnital but 'he bogged to be t&ken to the 
Hadassah Xospital. This nas done. In another instance, a sine 01'; the Scopus 
road exploded under a bus ayid an Ara'o woman from the village of Assal.saijre -aras 
seriousl.:.r wunded. Her request to be ta>:en to the Had.assah tiospital l::as granted. 
As she was eeing moved into the hospital, 4rabs 'gere shooting at a Hadassah 
ambulance on the road nearby? 

Hadassah has received first-hand information from the director of the 
Hadassah 2edica.l Organization in Palestine anri from the Hadassah Palestine 
Council, of IThich the American citizen, dr. Judah L. LaGnes, i:; chairman, 
recounting some of the attacks that have occurred ln the vicinity of the 
hospital since Secember 30, 19b7, This information is contained in cables 
and in memoranda brought to the iladassah he-ieqlarters in Nel?: York from 
Palestine by a special courier, Lwerpts .f1*0!71 those dispatches are a::tached, 

V. 

The information indicates that the most dangerous sector on the Scopus road 
is only aboirt a half mile in length, from the :>a~.? 0:: the hill, and that there 
are four main centers from l+lich ai;tacks are lt?~nched. The latter are Sheikh 
Jarrah, Wadi Joz, Kerem iiamlfti, and !Wxnius Llouse. It would seem that the 
Mandatory Government, cognizant of the urgent need of the services 01 tulle Hadassah 
Hospital at this time ,~auld recognize that protection of the hospital is a 
major necsssity. Yet reseated representations by: hobTita1 authorities an:! others 

* 
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have so far failed to secure adequate protection for the roach and hospital 
environs. Occasional troop escorts have be.zn s;lpplie4, but in many instances 
they were so inadequate as to present no threat to the a.LtacKers, nrho fired on 
them and those whom they lq!ere convoying. 

This compelling question asks itself: ;,ust the largest and best equipped 
hospital in Palestine curtail or wase its humanitarian wcrk because the British 
security forces fail to give the sick and :q:ounded, doctors and nurses, food 
supplies and medicines sufficient protection over a vital half mile of roa;l? 
Because the institution involvedis a hospital and is accessible onlv through 
one road, it is incumbs.,lt on the Mandatory &vernment to keep that ro.3d open 
and free from snipers. 

VI. 

In requesting the Department of State to ma'ce representations Cth the 
viem to securing protection for the hospital, iiadassah is concerned not onlLy 
Tlrith the ever-present danger to the hos::ital patients and staff but to the 
population of Jerusalem as a l!rhole. Dr&r present conditions, no one is 
immune from gunfire and explosions, and the przparetdness and safe accessibility 
of the Ha.dassah Hospital &must be assured as a hu!nane measure. "k earnostlv hope 
that representations by the State DepartiQent Cli succeed in procuring from the 
1Gandator.y Savernment that measure of protection for the Hadassah Hospital that 
:7ill insure ingrsss 
of the highway from 

and ep+-css yit,hout t:lz hazard of aLtack and ins&e the safety 
the ,I;, and up I&u:~i :;copus. 

Respec-tfully Liu'omi-tzed, 

Hadassah 
1519 Eroaz~~ay 
New York 23, New York 

National President 
Eadassah, the '-Fomen's Zionist 
Organization of America, Inc. 



December 30, 1947: Five Hadassah cbctors on their ryav to ydount Scopus escaped 
when their car was fired on and burned at 6 a.m. 3mployees of the 
hospital and Hebrew University r were llrounded lb:hen their bus was fired 
on opposite Nebi Samuel Road. Fourteen m!ere slightly wounded, one 
seriously. After three hours traffic ltras renewed but 'Nas limited to 
essential workers only. ifforts to hsve the road properly convoped 
by tlz British were intensified, 

January 2, 1948: Twenty-five Hadassah xorkers and an amblzlance, both accompanied 
by a police armored escort, rlrere attac!;ed near St. George's College. 
A Hadass,ah nurse, Hanna Gardi, was killed. 

January 27, i948: Sporadic attacks along the Scopus Road continued during the 
‘month and attempts made to blow up the small culvert or bridge at 
the base of the highway. A Hadassah armored bus -firas rammed bv an 
Arab-driven lorry at the Nashashibi bend on the Scopus road at 
2:30 p.m. A police car, which summoned another police car, kept a 
gro;ving group of armed Arabs from firing. 

February 3, 1948: The explosion that 'blew up the Palestine Post building 
seriously damaged the Hadassah emergency clinic on Hasoliel Street 
in the old Rothschild-IIadassah Comi:;ound. Though there x:as no injury 
to personnel, all equipment and supplies were rendered useless for a 
period. Twenty casualties in the neighborhood, many serious, "rere 
treated on t'he spot in the demolished clinic, but the transfer of 
these patients to the hespital on ‘.9unt Scopus had to take place at 
night for safety. 

February 13: At 7 a.m, -two mines rere discovered and.detonated by the police on 
the No, 9 bus route on the 5Scopus road at the beginning of the Sheikh 
Jarrah Quarter. A delay in starting saved the morning's first 
Hadassah bus from. striking the mines, 

February 17; At 11 a.m. a volley of shots y-rere f&d on a No. 3 bus with Hadassah 
personnel on the way to the Hadassah Hospital. Bullets penetrated 
the armor and xounded tv:o passengers, both of Thorn had to be hospital- 
ized. At 2r& p.m. another bus TpJas struck by bullets, injuring one 
person. At b p.m.. three 'buses descending together, with am armed 
escort, VWX+ met by a hailof bullets coming from Kerern Hamufti and 
from both sides of the md. A hand grenade struck one bus. 

February 18; At 6:30 a.m. the No. 9 bus R~S struck 
box on Itiount Scopus. 

by a mine close to the pill- 
The bus 3ras hurled forfiyard a distance of a meter 

and a half, xd although &age 'firas done to the front of the bus, 

no passengervas injured. Throughout the morning a large number of 
shots were firedY- even..exxueding the intensitg of those on Tuesday, 

.. the 17th. 

At'1 p.m..a passensrin an armorcd truck WLS fatally mounded by shots 
fired from the bend. &n-y volleys were fired for the rest of the day. 
Shooting vas directed at the Hadassah Hospital and the Ratnoff Post- 
Graduate Medical School Building from the Sheikh Jarrah duarter and 
madi Joz. At 4 p.m. the caretaker of the ,Ratnoff Building !?ras hit 
in the neck by az-bullet. 
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February 2Oi At 11:3Cl a.m. heavy firing eras directed at the No. 9 buses betlnreen 
Serem &mufti and the pillbox. 'The Hadassah armored ambulance .was 
also fired on. At 1 p.m. the Haciassah ambulance l!ras hit by bu;lcts 
on the same stretch of road. At intervals from 11:15 a.m. shots 
were directed at the Hadassah Hospital and at workers engaged in 
building operations at the &dical Center. Shots ls:ere fired at the 
roof of the hospital and a bullet missed the hospital director by a 
few inches, At 4 p.m. a corporal of ,the supernumerary police T:rent 
to the roof to check the post, and was killed by a sniper's bullet. 

February 21: Heavy shooting y:lent on all day in the direction of tile Iladassah 
Hospital. Later an e.%plosion damaged the bridge on the road to Scopus. 
Shots hit the Ratnoff Building and t!le hospital :nrall along the road. 

It was observed from the roof of the hospital that many of t:?a shots 
came from Antonius House. The police :*lere informed and investigation 
revealed a number of armed :raSs on the grounds of tile Rouse. :,t 
night the Scopus Road was blown up at the point near the ChzJX Hill 
where the track to . __ '"radi Joz crossas it, 

February 22: In addition to Hadassah's armored ambulance and three armored No. 9 
buses, several Red Cross ambulances ;,lied up and down Scopus trans- 
porting some of the most severe1;1 r l:rounded victims of the 3ien Yehuda 
Street explosion to the Hadassah Hcs;pitnl. At 2:4S a No. 9 bus left 
the hospital for town, full of nurses, ilcctors arid hospital personnel. 
The bus was fired on as it -,asaed Kerem Hamufti, Heavy{ firing ccn- 
tinued at the bus from.both sides of the road until the pillbox TnJas 
reached. TWO bullets penetrated the bus and injured two veteran 
Hadassah nurses, the hisses Katchko and Drugan. 

Jhr1ng the day Hadassah personnel treatej 66 casualties at the 
Hadassah emergency clinic on Hasollel Street. tiany were in a serious 
condition and some subsequentLg died. A:though as many patients 
as possible were sent to other hospitals because the road to the 
iiadassah Hospital was then unsafe, ten seriously wounded had to be 
left at the clinic, 

February 23; In the morning the Hadassail armored ambulance :nJas fired on while 
on its 'Irag to the Hadassah hospital with rl!ounde;l from the clinic. 
No one was hurt, In the hospital itself, a rifle bullet l:ras found 
in the corridor of the Children's Department and a hole l?:as discovered 
in a window through which it ::as iil,ed, 501~ of the windo~3s have been 
bricked up to prevent bullet penetration. 

At 7:15 a.m. the Hadassah supply lorry l*!as 'nit by three bullets while 
on its way to the hospital. At about 10 a.m- tr'affic to the hospital 
was virtually suspended. 

Euring the evening the culvert on the road to Scopus, not yet 
repaired, T'ras a.gain blown up, and authorities declared the road 
impassable. -it about the same time, 8:30 p.m., many shots T>rere 
directed at the hospital and a second bullet entered the corridor 
of the Childrenls 3epartmer;t thro,agh a window facing the main road. 
Because of the impassable condition of the high--Jag, the difficulties 
of admitting patients and wounded, of relieving personnel, of main- 
taining supplies for 310 Fatients, their attendant staff and the 120 
nurses in the Henrietta Szold-Hadassah School of Nursing, becme acute, 
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February 24; No repair I-Jerk has as yet started on the culvert. At lo:30 a.m. 
Hadassah Hospital authorities Ifirere informed that a diversion had been 
arranged aro:lnd the culvert lfilhich Tnrould take light armored cars. 

At 7:30 p.m. a Jewish armored vehicle was stopped in the Sheikh Jarrah 
Quarter by a truck obstructing the road. It !uas attacked by Arabs. 
A second Jewish arrnored vehicle Tn!ent to the aid ol the first and :VAS 
also attacked. The first vehicle began .to burn, Soldiers stood the 
Jewish drivers against the wall and turned the headlights of vehicle 
No, 2 on them. Many shots arere fired bg llrabs in their direction, 
During the heavy fire the soldiers took shelter behind the vehicle,and 
the Jews did likel?rise. Cne injured Jew, two Je+sh orderlies, 'J:ere 
brought to the Iiadassah Elospital. 

February 25: The Hadassah bus descended Scopus and was shot at from Kerem Hamufti 
and from near the f:iosque. A convJv of three armored trucks containing 
workers, and the University armoced car, :Vere heavily fired on. There 
were five casualties, two severe. At 2 p.m. the Hadassah bus :*ent 
down to the clinic and numerous shots were fired at it. Returning 
from the clinic with a police escort and a supply lorr=q, the vehicles 
v?ere heavily attac!ced in the rusual a:*ea and four shots hit the bus. 
At 4:15 p*m, the supply lorry, going down 3copus under police escort, 
was attacked by a grenade and bullets. At lo:15 p.m. the dritish 
Control Center found a mine on the Scopus Road. 

February 26: At 3 a,m. exceptionally heavy firing was directed at the Hadassah 
Hospital and University buildings from the direction of Tour village 
and Wadi Joz. The supernumerary cjolice force returned the fire and 
heavy shooting continued over a period of t,q!o hours. :i third bullet 
penetrated the corridor of the ChilXdren's Departrr.ent of the Hadassah 
Hospital and a number hit walls and windolrs. At 3:15 a.m. one of the 
hospital's remaining telephone lines ceased to function. At 6 a,m, 
the external source of electricity failed and the reserve generator 
had to be ?Ised, At 9:30 a.m. Dr. Haim Yasskv, Director of the 
Hadassah Ledical Organisation, :vas informed b:rthe police that there 
lrras an undetonated mine on the main road near the dntonius House, 
He was advised that in present circumstances it was inadvisable to 
use the road. At 12130 p.m. both teleohone lines l!?rere interrupted 
and there was no telephone or road communication with the town, 
At l2:35 p.m. one telephone line ;q;as restored. There has been no 
road communication between the hospital and the town today, and no 
supplies, no patients, and no relief staff have reached the hospital. 

February 27: At 1:15 p.m. t!le Hadassah, ambulance, with lmunded and women.in 
labor, p:as hit by two bullets on its Tray to the hospital. At 3:13 p.m. 
a hospital bus carrvin g relief and patients :W.S heavily fired upon and 
hit by several bullets, Fragments from the framework within struck 
three passengers - a nurse, a hospital lpmrker, and a patient - causing 
rnrounds, At 4:1.5 p.m. when the hospital bus dtiscended, it -rFas attacked 
bg bullets and grenades. 

February 29: At 7:30 a.m. a mine on the Scopus road was cleared by the military. 
At 8:15 a.m. the hospital bus and the hospital milk lorry reached the 
hospital after running the gauntlet of exceptionally heavy fire at 
Sheikh Jarrah. Several bullets struck the vehicle. At lo:15 a.m. a 
hospital bus was fired on, 



March 1; As the Hadassah Hospital bus on it s 1va.v to tomTl p3SSsd the La~~que at 
Sheikh Jarrah, a landmine :W.S detonated, 

tiarch 2; At 18:30 p,m. shots were fired at a convoy of t:~o buses, the haspital 
ambulance and supply lorries on the Iway u,: the Scopus road to the 
hospital. 

At 2:05 p..m. the telephone operator at the Hadassah Hospital lj\ras told 
on the telephone by a man, first speaking in Arabic, then in IIebrelri, 
that ths hospital infodld be blo,p:n up at 3:30 p.;na and would be completely 
destroved, The telephonist stated that it l:ras a man's voice and that 
the Hebrew was -t&t of an Arab. The police were inferred, 

At 2:35 p.mt the convag which came up earlier in the day left 1rJith 
discharged patients and off-duty hospital staff, A mine exploded under 
one of the vehicles near &rem Hamufti, A hol.e eight by four feet 
?vas blovon in the road and the.vehicle was damaged. 

March 31 For ore hour from 11 p.m. shots were fired at the Jathan Katnoff 
Graduate Cedical School BuildLng a&the Nebreyv University, 

March 4: At 8 a,a* shots were fired at building workers near the hospital. 
Two road blocks, one near the Sashashibi bend and the other near the 
Kerem Hamufti, were removed bv tro police and Xadassah veh-icles were 
able to descend the Seopus road. 



ADDEiDUiti To MARCH 11 Ml?XORANDUM 

SENT BY HADASSAH 

To U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT AND BRITISH A1IBASSACOR TO TiIE UNI?F,D STATES 

March 4: 

March 5: 

March 6: 

tiarch 7: 

(continuing) At lo:15 p.m. all telephonic communication to and 
from the hospital was interrupted. 

Telephone lines stili out. 

Bt 5:lO p.m. a convoy returning to the hospi ta.1 with police escort 
was subjected to heavy fire beginning at Kerem Hamufti and con- 
tinuing all the way to the Hadassah pillbox. The wheel of the 
Hadassah ambulance was badly punctured. 

Telephone repairmen, escorted by Army guards, restored three lines. 

At10 p.m, heavy sniping was directed at the University and Hadassah 
buildings from the direction of Wadi Joz, 

At 7:!% a,-?. a mine exploded under the first bus of the Hadassah 
convoy just beyond Antonius House. The bus was hurled sideways 
for about a meter, but the driver kept control of the wheel and 
sped on; no one was hurt. Military vehicles had passed the point 
unharmed a few minutes earlier, so presumably the mine was 
electrically detonated, Immediately after the mine exploded, a 
hail of bullets was fired at the cars in the convoy. The second 
car was hit, several bullets penetrated, one entering the eye and 
brain of one of our workers. His condition is very grave. The 
third car in the uonvoy was our ambulance, It was hit by a 
number of bullets, but no one was hurt. All vehicles bore clear 
Red Shield markings, Observers in our buses reported that the arms 
used by the Arabs this morning were much more powerful than those 
used hithertof ore. 

Police reported that the culvert, following the heavy rain and recent 
e4xplosions, was now dangerous for heavy traffic. This was corroborated 
by our drivers. Control Center reported that the Public idorks Cepart- 
ment and the Army had been notified of the state of the culvert, but 
it was unknown when repairs would begin. 

At 11:30 a,m, our ambulance, which reached the culvert with wounded, 
had to return to the clinic in town, since the wheels just sank 
into the ground at the culvert. A lorry with building materials 
which reached this point became sunk. The position now is the most 
serious in which the hospital has found itself since the beginning 
of the troubles. 


