ECT

P&

UETTED FEATIONS PAIRSTINE CORMISRION
PRESS CONFEREACE

Ieke Buccess, Myv York
Yonday, 2 February 1948, at 3.15 p.m.

The CHAIRMAE invited questions on the Comigeion's first monthly report -

_"to the Securify' Council,

Witk reference to the phrase under "Can_:lusioa" on page lh: "...the
full implementation of the Assembly's recormendations requires the presence

/" of the Commiseion in Palestine. considerably in sdvance of ths trsnafer of

authority...” the Chairmon was asked to defins what was meant by "considerably”.

" Bo replied that thet wonld depend upon tne progress of the negotiations
with the Mandatory Power ani upon a muzber of other factors -- for exwpls, &
satisfactory solution of the problem of the mesne of enforcing the resolution,

With reference to tho statement in the report that the Comnission was not

s3atisfled with the United. nn.gdom Covernment 's suggestion that the Comniesion
should not go-to Palestine until shortly before the expimt.ibn of the Mendate, 1t
wan asked vh;ather the Commission bad decided what steps to take,

It wan explained thet Sir Alemnder Cadogan had been requested to point
out to Lis Govermment the impossibility of taking all the preperatory cstoxfu; for

_esmming responsibility after the termitation of the Mandate in sc short a time,

end had pronised to take the Eatter up with his Covermment.

In reply to.a guestiom whether the fact that all the members of the

Cormmtizcion bhad signed the report vas to be interpreted as evidence of unanimoue

egreement on every part of the report, the Chaireen confimmed that this wae the
The Chalrman stated that no special ai@iﬂéanee should bde attached to the

fact that the report mdad.ﬁth the words: “...the Commieslon attachos the mgtéét

importence to the progress of 1ts megotiations with the Memdatory Power®.

|~ Asked whether the Cormission was cstisfled with the replies Sir Alexander

Cadogan had given to 1ts questions on the previous Friday, the Chairmen replied

that the Commigsion bh=d not yet Bad an opportunity of discuesing then.

.-
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“ | '.m@ guestion wmo asked or vhat parsgraph 15(b) of the zeporh ~ae baged,
fﬁm Chairman stated that it vas basod on staltopents which haé beon made Ho
the Comrission by Bir Alsxsnder Cadogan and Mr. Shertok, the represemntntive of
the Jewiek Agenpy; also on day to day news in the Press end from the Commissicon’s
other sources of information. )
With regerd to the date on which the spesclel report on gecurity ratiers
foum be emtaitted to the Becurity Council, the Chairman esid this would
probebly be eboui the middls of February.
Referring to the statement that the Commimion wonld set forthk in e seperate
document .‘nts vlews ;rith regard to the implicatiocns of the Arad Eighor Compittes'’s
.. \_ refusal to co»opsmta the Chairman stated that ths question had noh bosn fully
. L;_,_ dimcussed, and tsmt ths zatter 2igat wall be dezlt with in the gomeral report om
securlty probless,
' It vas obeerved that the first date meutioned in the resolution had presed ond
that e sesport hed pot besn emcué.ted, ee called for in the resoluiion,
The Chairman point’ed out that the rescluticn 4id not call for ans intervantion
by the Commdemioa in this case, Dut wes an eppeal dirascted to the ¥:ndatory Power,

He added that the Commigeion had, however, taken the matter up with tho United
. \.. lxingdom Coverrment and pubmitted it to the Becurity Council.

" With reference to the progressive teking over of the administ:atlon by the
Comigeion, the Chalrinr egreed that the Cormission bad been inclinzd %o interpret
that provision of the resolutior in another ssnse then the Mandatory Power,

P The Chatrzan declined to predict whether the Comaission would hold any

open moetings. '

In reply to an enguiry vhether the Commiesion intended to mowv: to londonm, tho-

Chairean stated that that bad alvays beon on the programme; the move would take

Place as soon as the Coxmimsion was saticfied thet ;verything that conld bs done

in Esv York had been dore to easure that it would be able to parform i4s task in

Palestins.

The Cheirman referred to Nr. Francisco (Philippines) & questicn ns to
congultations with the KMandatory Pover on the matter of the militia.

) MB, JRAECISCO (Fhilippines) stated that megotiations bed not yet begun.

i\ Askod whether the Cozmaission intenfed to send en advance party of the
. Becretariet to Paleatine, the CHAIRMAK replied tiat some members of the staff wonld

g0 there bofore the Comziseion in order to do necessary preparetory work,
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o - . The Chelrman descrl ed ag Lypothetical & gusstion whetder, in ths event of
the Comzisszion's labors p 'oving unsucceseful, the moral responeibility would fall
- on the ¥andastory Pover,

The gnestion wvas as'ed whether the Commission hoped that the Security Council
night de able to halp 1t =0 go to Palestine before 1 May. ‘

The Chairman replie’ that it was the Commiceion's duty to help itself; oaly
" 1f 1t was waeble to do mo would it appeal to the Security Council. ’
| Eo stated that ke kA no information es to when the Security Cowaecil would
diecuss the ﬁrst'mnthlq report.

It was pofnted out hat the report comtained & warning given by the United
Kingdom Covermment that 1': would not abe safe for the Commission to go to Palestine
o under present conditione, and that nevertheless the report stressed tho importance
of going there. It was e ied vhether this was due to heroism or whsther 4the

Cozmission rejected the ¥ oing,

The Chatrman aechmd that the members of the Commiseion had no ambition to
be elther b.eroea or wartyrs, tut that they were determined to do their duty when

the neceseaxy nrelinine.riea bed been accomplishesd.

Agked whether in the Cormigsion’e opinion the United Kingdom Government
exsgerrated the danger, the Chairman pointed out that the Msndatory Pover was
responsihle for the meintensnce of law and order vntil the termination of the Mendate
end would thus be reaponnﬂiie for the Cormission‘'s enfety in Palestine.

 he statemont in the roport that 62 per cent of the preeent Guvermment staff
1n Palestine were Arebs vho would be willing to serve under the Commienion .img
brought up, and the Chairman pointéd out that this was the personal opinion of
"Mr. Fletcher-Cooke. '

The Chairman wse asked whether non-Jewieh immigrants at present interned
in Cyprus would be alloved by the Comaleeion to emter Palestine.

. Be replied that the Cormiseion bad no information concerning thore internees
except what 1t had been told by 8Sir Alexsnder Cadogmn; the Coamaission vould nmegotiate
with the British auvtborities for the trenefer of h:aaigra.nts to Palestire but it would

be for the Jewish Agency to decide whether they were bona fide Jewish immigrants

to Pelestins or not.
‘ In reply to the quoestion whether the hope expressed in th report that 1t would

o etill be possible to mnke cortalin contacte with the Arabe wes based on enything
specific, the Chairmean eald "Dum spiro, spero™.

The pesting wae concluded at 4 p.m,
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UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMYISSI ON
DAILY NEWS SUMMRY - 12

10 February 1948

(Sources: New York Times and_New York Herald Tribune)

Jerusalem, Feb, 9 - British soldiers damaged a synagogue in the Jaffa -

Tel Aviv border area today when they blew up an adjoining hous- susvected
of being a snipers' nest, The Army subsequently announced that arms were
dig:overed in the synagogue,

Scattered violence invarious parts of Palestine increased to 1,103

~the unofficial death toll since Nov. 29, (A.P, N.Y. HERALD TRIBUNE)

Jerusalem, Feb. 9 - Nearly 3,000 trained soldiers became notential recruits
for Arab armies when the British today announced the disbandment of the

Trans-Jordan Frontier Force, (Brewer, N.Y,TIMES)

Cairo, Feb, 9 - According to well informed sources, the Arab League hes
decided to delay any full-scale invasion of Palestine until the British

withdraw.

The League's military and political committees were said to have recog-

- nized the fact that the Arab "Army of Liberation" cannot invade Palestine

80 long as British troops remain. It was said that a plan under consideration

crovides for Arab fighters to occuny Palestine towns and villages as the

British withdraw, (U.P, N.Y,TIMES)

London, Feb, 10 ~ According to Lt, Gen, H. G, ¥artin, military correapondent

of the Daily Telegraph, British forces will go mainly to Libya when they

_evacuate Palestine, (N.Y,TIMES)



