ST

UEITED BATIONS PAIESTIEE COSLISSION
DAILY EENS SUMMARY-17
, 17 Fsbruary 1948
(Sources: KFEW YORK TIMES, IAFW YORK HERALD TRIBUXE)

N

" Lake Success, Feb.1l6 EY TIMES and FY FERALD TRIPUME feature the relecse of the .

. Palestine Commission's Special Report to the Sacurity Council; the EY TIMES gives

1t & 3-column, front-pege headline, carries an editorisl on the subject, and prints

the text of the report in full.

 ¥esbinpgton, Feb.16 Preoident Truman bas made direct, personal appealé %o & number

of Areb leadérs to use "restraint® in dealiné vith the Palestine controversy, the
White Mee disclosed today. It was not specified to whom the appsals vere made,
A ¥hite Bouse etatement said: "In an effort %o preveat the spresd of die-
order in the Midadle East, this Government bae, during recent months, addressed
a.ppé‘a{l# to certain interested Governments stressing phe importance, in the interest
of Middle Esst security and world peacs, of the exercise of restraint in dealing

with the Palectine situation. Some of theee appeals were made directly by the

. Preeldent.” (NY HERALD TRIBUZE)

" Jerusalem, Feb;16 Jevish colonists beat off today & five-hour sttack by a strong

force of Arabs on Tirat Tevi , & settlement in the Jordan River Valley fivs miles

southeart of ‘Bolgan, The settlement 18 famous for ite defenase against an Arab

- attack in 1937. Police reported that 30 Arabs and one Jew were killed and three

Arabs wounded. [Fa AP, ‘d1spatch, HY HERALD TRIBUKE, reports that a Haganah spokes-

. men claimed that at least 60 Arabs had been killsd in the attack./

ela.sh between the Arad Icgion and Jews cccurred in Beifa, in ¢hich one

: Arab and three Jews were killed, (NEW YORK TIMES )

Jerunalam. Fob.16 Today's casualties in Palestine brought the total fatilities
ai.nce !ovember 29 to 1,243, (AP REW YORK EERALD TRIBUHE)

‘Cairo, Feb, 16 The military comnttoe of the Arab lLeague has recormended to the

League's Counoil that any United !a.tiona troops sent into Paleatine to mplement

partition be oppoesd by force. The Council will meet tomorrow in probably 1ts
. last seseion of the current meeting to consider the proposal. (NY TIMES)
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. london, Feb.16 A Foreign offics aﬁokeman e21d today that under no conditions

vould Britain keep her ﬁilita.ry forces in Palestine @ftar 1 August, or provide

"~ troops for t.ha protoction of the propoaed international regims in Jerusalem,

An od!toria,l in the MAHCHEGTER GUARDIAE said today that while it is

probabl: too late for the British Government t0 changs its mind on the questicn

- of sny mtemtioml i’orce, it would be of grea.t aseglstance 1f Britain should

offer troops to guard Jerusalem and €ive the Palestine Commission a refuge in

vhich to work., - \ *

The oditorial sald that it wes the duty of every membsr of the Security
Council to enforce the uutho:rity of the United Eatione and that this applies
especially to the United Btatas but also to Britain, "which has an 1nterest
in the euccess of the United lla.tions outwaighmg its interest in the goodwill

' of the Arab States”. (MEW IQRK TRES )

- [The attached Fote on Recent Developuents in Palestine was submitted to the
Untted Hations by the United Kinglom Delegation on 16 February 19487
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| HOTE OF EECEXT IEVELOR@YTS IN PATESTIAE

. During the wesk ending 15th February, there wae a steady influx of armed
Arab volunteers into Pelestine. The largest single incursion zo far reported
forded the Jorden south of Jisr Djemiyeh and is said to have numbered between
~one andtwo thouseand, prin.cipo_.ny Syriens and lebanese. It 18 reported that
'thase vohmteers bhave moved o the /q}_ernsaiem area and that Arab guards in the
014 City ere now largely Syrians .
2. ¥hile the sitnation in Bamia revains quiet it bes deteriorated else-
vwhere. In Semaris, the A:ab "mbemtion Aroy" is exercising strict control

over Arad areas and bes go far refrained from attsacking Jewish settlements.

~ The Hagana in this district hae also refrained from provocative action eo far,

' end in coqbequonceithia usually troublescme district provides & refreshing con~

trast to the rest of the country. ' / !

- 3. In Halfe, clashes betveen Jews and Arabs have been continuous,
k.,  In Jerusalem, tho position in the 014 City remains unchanged and negobiee
tions for a trucé ere in abeyance owing to the refusal of the Supreme Moslem
Council to commit themmelves without the approval, ec far withhald, of the Mufti,
It 1s faported that both sldes ars increasing their armaments and intenaifying'
their organizations and everything points to the fact that chashes in Jerusalem

vill become increasingly severs. As an instancs of the situation in Jerusalem

' reference may be made to an engagenent between Arabs attesmpting to occupy Yemin

Moehi and its Hagana defenders., This action, which took place within two hundred
Jards of Governme.t and Militery Hazadquarters, lasted for five hours and was
only brought to an end wken the Security Forcee occupied the disputed aresa.

5. A more or less static front has developed around Jaffa, vhere shooting

~ -proceeds day and night.

6. In Galilee there have been numerous attacks on traffic by both sides,

. and on several occasions the Army hee had to engage Areb irregular forceo.

7. = Hage=na 1s intensifying its policy of reprieals and nov scarcely troubles
to conceal its indifference to caevalties thereby caused to non-combattants.

8. The Jevs are rinding it increaeingly difficult to maintain supplies for

« . . ‘their urban centres a.nd' "a_:arcity of several cammodlities {particularly meat and

e‘gée) is already acuts.

J. Fletcher-Cocke (signed)
* 16th Febrvery, 1948,



