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UNTTED HATIONS PALESTIER CCBIISSION

A , RECEET BRITIEH RDITORIAL CRSMERT
‘ . on the
ALESTIEE QUESTION

1. In en article entitled "Palestine Poker", the KEW STATESHAN AED NATION

of 17 Jemuary 1948 eaphnsizes that Britian remains vitally interested in the

fate of Pulestine despite the termination of the Mandote end that "so long as
& ' vo’mlin d.ep‘am_l@m; on Middle Eastern oil we cannot disregard a danger gpc;t .
| from vhich chaos might apread through all the Arab Statea".

in"eplte of the Govermment's epparent unconcern for the future of
Palestine after the withdrawal of British forces, the article points out 5
British diplomacy in the Kiddle Fast 1s "28 active as ever”, amd the so-called
neutrality being displayed iz "not en end in 'if.solt tut & slelight.of-hsand in
‘ - & game of poker”. | 7
‘ ‘ This maneuver has not succeeded in inducing the United Stetee to assist _
ey " 4n the implementation of partition, end the Mufti and the Arab Higher Cosmittee
are confident "that they have got the Americans where they want them, talking
Zioniem at have aml metising in Palest;lne e non-intervention which works
egainst the Jews",
e It is probable, the article conﬂxiués, thet Ruesis bas calculated on
 thig American attitude, hoping either for an anti-Western flare-up throughout
. the Miadle Fast, or &n opportunity to intervene with the Red Army to enforce
! E ths authority of the Unitéd Hations. Bevin, & step ahead of the Russians,
" hopes that "b;? playing the Russian Menace to the full”, it might be possible
: "'to bring the Areb league to ite senses and to negotiate a last-minute settlement
which wvould prevent Russian intervention”,
The Jeve, who will choose war rather than capitulation, will not, unliké
the Areb League, be unduly alarmed by the threat of Russisn intervention vhich
" might in fect be of direct assistence to them. |
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This gives them a diplomatic etrength which pertly compensates for

- their military vealmess ms they too can exploit feer of Russia and ‘so bring

pressure on Britain end Americe, and through them on the Arab lesgue.
" ."If the Govermmsnt really desires, 8ps 1t must,” concludes the article,
"to prevent & conflagration in the Middle East, it would do well to ponder
cerefully the real balence of forces, and not to be misled once again by thoee
Arad experte who have wder-egtimoted so often in the past tha strength
and the will-pover of the Jewz, It is Mr. Bevin's duty to work for an agreed
settlement before 15 Mey, axlxd. he will be wise to reckon in advance that that
sottlement mist involve the liquidstion of the Hufti and the establishment of
& Jevish Btate, though the b;mndariee of that State mey well be & subject for
negotiation, We nu;;t use e.u. the'g‘ea.t 1nr1uence‘ which we mtill pomeess to
peraqnﬁ.e the Ara'\h lesgue -that, 1f it wants to avoid Russian intervention 1t

/
must induce the Arabs of Palestine to accept ths UNO decision®.

|
2.  An editorisl in the MANCHESTER GUARDIAK of 21 Jenuary 1948 calls attention
to the "confusion® r-.vealed,by the recent debate on Palestine in the Houge of
Lorde. That the Eritish Govermment etill ineiste that its forces cannot be
used té‘impogo any plan 'n§t fresly .accep_ted by both perties in Palestine",
negne in pi'o.cticc; that "we 'uro carrying on &8 if the United Fations hed taken
no decision at all"., The Covernwment defends Jews againet Arabe and Arabs
against era, but it refuges to recogniza the rights of either to hold arms

. or.to organize for the defenze of thed.r allotted areae, The Commission's only

‘ hope, according to the editorial, -unless the Security Council provides 1t with

an internations) force before 15-May, is that it will find the proposed Jewish
and Avad States sufficiently far advenced in organization and defense to look
after théxgaelveﬁ, "At present”, concludes the editorial, "the British Covernment
and the United Hations are still acting et croes purposes.”
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3. . The docision o f the Falestine Commission to encourage the early formation of

" & Jevish militia is termed "undenisbly right” in en editorisl in the MANCHESTER

GUARDIAN of 31 Jenuwsry 1948. If the Security Council cannot provide sn internma-
tional force, the Jews muat bo given the clmnce to defend their own State.

“At present”, continues the editoriq.l, "ve ere still treating Jews and Arabs

on the eams footing, though the Jews are fighting to defend a decieion of the
United Eationg and the Arabe are fig;xting to defeat 1t." The editorial advocates
thet the British Govermment accept the advice of the Commission snd allov &
Jevish militia to hold arms and train openly for its own defense.

| k.  An editoriel in the London TIMES of 2 February 1948 states that Sir
Al.émnder Cadogen's statementes to the Commission "may help to clear the air
at & time when the Commission itself seems hesitant and uncertain how to '

: .o.pproach its work in Palestine &nd vhen many.in the United Retions are still
balf expocting‘ this country to carry the msain burden”,

The .oditorinl eays thet the repemted wernings of British rgpresenta.tives
regarding the risk of & partition decision without providing means of eaforcement
vere ignored, partly because of e hope that Britain could bé persusded to use
fhe machinery of the'l!aﬁdn.tory Govermbnt to impose partition by force and
paxrtly becanse representatives of the Jewish Agency diemissed the danger of
Arab registance as "a figment of British imegimation”. HNow that the structuce
of public security in. Palestine s breaking down even more quickly than Britain
had cx;pocted Jevish Agency spokemnen "seck to blame Britain for the consequences

" of thelr own miscalcuh.tions ' Refut:lng the accusations of the Jewish Agency
that the Palestine Government favors the Arabs and prevents the Jews from
defending themselves, the editorisl asserts that the govermment has everywhere
taken strong action againet Ared aggression and. that Jewish organizations of

~ self-defense bave not been obstructed so long as they acted defensively.
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. The editorial :goes on to eey that "the sooner the Palestine Commission
_ gooé to Palestine ﬁm bet:car" and that while the Government rightly refuses
"to allov their evthority to be undermined, their reluctance to let the emall
cmiaaiozi,miie in good tims is perbeps less easy to defend”., Asserting
" that the Oanénip;ion "could begin essessing the needs on the epot”, he editorial
) . concludes by eaying that "the members of the United Nstions reaponsible for
‘the decision on partition have exposed the Jews in Pelestine to difficulties
and dangers and they cannot .leuve then in the lurch",

5. An article in the NEW STATESMAN AND BATTON of 7 February 1948 titled
"Ihe Second Front in the Cold Wer" eriticizes the Britieh Govermment's policy
in the Middle Ecst es having abendoned wocielist principlep to “eppease” the
Arabe and “"connive at the Arab Leagne's defiance of UFO". The article states
that s ."Mr. RBevin's realinm about .Ps.lntinc bes done nothing to improve the

kL o | situation. It hae mede wer certain in Pelestine, without vinning Arab .

N

friendehip, The Ared foels mot gntitmle but contempt for a greet Power which
abdiep.tea end rerains neutral on an issue of principle. Sensing veakness, he
raises hig demands for Dimegqid..." |

6A. . An editoriel in the MANCHESTER G!IABDIAN of 16 Februaery 1948 (quoted in
the BEW YORK TIMES of 17 February) states that while it is probabdly too late .
for the Eritish Government to change its mind on the question of any interna-
 tional force, it would be of great sesistence 1f Eritain ehould offer troops
to gmrd Jerusalen and give the Palestine Commission e refuge in which to work,
 Eritain‘s n.ttitndo of doing nothing to n.dvnnce pertition "has turned '
_ huvn; againet the Jews", vho cennot arm or train their soldiers s the Arabs
" have been able-to do 1n the States bordering Polestine. As it 1s the Arabs
~who are attacking Jevs snd challenging the United Nations' suthority, the
editorial continues, "the Guty of every member of the Security Council is plain:

&) " 1t must be to enforcc the authority of the United Fations". Thia arpliee especially
N o to the United States but dso to Britain, "which has an interest in the success

of the Q_mtm Hstions outveighing 1te interest in the goodwill of the Armb Btates”.




