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PALESTING
DAILY MZWS SUMMARY
29 January 1948

(Sources: New York Times, New York Herald Tribune)

Jerusalem, Jan. 28 - An A.P, dispatch, (MN,¥, Herald Tritmme} renmorts ths

. the British tonight closed all bridges intc Palestine from 7rans--Jerdan e cer

the heavily guarded Allenby Bridge, to tighten zontrel of Hely Land front! ers

It followed the crossing into Palestine last wesk of 750 uniformed Arab

volunteer troops from Trans-Jordan,

Jerusalem, Jan, 28 ~ Brewer (N.Y. Times) reports that 1 Arab was killed
le‘uounded in local skirmishes, No Jews were reported killed bub two wert
wourded in Tel=Aviv, 4 '

In Jerusalem, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver asserted that without an iniernztio
force in.Palthine the whole possibility of a Jewish state was Jeopsrdizec .

Jerusalem, Jan, 28 - Turner (N.Y. Herald Tribume) reporis that with ine

sanction of the Arab Hipher Committee and funds provided With & ¢ help of the

League, the 17 Arab chambers of commerce of Palestine embarked on & $20,002,0

program to lay in a gix-month sunoly of baslc gocdstuffs in anticipation ¢f w

London, Jan, 28 - According to a Government spokesman, the anrval suvsid
of abou# £2,000,000 from the British Treasury accorded the Avsb Legion wiil b
ﬁithdrawn if that force should launch an aggressive attack avainst the vrenos
Jewich state in Palestine., Meanwhile, A.V. Alexander, Minister of Defens:, r
affirmed in the House of Commons that it was the intention of the Eritish Jov
éent to c§mp1ete thé evacuation of its military forces from Palestine by 4 agu
(Crifton Daniel, N,Y. Times) v _
| Washington, Jan. 28 - Secretary of State Marshall declared at a press co
ference today that no consideration was being given at present to a relaxs ié
3

of the American embargo against the shipment of arms and amrmnition te Pa.*st
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(The attached Note on Recent Developments in Palestine was sibaitted by tha 1

* Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations on 23 January 1948 . ) )
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NOTE OH RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IE PALESTINE

~The folloving information hae been received from Palestine eince the
United Kingdom Delégatibn appeared bofore the Comnission ol Wednesday, 21 Jenuarys

(1) Prittan Poiiee . ;  ;

British Police hau been withdravi from the Tel Aviv u'ea. British Police
Police have aluo_.bpgr; vzthdra\m (except for Divisicnal Beadquarturl Staff) from
Nablus, Bebron, Jeraché, end from cert?.in lsolated police posté in Northern
Palest:ne . | 3 | | |

(2) IocaJ. Authorltin )

I.egiahtion is boing prepared to give Local Authoritied wmr povers. Looal
Authorities aro m opérating all va.tér supplies owned by tlu Govormunt of

Palestine, Plaxh ror tﬁe handing our of Arad schools to tho ua.t&ge-mt of Iooal

. Autborities are alao ‘béing yrepared, It is Froposed to nxppl; a ‘81X montha' stock
'~ of drugs and droulnga *l:o the troament centres and it 1is hopod to pexrsuade medical

practitioners f.o mintd.in these centres. As the ccuuuion havo almdy been /k/

fomd it 1e propoaed ta enpover Iaozll Authoritiu to collect m disbhiurse the
.Urban Pmporty ’hxvith effect from 1 April 1948 eo as to furnish the= vith

to meet the cott of these trancferred services.

It has ﬂot yot proved possible to make arrengements for the disposal of

: grun ad othei' food stuffs.

In Jaffa, the mt M\micipa.l Police Force of 300 men has beeh formed, A

‘sinilar force v.‘lth Jevibh and Arab police 1s being formed for the Jerusalen
" Munioipelity. uunmpat ponoe forces on & similer basts are being formed in

eightéen other mtm-sized Ared towns., A country-wide schm for the enrollimer:®

' of armed Speciml- Oonatablea in Arsd ﬂnageu 18 being mtnted The intention !:

that these forcea -hall be part of the Palestine Police Force until they are
transferred to the Incal Authorities:
(3 ) Extm cf Govement Ssrﬂces ‘

"'As the Oomiaaion has al.ree.dy heen mromd. u 1s the pomsy to maintair
adninletration 1n full \mtn the termindtion of the Handa.to and ‘1t 1is not the
preaent intention to close dowvn ‘any department until then. In Jerusalem, Head-

quarters offices which were recently working at below 50% overall efficienc s ars
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‘nov working at about 75$ This :llprovmt u dus to the introauction into
- Jerusalen of additional Britieh police and. other security a.r!‘angmnts. As

rogu'ds the rest of Palestine, all uruou are working but not above the 7%5%
oftioienc: lenl.

(&) Roghémt of British by Paloltwan Of ticers
No Britnh orncm havo as yet been x'epla.cod by Palestinians but

- arrangements ave being made whereby Mutwan Officers are appointod to perforn

the duties of Britioh Officers es and when tﬁo latter proceed on leave. 1t 1s

Toported that tha mctica.l offect of this scheme vul be very linim
3.  BECURIIY .

(1) Main Abess 6f Trouble

The mrin arou or trouble
(a): the nited quarters of tho tbroo large towns (1.0. Jerusalem,
‘Mfa, and Jaxm.'x'el Aviv)

(h) the Jerusalem-Jaffa Roa& vhers incidents have bem reduced by
‘extensive patron.mg but where it 1: hponlble to prwent incidents
entirely ,

(c) the Eaife-Eantara Rallway in the Semaria-Iydda district where
there have been a ruber of armed hold-ups by Arabs, nov reduded as &
result of provision of ermed escorts oonvoying trains.

(4)  Isolated Jewish Colonles, particularly in the Boersheba, Hebron,
and Ga.liloe diatricta.- |
(2) Maintensnce of Imr and Order’

'me gonéra.l poainon 15 proca.riouu because of plannod outrages by large
Ara.b gangs and the reprisal pouoy of the xegina Individual Arsd and Jevish

- murders a.re elcaping 'unauﬁhod" Apart frmn these inter-communsl oluhu,

or:ho has not increased urkbd.’l; and the degrées of lav enforcsment in respect

or sich orimeé ie mich the same as usual. B‘xnopt in emall areas where Areb-Jevish
strife is endeaic (t_noh &8 the Jaffa.Tel Aviv border, near Jarrah in Jerusalem
ahd 1n parts of Haifa) the secirity fordes have been able to restore order after

inXiwvidual incidents,



" have beem full: eacorted.
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(3) Arad Leglon and Trans-Jordan Frontier Force

_Arad Leglon unite in Palestine are employed on statlc and escort duties -
and not in dealing with communal disorders. Their behaviour ie reported to de
gcod. The .I‘rafne-"'--l‘oxim Frontier Force has been withdrawn to Trans.Jordan and

plans are in tra.in for ths disbandment of the force.

C.  ECOFOMIC mAiRs :
(1) comercm Life

There has bean a serious restriotion on commercial activities as a result
of insecurity of cmanications, disturbed oomutiona in mixed areas and the
reluctence of Arabs to enter Jewish local:!.tiea and vice-versa. Merchants are

reluctent to cleé.f'gbodd from the ports af Haifa and Jaffa, partly as a result

of the fact thit the #i%ed labour-force there hasled sn sggravating effect. The

v building trade ﬁ paruéuie.rly affected. Prices of food stuffs have risen
- eonsiderably, ﬁainly :I.n Javinh eress, &s a result of diltri'bution diffioulties.

The progremms’ fdr the export of the citrus ~erop is somevhat behind schedule but .

- proepects of ooInpletion a.re fair if the prelent rate of progress 1s maintained,.

Much depends on the mmtenanco of rail services.

(2) x&i;m‘ ys '

Reilvays are continuing to operate but the possibility of staff refusing
to work on account of the eecurity situat‘mn is continually ypresent.

(3) Rosd, Transport

Road ‘!ransport is oonsidorably reetricted owing to the insecurity of the roads.
(4). EFower ,Sugm
The Palestins Electricity end Jeruslem Electrioity Corporations held reserves
of one month's fuel supply. If the ouﬁput of the Refineries at Haifa continues to.
b§ serlously restricted, both ooncerns ¥ill have to face a drastic reduction in outpu
(5)‘ Palestine Potash

: Prodi‘xctionof potash has temporarily ceased owing to the lack of adequate fu~l

. reaer'vc end the ini.bilit} ae yet to procure fresh supplies. A further source of

difficulty in thia respect 16 due to attacks on convon despite the fect that they
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(6) Baifa 011 Refineries
The Conabiidatod Refineries Limited resumed work on a modest acale on
22 January and 1t 18 hoped that they will be in rull production within three

. weeks. If further trbu'bies do not prevent this, the shortage of fuel mppliee
- yoferred to above vin be much a.llevutod.

D. GOVERRMENT mmcns

8o far as can hb geen at pretent a coneiderable deficit m.y be expected
at the termination ot ‘the Mendate. The main causes of this are:
(a)' that the Government of Palesuno has bad to bear the cost of
minta.ining megal tmmigrants in Cyprus, which up to 15 May (but
excluding the a'dditional cost due to the recent 100% increase in the
number of :lliesél izmigrente in Cyprus) is estimated at about five and
, three-qun.r‘ber million pounds;
(b) The ,rallmg-off in anticipated reveaus due to the deterioration
in the security situation, which is estimated to emount to about one end
- one-quarter million povnds. '
The deficit is expected to emount to some six million pounde.

B,  EVACUATION OF CILILIASS AND FAMILIES

Since the lst Je}nugéy, 51 officiels, 2 wives and 5 children of officials,
have left Palestine on final departure. Eritish Officers vhose services cen be
d4spensed vith are'baing sent on leave with their families. The intention ie
that there shall bo no woien ofﬁcia.ls or British vivee and children of
ofticials in the comtry durin; the mnth preceding the date of the termination
of the Mandate. There will, of course, be certain non-government British
civiliene in Palestine after that date.



PALESTINE
DAILY NEWS SUMMARY

29 Jénuany 19h8
(Sources~‘ New York Times, New York Herald Tribune)

. Jerusalem, Jan, 28 28 - An A.P, dispatch (N.Y, Herald Tri bune) revorts that

the British tonight closed all bridges into Palestine from Trans-Jordan excera
the heavily guarded Allenby Bridge, to tighten control of Holy Land frontiers.
. It~followed the crossing into Palestine last week of 750 uniformed Arab
vbluntaer troops from.Tréns-Jord;n

Jerusalem, Jan, 28 28 - Brewer (N Y, Times) reports that 1 Arab was killed a-

d

g |
18 wounded in local skirmishes. No Jews were reported killed but two were |
woun@eq in Tel-Aviv,

. In Jerusalenm, Dr.’Abba Hillel Silver asserted that without an internatior
forcé in Palestine the whole rossibility of a Jewish state was jeop%rdizedo\

Jerusalem, Jan, 28 ~ Turner (N.Y. Herald Tribune) reports ‘that with the

 sanct16n of the Arab Higher Committee and funds provided with the help of thé ”?z%
League;‘the 17 Arsb chambers of commerce of Palestine embarked on 2 $20,009,07 : 7
pfogram to lay in a six-month sunply of baslc goodstuffs in snticipation of w3~

London, ‘Jan, 28 - According to a Government spokesman, the annual subsidy
of about &2, OOO 000 from the British Treasury accorded the Areb Legion will b:
withdrawn if that force should launch an aggressive attack avfiret the oropos
Jewish state in Palestine, Eeanwhile,‘A.V. Alexander, Minisver of Defense, r:
affirmed in the House of Commons that it was the intention of the British Jov-
jment to complete the evacuation of its military forces from “alestins by fugu: .,
{C1ifton Daniel, N.Y. Times)

Waahinggon, Jan, 28 8 - Secretary of State Marshall declared at a press co:

of the American embargo against the shipment of arme and ammanition to Pal
(kﬁilgz==é)

(The attached Note on Recent Developments in Palestine was snbmitted by ths' U 1

terence today that no consideration was being given at present to a relaxs’ i
"/

Kingdom' Delegation to the United Nations on 28 January 19&8 )
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BOIE OX RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN PALESTINE

A

The fouoving inromtion has beexz ﬂceivcd from Paleatlne since the
United nngann Deleguﬂm appeared betbrd the Oonlnion on Wodneaday, 21 Jenvary;

A.

BEritish !Bnco bave been uthdravix h‘cn the Tel Aviv u-oa British Police
- Follce have ahb,boéﬁ \dthdzmm ( emept rax- D:Iviaional leadqudrtern Starf) from
mnu-, Ho‘bron, .‘reraeno end from certain ibolated police posté in Northern
Palu:bzne.
(2) leshi .. . |
I.egnmsiou u iumg prepared to gﬂm Local Anehoruieh vm.r povers. Looal
Authorltiu m m bbmting all vater. iuppun owned by tho Government of
Palestine, Plani ro&- uzo banding over qr Ahb achools to thé Banagwment of Looal

Authorities are a.ho boing prepered., Ié 1s m-opoted t0 supply & #ix mthu' stock
of drugs and drouingi %6 the hoauont ccntrn and 1t 1s hnpod to persuade medical
" practitioners to uﬁ:‘ﬁdn these centres, As the Commission fiave already been in-
formed, 1t 1s mposoa to empover Local Authorities to collect end disburse the
Urunrropemymwm effect m1£pu1 1948 o as to furnish thelvith funds
to meet ux& cost of tﬁon transferred -maoo-. _

It hu ot yet proved possible tb Bake errengements for the dloponl of
grunnd. ethar food stuffs.
In J‘afta, the Ax-ub Muntoipel Ponu Force of 300 men hu been formed. A
sintlar rmo vith Jevish and Arab police 1s being forned for the Jerusalen
_ Hunicipl.uty. Mmucipal polioce forces on a similer basis are being romd in
oisht.oon other u\u\n-uzod Ared towvzs. A country-wide schemo for the enroliment
ct armed spbcm cmutauea in Arad dmau is 'being initiated. The intention 1s
that these rorcu shall be part of the Pelestine Folice Force wntil thq are
tran'foml to tho Ioédl Authorttiu.

{3) want of Govermunt Bmicu »

Aa tho cam;amn haz a.lroud; bun tntomd 1t is the poliay to lainu.in
. udlinumt:lon 1n full until the urimuoa of tho Mendate, and 1t 1s not the
“present intention to close down an; departaent until then. In Jerusalex, Bead-

‘ qunrtors offices vhioh were rocenu: working at below 50% overall efficienc; ars
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‘Bov working at ebout 75%. This hprovmt 1s tue to the introduction into
Joruuln af awtmm British police, ﬁnﬂ. other security unnguunts. As

vegards the rutorhh-tiu mmiasmmnngwtmtam the 75
© efficiency hﬂl. ' v

V'houiniru‘a ar trbuble are:

(a' tﬁcun&qméfthmwgom (13 J’oruula,
Haifa, m Jum-‘rel szv)

(b)
.mn-m paﬁ'oluhg ut vhoro ié is impossidle to prevent {ncidents
(o) tus xam.mma a.uw in the Semaris-Iytta Hsteict vhere
thorohfobmanmborotamdhou-npnbymm, now reduced as 8
result of provisien’ 6: armed esosrts couvoylng trains.

(a) Isolated Jewish Coltnies, particulsrly in f.he‘ hgmiuba, Esbren,
and Galtlee dhtrictis. |
(2) Meintensnce of Law and omu-
The gmm pouticn u m&m Yecause of planned onmgu by large
© Ared gangs aid tho umm policy of tho Hagana, Individual Arab end Jewish
murders are dacaylns "unacathod" Apert fros these inter-communal cluhn,
a-aumnod mmueahrkouymmugmormmmtnumet
otmchermumchthtmunnﬂ Imptlnusnmuﬂm-omwc\dlh
strife is eodenio (suoh ae the Jafta-»rol Aviv bordcr, near Jamh 11 Jerusalem

and in perts of Haife) the security forces bave heen able to restore order after
indiuidual incidents,
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(3) Arad I_‘!E' on and Trana-JoNan h'ontier Force
" Arad Legion units in Palestine are’ &lployeﬁ on static and escort duties
and not in dealing wvith communal diaoraerd. Their dehaviour is reportod to be
good, The Trans-Jordan Frontier Force hai 'boen withdrawn to Trans-Jordan snd
plans are in train ror the dis‘bandnent of the force.

C.  ECOKGMIC mms : \
| (1) comarcm I.ife

There has benn o. eeﬂone restriotion on omrcm activitiu as a romlt
of inseocurity of. omunioations, disturded ccmutiona in mixed areas and the
reluctance of Arabs to enier Jewish loc&utioa end vice-versa. Hercha.nts are
reluctent to olear goods h'om the ports ef &n’n and Jaffas, pa.rtly As a result
of the fact that tha mxed :1abour-force thers haslzd an aggmvaﬂhg effect. The
building trade is particulariy ‘affected. Prioea or food stuffs lwn risen
considerabl:, meinly 1n Jevigh aress, as a rnultv of distribution difficulties.
The programme for the,cxpéiit of the citrus crop is scmevhat bebind schedule but
prospects of complétion a.ro fair if the present rate of progress is meintained.
Mych depends on the mintenance of reil aorvicos.

- (2) Baliveys |

. Ratlvays are continhing to operate but the possibility of staff refusing
to imrk on a.ccnomtibr;'t'ilvé"sdmw situation 1s continually present,

(3) Rosd Tiansport

Road 'Branspon ie oonﬁiderably roatrioted oving to the insecurity of the roads,
(&) Pawex' B‘um
- The Palestina_nectridﬁy and Jerusiem Blectricity Corporations héld reserves
of one wonth's fuel suppl:. 'If the output of the Refineries at mm‘ 3ontixmo'a to
be soriously reatricm both concerns will have to face a drastic rednoction in outpu
(%) . l’aleatind Potalh

_ Production of potash has temporarily ceased owing to the lack of adequate fucl
Fsserve end the ﬁnbinty a.s yet to procure fresh supplies. A further source of
d.itﬁculty in thlu reapect is duo to attacks on convoys déespite the fact that they
havé been fully opeorted.
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(6) EHaifs 011 Refineries

' The Consolidated Reﬁneriu Limited reswmed work on & modest scale on
22 szmry end 1t ia hoped that they \rill be in full production within three
weeks. If further troubles do not yrevent this, the shortage of fuel supplies
referred to adove will be much mwnted. N
D, - GOVERHMERT FINANCES

So far s can bo seen at present, a considerable deficit may be expected
at the ternination of the Mandate. The main csuses of this are:
(a). that the covariment of Palestine bas bad to bear the cost of
mainteining 1llegal fmmigrants in Cyprus, which up to 15 May (but
excluding the additional cost due to the recent 100% increase in the .
ntu;iber of 1u§3a1 mu in Cyprus) is estimated at about five and
three-quarter ‘muion pounds;
(b) The faJ-.uhg-ofr- in anticipated revenue due to the deterioration
in the security situation, whick is estimated to amount to about one and
one-querter milliion pmmd.e .
The deficit 1s expected to emount to some six million pounds.
E. EVACUATIOR OF CILILIARS AND FAMILIES

Since the 1st J’anuar:, 51 officiels, 2 wives avd 5 children of officlale,
bave left Pa.leatine 6n final departure. Brituh Officers vhoee services can be ‘
dispensed with are being sent on leave with their families, The intention ie
that there sball be no wonen officials or Eritish wivee and children of
officials in the country during the month preceding the date of the termination
of the Mandate., Thers will, of course, be certain non.government British °
cuutia in Pelestine after that date.



