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UEITED EATIOES PALESTIEE QOIMIsSsIng

.Recent British Editoriel Commient on the
Palestine Question

1. THE MANCHRSTER GUARDIAE of 25 Merch 1948, in sn editorisl entitles "May 15"

-etetes that although Bevin ennounced that Pritein was hending Pelesting over to

ths United Fstions end "not to chaos™, there mey 10 prectise ba littls @iffsrsuasn
. R ’ .

between the twvo. At the moment, it looks oe though the partition plea will wtsnd

" 8s the valld declsion of the United Netions om Maey 15. "Since the Palestins
‘Cormiseion bas alreedy announced that it cemnot enforce partition and is

. paturelly reluctant to take responsibility in the clrowmatamces, 1% would be

optimintic to haps that there will be eny United Faiions suithiority in Polestine
to vhom we can hand over the government on May 15".
- ‘However, the oditorial continuvee, there will be zome autbority «- &

"dn facto" partition -- since the Jews hove decided "sulie legitimately”™ to set

up & provigionel government and the Arabs will have affective control In Avad

e

erces of Semeria and eleewhere. The problem, pince these two “Stetes” will
elmost certainly be at wa.r, is to concentrate on forming the internatioumal regime

for Jeruselem end providing it with its own pollce force. This would provide o

' calm center vhere the Commiseion could work and where moderete leadsre on each

- elde could meet end talk.

Although .1t would be difficult for the Britlsh Govermment to take part

'in thise officlelly, after ite "repeated farewelle®, British aseistance might

‘be glven by sllowing volunteers from the police and adminiatration to s%sy on

in Sruealen.
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2.  In an editorial entitled "A Policy for Palestive” TBE TIMES of ILcndorn
of 3 April 1948 describes the recent action of the Security Council es having

~ "pronounced the doom of the present plan of partition by refusing the Pelestine

Cmiasion'a_raqusat' for an internstional force to put 1t into operation”.
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Terming 8 "unjust” the claims of the Zionists that the Council's action
has nanc*élioned Arvadb sggreseion, the editorial holdes ithat the plen cennot be
implemented except by the cooperation of both sides. In this conrection, no

progress hae been made toward seturing the active Areb participstion on which

" the plan depends.

Cénmsnding the United States for mot placing formel trustseship propoesle
before the Council Aa possibly prejudicing the chonces of & truce, the edltorial
pointe out that the Genersl Aesemdbly's immediate task ie to create some autkzorityk_
to which Britain can hand over her responeibility on ¥ay 15.

- The members of the Apsexbly "must kuow by this time that a estilement,

to be effective, must command the- support cf both mldes”,

3 - Discuusing the possibilitiea of restoring the ponce of Jerusslem, THE
ECOHG’.’IST of 3 April 1948 states that no international force could achieve
‘thie task vithout sone basis of consgent by ihe ixﬂxa.bit.a.nm. As things nov
,eta;nd, ihe City ha,c become the center of fanaticiem, eas well as being a ba;e
of operatioé'in Areb territory for the Jews and a valuable hostoge for the Arabs.
'i Any attempts to save the City will peed, on the Jewish side, the removal
of. i‘.he’ Jewvieh Agency and a1l Jewieh official representation as well am the
. ébanﬁorment of outiying setilenents which cen only be maintsined from Jerusalem.
The article po:lm;.s out that this may seem to the Zioniste to0 high & price to pay
for e religious peace in whiph fev of them are interested. On the Arab side
1t. would roq&irb, f.he gccoptance of an internaticnal regime which, in the Arsb.
' mlnd. is aéaociated with partition.‘ Efforts to overcome thess obetaclss must

be n'ze.de'quickly,' if the City 1s to Se saved..



