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UNTITD HATTONS PALESTINE COMMISSION
, RECER? BRITISH EDITORIAL COMMENT OF

THE PALESTINE FROBLEM
1.  THE MANCEESTER GUARDIAN of 3 Aprdl 1948 states that “mothing has happened
to alter the opinion that a United Natlons Trusteeship will require alwst as
¥any troops & partition.” IT the Assasbly camnot find an internstional force
to make trusteeship effective, "1t might be better to leave its first decision
vntouched." I? the Assexbly reecinds partition but provides ro effectivo alter.
native, the position of the Jewé viil be even worse than 1t is nov," sinco. they
will "gtill be faced with eivil.m without even the moral end Meial right

- to defend their State sgainut the Arads... If the United States or Twseia, or,

unlikelient of all, Britain were to offer some assistance, there would te some
point in considering trusteeskip thou@a that 4n 1tee1f‘would only postpone an

' eventual settlement”.

In either case, the editortal comtlmues, the Assewbly ehould and mmst
consider the prodlem of Jerusslem, for vhich a plan alrealy exists. "...Dare
one ask that, 1f such an international regime waro esteblished, the Britieh
Avxy wight at least undertaks to protect c\qmya wntdl it too leaves Palestine
on Augugt 151"

2.  THE TIMES of London of 10 April 1948, in an editorfal emtitled "Peril ta
Palestine” desorides thc present situation as "wndlsguissd civil wvar® and varps
thet nless the fighting 1s halted "Palestine, with the prosperity built up in

& generation of British rule ehattered, vill be ruined.... The country, mov at -
e loss to pay for imported food after May 13, faces bankruptoy on ﬁop of itas
other troudles, and thare can be no hopse of better times unti) peace 1s restored.
This 18 the picture presented to the United Eations -- and to the conscienco of

the world. The only sure hope would be a general ceass-fire. If mo truce can

be made mow the harder task will fall uponr the United Nations of restraining -

. the intrensigents on toth sides by international force."
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3. The Ecovomist of 10 April 1548 doubis vhether the United Natlome ippeal
for a truce in Palestine will be heeded, since "fighting menerates an emotional
momentun vhich 1% 18 herd %o reverse.” If fmevice 1o still %;;ing with %he iden
that Britaln could bo induced %o carry on after May 15, her§ is "yeb erother
mnentun to be roversed,” since the British withdrawal 18 now 80 far sdwanced
tuat 1t could hardly bo wndore ovem 1€ the British Governmemt oo widhed. "Vast
external force cen do, the British feel they have dome; erd 1t has failed. An
external force under & United Natione Covernor-Genexal conld do po more....
Unless some stertlingly new proposal lies up Mr. Auvstin’s 'slee;v?e, the Spocial
Assezdbly i not Mikely to sontribute mors then its pradc\;cesaor 4 a solution
in Palestine.” ‘ |



