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SINCE THE ADOPTION BY TEE GENERAL ASS™'BLY OF THE RESO-
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msmmm (coxm- 393 to 396) e, e i
ke oy m'm. foﬁco) ‘asked thie Secretary of
Stete for o8 V. therhommamtmtuthrogardto
tbomvowmtaropowtcdinhhm St ATy 4 ,
. me of . Btate for the’ comuu g Croech Jones) : I
bave not received comp on. Matm,

mmmw-;mmmm.mwmmntaon
end December when Ared demonstrations-took plece in Jerusslem, Jaffa,
Baifa, -Nazareth, Ranle, Acre, ‘Tiderias, Belsan apd Tarshida. These .

vaitturbamal, the High Cc:muicmr Anforms me,: Were sporadic and un.

.organised . .- In Jerusalem there -was mod violm directed ‘sgainst Jews
and Jewish property. A mmber of shops wers lmtod and thers were
soveral cases of arson. -Ehots were fired by Jevs,. "and possibly also
‘by Arabs, though the J.attor im 2ot certain, - Hagans bas been out on the
streets in force, and has generally dons.-ite dest.to restrain the Jews
- from reprisals, Casualties reported are, two Jevs ‘ssriocusly wounded,
one Jew and four Arads injwred, eand one Jevish and two Rtish youco

~injured Ambuot:naﬂthmswmmﬂoddnﬂngtham, t

At

-or ‘wheat had beén eniping. .- . o et g -
-In Helfa, two Jevs were huured by Ara.ha, mit!m- acriounly. 1h
Jaft‘a, Arebs ettacked Jowish shops, and police wers compelled to make
e daton charge. One Eritlch policenfin was elightly-injured.. -In Lydda,
two Jewish clinics -were sacked by Arabs.. There wers s mmber of.cases
< of Arabs holding up and stoning Jewish transport.in the Iydda district.
‘Thess incidents Tesulted in ons Jew being fataliy.injured, cne Jew
. seriously injored, and cns Jow elightly injured. A Fourth Jew was in-
Jured when a bus wes fired on near Ramle. Among other incidants reported
‘was one near Reshpine, where a car comtaining Jewish Supplementary Police
"was held wp end stoned by Arabs, Javs fired warning shots and escaped
me - Subsequently,-an Arad was found dezd in the vicinity, and an
injured Jew namsd as ﬁis eusailant vas found in & neerby-colony, EHe
claimed to have'been beaten by Arebs.--I shonld add.that.ithe Palestins
- Government 1s responsidle-for the maintenance of lsw and orfor until
‘the Nandate 1g-finally surrendersd, and will continue to %ake all
possible steps to preserve order antl to prevent such tragic and unhappy
ccnn.iotl.' The Arsd leeders.in- Palontm are fully Informsd of.this,

"y Kr. %' W: iMle I ﬂmnt the right hon, Gentlemn for
the statemen nM,mIaskhinifhuvﬂlmtribute
to the ‘conduct of the Briti:h troops . end Palestine Folice. in.these most

distressing and 41fficult circwmstances; have they not done all that
nhavitbinthoirpmtoaotohapm? i ey ‘

or

<

l&' creech Jcmoa.\» !ol, Sir. w!;he Mammt, of oouru, ‘wonld
vhomnto themselves with the sentiments expressed by
the ‘hon.-and learned Mamber. I hope shortly to make a.statement in .

-.regard to Falestine,: and then I can sy something sbout. tha amnant

work which tho Ponoo end the Service have. performed .

Hz.-. B. : Inthmmcircmtanou, ie Hegane getting every
ty to ordpr-iqpluungth.rightmmgmr’,
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3 December -«
{cont'a)
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K. Creech Jomes:: Mtisapomtvhicheanbopnttomwthm
anta tcﬁ?ﬁhtwon.‘

Ve et ’fw ; TR omentoaveRet 03 . el o
o lx-. mn-m In viev of the omrbation of feeling which hs.a taken
place &s & result of the United Hations organisation'e decision in favour

- .of partition, - can my 'right hon..Friend say how long: he proposes to main-

tunnritilheonm-mm-stmmordertokoepthomcebemm

- two races?. AR =

¥r, Cresoch Joness The British Govermznst will be responsidle for
lavw and order wntil the Maniate is surrendered; The British troops will
be withirewn, nn&whopo thattheﬁml*vithdnnlﬁnbobymmgut i

.ofnoxbyn.r T v
su-n.%: canthon@xthon Gchﬁmnﬂahifwnpecialm-
l‘hb es are being enlisted to assist the Pelestine Police; end, if so,

Mwuoymbeingdzmeqwmmmsmﬁhn,mmomy
n'unmnid.t ,:;n e rtoen, - "’, RARER

: Nr.(:rucha'onu Bmctmmhmgtamwmtmnnnmg
arrangements ?orfﬂiprnmuonofmammw. ' Bowever, -1 wonld
mrortocmmepommmmmmcnxmmumror
mcovumtmumvmsom. R AR »;~,=_ b .
81r.R. Doesnotthar:@:thm Gentluannanumtirthere
ze any mise; on that-spscial facilities ere being given to one
side or the-other it will 4ncrease the risk of: um; - m*thmrm,
viuhia mtmf.bcmummr £ : .
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Ur.crnchd’maz ﬂamtmtnnbomaenrynoon :rung
80 mthaxidxcmiuimr,thepoint vhichthehcn.
Habarmhs.

nu-.mmu: Is the right hon, Gentlemen aware that scetims ago
hie right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary eaid that, 1f a situstion
aroee in which the United Raticne- orgenisation croated’a‘certain strong
feeling detween J‘m and Mtbe, mnah aomm von:l.d not bo um to
knp tho pmo't L “~ R ‘

: . ,v..‘ R P et e \,. ,".,_..,...g

Hr Croech .Tmn' I havo made 1t perfcctl: clur that, while the
Britich Administration is functioning in Palestine: for some months shead
the Eritish Govermment mmst remain: Tepponsidble . for law end order...

oo ofir, Hdvard Davies: Can the Secretary of Stats inform the Bouse

what arrangements ere being made to pressrve thepuce in Palestine after
the vithd.ml of Britigh u'aops‘l’

¥r., Oliver Foole: Whenmrtghthm Centleman makes his statenent

will 53 Ty particihr cttentlcn to th- aploymb of. tha n-nnljordan
r:mticr Poreo? . . e .

Pats

lh- anchlms: thmtnuhmmamthamtmnt

%@%: Cand:ho right hon, Gentleman give en assurance
that ) nmtmtonltrmtuthqmehctatbom
thcyunthoirmamat lhthavennlnnor! ) o

Nr. Cresch Jomes: I should have thonght trat én answer was herdly
necessnry. The Eritish suthorities in Palestine have vory definite

respansibilities which they must &ischarge €0 long as the Mandate s
held by Creat Britain,

. Warbey: Ca.nnyri@thon.mmginmumcomm
E‘ Eermmtvincoo perdte loyally with the United Nations in
cm'ying out the decision of the General Assembly?
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- Hon. Members:-:0h!,
(cont'a) ‘ g . \ ,
Mr, Cresch Jones: I shall make a statement on this matter at a very
i .ll'l: d‘“.’ ’~u,‘\f «:x'n-:,p':,a Swy b «,3‘{“ o . ,A-: N ) o
10 Decezber - BOIY PIACES /“Mritten answers/ (Colwms 208-209)

4. Mr, Driderg ‘asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies what

military, Tic and sdministrative action is being taken to safe- -

guard the Christian Holy Flaces in Palestine during the present troubled
period; and to ensure their permenent: future preservation for the use

of the Christisn commnities and &s monwments of artietic end historical
importance B A T T el I A o P

bl e Moehmaniey  rat JY cRm L R xetoen pae e, by gl
‘MrJ Rees-Williama: Ny right « Priend 1s satisfied that the .

ties alee are taking all nscessary action to .safeguard
the Holy Flsces -in FPalestine and will continue to do so wntil we
swrender the Maodate, BNo mechinery yot exists for the discharge of
these  rosponsidilities after the smrender of the Mendate, :The plan for
the partiticn of Palestine epproved by resolution of the United Hations
General Assemdly;coples of which have been:placed in the Lidrary of the
House, nevertheless rrovides that protection of the Holy Flaces in the
proposed City of Jerusalem shall de & special concern of the Governor
of Jerusalem. He will also extrcise certain powers in respect of other
BEoly Places in Palestins, desigued -to ensure -that religious interests
in them are properly respected. T e e e
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78, Mr, lov askedl the ESecretery of State for the Colonies when
Hagansh was converted from an illegal force into & legel force end for
vhat reasons; and what conditions have been laid down by the Palestine

. Govermmsnt . for tha TPossession of fireerms by members of the Bagznah,

Mr, Rees-Williams: The Esganeh has not deen in eny way recognised
as & legal boly by the Palestine Coverrment.-

SR ] T P

POLICE RECRUITMENT:

88, Mr, asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies what
proportion of -the ovet of recruitment for the Filestine Police Force is
borne by his Department; whether such recruitiment has now etopped; and
vhat actlion has Desn taken to eliminate ell recruiting costs, _

Mr, Rees-Williams: The cost of :mcrnimnt vas mat vholly by the .
o ® + Recruitment for the British Section ceased
last month, The ‘lut part of the Question does not, therefare, arise.
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December 11 and 12 - PALRSTINE DEBATE = - -

' Statements were made on behalf of the Government by Mr. Creech
Jones, Secretary of Btate for the Colonies (Dec. 11, Col, 1213.25)
and Mr, Bevin, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Dec. 12,
Col. 13gh-dhob). . . . e “
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17 Deceaber - ++ - PALESTINE MOSEM = (Columne 1697-1698)1 =+ vt - "erew
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35. Mr, Ree asked the Secretary of Btate for the Colonies
he the attention of the United Nations Organisation
%o thir: risk.that: the valvable avd irreplaceable’contrzits of the
Rockefeller Archaeclogical Musepa in Jerusalem Way'be locted or
- demnged 1f the museum area de ths scens ‘of 'Tightings ® and vhether
he will state the yresent end future position of the musewm's ' -
M"‘ . ¥ B S : 3 : 8 e rp I .,Avgt\;,y "%.i'." roery 8- 4-‘,;-«

e tnr T L T T S L T

Coroeae o Me, Creech Jenes:t ‘A working ccmmiittee of ‘the Trusteeship' -
. + . Council is mow repering a draft statute for the City of Jerusalem
- in accordance with ‘the'plan for the futwre of the city approved by
-+ the United HEatlons on £9th Kovender. ‘I ‘sball arriange for the * '
. - United Kingdom representative-on thé working cosmittee t0 drav ‘its
© - attention to the risk referred to ty ‘the hon. Member. ' e endow-
ment of the museuwn-is held in i"westments valued on 30th June of
this year st 1320,000. Income from the emdowment during the
- present financinal year 18 estimated at IP9,%00." Consideration is
being given to the future of this endcvment #0 af to engure its
- continued epplication to the purposes for which it was created.

K Mr. Eosling: Will the Becretary of Btate keep the risk i the
-, puBewR s contents wnder constant review? <* ¢ T

- Mr, Cresch Jones:- Yes, most certainly.

[y CAEE B P

© 36, Mr, Ke asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies
_ whether he & statement about the future of the Palestine
Currency Board. o o ’

Mr. Creech Jones: The question W1l have to be discussed with
: ons ttee, ut I see no reebon to &oubt that the
-« existing Board will continue to function, in the interests of
-. "holders of currency and Pelestine generally, penling an orderly
- ‘transition to vhatever arrangements may in due course be made for
, the future mansgement of the rurrency of Palestine.

L3

STMIEH DEICRARTS (Trenshiment)

44, Dr, Segal asked the Secretary of State for the Colcnies
wvhat ships are availadble to the Govermment of Palestine for
the transhipment of unauthorised Jewish immigrants; how long thewme
ships will continue to de evallabls; eand what 42 to be their
ultimate dispoeal.

, Mr, Creech Jones: With regard to the first part of the Question,
there has been mo change since the reply given to By hon, Friend on
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17 Decenber ‘5th Novenmber. These vessels will continue to be mvailable so long as
(cont <.) they are required for their present purpose. Questions regarding their
future dinpon.l nnoum be addrueed ﬁ: the Hiniaw or Trmport.

g

\

hﬁ. IIr.A.RH Iawuhdthelnnisterorwmovhaththoap o
mﬁmtomum, stores snd equipment in Palestine
belanging to the Roysl Bevy, the Army, and the R.A.F., respectively,
mmtumnmtomtobomcmmuwiortothow:thmul
oronrrorcufrmhhm» I L S _

mmmuormrm .Av.mmdzr: I regret that I em
wmab “for by - « ¥ender. The valuation
-of the installaticns, nOrosmoqumt bolong:ngtothethree&r-
vicen in Pelestine would -bhave .to Do carried out locally hy etarfs whon
4t wuld de wmiwice to divert fram their more presaing duties in organ-
ising end carrying out the evacuation of the Forces from that country.
mmlnormnehulmtmﬂiratw,mmummmm
since for some citegories of stores it would represent the replacement
~alve, vhile for others it would represent only the disposal value ob-
mﬁh&muwmmm - A9 regards the second part of the Question,
instructions with regard to the evacuation of stores have already been
lessd, snd evacuation by sea and land is proceeding as guickly as
posnimsv the 4ieposal of fixad sssets is in hand,

. ¥r, Iow: Cen the right hon, Gentlemsn give the House any idea of
the Troportion of the ingtallaticns,. stonsuuequmt vhich will
have deext evacuvated by August? . | v

. - Y. Alexander: Idonotthinkleouldoffhm.‘nviutmm
11ttle evaluation to do that, but ve are enxious to secure for ocurselves,
in the evacuation, those things which continue to de of replacement
value to ve, and ve sre concentrating wpon them, .

Earl Winterton: I presume that et some period the Minister of
mtmﬁﬁmmmmmtutohapmtomormuw
lauonru, if any of them should be left there when the evacuation takes

¥r, Ahn.ndnr: I should think that mul.ﬂboqnito nropu', dut I
nanommmrmumormtorwn@tbm.
Friend the Becretary of State for the Colonies, We will look into it,

. ¥, Boel-Baker:. Is it true that e lsarge amount of motor tramport
vil.'l. ‘both in Palestine and Egypt, and has my right hon.
mm considered the possidility of making it avaihble to nearbdy
countries which suffersd enemy occupation in the var, and are still
very short of such transport?

: Mr. Alexsnder: All these matters are being taken into accomnt,
miﬁ:fﬁnmmtimhtomthemn-mmwmfor

Mr, Pickthorm: Can the right hon. Gentleman tell us upon what, 1f
:ny,m and immovable installations ere boing left or

Mr. Alexandsr: Ths more premanent installations will certainly not
1a1 within my category for negotiation; I have sn interest in them but
they are more a matter for negotiation with my riaht hon Friend the
Secretary of Stats for the Colonies...
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18 December - ARAB LEGION (INQUIRY) - /Written amewers/ (Colwms 415-16)

cvo 17360 -Mr. - Janner asked-the Secretary of State for Wer whether he is
swure that the Arab Leglon has twice attacked Jewish transport during
the last seven days, at Yazur and at Beth Kebalsh, killing 1% and
wounding -10,.and what sotion he proposes taking to prevent a recwrrence
of thess outrages. e T TR .

. e - -

. Mr. B, Etewsrt:: There 18 no evidence to suggest that any member of
the Arab Leglon took part in the.incldent at Yazur.. The incident which
occurred at Beth Nadalah 1o at present the subject of a court of in-
quiry, and my hon.- Friend will not; therefore, expsct me to comment onm
it unt1l the findings of the cowrt have been-received.-

FooLy b

JERUSALEM-JAYTA BOAD (PATRCLS) - [iritten snewers] (Colums 418-519)

176. * Mr. Ho: asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies how many
attacks have been xgade by Arabs on tren yroceeding along the Jeru-
salem-Jaffa road sindé-29th November, 1947; and what arrangesents have
been male to-protect traffic along this highway. ©

Mr. Roen-Willliame: ‘Eleven attacks on Jevish trarfic on .the Jerusalem-
Jaffa road have beea reported since 29th November. Road patrols are now
maintained on thia road and British troops sre stationed in support of
the police in the Ramleh.lyidn area. ' ' ‘

PSS i [
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177, Mr. Skinnerd asked the Secretary of State for the Colonles why
Jevish supernumerary police are compellsd to travel :m duty in open
tenders lacking in ‘asdequate protection; - and whether he is aware that in
consequence of thils five Jewish supermumersry police were killed at Ufar
Etzion and 12 at Ben Shemsn recemtly. - - = T

Mr. Rees-Williams : The Jewish polfice concermed in the incidents to
which xy hon. Friend Fefers vere Jovish Settlement Police, vhose normal
dnties ars confined to the mettlements which they ere recruited to protect.
They are not authorised to opsrate outside their own areas unless given
orders to do so. The only open tender concerned in either of the incidents
refearred to was one in the Ben Shemen convoy carrying a number of Jewish
Settlement Folice. This tender was unsuthorived and travelling egainst
orders. The Jewilsh police escorts proper were distributed emongst the
convoy vehicleg. It is not possible for all police om duty to travel in
armoured vehicles, nor could they carry out their functions effectively
if they were to do so.

178, Mr. Skinmard asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies why
licences for firearms have been refused to the drivers of 'long distance
buees of the Egged Company in Palestine. .

Hr. Rees-Willisma: It 13 not considered that to earm drivers of these
or other buses would make for fncreased mecurity, since the carrying of
firearms by the driver of a vehicle constitutes no affective protection
egainzt smmllarme fire from exdush. It is the opinion of the suthorities
in Palestine, which I share, that the indiscriminate srming of private ..
persons is more likely to precipitate than to avert troudle. Similayr
requests by Arad transport drivers have been refused. .

WAR MATERTAL, MIDDLE EAST STATES /Mritten snswer/ (Colwmm 420)

179. Mr. Hoy asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs what
steps havoﬁm%abuto ensure that arms end supplies furnished to the
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18 Decemder - msm«mcmﬂmtymgmtnﬂumtfmﬂmﬂwto

{cont'd)
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Palestine.’

Mr. Mayhew: His Majeaty's Government have treaty obligations with
various o Eant States to supply them with war material needed for
‘Internal ‘security and defence tasks. ~Tn view of the:pousidilities of
‘troudle in ‘the Middle Fast 1t vas decided recently that ‘'all orders for
war material from Midile East comtries woulld be very carsfully scrut-
inized. In deeiding whether such orders ars to te acucpted, Hie
Najosty's Government -will naturally take into socount the possidbility
of war material corcerned being used:in Palsstine.  Tmport of arms into
Palestine 1tself will mnttmtobcmmndbwthordminocavm-
went vhile the maniste continues. Thereafter it vul. ba thc rupom-

bmty of ﬂxa Unttoa. Katlonn Msaion. SR i '
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J December - rmm erittaa ma) (colma 450.62)

m.summm.smmufmmmocomunwm
M-mmummmumumm“nmo
MBUVCII’Q; 19“‘7. A LA e P T ey a e

M. Rm-wunma ‘Since 20th Kovemder; "1947,-111 Arads have been
" possession of. cu- carrying’ nruru Bix have been

‘weresteld ror ulcharws fivrearms. f Lo et
-wvm.’-": . ". PEE S LAEE oS T T T P | "Vz'i
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Y IR erson anhd. the Secretary of Stete for the Colonies
mdﬁwﬁo%an the population of emch of the seven areas into

which Palestine is to be divided unler the revised U.K.0. plan,
mms it under the fbumdng aseparate headings: Arab, Jewish, other
.races.

: Mr. Rees-Williems: The figures in the form requested 'b: the
,"hoi. Hember are not reedily availsdle. The population of Palestine
18 classified in offficial statistics under two heals: (a) Jevs;

. =l (b) Arabs end others. The Pelestine Govermment estimate that

the distridution of the populetion, settled and Bedouin together, in
the tvo States and {n the area of the City of Jerusalem on 31st
. December, 1546, was approximatsly sz follows:

" Arsb State

Areds and others ... .+ 857,000

:m *e e L X J *e e o090 m,wo

: Total cose “‘Bm,

 Jowish Btate

Arsde and others voo 405,000
Jm e cee [ XX m,m '

| Total 903,000

City of Jerusalem

MB m Oﬂlm ! ¢oe (XX 105,(”0

Jm or e ene o9 m m

%

Total 203,000

Total Arabs 1,357,000

Total Jews 608,000

Grand Total 1,965,000
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(Comt 4}

" these figures to indicate respective populations in the different

sectors of the Arad and Jowish szm-mnneomzcmvm:m

3mom\ﬁulnlnrocdptorhismly. S

Itnubomm&ehatwcabonﬂmrdatoﬁotmm
nmmbcmumwnnmrwnortnommrm;m
and do not take acoomnt of any changes which msy result from the

.WimmMIormplmmmumiucotoh

wiified in suth a vay that village aress az a rule vill not be divided
wszmm»mmmamgmmmmm.

ENE

’ ﬂgg (ma cm)

m- . : m.aﬂmsmm of State f‘or tho Oolonznhov
many ozrd ere hell on the establisiment of the Jewish Settle-
ment Folice in Palectine; end why permission has not been granted to
mmmmmmd.emrwﬂxomuormy. «

W, am.wuum: Swntmumudemmhddonthe
Jevieh Settlement Police. These have been

- athorived for close defence of Jewish colonice and are not

intended for geaeral comvoy duty. In this comnsotion I would
invite the im0, Masder's sttention to the reply given to my ~on.,
riend the Maber for East Haorovy (Mr. Skimard) on 15th Decewber.

oy
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20 January - JEWISH TLLEGAL IMMIGRANTS(ITALIAN SHIPS) /Written answer/ (Column 16)

8ir S, Beed asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs what
protest has been made to the Italian Government against the sailing from
an Italian port-of the vessel "Lo Tahfiduno," on 1lth: December; with
875 11legal Jewish immigrants on boards; and what® reply has been received.

Mp, Féﬂilew: His Majesty's Government have reason to belleve that the
882 Jewish illegal immigrants carried by the Italian vessel "Maria Christina",
subsequently renamed "lLo Tahfiduno" and intercepted in Palestine waters
on 22nd December, 1947, were embarked clandestinely and without the
authority of the Italian Government from a point on the Italian coast
near Civita Vecchia on 10th December. The ship is reported to have
sailed on 8Bth December from Spezia, ostensibly on legitimate business,
and some at least of her passeniers are known to have been assembled in
advance at Palese on 9th December, o C S :

His Majesty's Erbassy in Rome have drawn the attention of the Italian
Government to the arrival in Palestine waters of these Jewish illegal
immigrants and have expressed the dissatisfaction felt by His Majesty's
Government that thls illegal embarkation shouXd not have been prevented
by the Italian authorities, Further action is being reserved pending
the results. of the investigation which it is hoped the italian Govern=
ment will make into the circumstances of this embarkation, .. ..

21 January = MILITARY FQUIFMENT (IMPORTS) (Columns 202-203)

40, Mr, Riall Macpherson acked the Secretary of State for the Colo~
nies whether he will take steps to ensure that wntil Great Britain lays
down the Mandate for Palestine, no military arms or equipment will be
i.mported into Palestine except for the uss of the mandatory Power and

ts ggents, IS Co

Ll ’ ‘ s

The Under-Secretary of State for the Colnnies (Mr, Rees-Williams):
The zuthority of the Palestine Govermment is required for thelegal ..
importation of arms, ammmition and military equipment, and no such
authority is being granted to non-Governmental bodies, All the resources
of the Palestine Government are being used and will continue for the
remaining period of the Mandate to be used, to prevent clandestine import-
ation of arms, ammunition and military equipment, whether by land or

sea, and whether by Jews or Arabs...

SECURTTY FORCES (WITHDRAWAL)

41. Mr. Hector Hughes asked the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, in view of the wastage of manpower in Falestine, mrticularly
in a police force containing many youths under 21, what is being done to
bring these men home, and, pending this, to protect them from injury
and death; and will he now make a statement indicating the method, rate
and ultimate date of their evacuation from Falestine,

Mr, Rees-Williams: ¥y hon, Friend's concern for ths welfare of the
British Section of the Palestine Folice Force is shared by His Majesty's
Govermment and by the authorities in Palestine, Until the termination
of the Mandate, the British Administration will remain responsible for
law and order, and it is inevitable that a large part of this burden
will fall on the British Section of the Palestine Folice. It is not
deeirable on security grounds to make any statement on plans for evacua-
tion of the Security Forces...
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22 January - ARAB ORGANISATION, LONDON, /Written answer/ (Column 60)

89. Mr, Gallacher asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department whether his attention has been drawn to the existence
of an Arab organisation in London collecting names of men willing
to voluntesr for.service with .the Arabs. in Palestine against the
. Jewish communityi and. what -steps he is taking to prevent this recruit-
ment,,

-~ o T - L

_ Mp. Edes I shall be glad to have any information which the hon.,
Member may have about the.organisation to which he refers,
e R T T s T T T SRR AL PI
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26 January - EVACUATION /written answer/ (Column 108)
’ 149, 8ir J, lucas asked the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies if he will give an gssurance that the date-of finalrevacuation
of British troops and:-material -from Falestine-will not He postponed
or delayed by any tonslderation for the orange harvestys and that’
the passage of troops and material will have gbsolute priority ove
all other t,rafﬁc. ee Mmoo oo o W eems,
.- Kr, Rees<Williams: Yes, The transport and export of citrus
will not delay the withdrawal of British troops fram Palestine or
the evacuation of materials,

RIS R SO A L A

. e n ek
R A T ¢ ‘ " AT £ i ¥l
T TS N ST S
2 e P Tee -t
NAVAL STORES AND EQUIFMENT
] R - . ¥ T ‘g‘“%‘* "r,«&;v‘q it d.‘_.

+-, Jr, Low asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the Admiralty
what is the total tonnage of R.R, etores and equipment now in Fales-
tine; ani how much of that is to be evacuated by R.N.'ehips;: by AN
o}t,her ships and by railway, respectively, befors Aumust;. 1948, ¢=*

"
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Er, W, Edwards: The total tonnage of R,N, stores and equipment
now in Palestine.is of.the-order-of~7;000 tons.- It i% hoped to Temove
all these stores in Royal Fleet Auxilimries-before-August; 1948,
with the possible exception of certain non-warlike stores which will
become r edundant and which may be disposed of locally.
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28 January - ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT SHIPS ( ACTION) (Column 1020)

e tamas Ty pert Sm paioe it St by e Teloop o
X rye ¥, T, Reid asked .the Secretary of .State for ‘the-Colonies what

steps hava been. taken against.the owners of ships carrying illegal
immigrents to Palestine,

¥r, Creech Jones: The only actirn that has been possible, is to
institute proceedings for the forfeiture of the ships, and this is
done in all appropriate cases.
L L L AL S S SRA) L SRR S N
Mr, Fickthorni  Will the right hon. Gentleman indicate what are
© the factors that make any particular cases inappropriate? « "‘ e
RN e Ty Theig st ias 3100, pi lam a7 ne, cYa omow

... ¥r, Creech Jones: I should like to have notice of that question,

r Mr. Mikardo: Would my right hon, Friend -say what:action is taken
about 1llegal immigrants, mostly from other Arab countries, who are
crossing the land frontiers of Palestine?
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; aach Jones: There are the same -restrictions as in regard
to Jewish illeg immigrants. S . c ‘
Mr, C, S, Taylor: Could the right hon, Gentleman say in how
many cases successful action has been taken to control these ships?

‘Mr,' Creech Jones::I should require notice of that,

! -—

v

’;
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I February ~ CYFRUS CAMDS (Coltms 179&9;7) -

20, Air-Commodore Harvey asked the Secretary.of .State for the
Colonies what has been the total cost of operating the Jewish
" refugee camps in Cyprus; and on which country the expenditure falls,

Mr, Creech Jones: The latest available figure for the cost of
the Cyprus Camps is 523 million, for the period up to-the end .
of November, 1947.- The cost is met by the Govermment.-of - ..
Falestine, '

Alr Commodore Harvey: Is the right hon, Gentleman aware that
in Cyprus the general view is t hat the Palestine Govermment have
not yet declared that they will foot the bill, and will he give
an assurance that the British-taxpayer will not have to pay if there
is any diffienity? . » Lo e

, ¥r, Crecch Jones: I have already declared in this House that
‘ this cost must Tall on the Palestine Govermment, v Co

Mr, Janner: Will mot the right hon, Gentleman allow these poor
people in Gyprus to go to Palestine, and then there would be no cost
on anybody other than the Jewish community? e e

Major Leggze-Bourke: Have any steps been taken with the United
| Rations with a view to closing down these camps when we evacuate
Falestine? ' '

¥r, Cresch Jones: Discussions are going on now with the United
Nations Commission. . ‘

Major Tufton Beamish: May I ask the Minister whether any of the
cost of administering these camps has fallen on the Arab commmity
of Palestine, as that wou’d be rather i1llogical? :

, Mr, Creech Jones: Ths cost is deing defrayed by the Palestine
CGoverrment, The money is raised by taxation, and there would be
Arsd taxpayers as well as Jewish.

ARMED_ARARS (ENTRY) (Columre1799-1800-1801)

17. Mr, Janner asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies
what action has been taken by Palestine authorities against the armed
.~Arabs who have entered Palestine from Transjordan,

Hr, Cresch Jones: The party of armed Arabs to which my hon,
Friend refers dispersed on its arrival in Palestine before action
could be taken by the security authorities. The route by which they
are reported to have éntered the country has now been closed,
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- Mr, Janner: ls my right hon. Friend aware that we are spending
some b 2 million a year in equipping Forces in Transjordan at present,
and that many more than ths one party of armed men have come into
Palestine; that this is a complete transgression against the United
Nations Charter; and will something effective be done to stop these
people ‘from coming into Palestine? - I ‘ -

Mr, Creech Jones: It will be appreciated that the security
Forces in Palestine have a frightfully difficult job, and it is
exceedingly difficult to maintain a watch over the complete
frontiers, . ~ v 8

Sguadron-ﬂeader Flemins*,i \Has the Coionia.l Secretary any informa-
tion as to whether these armed bands coming in from Transjordan are
Regulars or guerrilla forces? S

.4Mr,. Creech Jones: I have'no exact informatiop, but one:gathers
they are of the-guerrilla kind, o Lo

Mr, Austin: Is my right hon, Friend satisfied inf act that the
arms in question are not those’ supplied to neighbouring States
under treaty obligations? - If that is so:and these arms are being
misused in this way, will he see that thers is no further evasion?

: Mr, Creech Jones: That 1s quite a different issue.,,

eso Mr, Jammer: Reverting to the original question, will my
risht hon, Friend see to it that no further moneys or arms are
sent to Transjordan or any other country to equip forces to come in
and .attack British Forces and Jews in.Palestine?. -

- Mr, Fden: Could we have an answer on that point, because we
would like to know whether our Treaty obligations stand? I hope
that the right hon,.Gentleman will make it plain that our.Treaty -
. obligations will be.carried out, " SEEIE L
Mr, Creech Jones: That question has already been answered in
the House, Our Treaty obligations do stand,

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS ( SHIPS) (Columms 1802-03)

L. Major Tufton Beamish asked the Secretary of State for the
Colonies how many ships are known to have attempted to land illegal
immigrante in Palestine since V,E., Day; how -any have been inter-
cepted; in how many cases legal proceedings have been instituted
against the owners, masters or any members of the crews of ships
carrying illegal immigrante to Palestine, and with what results.

¥r, Creech Jones: Fifty-seven ships are known to have tried to
land illegal irmigrants in Palestine since V.E, Day, Of these 4O
were intercepted., Only four small ships have escaped interception
since June, 1946, The High Commissioner is being a sked for the
information requested in the second part of the question and I
will commmicate with the hon, and gallant Member on receipt of his
report, - .

Major Beamish: Is the Minister aware that the weakness of
Government policy.in this commection has given encouragement to Jewish
illegal immigration, and that”at this moment preparations for _
illegal immigration are going forward on a larger scale than ever
before; further, is he aware that if these preparati ns are success-
fully carried out they must have very grave repercussions indeed
in the Arab world?. o
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- Mr, Creech Jones: I do not accept the imputation in the first
part of the supplementary question, The Government are fully alive
to the whole of this problem and pave consistently taken the most
active steps-to prevent illegal immigration. v .

Hr, C. S. Taylor: Can the Ministor eay how many of these ships
have been confiscated,

Mr, Creech Jones: I h-ve promised to obtain that information
and I will send it to the hon. Member,

Mr, Janner: Will the Minister circulate the Report of the United
Natinns Organisation in respect of this question of immigration,
ani aleo will he say when a port will be opened for immigrants in
accordance with the request of the United liations?

Mr. Pickthorn- Can t.he right hon, Gem.leman tell us,whether we

.are to gather from his last supplementary answer and from his original

answer that it did not ocecur to the Colonial Office to want the
information requested in the last part of this juestion until
the Questlion was put down? 1Is that the conclusion that .
we are to reach? . N

¥r, Creech Jonea: I thought. that my infomation was incomplate,
but -1 understand that between November, 1945, and November, 1947,
one ship has been 201d and 11 others have been forfeiied at the

.instance of the Distr:lct Court in Haifa.

- FRONTIER VIOLATIONS /Written answer/(Column 294)

110, Mrs, Richol-asked the Secrctary of State.for Forelgn
Affairs if any reply has been received from the Syrian Government
to the protest of His Majesty's Government against the attack in the
North of Palestine which took place on 9th January; and what action
doss His Mg jestyt!s Government contemplate to prevent furt.her viola-

. tiana af the Palewt*np f'mn«l--!m-

5 February -

4. BeVin:winesbrrian:vovernment -nave repliea verbally to the - )
protest made Ly Hlis Majesty's Minister in Damascus, They have been
left in no doubt as to the serious view that would be taken by His
Majesty's Government of any further violations of the Falestine
frontier,

ARAB LEGION (RECRUITING) /Written answer/ (Column 305)

64. Mr. W. Shepherd asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department what information he has as to the extent of British recruit-
ing to the Arab Legion,

¥r. Ede: None,

ABRESTS (ARMS CARRYING) /Written answer/ (Colwm 329)

125. Major Beamish asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies
how many Jews and Arabs, shown separately, have been arrested for
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carrying arms since 1st November, 1947; and how many such are still
under arrest,

- 77 Mr.:Reeg-Williams: During the period 1lst November, 1947, to
31st January, 1948, 290 Jews and 281 Arabs have been arrested for
carrying arms in Palestine, Of thess 4B-Jews afid 78 Arads are still
detained, : - e e e
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"o - CASUALTIES /written answer/ (Columm 329) = == ~.°
o MR, R ’ - . T -

ce- 126, . Major Beamish asked the Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies how many Jews and Arabs, shown separately, have been killed or
wounded as-a’'result of British Army intervention since lst November,
1947; and how many British citizens have been-killed-and wounded ' -
during the same period, : _
. Mr, Rees=Williams:--Details of ‘Jewlshvand Arab-tasualties in
Falestine during November last are not immediately available, From
the 30th November, 1947, to lat Februsry, 1948, the rcported casual-
ties were: ‘

V¥ EE B
3 B SRR

_Araba: . ‘
G0 1 § U REUPRL DRSPS R TR T2 R
Wounded see see cee 1035
R RO AEREEE E ¢ L T S R ROt
e JOWSS . '.‘: .—'r" S SRS W | e Ty ok

e v KILled  caee vt ues 00 §be 38t e ey s By

T “f‘.-'”,’ . Wounded ol'c'f" T Yeee i ~—-:“’-.'725’,7 T wangeTEog Tretes,
R AP S :

It is'not possible 'to rsay héw many -of rthése 'casualties “were ‘due "to
military action; but+it-4s known-that-the proportion‘is quite ‘emaly,
With regard-to-the second 'pirt: of -the:Question; 56 British 'sub--"
Jects were killed and!I8] ‘were wounded during‘the perdod:from !’ i
1st November to -1st February; 1948, 7 ' ‘av  ~uéwin syr oo rensd
el (R Ao R TN BT ERC /& Tl pnt o nwies ey spad Dy Carsy gt o
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SYRIAN AND IBBANESE FRONTIEES /Written answer/ (Column 330)

Hro Mohslow dskéd the Secretary -of-State for the' Colonies what
steps have been taken by the Falestine administration to stop the
infiltration of armed Arabs from jyrid and the Lebmnon; **> .+ '.iec
Ak E N T hF TR AT At B LA ANV Bt S R SR AL S LN R
r-- Mp, Rees-Williams: The Syrian:snd Lebahese ‘frontiers are manned
on the Palestine side by troops and police, It is the policy of the
Palestine Govermment-tc do -everything possible to prevent: armed
bands from entering Falestine territory from meiphbouring states)
but owing to ‘he nature of the-frontier it is:not always: feasible
to ensure ¢ontinuous control:over-all'possible points of ertry= v o -
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9 February =i PALESTINE COMMISSTON'S' VISTT T0!LONDON/ritten- answer/(Colimn 8):

v

[ASS TS MR A R S VA LT IO HIEE T Lo G
2 Ui Me, Eis Fletcher asked ‘the” Secretary of State’for Forelgn
Affaire-whether the United Nations Palestine Commission proposes to
hold meetings in London prior to their departure for Palestine,

Mr, McNeil: So far as I am aware, the Commission has not yet
made such a proposal,
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11 Pebrusry - (ILLECAL IMMIGRANTS){Colunms 372-3) .

-

38, Mr, Thomas Reild asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs what information he has as to the portes from shich recent
Jewlsh 1llegal immigrants bound for Palestine from the Black Sea area
saileds as to whether they were refugees or displaced persons before
they started; and from what countries did they start their journey,

Mr, Bevin:The "Fan Crescent" and "Pan York" left Bourgas in
Bulgaria on 27th December with 15,169 Jewish illegal immigrants
bound for Palestine, The majority of the psssengers were indigenous
Roumanian Jews, who travelled to this Bulgarian port for embarkation.

¥r, Reid: If these ships sailed under false colours, and if the
ships' papers were correct, how did they manage to leave these ports?

Mr, Bevin: We have inquiréed about the ships® papers. As for
colours, they were at one timd registered with Panama,

CYPRUS CAMPS /Written answer/ (Colums 81-82)

83, Major Beamish asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies
how many Jews are at present in casps in Cyprus under British admi-
nistration; and why he permite men and women in these camps to
undergo an intensive course of military training including instruc-
tion in commando tactics, , '

¥r, Rees-Williams: On éth February there were 29,518 Jews in
the Cyprus camps, In view of this large population and the limited
numbsr of troops available for guard duties, constant supervision
of all activities within the camps is impossidble, and I understand
that unarmed training takes place, The military guards are concerned
mainly with the security of the outer perimeter, and have taken steps
to prevent the bringing of arms into the camps,

PALESTINE COMMISSION Airitten answer/ (Columns 83-81)

.88, Mr, Hsrrison asked the Secretary of Staﬁe for the Colonies
what 1s the object of prohibiting the United Nations Palestine
Commission's entry into Falestine until 1) days before we leave,

90, ¥r, PlattsMills asked the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, in view of the dissatisfaction expressed by the United
Nations ¥alestine Comnission with the British dscision not to let
the Conmission into Palestine more than two weeks before the termina~
tlon of the mandate, whether he will now reconsider his policy on
this point and instruct Sir Alexander Cadogan accordingly.

¥r, Rees-Williams: It is considered that there is a grave
danger of an increase in the scale of the disorders now taking place
in Palestine as soon as the United Nations Commission arrive in that
country. To advance the date would interfere with the progress of
our withdrawal and would greatly increase the burden of the civil
government in the closing phase of the Mandatory administration.
We have, however, been glving all possible information arising from
our experience in Palestine to the United Nations Commission and are
ready to grant all reasonable facilities for a nucleus of the
Commission's staff to visit Palestine at as early a date as is wished.
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89, UVr, Flatts-Mills asked the Secretary of State for the
Colonies whether he will make public the full contents of the letter
addressed to Sir Alesx:nder Cadogan by the United Nations Palestine
Cormission expressing dissatisfaction with the British decision not
to let the Commission into Phlestine more than two weeks before the
termination of the Mandate.

Mr, Rees-Williams: Following is the text of the letter addressed
to Sir Alexander Cadogan by the Secretary of the United Nations
Palestine Commission on Ath February, 1948,

"I have the honour to infom you that I have been directed by
the United Nations lalestine Commission to communicate to you its
views regarding the answer given by you on behalf of your Government
at the twenty-seventh meetinz of the Commission on 30th January,
1948, to one of the questions which the Commission had presented to
you on 19th January. '

You will recall that the second of the questions relating to the
Commission'’s discharge of its administrative responsibilities was
as follows: :

'Is it to be unlerstood from Sir Alexander's statement Vo
the Commission at its sixth meeting on 14th January that his
Government would be "prepared to agree to the Commission's
arrival in Palestine shortly before the mandate %8 termimted
in order that there may be an overlap of say, a [lortnight
during which the Commission can take up its respongibilites," that
the Government of the United Kingdom would not regard favourably
a decision of the Commission tou come to Palestine at an sarlier
date if the Commission should consider this necessary for the dis-
charge of its functions?' o

Your formal reply to this question stated that:

'His bajesty's CGovernment in the United Kingdom would
not regard favourably any proposal by the Commission te proceed
to Falestine earlier than two weeks before the date of the
termination of the mandate.'

I am to inform you that it is the considered view of the Comnis-
gien that this limitation on its arrival in Palestine would make it
impossible for the Commission to discharge the regponsibilities
entrusted to it by the Resolution of the General Assembly, The
Commission has been informed that the mandatory power proposes to
relinguish its responsibility for the Government of Falestine as a whule
and not piecemesal, '

The Commission recognises the validity of the position
taken by the mandatory power that there must not be two concurrent
overlapping authorities in Falestine prior to the termination of the
mandate and does not therefore seek to exerzise any zovernmenual
functions before that date. On the other hand the Commission is
acutely aware that there is a vast amourt of work preparatory to
the transfer of authority which will require its presence in Palesiins
well in advance of the wandates terminatien,

Under the proposed policy of the mandatory power the Commission
in two short weeks in Falestine would be required to prepare itself
to agsumc responsibility unier most difficult circumstances for the
full burden of a complex administrative structure and for maintaining
law and order in the country,

For these reasons t he Commission does not find satisfactory the
proposal that the Commission should not come to Falestine until approx-
imately a fortnizht before the termination of the mandate and has
decided ‘therefore to ask you to be so kind as to convey to your Govern-
ment. this request for reconsideration of its policy in this matter.®
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- HEBREW LEGION (Column 50

. ll “General Sir GeorgA,Jeffreys agsked the becrebary of
State for the Home Departrent what information he has about the
formation in this country of a Hebrew Legion; in particular by whom
it is being raised; anl what steps will be taken to prevent its
members from embarkinp from this country for Falestine.

ir, hde- f hxve séen postérs and iLiterature issued by, a.body
in this country calliniz itself the Hebrew Legion, which eriticises
the British administration in Palestine and calls upon Jews ko become
members for the salvation of the Jewish state. As regards the last
part of the Question, I am not ‘aware of any atbempt to.organise -
illegal entry into Palestine from this country.

Sir G, Jeffrexa‘ Wil the Home Secretxry staie whether it is
lawful to use a force' - because, presumably it is a force ~ for
operations in a’ country which is being administered by the British,
or, alternatively, if it is the case that it is being administerad
by the United Nations, is it not contrary to the Foreign hnlistment
Ack?... . .. I

lir, . Ede~"No,>Sir‘ I am iAformed, as ‘the-resvlt of an investi-,
sation, thnt ‘this body is not a force, : v ot

.

,INTERNATIONAL FORCE (column 821,)

AL Nr. Warbey asked the Secretary of S*ate for Forelgn Affairs
whether he will 'instruct' the British repreqentative on the, Security
Council to: support the request of the United Natlons Falestine Con-
rission fur the creation of an international fnrce for use in
Palestine, ; -

Mr, MeNell: No such request as far as my right hon. Fr*end
is aware, has yet been made to the Securlty Council .

F¥r, Warbey: In view of the -fact that it has since been stated
in the Fress that the Palesbtine Cormiasion have agreed that an inter-
national force will be required for use in Palestine, and in view
of the ghortness of time beforé the matter becomes really urgent,
vannot my right hon, Friend seize bhe orporbunlby te eable propesals
to. the Security. Council uow”

hr. cheil' His Majesty's Govermment will make replles when ths
replies are approprlate, and at the appropriate place; that is,
when applicatioh is made and before the Security Cnuncila .

Mpr. S. Silverman: Will ry right hon. Priend undertake that they
will not seek to evade difficultiss by repudiating obligations?

Yr. McNeil: His Majesfy'e Government have continued to make it
plain that on this subject they are taking their part in carrying .
ont their obligations as a member of the Unlted Nations.

MIDDLE EAST GOVERNMENTS ( ARMS SUFFLIES) /iWritten answer/
(Column 142)

35. Mr. Austin asknd the Secyretary of State for Foreign
Affairs whether he will cause to be published as a wWhile Paper,
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details of treaties caumg for t,he supply of arms gnd equipment
© "to Arab Statess and whether he is’ satisfidgd that some of the arms
" "in question are not baing made dvailablé to Arabs both in Falestine
" and outside for use .in resisting the Unii:ea Nations decision in

regard to thaﬁ eouﬂtry. -

' Mp, theil" ‘i rreaty with Iraq will be found in Command
Paper No, 3797 of 1930, ' The Treaty with Egypt is in Command
Paper No, 5360 of 1937, and that with Transjordsan in Command Faper
No, 6916.0f 1646, I have no evidente to suggest that arms supplied

* to Middle East Governments by virtue of thése Treaties to-maintain

their own defence forces, are being made available for warfare in
Palest.ine. B

= HOLY _PLAGES (par.smm'xon) ~(661m34 u5o~51)

36, - Ralph Hﬂ ‘asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
what steps are being taken to ensure that the'plans of the Trustee-
ship Couneil of thée United Nations are made effective a6 far as
preserving Jerusalem and the surrounding Holy Places from damage is
concernedy and whether to this end he will take steps to sse that
the United Nations Palestine Commissionsrs on no account select the
city as a headquarters which would result in making Jerusalem the
centre of, political conflict o f.‘

ol

‘ Mr, Bevin: The Trusteeship Council will consider the future of

Jerusalem at its session which begins today. So far as I am aware,
the United Nations: Commission have not expressed any intention of
establishing their headquarters at Jerusalem,.

Sir R, Gl.xg: vlhile recognising the delicacy of the pi ent ‘pogie
tion, may 1 ask my right hon, Friend if he will do everyt pos=
sible to prevent Holy Places in Palestine from becoming seats of
war, as they wndoubtedly will becomes, if the headquarters-of Oovern~
ment of the Urﬁted Nations is established in Jernsalem?

Yr, Bevin: I have a.lready explained to the House that it 1s our
int ion to come out of Palestine, and I cannot add .to’'that. The
matter is now in: the hands of the United Nations, and I have no
doubt that this Guestion and answer w:u_l be considered by them.

" My, Ivor Thomss: Will my right hon. Friend make-a dist.inction

' between dJerusalem and the rest of Palestine in thé matter of -
* security, ard will he be assured that public opinion will be behind

him if the United Kingdom will make a éontribution to the defence
of Jerusalem, whatever is done by the rest of the country? :

Hr, Bevin: I cannot undértaks to ledve British troops thi‘are,

Sir Patrick Hannon: As the Holy Clty of Jerusalem has been the

‘inspiration of human progrese for thousands of years, will the right

hon, Gentleman make it clear that it will be protected from riot
and bloodshed?

Mr, Bevin: It is now the responaibility of the United Nations;

_His Majesty's Covérnment’ cannot, unaert,ake it.
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UNITED NA'I‘IONS SEGUBITY FORCES (Column 13.51)

Major Tufton Beamish sskad the Seeretary of State for

if he has how ;ecaured details of the orgsnisation

porigibility for the: mamtenanbe of 1aw and orler in Palestine will
fall after 15th May; whether debailed arranguments for the Migds:

.over-of these responsibilities. .are ‘now completed; and whether he is

sa.tisrled w1th the arrangements.

e Vz‘?’ir, @ﬂn. The mly arrangements hitherto approved by the

" United Nabions for the maintensnce of law and order in Palestine

after 15th May are those contalned in the resolution adopted by the
Qenera] Assembly ont the 29th November, Under this resolution, the

ted Nations Commission are to establish in each staté a provisional
Cotineil: of Goverrment, and these Provisional Councils are to recruit
armed militias "sufficiém in mumber £6 ndintain order and to -
prevent frontier clashes,": Generdl military control, including the
cholce, of the High Command of the militiss; is to be _exercised by
thé Caqmiiidsion. The United Nations Commission have now made certain
additmnai proposa.ls wh:lch have yet t.o be e,:amined by the Security
Councl e ‘ T

Mr, Warbﬂ w111 Ty right hon." Fr'lend recégnise that this country
still has a respensibility in this matter ns ‘4 member Jf thé ‘United
Nations and a member of the Security Gotmeil, and will he’ take a
positive-attitude towards this by framing pract:.bal and constructive

. proposals for Unl’ced Na.tions Forces along the lines indicated?

Ve

- Mr, Bevin. I have repeat,edly anno\\nned db my right hom,- L
Friend the Secretary of State for the Colonies 'amnounced: at the
begiming, and His Majesty's Goveérmment adhere to it now, that they
camot, take part in foreing partition in Palestine or in any solu~
tion. that is not acceptable to the Arabs and the Jews. ‘

@E EAST MILITARY HATERIAL [Written answeg? (Golmnns 223-24)

5‘0. Mr, Levy aeked the M:mister of Deferice’what arms aml
mmitions have been.supplied or promised by this country to Arabs
inside, or outside Palestine sinee the Unitéd NationsV decision in

. fa.vour of parbition.

¥r, Alexsnder:.As I stated in reply td the hon, Member for
South Portsmouth (Sir J, Lutas) on 4th February, the e.xport of mi.:itary
material from this cowntry to any part of thé Middle Fast is strictly
confined to what is required to honour long standing Treaty obliga~
tions to-certain Arab Governmints, which have been accustomed for
many years-to rely on us for the equipment of their forces, These ..,
involve many categories-of material, many of them of a very mirior nature;
some are’ provided from local resources, I attsch below a bivad °
indication of the major items which are being supplied,

No addit:xonal promises of military material have been made to
Arab gountries, and our present commitments would be resogilittied 1
1t should appear that those arms were being diverted to Palestine,
Thers is at present an embarge on the entry into Palestine of all
military material except for the security forces of the mandatory
Govermment, No military material has been supplied or promised to

. Arabs in Palestine,

Detalla are as follows:

Iraq, =-- Aircraft, small quantities of 25 pdr. and anti-tank
guns, personal weapons, A.A, guns, armoured cars and stores of
ammunition for these weapons,
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Egypt =~ Small arms ammunition and maintenance requirements,
1nelud1ng the exchange of small mumbers of rifles, pistols, sub-
mchina guns and mortara.

Tunsjordan — an to day maintenance- requ'i.wenta, mainly

nmmitim and transport, for.the Transjordan Army of 6,000 troops,
- plus centain weapons and equipment which will-be roquired by that

Amy on the re-organisation made’ esssntial by our uithdrawal from

.Palestine in the near future, ~

DL TR P

-

URPLIB STORES m mUIPMP}JT !DISPOS&) [wrlttm mswe_x;{
(Colum 233

) 77. Mr, J, Morriaon aaked the Sacretary oi‘ State !‘o‘r the
Colonies what is the estimated total value of BritishrGovermment.
property in Palestine- a.nd what aum hu 80 rar been roalised 'by
di.sposal.

\ . ~ey

e, Rus-wnliams: Brit:leh Goverment propert.y 1n Palestina
is, orIth certain minor exceptions,.either surplus military stores
and equipment or Services fixed assets. With regard to the first:
part of the Question I would refer the hon, Member to the reply .
given by the Minister of Defence to the hon, Member for North -
Blackpool (Mr. Law) on 17th ‘December last, With regard to the
second part of the Question, approximately 2} million pounds

wag realised by the sale of surplus stores and equipment up to

31st Docember., Disposal of fixed assets has not yet tsken place on
a large scale; information regarding the proceeds is not "immediately
available, and further questions on this subject should be a.ddressed
to the Sacrof.ary of State for War. ‘ Y

ARRESTS  (Column: 234)
. 82, ¥r, Skinnard asked the Secretary or State for tha colonies
why 27 Jevs were arrested at Metulla on 4th Februiry imediat.ely

‘after an Aradb gttack from syria and their arms eonfiscated, thus’

depriving them of a proper menna of detence in an’ axpoaed and.
dangerous area.

Mr, Rees‘owgg@s: “The party of Jews 'to-which ry hon. F‘riend
refers was encomntercd by the security forces on the road from Rosh
Pinna to Metulla several hours after the Arad attack in the north
had been repslled’ ‘by military units, The 27 Jews were arrested for
illegal possession'of arms, contrary to theé Defence’ (Huergency)
Regulations, and were released oh hail after their arms and amun-
i1tion had been confiscated.

CYPRUS "(mmémm'amws) (Column 234) e

78. Sir W, Smithers ssked the Secrctary of State for the
Colonies how many Jews there are internyd now in Cyprus; and'what it is
proposed to do’ wlth them when our mandate ends.

Mr, Rees Williams: There were on 11th February s 29, 006 Jews
in the camps, Negotiations are proceeding with the United Naf.ions
Commission to arrange the clearance of the camps before our final
withdrawal from Palestine.
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1, Efen “Rien {by Privato Fotids) aked thfa Sopidtary of Stats for the
calcniea 11’ he 1:111 make an;y s%a‘bbmsnt uﬂ the mcmsnts 1n Je‘msalm
yeaterday : _ o

‘I'ha Under—Seu-etary of State fofr tlm COJ_m:las (}!r. Reea-wmiams)
A :pre].minary Teport recoived fram %ie. High Cammissionsr states thav at
6.5 a.m. on Sunday, 22nd February, & coavey of three militsry typs trucks
end cne police type armcured car wers oboerved tmvenaug towards the
centre of Jerusalem, Tho occupeats wore militery and police wniforms.-
The thres trucks parksd in Beu Yelmdn Stddet, in the Jewish camercial’
contre of Jerusalex.' At approximately 6.25 a.m. & heavy explosion oc-
curted vhich complotoly demolished bulldings on both sides of the strest.
Casnelty figures so fer avallsbdle are 27 killed, 32 seriously injured,
48 slightly injurod. Shortly after tho explosion had talon place, the
ermomyed ‘ez’ vas observed leaving Jerusalem along the Jaffa Road at
groat apaad. This vehicle bore ean idantification number of which thsre
1s no trass in-Pclice regoris. Ioth military trucks ans, pouca armoured
cars-have boen: stilen in rocent disturbances:” ,

Tavestipations are being made ‘intothe rosponsidflity for thia inci-
déht, and I will maks & further Statememt to the Noume as goon as poesible.
Rosponsibility has not yot been .estadlished, but I can sey at once that
tho suthoritiss have found hothing to confirm the ellegation understocd

f

0, hdve been broadcast in Palestine that members of the British security
‘ferces ware involved and the Zionist authoritiss ‘heve deen challemged to

proauca eny. evidence in support of this charge mch, as the Palentine
Govermnent hava said, 1s tmbelisvable.

Following the incident, fesling im Jerusalem has been very wnsa and
eight marbors of tha British security fcrces have beon killed i subse-
quent ‘itcidents. Eritish police have been withirawn ‘from’ outdgifg billets.

His Majesty's Govermmént dsplore this outrags end the loss of Jife

“luvolved and they deeply regrot that reprisals should have been taken

sgainst mabbers of Eis Majesty's forces apd of the Palestins Polies, I

- e e that the Houes would wish %0 extond their sympathy to the felativas
~of those who have lost tholr lives, o mxetained Iajury in these doplor-

‘able occmencas. .

Toee T g

CHRIBTIAN CQSTHTIIES, JERTEALEN - ﬁrittsn ansm-ﬂ (colw 301-362)

,103. Mr. Dodda-z’arker aakeq the Semte.ry of Staba for the c&bniea

: vhathar b will instruct the Fritish repracentatives at Tnited Hations to

point out to the Security Council the need for ensuring that adsguate.
veproseutation . is afforded to Christian ccrmmities in Jérnsalem:in’any
congtitutional arrangéments vhich may be mde for 1ts futirs uﬂaiuimatiomo

Er. ‘Rooe-Willlas: Constitutional errangements Tor ths f‘aﬁﬁw of

- Jerusalem-are tov being discusted by the. Trugteselilp Conmail, . Our: rep-

reseatative bas been given no precise instructions but he'is, of c(mrte,
evare of the importance of the Christisn ccmnities end vﬂl begr this -
in ming in an uecuasims of ' tho enb.iact. ‘

i

24 Fedruayy -
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EER YEHUDA STREET mczm (CO.'B.ms 1781 1783)

Mr. Edon (by Privata Totles) asksa the Semtary or State for the
Colonles whothor ks 1s now in a positicn to ake & further statement on
the outrages in Palestina last Bmaay ‘

M. Reaa-v.{niems. ) 'mza Anguiries vhich are being nade locally ers not

yot complets, but it is tlear thet there 1s no grommd for the euggestions

that mendors of the British sacmty forses were responsible for the
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W rebruary -. outrage. 'l'he Zionists in response to ths challanga to proance svidonece

(nent'd)

in suppobt of theiw ellegations bave produced nome, Statements have

. beens made on Yohaldf of ths Arabs ~efimitting the responsibdility.

deeply regrat to inf‘ocm A5 Fouse that tlie number of Brifish noldiera or

* policemen killed in thi’ ‘fncidents frmodiatoly fellowing the exploaion

was nins and not eightas mteﬁ by »e yes‘terd.ay Ho t‘urther casnalties
hsve ‘been repomd

M. Edau- My I aak the kum.. Gcntlmn i1P he can wow rep'*: to ths

_quosticn anked yestordsy Ty ths hom, Member for Shorsditch (Mr. Thurtle)
- whather 1t 1n true tmt twt British colchers, or airfwn, ware ruriersd
whe'n undar,gomg hospital trea'mt‘n’ o . o

m-. Rscs«ﬁilnamsﬂ T oa.

’ !&r. Edmv In hospital?
k&r. Pees-wunms: 'Hm; 1s BO.n -

’ '!&'r Mt&eAMayIaskthshon.Gantlemnifhshaaminfomtim

tral Jerusalen ccnfiming the accaptmca of rospmibnity for this out-
‘tage by the Az‘abs‘r ' .

m-. Rees-wnliams: Yes.‘ - Arabic pampblets have appeared in Jexrusalem
todny, @04 1 be'e a tranala?.iou of ons. cf thase pamphleta vh!.oh 15 to
ths effects -

N A peoup of Amb cmam!om carrieﬂ; aut, vy blowim up hmm@

“in ths Pem Yehuda ‘Street in Jornsalem, reprisals for the Jewich bemd

7 {3 “the Remleh. ' We wara the Jewich cmmmity that 4f they do not

stop Dowing up housas and K1lling fnaocent people we shall take

gévers raveng:,  We have.snough explosives to blow up allitle okief

Jwiah tovos end colonies .in Pelsstine.. An eye for an oye i a

' ‘*"cqt_ Eczr a uow.‘ --o.gguml iy ul Rimwder Bunaeini.

- - - e o o a0 e st 4

m-, Uomcs: TH ¥ eF T Eh am"““"“tﬁ‘*mu{“ ﬁer zng ,3ust made, heve
etny stepe daen taken: to awmest Mifn) xx- 4 uu@ﬂdmx?

. )tr. Rssn-»mlli&ms_x Abdiu) maar ﬂum‘saini 19',""’1? diffimltvto -eatoh,

4 - Y W Yty & T 2

25 Februayy - UEI'EED HATIOI& ( colms 1937 - 1‘450)

e

.19. w. “Jhmma Rem asksa. ths Bac*vet@ry of. Sta.te fdr rmign Affaim

- undar what clauss of ihs charier or other Antornational ihstrument tho

Asgembly of the United Bations Organisation Propoess . to- ne@ nﬂlta
. Forces t° enférca thss pm-tition of I’alsstina. R ry

alr. Bevin: The General Assenbly a4 not ‘proposs the m of mit
rm to ﬁﬁase :partitim m Pelsatme. : r&p i

Mr. Sydncy suvaman can ny ﬂgﬁt hm. Friana aay m~r what Clauss
ozf ﬁ'ﬁﬁ%@r, cr any othsr intornaticoal instrument, eny mexber State
of tha Arab Loagns wonld ba entitlca $0 vy rorce to pmut 1t? :

.“r sEsaksrx ‘.'L‘hat 19 ancther guestio-n altogathm'

cmm mIcIALs (mas:om) (COJ.mm 1938)

vmtBO. i o T.iRem o;s‘ﬁ: tho ;a;retam cf State for thg 0010111&! Prom

funds pensicas Palentine Gwermsnt

iﬁ' hm' %-kﬂ twﬁ??n 3 o r:vf ‘k&@ h!andata. cﬁ’icinln vrf}_& be ‘ﬁm
Nr. Reea - Hmiams‘ I hops that it will be pogaidble” within 8 rw

dm to maks an mcuﬁem%um which will cover ths question of pegment of

gggdpmim of Palegltine Govmant officiale afber the termination of the
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9 February - . Mr, Hoctor Hughes: Can my hon. Friend ssy what provisicn: is baing

{cont'd)

TN

made for giving cchipsasation In the case of thowe officials vio eve
pramaturely retived thrpugh no fault of their om? _

© Mr. Reos-WIllimis: A1) tdet wikl Bo“Gealt vith In the statenont.

PAWZI L KAURYT (Coltms 1938)

40, Mr, Jemer esked the Socretary of Stote for the Colonies if ho is

- awave’ tha% Fewzl el Eauk)! is in Palestino, end as ke is cu the spscial
. 1ist for Bstention on entering Pelestine, whet steps lave been talksn to

. | dstain hin.

Mr, Rees-Williems: Ko, 5ir. Verious Yeports bave been recéivad by
the Pslestine Govermment of the prosence of Fawzi el Eaukji in Palestine,

4 3

" but I'em informed by the Elgh Commissioner that they have not hesn

.. v

. . bubsteiitiated end that 1% 1= not bolieved that he is at presenm: in ths
CLeoumlry,. gt L SRR ' -

e mammm OF‘M MANDATE (Columas 337-339) [Written answer/

. ot b . . ) )
C o gip By % anked the Secvetery of State for the Colonies hov the
Govermmegt in'

to meet tho rosponsibility of the British administration

to bold the sftuation in Jorusalem and the specisl internations) area

. 80 that the Intermational Regims tokes éver responsibility im e sultable

atmosphere vhen ccmlng into existence two mouths after the evacuetion of

" the Armed Forcis of the Mandatory Power has daem ccmplsted in accordance
© with the resclution of the United Natioms Asaembly. L

. w111 cease on the tormimation of the Mandats. The question of arrangements

‘Yo Roes-Willlams: The responsibility of Him Majésty's Govermment

. for the edministration after that date 1s one for tho Ualtod Bations,

- - . e G i -~ - -

~

" Balfe train yesterdws.

1 March - - CATRO-EAIFA TRATH OUTRAGE (Columis 33 - 3%)

..

.. Mr, Bden (by.Private Hotics) esked the Secretary of State for the
_Colonies whethor ke hag any statement to moks o tha mining of the Cairo-

.- 3

Mr. Roes-Willlams: I have bosn asked to reply. o
It 15 with the dsepest posnible regret that His Majesty's.Coverument

emiouneé that et approrimately 8.40 $n the morning of £9th Febimuery the

.. passemger train from Xswtara to Haifa was dlewm up by minown persens a

short digtance north of Rehovoth ratlway station. . train.consisted

- of 13 codchss, five of which were military, and the last thres: coaghes

vhich contained military persommel only vere completaly wreoked.: The
following casusltles, all Britich Servics persconel, were caussd by the
explosion:  dead 27;  dangsrously womnded, six; ‘seriously woundefl, xlts;
8lightly womnded, 20. Tho casuslties were cleared by 10.30 a.m. ani
_vare afmitted to the British Miditory Hoopital st Beer Yascov. L
' On investigation it was round that four charges had been laid wnder
slespers approximataly 10 yards epert., Thres of these hald deen dstonated
‘and the fowmrth, which Yallsd to explode, was found to contain 100 1bs.
o emmonel in sandbags. Al) four -charges were wired to sn igaition
point in ap orenge grove 300 joris from the track, HNo assistance wes
glven to mijitery persomisl who amre carrying ocut investigations, by per-
sons In 48 locality. | Thers is aa yeot no information evallable as to the

identity of persond responsills Tor this outrags, exuept & report that the

Stern Cang have ciained rospoasibility.

o et
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I wish, on bshalf of His Majesty's Government and the Govermment
of Pelestine, to expreas deep sympathy with the relatives of those who
1oat their lives as a reult of this shocking outrage.

7 A statement has been issued- by the Goverrment of Pa.lostine in Jeru-
salem toda.y recilling the catalogue of encrmities perpetrated by Jewish

" terrarists in recent montha, and drawing attention to the failure of the

Jewish commity to assist in bringing the guilty to Justice and, in
particular, the refusal to give evidence in the ‘official police inguirdea

~ into the Ben Yeluda Straet explooim. .

'The ttatement declares: . ’
: “The leeders of the Jewish cwmunity havo felt themselves unable,

o Cfor political reaaoms, to take eny steps to b ing to Justice the per-

sons responsible for these crimes and bave thus facilitated the
spread of lavlessmess ani disorder to a point at vhich the cammmity
itself is timreatened with dsstruction by elements within itself. In

. this nogloct of " its respmai’bnities the Jewish Agency has atiemptod

" to excuse 1tselr by resort to caloulated immuendoces, falsehoods and
propeganda directed esgainst British members of the Sscurity Forces

- .who are, in fact, every day protecting Jewish property and uving

* ‘hundreds’ of ‘civiliati 1ives, evens at the risk of their owm."”

, Rd’ming to the Ben Yehuda Street outrage the statement points ocut

that °

' "in spite of official denials tha Jeviah Aguncy has repsated ths.t

1t wvas & British Am ‘eoavoy that ‘was respcnsi'blo -

and oontinuos o

.. "nobody outsidp Jawish cirolos belions this, end thora tan be no
other purpose in repeating 1t than to stir up racial hatred. The
-fact 1s that the vehicles responsibls for thim outrage vers uo more
a British Army convoy than the vehicles stolen from time to time by
Jews and used by them on numercus occasicms for the nmrder of many
mors people than were killed in Ben Yehuda Street.

The statement concludea: :

"The Goverument, mindful of the duty of ths Security Forces to
maintaia lav and order, and confronted with the deliverate policy of
the Jewish Agsucy to rendsr ‘their task as difficult as poesidle,
desires now to bring once more to the serious attention of ths Jewish
commmity in Palestine the fact that the continuaunce of indiscriminate
nurder and’ condoned terroriem can lead only to the forfelture by the
commmity of all rigbt 1n the oyau of the’ mld to be nm'bacred among
civilised peoplos.

+
.
.
*O

¥

_ERITISH AR sum.m' TO MIDILE EAST DEBATE (c01@s717f6;178y' -

" Diring the deba.te, the lnniator of State (Mr. )k:lleril) nmln the fol-
J.awing ntatment on behalt of the Govommant' ] % *...*, ’

‘‘‘‘‘

*There .1.9 re:yot no Jegl canﬂiet betveem our obliga.tionn and our

'/ previous undertakings. The Goverumeént have acted tlroughout this piecs

most respousidly snd most carefully, and, so far as bas lain in ocur powsr,

- we have taken all steps to pravent military supplies reaching either Jews

or Arabs go that If there were a conflict thnt coaflict might bs, as far
es ve could make certain, refuced to a minimum 'and might be localised.
Arme end pmiticns: etored in Palestine, which are of valus, have deen a
great- vorry to us and have been removed or have besn destroysd in the
course of our withirawsl. Further, military supplies emtering from
abroad ere prohibited dy embargo which the Palestine Goverummmt are en-
foreing to the limit of their adility. S5til) further, we have maintained

. and will continue to maintain the strictest control over the sale of all

© British military supplies to the Middle Past, including the total pro-

© hibition -- the total prohibition -- of the supply of material of militaxy
" vajue to 211/ private pm'chs.um
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Wo hava :.amf;ea such mzpplies as wo have given to these Govermismts,

‘whom 'we ars by treatyidound to euppdy. Thoss, {eaty obligatices, as my
‘hon. Friond sald cluatly end cirefully, sffect only thres comtries, -
 Trapsjoxdan, Irok: el Egypbs With each of them.ws have a txwaty of ali-

liames which provides for cloae co-operation in mutnal dsi'evics. A3 one
peuns of meking this dafencs effective, we sre bownd to provide equipment
to the'Alljes of Hiz Hajestsy's Govermmont. I will not attempt to dsal with

' the passeges of tha treaty in detall, but they are of & quite simple emd
pluin type. The Goverunent ¢f Irak, for example, rolies wpon Britieh

supplies.for the maintsunance of her Armed Porces in a conditiom of rsadi-
ness 0 mest any thréat which way devalop to the internal secwrity of Irak
angd, if vecessary, to protect her froutiers. That is s very serious inter-

' natlmm. chligaticn, and wo have cozparable oblizsticms: to the otker iLwo

Powsrs... The oblignticns of this comtry towards say Power for providing
far 1ts defence oy not be rigld; ~but they sre serious, tlisy ers well-
defined, amlthia a'bovoa.‘u tmm&mbat}m time toducz'ythen

LR

1 ahmla mlm anotheu- point. It has alree.d;‘ been aam 1n thin Eouao,

~ and 4% hap.slready beem couveysd to owr missions iu the Middle Fest - end

Ivculanakofbhnpéintagam =+ that if at any time wo find the equipment
and.smliestlmtmmsmﬁngtomat‘ths three Arsd Govermmezts vader
the terma of ‘the treaty ohligatica ers being diverted: to jwproper vso in
Palestine, we shall ‘at ence reconsidsr ounTrenty canmitnents in the 1ight
of that evidence. But .I. am certain the House will not ask me, as my hon.
Friend bos aked mo, lightly %o ebrogate a Treaty of this kind, dy tmilatersl

. action, exclusively on the groma that themds conjecturs or suspicion by

others es to tho poseible future intenticns-of -those contracting parties.

' Thare i nothing but conjecture, anfi tho hom. Member who bas had hie op-
Cipemtmlily, oo affered wo wo ovidenss ot adl. Tho Ccv»ma w1l oom~-
j‘i‘.‘.ﬁ.uue to watc_h for euch evidcnce. :

I have confeansd that Vo have boen enxiovs ebout this subject, ang
Jave instrusted our people on the spot thet the three Govermments with
“whom we- are in Troaty relations are In no doubt a3 ¢ our intentions i

“thm.nhoul& be such fsproper nws. It has been smggested that we chould
follow the.exanple of the Unitsl Stibes Govarment snd have a total

‘wthergs. Theve'is no perallel hers. They have no obligations in this
vitally strategic area, and I &5 not protend that wo ave wninterested
in this vitally steategis area. My hon. Friend isc.alveys interosted
in peace, end ha oammob deny that ve have a similar obligation as =

" mamder of the United Bations to uschaa'ge owsr contract snd to try to
- talntoln stability {n thet area. If, .as I hope they will mot, the

";_'ArebGovmmtamumawastowmaawnmw, the kind

of conflict to which my hon. Friend roferred, a conflict detwsen oer

. reémnsfbmey to them and o the United Natfons, we would have to

" think again. For the prevent wo ahall, @l mst, continue £o honowe
bur Oresties. On Dehalfl of Eis Majesty's Govermaent I ‘PAY, B3 BY
right hon. Friend has elready said,” that if thero are any feots brou&xt

forirerd, wo will recousid.u' the’ position. ‘Bub wo cannot =et on

) mmpioion .
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INTERNATTONAL FNCLAYE, axmm. ﬁzzttm ansvers/ (Colum 18)

B7. 8ir W.' alﬂhetu askd. 6 Suerdtar: of State for Foreing Affalirs
vhat representations have been made to U.K.0. for the maintensnce of
Jerusalem with-a corridor to the ced as an international emnclave vhen
o Mandate terninutea .

m.ﬂz 'Bopo.

| MILTTARY MATERTAL - [ritten movers] (Cotmm 20)

_Mr. Wilkes -asked the Secretary of State for !broiga Affalrs uhat
representations he has made to the Covermasats of Seudl Aredia, Egypt,
Transjordan and Irag that the arms recently supplied to those Govern-
meote through British Military Missions attached thereto will not be used
ln ac*t!.ouu desiazm‘l. on mmma; - ond M replies he han received.

‘ m- mmn- !’hm ie no Brttish mntm Miagion 1n either Egypt
orm Ko exms have rscently been supplied to the Goverment
,of Saudl Arabia. It hasz alrealy becn made tlear that owr commitments
to aupplymltmutmn to Egypt, Irag snd Transjordan will be re-
eon:::roa i 11: sbould amnr that this material is being diverted to
Pal no.

" CTTRUS CROP - AMritten suewers/ (Col\mn 2)

‘G4, Mr, Bramall asked the Bacretary of State for ths Colonies whether
he is satisfied that the necassary finan-e will be available for the

- Palestive Citrus Board to purchase the packing materials noeded 1o ensure

: tha suppl: to Britain of the 1948-49 citrus crop.

Nr. Reee-wmimx I am in touch vith ny right hon. Friend the Minister
»cf Food asbout tha Tinancial provision required to emabls the Palestine Citrus




. .#arch
{contta)

-26- i‘/ls-sf

Marksting Board to acquire packing materials for that part of the 1948-49
citrus crop wiiich the United Kingdom 1s likely 4o require. The United
Kingdon Delegation kas also been asked to raise with the United Natioms
Palestine pcnmisai‘tm the question of ficancial assistance through that body.

GOVMHT OI'B'IQERS (CGIPERSATION) ﬁritton a.nmrs7 (Col\mm! 21-25) -

95. Hr. Ivor Thanas asked the Secretary of State for the Colomes whe-
ther he is now able to make a statement om the terms to be offered upon
ths termination of the Mandnte to the Palestino Ponce and mambera of the
Administration.

*

e, Reea-Vﬂlimh 1. The terms of ccmyensatian for menbera of the
Palestine Civil Service whose carsers will de affeoted by the teminatiun
of the l&ndato aa sct out’ in Annexure I.

2. Hla Ma.jesty's Governnent hopa that pany of the British etaff con-
cerned will be offered and ‘will accept smuitadle alternative employment in
the Colomial Service or in-other pudlic service.. It is also hoped that
a large proportion of the local Palestinien staff will be absorbed in em-
Ployment under the successor authorities in accordance with the expressed
intention of ths United Nations Palestins Commisasion. The terms of com-
peusation have baen framed with thess considerations in mind,

3. Iuo the view of His Majesty's Government the financial commitment
involved in the paymeut of this compensation constitutes a 1liadbility to de
agsumed, equally with the cost of euperannuation benefits now being paid
or falling due in the future, by the successor anthorities. This view has
been conveyed to the United Natioms Cammission and the terms of compensation
have at the same time bsen cammmicated to them.in order that they may dbe
avars of the extent of the liability.

- by Meanwhile the expatriate officers concerned have the assurance of
His Majesty's Govervment that they will receive the ccmpensation and sta-
tutory benefito and leave rights to vhich they are entitlid. -In the cir-
cumstances of tho termination of the Mandate, His Majesty‘s Govermment
feel that in the interim period pending the.establiskment. of successor
states ths local non-expatriate staff who have ssrved the Mandatory Govern-
ment loyally and well should also have an assurance.that, mo fer as may
be practicable, they will receive the payments due to them. This as-
surance will hold good wntil such time as successor suthorities have emerged,
which, in the opiniom of His Huaeety'- Govenmant, are oapable of taking
over tho liability, -

5. Any payments made under either of theae asnurances will be regarded
ag recoveradble frdm the suco:sser states and will be taken into sccount
in eny financial agreement to be negotiated with the United Nations Com-
miesion or the sucoesser states.

ANNEXURE I -

COMPERSATION TERMS FOR OFB'ICERS OF THE PALESTINE oovmmm CN TERMINATIOR
OF THE MANDATE,

13

I. Officers of the Palestine Govermnent will receive the folloving
speciel benefits in compensation for lcss of caresr and prospects.in ad-
dition to the proportionate retiring benefits dus to them uméer the oxisting
laws of Palestine or wunder the terme of their comtracts.

(1) officers ssrving in pensionable appoiuntmeuts who have uot yet
emplieted ths pariod of 10 years® service mnecassary to qual:lty ror
pensiom.

(a) A gratuity equal to 10 per cout of the ofﬁcer’s retiring
‘- peusionadle emcluments for each completed year of servise.
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© 1 ¥areh - {b).. A gratuity cs.lculated uader Palestine I’ensioﬁs, Rule 2,

{céutra) i.e., 5 %hass the smount of pensitn the offiicer would have earned
had thare been no qualifiring pericd.

(11) Pensicoadle officers. -- In afdition to the pension oarmsd
by servise, & pension based ¢a ths terms grented to publie officers
in Ceylon ia view of constitutionsd chavges in that ecowmtyy, to be
coexmted In full at tho option of the officer into a cash gratuity.
The right of Option ¥ild bs withheld imitially, in the case of mon-
expatiiaty officers pending clarification of their pospgots of re-em-
ployment. Theso additional, pemsicns will be calgulated mscording to
the table 1n Appendiy I and eny compitstion of thsm »i1) bs caloulated
according to. tho table in Appendix II, An officer will be allowsd to

_opt 'for tho abolition terms prescribed under Persions Rule 1C of the
"Paléstine Pensions Ordinanse, where these are more favoursble to him.

Lt TIPS

" T’ quarirying period of sorvice for & ponsion wndsr the Palestine
Poligs Ordinamce to be refuced from 15 to 10 yeors, thms bringing it
into 1ine with tke qualifying periocd prescribed wmier the Pemzions

~ Ordiuance. -

(118) A1 ofriesrs (other them Police belev ths rank of In-
epector) sho are ponsionmable o vwho wonld in @us wtrse bave qualified
for Qiension by Xength of sarvice. -- A disturbance grant equivalent
to 25 timen tho eammuol leave entitlement cm full pay. L

(1v) 831 Pollco below the vamk of InEpocter.--

.. (2) A atbvurbance grant equivalent to 3 montha® leave on full
* pay. _

(b) BPectal gratuity:- | |
(1) " the’ qualifying pertod of Five yeers to be waived;
. (2). gratutty to be caiculeted on tho basis of cos month’s
o - salery for each of the first five yemrs of service srd two .

) months® salery for each ysar of service over five, f.6.y 8L -

. trice the noymel rate.. o ' ‘

. (v). Provident rundOfﬁcera. - A gratuity ' equal to bal.fthe amommt

of tho bonus &ue mnfer the Pelsstine Provident Fumd Ordivamse et the
date of the termimation of tho Officer's appointuents. :

.. (v1) Galery 1n 1ien of notice to 2l temporery employees (other
‘than casual lsbour) and officers oo Provident Fumd terzs: .

.7 (8) to all cfffcers entitled to three montls’ notice. -- Thres
meaths® pay or earned leavs, whichever is the greater.

. (b) to edl officers entitled to one month's motlce. -- Cae
month's pey or emumod leave, vhichsver is the greater.

. () ‘to all other pardomnel 1n this catepery, -- A fortnight's
pey. - o ! :

1. RE-RELONMNT IN PUBLIC (R SmI-FURLIC SERVICE, ETC.
(1) Trensfer in tde Colonie} Service.

To tho .case of “tremsfer of expatriate officeors %o other pensionable
azployment in the Colenial Servics caspersation will not be payeble anfl
the normal procedure covering sush tyranefars will epply with the fol-

Aowing modifications which are designed to facilitate the absorption
+of as womy expatriate offisers as possible im thie way. ' ’
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- (2) An officer tranaferrsd to an appointment in the Colonial

Service. involving an"immediate reduction in peusicundble emoluments
will moeivq & lump sum peyment of five times the reduction,

If, however, ho 1s withii; less than five years of the compulsory
age of .retirement in his new post, the payment will bs reduced in
proportion to the number of completed months by which hia expecta-
tlon of firthsr service fells short of five years.

{») An officer transfe:red to enother appointment in the
Caloniel Service vho is subsequently retired through no fault of
his own 1= such oircumstances that his pension is less than that
vhich he would have received if he had retired on grounds of 111-
health at the date of the termination of the Mandate shall have his
pension mide up to the latter figure.. :

© 1 (13} ¥huve an expatriate officer secures suitable permenent re-
employment in pudblic or eemi-public service or in socialised industry,
with guperannuition benefits, hs will noct be entitled to special com-
- pencation beuefits other than.the dieturbance grant, but will receive
‘the normal statutory and contiactual benefits due to him in respact of
. tho abolition of his Palestine appointment. In the case of such re-
~ ‘epploymsnt of British Police in sddition to-ths disturbance grant the
special gratuity payable under I (1iv) above will not be refundadle.

(111) Where a non-expatriate officer is re-employed by a successor

- authority on the .game terms end with the same rights as those enjoyed
by him under:the Mandatory Govermment or where a definits offer of

such re-exloyment has been made, he vill not be entitled to any

special ccmpennation as distinct from the statutory or contractual

benefits dus to him provided that in every case the Mandatory Govermment
. reserves the right to pay ccupensation 1f it 1s satisfied that the

merits of the case Justify such payment.
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- BOLY PLACES (coa.u':ii"}sel)

37. Sir R. Glyn asksd the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether
the High Coamissioner end Govermment of Palestins have egresd to assist in

the formation of an International Police Force to ‘undertake the guardianship
of Jerusalem and the reperved area of the Eoly Places vhen sanctioned by the

. Mr. Rees-Willimmsi The United Nations Cammission has been informed
that no cbstacle will be placed in the way of any members of the British
sectlon of the Palestine Police Foree volunteering,. on termination of their
present engagements, for gervise with such a force. o

81r R. %ﬁ’ Can the Parliamentary Secretary say whother there hes
been any prop by the United Rations for the Tormation of this force?

Mr. Rees-Williems: I should want notice of.that question.

- T

POLICE (ABSENTEES) (Colwmms 362 - 383) ) o oo

b1, Mr. Wikardo msked the Secretary of State for the Colonies how
many members of the Palestine Police were, at the latest convenient date,
deserters or adsent without leave; and how many vehicles belonging to the
Palestine Palice were at the same date miscing as a result of theft.

Mr. Rees-Williams: Numbers midoing who have been posted as dessrted
or absqn eave are as follow:
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59 249
.Eritish, five during 1947 and eix sinte lot Jsmuaxy, 1548,
. Arabs, two menbers of the Regnlar Police and 4WTT temprrery end

.y ;\zﬁgmmamy policemen, dwing:ths throe months ending 29th Fsbruery,

- ‘m, .nu.. ’ ’ ’
As.regurds the lust part ¢f ths Questicn, vehicles missing sre: ope

a.monred light recommsissance car, tvo armouwrsd cara.e:nd,oné 3-1;05 truclk,

a1l miesing mince lst Jemuery, 1948,

DETATIFES, REEYA (TRANSFER)  (Golwme 363 - 304)

%2, _Mr, Mikar@o esked ths Socretary of State far the Colonles, in
viev of ke fortheoning terminatien of the mondates for Palestine, what

_are his intonticns in respect of the 290 permocus deperted fram Palestine

‘n Ootober, 1944, .and at present in o dotenticn camp at Gilgsl, Kenye.
.60, Major Besmish sekvd the Secrotery of State for the Colbites bow

neny Jows and Arabe, shovn Beparataly,. bave boen dsported from Palestine
" for terrarist ectivities end ere still %iold outside Pslestine; In what
_.ooumiries wnder his administration these fsople ars Bold; end whet

decision oo been taken regarding the futwre ¢f these psople aftxr. Ris .

¥ajesty's Govermment ceass t0 be responsidle for lav and order in Palestiiis. :

¥r. Re

ety

that country ere-the 291 Jewn in Gllgil cwp, Keuye. It 12 the intention
%0 transfor, thess detainees from Xenyaz to Palestine, Arrengemonts to

this end era pcv under eonsideretio,

ARAB INCURSIOES (Colwmns 65 - 66) [iritten enmwors] |
58. Mr. Warbsy osked tho Seoretary of State for the Calcmiss kow

. . .many 1 Arsb. tarees kave crossed the fromtler into Palestive gince 29th -
Eovenber, 1947; from which countries they have ccme; what are the ap-
proximets mmbers in each forve; under vhose ordsrs ere they ecting; end
. vhat ectlion bas beon taksn by the Palsstins Covormment to protect tho A

tmitory of Palestine against such agzresaion.

65. Mr. Jamor ecksd the Beorotery of State for ths Colonies what is

ths epproxinate number of ermzd Arcbs who have outered Palestine in the

laat three montho sud ths countries from vwhich they omme..

. Eeea-“.ﬁiiaizm Since 29th November, 1947, ' 1t is edtimoted that

ermed Arab bands totalling over 5,000 men hove oroased the frontiera &f
- Palestinc. A mmder of thsse have rince returned to the comiries frem
which thsy come, after being repulssd by our Seourity Forces, Ths coun-

tries firam which they have otas ars Syriz, Ledanon smd Trensjorden, sl-

though in the letter caas it is thought that the forces in quostion merely
passed through Tremsjordsn fvom Syria. The bands which remain in Palextine

bave dispersed iuto ths hills éhi yillagee and 1t 1 dmpossible to give a'

relisdle estimats of the unmbers ia caoh group, or to say with eertainty

under whoss orders thay operats, although the Torots In the Jaruselem'sres
ars known to be undor the oammnd of Abdul Xhader Eueseini and gemere) .
dirsction of the force in Forthern Polewtine 1s believed to be exercimsd -

from Syria by Fawzd Eswukji. The Secwrity Ferces in Pelestine take all

pogsible stsps to prevent such indursions, but owing to ths nature of the

frontisr it is not alwvays possible to ensure coutinuous eoutrol over all
Poenible points of entry. ' :

 63.° Wr. Jeomor asked, the Seoretary of State for the Colonies by what -
Youte armed Arabs enterod Pelestine from Tremsjorden on 2ith Jemusry; and
vhat guard 1o being kept 0 all ths bridgen scress ths Jorden against euch

intrudara.

08-Willlems: The only dstainces fram Palestine nov held outatde
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section of the Force who bave got.alreedy done ec will Jeuve Pu'sst

PRI
Hing

~30-

Mr.-Bees-Wiiliama: 1 am not avare of any party of ammsd Avabs raving
erbored Palestivne frow Tranejordan on the 24th Jasuary. %he Lridges atv
Lemlyeh end Skeikh Husselu heve Desk cbatructed by the Paleabin2 Covern-
reit %o prevent thelr use and all maiu routes acrobs the Jurden sre polug
watched by the security forces.

T L L R T
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ARAB COUNTRIES {BRITISH ARM: SUPPLIES) ﬂ:{ritﬁen a'mwerg? fociumns 97-38;

Mr. Wilkes asked the Minister of Dafence the nuwber r}%’ aerﬂ;-).ams,
tanks, Jjeeps and armoured vohiclen genersily made availabie to tie Arab

s zountriss eince July, 1945, through the Eritis}: Mititary Missicas atiached

thereto.

Mr'. A V. Alsxandsr: fThs following have been supplle: ir<m thls
country: To Egypt: 34 Jeeps, 38 sccut care, 298 carriers, L0 miditary
aircraft. Yo I;ansjorden: 6() armoured cars. To Irsg: 15 Tigsr Moths,
To other Arab Countriss: Nil.

- It 1p posaible that, iu addition, amall numbers of gawms of 7ro- military
itens menticned may bave been supplied locelly. These supplios ars mads
in adcordance with Tresly obligationa. There are no Brifish Military
Hissiors in Egypt or Trsusjorden.
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PAIES’I’IRF IHLL IEBA'EE (Co‘ veee 1246 . 633

A at.a.teanent was made 4. bebalfl of the Gurerument by Mr. Znmetdh dousn,
Secreta~y of State for the Colonies.

PALESTINE mucs FORCE {Ccluum 186) Mritton answors;

Hra-Prcaacott asksd the Secretary of State for m-,« Cotonien when 15
autizipated that the duties of members of the Pslestise Pl e Foroe

“terminate; and by what dnte all mem’bern of “he Torse w121l b el

to the United Kivgdom.

Mr. Rema-winim On 15th May, 1948, when the e e wra of

Certain individua) members of the Force may, hmcwr, voimleer 7
for temporary aorvice with the Army in order to faciiitate ths w:’bdonesd,
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ARAB BANLZ (INGURSIONS) (Columms 2077 - 2080) -

18. Mr. Warbey asked the Secrstary of State for thy Coionies it
representations have beer, made by the Paloestine- aovarmwun S ATRY
since 29th November, 1947, 1n reupcot to hostile Ars™ incucsicua ©aln
Palestine,

Mr. Creech Jones: Raprosantatious on this subject are modew by i
Hajeaty's repressutatives in the States concerued. Sincoe “h-) Sals in
question, proteats have been delivered to ths Governmants of Syris mnd
Transjordan urging them to takXe al) pomsibls mtsps %o pravest intursfon:
by Arab bands from their territories intc Palestine. Rapresepiaticus angs

. also been mads to the Gov.roment of the Lebanon.

Mr. War‘bey, In viev of the importance of this matter, cap wmy right
hon. Friend s, why these proteats and represeniatiocus bave nol been placed
on public record so that the whole world could know thet the attltude of
ths British Government towards this questicn is one of geuuiue lwpartiality?
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' Hr, Creech Jones: That quastion should dbe addressed 1o my right

" hon. Friernd the Secretary of State for Forelgn Affairs.

Mr. Maminghap-Buller: Can the right hou. Gentleman tsll us the
number of illegal groups dealt with in the some perica?

Mr. Creech Jonss: I should require motice of that question.

Mr. Joho Lewis® To whom 41d Hie Majesty’'s Govermment make reprosen-

. tations?

Mr. Cresch Jones: That is & matter for my right bom. Friond the
Fareign Secretary : ‘

_quadron-l.en.dor Fleming: Is it a fact that since those raprosez:tationa
started in Hd\mm%er lant the Amb incursions have 1noreased§

_ Mr. Creech Jones: The réprosanta‘lgions have teen mads when the incur-
sions have taken place. . .

Hr., ‘Jarinér- Has ny right hot. Frismd mraased upon tha Statos the

A sincerity wf the Governmemt in that regard, perticularly in view of the

fact that some 700 Arahs crossed over & bridge which was suppossd to be
guarded by soldiers of the Arab Legion and by some of our own scldiers,
and although the Government wers varansd about two days before it happensd
that these pecple were ‘coming?

Er, Creech Joves: I have uc evidsnce in support of ‘tha.t allegation.

19. Mr. Warbey asked the Secretary of State for the Colomles whather
he 48 now in a poei%icn to give a full report of ths activitiee of Fawzi
Kewukji in Palestine; and of the steps takem by the Pelestine admiris-
tration to deel with militery imcursion into Palestine.

- 2. Wey Junner asked the Socretary of Stete for the Colonies whether
he 1s now aware E'Eft' Fawzi el Xewuk)i hae entered Palestins’ with a band

_ of ‘atmed Arabs and his dsclarsd that -he proposés to’ establiah hirself
there; and what steps have bdeen takeon to deal with this eituation.

M, Creech Jones: The informzation: availa‘blo to mo a.'bout the astivities

- of Fawzi Kawukjl In Palestine is as follews: On the night of Sth-6th

March, he entered Palestins with a few campanions, mainly mexbers of his
personal staff, He waas reported to be on a visit to the Arab bzmda dia-
perssd in certain parts of the country. On 9th March it -wan mcured that

. he intended to make 2 porsomal appearance at Jenin but this’ projeat was
. apparently abandoned In view of action by the British authorities to fore-

stall it. He 1s reported to have left Palestine on the night of 14th March.

Throughout bhis stay his exact whereabouts were unknown, asg he en-
tablishelno hsedquarters and remaived in tle wild and broksn hill country
of SBamaria, enjoying the immmity afforded both by the naturs of the sountry
and by the attitude of ths local population., As has already besn stated,
the mecuril'y forcaes in Pelestine take 211 possidle steps to vrevent the
incursion of armed Arsbs into Palestine but owing to the vsture of the
frontier and the sountry in which thege groups teke refugs {t is-uot
always possidle to control their movements.

Mr. Warbey: Is my right hon. Friend avare 'tbat A:'mﬁcan, Russian and
Freuch representetives upon the Securitg Counci) have exprensed ths view
that these hostile incursions constitute acts:of breach of intermational

‘peace? Can my right hon. Friend say what is the view of the Government
.. on this mtter?

Mr. Creech Jones: That is an entirely dif‘remt matter,

¥r. Jamner: Is it true that these men croseot‘l over the Alienby Bridgs,
vhich Is supposed to be protected the whole +ime? In view of the very
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7 Hoxeh - serlous atditude that was tekewn vp by the Covernment ageinet this mem
- (coni?d) beforo, wiy is not oomothing wove active dome to provent bim from
.caming m? -

Mpr, Crosch Joues: Thevs 18 ud reasen for anyons to hove suspicion in
rogard to the activities of the Palestine Govermment im proventing incur-
sions and visits of this kind. BEverything 1s done thet is within the

. powar of the Palestine Adninistration and militery authoriiies to prevent

inoursions of Arab bands sud to prevent from crossing the frontiers
individnals vho are intent upon stirring up mere trouble for the anthor-
i%len 1n Padestins, . : B I

¢
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19 Mareh - PALESFINT BIIL DORATE

: Statanents wore pade on behalf of the Government by Mr. Creech Jomes,
Boorstayy of Btate for the Colonles (columms 2uh7T - 2b48, 2479 - 2485,
24973 by Bir Hartley Shaweross, tRe Attornsy GCemeral) {columms 2ug9 -
2503, 2507 - 2508, 2511 by Mr. Ress-Willimmm, Under Seoretary of State
for the Colonics iaomm 2515 - 2517); by Mr. Mo¥ell, Minister of State;
{odlomn 2520),
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‘2 March - ARAB INCURSTORS (Colum 2573)

%33, Mr, Werbey asked tB Sccretary of State Zor Forolgn Affairs
. whsther ke Will publish the officlzl protests end representaticns which
bave bomt sads to Ared States regarding hostile Aral inoursions into
. Pelestins,. ~

M, Mayhowt . Jo, Bir,

: Mr. Wardey: In view of the brillisat victory: gained by thé Feroign
. Becre for the Ared Lefigro at Lake Sucessz, will ty hon. Friénd now
‘congider sending notes of comgratulation to the Arad Statos oa'tha suceess

of thoir viclent oppomition to ths United Eaticas?

Statemsuts were made on bahalf of ths Govevmment by Mr. Cresch Jomes,
Secretary of Stats for the Colenies; Mr. Bovin, Seoretery of Btate for
Feraigi Affairs;  Sir Hartley Slhoworose, Attorney-Genéysl; Mr. Ress-
Williems, Under-Secretary of State for ths Colonies, (Columms 2810~ 2996)
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24 March - ARAB STATES (FRITTSE WAR MATERIAL) (cdmm 3012)

27. Nx. Ckemberlain asked ths Ssorstary of Stath for Forelgm' Affairs
. wbat representations he has tafde to Ared States receiviug supplies of
British war materf4l in regard to 1ts utilication in commsstion with ‘the
Palestine dispute. S ’ .

Hr, Bevin: The attoution of ths Areb Govermzouts ocnoerned has besn
dravn to tha sStatement pudlicly made on bebkalf of Hie HaJesty's Coverumont
thet our somitments to supply them with military materisl will be re-
g::smmd 1f wa find thet eny of this materinl ie baing diverted to

estins.

} Nr. Chawberlain: Is my right hon. Friend satisfied tﬁat th’s ie being
cbaerved? . '

Mr. Bavin: Yes, so far as I have been able to essertain, it is.

o e bt b k- T S
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25 March - JEWISH POPULATION (Colwm 373) [dvittem emowersf

96, ‘Mz, Lusbert asksd the Secrstery of Slate for the Colenles whah
was the wmither of Jows in Palestine ot the coximcement of the Mawdnts;
what wos ths nmbor i 1939; ead whet in the tumber unov,

" ¥z, Rees-Willilems: A esmsan of tho populaticn of Pelestine ben baen
taken -on culy two occasices, in 1922 &nd in 1931, The estimated figures
for the Jewish populetion oo te datss menticnsd by the hon, Mezbar are
es follows: 1523 <- £3,000; 1938 -~ 411,000; 1958 -- 440,000,
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7 April’-  FASCIST LITIRATORE (Colwm 17) fRritten anowers]

21, Fri Pritt ecksd the Seoretary of State for the Coloniss if be will
take stops to 8L0p ths prosont froo circulation of Mosley Pescist literaturs
_enong Britisch troops 'end police In Pelestine, in view of the danger in ‘

presont oonditions of ercusing anti-Semitic fealing amcnget the British
Porgesy *° . I : :

B, Creech Jomes: I know of no cases of the eirctlation of lLiteratuze
of this naturs emoty Dritish ¥Wotps emd police In Palestine, dut if the hon.
ent learned Member can furnish me with specific instensss I shall syrange
- for them to bo iuvestipated.
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