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UNTTED WATIORS PALESTIRE UCMMISSICW
Extract from Mr. Bevin's Stabment In the Debate on Foreign
Affalrs in the House of Cormeons, & May 1O0WB.

From TIE TIMES, Londen, 5 May 10LS

Yee. The position in the Midile Yast (e went on) was oversbadowed b
tvante 1o Prlestine, and it was difFicult to dincusa the puacelul sefblomoal
i that srea untll the Pelestine prodblem var solved., Inm view of the sfrinior.

retlon and misrepreseptation flyling sround recently shout omr Lobeniisas in

. x
Peleatine, he thought 1t weuld be nssful to make a short statement vr the presy

souition.
Mret, they did not depart (rom thelr decision 4o petaln the mefdabo wnhll
May 15 only. (Minieterisl cheers.} They acoepted the ohiigation wizhin fhafz’

resources tc malntain law and ordor and prevent rggresslon notil tiet date.

They had every intention of uelng thelr military resourser to that e1d, and niiar

¥ay 15 to cover the withdravsl of thelr remrining forces.
Events in Pelestine hnd calloed for more military actlion due Lo assfe of

aggresglon., Jaffa, for inetance, was an Arab clty and there had beo lpdl

tnnte abtacks end firing thers by the Jews. Ipno-ent people were oultering ol
they had, therefore, to use thelr forces to compel a trace. That wan z corresh
actlon 6o take. -

In Jerusalem the United Natione, together with all the churches myi rolip.

Jlous bodlos, were mreesing for e truce to te esteblished thers (br. Bevin vali},

bt we found that attacke ware belog made, particularly on one of the Arsb
suarters. We stepped in and indicated that fighting would heve to cease or we
should bave to take military sction. On the other hand we have wsed all owr
influsnce to prevent invasion of Palestine by Arub countries, olthough the ex.
cltemsnt 1n those counitries, owing to events in Palestine, is ceveing great 5if-
ficulties. Stories of invasion by them are not borne out hy the reporte from
2ur wllitery representatives. Therefore, our attitnde hos been to give clear
¥arpings to both sides that while we remaln respsusible up to May 15 we cannot

toloreate augreasiorn.




It hes besn ocur policy not to force a decizion which waz wusgr
the two partles by means of military or oppresgive mearures. Iub we azvs

alveye made 1t clear that 1f there wap sygrsement bebtusen Jews snd Arshs

2 csaas fire order or a temporary truce or sowe ofher wind of fpberin dornrn-
meat working towards e final settlememt, snd If we wers apreoached By ail oo

sorned Lo render ssslstsance In confunction with otaers-. I repesr 1l oo s

ia

tion with nthers' «- this wuld create a ew situwntion spd we afboell heve %
congider 1% most carefully. But I repeat that there is no e-;'uemti-:»p o usiys
OUr resources ‘aftar May 15 4o enforce any kind c‘f sebtlenent epalvnet the wige
of elther party.

Praiseworthy efforts hsve been mede vy the Unilted Nabionm o owwer b, S
anrst consequences. We have glven support io the idea of a *sesss Pirs?
either io Jerusalem iteelf or for the whole country, bul we feel that bhinus
have gone too far for sny more thsoretical debates on long-termm soluticon. e

vital rzquirement now iz that the shooting should bs plopped and wome nachi

estnblished of which the two parties cen msko use and o provids an spprbiesivy
for wige counsel to prevail. At this eleventh hour I zazy to thoge working In

the direction of a sebtlement, let them not spare thelr efforts; witd 2
z.zpon' us there is still time for swderation and rea.ar;n to win, nb 1 & Fess

dnys 1t may be too late...”




