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Present:

Chalzman: M. Lisicky (Czechoslovakia)
Members: Mr. Medina (Bolivia)

Mr. Pedersplel {Denmark)

Mr. Morgen (Panema,)

Mr. Salazor (Philippines)

ftivcarvey Tor

Wi, Franclsco)

Secretariat: Mr. Bunche {Secretary)

CONTINUATICII OF THR DISCTSSICNS CONCERNING THE PREPARATION CF A LIST OF
QUESITIONS TO BR PUT TO TE REPRESENTATIVE OT THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVIERINMENT.

The CHAIRMAN r@marKed that as Lho Lfour qaestiouo concerning immigration
were ia their final. form, they could bg forwarded to the representative of
the United Kingdon Government at once, together with a request for a
pTOlelnDWy statement of the problems which that Government intended to put
before the Commission. This SULEE stlon was &ccoptcd by the Commission.

The Commission then continued its cwaanmtJrn of Section IIT of the list
of yaestions nrepared by the uucrctdr¢at; 1@@11?5 with the Commisgien’s
discharge of ite administrative responsibiiities.

Draft question 1l was apmroved In an amended form, the werds "as stated
by Mr. Creech iones" being replaced by the words “wit “hout any reservations"
Draft quesﬁibn 11 was Love modlified to read as féllOWu.

"On the appcinted day for the termination of the Mandate, 1s it

the Mandatory Power's intention to twn over to the Comnission *the wholc

complex of governmental PespOnSlbllltiPS for the mhole of" Palestine’

without any reservations?” .

Draft question 12 was amended to read ao follows:

”Does the Mandatory Power Intend to take preliminary steps 1n
/ ' /consultation

o
.
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consultation with the Commission, prior to the terminatlion of the
lMandate, to partition the functions and perscnnel of the Palestine
Government Departments in order to facilitate a pmooth and ordsriy
transfer of authority?"
Draft qaeﬁtmon 13 was anpvoved, without amendments, as follows:
hat are the nvmhers and rank ¥ cach Department of the Palestine
Government of
(a) British
{b) Arab
(c) dJewish
personnel?”
Draft questicn il was approved, without amendmonts, as follows:
"Iz the Mandavory Power prepared, in view of paragraph 12 of

Sschion B Part I of the Assembly resolution, to includs in the assistance
Ng )

:
vhich it may render tc the Palestine Comnission the temporary secondment
to casential nosts in Palestine of any of the persomnel in the Palestine
sdministrution Tor service under the Commission during the transitional
period?” ‘

Draft question 15 was approved, without amendments, as follows:

"ifter the termination of the Mandate, wnat function” or
respasibilities will be discharged by British forces 1n the areas still
occupied by them, with rosnect to:

(a) meintaining public services,
(b) civil administration?"
Draft questions L5 aadl 17 were deleted from the list of questions on the
uncerstanding that the Chalrman would discuss those subjects with the

United Kingdom renresentative. , |
A proposed nev question concerning the transfer of the Palestine police

force and its equipment was deleted, as the subject was already covered in

ancither question provisicnally approved by the Commission.
A second nroposed new guestion concerning movable assets was approved
without amondment, as follows:

"The Resolution (Part I, E.2, page 14) provides that:

‘During the period between the appointment of the United Nations
Comnission and the terminatlon of the Mandate, the Mandatory Power
shall, except In respect of ordinary omerations, consult with the
Commisslon on ony measure whlch it may contomplatc nvolving the
ligquidation, disposal or encumbering of the assets of the Palestine
Govermment, such as the accumilated treasury surplus, the proceeds
of Govermment bond issues, State lands or any other asset?.

Has the United Kingdom Government any proposals as to the method to

be followed for such consultations and as to the date of starting such

consultations?"
/Thc Commission



The Comm¢solon 1th procooded EO cons 1der draft questlons 18 to 2h
lnClUulVb, dealing with oconomlc matterﬁ After 2 brlbf dlscub sion it was
~declded that, questions ]8 19 and 20 rboqued prolimlnnry sfudy, and voulu be
considered by Lh@ Commzsalon at a later date.
+ Draft question l was approvod. without um@ndment, as follows:
A ”In the dp]egatlon of the United Klngdom ina poultjoq to

glva Lhe Comuiis slon an. account of the nreuent food vltumtJon in Palestluc,

and, Darticulurly of any arr@ngnment for the 1mpornation of' OuSPﬂtlaJ

food during the next few month s?" _ , '

'Dralt questlon ?“ was aynroved, w1thout amondmuat, as followa.

"Has the Mandatory Power prepdred any .plans, whlch would enuura that
in the transfer of rog sponsibility to the Uhltﬁd Nutlona CommLSOLon the

gsentlal measures of the Pﬂlestlno Admnnistrablon for uecurlng Ju1¢1c1ent
‘\food.gunnlics for.all‘the population of Palestine canagont¢nuu in

operation?" ,

Draft qucutlon P3 was deletbd, as the subject had boen covered in a
previous question. , o

Draft question 2k was approved, w1thout amendmbnt as fbllo#s:

”What measures are planned by the Mandatory Power to preserve and
turn over . to the Commisolon the records of land surveys and lﬂnd
settlement in the,archives of thu Palestlne Governmcnt?"

The CHAIRMAN stated thdu the Commlssion Would have another Opporlunlty to
consider the final form of the qucstlonu aporoved, with the exception. of the
four questions on the subjcgt}ofllmmlg«atioq._

The senior public ve aﬁibng‘officer read an informai‘WOrking paner
contalning thlrtoen SpelelC questions on nublic Information.

‘ Aftcr a brlel_dlscubulon, the Iollowinﬁ gcncral ‘question on tlie oUbJCCt of
~public 1nformat¢on was approveds _ . ‘
."Io the Unlted.Klngdom Govcrnmnnu prepared to enter 1ato consultation
“with the Commi831on ot an early date w1th rﬁgard to the measures to be
“'takcn to ensure the continuatlon of the machlnary of public information,
essential to the fulfilment of the Conmu531on s tasks?"

It was decided that the technical questions proposed in the workxnb paper

n public information would be discussed during the consultation env1saged in
the general question adonted by the Commission.
DISCUSSION OF THE RECRUITMENT BY THE PROVISIONAL COUNCILS OF GOVERNMENT OF
ARMED MILITIAS AND OPERATIONS OF THE LATTER UNDER CONTROL OF THE COMMISSION
(document A/AC.21/17.9).

The Secretary read the working paper on the subject of militias
(document A/AC.EI/W.9) prepared by the Secretariatb.

/It wag pointed out
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It was pointed out that Wlth reference to the fact thet, wder the
Generel ﬂssemb]y ) rosolutlon, an armed militia vas to be fLQTULLPd :
‘v"from the re51dents” of each State, it would be pos,lble for Arabs to jgin
the militia of the Jewlsh State, and thus acqulro arms and equ1pment
“he CHFIRMAN remaxked that the probiem conccrned the. Prov1 nonﬁl Council
of Government In rcplj to a question, he stated that in the cwent an Arab
State could not be entabllshed the situation would have’to he brought by
ivtho Comm1531on to the notice of tbe Security Councll. He ouggested to the
| Commission that relations between the Hagana and other or&en¢zabjon“ such as
the Irgun Zval Leuml were the concern, not of the Commission, but of the
JOWluh Agency Ffor Pelestine.
- The opinion was cxpressed that, should the 1mpo 5ibility of
qtabllshing one State cause the matter to be referred to the Security
Counc1;,,1tbwould stlll be within the Commission's competence to set wp a
proviéionai government in the othef‘State. It was also urged that the Arab
Higher Committee should be informed by the Commission of each step taken %o
implement the decision of the Generél Assembl&.

The CHAIRMAN informed the Commission that no reply had yet been
recelved by the Areb Higher Committec to the telegram sent by the
Secrutary-General on 9 January‘l9M84 pursuant to the Resolution adopted by
the CommLQSLon at its first mcetingv He suggostad that a further
communication, in the form of & rogiotered letter, 1mcorporat1ng the first
tolegram, should be addressed to the Arab Higher Committee.

Thig proposal was &pproved without objectioﬁ;

The CHAIRMAN called attention to several peints. in the Sccretariat

working papér on militias which‘required careful consideration.  They were:
preparation of detailed plans regarding TUCTULLanL, organization, compositio
‘armament, equipment and control of the militia; temporsry provisien for the
security of the city of Jerusalem; the rule of the Commission in determining
ths over-all size and organization of the militia; possibilities.of acquiring
BIMS ag@ equipment; and the financing of the acquisition of arms and of the
maintenance of.thé militia.

The meeting rose et 5.30 p.m.



